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AL LA LT ]

nothing yet offered which has commanded uni-
versal assent. Were the truth discovered, it
would be proof against every opposition; but
as the subject is still open to discussion, farther
attempts to remove the difficulties in which it is
involved, assuredly should not be hastily con-
demned. The numerous efforts that have been
made, the triumph with which plausible schemes
have been received, and the avidity with which
successive adventurers have engaged in the ar-
duous pursuit, evince the high value which has
been ever attached to it. When we are ac-
quainted with the failure of men so superior for
brilliancy of intellect, so illustrious for their
mental powers and extensive information, it will
be impossible to avoid the imputation of temeri-
ty, in attempting, under so great a deficiency in
all these respects, what has been hitherto found
insurmountable. But as the end in view so
deeply concerns the best interests of life, and
as humble means have so often achieved what
has been denied to those of the most exalted
pretensions, I trust I shall be pardoned for sub.
mitting to your candid judgment, observations
made on various occasions, and knowledge ac-
guired during a course of many years.
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The spirit of observation, as well adduced by
Bonnet in his analysis of the faculties of the hu-
man soul, is the universal spirit of the arts and
sciences ; it is only attention applied with rule to

different objects. A philosopher who would fur-
nish rules of art to observe, would teach us the

means to direct and to fix the attention—he would
shew us its happy effects in the numerous dis-
coveries of which it would be productive—If
that philosopher had himself discovered amy
truths, if he furnished us with a history of the
order in which they occurred to his mind, the
history would be that of his attention.—It is to
this detail, I entreat, my respected hearers, your
patiént regard, it is on this alone I found my
hopes of not proving wholly unworthy of your
approbation.

As it is extremely difficult to account for eve-
ry thing which is obscure or concealed from our
immediate perception, we ought to employ our
utmost care to discover the truth, by strictly at-
tending to the operations of nature, before we
attempt to reason, as this is always liable to de-
ceive us. It is indubitable that if we do not
keep the immutable rules and order which su-
preme wisdom has established in nature, steadily









or to be in any way deceived. This is evidenced
by the general inclination to gain an acquaint-
ance with the operations of nature; which dis-
position to enquire after the causes of things 1s
so prevalent, that all men are more or less influ-
enced byit. There is scarcely one, who in con-
sulting a physician, does not express a desire to
be informed of the cause of his disease.—The
propensity to know the origin of things, probably
constitutes the chief difference between the hu-
man and the brute creation; the inferior animals
partake with us of the pleasures that flow from
the bodily senses and appetites, but our minds
are furnished with a superior sense, by which
we are capable of receiving various degrees of
delight, where the creatures below us perceive no
difference. 'The thoughts of the human mind
are too extensive to be confined only to the pro-
viding and enjoying what is necessary for the
support of our being; and a precious gift this is.
The supply of our wants could not give suffi.
cient employment to thousands and tens of thou-
sands, who, were it not for the gratification of
taste, and the indulgence in adarning, must re-
main withoutoccupation. Itisfarther—this taste,
which has given rise to poetry, oratory, and













































































































































