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The science of medicine, and the character of Hippocrates, siand out be-
fore the mind as two distinet and separate topics of admiration; and yet the
one must inevilably suggest the other: for what else is medicine than the in-
ductions of Hippocrates, to which have been added the inductions of subse-
quent medical men. Not that our science is complete, but that the contempo-
rary of Plato and Socrates has laid the broad base of Rational Experience, on
which many have built during a long period of more than 2,000 years.

All along that vista, in all its ages, is seen over every archway the insigniz,
Rational Experience, Rational Experience,—and under that insignia are seen
successively the names, first of Hippocrates, in large letters at its portal.
Then along the line are seen the names of Praxagorus, Herophilus, Asclepiades,
Dioscorides, and Aritzeus. But, gentlemen, I should tire you with names !—
"There are about one hundred or more of these sturdy reasoners on facts, I'll
point you, in addition, to only some of the more prominent, for example,
" Fallopia, Beringer, Sylvius, Eustachius, and Vesalius,—then follow, Syden-

ham, Borelli, Mead, and Harvey, After them, Haller, Malpighi, Aselli, Du-
verney, Zin, and Hunter. Then, fresh in the light of our own day, the names
of Abernethy, Bell, Cooper, and Brodie, and with these, those of our own
country—Rush, Physick, Miller, and Warren. All these men have been the
supporters of the Hippocratic system, and their discoveries by induction con-
stitute the progress of medicine.

Now, gelﬂemen, let us examine the merits of this Rational Experience more
accurately. 'What have been its fruits? I answer, all that has made the ad-
vance of knowledge in the several branches of our profession. In proof, I call
your attention to a single item, the blood and its vessels. The dawn of know-
ledge here was with Praxagorus. He first distinguished arteries from veins,
introduced the doctrine of the pulse and counteracted hemorrhages of vital
parts by venesection. After him Herophilus so accurately observed the fune-
tions of the pulmonary vessels as to give, at that early day, the correct names
of arterial veins to the pulmonary artery, and that of venous artery to the pul-
monary vein. He drew attention also to the magnitude and fulness of the
arteries, the frequency, strength and rythm of its beats, and its equalities and
nequalities; bringing thereby more prominently into view than did Praxagorus
the important subject of the pulse. Rufus then discovered the difference of
structure and capacity of the right and left ventricle. Antyllus subsequently
distingnished the proper veins of phlebotomy. This precedent knowledge
enabled Brissot to notice the good effects of abstracting blood as near as pos-
sible from the seat of inflammation, and Paracelsus to make the important dis-
covery that blood, healthy blood, contained a healing glue, a coagulable lymph,
and that by it divided parts were reunited, and ulcers filled and covered. This
discovery put an end to the barbarous mechanical use of sutures and ointments,
and has become the principle of Hunterian surgery, and through Dr, Physick,

the pupil of John Hunter, of American surgery. In the line of successive dis-
coveries, come next that of the semilunar valves of the heart, by Beringer, _
those at the termination of the vena azygos by Cassanius, and those thronghou t
the whole venous system by Fabricius, Then appeared Servetus, the dis-
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Claudius in all the learning of the age, he sent him to the best schools of phi-
losophy, namely, those of the Stoics, Academics, and Peripatetics. Such was
the outfit of Galen. Filled, by a parent, with the impulse to be learned, he
studied the principles of all the existing seets of philosophy, and as indicative
of a strong intellect, he selected such doctrines as appeared to him rational, and
rejected the rest, and he yet a beardless youth, At the age of seventeen years
he fell in love with the science of medicine. It became his passion. The
young enthusiast travelled in order to see and have conversations with intelli-
gent physicians, and to learn the nature of drugs. He resided several years
at Alexandria, the resort of men of science, and having the best medical school.
He then visited Cilicia, Palestine, Crete, Cyprus and Lemnos.

The youths of Pergamos and Cos are not dissimilar, except, that the latter
looked immediately at nature, the former through the minds of others. Hip-
pocrates and Galen seem to compare with each other as Homer and Virgil,
Demosthenes and Cicero, the one of nature, the other of art, this fashioned
for the day, that a model for all time and place.

After Galen had ended his travels he returned to his native town to practise
medicine and to study nature through the medium of the works of Hippocrates,
to which he was devoted.

Galen’s early parental training—his manly mind—his travels—and his
studious habits made his' an eclectic: but Galen was ambitious, and conse-
quently restless. Rome at that time was the great centre of power; and in the
palace of the Cesars that power dwelt. Galen, at the age of“thirty-five years,
a most ambitious age! left the obscure town of Pergamos to establish himself
at Rome. Ah! to establish himself at Rome. Why so? To heal the sick?
Were there no sick at Pergamos? Hippocrates left Cos in obedience to the
voice of suffering and disease; and did Galen also, for that Howard reason, ex-
patriate himself?

See him on the Appian way, entering that mighty ecity, Rome! unknown,
yet ambitious. Eyes were soon upon him, though he knew it not. The
established physicians there were dogmatists, methodists, or empirics. The
new comer was an eclectic, learned and intelligent, and they threw in his path
the rumour ¢ that he was a theorist and a dealer in magie.”

Other eyes than of jealousy were also regarding him. Eudemus fell sick of
an intermittent, and Galen cured him. Sergius Paulus; Barbanus, the uncle of
the emperor Lucius, Bethius, Severno afterward emperor, estimated him. He
made several dissections before them, and demonstrated especially the organs
of respiration and of the voice. All this, in a sense, was in his favour; but
who ean stand before envy? Medical opposition to him became banded and
strengthened. The three medical sects formed a strong popular party against
him. Galen was inexperienced, manifested vanity, became contemptuous,
fretted, vexed, (likely dyspeptic,) and suddenly left Rome in a miff.

Again Galen is at Pergamos; there for four years he enjoys rest and study,
and the retirement strengthened him. But Rome was to be the pinnacle
for Galen. It was for him to form a system of medicine on the sophisiry,
that where experience failed, reason might suffice; a system which was to












