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CASES

OF
THE SUCCESSFUL PRACTICE

QF

VESICE LOTURA,

&c.
B — RS

OBSERVATIONS,

THE {fubjetts which I have hitherto treated
upon, have required from me an examination
into a great variety of authors, in order that I
might appear, at leaft, to have handled them
with due care and attention; not to note as
new, what had before been regiftered,” and
not to carry on inquiries without diligently
tracing and concatenating former prattice

with that which I hoped to 1mprove.
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The only book to which I fhall now refer
the reader, upon this {ubjeét, is le Dran’s ob-
fervations in furgery; and it is to two pages
alone of that refpectable author, that I am to
confine my prelent obligation, for having
thus introduced into prattice, one of the moft
important and valuable acls of {urgery, which
the hiftory of thatart has ever recorded,

Non fingendum, aut excogitandum, {ed invemendum,

{fays Bacon. But to what purpofe is it, for
the wife to invent, if what they invent be not
applied? This negleted cale, which I fhall
copy from le Dran, is the only cafe that I
know of; and the fuccefsful treatment he
“gave it, is the only practice of the fort that I
ever heard of. But if there fhould be any
more cafes recorded, where the practice has
been repeated, and after a fimilar manner, I
fhould efteem myf{elf obliged to any one whq
points them out. '

Case



CASE BY LE DRAN.

OBSERVATION LXXX.

OF A DISEASED BLADDER.
[Tranflated from the French.]

¢ Tae bladder may be fufceptible of many

different difeafes, and often very difficult to be
known in their beginning; neverthelefs, it is
only by this knowledge, that a furgeon can
properly undertake to perform a cure. We
may {ay in general, that it is the property of
difeafes in the bladder, to create pains almoft
equal, during the whole time the urine is
difcharging; whilit the pains that folely de-
pend upon a fione in the bladder are only
felt with the firft drops, if the ftone is {mall,
~ or when it 1s in the neck, and with the laft
drops when the ftone is large.

“’On the 25d of May, 1725, a man of fifty-
five years of age, was received into the hol-
pital, who thought he was troubled with the
ftone. He could not retain above three or
four {poonfuls of urine, which obliged him to
make water every inftant, and in the evacua-

flon
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tion felt fevere pains, which began with the
firft drop, and continued to the laft. As the
patient complained of no other [ymptom that
could denote it was a {tone, I was in doubt
whether he was attacked with that difeafe or
not, and prefumed that his bladder was grown
horney, or at leaft difpofed to an inflamma-
tion, fince he drank plentifully of wine.

“ To be better fatisfied of his condition, I
founded him carefully,and found no fione. I
ordered him to be bled four times, prefcribed
him a regular diet, and emollient ptifans with
barley, marfh-mallow roots, and linfeed, to
correct the acrimony of the urine, if poffible,
and by this means to relax the fibres of the
bladder, which I plainly perceived were con-
tratted, fince in founding him at a time when
he had a firong inelination to make water, I
did not find a drop.

Purfuant to this indication, 1 injected a
{ftrong decoction of marfh-mallow roots, morn-
ing and evening. This root leaves a mucilage
in the urine, which fixing to the fides of the
bladder, defends it from the acrimony of frefh

urine f
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urine, and relaxes the fibres in the nature of
an emollient cataplafm. A patient cannot
be founded morning and evening, without
running the hazard of inflaming the urethra
and neck of the bladder; therefore to avoid
this inconveniency, I introduced the catheter
in the morning, and drew it out at night. In
ufing the injection, I defifted as {foon as the
pain felt by the patient convinced me that the
fibres of the bladder were fufficiently dif-
tended; and left that quantity of it in, for a
«quarter of an hour, more or lefs, according -
to the patient’s neceflity of making water,

In the {pace of a fortnight, the bladder,
which at firft could contain only two {poon-
fuls of injeftion, refumed by degrees its na-
 tural capacity, which I knew, by the quantity
of injection admitted without caufing pain.
To the decoétion of marth-mallows T added
barley-water and honey of rofes; and laftly,
barley-water with the vulnerary water. The
patient left the hofpital in a2 month’s time
perfectly recovered.”



