Address to the Chester County Cabinet of Natural Science at the
organization of the society, on the 18th of March, 1826 / by Wm. Darlington
... : published by order of the Cabinet.

Contributors

Darlington, William, 1782-1863.
National Library of Medicine (U.S.)

Publication/Creation
West-Chester, Pa. : Printed by Simeon Siegfried, 1826.

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/b8f77sh9

License and attribution

This material has been provided by This material has been provided by the
National Library of Medicine (U.S.), through the Medical Heritage Library. The
original may be consulted at the National Library of Medicine (U.S.) where the
originals may be consulted.

This work has been identified as being free of known restrictions under
copyright law, including all related and neighbouring rights and is being made
available under the Creative Commons, Public Domain Mark.

You can copy, modify, distribute and perform the work, even for commercial
purposes, without asking permission.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/










|

4 .

arrangement, the laws by which they arc zoverned,
and the properties with which they have been €f2
dowed by a beneficent Creator. hesitate not to
aver, that no pursuit has ever yet engaged thle at-
tention of Man, more happily calculated to enlarge
his mind,—to wean and purify 1 _ )
sions and grovelling views,—or to exalt it to just
conceptions of the power and goodness of the Dei-
ty, than a rational and philusuphical study of the
objects of Natural Science.

But it is not merely for its intellectual and mor-

al advantages, that this Science is entitled to ou
regard, and deserving of cultivation. A portion
of 1t is indispensible to the success of many ﬂf_' our
most important practical nperatitms,—-espectall
of those connected with Agriculture, and the use-
ful arts. We are obliged continually to draw from
this fountain, much of the information w_lm:h is
necessary to constitute a decent share of intelli-
gence in the common concerns of life: a:nd'th‘
question so often asked,—¢¢ of what useé 18 such
knowledge to the man of business?’’ evinces a de-
plorable deficiency in those who seriously propound
it. It is not pretended that it 1s necessary for ey-
ery one to pursue the various bran ches of this, more
than of any other science, to their minutest rami-
fications. ~ That is an undertaking, interesting in-
deed, and often attended with important results,
—but which is adapted only to the condition of
persons of leisure. Yet I tontend that the ele-
mentary principles of Natural knowledge are not
only accessible to every man, of ordinary capacitj-‘,’j
—but that they are in a high degree subsidiary 1,13‘aq
all his most valuable temporal pursuits: for the
P"lﬂﬂlpa_l business of this life is with the natural
productions which the Creator has distributed
around us—and surely it must be of some 1mpor-
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nuity, not unfrequently wander from the beate L
track, and sometimes lose sight of pl:qﬂtlﬂﬁl advan-
tages: But the evil has been magn}hﬂ—d_ by ﬂ“’-
who seek to palliate their own dehclencl_iils bﬁ 2
crying the labors of the learned. Aml “f e
mischiefs complained of, from the projects ob sci
entific reformers, there has resulted much go )
from their speculations and researches. Ney
views have been obtained, and improved methodg
devised for facilitating the acquisition of knowl
edge. The denunciation of Systems, and Nomen
clature, as obstacles in the high way_uf science,
frequently springs from the want of a just concep
sion of their value. It is admitted that they are
only the inplements of Learning, and not the ultj
mate object of our pursuit; but I apprehend that
without a skilful acquaintance with those imple-
ments, and the modes of using them, the work it-
self would make a sorry figure. Instead of lucid
order, and a language of precise and definite mean.
ing, we should witness all the confusion and un-
certainty which inevitably result from imperfect
views, and from the use of terms of which the sig.
nifications vary with every neighborhood. Ther
must be method, and nowmenclature, in every ap
and science. Kvery business has its idioms—eve:
ry artist has his peculiar phrases, to designate the
apparatus, and processes, of his occupation. The
most illiterate ploughman, with all his aversion to
technicalities, talks of his Clavis, and his Swingle|
tree, &c. and scarcely disguises his contempt fo
those who are ignorant of the meaning of his terms
'Then surely it will not be denied that the variou
objects in nature should each have a significant
and well defined name. To answer the purposa,-j
it must be a name, too, which has not been appro
?rmted to any other object.
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: Hence we may perceive the difficulties whieh
Naturalists had to encounter, in framing a No-
menclature adapted to popular apprehension. To
form a technical language from the vernacular
tongue, which should be. intelligible to all nations,
==or even exempt from confusion among their own
people,—-was obviously impracticable.  But hup-
pily, the Classic stores nIPantiquity presented a
rich and ample fund, on which they might draw for
the use of the whole ecientific world, without the
fear of exhaustion. A nomenclature has been con-
structed which, doubtless, appears formidable
at first view ; but it ought never to be regarded
as a mere mass of names. The learning of a
name should invariably be simultaneous with a
practical knowledge of the object to which it is
applied. In that way, it is not only acquired
without effort,—but the mind takes an interest

in the attainment. The moment we have a
conception of the characters which identify an
object, we feel the want of a name to associate
with it: And thus it is, that terms and defini-
tions, applicable to new objects, are never
deemed useless, or burthensome, by those who
are enlarging the boundaries of their know-
ledge. What should we think of the sagacity
of a stranger, who, desirous to become acquaint-
ed with the inhabitants of a large City, would
tommence his undertaking by committing to
memory the contents of the Directory? The ab-
surdity of such a mode is palpable : and yet, if he
went to work rationally, and extended his person-
1l acquaintance with the citizens, he would soon
feel the necessity of names, and perceive the
atility of the book referred to. Just so it 1s
with the various objeets in nature. It is upon
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omenclature is benefi
ame plan that it ought}
n be more unfave

