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find, is truly lamentable. Death, which
‘under such circumstances, must be far
‘preferable to life, rarely comes to put a
period to their sufferings, unless occasion-
ed by some incidental occurrence, before
the mind, debilitated by repeated parox-
ysms of the disease, sinks mto idiotism. .
“Where is the stoic, who.in contemplating
such a picture, could refrain from tearsr
Even the sullen apathy of the gloomy mis-
anthrope would, upon such an occasion,
forsake him! Still here is no exaggera-
tion ; that this is but t00 commonly the
effect of the disease, few will deny. I am
therefore free to confess, that, from de-
~scribing and recommending a medicine, |
which experience has, in a few instances, ';
proved to be sufficiently powerful to dis-
arm this hideous monster of all its terrors,
I derive the most genuine, heartfelt :a&'si{a-;-é

faction. {913
Epilepsy
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Epilepsy assails with equal virulence,
and '.eqlial frequency, both sexes; and
frequently robs the tender mother of her
darling child.

Some may apprehend, that I have un-
dertaken an arduous task, in endeavour-
ing to rescue from oblivion a plant, which,
in consequence of the prejudices excited
against it as an object of superstition, has
been long neglected. Any attempt, how-
ever, to prove before natural philoso-
phers in this enlightened age, why a for-
mer object of superstition should not now,
if possible, be turned to advantage, would
be alike to trespass upon their time, and
call in question their judgment.

The professed object of this essay is to
* persuade physicians to submit the Viscus
quercinus to the test of experiment. If I

B2 had
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had not tried it as far as the limited oppor-

tunities of an individual weuld admit; if
I had not found it eflicacious in Epilepsy, |

even beyond my most sanguine expecta-

tions, I would not now presume to offer

it as worthy of the wmost serious attention
of the faculty. ~But sinée I am confirmed
in my opinion of 'its utility upon the

—

[ o

Bl

.l-."

strongest fbundatlm phﬂanthr&py alone »

is sufficient to urge me to offer my mite,

towards the relief of this wretchéd, and | W
|
;; F'

unfortunate class of my fellow-creatures.

My design is therefore rather to intro-
duce this vegetable into general use, than
to enter into a minute discussion of the
theory of Epilepsy, because any thing
advanced upon this part of the subject
must be in a great measure hypothetical,
and, from the acknowledged difficulty of
the inquiry, most probably would net be

more



a,

more sitisfactory, than that given by far
more able men, who have travelled over
the same ground before. - If, however, at
any time, practical facts and observations

should unfortunately induce me to dissent
from the generally received, and most re-

spectable authority; I hope, I may be al-
lowed to explam my reasons without being
branded with the imputation of arrogance.

The obstinate nature of this disease is
so ‘well known, that any attempt to. ren-
der it less virulent, and more manageable,
far from requiring apology, seems entitled
to the most zealous co-operation of medi-
cal practitioners.

It must be evident from these premises,
that I have no wish to ebtrude my opi-
nion upon practitioners without suffering
them to try its validity. I come forward

| with
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with no dogma, which T am unwilling to
submit to the test of experiment: on “the :
contrary, my only desire is to induce them

to try the Viscus quercinus, which' from-
the acknowledged and well-known impo--, ¢
tency of all other medicines, there can’
surely be no reasonable objection to. Let

it be cnnsta!.ntly remembered, that I have
no favourite hypothesis to support;; no |
claim of originality to be cavilled at. If )
the Misletoe of the Oak be found suffi-
ciently powerful to merit, and gain the" |
confidence of physicians, as a friend to
suffering humanity, I shall certainly re--
joice; if, on the other hand, it be’
found wanting, I will relinquish my opi-
nion, although not without sorrow. But

I have a hope, which I flatter myself is
well founded, that its future success in
other hands will be found commensurate

with its past and present in mine.
The
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The necessity- of conducting these ex-. .
periments, upon an enlarged scale, and in
a judicious and . impartial manner, must
be obvious; and the observance of a most
scrupulous regard to accuracy, in the nar-
ration of-cases, equally- so.

TFor a trial of this remedy, I shall feel
particularly - obliged by the exertions of
Dr. Lettsom, Dr. James Sims, Dr. Cooke,
Dr. Willan, and Dr. Babington; whose
professional judgment is sound and ma-
ture ; whose avocations are such, as must
frequently afford them opportunities of
prescribing the Viscus quercinus; and
whose science and candor are equal.

I would also interest Dr. Hﬂ.ygar,th,- Dr.
Wall, and Dr. Bourne, in this inquiry;
their abilities are too conspicuous to ren-.
der any panegyric worthy of their accept-

ance,
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ance, and their deep classical erudition
is' 'such, as every scholar must fﬂel de~
light in pﬂ.ylng humag& to,

~In order to give this essay its proper
form, 1 will describe the disease, for the
cure of which this medicine is proposed;
comment upon the various remedies at
present employed in Epilepsy, and dnnex a.
botanical deseription of the Misletoe; with
the directions necessary to ba nbserved { F
in preparing it for use. - kas "

DEFINITION.

ArTER having consulted various au-
thors, who have written professedly on
Epilepsy, with the view of obtaining the
“most copious and satisfactory definition
of the disease, we give a decided prefer-

ence
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ence to Dr, Cullen, and shall therefore
describe tlie general form and character of
Epilepsy, in the professor’s own language.

‘“ Epilepsy may be defined,” says the
learned professor, ‘“as consisting in con-
“ yulsions of the greater part of the mus-
““cles of voluntary metion, attended with
‘““a loss of sense, and endiﬁg in a state of
‘“insensibility and seeming sleep. The
‘¢ general form, or principal circumstances
“ of this disease, are much the same in
‘“ all the different persons whom it affects.
“ It comes by fits, which often attack per-
““ sons seemingly in perfect health; and,
* after lasting for some time, pass off, and
““leave the persons again in their usual
*“ state. These fits are sometimes preceded
“ by certain symptoms, which, to persons
““who have before experienced such a fit,
‘“ may give notice of its approach, as we

‘“ shall
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““ shall hereafter explain; but even these
“ preludes do not commonly occur long-

‘ before the formal attack, which in most
““ cases comes on suddenly without any

“such warhing. = The person attacked
‘“ loses suddenly all sense, and power of
“ motion: 0 that, if standing, he falls
““ immediately, or perhaps with convul-
““ sions is thrown to the ground. . In that
‘“ situation he is agitated with violent con-
‘“ vulsions, variously moving his limbs and

‘“ the trunk of his body. Commonly the
“ limbs on one side of the body are more

“ violently, or more considerably agitated
‘““ than those upon the other. In all
“‘ cases, the muscles of the face and eyes
““are much affected, exhibiting various
‘““and violent distortions of the counte-
““nance. The tongue is often affected,
““ and thrust out of the mouth ; while the
““ muscles of the lower jaw are also af-

fected ;
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“fected; and shutting the mouth with
“wviolence while the tongue is thrust out
“ pétween the'teeth, that.it is often oriev-
“gusly woundéd. While' these convul-
‘““ sions continue, ‘there is commonly, at
‘““ the same time, a frothy moisture issu-
““ing"from the mouth. These convul-
‘““sions have for some time some remis-
“sions, but are suddenly again renewed
“with great violence. Generally, after
“no long time, the convulsions cease al-
““ together ; and the person for some time
“ remains without motion, but in a state
‘“ of absolute insensibility, and under the
‘“ appearance of a profound sleep. After
““ some continuation of this seeming sleep,
‘““the person sometimes suddenly, but
‘ for the most part by degrees only, re-
“ covers his senses, and power of mo-
¢ tion, but without any memory of what
“ had passed from his first being seized

| | ““ with
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‘““with the fit. During the convulsions,
¢ the pulse and respiration are hurried
“and irregular; but when the convul-
‘““ sions cease, they return to their usual
“ regularity, and healthy state,

This is the general form of the  dis-
ease ; and it varies only in different per-
sons, or on different occasions in the
same person by the phenomena men~
tioned, being more or less violent, or by
their being of longer or shorter duration.

- Various parts of the body have been
mentioned by different authors, as the

seat of Epilepsy; some of whom have

placed it in the cerebrum,® cerebel-
lum,

s Vid. Autor. Libr. pseudohipp. de morbo saeto.
Galen. de loc. affec. Lib. iii. eap. 7. |
Paul. Arginet, Lib. iii. cap. 13.

Carol. Piso de morb. a colluy: Seros. sect. ii. part
2. p. 145.
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There is perhaps no  disease: in No-
sology, the mature of which has been
more elaborately investigated, than Epi-
lepsy; and the want of success, which
has generally . attended. the efforts of
those philosophers, who have attempted
to elucidate this abstruse subject, affords
the most irrefragable proof of the almost
impenetrable obscurity, in which its va-
rious phenomena: are involved; for, not-
withstanding the many very ingenious
speculations,®* which their = researches

have

g Vid. Aretaeus de morb. acut. Lib i. cap. 5.
Galen. de loc. affect. Lib. iii. cap. 5.—Matt. Unzer.
de epilep. Lib.i.cap. 12.—Constantin. Medicus. vid.
Barthol. Anglic. de propriet. rer. Lib. vii. cap. 9.
—Barthol. de Moor patholog. cerebri. Amstelod.
1704.—Archib. Piteairn Element. Med. Leed, 1733:
—Joel. Langelott. D. de epilepsia. Lugd. Batav.
1647.—Sennert. instit. med. Lib. ii. p. 3. Sect. 2.
cap. 6.—Vid. Plater. 1. ¢. T. 1. cap. 2.—Willisde
morb. conv. cap. 2. et 7.—Michaelis oper. med. p.
574 ~F. Hofman rsp. A, P, Bornemann D, sist, affect.
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have given birth to, the proximate cause of
Epilepsj is even at this time but very im-
perfectly understood. Indeed whoever
considers the difficulty of, demonstrating
the uaturé of any disease, in which the ge-
neral investigation of the prineiples of
wrritability and muscular motion is re-
quired, must easily perceive the difficulty
of perfectly accomplishing our present
undertaking. Conscious of this, we ap-
proach to the discussion of our abstruse
subject with becoming diffidence, reserv-
ing only for ourselves, in the event of
failure, the consolation of sharing the

| - fate

hered, p.. 23.—Halae 1699.—Tralles de usu opii.
Sect. iii. p.17.—H. Boerhave praelect. academ. T. 6.

