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. diseases were written. But SYpExHAM, with a pene-
tration and judgment equal to the greatest underta-
kings, perceived early inlife, the necessity of greater
attention, in observing and describing the symptoms
of diseases ; and with this view, he employed himself -
most assiduously, in carefully observing every appear-
ance that occurred in diseases; and at length publish-
ed more numerous and more accurate descriptions of
them, that any one had done before him. PR,y
Since that time, many Physicians, following so noble
an example of philosophizing methodically, from ob-
servation and experience, have applied themselves
with diligence, to enlarge and correct the histories of
diseases. |
. Since the time therefore of SypENnzam, much labour
has been usefully bestowed on this subject, yet much
still remains to be performed : Every one acquainted,
however little with the subject, knows that in the his-
tories of diseases, now extant, are many things inac-
curate, many erroneous, and many absolutely false ;
and he knows likewise that these defects have origina-
ted from various causes: the sole aim of some Wri-
ters has been to establish their own darling theories ;
that of others to gain a reputation for those remedies,
which they have either discovered, or much extolled :
thus blinded by prejudice, they either perceived not
the truth, or have corrupted it by fiction and falsehood.
Many captivated by a love of the wonderfu/, and fond-
ly desiring that others should credit what they them-
selves believed, have exaggerated every thing beyond
measure. And finally, Many, to obtain a name, by
publishing observations, so much sought after, have
delivered for truth, the idle fictions invented in their
closets.——Should I enlarge on the subject, the defi-
ciency of the historic part of Physic would be suffi-
ciently manifest ; but I shall pass it ,over at present,
and only mention one fault, in writing histories of
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to a more careful consideration of the observations be-
fore made, as well as to greater diligence and accura-
cy in making them afterwards ; whereby the System
of Nosology, and the distinction of diseases will at
length be rendered more perfect.

Althnugh the characters of diseases hitherto given,
are often erroneous, and sometimes defective, yet
wishing to exhibit in one view, all the attempts alrea-
dy made, in the third edition of the Synopsis, I have
taken the characters of diseases from the symptomatic
system of the learned MicunaAeL SacGar; and in this
fourth edition T have inserted the Nosological Tables
of the ingenious Davip MAcsriDE ; and these I
have subjoined to those before mentioned. All these
several attempts are published together, ‘that they may
more easily be compared, and the Readers select the
best adapted characters, or correct those that are erro-
neous, and be led to more exact distinctions.

I am persuaded that this kind of study will be use-
ful to many Physicians ; for closely adhering to the
names of dHE"lEES, they have very inaccurate and vague
ideas of their nature ; and in my opinion, they ean ob-
tain more exact notious, only by the study of a method-
ical Nosology.

From what I have said, the utility and necessity of
a system of Nosology, will I trust be manifest, togeth-
er with the reasons, why I formerly, and now again,
have endeavoured to perfect it. It remains to state
the rules which I have observed in this study, and re-
commend to the observance of others.

My first and principal care has been, that the spe-
cies of diseases should be discovered and known from
sick Patients themselves. But as the species gan
scarcely be defined, unless the genera are understood
at the same time ; and as many genera of Nosologists
are only of one species, my labour may seem futile,
especially in distinguishing the genera. I have how-
ever constantly regarded the species; and hope that
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ing a place, whose omission the studious Reader will
not so readily pardon. These omissions I acknowl-
cdge, and at the same time lament ; but there are ma-
ny reasons why several diseases have been omitted.
In the first place, some discases may have wholly es-
caped my observation. Secondly, There are others
sufficiently known, but for which Icould rot assign a
proper place in my system. Lastly, there are others,
whose history is so imperfectly known to Physicians,
that I could neither assign a place, nor give a charac-
ter proper for them. But that these genera might not
be wholly passed over, I have at the close of the work,
subjoined a catalogue of as many as I could recollect,
that Posterity, with greater ingenuity and industry,
may assign to each its proper place and character.

With the same view, that beginners should not be
puzzled with a needless multiplicity, I have reduced
the number of species, as well as genera. This per-
haps will be more exceptionable than the other, since
no species, that really exists, ought to be omitted. In-
deed the difficulty of the work, heretofore held me
long in suspence, whether I should undertake to enu-
merate the species or not ; and I finally began it, on-
ly with the view of giving the species of SAUVAGE, in
a more correct and intelligible series. But having
determined to enumerate the species, I was of opin-
ion, from a more close and careful consideration of the
subject, that the species of SAuvAGE cught to be much
reduced.

