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Organization of Town Government.
B} 5 C—

THE earliest administration of the affairs of the town
of Boston, was by the Governour and Assistants of the
Colony, as appears by the oldest records. Itis diffieult
Lo ascertain the exact period when a dislinct municipal
government was established. The first record on the
subject is in 1634, when ¢ Richard Bellingham, Esq.
“ and J. Cogan, merchant, were chosen in the place of
¢ Giles Frimin, deceased, and Robert Hardinge, now
¢ in Virginia, to make up the number to manage the
¢ affairs of the town,” ''his body was twelve in num-
ber, and chosen semi annually. 'They were called
Overseers until the year 1645—when they are first de-
nominated Selectmen on the lown records.

By a law passed in 1670, among the ancient colony
charlers and laws, power was given to the inhabitanis
of towns ‘to choose yearly, or for a less lime, a eon-
 venient number of fit men {o order the planting and
¢ prudential affairs of their town, according to instruc-
“ {jon given them in writing ; provided the number be
‘“ not above nine.”

Under the powers derived from this law, which were
confirmed and rendcred permanent by the Legislature
in 1766— the inhakilants assemble in fown-meeling an-
nually, on the 2d IMonday of March, and give their
voles for :

TOWN CLERK,

9 SELECTMEN. |
12 OVERSEERS OF THE POOR. 5
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12 MEMBERS OF A SCHOOL COMMITTEE.

3 AUDITOURS OF ACCOUNTS.
24 FIREWARDS.
20 SURVEYORS OF LUMBER.

4 CULLERSOF HOOPS AND STAVES,
10 CULLERS OF DRY FiSH.

FENCE VIEWERS.
HOGREEVES AND HAYWARDS.
SURVEYORS OF HEMP.
SURVEYORS OF WHEAT.
ASSAY MASTERS,

3 INSPECTORS OF LIME.

The Selectmen and twelve others chosen on the
School Commiftee, are empowered to carry the system
of edueation adopted by the Town, into operation: and
are authorized and empowered conjunclly to manage
and regulate the government of the Schools, and to ex-
ccute all the powers relative to the Schools and School
Masters which the Selectmen, or such Committees, are
authorized by the laws of this Commonwealth, or by
voies of the T'own, to exercise.

The Selectmen, Overseers of the Poor, and Board
of Health, were constiiuted by the Town in 1812, a
Commiitee of Finance to superintend the adminisira-
fion of the monied concerns of the Town, by the fol.
lowing vote :

it skall be the duty of this. Committee, and they are
Tereby empowered, by Sub-commitiees, or otherwise, {o
consult with the Treasurer on the form and manner in
which the books of his office shall be kept ; to altend
to the collection of faxes ; and to the discharge of the
Collector and his Deputies ; and to advise the Aszes-
sors relative to abatements.

And it shall be the duty of said Committee, in con-
junction with the Treasurer, to prepare a clear and
well defined statement of the Treasury, and of the meon-
ied concerns of the town ; to be handed te the Audi.
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fors of Accounts for their inspeection, and to bhe at their
disposal ; io be laid before the Town at the annual
meefing in May.

The Selectmen, Overseers of the Poor, and Board of
Health, were empowered by a law of the Commons.
wealth, in 1813, to assemble annually in Convention,
in the month of June or July, to appoint some suitable
person or persons as Town T'reasurer and Collector or

Collectors of Taxes.
By the laws authorising the Town of Boston, to

ehoose a Board of Health, the inhabitants are directed
to meet in their respective wards, on the first Wednes-
day in April, annually, to choose one person in each of
the wards, a member of the Board of Healih for the
year ensuing such choiee. At the same time they also
elect two persons as Assistant Assessors in each ward,
and the board of Assistant Assessors appoint three
permanent Assessors [or the year.

The Selectmen have the appointment of the follow-
ing officers.

Superintendant of Police and Assistants,

Constables and T'ythingmen.

Clerk of the Market,

Hay Weigher. :

Weighers and Sealers of Boafs and Lighters.

Sealer of Weights and Measures.

Engine Men.