The treatment of this cafe by le Dran,* was
conducted in the only poffible manner, that
human wifdom grounded upon long expe-
rience and faithful obfervation could fuggeft:
and with the propereft Inftrument that was
then known, if we except the flexible cathe-
ter by Heifter. The judgment and the art
of this refined {urgeon, of this modeft and
accurate phyfiologift, were fully competent to
the moft perfett intention. And there ought
therefore to be fome very ftrong reafon al-
figned, why there fhould have been but this
{olitary cale found upon record ; elpecially
when it is reeollected, that fo many cales
demand a fimilar treatment, and if that {imi-
lar treatment be omitted, fuch is the real
value of this difcovery, that no other method

* Henry Francis le Dran, Member of the Academy of Arts,
Surgeon to the King of France, Senior Mafter of the Surgeon’s
Company, Eldeft Surgeon and Demonfirator of Anatomy at
the Hofpital La Chante, appointed by His Majefty's Patent,
Apno 1724,

can
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can be a fubflitute for it. Of this I mean to
be underftood as {peaking pofitively.

There ought therefore, to be fome reafon
affigned, why this practice eftablithed by a
man of fuch eminence, has been ever fince
difcontinued. It was in my opinion owing
principally to two caufes.

Firft to the neceffity there then was of
introducing, either the metallic catheter, or
the flexible catheter by Heifter, as at that
time there were no better inftruments known.

The metallic catheter was too difficult
an inftrument to be introduced by every
body, and too painful to be borne; too dif-
ficult to be ufed in common praltice, feeing
that the urethra very frequently is allo con-
tracted : and the flexible catheter invented
by Heifter, never could have anfwered the
purpofe. If judgment decided, that the plan
of injetting the bladder was correftly right,
yet judgment defpaired of fuccefs from want
of proper inftruments, declined the attempt,
and yielded to the impraéticability of the de-

fign.
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fign. Every furgeon was not a le Dran.
- Every patient was not in a flate to endure
a metallic catheter twelve or more hours
within a difeafed bladder, {uppofing that
the attempt to pafs it was {uccefsful. And
it is not every furgeon that feems difpofed
to revive a dormant prattice, however ufeful;
he rather looks to follow the example of
others.

It 1s I think impoffible, in a book {o con-
fiantly read, that the cafe could have been
overlooked by every body until now. It
muft have been given up, it muft have been
declined in the very face of fuccels beyond
all poffibility of contradition. A cafle pain-
ful as the Stone, and that never could have
been cured by any other method, then or
now known; and a cafe fully and completely
cured, by the unequivecal procefs of inject-

ing the bladder.

The want of a better catheter than the
metallic or the flexible one by Heifter,
might have been a caufe for the praflice

having been difcontinued for a former part
of
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of the time, fince this cafe was firft publithed
by le Dran. It might have been owing to
meceflity. But I fear that modern practtice,
fince there has been a choice of an elaftic
catheter, may ftand rather felf condemned ;
feeing that by that very infirument, every
former difficulty is obviated.

The fecond caufe arifes from want of dif-
crimination. This caufe is ftated by le Dran
alfo, as has been feen in his introdution
to his cafe. The fymptoms of obfiruétion
in the urethra, of affettions in the bladder
arifing from various caufes, and of affettions
in the kidnies, all prefent themfelves to thofe
not converfant in treating complaints of this
nature, without fo much feeming difference,
as to enable them to form any true criterion
upon them ; or to feparate and diftinguith
one affection from another.

