A sketch of the rise and progress of the yellow fever, and of the
proceedings of the Board of Health, in Philadelphia, in the year 1799 : to
which is added, a collection of facts and observations respecting the origin
of the yellow fever in this country ; and a review of the different modes of
treating it / by William Currie, Fellow of the College of Physicians, and
member of the American Philosophical Society, &c.;

Contributors

Currie, William, 1754-1828.
Hosack, David, 1769-1835.
Bartram, Archibald, 17747-1808
Budd, Henry, -1816

Philadelphia (Pa.). Board of Health.
National Library of Medicine (U.S.)

Publication/Creation
Philadelphia : Printed by Budd and Bartram ..., 1800.

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/ry3thdrq

License and attribution

This material has been provided by This material has been provided by the
National Library of Medicine (U.S.), through the Medical Heritage Library. The
original may be consulted at the National Library of Medicine (U.S.) where the
originals may be consulted.

This work has been identified as being free of known restrictions under
copyright law, including all related and neighbouring rights and is being made
available under the Creative Commons, Public Domain Mark.

You can copy, modify, distribute and perform the work, even for commercial
purposes, without asking permission.

Wellcome Collection
London NW1 2BE UK

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/













e

| RISE AND PROGRESS < _.

OF THE

YELLOW FEVER,

AND OF THE
ProceepiNes oF THE Boarp or Hparth,
IN PHILADELPHI1A,
In the Year 1799 :
TO WHICH IS ADDED,
A Collection of Facls and Observations
RESPECTING THE
ORIGIN OF THE YELLOW, FEVER
IN THIS CDUNT_RY;/#EKJ 5
AND '

: A REVIEW OF THE DIFFERENT MODES
OF TREATING IT.

Br WILLIAM CURRIE,Y

FELLOW OF THE COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS, AND
MEMEER OF THE AMFRICAN PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY, &ec.

) “ Though prejudice in narrow minds,
The mental eye of reafon blinds ;
Though wit, which not ¢’en friends will fpare,
Affeét the fneering, laughing air;
Though purLxess, in her monkifh gown,
Difplay the wispom of a frown;
Yet TruTn will force herfelf, in fpite
Of all their efforts, into light.”

PHILADELPHIA:

PRINTED BY BUDD AND BARTRAM, No 8,
NORTH SECOND STREET.— 1800,






PriE ek A O F

MY principal defign in the prefent publi-
cation, is to eftablifh the truth refpe@ing the
origin of the yellow fever in this country;
and, to communicate what appears to me to
be an improvement, in the treatment of that
dangerous malady.

The intelligent reader will perceive, that the
prefent performance contains fome fentiments
in fome refpects different from thofe I former-
ly entertained, and particularly with refpect
to the identity of the yellow fever with that
of the typhus gravior or common malignant
fever of camps and hofpitals : I therefore beg
leave to remind him, that knowledge muft
neceflarily be progreflive on new and intricate
fubje@s; and that fince my former publica-
tions, additional obfervations and more am-
ple and accurate views, have afforded me

more correét ideas on the fubject.
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A SKETCH, .

THE firft cafes of the peftilential or yellow fe-
ver that occurred laft year in Philadelphia, were in
the neighbourhood of Meflrs. Willing and Francis’s
wharf, between Pine and Lombard-ftreets, near the
fouthern boundary of the city : and in {fouthwark,
in the neighbourhood of the ftill-houfe wharf, with-

in a few paces of the Swedes church.

The firft cafes that have come to my kaowledge
in the neighbourhood of the firft mentioned wharf,
were the following, viz. A young woman at No.
17, about the 15th or 16th of June; Mr. Afh-
mead, a little lower down in Front-ftreet, on the
17th, who died on the 23d. Mr. Thomas, who
had been on board a veflel from Curracoa, and
came from the quarantine ground the 15th, was
taken ill with the fever on the 17th. A fhoemaker’s
boy, on the 21ft, was moved from Southwark to
Arch near Seventh-ftreet and there died. Mr. John
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the Board of Health might not be deceived, and
the citizens lulled to a fatal fecurity by this cir-
cumftance, one of the members of the College
fent them the following letter.

