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Swieten and Gaubius; young Mr. Pringle; Mr. Alexander
Monro from Seotland ; and the charming Herr Albrecht von
Haller, the descendant of a patrician family from Berne.
It is said that the renowned professor showed to him much
kindness: I wonder whether he had a presentiment that
the gifted youth would afterwards more than rival his own
fair fame.

Boerhaave's practice was enormous. To it and his lectures
he gave up the whole of the day ; to his studies were allotted
the early morning and late night. People travelled thousands
of miles to consult him ; and the fees he received enabled him
to bequeath to his only daughter an immense fortune.

Besides being a busy practitioner and lecturer, Boerhaave
was a distinguished praectical anatomist and chemist. He
was also versed in the Latin, Greek, Hebrew, and other
Oriental, and in modern langnages, and was a most profound
mathematician. Religion owned in him one of its most
faithful supporters.

At his death it was found that the honors heaped on the
distinguished Leyden professor, had been frequently accom-
panied by gifts of a very material kind; for the estate he
left amounted to upwards of four million of francs, ($800,
000.) All medical men of the last century were better paid
than they are now; while surgery, which was held in much
lower repute, was not as well remunerated. In the year
1700 the law in England allowed to a surgeon for an am-
putation of any limb £5; and 10 shillings a visit to a
graduate in physic; although it states, “that he commonly
expects or demands 20.” Now, twenty he usually got, and
frequently a great deal more. Dr. Radcliffe received re-
peatedly several hundred pounds; once a fee of £1000, on
another occasion one of £1200 ($6000) ; an enormous sum,
if we take into account the much greater value money then
possessed. Fothergill's practice amounted to £8000 annually.
Dr. Lettsom, at the end of the century, derived £12,000 a

3






19

system, as an important agent, but not in the same way. He
places the nerves, along with all other tissues and organs of
the body, under a controlling vital principle, “anima,” the
soul, which presided somewhat as an autocrat, and directed
whatever movements or actions it pleased. 1f its operations
had become disordered, it had quite power enough, he
thought, to set itself to rights again. On this theory his
therapeutics were based, and, of course, as it attributed
everything to the power of the soul—or what means here
the same thing. to the * vis medicatrix naturse,”—consisted
mostly of a grand do-nothing system. Now Hoffman’s views
differed from those of his friend Stahl. He was a solidist,
and regarded nervous force as a power of a specific nature,
operating by its own laws, and probably physical in its
character. This view, which we more or less still adopt, he
promulgated through those ponderous and diffuse writings
of his, the mere enumeration of which, as given by Haller,
extends through thirty-four pages quarto.

I, for my part, cannot understand how these men could
have written so much, and yet have found time for their other
occupations. They must have been more industrious than
we are; or have had a bedily and mental organization which
never wearied. That they were not mere physicians, but
skilled in languages and other sciences we have seen; and
yet they published more, than any of the most prolific
writers of our own times. A reason, perhaps, for the
extreme length of their productions was, that the matter
was not always as well digested, nor the style as concise
and as clear, as that of our modern medical authors; and
again, they had not so much to read, for never before has the
profession, as a body, contributed as much to medical
literature, as at the present day. Formerly, if a physician
after having become acquainted during his collegiate course
with the writings of the ancients, read what Mead, or Boer-
haave, or Stahl published, he could console himself with the










































