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Memoirs of the Fever and Occurrences in Auguft

ALEXANDER PHILIPS next door neighbour
to A. Thompfon was attacked with fever accum-
panied with malignant fymptoms on the laft of July
or firlt of Auguft; died under the care of Dr.
Griffitts on the 4th inft., being the 4th or sth day
from the Attack.

Mofes Cox at corner of 2d and Spruce, died on
the 6th.

John Saunders occupied in the ftore of Lloyd
and Sparks on the wharf a fhort diltance below
Walnut St. attacked on the 3d.

Mr, Samuel Ruffel clerk to Mr. H. Henderfon.
Mr. John Lawrence. Mr. Morgan’s fon. Stephen
Davis, who lodged next door to Philips’s. - Mr. Ru-
dolph. A Tobacconift’s boy. Mr. Ifaac Lloyd,
all in the fame neighbourhood, with feveral others
whofe names I do not recolleét, were all taken ill
with a fever of a malignant kind within two or three
days of each other.

The unufual number of deaths that occurred in
the firlt week of Auguft, alarmed the Citizens and
became a topic of general converfation.

The cafe of a man who had worked on board the
Ship Deborah, who died of a fever Lighly malig-
nant the latter end of July, had been reported by
Dr. Proudfit, but being a folitary cafe had excited

but little apprehenfion.

On the sth, Achifon Thompfon’s child was at-
tacked with the fever.

The College of Phyficians met on the 6th at
which time about 26 caies of the fever were all chat
were known to exift in the city, and after conferring
together they unanimoufly agreed to the following re-
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it to. be their duty to lay before the Managers of
the Marine and City Holpitals, the following falts
refpecting its origin, and the means of checking 1ts
progrefs. .
" We have upon inquiry difcovered that a cafe of

this fever exifted in the city on the 6th of June,
and that feveral cales of it exifted in July, in parts
of the city remote from the river, and wholly un-
connefted with each other., They appeared to
originate from the putrid exhalations of alleys and
gutters, and docks, and from the ftagnating water
in the neighbourhood of the city. We derive the
late rapid increafe of the fever from the foul air
of feveral fhips lately arrived in the port, and from
fome damaged coffee which arrived in a brig from
Jamaica on the 29 July. Inthe courfe of our in-
quiries into the origin of the fever, we did not
meet with a fingle fact that could fupport the opi-
nion of contagion being imported in the bodies or
cloaths of fick people in the thips or veffels which
lie between Walnut and Spruce ftreets, where the
difeafe has prevailed moft, Many refpectable mo-
dern authorities affert that the yellow fever is nof
contagious in the Weft-Indies, and repeated obferva-
tions fauisfy us that it is rarely fo, during the warm
weather in the Unired States. None of the cafes
we have as yet feen have propagated it, and we
concelve it to be an error as abfurd in its nature as
it has been fatal in its operation upon the city of
Philadelphia, that the contagion of a difeafe fhould
adhere to the timber of a fhip after a fea voyage,
and fhould {pread from the timber of the fhip with-
out contact through an extenfive neighbourhood,
and ceafe to communicate itfelf afterwards by long
and clofe connettion of the fick with their fami-
hes and attendants. We lament that this faét, to-
gether with many others, upon the nature and ori-
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Auguft 13th.
ADDRESS OF THE BOARD OF HEALTH.

Health-Office, 13th Augnft, 1798.

THE Board of Managers of the Marine and City
Hofpitals have obferved with deep regret the fatal
confequences of delay in the applications for medi-
cal aid to perfons aflicted with the prevailing ma-
lignant fever, and that the removal of patients to the
City Hofpital, in many cafcs, is procraftinated until
they are hterally fent there to die.

They recommend, in the moft earneft manner, the
early removal of paticnts to the City Hofpital, where,
the public may be affured, that every poffible com-
fort and accommodation will be afforded.—T he pub-
lic are informed, that the care of patients, and ma-
nagement of the City Hofpital, is committed to
Doctor Phylick and Doctor Cooper, who refide con-
ftantly there, and whofe profeflional eminence, it is
prefumed, will fecure a juft confidence.

An Apothecary alfo refides at the Hofpital, with
an ample ftore of the belt medicines.

The Board confider this recommendartion as of the
higheft importance, and entreat the attention of their
fellow-citizens.

By order of the Board of Managers,
Wwm. JONES, Prefident.

Atceft
; Timoruy Paxson, Clerk,

RICHARD ALLEN’S ADVERTISEMENT,

*.* WHEREAS numbers of the citizens of Phi-
ladelphia have left the city and fhut up in their hou-
fes their dogs and cats, whole howlings and cries are
fo frequent and loud as to difturb the neighbourhood
in which they are confined. The fubfcriber takes
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laft year, while his fytem was charged with mercury,
on account of a liver complaint, and he had che dif-
cafe very leverely.