3 _Mﬁégrave, Speculations, and Conjectures on the
qualities of the Nerves. Sect. 1.—Pressavin, nouveau
traité des vapeurs ou traité des maladies des nerfs.
p. 1_02. A Lyon 1770.—~Tissot. 1. c. p. 27. 29.
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fate of many far more a.hh‘:men who
have gone before us. | i

We consider' the real éf.ﬁﬁt&-“ or condi-
tion of the nervous energy of the brain,
during an Epilepti¢ paroxys, to be' col-
lapse, which we will endeavour to prove;
from the peculiar habit of Epileptic sub
jects, the occurrences whi‘f:h"'ii_ﬁrﬁédiitélﬁ‘f' '
precede the fit, and the state of the p’ﬁa- v
tient durmg 1ts cuntmuanca. | P

The majority of persons, who are lia- "
ble to Epilepsy, possess a considerable
share of irritability, which disposes them =
to be quickly acted upon by any cause
of excitement. This peculiar mobility
of constitution renders them very sub- =
jeet to an alternation of excitement and
collapse of the nervous energy of fhe

brain; and it will be readily admitted,
that
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that the symptoms, which generally pre-
eede the paroxysm, are such as denote
considerable excitement in the nervous
system. =~ That a state of inereased irrita-
bility immediately precedes the epileptie,
fit, is also clearly proved by the geod
effects of opium,  which, when adminis-
tered. at this period,. either entirely pre-
vents the, paroxysm, jor at least mitigates | |
its -violence, = Therefore; as any. violent '
excitement of the: energy of the brain is
invariably followed: by, a collapse; or di+
minution of the same; as. in these pecus
liar constitutions, . éxcitement  and  col-
lapse guickly alternate with each other;
and as- considerable éxcitement: of the
nervous energy of the bram is uniformly;
the condition of the - patient, unmedi--
ately preceding the paroxysm, so there is
some plgusible ground for suppesing,
that the condition ef the nervous.€nergy
C of
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of the brain, during -the*ui:minmnc& of the
eplleptm ﬁt, 18 cnnswml“gl collapse. '
[ L a1 130 X5 US0N, 1a

Th:s doctrme is suppb#teﬂJ by the State
of the patient immediately prior to,” tu-
ring, ‘and  directly ‘after ‘the ‘paroxysin,
‘The epileptic fit is almost constantly'pre-
ceded by ‘lassitude; a &tbftﬂiﬁmdeg?ée)‘bf ;
stupor, giddiness, pain of the lhiead; zinni- |
tus, aurium, frightful'dreams, “difficult |
breathing, end palpitation’ of’ the heart; |
during ‘the action of the 'paroxysm) the
pulse/isirregular, all sénsation,” dnd"the
faculties ‘of the mind are extinet; 'semen,
urine, and fces are discharged involuitas
rily; but no soonerdo the convulsionscease,
than the patient, insensible to every thing
which has passed around him, gradually,
and sometimes even immediately, “fesumes
his usual health. The temporary suspen--
sion of muscular motion, which frequently;

' perhaps
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perhaps  generallys ‘happens . daring:* the
course of - the epileptic: paroxysmy;: ie&pﬂEi-

ally when experienced in a violent degree,
admits of our.drawing somewhath decBive
conclysions,; as-toithecondition of: the
nervous; energy ofsithe brains under those
circumstances. New; as most-if notall
the.gccasional causes. of Epilepsy; produce
their, effect by primarily -exciting the ner-
Yous: action, efnthe brain, either through
the, medinm -of, the; sanguiferous system,
or. by, acting: jmymediately;;on that.organ
itself, we hopesdbhasbeeni rendared tole-
rahly manifest;, that,the nerveus -energy
of the brain, must e constantly -in.a state.
of collapse duringthe continyance of the
ﬂRilﬂPﬁ&wﬁsﬁm.- o hicarsenng S0 e

-s-r- sl datiler

wa&ante c&uﬁe&uﬂ Epmle_pbym to'be -
considered . as mﬁaﬁld,hal -and predispo- ?

neﬂ?ﬁmm foudw (neltiassirdumio ool
L3 I' 5 G-E‘. i .-\- Y Of
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Of the Occaswna! Cawe"“’jﬁ%ﬁ! gali

1397 "Eﬂh-f 3

- Epilepsy appears frequently to bé herédi- r
tary, butnot constantly ; ‘for'it sometifiies
happens, that a person becomes-épileptic,
whose ancestors were never subjéct to this
disease ; while on the other hand, we have
known instances of people passing through
life without experiencing a smgle parﬁ’x-*
ysm, notwithstanding the parents, _even on
both sides, were the subjects: of) Epﬁepag
It has been asserted, that the’ fjfdﬂfude of
sexual intercourse during the period of
_menstruation, is constantly epileptie,' and
Frights, experienced by the female 'd”trring' :
gestation, are also said to entail Epﬂepsy 1_
upon her offspring.’ jastid

The
% Vid. Theoph. de Meza Compend. Med piact
Fascic. V. pi 14. Havni®, 1784, = [ s i eon

.:I-‘

) Vid. Hoffmann (Ft.) D. di Morb. fortaum in utero

matern, § 7. p. 9. Hale, 1702.—Fabric, Hildan,'
Observ. chirurg. Cent, iii. Obs. 8,
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The occasional causes of Epilepsy, as
enumerated by authors, are indeed: vari-

ous. - Injuries: of the m"fmrwﬂl |
violence,* - Malconformation; and wounds
of the, cranium.' - Diseased changes in the
,sﬁmgnm ,qu«uhhptance, af bm.h the cor-

:;,{ ‘u ‘_E."j"}'_.t:.:; RO 1 il | ;}cal

:‘In{bl}lu-‘] ﬂ*Fﬁ]t‘ 1“ Y5 ."-,‘.". 2 Y S F Do 1=;.-,-' 2

T H4LL5

_ % Vid. Greding L c. Th.ii. p- &ﬁa—ﬂiberh #unspr
i Medlq.,l’ I, p. 411.~Meyer Abrabamwn, in
SR mekelﬁﬂchwﬁ.pract. Arzn. B. iii. Sect. 1\'n. 2.
vag 5 s==Ortlob in E.N. C. Dec, iiann, iv.v.iobs. 108.

s Raugan Melanges e Chirug. p. 85.—Schenk

........

{Juh) b.. i ﬂbs* 202 & 213, '

IR

) Vid, Ak ‘ﬁé'at Cir, Cent v, *;fzég;'—.ﬁn %

S CudrDedld. hﬁm«g 5" obs. 35 “Bonet. ' Sepul-

- v, Chr-anatom. lib, i, seet, xii, ohs, 4——Ciler, vid.
Schmuckers vermischt, thuft Th. 1., p. 259-—-
“Clossy ‘Observations taken of morbid bodies, seet.
i. obs. . p. 17.—Binninger.: observat. medicioal,
Cent. iv. obhs. 64 —Bartholini Anat, reformat.
lib. iv. cap. Sa-—Andersun_, vid, Auser] Abhandl,

I f pr. Aerzt B xiiiip. 712.—Morgagni vid. Lieu-
taud histor. anat. med, T. ii. p. 321. ed
' “Schleget. Lﬁﬁgﬁsa}' 179? P NBEIRHOER DFY

It - Agat— ' iy

i i .
el W
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treal and smedudlary « parts.-of 1 the ibraidl™
Sanguineus; gelatinous;% serous,®o agque«
ous, andrpuruleni’ effusions within :the
=Rop o gcbqiba e reabldll adifferent
sil1 avods bishasioenins | e iaEiREakiche

™ Vid. Greding, 1. cop. 309.~=Morgagni | de iStd; e
_gaus. morb. Epist. ix. sect. 10, 18, 25, and 26.—

" Baader (Josep) Observat. Med. incis. cadav. ana-
. tom. illustrat. p. 107, Frl.l:-urgﬁ l?ﬁz—Mtar?het-r
iy, Chirorg. . 39, Fat, J0Bl, !
2 1’ ‘id, Mekel Recherehs.sur Iaﬁmmgs‘ﬂﬂ Tafolig, in
- Mem: de Berl; obs./10,: la@ﬂﬁmgﬂg‘nhﬁl c
- Epist.ixnseeti 12; 14.—Bagtholini Histor, dnat_
. Cent. ii. obs. 02 Havn.! 16542 Valsalva)tvid.
“Lieutaud J-c. p. 381. obs. 236 —Drelinedurt, /in
- Bohet/Seprlchr. anat, T zyaag&hmmqamm
. in Zodiacyrhed. »galif.ﬁ:nm iﬁaz e i 10a8
T uﬂéﬂ.--

|d Jj::elmcnurft . Bnl‘lﬂi‘ 1 G
Lieutaud _hl'i;f anat. T1. 11 P 4-14 {Jh 4;'?
Baaaer 7 ot Ve g

agal:ge A ozl il

» "Jn:'l Plsn't!e "hIarb a colluv. SEros. Seq; ii; eap. 7.

: "'—--Rhﬂﬂ:ll' Ubsewat Med. Cent. i Q}Jﬂ,r* —

Lteumudhbﬁt, ahat. =T, iaips 8548 Dbﬁp}ﬂﬂ

Mﬂrg:lgm —Thoneri {Aﬂ'uatm) de @;im:f:jﬂﬁlﬂgon—

" yuls. Metibus, Iib, ii. obs. 2. _,pg_gz, _I.Ilpjj_;}@ﬁl

o Vi‘d‘."{_}'réd’iﬁg',_-]’.; /. 204,304, 330,%1’3?355?‘-1-'
< Eientitad; 1. ¢ pr 859. Obs! 167, p. 361, Obs.

I P LN
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different ventricles, membranes, and other-
parts«of ‘thesbrain. = Schirrous. tumours
situated 'in the dura mater, and plexus
choroides.® Flesy, and adipose sub-
stances in the ventricles and about the
lﬁngﬂﬂdmﬁdﬂ"ﬁlﬂﬂ&  Stony,¥ gravelly,"”

UPN ,; and
1?2 3;5. Obs. 21? —-Sauvages Nﬂﬂrg]. Me-
thod. f iii. p. 106' ed. Daniel, -—Rm:he (De la),
in' Edinburg. Med. Comment. b. i. p. 229.—

 Forest. (Pétr) de capit. et ventr. Morbis, lib. iii.
‘Leid=, "1572 —Bonet. Sepulchr. anatom- T. i.
obs; 738y 10,12, 13; 15, 17.
¢ Vid. Bauhin, v. Benet, L. c. p. 371.—Clossy Obser-
~vations taken from dissection of Morbid Bodies.
'Ser:t i. obs. 9. p: 17.—Fernel, Pathol. lib. v. cap.
B h—Baader Observat. Medic. p. 107 —L:eutaud
I c. P 346 obs. 118.—Morgagni 1. c. Ep. ix.
art. 20, 21.—Salmuth Observa. Cent. i. obs. 17.
¢ Vid. Baldinger (E. F.) Diss de epilepsia ex turmoré
schir. &c.—Fantoni (Jon.) opusc. Med. p. 37.
- Lieutaud l. c. p. 361. Obs. 172, 173.'p. 376.
- Obs. 221.—Roederer Pr. de cerebri schirro.—
"+ -Sorbait ‘(Paul de) univ. medicin. them&tm et
practic. Norimberg, fol.
* Vid. Gintz, (F. G.) de cerebro. Prolus, 11.~Lan-
.. glii opera omn. T. iii. p. 62 ~Lieutaud:1. ¢. p.
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&;nfi _\,Em}l_ﬁ_ %f&;.gmns?nﬁthe s;amm“- Thﬂpaiht
sions; of the mind; joy; grtef" disap-
pmnted love ;* fear;' terror;™ anger;" sym-'
R ANC D p&‘thy,

i | o] 35 L0 .f.'L Tod
‘Eid Zacut Lusitan, Prax admtr L 1 n'bs El o’hs.-
g0 . 10"V nophl bis-Jeniaeds ISR

W Bonet. Sepu]‘chr' Anat!“T.i. obs. Ei;%l‘.‘fﬂﬁardi
* (Joaun.) ‘Epistol. Lib. iii. Epist. 6. 1' ']"_th' "

¥ Vid. ‘Boerhaave (H.) de’ mﬂr}; nenfus ; ”ﬂpl-—-
Sweiten (G. mn) Comm 1:31 cherh apHcr;,lf.'T 1 iii,
P- 414,

I Vid. Hoftfinann medic. fnudn' ’T‘ iv. P 9. 39 —
Nicolai/Patholog. Th. i, p.* E}'ff --mheﬁi‘ Ju-
- rispr-miéd. Suppli'p. 4*:1? g ot R e

hﬂhd Asskovw i COREctE Sbeie. wbd A"V ol

. p. vBitsHéucher (J. Hebr.) “opuscul. sist.
nmrb ex tinio veneris usu. '-—]ja’nit (Marcell .
dehist. med. mirab. I.. ii. cap 4—5chu’ﬂ£ (Jo
obsery. rarior. Lib. i.. obs. 4.