Sauvace is the only one, that merits notice, for
enumerating the species of diseases ; (for I have little
estimation of SAGAR on this account,) and though he
deserves much applause for his numerous observations,
collected with so much industry, yet it cannot be con-
cealed, that he mistook greatly in many things, partic-
ularly, in considering as different, and repeating under
different names, those species which in truth are the
same ; and especially in often confounding sympathic
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of symptoms. But the characters that are not taken
till after a long course of the disease perhaps not be-
fore its termination, ought not to be used in Nosology.
So the illustrious Linn£us departs from his usual sa-
gacity, in taking the character of what he calls Cont:-
nent fevers, solely from the length of their duration.

The third rule for establishing the characters of
diseases 1s, that since almost all diseases can be known,
only by the concourse of many symptoms, as many of
these are to be taken for characteristic marks, as are
necessary, and no more. Former Nosologists appear
to me to have been generally too concise, and defi-
cient in their characters of diseases ; and perhaps I
shall be blamed for being sometimes too lengthy and
redundant. I have never been designedly redundant,
but confess that I have ever aimed at being copious ;
judging it preferable to approach to redundancy, since
posterity can much easier take away what is superflu-
ous, than supply what 1s deficient. -

Lastly, in constituting the characters of diseases, it
may be enquired, whether it be proper to take any
characteristic signs from the defects of any function
exercised in health, or from the absence of symptoms
appearing in other genera and species. SAUVAGE in-
deed, would not admit the defects of the functions to
be diseases, since they indicated nothing positive ;
He has therefore wholly omitted many enumerated
by Linngus, under the order of Constrictorii,1 and
by VockL, under the class of Epischesii.2

But peace to the memory of so greata Man ! though
strictly speaking; the defects of the functions indicate
nothing positive ; yet the defect of any function, which
is always exercised in health, exhibits a state of body,
useful and even necessary to be known ; and such a
state may justly be esteemed a disease ; and though
these defects sometimes happen without trouble, or
the symptoms of a disease, yet for the most part they

13 Constipating or c¢hstructing the secretions.  Translator,
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excite great uneasiness and many symptoms. Insuch
cases therefore the defects of the functions are often
the manifest cause of the symptoms, and may justly
be considered diseases, of which the characters must
of necessity be taken from such defects. Sauvacr
seems hardly consistent with himself in instituting a
class of Debilitates,3 and mentioning Amnesia 4 Ag-
rypnia,5 Ischuria,6 and others as so many genera.

I do not approve of the signs taken from the absence
of symptoms in similar diseases, and think they ought
to be avoided as much as possible : but in many ca-
ges, I believe it not to be practicable, and no Nosolo-
gist has hitherto wholly rejected them.

When the charaeter of «diseases are established by
these rules, it is necessary to express them in clear and
determinate language ; and to give a significant name
to every disease.

The learned know, that the celebrated Linnzus
perfected the system of Botany, by rendermg the bot-
anic language more accurate, and always using the
most proper and definite terms ; and I have no doubt,
but that descriptions of diseases, similar to those of
plants by Lixn£us, would be highly useful to Nosolo-
gy- But this does not seem so necessary in Nosolo-
gy as in botany, because there is not such a multipli-
city of things in the former as in the latter, and be-
cause the doctrine of symptoms, in almost every sys-
tem of general Pathology, affords much assistance.
It must be confessed however, that the doctrine of
symptoms, as hitherto published, is not so full and ac-
~ curate as could be wished ; but should it in future, be
rendered more ample, and all the terms be more ex-
pressive, and better defined, it would greatly assist in
perfecting a system of Nasolag}r. But in attemps of
this kind care should be taken, not to run into such
subtil and doubtful distinctions, as was done by the Au-

3 Weakness or debility. 4 Loss of memory. 5 Obstinate
wakefulnees. 6 Suppression of urine. Transiator.













A

METHODICAL

SYSTEM OF NOSOLOGY.

Class I. PYREXIZAE.

