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ADVERTISEMENT.,

PREFIXED TO THE FIRST EDITION.

,IT is a fact of which every medical man must be aware,
that, in the Pharmacopoeias already extant, a very inconsider-
able number of formule are included for the particular use
of surgeons, and many of these happen to be such as are not
wholly entitled to approbation. It may indeed be very
reasonably disputed, whether the learned bodies who have,
for a series of years, sent forth their instructions on this sub-
ject, be actually competent to the task of directing what
remedies are adapted to the practice of a branch of the heal-
ing art with which they profess to have no acquaintance what-
ever; and they would perhaps have done well, had they
acknowledged this incompetency, by leaving entirely out of
their new editions, the few topical remedies that are at present
included in them. The design of the following pages, isto
supply the deficiencies alluded to, and to furnish the chirur-
gical practitioner, with a complete collection of those for-
mulez, which, in the course of his professional occupations,
he must necessarily have occasion to employ.

Since the publication of the Theory of Chirurgical Pﬁ._;zm;acy,
a work, at this time, in a great measure, obsolete, and dis-
graced also with receipts for cosmetics and other ridiculous
compositions, nothing of this kind has been attempted. The
practice of the different Hospitals, has indeed been exhibited
in a later publication, but the known inaccuracy of that work,
the unscientific way in which the subject is handled, and the
very few chirurgical remedies included in it, afford the prac-
titioner a very scanty share of information. In the present
work, particular care has been taken to admit only such for-

mulz as are applicable to surgery, and, of those, none but
really useful and efficacious remedies. Where this rule is
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THE favourable reception which the pub-
lic have given the preceding editions of this
work, whilst it flatters the author’s feelings,
has had the more important effect of quick-
ening his diligence to provide a remedy for
its defects, and to enlarge its boundaries by
the addition of new and (he trusts it will be
found) useful matter.

In the remarks affixed to the formule
heretofore published, many practical obser-
vations have been blended ; whilst a number

of ﬁriginal formulz, collected from foreign
sources, or communicated to the author by
practitioners of eminence, have been in-
troduced in the alphabetical arrangement.

On the whole, it is hoped, that not only
the young, but even the experienced surge-
on, will find, in the following sheets, matter
worthy of his regard ; no endeavours having
been spared to render the work complete,












CHIRURGICA. 3

allow my patients to eat boiled  or roasted fowl,
or in shurl:,_l any plain-dressed meat they like;
and I do not object to their taking (with mode-
ration, however) wine, water and spirits, ale, or
porter. My applications, as hath been already
observed, allay pain and inflammation, and also
always either prevent or remove feverishness 3
and at the same time (if one may judge from
their effects) they have powerful antiseptic
virtues ; I have never had occasion to order
bark or any internal medicines whatever, and L
have only once thought it necessary to let bloods
When a patient is costive, I order boiled pot-
barley and prunes, or some other laxative nour-
ishing food, and sometimes an injection, but
never any purgatives. It 1is distressing to a
patient with bad sores to be often going to stool,
Besides, I have remarked that weakness and lan=
-guor (which! never, in my opinion, hasten the
cure of any sore) are always brought on, more
or less, by purgatives. From the effects too, I
have felt them have upon myself,  and observed
them to have upon others, they do not seem to
me to have so much tendency to remove heat
and feverishness, as is generally imagined ; and
I suspect that, contrary to the intention of
administering of ‘them, they oftener. carry off
useful humours than hur/ful ones.”’
Mr. Cleghorn found  vitriolic ac1d d:luted
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CHIRURGICA. 25

cloths and bandages which confine it very much
on the stretch.

CATAPLASMA FARINACEUM.,

It has been the custom, for a very long pe-
riod, to employ milk in the composition of a
bread-poultice ; but as it is liable to turn sour by
the heat of the body, and possesses no greater
property-of relaxing the skin than water, we
should prefer the latter. It is prepared effec-
tually and with very little trouble, by merely
soaking slices of new bread, in boiling hot wa-
ter, till they are swollen and perfectly soft. It
is necessary to pour away, and even to press
out, as much water as may appear to be super-
fluous, and the bread may then be beaten up with
a spoon. ;

This composition will be rendered still more
complete, if we stir into it a small quantity of
linseed-meal, which has the double advantage of
binding its parts together, so that it shall not
smear and cling to the skin, and also of retaining,
for a much longer time, that moisture, on the
preservation of which, its beneficial properties
chiefly depend.

The copious use of oil, or any kind of unguent
in poultices, is destructive of their eflicacy, and:
cannot be too strenuously prohibited.

C
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‘This differs little from the old Edinburgh
cataplasma suppurans, except in the omission of
the yellow basilicon and oil of chamomile. The
design of it is obvious. '

CATAPLASMA KALI ACETATI.
B Kali acetati unc. ]

Aquaz distillatze unc. xx.
. Micz panis q. s. misce.

This is found to be a useful application to
cancerous and ill-conditioned sores.

Common vinegar, saturated with kali, and
afterwards formed into a cataplasm, answers
equally well, and is the remedy employed by
Mr. Nayler, at the Glocester Infirmary, under
the name of cataplasma neutrales

CATAPLASMA LINIL

Linseed-poultice is made by stirring a sufficient
quantity of the meal into boiling water.

