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VITAL MAGNETIC CURE.

INTRODUCTORY.

Frou the remotest period of human history the pow-
er of mind over mind, and mind over matter has been
known. In all ages it has to some extent, and in some
form been illustrated ; and there have descended to us
in legitimate annals or traditional story, occasional
glimpses or more complete accounts of its application
in the treatment of disease, followed by the most mar-
vellous results. With only the light of a materialistic
philosophy to guide, the statements could not be re-
garded otherwise than marvellous, if not deemed ab-
solutely incredible. Substantiated by competent and
reliable testimony, yet contrary to general experience,
and in opposition to known physical laws, they could
only be explained by a belief in miracle. But since the
boundaries of natural science have been vastly enlarged,
it has come to be understood that such phenomena are
neither unnatural, supernatural nor miraculous. Al-
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thougn at certain epochs their manifestation has been
confined to a few persons, or known only in isolated
instances, the extent to which they have been observed
thus fluctuating from time to time, they have in latter
years rapidly increased, so that in our day they are of
Nno UNcOomImoOn occurrence.

The Biblical history contains, both in the Old and New
Testaments, numerous accounts of the cure of disease,
or “healing” as it was termed, by the “laying on of
hands.” In the Apostolic times they were at first de-
nied, for what could there be of value in the simple pro-
cess of manipulation, capable of producing such results ?
Yet the statements were made with all the assurance of
positive and undeniable fact. Positive testimony given
by living witnesses, according to the record, proved the
assertions to be true. Since the facts could no longer
be denied, the motives of Jesus and his {followers were
impugned ; and it was declared that the casting out of
demons was accomplished only because Jesus was in
league with the Prince of them. “Ile hath a devil.”
Thus also is it now, when a new fact or phenomenon
occurs which is not readily understood, nor explainable
in accordance with previous educational prejudices. An
attempt is made to deny the facts. When the testimo-
ny is so strong and so easily accessible, that it would
become mere stupid idiocy to reiterate their denial, the
cry is “humbug,” and no matter how good the deed, it
is done through the instigation of the devil. DBut think-
ing men and women refuse to be satisfied with such a
solution of a scientific problem. When a fact is self-
evident, or established by reasonable testimony, they
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must receive it as a truth, upon its own merits; and
truth is too precious to be cast aside, because they can-
not always on the instant explain it. The study of a
phenomenon will some time or other be rewarded by an
understanding knowledge, and for this the honest and
earnest student of nature can patiently wait.

The phenomena adverted to have been observed at
different times and in different countries. Observers
have experimented independently, and reached conclu-
gions which in the main have been uniform. They have
been brought before the world under different names,
as Mesmerism, Animal Magnetism, Human Magnet-
ism, Vital Magnetism, Psychological Power, Spiritual
Influence &e. It has been reserved for later times to
see the rapid spread of this curative power, and the
general diffusion of knowledge concerning it.

It is a matter of common observation that some prac-
titioners of the healing art have always been more suc-
cessful than others, with no apparent advantage however
at the outset, in acuteness of intellect, diligence of ap-
plication to study, eflicient culture, or extent of experi-
ence. It has generally been attributed to superior
judgment, nothing having been credited to intuitional
perception or psychometry : but the true reason of this
difference is now beginning to be understood.

The treatises on Animal Magnetism have been com-
plete, so far as relates to the control which one 22/ can
exercise over another ; and the insensibility to pain du-
ring surgical operations, induced by the mesmeric pro-
cess. The psychologic power has been fully and ably
set forth in an admirable treatise entitled “Mental Cure”
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by W. F. Evans, recently published, which we cordial
ly recommend to our readers.