¢“ To THE BoarD oF HEALTH.

“ Yuly 11th, ’99.

¢ GENTLEMEN,

< I expedt you all recolle, that every time the
peftilential or yellow fever has occurred in this city,
fince the year 1793, it has made its firft appear-
ance near fome one of the wharves of the city on
the Delaware, and that it has been confined for
the firlt week or more to the particular neighbour-
hood where it was firft obferved, or to perfons
whofe occupations led them to frequent that parti-
cular part, or had bufinefs with veffels or cargoes
recently arrived ; and that after the death or reco-
very of thofe firlt attacked, it has made a remark-
able though a partial paufe, after which it has gra-
dually fpread or been conveyed into more diftant
parts, and has rapidly advanced with the advancing
feafon.

<« This having been the ftate of the rife and
progrefs of the fever in former years, what reafon
have we to expe& a different event this year ?

¢« We learn from paft obfervations, that a cer-
tain condition of the atmofphere muft concur with
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who have had intercourfe with the fick, or whe
have been expofed to infeéted articles, whether in-
tentionally or not, be alfo compelled to leave the
place where the difeafe has begun to appear, for a
certain time.—*¢ To permit the infe&ted to remain
in a populous city, is to colle&t magazines of con-
tagion, {ooner or later to be diftributed into every
quarter, and of courfe to convert a whole city into
a theatre of difeafe and death.”

¢¢ By the ftri& obfervance of thofe regulations,
Cardinal Gaftaldi, who was appointed commiffary
general of health, with difcretionary and unlimited
powers, fupprefled the plague at Rome in the year
1657, after the difeafe had made confiderable pro-
grefs. The Cardinal’s rigorous proceedings at firft
excited great popular difcontent and clamour; but
as he afted with impartiality, and his proceedings

fucceeded, he afterwards received the public
thanks.

¢ In the year 1720, the plague was fufpended
at Marfeilles by fimilar means for fome weeks, and,
no doubt, would have been entirely extinguithed,
if cafes had not been permitted to multiply, owing
to this deceitful paufe, a circumftance which gave
occafion to the: populace to treat the phyficians
and furgeons with indignity, for creating what they
fuppofed a falfe alarm.—In confequence of this
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¢« HEALTH.OFFICE.

“ Philadelphia, 7th Mo. 10. 1799.
¢“ GENTLEMEN, s
¢ Your friendly communication under date of the
6th inft. is at hand. We are happy in having an
opportunity of contradi&ting the injurious reports
regarding the health of this city: reports which
fear has induftrioufly diffufed and greatly magnifi-
ed. They originated from feveral perfons in one
fquare of the city having become fick. Perfons
who had no acquaintance or connexion with each
other ; each of whofe indifpofition can be attributed
to diftin& and different caufes fufficient to have
produced that effe¢t; caufes which would hav%
operated fimilarly in every country and fituation
equally warm. Their families, nurfes, and attend-
ants continue well, neither has any new cafe of
ficknefs occurred in the neighbourhood for ten days
paft, from which circumftances the alarm has en-
tirely fubfided.

¢« We accept your propofal of correfpondence with
pleafure, and fhall cheerfully give every informa-
tion of the health of our city, together with the
probable caufe which may have produced ficknefs,
{hould it at any period exift.

¢ Every exertion is ufing among us to avert fo

dreadful a calamity ; and we cannot but hope with
C












( 2r )

There were nineteen funerals in the city and
liberties on the 17th, including two from accidents,
viz. eight adults and eleven children. From the

17th to the 23d of the month, feveral perfons
were attacked in the neighbourhood of Front,
Lombard and Penn-[treets, in the families of Mr.,
Bridges, Mrs. Woods, Mr. Blackifon and Mr,
Thomas. Several perfons were attacked in fuc-
ceflion, at fufficiently long intervals to juftify a con-
clufion that the difeafe was contagious, efpecially
as feveral other families in the fame neighbourhood
were entirely exempt, which would not have been
probable if the difeafe had arifen from noxious ex-
halations floating in the atmofphere.

