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PRACTICE OF SURGERX, 859

: As Richter states, the operation may be divided into three sta-
ges - in the first the catheter passes, in thé male subject, that por-
tion of the urethra which is surrounded by the corpus spongiosum ;
in the second it passes the membranous part of the canal, situ-
ated between the bulb and the prostate gland ; in the third
it enters this gland and the neck of the bladder. In the first
stage little trouble is usually experienced ; for the canal is here
so supported by the surrounding corpus spemgiosum that it can-
nor easily be pushed into the form of a pouch, in which the end
of the instrument can be entangled. The operator need only
observe the following circumstance : the penis should be held
by placing the coroma glandis between the thumb and the in-
dex finger of the left hand : in this way the entrance of the
urethra will not be at all compressed. The penis is then to be
drawn upward with moderate for¢e. The catheter, being well
oiled, is now to be introduced, with its concavity towards the
abdomen, into the urethra; directly downward, until its point
reaches the bulb. = As soon as this occurs, and the beak of the
instrument has passed under the arch of the pubis, the surgeon
must very slowly bring the handle of the catheter forwards be-
tween the patient’s thighs, and, while this is being accomplish-
ed, the bedk of the instrument becomes elevated and ghdes
into the bladder, In this stage of the operation the penis must
be allowed to sink dowu, and not be kept tense, as this would
only drag the membranous part of the urethra against the os
pubis, and rendeér the passage of the instrument more difficult.
+ The operation, however, is not always successfully accomplishe
ed in this manner. The beak of the catheter may be stopped
by the os pubis ; it may take a wrong direction, so as to push
the membranous part of the urethra to one side or the other ;
or it may be stopped by a fold of thelining of the passagev The
first Kind of impediment is best avoided by not depressing the
handle ot the catheter too soon ; that is, before the point has
passed beyond the arch of the pubis. When the membranous
of the urethra is pushed to one side or the other the instru-
ment ought to be withdrawn a little, and then pushed gently
on in a different direction. When this expedient is unavailin
the index finger of the left hand may be introduced into the
rectum, for the purpose of supporting the membranous part of
the urethra, and guiding the extremity of the catheter.
en the prostate gland is enlarged the diameter of rthe
urethra does not undergo any diminution ; but it turns upward
very suddenly, just before its approach to the bladder, In such
cases the end of the catheter should be more bent upward


























































































































































































































































































































































