1 Vid: Burmester. (J.- J.) D. Consult med.' super-
morb. . spastic. & &e.~—Lange.: Diss. de morbo
caduco.~—Boerhave de. mnrh ne:rms p 417. et
8RB 1 ok | S et

m Vid.:Bartholin: htat{}r anat, Cﬂnt‘ 1ii. ’haﬁ‘t. by A
Appel (J. J.) Discursus de epilepsia. p. 10.—~Bag-

; liv. prax, medic. Lib. i. cap 14, § 2.—Haen (de)
Rat medcfnd P. V. p. 121.—Camerar. Sylog.
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pathy:rand intense study® * Mechadical
affections “ofithe "nerves: \ﬁi&ﬁ‘érﬁg' Epi- |

Siypeibii Gieii ) % voi - brifm ety o 1epsy

i T EF

Sotvd # a9 et ioyiat 'y 1abt ¥ 9voltbsiateq

ringdic. morab. Cent. xvi. part, 26. 33 —Boerhave
demorb. norvos. p. 801.and p. 833 —Bierling (C,
' - a0 ‘medicus theoret, pract. p. 5??*—Fﬂlhﬂ1:glﬂ
medic. Observat. and Inquir. V. vi. p. 79.—Mor-
. gdgni de sedibus, et.gaus. morb. L. i. Ep. ix. art.
'6.—Hoffmann medic. ration. s}'stem T.iv, P. iii.
p: 25 and 27.—Wepfer observ, med, pract. de
aﬂ'ectﬂ:u -capitis. p. 626. -——Zlmmermann von d.
Elfahrung. Th. ii. cap. 2. p. 444. - £}

- Samafres nosol. meth. T. iii.p: 117. ed: D:ln-_.
- Wieri de ird morbo ejusdemque euratione - Hber.
Tecus. in opery:py 771. Basil. 1577 ~Nicolai

Partholog.; Th. p.. 275, 276.—~Morgagni de sed.

_ etcaus, morb., Ep-ix.art. 5,—Greding L. c. piis4.

57..70 —Hoffmann med. rat. 5yst L iviop: iii.
39 g N g g o 4 ":'

"Vld Marcellus Dnnatusl c. Lth h cap 4.p. 146 —

~ Salmuth 1. ¢. Cent. ii. observat. 73.—<Meza Com-

. pend. med. pract. Fasc. v.p. 15. Havniz 1781 —

Detharding #sp. G. H. Stieler; ‘D. de‘cliorea S.

. Viti. p. 29. Restock 1760, —~Lettsom in Memoirs
- of the Med. Societ. of London, Vfbl il —Askaow,

in Collect. Soc. Med. Havn.Voll ii. p. 14-=25,

? Vn:l Gdlen -de loc. affect. Llh v. 1.vii p. 402, ed

- Chart.~Hoffinann med. rat. syat .cap. ﬂael:uir-p“a



28

lepsy are wounds ‘penetrating their subs
stance ; -pressure. from; tumowys,.' or con-:
cretions;T dislocations ;¥ calculi of the kid-
nﬁyﬂs-,w-' and:bladder ;' dentition,” and' la-
borious : parturition.¥.  The : occasional

.
e
\ .

sect, 19.—Pechlin. obs. ph}'ﬁ..'.mﬁd. Lib. iii.
Hamburg, 1691.- Gyt SES0 iRl RLOS
2:¥Vid. Maret in"nouv. Mertioir E[is Dijon. " Prem.
: Smmtn—lﬁaatﬁpfwﬁﬂ Ktanﬁh ‘des Unterleib.

- p- 293.—Forest, L c. Lib. X" Ebsi**'gﬁ‘ﬂkppel
(J T )D:scurs dE‘EPﬂEpE‘IH p: 15 1*1 |
: V’d ‘Bonet. Sepulchr anat. %Fl, p- -Q’l '."'I:'?_' appel
... D.de tumore nervo  vago, ml;,mrente mﬁ;ad—
,B.haseg cuntluens,:[a;b #\r. ﬂx'fn ch‘:i‘ o
.J.h.d ilf H;ctmnnawe unwe,rsel, de. Qgedlmﬂe,'l‘ 1. p.
PN o O 1 (105195 molomie L
= Vid. Moﬁte (De la} 'I‘ral.-r.e »ﬁ:umpl d. chlrt';ﬂ ii. p.
416. 419 —Hoffmann med, rat: s syst..cap. de
-~ Epilepsia, ob. Sh—BarthnHm,J{Thom.,} opusc.
.mgd- T, i. p. 50.—Beaumes, injourn,. de med, T.
- o dvii. p.820,—Helmont de. hth:asg, eap,?
(¥ ’V’id Bauvages nosol. meth. T iii. p. 101. ed. Daniel
‘Selle Medicin. chmc po3ylo o f..iu
*"iﬁd Mauticeau obs. sur la Grossesse, Tom. i, obs.
© 552. 3Paris 1‘?2_3.-—-“".'1-3&& (Dela) T raité des Ac-




29

vauses of Epilepsy, which operate by a
direct stimulus: upon ‘parts remote” from
the brain, and from thence communicated
to it, are tickling;* various changes which
take place inthe body at the time of pu-
berty ;¥ excessivevenery ;° gestation ;* hys-
' i téria ;

o AIIOT B ’:
cﬂuch L iid. cap. Xil, p Hﬂ?t;w-Pa&Hr(G H}. Ph.)
..-D. de eonyulsion, gravidarum, parturientium, et
puel:peramm&, Gotting, 1700.—Engelmann D. de
tal:mr.iﬁI convulsiy. et partu dtﬂiﬂllh—ﬁltdq# 1752.
x Vid. chhmsons new System of the Splem Va-
_pours, ¢ &c -S,rqueten (Van} Cmmeat ﬁcc.. "I' ifi.
41 .
¥ Vfd Egezq(s TE ﬂe} Ghservat de. aﬂ:feei;u spas-
mod. refractario, in Coll. Soc. Med. Havn.Vol. ii.
p. 265 —ﬁeaunms 1. c. p. 253 —Willis' (Th))
Pat!mlog cerebri, p. 75. Oxon. 1667.—Stahl. (G.
E.) D. de hereditaria dispositione ad varios affec-
-tus, p. 48. Hﬁlse,l?{}ﬁ" drsfi il T
* Vid. Gallen. de loc, affect. Lib. v, cap.jﬁw--lmr}r
vid Beaumes 1, ¢. p. 131.—Haller. Element.
. Physial, T. vii. p. 567 ~—Cole; i Phil. Transact.
1. 174. p. ¥15.—Sauvages nasol: methed. Cl. ix.
artic. 31. n. 6 ~Feurstein ' (J. H.) D.de epilep-
. sia, p. 83, Gotting.—Tissot, 1..¢. p. 754 p: 307
* Vid. Mauriceau observ.: sur la Grossesse. T ii. ob.
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tena, hypml!onqnams ;°.,and .idiﬂsynw-

cracy. d EPi psy is also s q;aﬁpmgs I
a7y

d“;fdﬂl’x  excessive, ﬁ‘-’ﬂﬁ&%ﬁaﬂﬂsm&!ﬁh@x
o oo RETSPIIOR %, AERas O
dra a0 '.{G:nfﬂ-'f; Lopvistt -'*'-'5:-"'”.];uu:'liii

d '.*r..'.
4 }b.!'. e ]

R8s, --?---ﬁ---ﬂ—-—- dermf:rs observat, 'Dbit 03.—
., - .. Fernel. pathol. L. v. cap. 3.—In opp. oma. Hano-
- ver, 1610. fol. p. 463.—Motte (De la) Chi-
rurgie complette, T. ii. p. 422. obs. l?ﬁ ) —(This

L

“4was' 4 'most singular and rﬂmarkahle case, the

subject of it being afflicted w;tﬁ eprnfepsyﬂqnng

“her pregnancy with a male chgd put mth a
- female.) - oh:

-* Vid. Eikmeyer D, de e*pﬂe];fﬁf1 qEéhnaq-T-Falk
(J G.) D.de epllepsla, 55“; sw rgota;bus
rrgmum *@aftmw li@; A Jme on hyftenc
ﬂfs p 372 "ﬁ'u‘f'eﬂ‘el]) cep ge}e:% ;rstg{lca.

i Tftd?. m::riﬂ?{:irthnl de) 1. c. 1 ;17 Linann
© {Ad. cognomine *thenft) P e gpjlgp;m hypo-
chendriaca. Lugd. Batav

i Vid. Sauvages! c. T. ii. p ll?.--—ﬁ}fgtpﬁfm M&-
Hi, Am‘.l ix. %. obs. 92 p YD ot cais

# V-:ﬂ prpﬁc’t*auﬁ aﬁhnr:sin Sect wt ﬂ;lhqr Q —
Mﬂrgagm (J.B) 1, e. Lib. i. Epﬁst X. Pt al—
Paul Aeginet. Lib i, cap. 19. ot ~:‘: b\

*‘Babelt:hwﬂr, 9. e ‘Cent. nr. Curat 59 E H _G*

#+*Deg: iti- Ann ii. obs. 46. i
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ram’; o ‘whilé' ‘'on the other hand thE reten..

| !u 1a iy

tion, of" 'stip]iresmn of naturai or pre-
ternatural evacuatmns, as na:sal hﬂemurr-

hagy,® the menstrual’ flux, ™ b"leedmg piles,’
the  lochia,’ alvine,* seminal,' or vesicu-

lar™ discharges, the drying up of i ts-sues

- i = - rr"- _-.'.'
11 f :
. ol - ] (R

£l £y
3 1 ]

-Schfﬁedgr D “de cnnvulﬁwmhus ex . hcpmmhagm

" nimia nnun&ts Marberg 1}’50 ) 295

“rVid. Hag endc:-rnl c. Cent. i. hlstm:. 21, p,aﬁ.._.
Tmsnt,l’ o Th. v. p. 86. N ibhak

8 _VI{L Haﬂendoml C. Cent i ht;tq:.gﬂ. p.~35--

©Tissot 1. €. ]:r i %

& 'i?'ld SlgwdrtII sist. cas puenm pa,st tpﬂmmm sup-
pressmnf&m ePlIePtlcah Tqﬁm g,:-:_hi@gm histoire
generﬂ]b X3 “fEFecmmtc, v Jiiy s B@-—«Wﬂhﬁ

“''(THh.) Patholog. cerebri. p. '_53

* Vid. Rhodius 1. c. Cent. i i, nhs S

i Vid. Greding 1. ¢. T. . p ‘56, oh Ry -

k Vid. Hollerh Cemmmt in coacas anpucraus, p.‘
‘876.

b yid. Krumtz.]] de matnmumn multnmq:l mo:bu-

rum “remedio. p. 21 ~Stakl Thenrm Mg;hcm
~ ver. p. 1355,

0 "ihd Zacut. Lusltan* Prax. ac'lmlrah L i abmar!i’

Vid. Bartholin. (Thom}hlstnr medm Cent XXX
hist, 20.

|"n|- ,‘_“.;- q-"

e
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and the premature healing of old wounds?
haye been as. frequently observed .tg.cs:
casion, this disease.  Organic diseases.of
the different viscera contained. within the -
cavities of the thorax and abdomen, as
earcinoma of the cardia;® diseased kid-
neys,* schirrous affection of the spleen,” a
morbid state of the liver, and mesentery,®
ulcers in the urinary bladder," and _ﬂEShyr
and adipose adhesions to the intestines,”
have been enumerated by authors among
the occasional causes of Epll&psy Crudi-
7 ties

o Vid. Marchettis (Pe!;lu &c} nbserﬁt t:fuu‘i:lr. Patav
1668. | oAV

P Vid. Tissot, l G- pﬁﬁ}' e :

4 Vid. Bartholin. histor. ﬂnat Cent. v. h;st 61, ‘

T Vid. Bonet, Sepulchr. anat. Lib. i. sect. xii. obs. 42,

s Vid. Rhodius I, e. Cent: i, obs, G1.~~Welch Heca-
tost. ii. obs. 79. p. 40,

t Vid. Tissot, 1. c. p. 73.

woVid. Bresl. Samml. op. p.421s 172&;#—E N.C.

: Dec. i it. obs, 152, : _ '
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ties /i’ the prime vie ;™ worms' infesting
the stomach, and intestines’* and “acrid,
chentical,” and' narcotic fioisons® have fre:
quently the effect’ aftexemﬁg Epitépsy.”