In the Fifth Edition of my ¢ Critical En-
quiry into difeafes of the urethra and blad-
der,” I have particularly noticed this obferva-
tion ; and I have there pointed out, for the
firfy time, I believe, that it has ever been

obferved,
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obferved, a leading principle, by which a
difecafed bladder is always to be detefted,
and diftinguifhed from any other caufe with
which it might be otherwife confounded. It
is this : that at no time the bladder can hold
more than a certain portion of urine, and of
courfe that at no time, more than that por-
tion, if fo much, can be ever difcharged at
once. For example thus: fuppofe that a
patient, for a feries of time, has not been
able to evacuate more than two {poonfuls of
urine, upon any effort; and {uppofe that
fuch has been the habit without any excep-
tion, for two or three months ; {uppofe that
mucus comes away with the urine, and at the
fame time, the urethra has been carefully
diftended by bougies; in that cafe, I fhould
have no hefitation in declaring, that the capa-
city of the bladder was contralted, and that
its contraCtion was juft in proportion to the
diminifhed quantity it would contain, from
a comparative view formed with a {ound
bladder. Whereas in all other poflible af-
fe€lions of the bladder, or within the bladder,
there will be times when it is not contracted,

that the full contents of a capacious bladder
can
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can be evacuated. This is a diftinétion a
preori ; but injeling the bladder will readily
decide the queftion a posierior:, for juft {e
much as the bladder will poflibly hold, can
be injeéled ; and by the fluid being meafured
when it is evacuated, any further doubt about
the nature of the cafe is completely removed.

The firft cafe I am about to produce, was
given over by me; and I had aétually dif-
miffed it as not to be relieved, when the pa-
tient beleeched me to give it a week's longer
attention, and before he called again, 1 had
refolved to try this method: as foon as I faw
him, I put the cafe of le Dran before him,
and he readily fubmitted to the application.

- This cafe will be found to be of very long
fianding, progreflively going or, and with-
out the leaft profpet of getting rid of it’s
own calamity, by procefs of confiitution, oz
by medicine, or by the moft conftant atten-
tion to a fuffering patient. It had com-
menced in the year 1788, it had availed itfelf
of the advantage of opinion of John Hunter,
at a time when his fame was at the highefi
: ‘ cele-
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celebrity ; it had I may venture to affert,
every advantage of recovering in the moft
temperate, rational and firiCtly corre€t pati-
ent, that can be found in any fociety. This
muft be taken into the account, as it thows
that nothing retarded the recovery of the
patient all this while, but the want of a right
remedy. He favoured his condition as much
as pofiible, and did not, like many patients
provoke an aggravation of {ymptoms, by in-
difcretion either before or after he had
fubmitted himf{elf to the care of his furgeon.
And although I have nothing to do with what
patients bring upon themlelves, before they
apply, yet with all the anxiety and zeal natu-
ral to the profeffion, in the confideration of a
man of honour, it is better and more for his
intereft to be without an irregular patient,
than with one,

Dr. Whytt in the ¢ Medical Effays and
Obfervations, publifhed by aSociety at Edin-
burgh,” has made the following obfervation.

« As authors have fometimes been accufed
“ of framing hiftories to {upport a certain
““ theory,



i .18 %)

* theory, or raife the value of fome favourite
“* medicine, I thought it might be proper to
¢ add the gentleman’s own attefiation of the
 truth of what has been above related.”

I perfectly agree with Dr. Whytt, as to
‘the {pirit of the queftion. But as I know the
delicacy of patients and that the idea of their
names being publithed would deter many
from applying, I think it would be more
decent and prudent not to publith names.
That delicacy muft be*obferved. And al-
though there are fome who cheerfully permit
their names to be publithed, in attefiation of
their cafes, yet I judge it more prudent that
{uch, even fhould be {upprefled; as the
publicity of them might deter others from
fubmitting their cafes, for fear of an advan-
tage being taken, againft their inclinations.
It is upon this principle, that I have accord-
ingly formed the refolution not to publith the
name of this patient, even although I had
his permiffion, and the cafe is drawn up by
himfelf, referving at “the fame time every
document for the infpetionsaf thofe whom
it may concern, either u éui the ground of

g ( curmﬁtry
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""CASE 1.

MISTORY OF THE CASE OF H. A. Efq.

(Copied from his Letter.)

