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A REGIMENT OF LARCHES ADVANCING ON VETERAN PINES.






























16 ALPINE NOTES

was deafening, and a strong sulphurous
smell, which lasted some time afterwards,
suggested, as Whymper says, that the

Devil was at the bottom of the business.

MELCHIOR ANDEREGE, 1E95.
FROM A PHOTOGRAPH BY MR. MYLES MATHEWS,

Wandering into Couttets’ Hotel at Cha-
mounix quite without intention, I witnessed
a touching farewell between Mr. M. and

Melchior. To see an undemonstrative
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at  ALPINE NOTES /

in dirty company, and the early morning ¢
was dark and threatening; we started how- '
ever at 4.30, led by Joseph Hari, a local |
man. After crossing the glaciér he took us
over some smooth slabs of rock arranged
like a slated roof and coated with ice to
make us careful. These safely crossed,
Truffer took the lead, and up the final
steep everything was ice wherein steps had
to be laboriously cut to the summit. We
stood on the top at 10 o'clock, but saw
little of our surrounding glories, except
occasionally a brief glance round through
the mists while standing perched in an ice
step. The weather ended up in snow,
which shut us in on the glacier below, and
made us thankful to be well off the ice,
and safely quit of a mountain which, though
usually an easy climb, could assert itself
seriously in a storm. *

Taking Truffer with us, A. B. and 1
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3o ALPINE NOTES

for nothing, all shall go.” We had a long
walk home, the last half-hour by lantern
light, having been eighteen hours over our
expedition.

We wished next to traverse the Meije
from La Bérarde to La Grave, which neither
of our guides had ever done, so it seemed
best to let Truffer go back to Switzerland,
lest on a serious expedition his hand should
fail him again and its recovery be delayed.
His helpless condition in the iced couloir
was explained by the fact that months
before he had been ill with a bad hand,
and its vitality had been impaired by what
was probably a previous attack of frost-bite.
Before his departure we had a lovely day
on the Grande Aiguille; on the top we
basked and slept in the sun after a lunch of
tinned fruits and bread and butter. There
is a little ice and snow requiring care on

this beautiful peak, but we climbed it up
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50 ALPINE NOTES

descent was over he was decidedly ill, but
fortunately not utterly collapsed until after
the more dangerous ice slopes had been
descended ; his “legs” were then quite
gone and he had to be supported by the
guides before he reached the sleeping place,
where we left him wrapped in my shawl
with his friED;c_tlquY beside him to
. gﬂt. L
: unluc;kz man fwhoge rope had been

/as Qp‘%ritisher‘fﬂ easily beaten. He
sent his gliflBR hEK on their tracks, and
by daylight the rope had been found, where

it had been carelessly dropped, upon the

olacier; so that, though rather delayed,
his ascent was made successfully, and the
traveller returned by another route to
Ferpeclee. We, after having decided that
the sick man was safe enough and fast
asleep, found our way with difficulty in

the dark, except for lanterns, across the
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100 ALPINE NOTES

Our guide, who seemed rather out of
condition, begged to be allowed to bring
along a boy, his nephew, who was to be
no further expense to monsieur. When
we reached the top of the pass after a
hot and fatiguing walk through fresh snow,
a little mountain inn offered us rest and
refreshment. The view is very fine, es-
pecially of the Matterhorn and the range
on the other side beginning with the Breit-
horn; here the sunlight on the vast snow
slopes was far too brilliant to be faced
without dark glasses. After a short noon-
day sleep this is indeed like waking in
another world. The wily Italian at the
proper moment now interviewed me, and
represented that it was impossible he could
properly care for madame unless he should
bring his boy also; of course the boy
went with us, and obtained a vast amount

of pleasure at a small cost to his employer.
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OLD STONE BRIDGE AT SAAS
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GUIDE'S FOOT IN CLIMEING POSITION AGAINST THE SHOEHORN ROCK
AT ZERMATT.

Alois Kalbermatten photographed by Captain Abney. The angle made by the
foot with the leg is about 6o degrees







GUIDE'S FOOT IN CLIMEING POSITION AGAINST THE SHOEHOEN ROCK
AT ZERMATT,

Peter Perren photographed by Captain Abney. The angle made by the foot
with the leg is about 60 degrees, .
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GUIDE'S FOOT, TO SHOW THE ANGLE MADE BY THE FOOT WITH THE LEG
WITHOUT PEESSURE.







Sauqy uwmadeny Aq ydeafogoyd v nioag  canssasd gnonus ap sy s 3003 3 £q apenr apfue o[

THAIND S5IME ¥ A0 1004







"HTHANY

ANy

‘worsod 35101
HAENY LNAE FHL HLIM SONYIVE SHL MOHS OL KT ANO ATHO ONISA ‘Na0d DNLLLIS 40 13V 3HL




CARPET ATHLETICS 143

It is best not to attempt this performance
often after the .ng of fifty, but it 1s no
matter to mountaineers, for on the Alps
all of them are of the same age, z.e. about

Jfive and twenly.

FOOT OF AN EXPERIENCED AMATEUE, TO SHOW THE ANGLE MADE BY THE
FOoOT WITH THE LEG.
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