Captain, Constables, and members of the Town

Wﬂtﬁllr
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BY-LAWS, &c.

e =

AW TO PREVENT NUISANCES IN THE
STREETS, PASSED MAY 224, 180 .

No person to dig or break up the streets.

J 71 is hereby ordered, That no person shall

break or dig up the stones or the ground
in any of the streets, lanes, alleys or other
public highways or places in this town, for
the laying or repairing of any drain, or for,
or upon any occaston whatever, without the
leave or license of the Selectmen, in writing,
signed by them, or some person authorized
by them for that purpose, first had and ob-
tamed, on pam of forfeiting Four Dollars {or
every oflence.

And whosoever shall, by virtue of such
leave or license, or otherwise, break up the
pavement, or dig, or cause to be broken up
or dug any part of the pavement, or any of
the ground or any street, lane, alley, or oth-
er public highway or place i this town,
shall, within such time as the Selectmen
shall grant or order, after the same 1s brok-
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en or dug up, cause the same to be suffic-
iently repaired and amended to the satisfac-
tion of the Selectmen, on pam of forfeiting
the sum of Four Dollars, and also the sum
of Four Dollars for each and every week,
until the same, by him, her or them, or by
his, her, or their order, and at his, her or
their cost and expense, be properly and du-
ly amended and repaired as aforesaid.

Fences to drains and openings in streeis re-
quired.

And it is further ordered, That when any
dram shall be opened or laid, and the dirt
or. rubbish therefrom shall be laid m any
street, lane, alley, or other public highway
or place in this town, the person or persons
opening or laying the same, shall cause a
rail or other sufiicient fence to be fixed as
to inclose such dramn, and the dirt and rub-
bish thrown into the sireet as aforesaid ;
and such fence shall be continued during
the whole time such drain shall be open or
be laying or cleansing. And a lighted lan-
tern or other good light shall be fixed to
some part of such fence, or to a leE, or
some other proper elevation over such open
drain, and the d}i)rt accruing therefrom, from
the dusk m the evening, and shall be contin-
ued lighted until midnight, every evening or

night auring the whole time such drain shall

lay open, or be laying or repairing ; under
the penalty that the person or persons, at
whose cost, or by whose direction, the same
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shall be opened, laid or repaired, shall for-
feit and pay the sum of Four Dollars for
any and every neglect herem.

Restrictions on persons erecling and repaiﬂ'ﬂg
6-uz'f'ding3.
And it is hereby ordered, That when, and

as often as any person or persons shall mean
and mtend to ereet any building upon his, her
or their land abuttmg upon any of the
strects, lanes, alleys, or other public high-
ways or places in this town, or mean or in-
tend to repair any building so abutting, the
Selectmen, by themselves or by any person
empowered by them, may set off or allot,
which they are hereby directed and em-
powered to do, such part or portion of the
street or other public ];ighwa}f or place gda
joming thereto, as they in their discretion
shall think necessary and sufficient for the
purpose, observing nevertheless to do the
same with as small detriment as possible,
and so as toleave in all parts, where 1t can
be done, suflicient room for all carts and car-
riages to pass notwithstanding. And the
part or portion set off or so allotted shall be
used for laying all the materials for any such
building or repairing, and for receiving the
rubbish arising therefrom. And all the rub-
bish arising therefrom or thereby, shall be
fully and entirely removed and carried a-
way, at the expense of the person or per-
sons so building or repairing, and which s 1alk
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be done in such convenient time as such Se-
lectmen shall, for that purpese, limit and
appoint. And whoever shall offend, erther
In laymg any materials, for the purposes a-
foresaid, or either of them, m any of the
streets, or other of the public highways or
places m this town, or m neglecting to re-
move such rubbish, shall severally and re-
spectively forfeit and pay, for every partic-
ular and respective offence, the sum of Four
Dollars respectively, and also Four Dollars
weekly for every week any such materials or
ribbish shall remain, or be permitted to con-
tinue beyond the time by such Selectmen al-
iowed and appomted for removing the
same.