A lady moved from Penn-flreet to Wilmington .
early in July, and died there of the fever, but did
not communicate the difeafe to any other perfon.

A journeyman fhoemaker who refided at Downs’s,
died of the difeafe in Little Water-ftreet the latter
end of July, a few days after Downs’s lad.

The whole number of deaths on the 29th of
July, amounted only to nine, feven of which were
at the City-hofpital.

The Board of Health reccived official informa-
tion the beginning of Auguft, of the exiftence of
the yellow fever in New York.












ST
almoft deftitute of inhabitants. Many, however,
who had no places provided to retreat to, were
forced to remain: and many fell vicims to the
difeafe, who might have efcaped if the fignal of
danger had been given earlier ; and particularly if
the line of communication had been cut off early
between the infefted and the other parts of the

city, by removing both the difeafed and the found
from that part to a fafe diftance in the country.

~ The difeafe gradually extended to almoft every
part of the city eaft of Seventh-ftreet; but very
few cafes occurred weftward farther than that
{treet, and not one either on Schuylkill or in Kenf-
ington, as far as I can learn.

A few nights of fevere froft after the middle of
O&ober, deprived the contagion of its power, and
put a period to the difeafe fo completely, that the
greateft part of the citizens returned to their wel-
come homes before the end of the month.

The Board did not begin to publifh the daily
return of deaths in the city and liberties till the
21ft of Auguft. From this time to the 18th of
Oéober, when they defifted from publifhing them,
the number of deaths amounted to 720, including
thofe that died at the City hofpital. I believe it
may be fafely computed, that the number of deaths

in the city and liberties from the 21ft of June to
D
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the 21ft of Auguft, on an average, did not ex-
ceed 10 a day, including yellow fever cafes, which
is lefs than has occurred many years when no yel-
low fever prevails ; for that period is the moft in-
falubrious part of the year to infants and young
children in Philadelphia, as September and O¢to-
ber have always been to adults.

According to the return made by the Board of
Health to the Governor, the interments from the
1oth of July to the laft of O&ober did not exceed
1276. During the laft mentioned period, 324 pa-
tients were received into the City hofpital ; of thefe
193 died.* The remedies chiefly employed were
blood-letting, and mercury, both internally, ‘and
externally, for the purpofe of inducing falivation
as {peedily as poflible.

In the year 1793, 807 patients were received
into Bufh-Hill hofpital (which is fituated in a much
- more eligible and falutary fituation than the prefent
hofpital) from the 22d of September to the 6th of
November ; of thefe 448 died. The chief reme-
dies employed in 1793, were, occafiomal but very
{fparing bleeding, mild laxatives, diluting drinks
with vegetable acids, blifters and camphorated ni-
trous powders, partial warm bath, &ec.

* The number of patients with the yellow fever admitted
into the Lazaretto or Marine hofpital was 95, of whom 21
died.
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In 1797 I do not know the number admitted.
Bleeding was feldom employed ; but mercury was
employed in fmall and repeated dofes, for the pur-
pofe of inducing falivation. The proportion of
deaths, however, was nearly equal to that of

1799

In 1798, in addition to free blood-letting and
the liberal ufe of mercury in recent cafes, ative
emetics were frequently employed about the fourth
day of the difeafe, for the purpofe of ¢ fhaking
the gall-bladder ;”* the quantity and vitiated qua-
lity of the bile being at that time fuppofed, by
fome gentlemen, to be the principal caufe which
kept up the febrile ftate. The proportion of
deaths however was greater in 1798, if my in-
formation is corre&t, and I have made a careful
inquiry, than in any of the other years that have
been mentioned.

Some of the nurfes became fick at the hofpital
in 1799, but were all well when the patients were
difcharged, and the houfe fhut up on the 2d of
November. In the courfe of the difeafe, the
alms-houfe and Pennfylvania hofpital were fhut;
in confequence of which the poor, with difeafes
of different kinds, were received for fome time
into the City hofpital.
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wet from April to the 12th of June. 1t then be-
came all at once extremely warm and continued fo
(two or three days excepted) till the 26th. On
the 24th the thermometer rofe at 2 P. M. to g2°
which was as high as it had been at any time for
8 years before, in the fame fituation. No rain or
fcarcely any fell from the 12th to the 26th of
June.—A thunder-guft came on fuddenly in the
afternoon of the 26th, accompanied with tempeft.
On the 29th another thunder-guft, fucceeded by
frequent fhowers.

