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tageous position, of being by far the youngest in the
class—a lad among young men, many of whom have
since become distinguished in society. He was a small,
well set, active youth among them, with thickly curled
black hair, whom they called Little Mac. Nevertheless,
despite of his youth, and the want of that mental disei-
pline which age gives, and which his older classmates
possessed, he coped with them by reason of a strong
memory, quickness of perception, clear and rapid mode
of thinking, and ardent feelings.

Yale College was at that time under the presidency
of the celebrated Doctor Dwight, and enjoyed the zeal-
ous labours of Professor Silliman. To the latter of
these distinguished and learned men, and to his depart-
ment of studies, McClellan became peculiarly attached.
It is now more than thirty years since Silliman and
MecClellan were preceptor and pupil, yet the former in
his condolence at the premature death of the latter, dis-
tinctly remembers ““ his zealous devotion to chemistry,
mineralogy, and geology. He excelled in a knowledge
of those branches. In continuance,” says Professor
Silliman, “he attached himself to me both as his in-
structor and friend. I was ever happy to have him
with me on all occasions, and especially in excursions
to investigate the mineralogy and geology of the vicinity
of New Haven. Such was his zeal, that he was willing
to load himself with minerals on his pedestrian tours ;
one of which, during a college vacation, for the purpose
of observing and collecting minerals, was from New
Haven to Woodstock, by the circuitous route of the
coast, New London, Norwich, &ec.,” being three-
fourths of the circuit of the state.

In 1815, at the early age of eighteen years, he ob-
tained his Baccalaureate at Yale, with a high reputation
for his knowledge, especially of the natural sciences.
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mine in the most confiding manner. I recoiled for a
moment, I confess, at such apparent obtrusiveness, I
wist not that the stranger was McClellan !—one to be
highly esteemed by the Medical world, destined to be
one of the mighty men in surgery; to sustain, after
Physick, the chirurgical character of Philadelphia; in
order to the making of a national reputation, to co-ope-
rate with Warren of Boston, Mott of New York,
Smith of Baltimore, and Dudley of the West; to rank
with Chelius of Germany, Velpeau of France, Liston
of England, and Carmichael of Ireland. Through
ignorance and uncharitableness, I did not then discern
him. But now I know in review, that that first salute,
apparently abrupt and obtrusive, was, in fact, courte-
ous, pleasant and intelligent,—that which honored and
benefited, infused a more fixed purpose and more pro-
fessional zeal, raised to a better position whence to
perceive more extensive relations. I became knit to
him. By an unanimous election of the Board he became
one of us—DBeesley, Freeman, McClellan and myself.
We became associated as senior and junior to manipu-
late and prescribe together. Often has he enabled me
to make a new and truer diagnosis, and suggested a
more efficient therapeutics.

Indulge me, gentlemen, here in giving more of my per-
- sonal testimony. McClellan’s language was ever chaste
and conciliating. He was the spirit and delight of the
house. Ever advancing in medical knowledge and ever
communicating, he became our daily mental stimulus.
His unrivalled unison of eye and hand, has been men-
tioned ; with equal truth I notice also his equally re-
markable unison of a rapid mind and tongue. At his
meals nor in his bed can I recall to mind McClellan !
My associations of him relate to his rapid walkings—
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raised above the level of the teeth, prevented not only
the functions of mastication, deglutition and speech,
but also the introduction of food into the mouth.
This deplorable condition was aggravated by constant
pain, and doomed the sufferer in the morning of life,
with precocious intellect, to premature death by pain
and starvation. The drawing before you exhibits the
case in July, 1823, when McClellan was called to exa-
mine and decide on it. He operated. The operation
was as rapid as bold, oceupying only four minutes and
a hall. This drawing exhibits the extirpated tumour
and jaw ; and this preparation is the removed cancerous
mass. After the parts had been carefully inspected,
the huge flap or pouch of skin was replaced ; its cavity
partly filled with patent lint bent into the shape of the
removed circle of bone, and the whole properly band-
aged. The dressingwas no sooner completed, than the
tongue resumed its natural situation, and, to the great
delight and astonishment of all the family, the little suf-
ferer began to articulate with considerable distinctness ;
called for water, and drank a moderate quantity from a
common cup. In three weeks the parts were entirely
healed. From the cut surfaces of the condyles shot out
a luxuriant crop of granulations, which finally became
ossified to the distance of about one inch in front of the
angles, forming a solid support for the soft parts below
the cheeks. The new flesh beneath the apex of the tongue
also became indurated into a ligamentous mass, giving
firmness to the integuments, and bolstering out the
chin to its natural prominence. The induration of this
ligamentous matter eventually became so great as to be
a substitute for bone, to which the muscles contracted
adhesions, so that the patient masticated common food.
In less than five weeks the child became robust and
fleshy, went to school in good spirits, articulated accu-
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rately, and her countenance, as is shown by this draw-
ing, resumed its natural appearance. But after several
months, cancerous disease appeared in the glands and
new parts, to terminate the life of this interesting patient.
This issue is truly sad: nevertheless, the operation
bespeaks the great surgeon.

