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the victims died in awful agony, which many shortened
with their own hands.

This dreadful scourge broke out in the East in the
year 1333, and with various symptoms traversed, during
twenty-six years, the whole of the Old World, from Chi-
na to England. Wherever it came, people were oppress- |
ed with dumb fear, or grew mad with terror. Thechurch- |
es were closed—family ties were dissolved —mothers
deserted their children, and children their parents.
The miser forgot his gold, and the lady her lover. Ev-
erything the sick had touched, their breath and clothes,
spread the contagion. Merchants of immense wealth
brought their goods to the church, but money had be-
come poison, and the monks only received it to die.
The church-yards could no longer contain the corpses,
and they were left unburied, or arranged by thousands |
in pits, or thrown into the rivers. China lost thirteen
millions of inhabitants. India was depopulated. Tax-
tary, Mesopotamia and Syria were covered with dead
bodies. The Kurds “fled in vain to the mountains.”
In Caramania and Cesarea, none were left alive. Onlya
few cities of Asia escaped, and her loss, aside from that
of China, was nearly 24,000,000. From the Orient,
preceded by an offensive mist, the plague settled down
upon Italy and Europe. Here ensued the same scenes
—the closing of churches, the division of families—the
destruction of business, and the devastation of cities.
More than 200,000 towns and villages were depopulated. |
Italy lost half of her inhabitants. Germany 1,200,000. \
In many places in France, not more than two in twenty
were left alive. In England, it is said nearly nine- )
tenths of the inhabitants perished. This last is evi-
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