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PREFACE

TO THE TENTH AND REVISED EDITION.

e e P e g

WaiLsT there have been great advances in the science of medicine,
especially in therapeuties, since this work was first issued, the anthor
deems it of importance to the profession that the old remedies and
old methods should be kept in view. The practitioner needs to re-
new his acquaintance with them from time to time, that he may lose
nothing good of the old practice, and that he may clearly trace the
connection between the old and the new. The student requires it;
that he may attain a eomplete knowledge of therapeutics and materia
medica.

We claim to be a free and liberal class of physicians, and we do not
recognize the right of any man either inside or outside of the Eeclee-
tic ranks to dictate what we shall use or how we shall use it. Every
practitioner is personally responsible for the results of his practice.
If Le does a patient a wrong by large doses and poisonous effects, he
is guilty to the extent of the wrong. If he fails to give relief or save
life beecause of small doses and inefficient remedies, he is eqnally
guilty. A physician is responsible to his patients in that he agrees
to furnish that knowledge and skill which comes from thorough study
and close observation. He ean not claim that he has done his whole
duty, unless he has been * eclectie” in fact, choosing from all sources
that which to him seems best.

I do not think that any one can know what Eclecticism is unless
he has studied it from the beginning. It is wonderful what a mass
of material the **fathers” had gathered together, and it is a matter
of equal interest to note the evolution of our present practice—spe-
cific medication—from this. The reader may think it strange, but
three-fourths of modern homeeopathy is from this source, and nine-
tenths of modern Felecticism.
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The old-time Eclectic nzed a weak infusion for its direct effect,
where we now use five or ten drops of a powerful tincture in water
for the same purpose. There was not- even the difference in dose
that many persons have supposed. True, our old doctor made a libe-_
ral use of emeties, cathartics, diaphoretics, and diuretics, but he
knew when to use them. He vomited his patient when the stomach
contained material it could not dispose of, and which was not only a
cause of disease, but prevented the action of needed remedies. He
did not put an emetie in an irritable stomach, or use it when it was
not needed. He was rather free in the use of cathartics, but they
were simple and mild, and he managed to * put them in the right
place,” and stopped when unpleasant materials had been removed
from the howels.

Though rough in his external appearance, he was “wise in his gen-
eration,” and left it for modern seientists to go over the pons asinorum
with quinine, morphine, and whisky, for all diseases to which flesh
is heir,

Whilst we wish to do full eredit to the * fathers” in our school, and
present their views fairly, we will endeavor to show that our present
teaching of **small doses of pleasant medicine for direct effect,” is the
rational outcome of the old studies. It will be presented in brief
form, yet sufficiently full for all practical purposes. With the old
and the new before him, the student should be able to make his study
of therapeutics thorough, and his materia medica the assurance of a
successful practice.
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A PRACTICAL TREATISE

ON

GENERAL AND SPECTAL THERAPEUTICS.
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1 2000 = R

GENERAL THERAPEUTICS.

Tue term Materic Medica embraces all of those agents
termed remedial or curative, which are employed either with
a view to palliate or cure diseases. It treats of their natural
characters, sensible qualities, chemical properties, and of
their mode of action.

Remedies may be divided into two great classes. The first
may be termed psychieal or mental remedies, and embraces
all those influences which may be brought to bear upon the
mind of a person laboring under disease, and which often,
if rightly applied, tend much to facilitate a cure. The
second may be termed corporeal remedies, and embraces all
agents of a curative nature, whether imponderable or pon-
derable.