The present treatise is based upon the author’s obser-
vation and experience in the use of Vital Magnetism.
It is intended to show the similarity, and the frequent
identity of the gift of healing by the “laying on of hands ”
as described in the records of biblical history in former
times, with events that are transpiring in the nineteenth
century in our midst ; and the harmony of the operation
of the law which governed the ancient, with that which
governs the modern phenomena. The process is a nat-
ural one, the present manifestations corroborating those
of the olden times. It contains all the cases recorded
in the New Testament, and many of those in the Old.
Coming down nearer to our own time, a historical ac-
count is given of the experiments of Mesmer, Animal
Magnetism as practised in the middle ages, the Re-
port of the Commissioners appointed by the French
Government, the opinions of many distinguished per-
sons on the subject, a statement of occurrences taking
place in the present generation, and the mode of apply=-
ing Vital or Spirit Magnetism for the purpose of eradi-
cating disease.

The principles upon which this practice is based are
founded in truth, and have been so demonstrated to the
satisfaction of eritical investigators. The facts concern-
ing its curative power have been realized by millions of
persons in this and other countries within the last few
years. It is resorted to by constantly increasing num-
bers as rapidly as prejudice is made to give way ; and
there can be no doubt that as soon as the mass of man-
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kind are convinced of its utility, it will necessarily be
brought into general use.

It has already been recognized by prominent medical
men, who recommend it for its unquestionable efficien-
¢y. And among candid and philanthropic physicians,
whenever opportunity is afforded for comparing its
effects with the unavailing results of persistence in other
modes of practice, doubtless the use of drugs will be
gradually discarded, and the vital magnetic plan adopt-
ed. They will cultivate the latent power which they
possess, aided by their acquired learning to a better
understanding of the laws of life in Nature, and thus
become more and more useful in their vocation. It
will be only the lesser minds, of limited attainments,
whose bigotry and intolerance will bar the way to the
investigation of truth.

It has been observed that “In all Science—through-
out all Nature, the most invisible elements are the con-
trolling forces. The physician deals with nice care the
infinitessimal doses of the more subtle poisons, but the
chemist cannot weigh the morbific air, which laden with
fatal virus fells its thousands ; and while material quali-
ties are least controlling, and least to be feared, they
are also least to be loved. Though we may handle and
taste the crude forms of nature, we cannot fathom the
fine essentials as exhibited through and in the deep
mysterious fountains and reservoirs of the Infinite, cre-
ated and prepared for the development and ultimate
restoration and perfection of man. Thus in Medicine,
there are substances, which to measure, weigh or un-
derstand their chemical nature, will not fully poiut out
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their therapeutic relation to diseased conditions. Such
a substance or principle is Electricity or Magnet-
ism. Its effects have been ascertained and its remedial
powers partially known by experiments made when all
other means have failed. Physicians of all schools
have found that its place cannot be supplied in diseases
of the Nervous Organism. Many contend that Nerve
Force and Electro-Magnetism are identical, and that
in depressed vitality or paralyzed nerve force the defi-
ciency is actually made up ; others, that its results are
the effect of stimulation of nerve power. DBe that as it
may, its effect in relieving pain, removing paralysis and
allaying disturbances of the nervous system, has become
a settled fact in science, and this subtle agent is now
one of the sheet anchors of the Materia Medica.