And to the intent that all the streets and
other highways, and public places in the
town may be kept hereafter as clean and
free from dirt and filth as possible

It is hereby ordered, That no person shall
hercafter carry, cart or throw, or cause to
be carried, carted or thrown, into any of the
streets, lanes, alleys or other public places
in this town, any dust, dirt, dung, soot, gar-
bage, carrion, shreds, shavings, filth, secil
oyster shells or rubbish (ether than in man-
ner directed from time to time by the Se-
lectmen, or the Board of Health) or any
offals, or any kind of thing made and accu-
mulated, or being in any of their repective
houses, out-houses, barns, stables, shops or
yards, or in any of the dependencies there-
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of, or appurtenances thereto, any or either
of them, upon pain of forfeiting and paying
for every offence the sum of One Dollar.
And mn case any person or persons so offend-
ing, shall refuse or neglect to remove such
matter or thing before enumerated,in twelve
hours after notice given to hun, her or them
so to remove the same, the said person or
persons, shall be subject to a new penalty

of Two Dollars for every such offence.
Snow and Ice not fo be heaped in the Streets.

1t 1s hereby ordered, That no person or
persons whatever, hereafter shall carry,
cart,throw or lay, or cause to be carried, cart-
ed, thrown orlaid, any large body or bedies of
ice, or any pile or heap of snow, in any of
the streets, lanes or alleys of this town; but
wherever the same 1s, or shall be carried out
from any yard or other place respectively,
he, she or they carrying the same, or caus-
ing the same to be so carried out, shall break
or cause to be broken into small pieces, and
evenly spread upon the street, lane or alley,
respectively, all such ice ; and in like man-
ner shall spread or cause to be spread, all
such snow carried out as aforesaid ; and
every person offending herein, shall forfeit
and pay the sum of Zwo Dollars for every
offence.

Oystermen regulated.

And it is hereby further ordered, That no
oysterman shall hereafter throw, cast orlay
any oyster shells in any of the streets, lanes,
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alleys or other public places in this town,
under the penalty of forfeiting and paying
the sum of Twe Dollars for every breach
of this order. But when he shall open any
oysters In any street, lane, alley or other
public places m this town, every such oys-
terman shall put the shells into his bag,
wheelbarrow or other vehicle, and carry
them to such place or places in this town,
as the Selectmen shall appoint for laying
and piling up oyster-shells, which they are
hereby directed to appoint and appropriate
for that purpose.

Wood not to be left in the Streets.

It is hereby ordered, That no person or
persons shall suffer or permit any cord weed
or other fire wood, by him, her or them
purchased, contracted for, or ordered, unnec-
essarily to be, lay or remam in any of the
streets, lanes, alleys or other public p]aces
or hichways in this town, after dark m the
evemug, under the penalty of Threc Dollars
for each offence. ~INor shall any greater
quantity than two loads of such wcod be per-
mitted on any pretence fo lay or continue m
any street, lane or other public highway or
place in this town aiter dark, and then not
without a sufficient light kept or placed over
or near the same until twelve o'clock at
mght, so as to give sufificient notice to all
the inhabitants, and thereby prevent mjury
to all persons passing and repassing, under
the penalty that the proprietor or person
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1o whom such wood shall belong, shall for-
feit and pay the sum of One Dollar for cach
load so [Raced. Nor shall any such person
or persons suffer or permit any such wood,
at any time, by day or by mght, to lay or re-
main in any street, lane, alley or other pub-
lic hichway or place in this town, so as to
shut up or unnecessarily obstruct the same,
under the penalty of Two Dollars for every
offence.

——
BY-LAW PASSED MAY 21, 1814.

- It ts hereby ordered, That no person shall
hereafter sawany fire wood, or pile the same
upon the foot walks of any of the streets or
lanes of this town ; and that no person shall
stand on any such foot walk with wood saw,
or horse, to the hindrance or obstruction of
any foot passenger, under a penalty of Oune
Dollar for each and every of said offences.