MecClellan’s medico-chirurgical judgment, though cen-
sured and unsupported at the time, was correct. The
censure was based on the belief that ossification pro-
ceeds from successive depositions within the periosteum ;
and that therefore bone, if by any surgical operation or
otherwise removed with the periosteum, cannot be rege-
nerated. McClellan’s reasoning on the case was, that as
granulations become vessels, nerves, and muscles, they,
in their appropriate place, will become tendon, ligament,
and also bone. The cases of Decker, Guernesy, Bel-
main, Rargerus, Else and Mott were on record, show-
ing that ossification had followed the removal of portions
of the lower jaw. These facts, which had remained a
long time isolated and useless, sustained his reasoning,
and were enough to free his generalizing mind from the
prevailing error on the subject of the reproduction of
bone ; and enabled him to enrich the profession with
the principle that the inferior maxilla is reformed from
an old fragment, without a pre-existing periosteal mem-
brane, and to establish it by an operation bolder than
those of his predecessors, performed by him subse-
quently several times with entire success.

A third point of improvement in surgery by McClel-
lan, is that of not shocking the system in the extirpation
of large or deep-seated tumours, by the serious prelimi-
nary operation of tying a main artery, as for example
the carotid, when its branches are involved in the
disease.

Convinced that this practice, induced by a physiologi-
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and rooting it out, divided the arteries more rapidly
than his assistants secured them, and the parts became
deluged with arterial blood. He, with admirable pre-
sence and quickness, turned the patient over in his
blood, cut down below the sigmoid flexure of the fascia
lata, and secured the crural artery, the great trunk of
all the divided and bleeding vessels. Then, replacing
his patient, he completed the extirpation of the cancer-
ous mass. In the deep, extensive wound, among the
exposed muscles and the ligatures on arterial branches,
the great ischiatic nerve was seen dangling about like a
whip-cord.

From such data some estimate may be made of the
amount of his surgical labours. Has any other surgeon
in private practice, done an equal amount of surgery?
It was not, however, on what McClellan did, bold as
it was, that we are willing to rest his chirurgical cha-
racter, but on his inherent capability of performing extra-
ordinary and supposed impossible operations in surgery.
Opposition and apparent impossibilities, the ordinary
sedatives on human efforts, were to MeClellan the
needed stimuli to bring into action, for great deeds,
his hidden reserved powers. As proof that his surgi-
cal capabilities were rather inherent than imposed by
education, are the facts, that he operated boldly before
his graduation,—that he extracted the lens as before
mentioned, within a year after—extirpated the lower jaw
within four years after, and in the seventh year of his
becoming an M. D., as has been noticed, he performed
the supposed impossible operation of extirpating the
parotid gland. In view then of his chirurgical genius
and his master-pieces in surgery, is not McClellan to
be regarded, by the profession throughout the world,
as one of her surgeons-in-chief’

MecClellan sustained another character, and with equa







