“The grand curative effect of electricity has been
the result of application by ordinary Batteries, and in
many cases by those uneducated in its use, and as a
last resort when other means had failed, and vitality
was expended, yet here this potent agent has left its
signal mark and astonished by the material dose given.
If such results can be produced under such unfavorable
circumstances, when so little nerve force is left to act
upon, and that too with imperfect forms of DBatteries
and in unskilled hands, what will be the force and cu-
rative power of this principle, when the current can be
applied always with the same force to the entire surface
and brought into contact with every function, organ
and nerve ; when the gkilled hand of Almighty Power
sends it forth from the caverns of his own labaratory
" with no variableness or shadow of turning. ”
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We are further assured from a source of high intelli-
gence that “ The application of magnetism, properly,
not improperly, is destined to do away with all narcot-
ics as remedial agents. They are at present an abso-
lute necessity to human ignorance. But when ignorance
shall have given place to knowledge, the veriest child
will know how to use the magnetic powers with which
every human body is endowed. You all hold within
your grasp all the remedial agents that you have need
of, but you do not know how to use them. Disease
being an imponderable, it can best be treated by the
application of an imponderable. That all-powerful
force which you call magnetism, holds within itself the
power to harmonize all the forces of the human body—
to prevent disease. When disease, or inharmony,
which is the same, has found an abiding place in the
physical form, magnetism has the power to eradicate
it, to overcome it ; not only to subdue it, but to entire-
ly overcome it; but the time for these things is not
yet. You are standing, to-day, upon the threshold of
this new science. It has always been with you, but
because of its simplicity men and women have consid-
ered it of no account. Dut the time i1s fast speeding
when you will understand what disease is, and what is
its remedy. You will also know how to apply the
remedy. But you grow slowly, and you can grow no
faster than the earth grows. Were we to be endowed
this hour with infinite wisdom, it would be of small ac-
count to us, because we are not ready for it. We must
grow up to a condition fit to receive it, to use it well,
ere it can come to us. So humanity must suffer a
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while longer ere the angel of healing can come perfectly
to your conscious lives and teach you what you so earn-
estly desire to know in the present.”

By permission of the proprietors, we have in some
instances availed ourselves of valuable information up-
on psychological questions, contained in the Message
Department of the * Banner of Light,” communicated
through the instrumentality of Mrs. J. II. Conant.

In alluding to the diversity of magnetic endowment,
we have refrained from mentioning the names of par-
ticular Magnetizers and Clairvoyants, in order that we
might deal impartially with all. The treatise is in-
tended to benefit all, by making known what can be
accomplished by this remarkable power. = It is a book
for the skeptic and the honest inquirer, as well as these
classes ; and in fact for all who dare to think for them-
selves on these great living, vital truths. More might
be said on the subject, for it is inexhaustible. Others
should strive to improve upon our effort, giving to the
world their highest and best thoughts, and the teach-
ings of experience, leading to a correct understanding
of life, both in the material and spiritual realms of ex-
istence.
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THE GIFT OF HEALING.

Having been endowed with that peculiar power over
the elements of diseased action, known in the Apostolic
times as the “gift of healing,” by which the sick are
restored to health without the use of medicine; and
having had considerable experience in the treatment of
different forms of disease by its exercise, we have felt
it a duty to communicate to the public the results of
that experience. We have not been limited to person-
al experience, however, but in order to learn the value
and extent of this most important method of treatment,
have visited * healers” in all parts of the country, com-
paring the different phases of Vital Magnetism, and
the various methods of its employment. It is import-
ant that those who assume to exercise the functions of
magnetic physicians should be well informed in every
thing that pertains to their office, that they may know
what can be done by the vital magnetic force, and what
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is the limit of its application to the removal of disease,
and the restoration of the sick to health. The more
accurate is this knowledge, and the more extensively it
is diffused, the more general will be the disposition on
the part of invalids to seek its employment, and the
better will it be, not only for its practitioners, but for
all physicians and the public at large.

A variety of mechanical operations have been resort-
ed to, for the purpose of arousing the different organs
of the body to action, such as chafing, rubking and
pinching ; and progressive physicians have advised such
means, in the belief that their patients would be bene-
fited thereby. Many of them have discovered that
whatever of benefit has been thus derived, has depend-
ed more upon the magnetic power, electric force, or
spirit power possessed by the operator, than upon frie-
tion, or other merely mechanical action.

Doubtless much can be done by the process of rub- -
bing the patient, even if those who practice it are not
liberally supplied with magnetic or clectric force. IPa-
tients may benefit themselves also by that means, as
well as by daily kneading manipulations, in preventing
or warding off the approach of disease, and abating its
force when an attack has already commenced.