And it is hereby ordered, That no person
shall throw or cause to be thrown, any snow
from the top of any house nto the street,
after the hour of nine o’clock, mn the fore-
noon ; and every person who shall throw or
cause to be thrown, any snow {rom the reof
of any building, shall have the same remov-
ed from the foot walk on which it may fall,
and spread evenly in the street.  And eve-
ry person who shall offend in either of these
respects, shall forfeit and pay the sum of

Two Dollars for each and every offence.
2
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LAW TO BREGULATE THE CONDUCT OF
PERSONs IN THE STREETS—PASSED
MAY 22d, 1801. :
Foot-ball, throwing of stones and snow-balls for-
bidden.

JT is hereby ordered, That whosoever shall,
at any time hereafter, use the exercise of
playing or kicking of foot-ball, or shall be
guiity of throwing of stones or snow-balls,
within any of the sireets, lanes or alleys of
this town, shall forfeit and pay the sum of
fifty Cents for every offence, to be paid by
each offender respectively ; which fine or
senalty shall be paid, where any offender
}:uerein shall happen to be under age, by the
parent or guardian of any such offender.

Gam{ng forbidden.

And it ts_further ordered, That no person
or persons shall presume to game or play,
ior any money or other thing, at any sort of
game, with dice, cards, pawpaws, coppers,
cents or half-pence or with any other coin
or thing whatever, in any of the streets,
lanes, alleys, or in any of the market places,
or any of the wharves of this town, on pain

of forfeiting for each and every offence the
sum of Fifty Cents.

Firing of guns forbidden.

It 1s hereby ordered, That no person shall
fire or discharge any gun or pistol from any
top of any house, or mn any of the streets,
wharves, lanes, alleys, yards, pastures, gar-
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dens or other inclosures, or from the com-
mons or hills in any part of this town, loaded
with ball or shot, or powder only, unless in
the just and legal defence of himself, some
ene or more of his family, or of his or her
goods or ‘]J“.rmpert}f, unlawfully attacked, ov
attempted to be mjured, taken awa]y or de-
stroyed, under pain of forfeiting and paying
the sum of Thwo Dellars for every offence.
Fire-works jforbidden.

It is hercby ordered, That no person or
persons shall throw or set on fire any squibs,
serpents, rockets, or other fire-works within
any of the streets, lanes or alleys of this
town, or upon cr from aiy house within the
same, or on any wharf, without leave first
obtained from the Selecimen; under the
penalty of Fowr Dollurs for every offence.

gl o Pl

BY-LAW AGAINST COASTING ON SLEDS
IN THE STREETSE—MARCH, 1813.

J 7 is hereby ordered, That whosoever shall

at any time hereafter exercise the dan-
gerous practice of Coursing, or Coasting on
sleds 1 any of the streets of this town, shall
forfeit and pay the sum of Two Pollars for
every offence, to be paid by each offender
respectively ; which fine or penalty shall be
paid, where any offender herein shall hap-

en to be under age, by the parent or guar-

Eiau of any such offencer.
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LAW TO PREVENT BRICK AND LIME-
KILNS, &c.—PASSED MAY 22d, 1801,

IT is herchy ordered, That no person or

persons from henceforth shall erect, make
or fire, or cause to be erected, made or fir-
ed, within any part of this town, any Brick-
kiln, or Lime-kiln, or any furnace for the
melting of iron or cther metals ; but insuch
places as the Firewards shall, by their h-
cense, in writing, allow and approve of for
such purpose, on pain of forfeiting and pay-
g the sum of Frve Dollars for each and
every week the same shall continue.

And no cooper or coopers i this town,
shall fire or burn any cask mn any shop,
ware-house or other place. than in a suflicient

brick or stone chimney, made convenient for
that use, on pain of forfeiting and paying the
sum of Two Dollars for every offence.

Fire not to be made in the open ari.

It is hereby ordered, That whosoever shall
kindle or make any fire, open or abroad,
within two rods of any wooden house, ware-
house, wood pile, or any other combustible
matter subject to take fire (except in ship-
carpenter’s building-yards, and set work
cooper’s works, a careful person standimg by
to watch the same) shall forfeit and pay the
sum of Two Dollars for every offence.

Provided also, That this order shall not
be undersiood, or intended, to debar or hin-
der any tradesman or others, from kindling
charcoal in a pot or pan out of doors, nigh

































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































