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who have thus realized the ideality of death. It
were but little matter, therefore, though no bio-
graphy should appear at all ; it is of but little count
that such biography, as the recollections of friends
and intimates shall call forth, be scanty in its de-
tails ; 1t 1s of but little count that the life of him
who is to be shadowed forth is destitute of incident
fitted for the taste of wonder-loving, passion-courting,
romance-devouring, readers. Biographies for these
are common, Good men are scarce.

Joun Sxow, the subject of the present memoir,
was born at York, on the fifteenth day of June,
1813. He was the eldest son of his parents. His
father was a farmer. His mother, who is living,
resides still at York. As a child, he showed his love
of industry ; and increasing years added only to the
mtensity with which he applied himself to any work
that was before him. He occasionally assisted his
father in agricultural pursuits, and often in later life
spoke with great naiveté of the recollections of
those early winter mornings when his boy’s fingers
were too intimately to be pleasantly acquainted with
the effects of benumbing cold. He was first sent to
a private school at York, where he learned all that
he could learn there. He was fond of the study of
mathematics, and in arithmetic became very profi-
cient. At the age of fourteen, he went to New-
castle-on-Tyne, as an apprentice to Mr. William
Hardeastle, surgeon, of that place. He had also the
opportunities of studying at the Newcastle Infirmary
During the third year of his apprenticeship, viz.,
when he was seventeen years old, he formed an idea
that the vegetarian body-feeding faith was the trme
and the old; and with that consistency which
throughout life attended him, tried the system rigidly
for more than eight years. He was a noted swimmer
at this time, and could make head against the tide
longer than any of his ommnivorous friends. I have
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the disease there. In this labour he was indefatiga-
ble, and his exertions were crowned with great sue-
cess, He made also on this occasion many observa-
tions relating to this disease, which proved to him
of immense account in after years.

He left Newcastle in 1833, and engaged himself
as assistant to Mr. Watson of Burnop Field, near
Newcastle. Here he resided for twelve months, ful-
filling the assistant duties; regarding which it can
only be said, and that from analogy, that they were
neither without their anxiety nor their reward.
Leaving DBurnop Field in 1834-5, he revisited his
native place, York; made a short stay, and thence
to a certain half-inaccessible village called Pately
Bridge, in Yorkshire, to assistant it with Mr. War-
burton, surgeon there. Some few years ago a friend
of mine went to the same village, by the recommen-
dation of Dr. Snow, as assistant to the present Mr.
Warburton of that place, a son of Dr. Snow’s “old
master”. The circumstance of this recommendation
often led Dr. Snow to refer to his life at Pately
Bridge in our conversations. He invariably, on such
occasions, spoke of Mr. Warburton, his “old master”,
in terms of sincere respect, and depicted his own life
there with great liveliness. He was a vegetarian
then, and his habits puzzled the housewives, shocked
the cooks, and astonished the children. His culi
peculiarities were, however, attended to with great
kindliness. Eighteen months at Pately Bridge, with
many rough rides, a fair share of night work, a good
%]eaning of experience, and this sojourn was over.

ow back again went our student to York, to stay
this time a few months, and—mnot to be idle—to
take an active share in the formation of temperance
societies. In leisure days during this period it was
his grand amusement to make long walking explora-
tions into the country. In these peregrinations he
collected all kinds of information, geological, social,
sanitary, and architectural.
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and our disappointed student, on the very eve of
success, was compelled to relate his discomfiture in
the following address :

“To the Governors of Westminster Hospital.

“ My Lorps, LADIES, AND GENTLEMEN,

“ T became a candidate for the vacant office of Apo-
thecary to the Hospital a little before my term of study
was completed, expecting that the Court of Examiners of
the Apothecaries’ Company would admit me for examina-
tion in time for the election, knowing that they had granted
a similar boon to my fellow-students on less important
occasions. I have asked the favour of that Court with all
due respect and ceremony, showing them that my course of
study had already been twice as long as they require; and
they have refused to examine me till my last item of study
was completed according to their own peculiar curriculum,
without stating any reason for their refusal. I must there-
fore necessarily resign, which T beg most respectfully to do, .

and to offer my sincere thanks to all those who have taken
trouble in my behalf,”

On the first Court of October 1838, held on Octo-
ber 4th of that year, Mr. Snow met the Blackfriars
Shylocks by legal right. They had not forgotten
him, and gave him good proof of their remembrances.
He passed, however, safe and sound; and, having the
double qualification, laid himself out for the duties
of a general practitioner in medicine in the great
city.

}At this time there existed in London a society
(now sunken into the “ Medical Society of London”)
called the “Westminster Medical Society.,” It was a
society which had long given encouragement to those
junior members of the medical profession who might
wish for a hearing at its meetings and debates. Mr.
Snow was not the man to lose an opportunity such as
this. I have often heard him say, both privately and
publicly, that, upon this early connexion with the
“ Westminster Medical,” his continuance in London





















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































