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CATARRH OF THE THROAT AND EAR. 165

neral health by means adapted to the case, such as would
occur to any enlightened practitioner, independently of any
knowledge of the local disease, such as tonics for the wealk,
alteratives and stomachics for the dyspeptic, and especially
the compound tincture of guaiacum when the t-:rnsi.ls are
inflamed.*

The local treatment, however, is not only of essential
importance, but the degree of progress towards recovery
will chiefly depend upon it.
~ First, it is of great moment to guard the practitioner
against the too common error that the Eustachian tubes in
this disease are considerably narrowed, and sometimes en-
tirely closed; the first impulse of the surgeon being in such
a case to respen them by passing the Eustachian catheter.

~ This, however, should never be done in the first instance;
it is apt to increase the inflammation, and to add to the
previous thickening of the lining membrane of the tube,
instead of rendering it more pervious. The view enter-
tained by many continental and English surgeons of pass-
-ing medicated fluids, vapours, &e., through the Eustachian
passage by means of the catheter, is far more frequently
talked of and described in books than accomplished, as is
proved by the frequent failures as the too general results
of such attempts. The atcnmpanymg wood-cut will show

. * Dr. Woodfall states *that guaiacum is a remedy of great value in
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