'.‘T", i -"I”i'U‘" ‘i g.uq.' o LT Oid 1}__ e R J L0
The wﬁﬁhéﬂ nfﬁ'iany ﬂf’ﬁle ‘miost’ émi-

D U nent

v Wit i pdtratte pidem, | BIb. vi.eap. B4 lap
Foes —Galen,, Comm. :in  Hippocr. aphorism.
Lib. V. aPh 1. T IE.-T.P 1, p. 195, 296 %d Char-_
ter —“Rahn de cnnsensu B i, p ll@-—-ﬁhases"
. Continensy L v! ap. Tifoli96.0 = vaasiio

* Vid. Medical observat. and inquiries. Vol. vi. p. 68,
70 —-Phelsum ghan ) historia ascarid, P 212—

1E
=iy R i i

 Forest. (Petr.) o servat. L. x. obs. 54

¥ Vid“ Combiaii | (s Rady Mbmorab. nie@ Ikt
xx.Tubingz, 1683.—Montani (Js. Bapt.) Tr. de
morbo gallic. recus. in Collect. Lecisin. et in Ej.
opp. variis cura Hier. Donzellini. T. ii. Basil,

S 1.1 g L e e it g .

% Vid. Sauvages, 1. e. p :litllé!.f Q 11 —Vglentmus

. +(M.B.) in E.N. C. ﬂnn x. .obs. llﬁqu;apfer
(J.J.) Cicute aquat. hist. p. 5. agd% _Basil,
1679.—Negendorp, Cent.iii, hist. 84. p. 395. Sq.”
—Ackermann, in ammot, ad Tissot, 1. ¢. p. 58.
not, 20,
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nent Medical authors® of antiquity, pre-
sent us with elaborate discussions, on the
influence of the planets in the production
of Epilepsy ; -this species of logic, is how-
ever at this time, perhaps very-dése'rve;dly
expunged from the theory of medicine,

Of the Predi.gpon‘aur Caz;se'gf _ EE‘IQ,P'%JI

As most of the nccasmnal causes ﬂf
Epzlepsy, produce upon certain persons
effects, which are by no means analagnuﬁ
to that disease ; as many of those causes
act pﬁwerfull)r upon certain persons, and

i AN R iR
* Vid. Galen de deibus critic. Lib. iii .—Jas:ﬁﬁ a Pra-
tis de cerebri Morbis. p, 349 hasul. 1549.—Para-
_cels. oper. omn. T i. Argentor. 1616.—Aretacus
 de caus. et sign. morh -Lib. i. cap. 4.—Arnoldus
a Villanova, in Breviario. p. 1076. '(edlf"'npp
Taurell, Basil, 1585, fol. }-—-Helmo:i’t apera om-



35

not at all npon others; and. as, in'severa]
mstatlc&s, ~this disease. »1& Q.cu&smnﬂq hx
cauges of'a nature diam&f;ri‘callg opposite ;.
I'conclude; that in ‘all- jep.ﬂepmpgmnm r
there isa strong predisposition to that diss
EﬂS&IIHWﬁEquﬂ'ﬂﬂt}}-ﬂ;fthm?Tﬂﬂlﬁ'p?&!;}qn,
Epilepsy, frf;quent}ry results. from the ac-
tion of any cause ﬂf e:gt;ltﬁmﬁllt‘ n fu;sf,:]f
sufficient 10 dﬁranﬂe the equilibrium,
wiich mature has established between
health, - and ldls&a.se.; and it is through the
ageney of this pringiple, alone, ATARS,
epﬁa’ﬁbtr ﬂf causwn “hJCh &rﬂ in l;}}ﬁﬂ‘
2 D o s t)tlualltles
nia. Venet. 1651, fc&. Hﬁﬂﬁhﬁlﬁmiﬂl? Anglic:. 4‘?
pmpnatatz‘bp,a rerum. L. vii. c. 9+~—Hoffmann (Fr.)
- Institut. L iii. cap. 88.—Read. D. de imperio solis
et ’lunai in corpora humana Londini, 1704.—Ri-
~ verii. Areana, Venet. 1676, p. 97. --?la,hl Theor.
med. pathol. P. ii. sect. iii. p. 683.—Do, D. de
haereditarii dlsposrtmne in varios morbos, § 76. p.

~ 48.Hale, 1706.



36

qualitie és tbtaﬂy ﬂlﬁ'ereﬁt is dniformly ff'ﬂiQ”
|
i

1owed” in "these’ pemﬂlar subjects, :”"bjf the |
ss’.fﬁ*é ffects. We“ﬁrufesh ourselvés efis”
tirely igﬂbi-aﬁt of ﬂie”prﬁtiﬁé'i‘:ﬁﬁ%ﬁé{f of !
'ﬁuja'ﬁf or nervous s;.rstem f‘wh:eﬁ “con<
stﬁ s the ]JI'EdlE: onent causé of Bpileps -
sy, ‘nor' do we' ’feef‘ dlspnsﬁﬁ“éﬁéﬁ”%g i
hazarﬂ a i:nnjectlf{e upon 3 W%Wéﬁi
dissection, so far as’ our observations -
ga; “lias’ thrown 'Ho ‘light ‘wpon this
abstruse,” 'but ih&’rﬁs g’a subj@&s,:’ﬁﬁd
ﬁaﬁltﬂstand‘ing the upmmns Yot ‘many
of | the mﬂst ermﬁent anatnmisfs of the»

2 [cin Ry R T T T

present day ‘have afforded us no con- |

clusive evidence; yet we have been |
enabled - to collect the most: 1rrefraga..

hﬁe ijro(}f E;hat I:Ius predlsgusii’,lﬂn ‘does

XY |

not- mnﬂst in original - -malconforma-

{ K

dn,! or’ dlséaaed alteration “'of, either

R ITO P DD EDOIED t“}u'r U edrs ;
Bhf;“ streture, .or syh,stﬂgm;g‘. . the

?Bf&m
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brmn, as, many foriper: authm' hawa
Hsﬂﬁl‘tﬁd:.r-*-__ (rollol odf 'iliw | o e
{2l 3oy B 3592515 %03 %0
In nrder to ascertmn the prﬁdlﬁpmmt
cause of Eplltpsy, ‘the brains of thirteen
subjects,” who were knowh 'to have fallen
vi'ct'ims' to this disease; s were, dissected
wlth l;he greatest care and attention, un-
Qg the lmmedlate diréction of #n eminent

anamnnst,, in whmh far from,discovering
gﬁngestmn malwnformﬂtmn tumum;

. b
I| l

""""

sper;t preterna.tural 0;' lricﬂnsisqent w;,th
the healthy state of that ﬂ!‘gﬂm ~My inge-
0l ¥ i nmus
‘% Vid. Greeding, 1. ¢. Th. i. p289. 201. 295. et Thi
- 1. p. 71.—Bonet Sepulchr. ‘Lib. 1. sect. 12. nb,s 3.
Tom 1. p. 273 —Lmutaud le. p 377. obs. 224.
"“. 324, obs, 43 p-' 359. obs. 167.—Badder (J.)
v obs.med. msmmbus cadaverum anatom. illust. p,

- 107. -:-Mcrr{gagm,rl c. §25, 26 lﬁ l :: Eplsh
hu §15.17,18. _
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nteus friend, My Astley: Coopery has fas
voured me with the following deseription
of the dissection of the brain of a subject;’
tvho for many years laboured undéra most
virulent Epilepsy; and as  this dissection
was ‘performed- by hmtséit;- there ~can ‘be
no'doubt of its accaracy: -1l o iy

W orostootts-cham e deermbieioasdt il
jeseiMy., 'Genrg’elﬂ ohnsony 6fJohnxstreet;
Miinories, requested *me 1ol acconipany
Hith ‘o inspect ‘the' body ‘of ' a ;gentleman
whio had died of Epilepsy at the agerof 47
yeds. He'had' been 'the subject 'of: the
diséase from two yearstof age, andevery
remedy which had been' 'suggested ‘to his'
parents, had been tried-without ﬁﬁ’ﬁrdingi ’
him any relief. - At first his fits occurred
at fhe 1hf,ewzil ‘of ‘4 month, “L'ﬂrey then be-
came more frequeng and tow arﬂs t.ize con+
clusion ‘of hislife, they took: plam every,

third or fourth day. Hls *.lfmruE:r fW'ihxch
; had



39

had ‘been. naturally strong; became so0
much impaired, that for sixteen years be-
fore his death, he was becoming tmhectla,
and he died idiotic.”: {52 14

Izl

: DISSECTIO:N,

Tt ‘exeited great surprise in me to find
ulpﬂﬁinﬁeﬂingthe head, that, -Efcé'fhﬁng &
turgid state of the vessels of the Pia Mater,
there was not the smallest deviation from
the natural structure, and as the brain
was not only dissected in the uspal man-
ner, but by incisions ' made through every
part of 1t, no altered" m’g&miatmn cuuld
have easf:a;ped detegtion, 1T,

%4 Tt is, however, mldtmbtediy true, that
ﬂts in all respects| appa;rentlyﬂlmﬂar are
prodtmad by ai’tﬁ!*éd mgamratiun

tal‘

Ll : Qur
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' Now if the predisponent cause- of Epi-
~ lepsy consisted in eriginal méaleonformas
tion, or diseased alteration of the stivcture
or substance of the brain, these pretérnas
' tural ‘appearances might be readily de-
monstrated by ‘dissecting=of the brains of
" epileptic ‘subjects, but'the united experi-

ence of the most ﬂHiiIi-ﬁll’; anatomists of:the
‘ 'present time, - scarcely: aﬁﬁpdzﬂ,mgglgm—
stance of s suqh @ cir c;m;s:tanm i1 nda Ik

13, OGS rp iR RSt Sl ol e
Qur nese:ﬂrches in #;his partwuiat part
-i'?f.-thﬂ.- subject, have; nofwithstanding our
failure to .ascértain theexpet’ nattre of
“'the predisponent cause of Epilepsy, ’ﬁﬁe’n

' attended with more importaiit, and, satis

factory success, than our most sanguine

W 'éxple'ctaﬁdhs,; at the commencement of our

' 'undertakmg, dared aapl,-re t,o, inasmuch,
~ as they have afforded us.an U@prtﬂmtg :
‘of drawing fair inferences in favour of the
general \
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general practicability. of; curing this dis-
3 MIlf'“{hrﬁh -«:uﬂdﬂl' ﬂthﬁf{ Lglxcumtameﬁ '

~.avould have been madrmsbible s
"'?-'l:i:"-’{ﬂ b 12 Bl CFiRs Y él St He r;ﬂl } .--f "I'

/The: mﬂdusaﬂperandl of tha.ﬂarim;sa o |
casional causes of Epilepsy, 1s said: ‘te
consist.one while in the Excitement of:the
nervous energyof thé brain; another, in

the Diminution of it. | The several occal
sional causes:of Epilepsy acting by excite-
ment are stimulants ; either ‘applied di-
- rectly-to the nervous energy of the . brain
- oitself s to ﬂlh?f]f: parts of tha qu}'r and
from thence ¢communicated to the brain ;
-or through | the: medium  of | the sanguifer-
. 0us. system; . The .several:-occasional
causes of Lpilepsy -acting by diminishing
the nervous energy of thé brain are Seda-
+ tives; either,applied, divectly .to the. ner=
468 -}ac?yﬁ;@gergm of the brain itself; or through
o111 tga.;_m;dmm of thﬁ;:s.&‘ﬂgilifﬂrﬂus;;systeﬁu.' 2

5 1o But,
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But, let the modus 'operandi of the
various occasional causes of Epilepsy be

whatsoever .it may,  the ‘ultimate effects

i

produced upon the body are uniformly the

same, for the phenomena of ‘an epileptic
paroxysm never vary, except in duration,
ot violence ; and so intimately connected
are the nervous, and sanguiferous systems,
that it is utterly impossible to excite the
one, without rexciting the other; or de-
press the one,  without'depressing 'the
other. Lot i vt A1 i ad

In the hope of being enabled to' illus-
trate this position, we have selected the
two occasional causes of Epilepsy acting
by excitement,. joy, and anger. = The first
of these mental irritations acts strongly
and immediately on the nervous-energy of
the brain itself; the second acts powerfully
onthesanguiferous system. Wewill endea-.

