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The State of Ohio, as you will perceive by the accompanying cut,
is nearly equally divided between the geological formations, denomi-
nated the blue and cliff limestone on west, and the sandstone, or
coal bearing series on the east. True, there are circumstances that
may modify or change the effects of these formations to some extent.
For instance, portions of our State are covered, to a considerable
depth, by drift, which may exert some influence on the character of
the water in those paris. On the other hand, some of our rivers take
their rise in the limestone formation, (the Scioto for instance,) and
then pass down h the shale and sandstone series, bearing in their
waters a solution of the salts of lime and magnesia, and depositing
the lime pebble in all their alluvions. There are also a few thin
strata of lime scattered throughout the coal measures. But these cir-
cm::ls:nm are not considered sufficient to vary much the general
results.

We have received from twenty-two counties tolerably full reports,
and partial ones from eighteen more; making forty out of eighty-
four, the whole number in the State. The counties heard from,
although not half in number, yet contain rather more than half
the population of the State. In this number the reports show the ex-







