This is reckoned a good emollient, and s uni-
versally adopted by the hospitals; but it is
doubtful whether the poultice of bread and
linseed do not excel it, as there is too great an

abundance of slimy mucilage in the linseed
- alone, to answer, completely, the purposes of
a relaxant,

. Mr, Hunter expresses his approbation of the
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Speaking of the propriety of applying this
poultice to wounds, in preference to dry lint, Mr
Hunter says, |

¢ The kind of wound to which the above ap-
plication 1s best adapted, is 2 wound made in a
sound part, which weintend shall heal by granu-
lation. The same application is equally proper
‘when parts are deprived of life, and consequent-
Ay will slough. It is therefore the wvery best
dressing for a gun-shot wound, and probably for
most lucerated wounds : for lint, applied to a part
-that is to throw off @ slough, will often be retained
till that slough is separated, which will be for
eight, ten, or more days.”

CATAPLASMA LITHARGYRI ACE-
TATLL
B Aqua lithargyriacetati drach, ]
Aquz distillatee 1ib. j

Mic= Ppanis q. s. misce,

In lieu of this, Mr. Payne recommends—

5. .d.

¢ Fine pollard, 33 pecks,at6d. .~......... I 9

Genuine linseed flour, 14lb, at ¢d. ........ 4 8
L s SIS B R g SR s vos 0 dd
-6 7%

The composition here recommended will doubtless
answer every purpose, especially if the last article be
ﬂmi:udr












CHIRURGICA. 33

its recent state, a common poultice of sea-water
‘and oatmeal has been substituted b}r the late Mr.
Hunter and others surgeons of eminence.
- '

CATAPLASMA RADICIS SOLANI TU-
- BEROSI

A quantity of raw potatoes are to be pounded
in a mortar to a proper degree of fineness. This,
though a vulgar remedy, is nevertheless a very
useful application to parts that have been scalded
or burnt, but chiefly in the former case. They
are to be applied cold ; and this, according to the
old principle on which burns have heretofore
been treated, contributes farther to the property
they possess of resisting the progress of the in-
flammation. Possibly, however, the juices of this
root may possess stimulating properties.

CATAPLASMA ROS.E.
B Conserve rosz unc. ij
Aluminis drach. ss,

The alum is to be finely pulverized and mixed
~ with the conserve. This is reckoned a useful
-application in the latter stages of ophthalmy,

CATAPLASMA SINAPEOS. (L)
B¢ Seminum sinapeos pulveris
‘Medullz panis sing, lib, ss
Aceti q. s, misce,

Ca
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CHIRURGICA. 35

CAUSTICUM OPIATUM.
B Calcis cum kali puro drach. iij

Opii pulverizati drach. ss.

Saponis mollis vulgaris q.s.

The. caustic powder and the opium being mix-
ed together, are to be formed into a paste with
the soap. ' :

This is the caustic employed by the late Mr.,
Else, of St. Thomas’s'Hospital, in the radical
cure of the hydrocele. The mode of using it, is
~ by applying to the lower and anterior part of
the tumour, a common adhesive plaster, spread
on leather, and consisting of several folds or
thicknesses, through which i1s made a circular
hole, or well, for the reception of the paste. This
is suffered to lie on for eight or ten hours; at the
end of which time, without having given the pa-
tient much pain, it will be found to have pene-
trated down to the tunica vaginalis; and the
remaining treatment consists only in applying
poultices till the escar sloughs, the water is eva-
cuated, and the cure completed. It may not be
improper however to add, that the application of
kali purum answers equally well in'the cure of
the hydrocele, and the pain it ‘occasions is in-
considerable,
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prepared chalk. ‘When the mixture is suffici-
ently cooled, the water of acetated litharge is to .
be mixed with the distilled vinegar, and the
whole gradually stirred in.

This is Dr. Kirkland’s neutral cerate, a reme-
dy much employed. in his practice, and in great
repute as an application to inflamed parts and to
ulcers. It may indeed be considered a very neat
and efficacious remedy. ' "

CERATUM HYDRARGYRI.
B Cerz flava ]
Adipis suillz sing.-lib. ss
Hydrargyn purificati unc. 1ij
Olei sulphurati drach. j. ;

The quicksilver being well rubbed down with
the sulphurated oil, and the wax and lard melted
‘together, the latter mixture is to be gradually
‘added and stirred into the former, so as to ensure
‘a complete division of the particles of quicksil-
ver through the whole composition.

"This is the ceratum mercuriale of the late Lon-
don Dispensatory, and seems to have been ex-
-punged by the College without any good reason,
-as 1t 15'still in repute with the best practitioners
‘as a remedy for old ulcers. It has a very good
effect, when employed as an outer dressing, in
softening their callous edges, and restoring the
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~curred, from which I could conclude in favour
of its efficacy.”

Whether the other ingredients in this compo-
‘sition exclusively possess the properties attri-
buted to the whole, which is by no means likely;
whether any good quality is imparted to them by
the calamine ; or whether the mechanical effects
of the latter are abated, and thus rendered more
soothing to the surface of an ulcer than could be
expected from its application ‘¢ in the form of
powder,” are points which remain to be ascer-
tained. |

CERATUM LAPIDIS CALAMINARIS
CUM HYDRARGYRO.
B Cerati lapidis calaminaris lib. ss
Hydrargyri nitrati rubri unc. ss misce.

The red nitrated quicksilver should be very
finely levigated, and miged with the cerate.