T Lerapeutics is that branch of mediecal science which treats
of the administration of remedies, and their effects upon the
system. Thus, it treats of the changes in funection, sensa-
tion, or action, wronght upon the system when in a state of
disease, by the exhibition of the varions agents included
under the term materia mediea, by which disordered function,
gensation or action 1s subdued. In other words, it treats of
the precise steps or series of influences by which morbid
phenomena or diseased action is arrested, and health re-es-
{tablished. :

In a more extended signification, therapeutics embraces
not only the administration and mode of action of remedies,

(ix)
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but it likewise takes cognizance of the morbid process ex-
isting—the pathology of the disease, the variance from a
physiological condition or state of health. Thus says Dr.
Dunglison: “To be a good therapentist, a man must be well
versed in every department of medicine, and be capable of
observing and reasoning well. He may be a good observer,
and yet a bad reasoner. He can not practice well unless he
is both.”

METHODS OF CURE.

Tt is maintained by homeopathists that there are but three
possible relations subsisting between the symptoms of dis-
ease and the specific effects of remedies. The first is oppo-
sition, the second resemblance, and the third leterogenity ; con-
sequently there are but three methods of removing discase
by the use of medicine, namely : Anfipathic, Homeopathic and
Allopathic. ;

ANTIPATHIA.

The antipathic method of curing disease consists in the
use of appliances or medicines that produce effects of a na-
ture opposed to the symptoms of the disease, and hence the
axiom “Contraria contrariis opponenda.” Hippoerates enter-
tained these views, and may be regarded as the founder of
this doctrine; for says he, “All diseases which proceed from
repletion are eured by evacuation ; and those which proceed
from evacuation are cured by repletion. And so in the rest,
contraries are the remedies of contraries.”

Much of the practice in vogue at this time is based upon
this principle. Purgatives are exhibited to relieve constipa-
tion; cold is employed to alleviate the effects of burns or
scalds; narcoties to abate pain, ete.

omeopathic physicians object to antipathic remedies;
they assert that, although the primary effects of the agents
named may. produce phenomena opposed to the disease, yet
their secondary eficets are similar to those which they are
exhibited to remove. They maintain that the primary eflect
of opinm is eonstipation, but its secondary eftect diarrhea;
the primary action of purgatives is followed by constipation.
These sccondary effects do sometimes follow the administra-
tion of remedies, though this can not be considered the ruie,
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but the exception. Thus diarrhea is of very uncommon oe-
currence as a result of the administration of opinm; and
though constipation may, and often does follow the use of
purgatives, yet it is by no means an invariable result.

HoMEoPATHIA.

The homeopathic method of practice is that founded by
Dr. Hahnemann upon the maxim “Similia similibus curan-
tur,” or in exhibiting remedies capable of producing effects
similar to the disease for the reinoval of which it is given.

A few of the many examples claimed by the homeopath-
ists as evidences of remedial agents producing effects similar .
to those of the disease for which they were administered,
and by their so-called secondary effects proving curative,
may serve to illnstrate the doctrine which they maintain to
be the only true one.

They assert that white hellebore has cured patients attacked
with violent cholera, and yet it cansed a disease similar to
cholera, when exhibited. In a disease attended with great
sweating, which occurred in England, called the ¢sweating
sickness,” it was treated successfully only by the use of
sudorifics. Purgatives will cure the dysentery; tobacco oc-
casions nausea and giddiness, and relieves the same; senna
oceasions colie, and is one of the remedies for this discase;
ipecacuanha cures dysentery and asthma, becanse it pro-
duces hemorrhage and asthma; belladonna canses a sense of
choking and horror of liquids, with fixed and sparkling
eyes, and propensity to bite attendants—in short, a disease
having the semblance of hydrophobia, which it is said this
agent has cured. Opium relieves lethargy and stupor by
converting it into natural sleep, and the same agent is a cure
for constipation. The vaccine disease protects from small-
pox upon the same principle. Cold, either in the form of
snow, cold water, or some freezing mixture, is found to be
the best application to frost-bitten parts. Inscalds or burns,
relief is obtained by exposing the part to /eaf, or by the
application of heated spirits of wine, or oil of turpentine.
We can not better illustrate Hahnemann’s views of the
action of remedies, than by giving the language of Pereira.
“The medicine sets up in the suffering part of the organism
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an artificial but somewhat stronger disease, which, on ac-
count of its great similarity and preponderating influence,
takes the place of the former, and the organism from that
time forth is affected only by the artificial complaint. This,
from the minute dose of the medicine used, soon subsides
and leaves the patient altogether free from disease; that
is to say, permanently cured.”

