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TO HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS

FREDERICK,

DUKE OF YORK AND ALBANY,

FIELD MARSHAL AND COMMANDER IN
CHIEF OF HIS MAJESTYSS FORCES.

Sir,

No surgical complaint, incident to
the soldier, has deprived his Ma-
jesty’s service of so many men as
that of ulcers on the legs; it is there-
fore a disease, the effects of which
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your Royal Highness, in consider-
ing the military resources of the
country, ‘thust always have seen
with regret:

From viewing the subject in this
Iight, I have presumed to lay before
your Royal Highness the following
pages; in which an attempt 1s made
to diminish an evil so destructive to
the effective strength of the ‘arniy.
I am the more encouraged ' to address
them to your Royal Highness, from
having experienced, while under
your Royal Highness’s 'command
upon the Continent, a ready com-
pliance with every arrangement that
was suggested for the relief of the
soldier, accompanied with an ear-
nest solicitude for his welfare.
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A great part of my experience on
this subject, 'has been acquired in
Military ‘hospitals, and I now com-
municate ‘my observations to the
Public, from a desire to be of use in
this the most-common and necessary
branch of Military Surgery.

The present work, I hope, will
not be considered as unworthy of
your Royal Highness’s protection,
the honourable sanction of whose
name will show, that whatever may
be its imperfections, the subject of
it has attracted the notice of your
Royal Highness, and therefore is
highly deserving of the considera-
tion of the General and F 1eld Of-
ficers of the Army.

The support it may receive from
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INTRODUCTION.

Wiien we consider the number of re-
cruits who are rejected, and the number
of well disciplined men who are dis-
charged from the army on account of
ulcers on the legs, it must appear to be
one of the most important duties of every
military surgeon, to pay particular atten-
tion to a complaint, which renders so
many men unfit to perform the duties of
soldiers.

It has been unpropitious to the im-
provement of the treatment of ulcers on
the legs, that they have been universally
admitted to be the most unmanageable
cases which become the objects of sur-
gery ; that they are cases in which the
most eminent surgeons are too often known
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the individual to the service, by inducing
other men, when dissatisiied, to make
similar attempts, which otherwise would
not have been suggested to their minds.
It is therefore adviseable, whenever there
is the smallest suspicion that any men
have hurt their legs from such motives, to
keep them in the regiment, even when
rendered unfit for duty.

If the idea that this disease is incurable,
prevails in a regiment, the soldiers will
be very ready to take advantage of such
an opinion ; and the surgeon who admits
of it, will not be induced to give cases of
this kind the degree of attention which is
necessary to perform a cure, or to detect
those men who are artfully counteracting
his endeavours.

As the difficulty in effecting a cure,
applies only to those ulcers which have
increased to a considerable size, or have
been long in a bad state ; there should be

a regulation in all regiments, that the
B2
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neglected both by themselves and the
surgeon. This is perfecﬂy well known to
be true ; and in many slight cases of dis-
ease may be productive of no material
harm ; but since it is generally allowed,
that ulcers on the leg are so little in the
power of the surgeon when they arrive at
a bad state, the commanding officers of
regiments should put it into orders, that
every man affected with such a complaint,
is to be placed immediately under the sole
management of the surgeon; that the evil
may be encountered in time, and the patients
have a chance of being recovered.

Men who have been cured, and return
to their duty, should be made to wear a
bandage and compress for some time, as
a support to the newly formed parts, and
a defence against accidental violence. A
piece of thin tea lead may be used with
advantage for this purpose.

If ulcers on the leg

o, when neglected,

are found in this country, to spread and
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are more liable to ulcers on the legs than
others. As his observations are curious,
they are laid before the reader.

Dr. Young observed, that in the 32d
regiment, there were 145 tall men, and
276 short men. That in the course of
four years 22 were discharged from those
of the first description, and only 23 from
the second, on account of ulcers on the
legs. The ulcers were of such a nature
as to be deemed incurable in that climate.
Some of the patients were obliged to un-
dergo amputation, to give them a chance
for their lives; others had so many of the
muscles and tendons injured as to render
them, ever after, unfit for service. The
principal cause why tall men are more sub-
ject to ulcers on the legs than short men,
Dr. Young conceived to be the length of
the column of blood in their veinss which,
by its pressure, renders the legs less able to
recover when hurt by any violence. He
observed, at the same time, that tall men




























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