This application answers remarkably well, in
bringing about an healthy appearance in slug-
gish and 1ll ::unrditianed ulcers,

CERATUM LITHARGYRI.
B Emplastrum lithargyri

Adipis suille sing. lib, ss

Cera flave unc, j

Aquea lithargyri acetati unc, iv.
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This is the soap cerate of St. Bartholomew’s
Hospital, and adopted by the College. In pre-
paring it, the utmost caution must be used.
The three first ingredients are to be mixed toge-
ther and boiled gently till all the moisture is
evaporated ; after which, the wax and oil, pre-
viously melted together, must be added. The
whole composition, from first to last, must be
incessantly and effectually stirred, without which
- the whole will be spoiled. This formula was in-
troduced into practice by Mr. Pott, and is found
to be a very convenient application in fractures,
and also as an external dressing for ulcers ; being
of a very convenient degree of adhesiveness, and
at the same time possessing the usual properties
of a saturnine remedy.

In applying this cerate, spread on linen, in
fractures of the leg or arm, one caution is ne-
cessary to be observed, namely, that it be in two
distinct pieces; for if, in one piece, the limb be
encircled by it, and the ends overlap each other,
it will form a very inconvenient and partial con-
striction of the fractured part, in consequence of
the subsequent tumefaction.

CERATUM SPERMATIS CETI. ()
B« Spermatis ceti unc. ss
Cerz alba unc, ij
Olei oliva unc, iv,
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Daran, are the absurd additions, of a lving
pigeon plucked and half a pint of portiwine.
These, together with the oil, are (not less Au-
manely than scientifically) ordered to be boiled
together, adding, after the pigeon is taken out,
the remaihing ingredients, and last of all from
two to sixteen drams: (according: to the degree
of causticity required) of the burnt sole of a
shoe, finely powdered. ;
¢ “ Wod Il
B Cera albz unc. iv
Spermatis ceti unc, iss
Unguenti1 rosati, et
Emplastri ceruss@ (Pharm. Parisian.}
sing. unc. j.

These being melted together; form the com-
position of which Mr. Daran made, what he
called, his emollient and healing bougies. If it
prove of too hard a consistence, we are directed
to add a small quantity of oil of almonds.

No. IIL.
B Emplastri lithargyri burgundici unc, ij
Hydrargyri purificati unc. j
Olei sulphurati q. s.
Antimonii praparati unc. ss
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pass into the stricture. But the objections to
this method are obvious. '

CEREI SIMPLICES.

Simple bougies, or those designed to act me-’
chanically on strictures in the urethra, have
been prepared from various rece:pts which it is
scarcely worth while te enumerate; the ingre-
dients being, for the most part alike, but differ-
ing in their ﬁmpnrtiona. -'We shall therefore
confine our account to the fcrl[owing composi-

tions, the former of which is recummendcd by
Mr. Hunter.

£ S T
Bc . Olei olivee lib. 117
Cerz flava lib.j .
Minii lib. iss.

These are to be boiled together overa slow fire
for six hours, Bougies made with this composi-
tion will be found much too soft for immediate
use, but after keeping some months, will acquire
sufficient firmness, If this be an objection
however, it may easily be removed and the plas-
ter: made ‘of a stiffer consistence, by adding two
or three ounces more wax and the like quantity
of minium, and cnntmumg the boiling till the
latter is dissolved. -

Bougies nught to be Sl supple, and

-
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yet of sufficient firmness to admit of being
pretty strongly urged by the hand of the sur-
geon, without bending or twisting in the ure-
thra. They are formed of narrow slips of thin
linen rag, which, after being equally dipped
into the melted composition, are firmly folded
up and afterwards rolled on a marble slab till
their surfaceis perfectly uniform. ' Their shape”
should be nearly equal except towards the
point, which should taper very gradually for
about the length of an inch.

A tolerably good composition for bougies
may also be formed with litharge plaster and
yellow wax, to which may be added, a small
quantity of red sulphurated quicksilver. The
following formula is from Swediaur.

No. 1I.
B Cera flava lib. j
Spermatis ceti drach. 1ij
Cerussz acetatz drach. iy ad viij.

These are to be boiled together as in the for-
mer instance, and the proportion of acetated
ceruse regulated according as the bougies are
designed to be of a firmer or a weaker consist-
ence. When cf a large size they should always
be of the latter description, that they may the
more readily conform to the shape of the passage
when introduced.
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pression, is the most suitable instrument for
the purpose. But they are no less perfectly
adapted for the usual purposes to which bougtes
have been applied, and particularly for the ori-
ginal examination of the urethra, to ascertain the
seat of a stricture. iy
By the way, it may not be improper to ob-
serve, that the practice of keeping the bougie
in, as formerly directed by Mr. Sharp and others,
for several hours together, has been relinquished
many years, on account of the injury supposed
to be done by it to the functions of the musculi
acceleratores urinz. On the contrary, it is now
the practice with many surgeons to order the
bougie to be worn only ten or fifteen minutes
at a time; but there certainly are cases where
this treatment must be ineffectual. Our best ge-
neral guide however is, the patient’s feelings;
both as to the size of the bougie, the frequency
of its application, and the time 1t should remain
in the strictured part; for if, by an excess inany
of these particulars, we occasion a great degree
of irritation, we infallibly bring on spasm and
retard the cure.
The treatment of strictures B}r caustic, has

been spoken of under the article argentum nitra-
tum, |

CERUSSA ACETATA. (L)
This is a good escharotic for the cure of
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that this formula, originally suggested by Mr.
Coleman, is exceedingly well calculated for the
removal of opacities of the transparent cornea.

COLLYRIUM HYDRARGYRI MURI-
AT, ;
B Liquoris hydrargyri muriati gutt. j
Aqu distillatze unc. iv misce.

This resembles the collyrium cupri ammoni-
ati in its qualities, and may be weakened or
strengthened at pleasure, by varying the pro.
portion of muriated quicksilver. .