July 1ft, it thundered and rained heavily—became
fair on the 2d, but continued variable, and the heat
moderate with refrefhing wefterly breezes, to the
ift of Auguft. The thermometer feldom rofe
higher than 82—Rain fell on the 6th, gth, 13th,
14th, 19th, 20th (the 20th accompanied with
{trong cold wind,) 26th and gi1ft—Loud thunder
only 3 days in July.

The weather in Auguft was very variable; the
thermometer fometimes as high as 86, at others as
low as 76 : and a confiderable quantity of rain fell
at different times in the courfe of the month, fome-
times (repeatedly in the firft week) accompanied
with loud thunder. On the 19th the air was un-
pleafantly cold.
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fhowers on the 11th, 12th, and 13th) till the night
of the 17th when there was a fevere froft.—From
the day laft mentioned to the 8th of November,
froft appeared every morning ; but the days con-
tinued mild, and very pleafant.

Very few cafes of the fever appeared this year
after the 20th of Ofober, nor did any perfon that
I have heard of, take it after their return from the
country, though they returned earlier than ufual ;
and but three or four that have come to my know-
ledge in the courfe of the winter, though it conti-
nued milder and more moderate, till the end of
January, than any winter that has oceurred for
feveral years: and no attention has been paid by
the Board of Health, that I can learn, to purify-
ing infected houfes, bedding or wearing apparel.

After the thawing of a deep {fnow in Decem-
ber a catarrhal complaint, or diftreffing cough, be-
came epidemic, which proved mortal to a few chil-
dren, and old people.

In the winter of 1793, feveral cafes of the yel-
low fever occurred which came under the obferva-
tion of the writer of this fketch. In thofe cafes
the difeafe was of longer duration, and had a
greater refemblance to the putrid or common jail
fever, than it had been in the fummer and autumn,
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cis Wheeler ‘was fent with a fleet to invade and
conquer Martinique, but his men were feized with
a malignant fever which deftroyed three-fourths of
them; in confequence of this the fleet failed to
Bofton and introduced the difeafe into that town,
where it occafioned dreadful mortality.”
this account, however, it cannot be afcertained
whether this was the yellow fever or the common
putrid fever.

From

The firft appearance of the yellow fever in Bar-
badoes, of which any account is recorded or handed
down by popular tradition, was in the year 1691 ;
at which time the Rev. Griffith Hughes (Nat. Hift.
Barbad.) fays it was called the New Diftemper,
and afterwards Kendal’s fever, the peftilential fe-
ver, and the bilious fever. |

i

Dr. Warren, who refided in Barbadoes, and
publified a treatife on the difeafe in 1739, af-
ferts, ¢ that it was introduced into Barbadoes
from Martinique by the Lynn man of war, in the
year 1723, and from the fame place ten years after
by a veflel, the furgeon of which, Mr. Nelfon, was
fick on the paffage, and died a few days after his
arrival at Barbadoes.”” Dr. Warren adds, “ The
fever had broke out, as he was informed by Mr.
Nelfon and others, at Port St. Pierre, foon after
the arrival of a provencal fleet from Marfeilles.”
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“ Barbadoes diftemper.” And John Gough, in
his Hiftory of the Friends (vol. iii. p. 516) fays,
¢ the difeafe which raged in Philadelphia, in the
year 1699, was the fame as that which has fince
been called the yellow fever, which had been very
mortal in the Weft India iflands for a confiderable
time before it made its appearance in Philadelphia.
The difeafe alfo prevailed the fame year in Charlef-
ton, South Carolina.’’*

Mr. Story, in the 2d vol. of his Journal, has re-
corded, “ that 17 perfons lay dead of a malignant
fever in the city of New-York, on the 1t of Sep-
tember (N. S.) in the year 1702.”