CHARACTER. AFfTER a shivering the pulse
becomes quicker, and the heat greater than in health ;
many of the functions are disturbed ; the strength,
especially of the limbs, is diminished.*

SYNONYMA. Morbi febriles of duthors,

* It may be proper taapologize here, for what may be censured
perhapsin this, and many other places. It may be said that py-
rexiz sometimes happen, which are preceded byno shivering ;
and at other times, the pulse is not more frequent, northe heat
greater than is usual in health ; the character therefore here
given is neither true, nor universally applicable. I will not deny
that such pyrexiz are occasionally observed, though seldom : but
in giving the characters of the classes, for the purpose of ascer-
taining the diagnostics of the species, it secms unnecessary that
all the sg.rnéll)ctams of the class should be found in every species ; it
will be sufficient, if most of them are generally present.

A just character ought to include the concourse of many marks
or symptoms, and VoceL certainly erred when he placed, with
the Antients, the character of pyrexiz, or fevers as they are cal-
led, in an increased heat alone;; as have likewise the Moderns,
SvLvivus, and the celebrated BoErHAAVE, in ascertaining them
only by the veloeity of the pulse. He thatsays a fever is present,
while the pulse is not quicker than usual, certainly must judge of
its presence by other signs than the velocity of the pulse. Hence
aEpeara the necessity of mentioning many symptoms in every
character.

I would here just observe, that the velocity of the pulse alone,
does not always indicate the presence of a fever, since the pulse
may become quicker than usual, from many external causcs,
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Gexus IV. SYNOCHA.*

The heat much increased, the pulse frequent, strong
and hard ; the urine red ; the functions of the com-
mon sensory but littdle disturbed.

Synocha, of Aduthors.
' Synocha, or fcbris acuta sanguinea, of Hoffmai.
Synochus, of Vogel. .
Continua non putris, of Boeerhaave.
Ephemera, of Authors.
Diaria, of Linneus.
Febris inflammatoria, of Authors.

ther a particular fever be of the order of continuals, or remittents ;
which uncertainty to remove accurately, I have given different
characters, from what I formerly gave ; to both centinuals, and in-
termittents, under the latter of which I suppose all the remittents
of Authors ought to be included. The characters now given,
- will T think be applied easily, and with sufficient certainty to

most cases that occur. But I leave it to the more sagacious to
determine, whether the characters, on the whole, are Justly giv-
en, or whether others nearer the truth can be found. 1 believe
that every continual fever, consists of two paroxysms on every
day ; but as the paroxysms are doubled in some intermittents as
well as remittents, continual fevers cannot be known from this
circumstance only. Indeed I am unwilling that it should be trust-
ed alone in forming the diagnostics of fevers, for in every doubt-
ful case, I suppose that remittents can always be distinguished
from intermittents, by their cause, type, or mode of attack. Fi-
nally let Practitioners observe, whether continual fevers may not |
often be known with certainty, when they arise from human con-
tagion, a cause very irequent, and often manifest.

" Almost precisely the same division of fevers, has been adopt-
ed from the times of GALEN to the present day, and has been ta-
ken either from the degree of putridity, very inaccurately defi-
ned, or from the duration of the disease ; but these marks are ex-
ceeding illy chosen, especially the latter, which Savvace,
Linnzvs, and Sacar chiefly used in forming their systems of
Nosology. Sec Preface, Page 22, and Page 25 and 26 1 have
mstituted a different division, founded as far as I could judge, up-
on the diversity of symptoms, and the nature of diseases ; follow-
ing at the same time, the common division of fevers into inflamma-
tory and nervous, now generally adopted in Great-Britain ; though
1 have avoided these appellations as being tootheoretical. The
names which 1have used have heen long since received by Phy-
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Hectica of Authors.
The species mentioned by Sauvage are,

Hectica chlorotica, S. sp. 3.
Hectica syphilitica, S. sp. 4.