COLLYRIUM LITHARGYRI ACETA.TI
! B Aque distillatze unc. iv

Aqua hthargyn at:etan gutt. X misce.

COLLYRIUM LITHARGYRI ACETATI
CAMPHORATUM. 2
B Spiritus camphorati gutt. xx
Aqu= lithargyri acetati 'gutt. x o
Aque distillatee unc. iv’' misce. '/
It is necessary to remark, that these ingredi-
‘entsare to be put together in' the order set down,
otherwise the camphor will be separated. »

1iv.] T Fam e
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CHIRURGICA. 67

The powdered antimony and pumice stone
are to be tied in separate pieces of rag, and
boiled along with the other ingredients.

This last decoction is reckoned to be the genu-
ine Lisbon diet drink, whose qualities have been
the subject of so much encomium,

DECOCTUM MEZEREIL
B Radicis mezerei contust drach; ij
Radicis glycyrrhiza contusi unc. j
Aque distillate lib. 1., .~

The mezereon is to be boiled till the water is
reduced one half, and the liquorice added a short
time before it is taken from the fire.

This decoction, given from half a pint to a
pint in twenty-four hours, is found serviceable
in the lues venerea ; but it 1s more immediately
calculated for the removal of strumous affections,
or for the cure of those mixed venereal cases
where mercury has acted injuriously on the
patient’s constitution. This is one of the for-
mule of Guy’s Hospital,

DECOCTUM QUERCUS.
B« Quercus contusi unc. j

Aquz distillatz lib. ij.

These, boiled till only a pint remains, form
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‘ tered on a ball. 3d. Under that of a glole,
“ when many of these sparks are condensed in
‘¢ a Leyden jar.””

Under the first form, electricity is very ad-
vantageously applied, in inflammation of the
eye, or any other highly sensible part.

Under the second, its action may be service-
able, in cases where the common skin can be
stimulated with less reserve; as in local in-
flammations, sprains, bruises, contractions, tu-
mours, paralytic affections, &c.

In the way of repeated shocks, it 1s likewise
of service in the same cases; and is usually em-
ployed alternately with the other forms of elec-
tricity.

The electrical fluid, as a topical remedy, has
been chiefly confined to the following diseases ;
viz. superficial inflammation, ophthalmia, gutta
serena, deafness, scrofulous enlargements, ano-
malous tumeurs, fistula lachrymalis, ulcers,
cutaneous eruptions, cancers, and abscesses.

Instances are upon record, of its success, in
suddenly restoring the sight in gutta serena,
the hearing in deafness, and the speech in
dumbness, even of many years continuance. It
is indeed the performance of a miracle of this
sort now and then, that has led us to expect,
what however no practitioner ever has found in
it, a remedy uniform in its good effects. 1t is pe-
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CHIRURGICA. 105

the contrary supposition. Another supposition
is, that mercury breaks down the blood to the
size which fits it for passing off by the salivary
glands ; but this is very difficult to suppose,
‘and entirely hypothetical : much rather may we
say, that mercury goes chiefly to the glands, from
a certain attraction to the liquor of the salivary
glands, in the same manner as neutrals, by an
alliance to the watry parts of the blood, are con-
centrated in the kidneys. The nature of the
saliva and of may other of the secreted fluids is
‘not known. I would allege Fordyce’s experi-
ments, that it comes nearer to the mucus than
has been imagined. This uncertainty with re-
gard to the saliva, prevents my endeavouring to
go farther to give the reason why mercury is par-
ticularly related to that liquor. Upon the whole,
mercury appears a very universal stimulant, and
general evacuant, being emetic, cathartic, dia-
phoretic, and salivatory, and accordingly we find
it one of* the most universal aperients and deob-
struents with which we are yet acquainted.
¢ Thus much we have thought proper to say
with regard to the general operation of mercury.
We shall now proceed to talk of the prepara-
tions of mercury, as in these the effects are di-
versified,
¢ With regard to the use of the preparations in
practice, crude mercury, and the combination in
B2
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¢¢ Purging is one of the slowest means, There
may be another way than the common of making
mercury exert this action, viz. by introducing it
into the blood, and then determining it to the
intestines.  Purging is never excited by any
means without spasms of the intestines, which,
when the operation is continued, are apt to end
in durable spasm and inflammation. These are
attended with very dangerous consequences;
and neither doss the method of purging by
‘unction answer much better, (although perhaps
more effectual), because it is attended with very
great pain.  The method of Douglas is, on this
account, now neglected, He followed, in this
method, Dessault. Sweating is the easiest opera-
tion of mercury that I know, but the difficulty
here lies in preventing any of the others from
taking place.

“ As this of sweating is so diffuse an oper-
ation, physicians have been led to employ saliva-
tion, which, however, is attended with many
inconveniences, as inflammatioh often to a dan-
gerous degree ; and it is the universal consent of
practitioners, that they employ only salivation
because no other means can be used. If then
means be found of exciting copiously, and keep-
ing up a sweat, it should be universally prac-
tised, We have now learned that the most acrid
‘preparations of mercury are most apt to have
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CHIRURGICA. 135

tion of course, is left more to accident. In the
state directed by the College, it has a disposition
~ to liquify, which is exceedingly incenvenient ;
but it has been improved in this respect by a
species of adulteration practised by the chemists,
who introduce a small proportion of unslacked
lime in fine powder, and thus give the sticks
into which it is formed, a suitable degree of
solidity.