The late Dr. Thomas Bond of Philadelphia,
in an introduftory lefture to a clinical courfe,
in the Pennfylvania hofpital, the 3d of Decem-
ber in the year 1766, fpeaking of the effe&s of cli-
mate, in influencing and modifying the appearance
and violence' of difeafes, delivered the following
falts and opinions, viz.

¢ The laft wet fummer, fucceeded by a fhort fpace
of dry hot weather in autumn, caufed fo many in-
termittents from the fouthern fuburbs of this city,
all the way to Georgia, that I may venture to affert,
two-thirds of the inhabitants were not able to do

* Hiftory of South Carolina, vol. 1. p. 142.
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den and extraordinary change in the difeafes of any
other country ?

To extricate themfelves from the dilemma in
which they are involved by this queftion, the fup-
porters of the domeftic origin of the yellow fever
have recourfe to an imaginary change in the confti-
tution of the atmofphere, which they fay has taken
place of late years, and has become inflammatory :
and, that this inflammatory conftitution of the at-
mofphere, in conjunétion with putrid exhalations,
which before this change of conftitution took place
occafioned only fevers of a fimple and mild kind in
this country, now gives origin to the malignant and
deftructive yellow fever. In fupport of this doc-
trine, its advocates appeal to the feafon of the year
when the difeafe begins, progrefles and terminates ;
and to the more fpeedy ripening and decay of fruit,
increafe of infeéts, &c. than formerly: and, no
doubt, they would have confidered the Heflian fly
as an unanfwerable argument in favour of their
opinion, if, unfortunately, it had not appeared too
early for their purpofe.—Mr. Webfter, with equal
reafon, confiders the death of oyfters and large
draughts of fhad, as links of the fame chain of
caufes which produce earthquakes and yellow fe-
ver! Baut it furely requires fomething more fub-
flantial, to eftablifh a doétrine fraught with fuch
ferious confequences to the welfare and intereft of
the community, than the mere fuggeftions of fancy:
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ftill more exceptionable, and to be as much the
creature of imagination as the tales of the fairies..

Some gentlemen, confounding contagion which
arifes occafionally in certain climates and fituations,
with that which is permanent and always exifting,
have hazarded an affertion, in contradiétion to re-
ceived opinion and common obfervation, that the
yellow fever is not contagious. This dorine, if
erroneous, would be attended with fuch ferious
confequences, that nothing but the moft pofitive and
unambiguous proofs fhould induce any one to give
credit to it. For though many inconveniencies and
evils arife from the dread of contagion when it does
not exift, there has been no truth more clearly
proved, than thar ftill greater inconveniencies and
injuries are the confequence of believing there is no
danger in vifiting and attending the fick, when the
difeafe is contagious. Surely, thercfore, before
the adoption of .an opinion which, if falfe, would
be attended with fuch ferious and fatal confe-
quences, the moft indifputable proofs fhould be
exhibited.

" Notwithftanding the difficulties which attend all
inquiries into the nature and properties of conta-
gion, and the influence of various caufes on its ope-
ration, there are but few fubjeéts on which people
in general are {o well agreed. And if men of eru-
dition had trufted to the teftimony of their fenfes,
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occafioned and propagated, but from the perfons and
clothes of thofe that have lately been fick, or that
have even remained long in an infe&ted atmofphere ;
that is, in that portion of the atmofphere that fur-
rounds the fick, which being received into woollen,
cotton, filk, and many other porous materials, not
excepting timber and furniture, are capable, after
having been conveyed a great diftance and preferved
a great length of time in fituations excluded from
freth air, of producing the fame eftet as an immedi-
ate communication with the fick themfelves : of this
fa&t, the examples on record are fo numerous as to
put the matter beyond the poflibility of a doubt.
It has alfo been obferved by feveral late writers of
diftinguifhed talents and information, that the moft
highly contagious fevers, in clear and well venti-
lated hofpitals, do not in general affe¢t the patients
lodged in the fame ward, but the nurfes only, and
thofe patients or other perfons that aflift them in
taking them out or putting them into bed, or thofe
that lie in the beds contiguous to, or very near
them. The fame obfervation applies to private
families in large, clean and ventilated apartments ;
for there it is rare for any perfons but thofe who
are under the neceflity of fleeping in the chamber,
or of approaching fo near the fick as to be fenfible
of the warmth or exhalations from his body, to
be infefted, efpecially if they guard againit {tand-
ing oppofite to the courfe of the wind when the
windows are open ; for the matter of contagion,
K
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their voyage, though much lefs crowded than the
unfortunate flaves. It is alfo well known to thofe
acquainted with the prefent ftate of medical know-
ledge, or that have been employed in military
hofpitals or prifon fhips, that the fever which
originates in confined and foul fituations crowded
with people, is of a continued form, and is con-
tagious in winter as well as at other {eafons of the
jyear ; which we now know is not the cafe in tem-
perate climates with either the plague or the yel-
low fever, both of which prevail or become epide-
mic only in the latter part of fummer and during
the autumnal feafon; and which have fo many
fymptoms in common, and have their principal
feats in the fame parts of the fyftem, as diffections -
demonftrate, that if there is any dependence on
analogy, they originate from the fame caufe and
are only different degrees of the fame difeafe,
varied in fome refpects by difference of climate.

