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iv PREFACE.

be found, now and then, which delineate the characters of dif-
orders properly; but thofe that occur there of this kind, howlo-
ever they may be eftimated by the Moderns, have taught us
but little ; and perhaps they would altogether have efcaped our
attention, unlefs the fame thing had firft been known to us from
our own obfervation.

The Moderns feldom turn over the books of the Ancients to
procure the firlt knowledge of things; but thefe are moit often
fearched only that they may fupport their own difcoveries and
obfervations by fuch authority.

I am perfuaded, that either moft of the hiftories of diforders
which are now found in the writings of the Ancients, belong to
a country very different from ours, and therefore of little ufe to
us; or that their writings have come to us fo injured and chang-
ed, that they can be of little advantage. At leaft it muft be
confefled, that the knowledge to be derived from them, is much
lefs than the labour of clearing them from ambiguity.

Neither have the Moderns proceeded until very lately, and
but {lowly, to advance thisbranch. For in the fixteenth century
the followers of Galen were engaged, with fuch great praife in re-
eftablifhing the doftrine of the Ancients, (being almoft wholly
employed in explaining and illuftrating their writings) that they
gave little affiftance in amending and enlarging the hiftory of
diforders.

Nor did the Chemical Phyficians of the fame age, the violent
enemies of the Galenifts, do any more. For being altogether
intent on difcovering medicines, and adminiftering them promif-
cuoufly, they diverted the minds of the people entirely from
the ftudy of diforders.

Hence it happened, that fcarce any full or accurate hiltories
were written from the reftoration of letters in the fifteenth cen-
tury to the times of Sydenham. But Sydenham, by that faga-
city and judgment in which he chiefly excelled, conceived that
more diligence was neceflary in marking and deferibing the phee-
nomena of diforders, and to this end applied himfelf to careful
obfervation ; by which means he at length publifhed a greater
number, and better deflcriptions, than any who preceded him.

From that period many Phyficians joined their labours in in-
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Univerfity, I thought it my duty to entice our pupils to the ftu-
dy of Nofology ; and that I might effect this more eafily, I took
care that as many books as would tend to this, fhould be publifh-
ed and put into their hands. ;

I took from Sauvages (not very full of other ufeful things)
thofe only which pertain to the diltinguifhing the genera and
fpecics of diforders, and with thefe I publifhed the whole books
of Linneus and Fogel together.

Thele authors, without doubt, deferve fome praife; for al-
though their works do not by any means appear to be perfeét,
nor to be capable of affording much fervice to inexperienced
ftudents, yet fome advantage may be gained from them by thofe
fkilled in the art, and who have been engaged for fome time in
diftinguifhing diforders.

It will be difficult to make this work perfe& immediately, nor
can it be done in my opinion, unlefs by repeated trials. There-
fore I have thought it not only allowable but beneficial, to pro-
mote this nofological work as much as I could; and with this
motive have attempted a method in fome meafure new, and
publifhed it with thofe mentioned above. This, although not
complete in every particular, yet I hope will be found more
accurate than the former in fome things.

Thofe who devoted themfelves to this ftudy before us, attempt-
ed it, in my opinion, not fo wifely; for they immediately em-
ployed themfelves in forming governing genera of claffes and or-
ders, paying little attention to the fpecies. But fpecies are only
formed by nature, and the formation of genera is the concepti-
on of the human mind, which will be fallacious and uncertain
until all the fpecies have been well marked and attended to ; and
unlefs we pay attention to the {pecies in forming genera, our la-
bour will be vain and unprofitable.

The formation of governing genera is not yet finifhed in any
fyftem of things. TFor clafles, or even orders, perfeétly natural,
are not yet every where conftituted either in the vegetable or
animal fyftem.

A method of foffils is even more difficult, and perhaps for dif-
eafes will be the moft difficult of all. Let us fee, therefore, how
we may be able to manage this in the belt manner,
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