Its principal use is for opening abscesses and
venereal buboes, and the mode of applying it
is as follows. The caustic, being slightly moist-
ened at the end with a little water, it is to be rub-
bed on the thinnest, most prominent, and most
depending part of the tumour. Its immediate
effect will be to destroy the skin, which is to be
removed, and the farther operation of the caus-
tic encouraged by continuing the friction in
various directions. By a little management of
this sort, the living parts may be successively
brought into contact with the caustic, so that, at
length, a .complete opening may be effected,
This however being a process of some severity
to the patient, and the immediate discharge of
the matter of an abscess seldom if ever requi-
site, it will be found sufficient to rub the part
with the caustic three or four times in the manner
described, and afterwards cover the.eschar with
a small bit of lint, which may either be con-
















































CHIRURGICA. 151

for want of stimulus, but 1s kept in action by
an adequate stimulus, gradually diminishing it
until it returns to its ordinary action. With the
same view the internal means are highly stimulant
to the whole system, which must be supposed
to be in a natural state at the time of the acci-
dent. Thus increasing the action of the whole
generally, by strong stimuli, and decreasing the
action of the part by lessening the stimuli, the
desired end will bé more readily obtained, that
is, the equilibrium of the action will be restored.
Should the injury have gone the length of de-
stroying any part of the body, I have observed
that this cannot take place without some other
parts of the system only having their action in-
creased, The restoration of those yet living
parts must be first attended to; and this very
mode will facilitate the process of throwing off
the dead parts, which, when done, and a sup-
puration having taken place, the e:{citiﬁg of the
system by any thing stimulant, either by food or
medicine, should be cautiously avoided. Should
the secretion of pus continue too great, gentle
laxatives, and a spare diet, are indicated. If any
part, as the eyes for instance, keep weak, with
a tendency to inflammation, topical bleedings,
- or small quantities of blood taken from the arm,
are useful. To defend the new skin, campho-
vated oil, or camphorated oil and lime-water,
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MOXA.

This is the mugworté of China, a soft lanu-
ginous substance prepared in Jdpan from a spe-
cies of artemisia (little differing from our com-
mon mugwort), by beating the dried leaves and
rubbing them betwixt the hands till the downy
part can be separated. i

It 1s famous in the East for curing the gout,
and as a species of actual cautery in other cases,
and 1s used in the following manner. ¢ A little
cone of the moxa is laid upon the part, pre-
viously moistened, and set on fire at the top.
It burns down with a temperate glowing heat,
and produces a dark-coloured spot, the exul-
.ceration of which is promoted by applying a
little garlic. The ulcer is left to discharge, or
1s soon healed, according to the intention in
using the mpxa.”’

The ancients were much in the practice of
using the actual cautery; often with extraordi-
nary benefit, and with little pain to the patient.
Should it be required in any particular instance,
the dread of the operation would be much less-

ened by having recourse to the simple process
here described.

MUCILAGO ARABICI GUMMI. (L)
B¢ Arabici gummi unc. iv
Aquz ferventis unc, viij.
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otders to be placed as near to the ear as conve-
nient, and kept open by the common means.
Added to this, it is exceedingly material, to
keep the cavity clean by daily wiping with a
lengthened bit of soft cotton, affixed to a probe
and passed to the bottom of the ear. This,
being twirled gently rqund, will absorb that
moist and offensive discharge, which, if suffered
to remain, might be capable of aggravating the
symptoms, or at least retarding the cure. Many
people employ for this purpose, a large camel’s ”
hair pencil, which is to the full as convenient,

OPIUM PURIFICATUM. (L)

The knowledge of this remedy is almost as ex-
tensive as its usefulness in medicine and sur-
gery. Its properties are so generally under-
stood, that no particular remarks on them can
be thought necessary in this place.

OXYMEL ARUGINIS. (L)
- B AEruginis przparatz unc. j

Aceti unc. vij

Mellis despumati unc xiv.

The verdigris is to be dissolved in the vine.
gar, which is afterwards to be joined with the
honey, and the whole bmled to a proper con-
sistence,

I
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/. PILULE OPIL COMPOSIT_zE
B: Opii punﬁcatl
" Camphorz sing. drach g
" Antimonii tartarisati gran. XVe
Syrupl SlﬂlPl.‘lClS q.s, Fient pilule. 1;:.
These pills are of use, in any case where patn
is to be alleviated, ;m@ a gﬂntl&d;aph&r&ms pro-
duced. * But they are more 1mmedlate1}r calcu-
lated to prevent the mght S}rmptﬂms 10 2 gonor-
rheea, in which case, tfley are, in general, more
to” be’ dePenE{ed on ‘than the fcregmng ; but
their sudnnﬁc guahtles may. possibly, in some

cases, prmre ‘an’ nb_;ectmn to their being taken
ﬁvery mght. PALRO: L AT

|
F, i W R S
..z'. .  wataie” -

PILULAE TEREBINTHIN;E QUM
RHABARBARO
%! ‘ReTerebinthine coctx drach 1J

Pulvens rad:r.;lf.s rhaba;_‘ban ;lx_ag;h.:quisce.