We now know from repeated obfervations, that
the contagion of the yellow fever, like that of the
peftilence, requires a certain range of temperature,
as well as a calm or ftagnant condition of it, to
enable it to operate injurioufly on the principle
of life. When the temperature of the armof-
phere is above 8o, the contagion is volatilized
and diffipated : when as low as the freezing point,
the caloric or matter of heat by which it is render-
ed volatile and a&ive is detached, and it falls harm-
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ed the ftomach from receiving a fufficient quantity
of drink to operate upon the fecretions; but in
many inftances vomiting was induced by the firft
dofe which was exhibited and did not ceafe until
the death of the patient. Salivation was very rare-
ly produced by the ufe of this medicine.

¢¢ Having been thus unfortunate in the ufe of
mercury, we immediately returned to our former
mode of praéice, which again proved as fucce/sful
as the mercurial treatment had been fatal. The
laft patient to whom I exhibited mercury was the
fifter of Mr. Edmund Prior. Her fituation became
extremely dangerous, but fhe recovered after fix
weeks illnefs. Compare her fituation with the
other members of Mr. Prior’s family who were
treated by the fudorific plan, as ftated in the ad-
vertifement publithed by Mr. Prior, under the fig-
nature of a Citizen, after his recovery from a fe-
vere attack of this difeafe.

¢ If it were neceflary I could fubjoin many tef-
timonies of a fimilar nature, in favour of the treat-
ment by purging and {weating, which has now
become very general with our pradtitioners.

< But it has been objeéted to the fudorific prac-
tice by the advocates for the lancet, that it 1s very
difficult to produce perfpiration. I grant that it is

in fome inftances attended with difficulty, but I
O
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was Jonathan Burrell, Efg. of this city, cafhier of
the United States branch bank. He was attacked
with the ufual fymptoms of this difeafe, pain in the
head, back and limbs; countenance flufhed, eyes
loaded, fkin hot and dry, pulfe frequent and hard.
I immediately prefcribed for him falts and warm
drinks in the manner before mentioned. After their
operation his {fymptoms continued to increafe, at-
tended with a great propenfity to fleep, bordering
on ftupor—his fkin remained hot and dry, without
the leaft appearance of perfpiration. Finding the
above remedies were ineffetual, I immerfed his legs
in a veflel of warm water and vinegar, fupplied him
largely with warm drinks, at the fame time kept
him well covered with his bed-clothes while fitting
upon the fide of the bed. In this fituation he re-
mained upwards of half an hour, when he became
faint, his fkin relaxed and moift, and was followed
with a moft profufe perfpiration, which was conti-
nued by means of warm drinks for the fpace of
three days, when his fever was entirely removed.
During the whole of this procefs he remained in
bed, without change of bedding or clothing—this
I confider a very neceflary regulation during the
febrile ftage, and an effential part of the fudorific