Hahnemann conceives that the secondary effects of medi-
cines are always injurious, therefore he recommends that no
more be given than is absolutely necessary to cure the dis-
ease. Proceeding upon this principle, he has reduced the
~ doses of medicines to such a minute state of division, that
in many cases no human intellect is capable of appreciating
the slightest influence from their administration. Many of
them, when exhibited in full or ordinary doses, produnce
- effects scarcely appreciable, and when reduced to the mil-
lionth, quintillionth, or even decillionth part of a grain or
drop (the usnal dose being large, say one or two drachms of
the powdered article, or sixty drops of the tineture), how
they then ean exert any controlling influence over a discase
that is grave, if they do so, as is asserted, is a mystery inca-
pable of being solved by finite minds. To give credence to
such a doctrine requires a stretch of imagination that we
imagine few possess.

The method of obtaining these minute doses consists in
reducing the solid to a powder, and mixing one grain of it
with ninety-nine grains of sugar of milk—this is called the
first attenuation ; the second attenuation is obtained by mix-
ing one grain of the first attenuation with ninety-nine grains
of sugar of milk; and the third by mixing one grain of the
second with the same quantity of sugar of milk, as before.
In this way Hahnemann proceeds to the thirtieth altenuation.
Alcohol is the diluent of liguid medicines, and the attenua-
tions are obtained in the same manner—that is, by mixing
one drop of the mother tincture or liquid with ninety-nine
drops of water, and in this manner continuing the dilutions
up to thirty, as in the case of solid substances.

The annexed table shows the strength of the different
attenuations:

First attenuation,—one hundredth part of a grain,
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Second attenuation,—one thousandth part of a grain.

Third 5 “ millionth “ 4
Sixth i “ Dbillionth L 4
Ninth g ¢ trillionth s L
Tweltth e “ guadrillionth ¢ 4§
Fiftcenth L “ guintillionth ¢« “
Eiglteenth % “ gextillionth %
Twenty-first ¢ “ geptillionth  « &
Twenty-fourth “ octillionth ¢ ¢
'Twenty-seventh “ nonillionth ¢ “
Thirtieth 4 “ decillionth  « L

'Che minuteress of the dose is earried to the same extreme,
as scen by the following table, as presented by Pereira:
Charcoal, onc or two deciliionths of a grain.

Chamenile, twe quadrillionths i -
Nutmeg, two millionths He g€
Tartar emetic, two billionths L “
Opium, two decillionths @ “

Arsenious acid, one or two deciliionths of a gr.
Ipecacuanha, two or three millionths of a gr.

In modern homeopathy the decimal is used in the place of
the centessimal.  Thus a first trituration would be one of the
remedy to nine of sugar of milk; the second one of the first
to nine more of the sugar ; the third one of the second to nine
of the sugar, and so on. Dilutions are made in the same pro-
portions wifhout reference to shakes, and thirty one-ounce bot-
tles, with thirty ouncesof aleohol, would be sufficient to carry
one drop of a remedy to the thirtieth dilution ; and a thousand
bottles and a thousand ounces of alcohol would earry it to the
one-thousandth, which they mark M. Inereasing the potency
of a medicine by trituration or shaking, is now generally aban-
doned.

Such are the doctrines, and such an outline of this far-
famed system of infinitesimal practice.