- These are tc: be furménl mtb th:;tjy -51X p}ll;s,
Thrr.:ef tice a day, are preﬁcnbed by, Mr. Cling
in gonorrheeas, gleets, or such dascharges as seem
to proceed from an aﬂ"ectmn of the Prmtatﬂ glan-,d.
' Both the ingrediénts whlch cnmp%ﬁ% ese ,plxllsr,
have the property of passing very readlly into

the urine, and thus a local effect is produced.
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lating sore, I made choice of this powder as an

external application. :
¢ I began my experiments by ccveﬁng the

surfaces of several ulcers with the powder of
rhubarb, very thinly spread over them, and after-
wards dressing them with a pledget of common
ointment, These applications were renewed
once in twenty-four hours. Under this treat-
ment the sores mended for several days, and then
seemed to be at a stand, although they retained
a healing appearance. This circumstance was
not readily accounted for, but as the pledget
was exceedingly greasy, and came in contact with
the edges, and many other parts of the sore, it
was attributed to that cause, and a piece of lint
was therefore interposed between the powder
and the unctuous covering, after which the
granulations became disposed to form skin, and
the sores were gradually healed.

‘“ Encouraged by these trials, I made use of
this powder under a variety of circumstances,
with a similar result. In some cases it appear-
ed, after being continued some time, to lose its
effect upon the ulcer. But even in these in-
- stances, the applying it twice in the same day
was sufficient to restore the first effect. In
other cases the rhubarb seemed to be too vie-
lent an application, in some degree disposing the
granulations to ulcerate; this effect was how-
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formerly had a place in the Pharmacopocias of
London and Edinburgh.

Without bestowing any extravagant encomis-
ums on this remedy, it is undoubtedly a good
application to.indolent tumours.

SEMICUPIUM CICUT A.

The hemlock bath i1s formed by mingling a
dozen handfuls of the fresh leaves of cicuta, or
a proportionate quantity of the dried, in as much
hot water as will reach up to the patient’s waist,
As it is material, that the vapour of the bath
should be confined, this process is most conve-
niently performed in one of the shoe-shaped
vessels which are sold for the purpose.

We have the testimony of the late Mr. Justa-
mond, and of Dr. Cheston, in behalf of this re-~
medy, when employed in painful affections of
the uterus, and even where that viscus has been
found, on examination, in an indurated state.

SEVUM AERATUM.

Citizen Fourcroy relates a new method of
combining oxygen with suet, to make the ox-
ygenated pomatum. Take any quantity of puri-
fied lard, and let it melt by a gentle fire in an
earthen vessel ; add to it afterwards two thirds
of its weight of pure nitric acid 28—go degrees
strong, and stir the mixture with a wooden
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The soap and oil of amber are to be digested
together till both are dissolved, and afterwards
the water of pure ammonia is to be added.

This has been strongly recommended for the
cure of the bite of the viper. It is doubtful
however, whether any known remedy be pre-
ferable, in that case, to olive oil, of which so
many successful trials have been recorded.

: SPIRITUS CAMPHORATUS. (L)
B Camphorz unc. iv
Spiritus vinosi rectificati lib. ij misce

This has been long in use as a remedy for
bruises, sprains, and external spasmodic affec-
tions. It isa good application to burnt parts,
and, by the late Mr. Justamond, said to be useful
in checking an incipient whitloe, in which case,
it should be applied on linen rag,.

SPONGIA PRAPARATA.

Pieces of the finest and most porous sponge,
dipped into melted emplastrum cerz composi-
tum, 2nd pressed, whilst hot, between two plates
of iron, form, what is called sponge tent.

When cold, it may be cut into plugs or tents
of any shape ; and when introduced into small
openings with a view of enlarging them, the
plaster melts, and the sponge, recovering its
natural elasticity, increases in bulk by absorbing
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grees of success, in cancer and scrofula and Mr.
Bell, of Edinburgh, speaks of having prescribed
it with advantage, in chordees, which have re-
sisted the use of opium. He recommends the
dose to be gradually increased from one grain to
two, three, or more, three times a day. After
the patient has taken it some weeks, the quantity
in each dose will admit of being increased to
seven or eight grains, |

. SYRUPUS HYDRARGYRI.
B Hydrargyri purificati drach. j
Pulveris arabici gummi drach. iij
Syrupi simplicis unc. ij
Aquz fumaria unc. j.

The quicksilver being rubbed down with the
gum and the syrup, the rain water is to be after-
wards added. '

This is the once celebrated mercurial syrup of
Plenck. The dose is from two to three tea
spoonfuls night and morning.

- There i1s another, invented by Cit. Bouillon-
Lagrange, of which the following account is
given in the Medical and Physical Journal.

¢¢ This mercurial preparation was first invented
by Mr. Belet, and is much recommended by
Portal, There are several methods of preparing

it ; all which, however, afford a very imperfect
Ji
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with some undissolved spar. Saturate it now
perfectly with muriatic acid, and let it evaporate.
The remaining dry mass of salt is melted again
in an earthen vessel ; and being in a quiet state
of fluidity, pour it upon a stone plate; and
cover it with a vessel, to prevent any thing
escaping, which sometimes happens in cooling.
To give this mass a fine, regular crystalization,
and to separate it from other heterogeneous mat-
ters, it must be dissolved in a sufficient quantity
of distilled boiling water. It is not necessary
to pulverize it before, because a greater part re-
mains undissolved, when pulverized, than when
the whole is put into the vessel. In this solu-
tion, volatile liver of sulphur, dissolved in
water, is dropped as long as any precipitation is
visible ; by which means it is cleared from any
adherent metallic particles. The fluid is now
filtered, and gently evaporated to the point of
crystalization.’’

