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3 PREFACL.

The patient investigation of the origin and
progress of disease is attended with more
difficulty, but with more utility to society,
and perhaps with more advancement to the
progressive art of healing, than the most im-
portant and successful operation.

In the surgery of chronic diseases, much,
very much, yet remains to be done; but wri-
ters seem to have followed one another, par-
ticularl} in the complaint of which I am prin-
cipally al:}@t to treat, contented to have occa-
sionally described a fatal disease, and its ap-
pearances on dissection, without any efforts
towards its cure, which that dissection might
have suggested, as if the present limits of our
knowledge were the boundary of the science.

‘The functions of the rectum and anus are
so important to the health and the enjoyment
of life; their diseases and derangements so

various, and such difficulty and disappoint-









































































































































































































On the Fistula in Ano. 75

operation, it occasions more dread and re-
luctance to submit to it, than diseases of a
much more serious nature, and operations of
a much more dangerous tendency.

Improved, however, as it is, and render-
ed comparatively easy both to the surgeon
and the sufferer, instances of great embarrass-
ment at the time of the operation, and of the
disappointment in the cure, are still not very
uncommon circumstances.

It would be superfluous to enter into a
minute detail of the usual appearances of the
complaint, which are familiar to every sur-
geon, and would only be a repetition of what
has been said by other writers; I shall there-
fore only relate some of those embarrassing
accidents which refer to the operation itself,
and some of those circumstances which I

concelve to be the causes of failure in the
ultimatecure.
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fluid, so as by the combined effect of the
stimulus and the pressure, to restrain the
hemorrhage. A very operose method of ac-
complishing this is described by Petit, and
a more simple mode by Richerand; but al-
though these may sometimes succeed, who-
ever considers the nature of the contiguous
parts, will be persuaded how inefficaciously
any pressure can be applied where the bleed-
ing vessel 1s surrounded with soft parts. The
hemorrhage is apparently stopped indeed by
this process, for the blood is, for some time,
prevented from escaping externally by the
dossils of lint; but the artery still pours its
blood into the cavity of the gut, and then
issues out through the compresses. This
continues for a longer or shorter time, until
perhaps, the patient faints from loss of
blood, or stops and is again renewed, when

the faces are discharged.
G2









80 On the Fistula in Aneo.

to secure it; and I have been led from this to
conjecture, that the old instrument, the spe-
culum ani, is not altogether to be rejected
from the apparatus of surgery, or rather that
a more convenient instrument might be con-
trived to assist us in similar difficulties.

Among the causes of ill success, in the
treatment of the fistula in ano, I have men-
tioned in the observations on the stricture of
the rectum, a morbid state of the inner mem-
brane of the gut, is far from being the least
frequent; and where this is the case, the
fistula becomes only a symptom, or conse-
quence of the original disease. It is evident
that, in such cases, the common operation
for the fistula in ano, and subsequent treat-
ment must fail of success, if the cause which
produced the fistula, that is, the disease in
the gut itself, be not adverted to.

When this disease is of a curable nature,





























































































































































