In magnetic treatment the necessity of exposure in
those physical examinations which are considered una-
voidable in ordinary practice is superceded. The mag-
netizer soon discovers, whether intuitively or otherwise,
the condition of the sufferer. Ile simply touches the
patient and perceives, as it were by a glance of the
eye, the condition of the blood’s circulation, whether
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the vital forces are depressed, or there is an unhealthy
fulness of habit, and deduces at once the need of elec-
tricity or magnetism, to bring about a state of equilib-
‘rium. The adaptation of the required force or power
is vastly more essential in removing disease than the
utterance of words, whether solemn or cheerful, which
some are in the habit of using. We have found, fur-
thermore, in the course of our investigations, that the
adaptation of forces consists more in quality than in
quantity. Thus delicate females in some instances can
perform cures that seem wonderful, upon patients who,
in their ordinary health, are much superior in muscular
strength, and whose temperament is positive: and in
the same way children have been known to be influen-
tial in performing cures upon grown persons.

In the application of animal magnetism, the general
rule is that the person who imparts the influence should
be healthy and vigorous; and it has been observed
that when employed by aged persons, whose physical
powers are declining, it is less powerful than when ex-
ercised by those of middle age. DBut in spirit magnet-
ism the case is different. Iere it matters little whether
the operator is old or young, strong and vigorous in
physical constitution, or comparatively feeble and deli-
cate. The curative element 1s mnot, in this case, de-
rived from the material body, but is imparted through
the operator’s organism, as the channel of transmission.
Some of the best healers are far from being large, ro-
bust or entirely healthy in themselves. Persons in the
animal plane of life’s development, although apparent-
ly abounding in physical force, have less power of en-
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durance in exercising the healing process, than those
much feebler than themselves, who possess however the
potent quality of spirit magnetism. In the former, al-
though magnetic, the power is derived mostly from the
human body ; in the latter it is received by and impart-
ed through the organism of the magnetizer: it is an
invisible, subtle power, without which but little good
can be accomplished in the way of curing the sick.

Notwithstanding the decided advantage possessed by
the physically feebler operators mentioned, by reason
of their defective physical condition being more than
compensated for by their receptivity, it seems to us
that the best condition for a magnetizer is to be physi-
cally strong, but with the material body spiritualized ;
and we do not doubt that all who have fully investi-
gated the subject will have arrived at the same con-
clusion.

We make no pretension to the attainment of all that
is to be learned concerning the operation of the law
which governs the invisible power ; nor will any think-
ing, reasonable person expect us to Le able to explain
unerringly why these things are so. As well might
it be expected that the finite mind should be able to
fully comprehend the infinite. Each individual will
understand the law more or less thoroughly, according
to the extent of his capacity and interior unfoldment.
Some get clearer views than others, by constant study
and observation, yet there can be found “none per
fect.” All should try to learn as much of life and its
laws as possible, that they may be enabled to avoid the
infraction of any natural law of their being, physical,
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moral or spiritual ; and escape the penaltics which in-
evitably follow transeression. |

The operution of the curative process we consider to
be a chemical one, carried on in a natural manner ;
that the cause of disease consists of a want of wital
Joree, and an inequality of the circulating fluids ; and
that if a given case of disease be curable at all, whether
it be internal or external, acute or chronie, it is eradi-
cated simply by . assisting nature, by a process which
increases the vitality, thereby giving new life and vigor
to the entire system of the patient. If a patient is
cold, and the bodily functions inactive, magnetism is
required ; on the other hand, if there is fever, and the
patient complains of a sensation of burning heat, elec-
tric force is needed. In both conditions it is the sur-
plus of one or other of these forces that creates disease,
in many instances ; and the vital forces are brought in-
to a state of equilibrium during the chemical change
that constitutes the cure. :

The magnetic and electric forces, so subtle in their
nature, and almost magical in their effects, differing as
we have said in quality, must differ also in their adap-
tation to the variety of cases to be treated, and it is
necessary therefore to be guided by some practical rule
in resorting to their use. DBut as healers differ in the
degree of power which is exercised through them, and
in the facility with which they severally employ it, no
rile can be adopted as to the number of passes neces-
sary to be made, nor the length of time to be employed
in each magnetic operation : such a rule cannot be fixed
and uniform. We have known a magnetizer to pro






































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