““ DEAR SIR,

¢ YOU with me to fend you a ftatement
of my cafe, from its commencement to the
prefent time. I fhall give it you as correttly
as I can,

« It was in the {pring of 1788, that I was
advifed to apply to the late Mr. John Hun-
ter, on account of a difficulty in difcharging
m.y -urine, which I had for fome time labour-
ed under. He paflfed an infirument into
my bladder, and pronounced my complaint
to be a fpafmodic affeftion on the neck
of the bladder. He diretted me to take
hemlock pills, which I did to the number of
more than four hundred. Finding no benefit
from them, and firongly impreflfed with the
apprehenfion of a ftone forming, Mr. Hunter
at my requeft founded me, but without
= ce making
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making any difcovery of that fort. Atlength,
finding the hemlock pills; inftead of doing
me any fervice, begin to affet my nervous
{yftem, having increafed their number from.
two to eight in a day, I quitted them and
their prefcriber together; thefe pills being
the only attempt he made towards my relief.

« 1 went on for fome years after, ignorant
of the true nature of rhy complaint (as it
has appeared fince, Mr. Hunter himfelf was
alfo) taking palliating things.

« At the end of April 1796, I put myfelf
under your care. You paflfed bougies into
my bladder, and when you had arrived to
that ftage, as to be able to pals the largeft,
you began to enquire, if the fymptoms were
at all abated. That was not the cafe. The
true nature of my complaint was yet to be
afcertained. You had a confultation with
Mr. Edward Ford. You founded my blad-
der again, and difcovered no fione, but found
that the inftrument could not fweep freely
within the bladder. Yourecommended me to
keep the urethra open with bougies, and to

live
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live upon a diluting abfiemious diet, calcu-
lated to palliate a condition you feemed to
defpair of curing. In fhort you difmiffed
me. But on my requefiing to call upon you
again, at the expiration of a week, and
begging that you would in the mean while
reflet upon what more could be done for
me, you then fhewed me the cale by le Dran,
and we readily refolved to try the fame
- means.

“ To afford as clear an idea of my cafe
as I poflibly can, I conceive I fhould detail
it, by ftating what my {ymptoms were before
the injection was applied to the bladder, and
what they were after.

“ My f}rmptams before, were an almoft
continual’ inclination to urine, in the day
time, and in the night rifing for that pur-
pofe from the bed feven, eight, and nine
times, with feldom any thing like a con-
tinued fiream of urine, the volume {mall,
and the quantity from two to three {poons-
ful, and that with great uneafinefs. From
the firft of my finding the difficulty of

urining
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urining above mentioned, my urine was ac-
companied with mucus; and it generally
was of a firong red colour, mofily turbid,
fometimes ropy, and it had continued thus
for many years. Another formidable {ymp-
tom was growing on me apace, a coniiant
fiate of 1rritability, and which the moft tri-
vial incident, notwithftanding my own men-
tal precautions, would frequently provoke ;
feeling at thofe times great irritation and
uneafinefs in the region of my bladder.
Walking on wet grafs, and being in damp
rooms, would bzing on a ftrangury.

“ Such, Sir, was my flate as nearly as I
can recollet, previous to the operation of
injeting my bladder. Time by neglect, and
by the want of proper treatment, of courfe
gradually reducing me to a worfe and worle
condition.

“ The account of my fubfequent condi-
tion will, happily for me, be more com-
fortable and pleafing. My urine has been
no way perturbed or mucus difcharged, fince

March laft. I retain it much longer in the
day
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day time, and I rife upon an average three

times in the night only. The quantity of

urine difcharged in the night at thofe three

times, is generally about three half pints.