Auguft 20th.

The Seleét and Common Councils authorife the
Mayor to borrow 10,000 dollars, in anticipation of
the taxes of the prefent year, to be applied to the
purpofes of watching and watering the city, and
{fuch other objeéts as the Mayor fhall deem neceffary
for the general protection of the city during the pre-
fent calamity. -

The Mayor of Baltimore iffues a proclamation,
prohibiting  all intercourfe with Philadelphia,

which is as follows :

STATE ofF MARYLAND,
City of Baltimore, .

BY JAMES CALHOUN,
Mayor of the City of Baltimore,
A PROCLAMATION.
WHEREAS I have received fatisfactory infor-

mation, that a malignant and mortal fever now rages
in the city of Philadelphia ; and there is great rea-
fon to apprehend the faid difeafe may be communi-
cated to this place from the number of paffengers
and quantity of baggage and other goods daily
brought here from the faid city, efpecially by the wa-
ter communication, unlefs the intercourfe be in fome
degree reftrained : '

I HAVE THEREFORE, with the concurrence
of the Commiffioners of Health, deemed it incum-
bent to iffue this proclamation, hereby forbidding
the entrance into the city of Baltimore, or within
three miles thereof, of all perlons whomioever, as

th‘-
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well as all baggage or other goods, which have come
from the city of Philadelphia, until they fhall
at leaft have been fifteen days abfent therefrom : ex-
cepting only from this reftriction, all fuch perfons or
goods as may have come from the faid city of Phila-
delphia, by land, and fhall ftop at Merry’s tavern,
on the Philadelphia road, and be there examined by
doctor Jofeph Way, and obtain his pafiport of ad-
mittance. This proclamation to remain in force
until public information is given to the contrary, of
which all perfons concerned are defired to take no-
tice, and govern themfelves accordingly.

Given under my hand and the corporate feal of
the city of Baltimore, this 18th day of Auguft,

1798,
JAMES CALHOUN,
Mayor of the City of Baltimore.

Letters received yefterday from New-York, ftate
that the yellow fever has appeared in feveral fa-

milies in that city, and had occafioned a number of
deaths.

Copy of a letter to the Managers of the Marine and City
Hofpitals, dated Augu® 201h, 1798.

FOR THE BOARD OF HEALTH.

SINCE my laft report, which was on the 1sth
inftant, I have been engaged in attending three per-
fons, with the malignant fever, out of town, the in-
fection of which they appear to have received pre-
vious to their leaving it.  Since my return to town,
I'find the woman who nurfed Mr, Douglafs’s fon has
been affefted with the fame difeafe, though fhe was
falivated from rubbing him with mercurial ointment,
and muft have received it from him by contagion,
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as fhe had never been out of the houfe for fix days
previous to the attack.

I alfo know two perfons that have taken the dif-
eafe this year who had it laft year. A young man
at the corner of Second and Lombard f{treets, who
lived in the family of Mr. Cockburn, at the corner of
Spruce and Front ftreets, (who with his wife and a
boy lately died in the fame houfe of the exifting fe-
ver) and his brother is now in the difeafe. There
are at this time 10 or 12 perfons with it in the Alleys
near Mr. Hunter’s, the druggift, in Second-ftreet.
Dr. Pafchalis has had five applications fince laft even-
ing ; one, a French jeweller in Second near Chefnut
ftreet, Mr. Valence and fifter in Spruce-ftreet, &c.
Dr. Church is attending two frefh cafes in the fami-
ly of Mrs. Roberts, in Chriftian-ftreet.  You need
not be reminded of the cafesin Race and Vine ftreets,
and in Kenfington. In fhort, the difeafe is rapidly
and fenfibly {preading into every part of the city,
and can no longer be fupprefled till froft arrives to
difarm it of its power. If this be the cafe, (and that
it is, paft events demonftrate) would it not be advifa-
ble (I mean not to diftate but merely to enquire,
from motives of pure and, in the prefent inftance,
difinterefted humanity) to apprize the citizens which
ftill remain in town, of their danger, and to furnifth
them with inftructions how to efcape its deftructive
ravages ?

Advice from you, in your colle&tive capacity,
would have the virtue ofa law, and would be prompt-
ly obeyed. From an individual it would appear
prefumptious or at leaft officious, and inftead of ha-
ving the effeét intended, would only ferve to roufe
the demon of envy, or provoke the venom of flan-
der. I fubmit the matter to your better judgment,
and am, with fincere relpeét, yours, &c.
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Auvguft 21ft, .
Mr. T. F.a very promifing youth, died fome dif-

tance frcm the city to-day.

Auguit 22d.
Only 12 perfons died of the fever at Bofton from
the 3d to the 16th inft. and there were only 17 fick
at that time. Only 28 have died fince the 1t of

July to the 16th.