able to the progress of sound knowledge, ng
more disgusting and repulsive to the E:tud_
than the mistaken practice of suffocating the
mind with a mass of names and technicalitig
abstracted from a clear conception of the ob
jeets to which they belong. I have been I
into these cursory remarks, in vindication g
the general merits of our Science, from a l:m
ledge that there are still some who proseribe j
as being amongst the frivolous and unprofitabl
arsuits of the idle and visionary-—or who fin
fult with the technical difficulties which pre
sent themselves at the threshold of the stud
I am sensible, however, that those prejudiees
are rapidly departing from the minds of the i
telligent and thinking portion of the communj
ty. Let us hope that a final period will speed.
ily be put to them, by the diffusion of rationa
information : and that the Elements of Minep
alogy, Botany, and Zoology, will ere long be
considered an indispensible branch of educz
tion, in all our Schools. When1 witness th
seal and interest in the cause, manifested b
the members of this Cabinet, I cannot but a
ter myself that it will prove to be the ,:.-;‘_'i-':"_"
saliens of Natural Science, in our County,~
whence a taste for such studies will be commt
nicated to every ingenuous youth within it

borders.

similar principles that n
cial ; and it 1s upon thes
to be acquired. Nothing ca

: We have associated for the purpose of des
ing a portion of our leisure to the acquisition
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and promotion of Natural Knowledge. Our
primary object is to collect the materials for a
complete history of the natural productions of
-t!m County in which we live. By the forma-
tion of a Museum, in this place, we may hope
to possess Specimens of every such production;
aaccompanied by an accurate notice of their lo-
ccalities, characters, and such other information
:as may be interesting. We cannot doubt the
willingness of our intelligent fellow citizens,
igenerally, to aid us in the laudable undertaking ;
‘and that their contributions of specimens, from
ithe various parts of the County, will be numer-
ous and valuable.—With a complete collection
‘of our Minerals, duly arranged, and a geologi-
wcal exploration of the County, an interesting
chart of this region may be formed, which will

exhibit at one view the character of the country,

vand the distribution of its mineral treasures.

By forming an Herbarium, which shall con-
tain specimens of all our vegetable productions,
we can not oily contribute our quota towards
ithe completion of an American Flora, whenever
'some master hand shall undertake to arrange
.the materials,---but we may, in the mean time,
by exchanges with Botanists of other districts,
2nrich our collections, and extend our knowl-
2dge of the plants of the United States, with
—omparatively tiifling labor or expense. The
same remark may also be applied to our Min-
.2ral collections.

A more precise knowledge than we now pos-
jess, of the Animals of our County, would also
(oe interesting. Although many of those which
wriginally inhabited our woods have gone, with
“he red man of the forest, never to return,---and
sthers are daily becoming more rare; yet it
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would be satisfactory to know what, Illﬂduh
many, still remain. A complete cata %gh
the Fishes which inhabit the waters qfﬂ
County would, of itself, be a graufymnraﬂ_
sition. An accurate knowledge of our
—more especially those which cﬂl?m“- sug
ravages among the products of our
cardens,—is a most desirable object. y lim
its forbid me to enlarge upon the many infep
esting considerations connected with these
ics : but I waive the attempt the more will
ly, as I know you are familiar with the most ¢
them. ] ] "8
Did time permit, I could expatiate in
upon the benefits afforded by Natural _Sﬂlﬂ.
in exploding wvulgar errm:ﬂ-*-ﬂxpﬂnd“fg L
mind, and fortifying it against the devices g
knavish impostors, who are always on the walcel
to take advantage of ignerance and credulity
For want of this knowledge, worthy citizen
have often been subjected to the grossest impo.
sition. They have been led, by designing ad.
venturers, to incur great expenses 1n searching
for mineral treasures, in regions where a moder.
ate acquaintance with Geology would hay
taught them it was in vain to look. An igno.
rance of Mineralogy has likewise led to many
absurd expenditures in quest of the preciousr é
tals. It is indeed humiliating to reflect on the
frauds which are practised upon worthy mep,
who become a prey to speculating Empiries
from the sheer want of a little elementary
knowledge of Natural History. A destitu j
of Botanical information is also a disadvantag
in the practical pursuits of life ; and often gives
rise to, or favors the propagation of, the mos
absurd and ridiculous notions. There are ma y
plants which it is always desirable to be abl
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The vulgar error of the transmutation of F¥heat

into Bromus, or Cheal, 1s familiar to every one

Nay, there are some sO strangely credulous ag

to imagine, (I will not dignify the fantasy with

the name of belicf,) that our cultivated Flax ig
often changed into a plant, not only of 2 dlﬂ}?"
ent genus, but of a remote class, and wholly dis-
tinet in all its natural botanical characters! [
allude to the JAlyssum safrvui, of the Bota-
nists : —a plant to which, in reality, th"i Flax
no more affinity, than it has to the Shepherd’s
Purse, or the Horse Radish! Such wretched
absurdities are a reproach to the honorable pro-
fession of Agriculture; and ought to be explo-
ded without delay. . -
There is another subject connected with our
Institution, which, in my estimation, ought
jikewise t6 command our attention. I meanj
collection of HBiographical JNotices of those
Citizens of Chester, who have heretofore de-
voted their time and talents to the promotion
of our favorite Science. Although the Study
of Nature, hitherto, has not prevailed exten.
sively in our County, we shall find that we
have abundant reason to be proud of the char
acter and attainments of our MARSHALLS, our
Barpwix, our Jacksox, and other estimable
predecessors in the walks which we have s
lected for our recreation and instruction. A
faithful sketch of the lives and labors of thos
worthies, - who have left us the fruits of th
industry, and the example of their virtues
will be at once an appropriate tribute to the
memory of departed merit, and an honorable
evidence of the correct taste, and feelings, d

an Association emulous of their laudable career