treatment,

Another circumf{tance of great importance in this
mode of treatment, is, to continue the perfpiration
without the leaft intermiffion until the fever is en-
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tirely removed : for the leaft check that is given to
this difcharge is very apt to produce irritation at
the {tomach, which, if not fpeedily removed, is fol-
lowed by that diftrefling and charaeriftic fymptom
of this difeafe the black wvomit. In this ftage of the
difeafe I have frequently employed Dblifters to the
region of the ftomach with great benefit; but I
have generally remarked, that they were rendered
much more effe&ual in their operation by the con-
tinuance of fomentations to the extremitjes.—When
the heat and burning at the ftomach are not re-
Jieved by thefe remedies, and black womit fucceeds,
we have little to hope of fuccefs from any fource
whatever. Yeast and the faline mixture have oceafion-
ally given relief in this defperate period of the dif-
eafe; but there is one fpecies of the black vomit
wherein the matter difcharged exhibits the appear-
ance of coffee-grounds, in which I have been more
fuccefsful in the ufe of lime-water than with any
other remedy—Dbut that {pecies of black vomit,
wherein the matter difcharged appears in the form
of black flakes indicating a deftru&ion of the coats
of the ftomach, I have never feen removed by lime-
water or any other remedy. But in the firlt men-
tioned {pecies, if it were neceflary I could enumerate
more than twenty cafes, wherein this generally fatal
{ymptom has been removed and the patients reco-
‘vered by the ufe of the lime-water. In the follow-
ing advertifement Dr., Bard bears witnefs to its fuc-
cefs in thefe cafes: if it were required he could add
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his teftimony that many others were cured by the
fame means.

«“ Meffrs. M‘Lean and Lang,

¢¢ A paragraph appeared in your paper of this
morning, recommending various alkalefcent fub-
ftances as antidotes to the poifon of infeftion: It
may perhaps in fome meafure confirm this doétrine,
and at the fame time ferve the caufe of humanity
to have it publicly known, that lime-water mixed
with an equal quantity of new milk has been found
by Dr. Hofack of this city not only a fafe and eafy
way of exhibiting this remedy, but fo efficacious as
attually to have cured (by this preicription) three
cafes of black vomiting ; and that in every inftance
in which it has been exhibited (and they are not
few) it has relieved the uneafinefs and burning at
the ftomach and checked the vomiting, which are
{fuch painful and alarming fymptoms of the prevail-
ing epidemic. Convinced from my own obfervation
of the great efficacy of this fafe, cheap and agree-
able remedy, I think it becomes a duty to give it
all the publicity in my power : and without fuppof-
ing my name will prove any greater recommenda-
tion of it than that of my fellow pradtitioners, I
fubfcribe it only in evidence of the fact.

SAM'. BARD.”
Sept. 6th, 1798.
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in which time the powers of life were nearly ex-
haufted. A fecond caufe of want of fuccefs is, the
exhibition of other remedies at the fame time that
the lime-water is employed. I have frequently ob-
ferved thofe gentlemen who are partial to the ufe
of mercury, to continue the ufe of that medicine at
the fame time the lime-water was given. As the
operation of mercury generally produces irritation
at the ftomach, naufea and vomiting, it is fcarcely to
be expeéted of lime-water or any other remedy to
compofe the ftomach under thofe circumftances. I
fhould as readily expeét that lime-water would allay
vomiting at the moment zartar emetic was exhibited
with the view to excite it.

« A third caufe of the unfuccefsful ufe of lime-
water is the want of perfeverance in the ufe of it.
1 was credibly informed, that a pradtitioner in this
city who ftands high in his profeflion, upon hearing
of this remedy, adminiftered a fingle dofe of it, and
upon its failure has never employed it a {econd
time, but affeéts to defpife it as inert and ufelefs.

<« When I firlt employed lime-water in the yellow
fever, I generally directed it to be mixed with an
equal quantity of milk, and a wineglafs-full of the
mixture to be given every hour. Since that time, I
have in feveral inftances given it in porter with bene-
fit, where the mixture of it with milk was rejected.
A Mr. Graham, whom I vifited laft fummer, on
Long Ifland, is a ftriking example of the advantage
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