The principal facts urged against the doctrine, may be
embraced under four heads :

1st. Many of our most certain and valuable medicines do
not act homeopathically ; sulphur does not produce scabies,
nor does cinchona, or any of its preparations, give rise to
intermittent fever; and yet these agents are used with great
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certainty for the removal of the diseases named, and no one
questions their utility. Andral took quinmia without con-
tracting intermittent,—and who has seen that discase, or one
similar to it, follow the use of cinchona? We have often
employed it, without ever witnessing such results. It may be
urged, however, that the diseased state which previously
existed, precluded the development of that discase. Nor
have we ever seen scabies follow the use of sulphur; but,
perhaps, the homeopathist might say the existence of
previous morbid state acted as a barrier to its oceurrence.
Acids and vegetable diet cure the scurvy, but they never
produce a disease analogous to it.

2d. Pereira asserts that many homeopathic remedies wouldl
increase the original disease, as acrids in gastritis, canthar-
ides in mnephritis or eystitis, or mercury in spountancous
salivation,

3d. The doses in which these agents are exhibited, are so
exceedingly small, that it is difficult to believe they pro-
duce any eftect on the system, and therefore we would sup-
pose that the reputed homeopathic cures are clearly refera-
ble to a natural and spontaneous effort of the system, aided,
perhaps, by strict attention to diet and regimen.

4th. Homeopathia has been put to the test in numerous
cases, without the least perceptible improvement or change
in the nature of the disease, and this under the immediate
inspection of some of the most eminent members of that
system of practice. ¢ Andral tried it in 130 or 140 patients,
in the presence of the homeopathists themselves, adopting
every requisite care and precaution, yet in no one instance
was he successful.” Recently it has been put to the test, in
some of the European hospitals, in a large number of cases;
a given number of cases being treated lmnmnlﬂthmal]y, and
the same number of cases {all hcmg similar) being left to the
unaided efforts of the system,—regimen and dictetic rules
alone being enjoined,—and the results were not very dis-
gimilar in the two classes of cases.

If these be facts, the attenuated system of practice adopted
by Dr. Ilahnemann, can not be one upon which the practi-
tioner of medicine can place reliance with any degree of
confidence in diseases of a formidable character.
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Whethier we regard the homeopathic system of practice
as wholly negative in its effects, or as positively curative, it
matters not, so far as its merit 1s concerned. That it pos-
sesses nmerit, we do not feel at liberty to deny; but whether
of a positive or negative character, is a question about whicly
"there is much dispute. So far as the rules of dietetics, as
enjoined by homeopathists upon their patients are concerned,
we have never seen any that surpassed, if, indeed, equaled,
those which they have adopted. And =o far, all will admit
that their system of medication is positively useful and cura-
tive; and may we not inquire, is not much of the success
which they claim for their practice, to be fairly and justly
ascribed to this cause? Does not that rigid regimen, that
serupulous avoidanee of every article of diet of an oppres-
sive or indigestible character, leave nature free to act, and
does 1t not invite her to assert her own prerogative '—does
it not leave the vis vite, the vis medicatric nature unoppress-
ed, unobstructed, and independent, by which her powers
rally, and she throws oftf disease, and abnormal action is
arrested ? May we not reasonably account for many cures in
this way ? We think it is not unreasonable to award much
credit to this system of practice, upon the grounds above
named. Then if it be not regarded as positively curative in
this respect, so far as a system of medieation is concerned,
yet it 1s important for the reason that it leaves nature free to
act and rid herself of disease, and is, therefore, to he regard-
ed as a highly valuable mode of negative medication. Do we
not daily see febrile and inflammatory diseases relieved in
this way. without a particle of medicine; every one of com-
mon observation knows this to be an indisputable fact. How
often do we see many of the most obstinate diseases relieved
by the unaided efforts of the system. We have often secen
patients recover, who we believed to be dangerously ill, but
who, from an aversion to drugs, a fear of poisonous agents,
penuriousness, or some other cause, did nothing of an active
character. Then may we not truly say, nature is all-power-
ful in throwing off disease. If, then, nature effectually
eradicates a vast number of diseases, and those that bafile
the skill of the most experienced physicians, even when
called at an early hour in their course, and aided by the best
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of care, may we not reasonably conclude that recoveries
would be very numerous if no physician of any kind was
called, and no medicine administered. !