4 vour
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~ vour to show how these opposite affections
of ‘the mind produce ultimately the same
effects  upon the body, which will offer
soriie explanation of the naturesof the conx.
nexion Hetween the nervous; and mcniu
s}astems HORHE ¥ (e el 9 # 0 1Y BOURG
vAU sl 32w (8010
&lﬁmugh ‘the - muscular fibres ' of the
heart possess a vis insitd to @ certain dei’
gree, still this inherent power i ‘not of
itself sufficient to carry 6n the circulation,
but ‘is constantly dependent dccording to
the ﬁjsmmn of Dr. Cullen, upon a due,
and regular supply of nervousenergy seit
into it from the brain. - If, therefore, this:
due and 'mgulaii%supply- of nervous energy.
were'to be altogether withheld from the-
heart, the action of -‘this most hmpontantﬁ
mascle; and consequently life itself must.
céase ; and this is easily proved, by plas:
cing'a ligature upoi ‘the nerves goingitoc =
dbl the



1

thﬁ hedrt, which, eventually, and spﬂqdﬂy
stﬂps 1t mutmm i NDW as, Permus energy
1s, 1n ‘& great measumi . the prmry cause
of action in the heart, so 11: must; be suffi-
tlently .ﬂbvmus, _Lhat aﬂy mordmal;e dﬁ-
of the brain must be 1nvariably fulloned
by an inordinate 'degree of ;action /in thf:
heart, and consequently the whole of the
vascular syatem On the ﬂtherrhgnd as
a certain fulness and tenslpn qf tha blqoda
vessels of the bram are nece-ssa.ry o t!ie
constant. support ﬂf the ner\fuus ergergg,
so I conclude, that any ovarv-dlstep,smn,
and murdmatc action of thase blc-nd-
fessels must be umfurmly follrmed by
mnmderable excitement of the neryous
energy of the 'brain. , Therefore, anger,
which acts pnwerfully on the sanguiferous
system, will occasion such a degree. of
exc;tement in the nervous energy of the
Bii). bram,
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bsain,; ag. 15 exacftly,ﬁpmpnrtmnate‘ﬂwnh
the degr&e'fnf D?Bl'iﬂ.lsﬂiﬂllﬂlﬂﬂ | the
blood-vessels; and joy will pmduce such
an  inordinate  degrée uof- actmn -:mi the
v’asaulaﬁ.syslﬁm ‘as dsr prdpurtmnﬂte wmthf
the: mwaéminf the. NEervous’ energy of - the:
brain. o viliiow o el =1odmed aid o
TG R A '::U-'.! _:TL'_-_I_.' Erudioa ‘
 Althiough’ these méntal ‘irritations are:
very’ 'frﬂqﬁ'ént “occasonal - causes ‘of Epi-
- le.Esy, still when they “have prmr‘ed 'fatal |
it appears to ha.ve generally been by m—_
dnmngfﬂpupkexj ‘Tradition. mfurms us,
that Vﬂlﬂtﬂl“PlSQ, Admiral of the Venetmrr-’
ﬂeet, a man remarkable for his personal
(murage, Stddenly E‘.Eplfﬁ-d rfrom 'violént

passion,; ﬂxdlted‘hy the: lgnn:lmmﬂua iia-
feat uﬂhmmuntrymem . hotinys vy danon
oot W lao. i ls¥6t P el - Jalirs ovi .
Chalu, the Lacﬂdemnman ‘one nf the
wise men of Greéce, suddenly expired in

the
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the actiof embracing <his- son, Wwho wasa |
cmnquarur at the dlympm games; | o 1 Rt
- wi Hiw 'L l bt ;r..r--.-. o oid
rﬂophou‘lés, theijustly eeieh:mﬂlﬁ‘mek
poet; who, wliether we consider the sound
morality'of his sentiments, orthe harmony
of his numbers, is alike worthy of our
most profound ‘admiration, swddenly fell
a victim £o excess of joy, in/ the: ninety-
first year of hisage; thaving unexpectedly
g&lned a prize at the oiympm m il hi
A FO oo Pilsoas8 'Sihd o 2146GE" 1)
~We believe, that: inger ‘sproves’ ﬁ'lal
more frequéntly [than joy, -becanse it is.
oftener excited (to :an : extreme  degree,.
and mot from lany specific’ difference in
their effects upon the body, when propor-;
tionably excited ; and'we can’ easily con-
ceive, “that, ‘as fatality only follows an
extreme degree of excess in either joy, or
am%dr -4 ‘minor degree of either of those
mental
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mental affections may frequently have the.
effect of producing Epl}ﬁpﬁ_’i an nogv. ne
. There is; another peculiar circumstance
disposing te-Epilepsy, -which:is a state.of
sleep. - However difficult it may be to
account for this peculiar disposition, there
can be no doubt of the fact.. In a.case
related by Dr. De Haen, this disposition
of the body. in sleep was clearly proved:
The case was very singular. The ecirs
eumstances of it were, that the bc:y was,
more liable to the paroxysms when lying,
and asleep, than when  sitting up . and
awake. This peculiarity was not obser-
ved till ‘the disease had been of some
standing ; -and, on a more ininute attén~
tion, the  paroxysms were found ﬁ:- be
more frequent when the patient was in a
peculiar state of sleeping, namely, when
he was drowsy, or when he snored in his

sleep,
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sléep;  the paroxysms were more frequenty”
than when he énjoyed an easy and quiet
sleep. A natural, quiet, and easy sleep
was procured by the use of opium, and
in'a shiort time: the dlseasa Wah perfectlél

auredl art H SluoTh dwolll . halR

& = & - = ¥
B m it e ) L i
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“The" progndsis’ of Epilepsy ‘depends
upoti the 'duration’ of the - disease; the

viruleirce of the paroxysms, and a know-
ledge ‘of ' the several peculiarities of the.

partﬂreﬁﬂ@ Lcmstktuhgn, e 41 B3 pahtidsah g
' iR |
rl} I"‘l l [ :;._.. i _:‘_ . i ."."‘:‘ - ; -"'I."ili:

-, .7-_..1-.-..-\.-'“""

Epﬁep*sy, ‘which s 'to be attémpted b}r

studiously avoiding the occasional causes,
and 'by correctinig, or removing so far as

may be within our pﬂwer, the predlspﬂ-
nent TOLIE( O i 010

“Although ‘we profess ourselves ignorant
e of

v i
!

S
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of the precise condition of the brain,
which constitutes the predisponent. cause
of Epilepsy; and although we are aware
 that a radical eure cannot be effected in
this, or any nthgr disense, Wlthﬂ“'} the
correction, m" removal of this cause, ﬁtlu- .
we know, that the Viscus Quercinys has
frequently performed  such  cures, even
under circumstances the least, fa,mq;rable |
toits ﬂdmmiﬁtrﬂvﬂﬁﬂb JEGE VRS, (182 ane |

Epilepsy, at times," depends. upon pri-
mary affections in some parts of the body,
remote from the brain, therefore _,it-géaﬂ
obvious, that such primary affections must
be. remmed for the cure of the dlsease,
but, after the removal of these ppmary;__
affections, should the Epilepsy continue,
the Viscus Quercmus may be a,dmmmi:_x
tered even to these patients, with the - fair-
est prospect of success.
B Qver-
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Gver distention  of the ‘Blood-yesséls of
thé brain, arising from a general plethoric
state of the system, is frequently a cause
of Epilepsy, and with ‘a view of prevent-
inting the1mﬂrbi_d effects, which speedily
—ensue under these ﬁircumst&nces,* “we find
the ancient physicians,*as well'as the fhio-
derns,” recommended ‘the employment of
the antiphlogistic plan of treatment. +'No
one can deny that under suchcircum-
~ stances, moderate blood-letting, saline

purga.twes, and perhaps the prudent ‘ad-
ministration of digitalis would befollowed
by almost immediate advantage. < ' Still,

a1 Therm.nn, . Caei Aurt,ilan Chron Lib. i.

. cap. 4.—Celsus (Aur. Corn ) de mediein. p. 172.
ed Almeloven. —Hoffmann (Fr.) D. de vera mali.
-epilep. caus. § 31.—Moor (Barthol. de) Patholog.
cerebri.—Barbette (Paul) Prax. Barbettian. p.

- .g8.—Zacut. Lusitan. Prax. admirab. Lib. i. obs.
21, 29, 30, and 32.—Valleriole (Franc) Obser-
vation. medicinal. L vi. Lugdun Batav. 1587.
L. iii. obs. 7.

b Vid. Cullen (Wm.) First Lines, V. iii. p. 371.

o ————
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as jg:;lmsg -pec,uﬁiarly irritable cuna}itu-.
-'ﬁystemﬁ generally, it not umfﬂr}}?!?-.'%ﬂn*
nected with a laxity of the _f.sphl.ids,:' Eghd
consequently great; debility in the mus-
cular fibres, the antiplogistic plan of ‘H:ﬁ@..t*
ment cannot either with propriety or safety
be carried to any considerable extent;
and experience has giveﬁ us abundant
proof, that whoever attempté to effect a
radical cure of idiopathic Epilepsy by
such 'means, will be *1ll,n_lif01‘,l_1_:1:l}t__‘ﬁi§ﬁ}-
pointed.. . oo g

R IARIIN
2 |'

o i

The most general causes of Epilepsy are -
those of debility, and this is proved from
the circumstances of children, women, and
other persons of manifest debﬂlty, bemg
the general subjects of this dlﬁ»&ﬂ:ﬂﬂ'

| The
- ° Vid. Cullen, (Wm:) First Lines, Vol..iii. p. 371.
| E2 |
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teemed for its efficacy in epileptic cases;
it therefore becomes both necessary and
proper to inquire how far the merits of
this article of the Materia Medica entitle
it to such pre-eminence. |

It was first brought into estimation by
Fabius Columna,® who relates, that he
cured himself of an Epilepsy with the root
of this plant; we are, however, assured,
that Columna suffered a relapse of his

disorder, and no further accounts of the
efficacy in valerian in Epilepsy followed,
till those published by Dominicus Pana-
rolus,” fifty years afterwards in which three
cases of its success are adduced. Other

instances of the utlhty of this root are
menntmed

e Phytnbasanng. Napoli 1592. p. 07.
f Vid. Jatrologism. Pentecost. 1. obs. 33. p. 20.
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mentioned by Arataeus® Comparetti,®
Chomel,! Bergius,) De Haen,* Haller,'
Locher,® Quarin,” Plancus,” - Whytt.®
Willis,» Dresky,” Tissot,* Cullen,t and
others. fe '

Notwithstanding all these favourable
reports of the valerian, we are informed
that is has been given in Edinburgh to

ot ’ I "aifthe

¢ Vid. Diuturn, cuorat. Lib. i, cap. 4, * i

b Vid, Occurs, med. de vag. agritud, infirm, nerv. p.
303.—Venetiis. 1780.

i Vid Abregé de Thistoire des plantesu selles. T. i,

p. 71 and 228.

k V;d Mater. Medic. e regno vegetab. T. i. p. 31,

k Vid. Rat. Med. p. v. c. 4. sect. 2. |

1'Vid. Histor. Stirp. helvet. p. 92. p. 210.

m Vid. Observat. pract. p. 40.

» Vid. Animad. practic. p. 25.

e Vid. Annot. ad Fab. Columnz. Phytobasan.

? Vid. On Nervous Diseases. p. 213.