Great nicety is certainly required in the pre-
paration of this medicine, and its exhibition
must be regulated with the utmost caution.
Four or five drops, in distilled water, twice a
day, is a sufficient dose in the beginning ; but
it may, in some cases, be gradually increased to
fifteen drops or more, Should any nausea how-






CHIRURGICA. ﬁcq

of the hospitals,particularly at St. Barthelomew’s,
Another very important use of it, is to form a
mechanical covering to the aperture made in the
skin by the protrusion of ;he bone in some
compound fractures. In these, the object is to
prevent the admission of air, so as to give na-
ture a chance of uniting the bone in the way
of a simple fracture. To effect this very eli-
gible mode of cure requires some nicety in the
application of the tincture, which is commonly
. used on pledgits of lint, laid one over the other,
so as to cover the orifice, and extend to some
distance around it, It is of great consequence,
in making this attempt, to prevent the tincture
from flowing énto the wound; for which reason,
it would perhaps be most advisable to cover that
- with a little goldbeater’s skin, before the tinc-

ture 1s more prﬂfusely employed.

TINCTURA CANTHARIDIS.
B Cantharidum contusarum drach. ijj
Spiritus vinosi tenuioris lib. j

This differs from the College formula only in
the omission of the cochineal, which is a useless
ingredient. The cantharides are to be digested

for eight days in the spirit, which is afterwards
to be strained.
- This tincture is given mternall}r for gleets,
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In the cure of the bronchocele, the internal
use of bumnt sponge, has, for some time, been
considered as a most efficient remedy. It has
been joined, by different practitioners, with
many other ingredients, and admm:stﬂed in'a
variety of shapes.

Dr. Cheston has found it to succeed in a
great number of cases, when employed agreeably
to the above formula, and subject to the following
regulations, which certainly appear to be an im-
provement on the methods recommended in the
Coventry receipt, which we shall presently insert.

When the tumour appears about the age of
- puberty, and before its structure has been too
~morbidly deranged, a pill, consisting of a grain
or two of calomel, must be given for three suc-
cessive nights, and, on the fourth morning, a
saline purge. Every night afterwards, for three
weeks, one of the troches should, when the
patient is in bed, be put under the tongue,
suffered to dissolve gradually, and the solution
swallowed.

The disgust at first arising from this remedy,
soon wears off. 'The pills and purge are to be
repeated at the end of three weeks, and the
troches had recourse to as before ; and this plan

is to be pursued till the tumour is eatirely got
“ the better of,
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with regard to the bitter powders, &c. were the
same in every respect.

The bronchocele has, most undoubtedly, been
cured in a number of instances by the exhibition
of burnt sponge. In common with other scro-
fulous affections, it is not difficult to suppose,
that the stimulus given to the intestines by an
occasional dose of calomel as a purge, is of ser-
- vice; but,itisa quEStiun, whether the periodical
dlﬁﬂlpllnﬁ held forth in the Coventry remedy,
is not of too emplncal a descnptmn ; and whe-
ther the weak habits in which scrofula usually
exists, may not be injured by so free a use of
evacuants.

Mr. Prosser, in his account and method of cure
of the Bronchocele, published in 1771, recom-
mends the following remedy. :

B Hydrargyri sulphurati rubri
Millepedum in pulverem tritorum
Spongi® ustx sing. gran. xv. misce,

This powder he directs to be taken an hour or
two before *breakfast for a fortnight or three
weeks, The patient is then to abstain from me-
dicine for-a fortnight, at the end of which she
is to have recourse to the powders as before,
and also to be put under a course of the pilula
mercurialis of the late London Pharmacopoeia.
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a scrofulous habit was cured by Dr. Johnstone
of an obstruction in the cesophagus: the dis-
ease recurring several times, but always yielding
in the course ofa few weeks to this remedy.

VINUM ANTIMONII COMPOSITUM.
B Vini antimonii unc. ss
Tinctura opi drach. ij
Liquoris hydrargyri muriati gutt. viij
misce,

From fifteen to twenty or thirty of these
drops, given im a quarter of a pint of milk twice
a day, prove a very powerful remedy in cuta-
neous diseases,

Their effects ave promoted considerably, by
giving the sarsaparilla or elm-bark decoctions
at the same time.

VI:NEJM ANTIMONII OPIATUM.
B Vini antimonii drach. vj
Tinctura opii drach. ij misce,

This is the anodyne sudorific of Mr. Bromfeld,
who brought it into use in the treatment of in-
juries of the brain, in which cases it is known
. to possess extraordinary powers. The dose lhe
directs, is tén drops every four or six hours,

It may not be amiss to remark here, that the

-
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in the same manner, we can very readily per-
ceive a great number of metallic particles quite
distinct. M. Beaumé took equal quantities of
mercurial ointment ; one of which was newly
made, and the other become slightly rancid by
keeping. He kept both of them in a state of
liquefaction during eight days, in a degree of
heat much below what could possibly decompose
the fat. The newly-made ointment allowed
three drachms of mercury to separate ; the other,
which was rancid, only one drachm and a half.
All these.observations do not allow us to doubt
of the reality of the combination ; they pointed-
ly prove, that what we call the extinction of
mercury in fat, is not purely the effect of me-
chanical division, since those two substances
exert a slow spontaneousaction upon one ano-
ther, from which a more intimate union at length
results. This is much confirmed, by observing
the difference in colour and consistence between
old and new ointment. New made ointment is
of a very light colour, and extremely soft;
while what has been kept for some time is
much darker in colour, and much firmer in con-
sistence : a sufficient proof of some change in
the intimaey of their union. We are in the next
place to enquire in what state the mercury uqites
with the fat, whether in form of a metal or in