From the Philadelphia Gazette, of this date.

The prefent alarming fituation of ourcity, is alas,
truly deplorable—almoft in a general {tate of infecti-
on with the difeafe, to whofe virulence, medicinal
ikill is lamentably compelled, to acknowledge its in-
feriority ! Former experience is rendered in a great
meafure ufelefs by the very marterial difference in
the nature of the difeafe—The moft copious bleed-
ing, and the moft violent purgatives have been found
ineffectual ; and the fuccefs that will attend the new
fyfiem of emptving the gall-bladder, is at leaft pro-
bkmatical. With regard to the opinion of the non-
contagion of the diforder, I have very great reafon
to doubt it. I have known, lately, feveral inftances
that could not be accounted for upon any other prin-
ciple than that of contagion. The moft ftriking of
the cafes I allude to, is, where feveral of a family,
living in a healthy and uninfected part of the city,
took the diforder from a perfon in the family, whom
they had for feveral days clofely attended ; without
havirg them{clves been in any part of the city that
could even have been fuppofed to be infeted. I
would caution my fellow-citizens not to truft too
implicitly to this fatal opinion, which has been fo
indufliionfly propagated. A confidence in it, in cafe
it thoula happen to be erroneous, may prove the de-
ftruction of thoufands, while by ating under a difbe-
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cognizance, and he was refufed. He then folicited
an entrance into the alms-houfe, but having the dy-
fentery, and not being entitled to a place of refidence
here, he was unfuccefsful.  His next application was
to captain Allen, health-officer of the port, but the
captain conceiving himfelf unauthorized to fend him
to the City Hofpital, the poor wretch was turned
away without any hope of relief. What became of
him I know not, but the deep diftrefs, anxiety, and
defpondency depicted in his countenance produced a
correfpondent fentiment of fympathy in the minds of
the byftanders, all of whom feemed to regret his un-
happy condition, though none knew in what manner
to grant him the aid he required. '

Let us but recall the cafe of this unfortunate man
home to our own bofoms—difcafed, friendlefs and
difconfolate—fituate in a ftrange country, where he
knew not the countenance of a fingle human being ;
incapable of providing for himfelf, and unable from
illnefs to leave the city ; willing to take refuge even
in an infected hofpital,and I am fure there is no man
who is not abfolutely callous to the voice of mifery,
and dead to every thing which bears the ftamp of
humanity, who will not approve of fome plan being
fallen on for the comfortable accommodation of
fuch of his fuffering fellow-men—A plan for this
laudable purpole is not only very feafible, but of ve-
ry eafy practicability. I would advife then, that a
temporary building be immediately ereted near the
City Hofpital, into which all difeafed perfons, willing
to go, fhould be freely and without ceremony ad-
mitted. If, on experiment, they are found to have
the prevailing malady, they fhould be placed in the
hofpital ; if otherwife, they fhould be provided for
as circumftances would render humane and proper.
Bug; as a more permanent and cffctual eftablifh-
ment, there thould be attached to the inftitution of
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the alms-houfe, not direétly joining it, an infirmary,
into which all perfons defigned to be accommodated
in the inftitution, fhould at fir{t be fent there to un-
dergo an examination of judicious phyficians, and
afterwards either to be provided for in the infirma-
ry, or to be otherwife difpofed of, as their feveral
cafes might require.  Surely there can be no reafon-
able objection to a plan of this kind—the expence
would be trifling, compared with the magnitude of
the obje&, and the good which might refult from i,
would be incalculable. The man who will fet about
accomplifhing this objeét, muft fucceed—and will
doubtlefs have, not only the ineftimable enjoyment
of an approving mind, but the blefling of many a
woe-worn objelt of wretchednefs.

" If public inftitutions will not fhelter under their
roofs, difealed and penny-lels wretches, can it, or
ought it to be expected, that private perfons will ?
And efpecially at a time, when the horror attached
to the idea of introducing the yellow fever into their
families, produces, in the minds of moft, a {pecies of
morbid panic, which paralizes every fentiment of
hofpitality towards fufpected individuals.

I am not fo tenacious of my plan but that I will
moft cordially fupport a better, if one more eligible
is propofed by a more happy genius : but this isno
time for temporifing, or halting between two opini-
ons ; fomething muft be promptly done ; and I now
call on my fellow-citizens, in the name of every
thing dear to humanity, not to hefitate, or trifle on
the occafion. To the guardians of the poor, and
the managers of the marine and city hofpitals, I
make the appeal, and truft it will not be in vain—
They have the power and the means of accomplifh-
ing the objett ; they are men; they muft be poffef-
fed of a fellow-feeling for the unfortunate, and muft
be convinced of the urgency of the ocecalion. To































































































































































































































































































































