9 Vid. Tr. de Morb. Convulsiv, c. 24.

* Vid. D. de Valerian. officinali.

s Vid. Traité de l'epilepsia. p. 310,

t Vid, Mat. Med. Vol.ii. p. 372.
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benﬁﬁmal eﬂ'ect and thls perfel..tly cmn-j
cides with our own experience, for in
two cases of Epilepsy, wherein this root
was given in very large doses, and con-
tinued for a considerable length of time,
it proved entirely useless; and both the
cases have been since completely cured by
the .}ﬁscu@fQuercinus. . Bergius,  when
spea,king of the valerian, observes, emet-
icam nunquam illam vidi nec laxantem,”
but in the cases abovementioned, it fre-
quentlj proved both emetic and purga-
tive. . Dr. Home, in his clinical experi-
ments, relates, that out of Ili[]::f:: j:qn;._r.u_ll-
sive. cases; for which this remedy has been
récknnﬁdaalm.ﬂst a spéciﬁq,__- it not only
performed no cure, butcould be séarcely
sald to do any good. . "Fhough much used
at this time, he adds, that it has alwa_'fs

appeared to him a weak, often a useless
' medicine.
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‘medicine.  Upon the whole we readily
join Dr. Woodville' in observinig, that our
éxperience warrants us in asserting that it
will: be seldom found to answer the ex-
pectations of the prescriber.

© Asafeetida, which ranks high in the
¢lass of antispasmodics, has also béen re-
commended for the cure of this disease;
and it is but fair to acknowledge, that it
possesses a ‘greater claim to the charac-
ter of being at least useful in Lpilepsy,
than the celebrated root just mentioned.
Although we cannot justly ascribe the
performance of a radical cure of Epi-
Tepsy to this drug, yet we have frequently
seen it employed, and have also oftén
used it ourselves, with considerable ad-
- yantage in mitigating the violence of epi-

|  leptic

*.¥id. Woodville, Med. Bot. Vol. ii. p.264..
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leptic paroxysms. When we wish it'"to
act immediately as an antispasmodic, it
should be used in a fluid form, as that
of tincture.” There are, however, many,
to whom the nauseous smell, and taste of
asafeetida are intolerable, and who con-
stantly reject it, as soon as received into
the stomach, to such it may be advan-
‘tageously given in the form of enema, and
although the antispasmodic effects of this
gum when exhibited under this form, may
not be so speedily produced, still they
are generally of longer continuance.  One
instance has come within our knowledge,
where the epileptic paroxysms were com-
pletely suspended for some time, by
taking the asafeetida in substance, prior
to the use of which, the patient, a deli-
cate female, had been harassed almost

o daily

™ Vid. Woodyille. Med, Betan. Vol. i. p. 216.
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daily with the fits. It must be aﬁknn}m
ledged, that after a few months, the asa-
fetida lost this good property, and the pa-
tient relapsed into her former condition,
In this' case, the Misletoe, in the dose of
two scruples of the powder, prepared in
the manner to be directed hereafter, taken
twice daily, and continued without inter-
mission for about two months, pgrfurmg_d
a radical cure; at least so far as we may
beallowed to use! the term radical, after a
lapse of more than two years, without the(
return of even one paroxysm. T
b g

In many irritable habits where opium
has been found to disagree, . or, Whﬂl’@;:‘;‘iﬁ’
long cqntinued use, the habit has become
so far reconciled to it as to reduce its ef-
fects, we have found this' medicine emis
nently useful, frequently, and indeed,

generally, producing all the good _eﬁ'gﬁs
| oo which
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whieh commonly result from opium, when
administered in the most successful man-
ner. According to Kaempfer,® who pub-
lished the earliest, and most elaborate ac-
count of asafcetida, the juice is infinitely
more odorate when recent, than when in
the dried state, which we receive it. He
says, ‘ Affirmare ausim, unam drachmam
recens effusam, majorem spargere fe-
torem, quam -centum libras vetustioris
quem siccumt ‘venundant aromatarii noss
trates.” Instanees of its utility in Epilepsy
have been related by Beaumes,” Berger,*
and Tissot.*

= - -

“We come now to the consideration of
the chief of the antispasmodic class.of me-
pi s . dicines,
* Vid, Ameenit. Exotic. p. 535.
¥ Vid. L c. p. 205.

Vid. D. de remediis in epilep. specific. usit. p. 13.°
4¥id. 1. c. p. 826.
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dicines, opium, and experience authorizes
us'to affirm, that its virtues justly entitle it
to such a distinction. The only case how-
ever in which we believe a radical cure
of idiopathic Epilepsy has followed the use
of this medicine, is the peculiar one be-
fore mentioned, as related by Dr. De
Haen ; nevertheless, the powers 6f opium
in mitigating the violence of this disease
are well established.” Many epileptic pa-
tients have a presentiment of the approach
of the paroxysm, and to such subjects we
have no hesitation in asserting, that opium
may be generally given with the greatest
benefit. 'Whether opium can be safely ad-
ministered without any auxiliary in every
_ o

b Vid. Sennert (Dan.) Medicin. pract. Tam. 1 p. 3}0.
—Tralles de usu opii. - Vratislav. 1760- p. 16.—
Murray Appar. Medicam. T.ii. p. 272.—Aetii
Tetrabibl. t. v. Serm. i. cap. 96.—Fothergill (1.)

Medical Obsery. and Inquir. Vol. vi. p.80.—
Aaskow, in Act. Havnien. T. 3. p. 176 1
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case of Epilepsy, may probably be doubt-
ful, but, except where an obvious pletho~
ric state of the system is the certain oc+
casional cause of the fits, this remedy may
be employed, not only with safety, but
with great advantage. . When however,
a plethoric state of the sanguiferous
system is the occasional cause of, this
disease, the .paroxysms of 1t canngt be
relieved ‘without the employment of the
lancet; the administration of active pur-
gatives, or digitalis; but, as there is
manifestly a great mobility of constitution
in all persons who are subject to Epi-
lepsy, and as over-distention « of the
blood-vessels of the brain is inyari-
ably followed by violent excitement in
the nervous system, thus it is somewhat
probable, even in those cases, if the fits
should continue after the previuus ple-
thora has been properly reduced, opium

may be very beneficially employed. ' s
As
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- As soon as the: symptoms; which gene-
‘rallyprecede the epileptic paroxysm, make
their appearance, the patient, if an adult,
should swallow from thirty to forty drops
of laudanum in a draught of camphorated
emulsion; the common eftect of which is
found to be the complete preventions of
“the paroxysm, and the restoration of the
“patient to his' usual health. ~When:the
“medicine fails in entirely preventing the
‘ suecession of the fit, its violence: and du-
ration are uniformly mitigated.., i

- Castor has been recnmmended. for the
relief of Epilepsy, and has ocaﬁsmnally
been fuund useful.©

" Musk has been celebrated as a--médi*
i 9rtd ) cine

= Thouvenel, Mem. sur les principes et les vertus des
“*  substancesanimales medicamentenses. p. 357
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tine of considerable efficacy in Epilepsy,

~as well as other convulsiwe disorders; and
instances of its success in these complaints
have been published, by Hoffinain,*
Maurer;® -Faber;* Quarin,*  Thouvenel,®

Cullen,” Unzer,” Akermann,* and others;

| against which may be opposed the testi-
mony of Dr.  Home, who says that *six
convulsive cases treated with large doses of

this remedy, were neither cured, nor in

the 'least relieved by it.” It is generally
found most efficacious when given in sub-

£ R R T - Stance

.k l}

“V]d Huﬂ'"'mann, Medic. Rat. Sj’ﬁl T. it p 25,
" Suppl. p. 59, 60. T.iv. p. 531
14 V_':d Comm. d¢: Medicam antepil. p. 25.
fVid. Anatom. Universal. L. iii, c. 15.

¥ Vid. Animadv. pract. p. 27.

“mNid, Memorres sur les princi pes et vertus Medica-
menteuses des substances animales. p. 352. 2
Bourdeaux, 1770.

1 First Lines. p. 305.
3 Vid. sgovogoray. Lib. ii, cap 2.
L ¥id. In not. ad vers. german. 'lusnt.i c. p. 310.

not. 66.
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stance, and in the quaﬂmy of from one to
two.geruples. ; o/ i want ade *maibied bn
6 by isif - zogohibnel nP el seses 1018
‘The .--ﬂmres Eﬂrdﬂﬂiﬂlﬁ# have ' been
strongly, recommended for .their antispas-
modic virtue, and they hold a place.in/the -
Materia Medica of ‘the British Pharma-
copeia upon - the authority. of Sir George
Baker; who, in the year 1767, read & papey, -
at the London College, om this ij-hm ;
In this:account, which has been since pubs
Jished in the Medical Transactions,' Sir.
George relates five cases, wherein the
floves: cardamines were sueccessfully, e}}}ﬁr
ployed, and in.a P. 8. to, the. second edi- -
tion, he says, ‘ Since the first edition of .
this volume, I have seen .sgve,r_a,_l_j i}:;sta,pi;gs,
of the good effects of the flores cardamines
in convulsive disorders. DBerger™ relates

| ' gﬁe.
I Vid. Medical Transactions, vol. i. p. 442. 1
» Vid. D. de remed. specif. in ep1!epsm umta& 1#9?
Lo oy L TR

p. 11.
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one instance of their utility in Epilepsy}
and Greding,” who tried itin a great num-
ber of cases, and in large doses, found it
successful in one case only. When em-
ployed in other hands' it has generally -
failed to cure Epilepsy. s
The Stramonium has been suceessfully -
administered to patients labouring undeér:
Epilepsy, and from the powerful narcotic
effects, which it uniformly evinees, there
can be but little doubt, that it would fre-
quently be ‘found an efficient remedy in
many cases of this disease. It was first
brought into notice by Baron Stoerck,®
who employed it in all convulsive cases
with advantage, and it has since been re-
commended by Reef, a Swedish physician,?
F Spalowsky,
» Vid. Ludwig. Advers. Medico. pract. vol. iii. p. iii.
p. 564. ;

© Vid. Lib. de Stram, &c. published in 1762.
¥ Vid. Strandberg, om. chron, spikd. p. 1G. -



66

Spalowsky,? Razoux,” Diirande;® and ' We-
denbergh,* on the authority of experience.
But Dr. Odhelius ‘appears to: have em-
ployed ~this’ medicine: with: even greater
success than any of his cotemporaries, for
he assures us, thatof fourteen patients
suffering under epileptic and convulsive
affections, to whom he gave the: stramo-
nium in an hospital at Stockholm,i eight
were completely cured, five were relieved,
and only onereceived no benefit.” Gre-
ding," however, who 'made many experi-
ments with a view to ascertain the efficacy
of this plant, was not successful; for out
~of

a Vid. Diss. de Cicuta, Flaraula er;.s, Stramnmu,
&e. 'p. 30. 3!

r Vid. Epistol. de Cicuta, Stramonm, Erc Nemaus:,
1780.

s Vid. Gardane Gazette de Santé. 1773, 1774. p. 143,

t Vid. Diss. de usu Stramonii, &c. Upsaliz, 1772.

v Vid. Vetensk. Acad. Handl 1776. p. 277. sq.