May we not reasonably and justly conclude, from what
has been just stated, that the affenualed form of medication
— the infinitesimal doses, often receive credit when none .
should be awarded te it; that their influence is imaginary,
and not real; that they exercise no positive curative agenecy
in many, perhaps not in any ease in which they are admin-
istered, but in which it is aseribed to them ; that their effects
are negative, and that the powerful influences, benefits and
advantages, claimed to follow from the exhibition of the
millionth or decillionth part of a grain of charcoal, common
salt, or of silex, or sand (and all other agents when admin-
istered in a form so attenuated), and carried out according
to the doctrines of Hauhnemann, are but an imposition on the
credulity of the people, which must be apparent to any one
who investigates the subject. Does it not seem to be practic-
ing upon the expectant plan wholly? Does it not seem to be
a mere placebo—the bread-pills, or eolored-water exhibited in a
new form. To believe that a dose of the most simple agent,
so minute that it is entirely beyond the conception of the
human mind, exercises such a powerful control over the
human system when in a state of disease, requires an imagin-
ation so acnte (it seems to us) as it falls to the lot of but few
mortals to possess. As well may we imagine that the mil-
lionth or decillionth part of a grain of our daily sustenance,
taken three times a day, will be sufficient to sustain life;
that it will support the wants of the animal economy, and
maintain all the varied processes of secretion, exeretion and
innervation, as that a similar amount of salt, charcoal, ete.,
will effect great sanative changes upon the human body
- when in a state of disease.

Although we can not repose confidence in the Hahneman-
nian system of medication as a whole,—as a positively curative
system,—but must regard it as a negative one, yet we are fully
satisfied it will be of great good to the medical profession,
and to mankind generally. We have long since been fully
persuaded that too much medicine was used—that the patient
was too frequently and too largely dosed with drastic, corro-
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give, or poisonous drugs, without any definite object or well-
defined reason in view on the part of the physician. Less
medicine will be found to be to the advantage ot patients,
and physicians will learn from the homeopathic system to
administer it in smaller quantities, to give it less frequently
and with a definite object in view, and above all, to repose
more confidence in the recuperative powers of the system, when
untrammeled by the use of nauseous, and often oppressive
and disease-creating drugs. In this light we view homeop-
athy as positively advantageous, and as calculated to bring
about, or aid in bringing about an important reform in the
practice of the healing art.

We regard the principle of « Similia Similibus Curantur,”
as laid down by Hahnemann in the administration of medi-
cine, as true in some cases, but not as being an infallible or
invariable rule, by which the physician is to be governed in
all cases. Disease was treated upon this prineiple long before
the day of Hahnemann; but when disease iz treated in
accordance with this axiom, the remedy, in order to prove
effectual, is best given in sensible doses.

ALLOPATHIA.

The allopathic or heteropathic method of cure is based
upon the exhibition of remedies which produce phenomena
neither similar to, nor exactly opposite to those of the disease.
It consists in curing disease upon the axiom * Contraria Con-
trariis Curantur.”

By this mode, a cure is eftected by counter-irritation or antag-
onism ; in other words, by establishing an artificial or second-
ary disease that ghall displace the primary one. This practice
is based upon the influence which one disease is known to
exert over another; as, for instance, the supervention of
diarrhea during the progress of some other disease, with a
subsidence of the original disease, apparently the result of
the diarrhea. Oececurrences of this kind undoubtedly first
prompted the use of agents producing alvine evacuations in
similar cases. Cutaneous ecruptions sometimes appear and
are soon followed by the disappearance of an internal disease
existing at the same time; and the disappearance of the
eruption is often followed by some internal disorder. These

(5]






































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































