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ELEPHANTIASIS SCROTI. 537

states that five other cases had come within his
knowledge where the scrotum, being much enlarged,
had sloughed, leaving the testicles denuded.

[The above plate gives the appearance of a
negro suffering from Elephantiasis Scroti, and the
same individual two months after its extirpation by
Dr. Picton of New Orleans. The operation was

performed on the 3d of October, 1837, in the presence
63












ELEPHANTIASIS SCROTI. 541

In the operation expedition is of the greatest mo-
ment ; and the patient’s safety might be compro-
mised by a tedious dissection in order to preserve
those parts. Surgeons have commenced with the
intention of leaving them; but, in consequence of
the alarming loss of blood, the attempt has been
abandoned in the course of the operation. This
was the case in Mr. Liston’s operation, and like-
wise in Mr. Key's; the patient’s powers, in the
latter, having become so depressed, that Sir A.
Cooper proposed that no further attempts should
be made to save the penis and testes, which were
accordingly excised. Clot-Bey and Dr. Titley suc-
ceeded in saving the penis, but they were obliged
to remove the testes. The elongation of the sper-
matic cords, and the difliculty of finding healthy
integuments to cover the genital organs, are fur-
ther reasons for not making the attempt to preserve
them when the elephantiasis is of great magnitude.
Delpech succeeded, after a tedious and difficult dis-
section, in saving these parts in his operation, which
was performed in the following way.—Three flaps,
two lateral and one in front, having been marked
out on the tumour with ink, the operation was com-
menced by the division of the integuments so as to
form the flaps. Several vessels then required to
he secured. An incision several inches in length
was next made on the right side of the tumour;
and, at the depth of two inches, a cluster of vessels
was discovered proceeding towards the bottom of
the scrotum. These, which were branches of the
external pudic, were cut and tied near the groin.
A similar ineision was made on the left side. and
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