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Rotheram, John, Cullen, William, First lines of the practice of physics...
WZ 270 C967f 1793, 2 vol.
Condition when received: The 2 volume set was extensively conserved at
some time in the past to include new casings that consisted of linen cloth
spines attached to original leather covers. The leather was weak, abraded and
powdering. The front and back covers were loosely attached and the inside
paper hinges were broken. Volume 2 covers had been attached at hinges using
thick, linen cloth. The gutters of fly pages, title pages and various other outer
pages had been guarded at some time in the past using thick support papers
adhered with an insoluble adhesive. As a result, several pages in each volume
were breaking at the gutters. With exception of the above described pages, the
text blocks remained intact. Acid migration from the frontice piece in
volumel caused dark brown discoloration on the title page. Volume 2 held a
loose historic bookplate.
Conservation treatment: Because only minimal treatment was carried out,
numerous old mends were allowed to remain. Some areas of adhesive buildup
at the gutter were removed in dry condition using a micro spatula. The inner
hinges of covers were reinforced using strips of acrylic-toned Japanese paper
usumino, all papers from Japanese Paper Place) adhered using wheat starch
paste (zin shofu, Conservation Materials, Ltd.) Various fly pages, title pages
and other “outer” pages were mended at the gutter using same. The spine
leather was consolidated using 2% hydroxypropyl cellulose (Klucel G,
BookMakers) in ethanol (Nasco). In volume 1, a barrier sheet of gampi tissue
was inserted between the frontice piece and the title page. In volume 2, a
loose bookplate was encapsulated in clear archival plastic of polyethylene
terephthalate (2 mil, Light Impressions) and placed in a hinged archival
pocket at the inside back cover. -
Conservation carried out by Rachel-Ray Cleveland
NLM Paper Conservator 06 /2006