A moderate acquaintance with the nature of diseases will
induce every Person to acquiesce readily, in the truth of our
Author’s observation, that hectic fevers are generally sympto-
matic : ‘There can be no doubt, that their existence depends
upon the morbid affection of some internal part, perhaps uni-
versally upon the flowing of purulent matter, into the mass of
blood, from numerous small internal ulcerations, the conse-
quence of previous inflammation; and the general and constant
irritation on the system, arising from some such permanent
source, is undoubtedly the cause of the symptoms in all hectic
cases. But notwithstanding this, I think it may justly be ques-
tioned, whether the hectic fever is symptomatic in such a
sense, as justly to preclude it a place among the genera of dis-
eases, even on our Author’s plan. Had he strictly conformed to
his purpose, of admitting into his system, only the. true and real
idiopathic diseases, no place would have been found for the
whole order of fevers as they are called; for the fever which
accompanies these disorders, is only a symptom, and not the
original or real disease ; itisonly a seneral effort of the vital
principle, to relieve itself from the deleterious effects of a mor-
bid something, (whatever that may be,) which being induced
mto the system, operates secretly upon the inmost recesses of
the body, interrupts the regular discharge of the functions, and
threatens a dissolution of the whole. This effort or fever is
generally salutary in its tendency, and in most cases, its assis.
tance is indispensably necessary to subdue and expel the dis-
case; which being performed, the fever ceases, like all the
other symptoms. But though fevers, strictly speaking, are al.
ways symptomatic, vet they form too important an order of dis-
eases, to be omitted in a system of Nosology; and to intro-
duce them under another denomination equally pertinent and ex-
pressive, would perhaps be altogether impracticable, from our
ignorance of vheir real nature ; and would besides perplex the
student, and render the proper distinction of diseascs more difs
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Icterus of Authors.
Aurigo of Sauvage snd Sagar.
Cachexia icterica of Hoffman.

The idiopathic species are,

1. Icterus (‘calculosus ) with an acute pamn in the
epigastric region, increased after eating ; bilious con-
cretions discharged by stool.

Auriga calculosa, S. sp. 9.

2. Icterus (“spasmodicus) without pain, after spas-
modic diseases, and passions of the mind.

Aurigo hysterica, S. sp. 13.

Several species enumerated by SauvAcE, under the
title of Aurizo a venenis, belong to this place.

3. Icterus (“hepaticus) without pain, after diseas-
es of the liver.

Aurigo hepatica, S. sp. 11,
Aurigo zb cbstructione, S. sp. 6.
Aurigo purulenta, S. sp. 7.

- 4. Icterus (gravidarum ) arising during pregnan-
cy, and disappearing after delivery.

Aurigo plethorica, S. sp. 5.

5. Icterus (infantum) arising in infants soon after
birth. ' '

Aurigo neophytorum, S. sp. 12.

The following, if they can be called icteri,* are
symptomatic,

* Yellowness of the skin may arise either from bile, not ex-
creted as usual, but returned imto the sanguiferous vessels, and
thence effused under the skin ; or from the serum of the blood,
(which is often yellowish,) extravasated under the cuticle, s in
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1. Dyspermatismus (“urethralis ) drom disorders of
the urethra, S. sp. 1.

2. Dyspermatismus (* nodgsus ) frcm nodes in .the
eorpus cavernosum, S. sp. 2. ,

3. Dyspermatismus (praputialis ) from too small
an orifice in the prepuce, S. sp. 3.

4. Dyspermatismus (‘mucosus ) from mucus fillmg
the urethra, S. sp. 4.

5. Dyspermatismus (“hypertonicus ) from too strong
an erection of the penis, S. sp. 3.

6. Dyspermatismus (“gpilepticus) from a spasmodic
epilepsy attacking during coition, S. sp. 6.

7. ]jyspermatismus (apractodes ) from the inactiv-
ity of the genitals, S. sp. 7.

8. Dyspermatismus (“r¢ffuens) in which there 1s no
emission of semen in coition, from its reflux from the
urethra into the bladder, 6. sp. 9.

I am not sufficiently acquainted with the dysper-
matismus serosus, S. sp. 8.

Gesus CXXVI. AMENORRHOEA.

The menses, at the usual periods, flowing in less
quantity than is customarys or ceasing to flow entire-
ly, without pregnancy.

Amenerrheea of Pogel.
Dysmenorrheea of Lirneus and Sagar.

Its species are,

1. Amenorrhea (Cemansionis ) the menses not ap-
pearing in adult virgins, at the usual time, aceompas
nied by various morbid aftections.

S







































































