form of a calx (oxyd).
L2
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Mr. Proctor, jun. in the Medical and Physical
Journal, offers some remarks upon Fourcroy’s
conclusion on this subject. He considers the
- -quicksilver to be simply mechanically divided by
triture in pure sweet fat; ¢ for (says he), upon
rubbing the mixture upon the surface of any
‘body which will either absorb the fat, or allow
it space to be diffused upon, the mercury pre-
sently re-unites into small globules, as in 1its-
original state; and this happens from the con-
mnection between it and the dividing matter (fat)
being destroyed. But when the ointment has
been kept some time, no such effect takes place,
because the union becomes more intimate in con-
sequence of the fat undergoing a' change, by
~which it really does dissolve part, and in time,
the whole of the mercury; and this change is no
other than a gradual acidification, which it seems
more readily to undergo from its combination
with the mercury, by the absorption of oxygen
from the atmosphere. The smell, which would
betray its rancidity, or acidification, cannot be
perceived till all the mercury is combined with
the sebacic acid, when the superabundant quan-
tity of fat, having no metal to neutralize, or
' rather to saturate its acid, will of course become
sensible to the smell.”? 7 =00 o 1
- As a proof of this, Mr. Pmetnr adduces
the practice (common with some apothecaries)
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The wax and lard, being melted together and
suffered to grow nearly cold, are to be well in-
corporated with the red nitrated quicksilver,
previously levigated.

This, allowing for the omission of twelve
grains of opium and the substitution of lard for
viper’s fat, is the unguentum ad lippitudinem of
St. Thomas’s Hospital. The use of it is to ex-
cite healthy granulations in obstinate ulcers, and
as an application in chronic inflammation of the
eyelids. For the latter purpose it is also rubbed
* on the upper eye-lids. by Mr. Ware.

UNGUENTUM LITHARGYRI ACETATL.
‘B¢ Unguenti cera unc. j |
. Aque lithargyri acetati drach. ss misce.

This is a convenient substitute for the wn-
guenium cerusse acetate of the College, which
becomes rancid and unfit for use in a short time
after icds made, 0 i L0 T -

It 1s a proper application to small ulcers
whose edges are in a state of inflammation.

UNGUENTUM LITHARGYRI COMPO-
SITUM.
B« Emplastri lithargyri lib, ss
- Adipis suille praeparatz unc, iv
Olei olive
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the part: the latter may be distinguished by its
languid, purple, and glassy appearance. Both
are considerably painful and sore; but the latter,
when ever so slightly touched, is remarkable for
throwing the muscles of the limb into action.

In ulcers of the latter description, this oint-
ment will be found of service, whilst those
compositions into which turpentine enters, are
wholly inadmissible, In the same kind of ulcer,
Dr. Kirkland also employed the balsam of Peru
on lint, with considerable good effect.

UNGUENTUM PICIS CUM SULPHURE.
. K Picis liquidee lib. ss
Cerz flavae unc, ss
Florum sulphuris unc. ij.

The wax and the tar being melted together,
the sulphur is to be gradually stirred in.

This, which is one of the formule of Guy’s
Hospital, is an excellent application for the cure
of tinea. It is necessary, during its use, for the
patient to have his head repeatedly shaved, and
to wear a close-fitted cap of the green oil-case,
which, independent of the remedy applied, will
be of very considerable service, and indeed is
capable of effecting a cure, in slight cases, with-
out the use of any other means.
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NEFPHRITIS.—Natron, przp.—Dec. hord. cum gume

mi.—Vin. antim. opiat.—Enem, terebin.

OPHTHALMIA —Collyria varia—Catapl. aluminis, rosz,
natri vitriolati, mali maturi—Crem lithar, acet.—Vin.
opii—Agq. cupr. vitr, camph,

PHYMOSIS.~Fom, & catap. emol.—Inj, cupri vitr,
comp,

PHAGED AENA.—Cinchona—Lot. Alumin.—Pulv. Cin-
chon. cum Myrrha—Solut. ferri vitriol.—Linim. oleos.
cum cupro,~QOxymel zrug.—Catapl. efferves.~Catapl,
carbonis,

SCALDS.—Catap. rad. solani tuberosi—Lot. lithar, acet,
camph.—Lot. spirituosa.—Linim. terebinth.

SCROFULA.—Catap. quercus mar.—Lot, hydrarg, mur.
comp.—Dec. mezerei, dulcamarz, lusitanicum, &c.—
Elect. cinch. cum natro—Sol. zinci c¢. 2lum.—Spong,
usta—Pil. cicutz, aconiti, hyoscyami, d&c.—Catap,
kali acet. .

- SPRAINS.—Catap. aceti—Emb. amm. acet.—Emb.
amm, acet. cum sapone—Emb. amm. camph.—Lin.
succini opiat —Linim. sinapi.

SPINE, IncurvaTions oF—Kali purum—Cinchona—
Sol. zinci, vitr. c. alum,—Vatron, &c.

STONE.—Uva ursi—Enem. terebinth.—Aq, Kkali put.—
Kali aeratum—Natron prap. :

STRICTURE.—Cerei simp, metallici, vel medicati—Ar-
gent. nitrat.

TINEA.—Lot. kali sulph.—Ung. hydr. nitrat.—Ung.
bydr. mur.—Ung. picis aridee-=Ung. picis cum sulph.
—Lot. picis liquid,

TUMOURS, InporenT.—Linim. sinapi—Lot. hydrar.
mur, comp.—Catap. brionz comp.—Emp. varia.

» SUPPURATING.~Catap, galban, comp,

Emp. scille comp==Emplastr, ammoniz,





































