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16 .
political, and religious institutions. Therefore, it is not
surprising that they neglected to speak of organic lesions,

The barbarous ages which so long desolated Europe,
were unfavorable to the study of anatomy. Science
having passed over to the Arabians, didnot labor to en-
rich this branch of medicine. Their authors produced
no works of value on the internal organic diseases.

On the revival of letters in Italy, France, and succes-
sively in the other European countries, in proportion as
civilization began to be re-established, anatomy was soon
carried to a great height, which the splendid labors of
the moderns have not retarded ; so that the progress
which this study has now made, leaves future anatomists
little to accomplish.

The anatomists, engaged altogether in unfolding the
intimate structure of the parts, neglected with few excep-
tions what related to the organic lesions of the viscera.
Many noticed, however, such as were casually displayed;
and these observations have originated valuable works,
some of which have even immortalized their authors. To
%rcwe what I am advancing, suffice it to name Morgagni.

ut his excellent work, the monument of judicious and
great erudition, has furnished more ornaments for the use
of other physicians, than it has assisted or accelerated the
art of exploring organic diseases,

The only end to be desired by the practitioner, is not
to investigate, from a vain curiosity, what singularities
dead bodies exhibit, but to acquire the habit of distin-
guishing diseases by certain signs, and constant symp-
toms ; unless men be now found bold enough to assert
that, in order to cure diseases, it is not essential to
understand them : and, it must be granted, this pitiful
assertion has been defended among pretended physicians;
hence the prevalence of the opinion that the minute study
of anatomy is useless to the physician. This opinion,
wl:uch has caused great inattention to the study of this
science, is one of the principal sources of the little pro-
ficiency of the art in the knowledge of the organic dis-
cases : Morgagni affirms the same in his text,
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directly contrary to that of the author of the memoir,
that it is expedient to give here the authority of Mor-
gagni, who, in his XXVIIth Letter, No. 13, quotes
two cases of aneurisms of the heart, discovered after the
death of the subjects who were, during life, relieved by
making or causing a strong pressure to be made either
on the abdomen or thorax.

How otherwise, from the theory of abdominal pressure,
ean we account for the relief which many patients, affected
with organic lesions of the heart, experience by sitting up,
day and night, and so bent forward, that the abdomen 1s
compressed by the thighs ? Does not this posture alone
induce a real abdominal pressure even stronger and bet-
ter supported than can be effected by the process recom-
mended ? Such is however the attitude which many of
these patients prefer and continually keep ; then the
anxiety is more supportable, and all the symptoms appear
moderated.  Repose, which is impossible in any other
posture, becomes easy to them.

Some patients, indeed, experience when the stomach
is filled with food, greater difficulty of breathing, and
greater uneasiness in general ; but this is not uniformly
the case, as I have seen subjects in whom repletion of
the stomach caused an evident abatement of the symp-
toms in the diseases of the heart with which they were
attacked. I remember to have been consulted, some
years ago, by a person who was affected with one of the
most decided diseases of the heart that I have ever wit.
nessed. One of the most striking peculiarities which
the disease presented, was the ease with which he palliat-
ed symptoms otherwise insupportable, by loading the
stomach with a large quantity of food. Though, in this
instance, it may be said that the weight of the stomach
drew the diaphragm down, it is clear that the fulness of
the stomach from the large quantity of food, pressed up
more or less the diaphragm toward the thorax, which
must contract the dimensions of this cavity, and act like
abdominal pressure, which produced in this subject ef-
fects contrary to thase which have been announced.






































































































































































































