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PHYSIOLOGICAL AND PATHOLOGICAL ACTION, 23

does not act upon metabolism in health as it does in fever if it has
a direct action on tissue-metamorphosis. Possibly in Gottlieb’s
experiments it was not absorbed to any great extent.

Now, as to the action of the antipyretics upon tissues—if they
acted directly, they would act in health as in fever upon the blood,
In large doses they cause changes in the hwemoglobin, but the same
results ensue with doses where no changes in the blood are discover-
able. They also interfere with the oxygenation of the blood, but for
reasons above mentioned this would not suffice to explain their
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Fig. 5.

aetion upon temperature., As to nitrogen-elimination, the most care-
ful experimental results are diametrically opposed to each other,
some showing an increase, others a decrease. DBoth statements are
probably true, for my calorimetric experiments show that when
antipyretics are give to an animal, and the heat production, heat dis-
sipation and temperature are studied for some hours before and
after the drug, it is found that the depression of temperature is often
accompanied by a temporary decrease of heat production, but this
decrement of heat production has no necessary relation to the fall
of temperature, for I have often seen the temperature fall (Fig. 5),
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