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DISEASE — PrepisrosiTioN 1o — /ETioLoay. .

the time, to the concurrence of other canses, or
o ex a000 1o sach as will de-
termine, or otherwise mﬂﬂ;ﬂﬂhﬂ whi:h preceded
it, and which, altho principal or exciti
canses, were Mﬁ:ﬂ, until lll:;a mmﬁmw?;
fully to produce the disease. Owing, also, to
the condition of the frame, no effect will some-
times follow one, two, or even three exciting
cagses; and until a greater number are brooght
into operation, no mischief will often result.
effects ﬁlﬂd by various animal and vegetable
on different individuals, or the

same person at distinct peri under different
states of mind and ition ; aud by the
action of numerous concurrent, accessory, and
determining causes ; folly illustrate this position.
It is chiefly owing to a want of knowledge of the
dmmﬂf causation, that so mwuch error and
of opinion prevail respecting infections
and non-infections disenses. On the other hand,
persons may be so very easily affected, that
canses of lga slightest nature, and such as are
determining or accessory in the majority of
cases, are principal in respect of them; and in-
which are usually predisposing are often,
in such ns, the exciting causes of disease.
Also those which are remote 1 their operation on
some constitutions, are direct or immediafe in
respect of others. Examples of this are found
in the diseases of the lungs, liver, stomach, and
bowels. In considering Itlﬂ agents which affect
either the functions, or the organization, [ shall
first notice those which generally predispose the
system to disease; next those which ezxcite dis-
ease in a direct or immediate manner; aflerwards
such as are ific, or produce determinate
results ; the effects of ther operation on the
living frame being obvious, and often admitting
of being foreseen; and lastly those circumstances
which sometimes determine, reinforce, or call into
action, exciting or specific agents.

10.i. O THE PREDISFOSING CavsEs oF Dis-
EasE.—These may be classed—1st, into such as
are proper or peculiar to individuals, and the eir-
cumstances in which they are placed; 2d, into
such az are not proper or peculisr to individuals,
but which may various persons, and even
numberas of persons, but individually and ocea-
sionally; and, 8d, into such as are general, and
affect more or less all who are exposed to them.
—A. Those which are peculiar to the individual,
and to the circomstances in which he is placed,
and which may be called the individual predis-
w, are—Ilst, original conformation and

Lo, y §5eX ; tempera-
ments, original aﬂmmquirﬂd‘%? habit and mprfnti-
tation; trades, professions, and circumstances of
life, &e.; and, 2d, the various external and inter-
nal agents, and circumstances modifying the state
of the functions,—as previous fanctional disorder,
and convalescence from disease ; and the preg-
nant and states.

11. a. Original conformation and hereditary
predisposition.—It is generally observed, that the
constitutions, temperaments, and disthesis of the
offspring closely resemble the parent ; and that
whatever disposition to disorder, whether of fune-
tion or of structure, the latter may have pos-
megsed, is liable to evince itsell in the former.
From this circumstance having been very gene-
rally remarked in respect of certain maladies,
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they have been termed hereditary. But it must
not be su that children are actually born
with the diseases of their parenta. This is but
seldom remarked; althovgh, in rare wstances, [
have observed the commencement of tubercles in
the lungs of a new-born infant by a consumptive
mother; and small-pox and syphilis are some-
times communicated to the fietos in ulero, occa-
sioning in some instances its premature birth,
and even ils death, either previcusly to or about
the natural termination of utero-gestation. Hy-
drocephalus, cataract, and various imperfections
of the organ of hearing, and, indeed, of other
organs of sense, are not infrequently congenital,
or examples of disease from original eonform-
afion ; but, in swch cases, it 18 rare that the
parent is similarly affected at the time, although
the hereditary predisposition, as about to be ex-
E’.h?innd. exists nevertheless ; and, as respects the

t of these, a tendency merely to the disease
conld have existed at an early age in the parents.
It should be kept in recollection, therefore, that
the fietus in ulero may be affected by several
exchectic, inflammatory, or even febirile diseases,
communicated by the parents, or supervening
md'_ml:éfy : hul.hn[' those which are thus m?-
nimicated, even the majority are not, prope
speaking, hereditary; and those which are ml:l{
dental Eo not depend upon the constitution of
the parents, or the ailments experienced by the
mother doring the period of gestation. Con-
genital diseases are consequently divisible into—
1st, Those which oceur in the fmtos, withouot
any participation on the part of the parents,—
as imperfect developement of organs, inflam-
matinus, effusions of fluid in various parts, &e.;
2d, Diseases in which the footus participates with
the mother, owing to their contaminating nflu-
ence, or their extension throughout her organiz-
ation,—as syphilis, small-pox, fevers, &e.; 3dly,
Those that affect the fetos from a constitulional
liability in one or both parents,—as hydroce-
phalus, cataract, tubercles, &c.

12. Most commonly, however, the child is born
free from disease; but, inheriting the eonstitation
and diathesis of the parent, has that condition
of fanction and organization which renders it
more susceptible of impressions produced by the
exciting causes of certain maladies. Examples
of this may be contemplated daily in re-pect of
disenses of the lu and brain; the consitution
and functions of these viscera disposing them or
rendering them more prone to experience those
derangements by which the parent or parents
had been In some instances this pre-
d‘u_FOmtmn may be more strongly marked in the
child than in the parent ; and in other casea the

isposition may be extremely slight, and only
t to light by the operation of the more
energetic agents.

13. The p ition of the offspring gene-
rally evinces itself more strongly at certain nrm
than at others, according to the kind of morbi
constitation or predisposition which it may in-
herit, the causes o which it is exposed, and the
nature of the malady which results. Thus, the
ﬂi:iutitiun to hydrocephalus, convulsions, idiotey,

ickets, scrofula, cataract, &c., is most a t
soon after birth, and at early epochs of life; to
epilepsy, hemorrhage, and pulmonary consump-
tiom, about the age of puberty, or previously, or
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