» Vid. Ludwig. Adversar. Med. gract mL i\ 259,
345.
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- of the rtiventy eight cases in “which -he ém-
ployed this/remedy, ‘only two were eom-
pletely cured; -fifteen received .temporary
relief, and the remainder not the least-be-
nefit. - Bergius® speaks favourably -of- the
stramonium, ‘declaring, ** Delirium -post

* puerperium scepe curavi.cum daturd; ubi
valia'« fefellerunt,” radding, - ““-Paritu: alla
. profuit adversus ideam fixam .ex . moerore
cum - deliratione  mansueta - conjuneta.”
-+ Dr. Cullen,” speaking on this subject,
:says; ¢“Lihavesmo doubt: that | narcotics
~-may-bea remedy in certain cases of Ma-
‘omiay ands:Epilepsy;-cbut I have not,
>~ and I doubt, if any other person has,
learned to distinguish the cases to which
such remedies are properly adapted. It
is 'thErEfure,' that we find the other nar-
_eoties as well as the stramonium, to fail

=

s oehdc Ol Hlow aor i@l i ey 21D

12X Wid. Mat. Med. p. 122.
¥ Vid, Mater. Medic. vol. ii; p.338. sq. &+ |
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in the same hands in which they had in -
other cases seemed to succeed. It is this
consideration’ that has -nccasiunedf.ﬂ.-my
neglecting the-use of the stramonium, and
therefore prevented me from - speaking
more precisely from my own ‘experience
on this subject.”™ “We have: seen two
cases of Epilepsy, inwhich the adminis-
tration of the stramonium:was attended.
with temporary success. = v o1 Lado
| i3
We did not however,-introduce this ar-
ticle, so much with the-view of extolling
its virtues in Epilepsy, as of marking with
just indignation and ‘abhorrence, ‘a prac-
tice, which, we have some reason to fear,
is but too commeon, even in this civilized
metropolis. - Various authorities might be
cited to prove that the peculiar powers of
this plant, which are too well known here,
as

Vid. Woodville. Med, Bot. vol. ii. p. 338. sq.
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as well as in eastern countries, have been
applied to purposes the most diabolical
and unnatural ;-one instanee of which, in
the course of the last -three-years; has
come to-our knowledge by -the confession
of the-perpetrator ; -and-here Haller’s as-
sertion, ‘“ Somnum adeo profundum facit, -
ut impune: pudicitia puellee violari possit -
quee hoc toxicum sumpserit,” was eruelly.
verified. This villain had long urged an
unhappy female, with all that mellifluous
flattery, whichso readily drops from the
tongue of a hypocrite; willingly to,sign her
own destruction;. when,, insulted,;as he
thought, by the eonstant resistance of one
so much beneath him in circumstances, but
far superior in all the virtues which adorn
humanity, fired by his insatiable lust, which
was allowed to reign without measure, and
without control, he conceived the horrid
idea of degrading himself so basely, as to

owe
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owe the accomplishment ‘of his wishes to
the sporific powers of the strameninm, A
just “sense of religion was insuficient to
deter-him from his purpose, and o sén:
timent ‘of pity ever softened his'inhdfman
heart: the ‘medicihe was therefore givet,
and, as'he had easy access 'to her'resis
dence, her ruin folowed 'This wietels,
writhidg under the ‘agonies of 2 wouridéd
conscience, having doomed the uhﬂ&*ppy
victim of his passion to “endless mzliérjr,
has ‘left this' country’ and gdﬁb;*ﬁ%@re
sooner ‘or later,’ Yengéance due to ihe
enormity of his crime will surely overtake
him. - i
Lo ek dahie
ansh fthe lemres and flowers o:f the
orange tree, but more especially” thé “for-
mer, have been held in high estxmatmn as
“a remedy in Epilepsy, and other cﬁﬁ’vul-
sive - disorders, Westerhoef, ___jwhn first
‘ made



71

made public this virtue of the leaves
nearly fifty years ago, transmitted an ac-
count of their efficacy to Dr. De Haen,?
who also experienced their good effects
in some convulsive diseases, but never 1n
Epilepsy, ‘after which they became a fa-
vourite réemedy at Vienna. Instances of
the efficacy of this medicine in Epilepsyand
many other convulsive disorders, are pub-
lished by Comparetti,” Gesner,* Stranberg,*
Marx,® and Loof.” Locher® also; who gave
this medicine to fifteen epileptic patients,
asserts, t.hat nine were e*ndently relieved by

90t

& Vid, Rat. mendend. T.wvi. p. 305. sq.

b Vid. Occursus Medici de vaga zgritudine. infirmi-
tatis nervorum. p. 304. Venetiis, 1780,

¢ Vid, Schwib. Samml. und, Beob. b. i. p. 198.

d Tid. Rosenstein in Haller. Epist. vol. v. p. 174.

¢ Vid. Observat. queed. Med. ‘Berolin. 1772. p. 33.

F Vid. Diss. Sist. Hist. Epalep fol. aurant, sanat,
Groningz, 1771. |

¢ Vid. Observat. Pract. p. 47.
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it,. but not. cured ;| and Hanes;} out.of*a:
number of .cases wherein he-employed: the
leaves of- the orange tree, -eured but one.
Their. employment -in this:'country,, <has
however, been attended with still less suc-
-Qess, 1as the experiments- of both - Profes-
sors Home' and Cullen,’ sufficiently testify.
We cannot close our: descriptiom saf sthe
vegetable class of medicines recommended
in ‘the cure of Epilepsy, without mention-
ing that. powerful plant digiﬁliﬂm: We are
not aware: that any, radical:-cure:of i Epi-
lepsy has been performed: by digitalis,
except the formidable one: mentioned by
'Parkinson ;* but from its powerful effects in
| 1educ1ug any inordinate aetion in'the vas-
cular

gl

STIRYY) ! ‘1{" 1)

Vid. Epistola ad Buchnerum de puem ep1lej:t1w

foliis - aurantiorum recentibus servato. ‘Fe&ahm,

5T 1??5 . S § T EOTHTY

i Vid. Clinical Ex.perlments P 211

i Vid. L. c.

& Vid. Theatre of Plants. p. 654.

ot oldnin
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cularsystem; we conclude; thatit might be
very advantageously employed, in those
particular cases of Epilepsy, where the pa-
roxysms evidently depend "upon such a
-cause, and thus generally, if not uniformly,
-sapersedec the employment of the lancet,
which vis'too often found ultimately to
‘increase- that plethora ‘which it was in-
r:te'ml:ﬂdrtm;remnve; 34 |
poii o Jworiiw,  var

; aSeveral metallic medlmnes have been
strenuously recommended in' the “cure of
Epilepsy. ¢ Arsenic has been employed,
butiwe have' no experience -of either it,
orthe/ Limatura Stanni, which have been
extolled by ‘some. - There are, however,
many symptomatic cases of Epilepsy,
depending upon the irritation of worms
i the aldinentary canal, in which this
medlune, if it really possess the anthel-
mintic powers Lummunly ascribed to. it,

may
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may be administered with a fair prospect
of success.'

The most celebrated remedy ‘in the
Materia Medica, for the cure of Epi-
lepsy, and other convulsive disorders, is
the Flores Zinci. This oxyd has been
considered almost as a specific” in all
convulsive cases. Mr. Benjamin Bell has
related two cases of Epilepsy in the Edin-
burgh Medical Commentaries, where the
oxyd of Zinc was found useful in 'miti-
gating the paroxysms, but did not, in
either instance, cure the disease: The
learned Dr. Gaubius™ was in the con-
stant habit of prescribing this preparation
of Zinc in Epilepsy, and all other con-
vulsive diseases, and has related several

' 1 cases

1 Vid. Fothergill, in Med. Obs. and Inq. Vol.vi,
‘London, 1784. n. Q. b
m Vid. Adversar., var. Argament. p. 113. Sq.
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cases; i which its exhibition' wasrattended .
with success. Dr. Hart, in an inaugural
dissertation < published at Leyden, has
enérgetically ‘contended for: the -utility of
Zine, 'and hasadduced several instances,
wherein' this/ oxyd  proved efficacious.
This'medicine has also been warmly com-
meénded by! Fouquet,® Liffler, Monch,?
Percival,® Rush,* /Dehne,* and others;
while; ‘on' the other hand, there are not
wanting “authors who have declared it to
be ' generally!dnert, frequently noxious.*
giodom bib tud weraysgakiq ledy Quw
u-Vid. Gardanne Gazette de/Sante, 1775, . |
9 ‘V;d_ Bmt,mgP z. Arzm. und. \rVundarzn Ih ii.

P Vid. S};sf;!émat Léhre von d. Atzneimitt, p. 277.

9/ ¥id.! Dufiean’s” Médic: Commentar.. Vol. ii. P, if.

xPr2als e b 2hie & 5 -
r Vid. dttto ditto ditto Vol. iii. P. i.
) 1 b o S - 21y Byl

-5 ;Nid. Martini Diss. cit. p. 56—62. 64.

* Vid. Cullen. First Lines, Vol. iii. p.392.—Meza
(Theoph., de) Compend, Med. Pract. Fasc. v.
p. 7-—Hartmann, Diss. sist. quest. med. supet
Flor. Zinc wusu interno —Carmmat ﬁpuscui
Theraput Vol.i. n. i o ol
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Our experience leads us to incline to the
latter opinion, for out of seven cases of
Epilepsy, in which we' have seen this
remedy employed, it not only performed
no radical cure, but could scarcely be
said to do any good. Itdid not even
appear to us to possess powers equal to
either the Cortex Peruvianus, Cuprum
Ammoniacum, or Ferrum Vitriolatum:

Of all the medicines hitherto recoms
mended, and at present’ eniployed in the
cure of Epilepsy, no one has supported
its credit so well ‘as the Cuprum Ammo-
niacum. The active naturé-of this metal-
lic tonic renders it, in unskilful hands; a
dangerous medicine ; but judiciously ma-
naged, it may be given with safety; and
often with success, to the yﬂungest-.iﬁ:-
fants. This was a favorite remedy with
Dr. Cullen,” who first brought it into
! : notice
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notice in Edinburgh, and the preparation
of it was consequently inserted in the
Pharmacopceia of that College. We have
experienced the good effects of this re-
medy in two cases of Epilepsy, after the
fallure of the Flores Zinci and Valerian;
in one of which, the disease was com-
pletely cured for more than sixteen
months, and the other eleven. After the
lapse of these periods the paroxysms
returned with increased violence, when
the former successful remedy was again
resorted to without producing any bene-
ficial effect. ; At all events, this prepa-
ration of copper: is entitled to more
confidence than any other medicine in
the present practice ; and, although the
physician will be frequently disappointed
in his expectations of its efficacy, still it
will sometimes perform a partial cure

even under unfavourable circumstances.
Michaelis,
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Michaelis,” who administered thisi'medi-
cine to fourteen patients labouring under
Epilepsy, relates, ' that ifour swere: com-
pletely cured, ‘and the vemainder veceived
considerable benefit. . Pfundel,%: Reil,*
Willan,¥ and ethers, join in the commen-

daunn of the Cuprum Ammoniacums/ s

' : SPTITBYNGT ()
- Another matallic; tonie, "~ fﬁ*lﬁ@iﬁ‘h&ﬁ%’hﬁ
frequently employed in the ‘cure of Epi-
lepsy, is to be found in the various pre=
parations of iron; and although experi-
ence does not admit of our Bésh&mng
gieat pl“&*!se on"the ufs& of" thls“ﬁiﬁ'd?ﬁne
| pabolagd s VS 080 LIRS G MO

-t Dudoliviic sapsn! wsesdsbiown it

¥ Vid, Medicin. Pract. Bibl. B. i.:8t.iii.p. 885.
T’ Vid. Uber d. Gebrauch d. Kupfersalm. in Ed:r
© Epil. in C. W. Hufeland Journ d. Pra.ctuch*

| Arzn, B, iiv'St. ii. p. 271. '

. Vid. ;Resp. A. Nenmann D. q.q”pp.ﬁxm ‘genuinis

_-morbis nervosis pe.,uhanhus Halz, 1702. -
& V:d Medical Journal. Lanclnrr, 1786 Vol. iii.
13, B
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in this particular disease, yet we have no
hesitation in pronouncing it, in a general
sense, one ofthe most useful articles in
the Materia Medica. Of late years, the
Argentum Nitratum has been much em-,
ployed-in the cure of Epilepsy, but we
have not been fortunate enough to find it
efficacious,” The Cerusca Acetata, has
been recommended in the cure of Epi-
lepsy, on the'authority of Agricola,® and
Jacobson,” -

. It might be reasonably expected from
the state of debility which frequently ac-
companies Epilepsy, - that the Peruvian,
Bark would. be as frequently found use-
ful in the cure of this disease ; and it Is
| but

|

# Wid. Sims Mem. Med. Soc. London. Vol, iv. n. 25
* Vid. Comment. et Obs. in Jo. Poppii chym. Medic.

p. 223. Dagio TESB6. S Ol .~
® Act. Soc. Med. Havniens. T. iii. p. 343.
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but justice to admit, that-in ‘many cases:
this expectation is certainly fulfilled. ' But
experience does not warrant us in be-
stowing a greater share of commendation
upon this article, as a remedy inthe.
Epilepsy, than justly belongs to some of'
the medicines before enumerated, and as
‘such we particularize the preparations of
copper and steel. The objections which
some physicians have urged against the
use of Opium in Epilepsy, apply with:
equal force, and consistency here;
and the same reasons, which authorized
us to countenance the administration of'
opium in this disease, in conjunction with’
those, which induced us to enter our
caveat against the free exercise of the
fancet, warrant us in strongly recom-
mending this medicine in many cases of
Epilepsy ; particularly in certain periodi-
cal cases unattended with a plﬁthbrfé
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state.of the system, for whieh we have the
aq;;hpnt:ﬁﬁtll)r Lullew: 2 adwsmsg
sepe Br BRETIEWh 40 31 RDOD DRGSR
-Br. - Home- r&h‘mﬁ, tha;tah £ of iseven
ummgilm-_m six: were either ‘cured,
or mitigated by-the bark. An:Epilepsy
of eight years standing, ~was much relieved
by: taking the bark for a month, and one -
of -two,, years- sta.achng, takmg it fqrxten
dag8e sediusa s has il G o3 USRI
e oIQRS | TAGMAGS 21 JEn Y
’13hptﬂ have been: some instances  of the
cure* of Epilepsy by the use of mercury ;
and.-Dr. Cullen appears to have counte-

nanced the practice. - Tha:trtheymmn}m,'
iz iy rrcaka s o0 i D55l thh

'1'

* Housséi {E J' ﬁ} Dms sur les part:es sensﬂ:les :
-dii corps animal, suivi d’un memoire sur les
-avantages, que procurent les frietions mercuriel-
les dans le traitement des quelques epllcpsles_ _

lcﬁnpathlques ete. A Lu-sanne ——Willis (Th.)
=M1§ cerebri, p. 46. ° De motbis.convul-
sm_s_ cap. 3. Riedlini (vlt} Observat. med.
“Cent. iii. obs. 71. p. 380.
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both complicated and symptomatic cases of
Epilepsy, wherein mercury may, be not
only useful, 'but indispensably necessary
to the cuxe of this disease, we can easily
eonceive; but, in all idiﬂpathic'caﬁesfof
Epilepsy, - the good. -effects of: memury
must be at least questmnable.r '
Vih it Ao
Having enumerated many of the' reme-
dies usually resorted to by physlmans
either for the radical cure, or mere pal-
liation of Epilepsy, and having also shewn,
that scarcely any one of them is worthy of
much confidence ; we 'shall now proceed
to deseribe the Viscus Quercinus, which,
we flatter ourselves, practitioners will find
not only the most safe, but the most effica-
cious remedy at present employed in the
cure of Epilepsy. |
A gsayeghib
The Viscus is a parasitical evergreen
~ shrub,
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shrub, ‘insinuating its radical fibrés into
the wood of the trées on which it grows.
Branches numerous,  fegularly” dichoto-
mous, covered with smooth “bark, of a
yellow green colour. ' Leaves spear-shaped,
blunt, entire, sltriated,- ‘standing in pairs
upon short footstalks. Flowers male, and
female in different plants, small, axillary,
n close spikes; Calyx of the male flower
divided ‘into four' ovate equal segments.
Corolla none. Filaments none. Antherae
four, “oblong; ‘attached to the Calyx.
Calyx “of the'female flower divided into
- four‘leaves; ‘which are small;/ ovate;, de-
ciduous,” placed on the common germen.
Corolld none.  Germen beneath oblon g,
l:hréé-eﬂged, indistinctly crowned with a
border with four clefts. Style none. Stig-
ma blunt, and somewhat notched. Fruit
a globular white smooth one called Berry,
containing a fleshy seed, which is inversely

Lt ¢ 2 heart-
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heart-shaped, blunt, compressed. Itgrows
on various kinds of trees producing its
flowers in May, but its berries remain
throughout the winter. This singular pa-
rasitical plant grows on apple trees, also
on the pear, hawthorn, service, oak, hazel,
maple, '- ash, lime-tree, willow, elm, horn-
beam, &c. 18]

The Viscus is the # of the Greeks, and
it is supposed to be propagated by birds,
especially by the Field-fare, and-Thrush,
which feed upon its berries, the seeds pass
unchanged through the bowels, and adhere
with the excrement to the branches of the
trees, where they vegetate.  Both the
leaves, and branches of the plant have
very little smell, and a very weak taste of
the nauseous kind. In distillation, they
umpregnate water with a faint, unpleasant
smell, but yield no essential oil. Extracts

made
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made from them by water, are bitterish,
roughish, and subsaline. The spiritous
extract of the wood has the greatest aus-
terity, that of the leaves the :gréateﬂt bit-
terness.®

. The Viscus should be separated from
the oak about Christmas, then gradually
dried. It is afterwards to be ground into
a fine powder ; which ought to be confined
in a bottle, and keptina 51tuatmn, where
both light and air are excluded ; as’ the
admission of either tends to deprlve this
vegetable of its natural efﬁcacy

Instances of the eflicacy of the Viscus
Quercinus in Epilepsy, are published in

o

the writings of Paracelsus, Lemnius,*

- Loseke,

Vid. Woodville. Medic. Boatan, Vol. iv. p, ]51
4 Vid, Paracelsus d& morbo caduco, p. 602,
¢ ¥Vid. Tr. de mirac, occult. natur. p. 148,
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Loseke,! Hannes,® Koelderer," Cole,!
Pliny,’ Swieten,* Pfundel,* Borellus,™
Boyle,” ' Colbach,® Baier,* Cartheuser,*
and Hartmann.” i

We are also informed, that the late Dr.
Fothergilband Dr. Gilbert Thomson:em-
ployed this medicine with greatsuccess/in

' ~the

f Vid, Abhandl: von auserles. Arzneim. Vierte Atuﬂ
p. 400.

¢ Vid. Diss. de puaro EPl]FPhCD ete. p. Bb

h Vid. Dissi de Visco. Argent. 1747.p.28. ) v

i Vid. Consil. etiolog. de,;asuq\}nd_aq} el:".'i{lr?ﬁﬁum:-‘
Lond. 1702. ;

i Vid. Histor. natur. Lib. =xvi. cap. 45. Lib. xxxv,
cap. 4. s

k Vid, Commentar, § 1084,

1 Vid. ' Diss. de spasmis tonicis visco persanatm
Jenz, 1783, 1aroakl

m Vid. Observat, medic. Cent. ii. obs. g{i

n Vid. Usefulness of experim. philos. p. 174.

o Vid. Diss, concerning Misletoe, &e¢. Edit. 3.

p Vid. Diss. de visco. Altorf. 1700,

4 Vid. Fundam, mater, medic. T. ii. p. 528,

* Vid. Prax, chymiatr. p. 20.

OfE)
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the cure of LEpilepsy ;- and. my learned
friend Dr. Willan ‘has experienced the
utility of this plant in the treatment of
that discase.

We have already confessed ourselves
ignorant of the precise  condition of the
brain, which constitutes the predisponent
cause of Epilepsy, we have also. stated
our concurrence with the opinion that no
radical cure can be effected in this, or any
other disease, without the correction or
removal of the predisponent cause, and
we come now to the confession of our ig-
norance of the modus operandi, of the
Misletoe. No theoretical deductions can
therefore be made in favour of the Viscus
Quereinus, and it must stand, or fall, by
its own merit. There 1s however one con-
solation 1n knﬂwing that the fate of this
plant cannot be more severe, than that

which
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which has invariably attended every “fa-
vourite remedy, hitherto recommended
in the cure of Epilepsy. '

The only person, except myself, who
has lately, within'my knowledge, employ-
ed’ the Viscus Quercinus in the ‘cure of
Epilepsy, is an ingenious Surgeon resident
at Moreton in Glocestershire.® M.
Heynes has experienced the efficacy of this
vegetable in at least three different cases
of Epilepsy, all of which had previously
baffled the skill of several eminent prae-
titioners ; and I beliéve myself correct in
stating that he has never known this remedy
fail in the cure of Epilepsy; on the con-
trary, ‘its exhibition has been uniformly
attended with success under his direc-
tion, |

0is g

#* Mr. Heynes.



89

My own experience warrants me in de-
claring, 'that of eleven cases 'of Epilepsy,
which were treated with the Viseus Quer-
cinus under my direction, during the
years 1802, 1803, and 1804, nine “were
radically cured, one was'fatal, and one
received no benefit. It is ‘however but
justice to observe, that although the Misle-
toe was administered in conseqlucnce of
ny advice ‘and according to my direction
in the last mentioned case, yet I never have
had an opportunity of seeing the patient,
and consequently cannot speak of the par-
ticular circumstance of the case ; and it is
also proper to state, that by far the greater
part of the Misletoe, which was employed
in this case, was not the Viscus Quercinus,
but Misletoe collected from the apple tree.

Since the last-mentioned period, T have
employed the Misletoe with success in

other
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other cases of Epilepsy, but a sufficient
length of time has not elapsed, to autho-
rize me to pronounce them radical cures.

I shall state the leading circumstances
of the eleven cases above mentioned, as

briefly as possible.

The first case, 1n which I .empl_ﬂy.e,d;
the Viscus Quercinus in the cure of Epi-
lepsy, was that of a gentleman in the
twenty-third year of his age, ;who, had
been the subject of Lpilepsy from the
third, or fourth .year of his  birth.
This case was hereditary, and had, gradus
ally inereased upon the patient, until it
was become so considerable, as to threaten
his intellectual faculties with destruction.
This gentleman had been under the care
of many eminent practitioners at difierent
times with various success; one while

finding
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finding  the ' violence of his paroxysms
mitigated under .their management, ano-
ther while increased. On' the fifth ef
March, 1802, he began to use the Misle-
toe, by taking two scruples of the pow-
der in a draught of camphorated emulsion
twice daily, and the use of this medicine,
(the dose of the powder being gradually
increased to two drams) was continued
without intermission till the twenty-first
day of June. The violence, and f{re~
quency of the paroxysms experienced no
visible abatement before the expiration of
the first month, from the commencement
of the use of the Misletoe ; but after this
period, they became cousiderably milder ;
and about the mddle of June, he bade
farewell to his almost constant but disa-
greeable companion. This gentleman has
since filled up the measure of his mortality
under the exhausting influence of an eas-

tern
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tern clime, without having, as [ am assured,
ever suffered any relapse.. ..

- The second and third cases were alluded
to'in the course of our observations on the
article “Valerian.,” 1 '

The subjects of these cases were in the
prime of life, and the fits, which had  ha-
rassed them for several years, were in
both very severe. = These patients took
one drachm of’ the powder of the Viscus
"~ Quercinus twice daily for nearly three
months, at the expiration of which time,
they were both completely cured ; nor has
the disease manifested any disposition to
return in either.  These patients were
treated with the Misletoe in the latter end
of the year 1802. . . 1ok

| il

The patient in the fourth case, in which .

the
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'Theieighth case was the most violent;
I ever witnessed.  The patient was appa=
rently a robust man of thirty years of age,
twenty-two of which he had been at various
times the subject of Epilepsy ; the parox-
ysmsin thiscase'did notoccur veryfrequent-
ly, nor even ever without giving warning
of their approach; butwhenoccurring, were
excessively violent, and long cofnitinued.
The plethoric state of the patient natural-
ly led to the employment of the antiplo-
gistic plan of treatment; by a rigid per-
severance in which, he was twice reduced
nearly to the grave, without reaping the
least benefit in “his complaint.  This pa-
tient continued the use of the Misletoe at
stated intervals for nearly six months, and
during this' ‘period, 'he drank regularly
every second or third morning, halfa pintof
tepid water, in which two to three drachms

of the sulphate of magnesia had been pre-
viously





