The quantity my bladder would hold when

you firft began to inject it, could not pofli-

bly ever amount to three ounces, with mu-

cus included. You encreaied the capacity of
my bladder, fo much by the operation of in-

jeCtion, as when you left off this time twelve-

month, it would contain nearly fourteen

ounces. And I have by injefting myfelf
occafionally fince, rather gained upon that

quantity, although I have purpofely difcon-

tinued it for more than a fortnight at times,

without finding that 1 loft ground. The

irritation on the bladder, [ have greatly though
not entirely fubdued, by a rigid adherence

to your directions of leffening iy quantity of
animal food ; and I have experienced, that

if at any time I forget myfelf and indulge that,
way, I am punithed.®

NOTE BY THE AUTHOR.
# [ exa€led this mode of treatment from this Patient, becaufe
he was naturally a robuft man, had 2 good appetite, and a ten=
dency to inflammatory attacks. He was aged 58 years.

Thus,






CASE 11,

A Genrremaw from India, refiding at Ham-
merfmith, applied to me, in the {pring of
1797, for a complaint in his bladder. His
{ymptoms were, a conftant folicitation to
urine, a difcharge of two or three {poonsful
at a time, and more mucus along with it, than
I had ever been in the habit of feeing, ex-
cept in one cafe before. His urine before it
had fettled, looked like whey. The patient
was about 50 years of age, ftoutly made,
but harraffed by a hot climate and difeafe.

Independent of the bladder affetlion, he
had a fever of a remarkable delcription, and
which he told me was called in India, the
jungle fever. It came on fomewhat like an
Englifh intermittent, in point of {ymptoms,
regularly at every full and new moon. At
each of thofe periods, he was confined to his
chamber, for four days. His pulfe was quick,

his
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his head ached, his ftomach was fick, and his
complexion was yellow. This debilitated
him exceedingly, and kept him fo much
down, that he was not able to profit from
his native air. |

I went to Hammerfmith -but once to fee
him, and that was purely on purpofe to exa-
mine the condition of his urine. To {atisfy
mylelf, whether pus or mucus was the fedi-
ment he defcribed, as being conftantly ob-
ferved accompanying his urine; and I had the
fatisfaction to find that it was the latter.

From this time, although he told me that
bougies would do him no gooed, 1 began to
mtroduce the bougie to fatisfy myfelf during
the ufe of 1t, and to draw conclufions from
obfervation, during the time of ufing i
what might be the nature of his complaint.
And during the ufe of the bougie, as I fuf-
pefted, from the nature of his periodical fever,
that moft probably his liver might be affect-
ed, I availed myfelf of that opportunity of
oiving him pills of quickfilver for at leaft
five weeks. I found the return of his fever

gradually
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gradually declining, his pulfe beating more

flow and more firm, his firength encreafing,
infomuch that he was able to walk to my
houfe from Hammer[mith, which he could
not do at firft, and from this time his health
began to mend apace. I then defifted from
‘he mercurial courfle, and exchanged it for an
infufion of columbo root and fieel.

Notwithftanding this favourable alteration
in his health, the bladder affetion continued
the fame. The bougies had, before this time,
completely opened the paflage of the urethra;
but the conftant folicitation to urine had not
abated in the fmalleft degree. Mucus was fiill
difcharged, the portions of urine were as dimi-
nutive, and the irritation as great as ever.

This complaint had commenced many years
ago. And my patient informed me, that he
fought in India for remedies in vain, that he
had been in the conftant habit of ufing bou-
gies, that he had given himfelf up as lofi
when he fat out upon his voyage home ; and
that his reft in particular was {fo much dif-
turbed, that he had not known for years what

it
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it was to enjoy a comfortable night. He was
particularly attacked about eleven o’clock at
night, and had a conftant folicitation to urine
till two or three o’clock in the morning ; as
if the irritation went on as long as there
was any urine fecreted, from what he had
drank during the day; and then the parts be-
came quiet. During thefe paroxyfms, he
had fometimes no command over his power
of urining. |

I bad purpofely kept back from the pa-
tient any intention of applying the Vefice
Lotura, until this period of the cafe, from
two motives. The one to open the urethra
well, left when I attempted to introduce the
catheter, I might be difappointed. And the
other to watch the nature of the difeafle, to
fee if it changed at all by time, by bougies,
by fomentation=, by clyfters, by opiates, and
by the remedies which I had ufed for his in-
termitting fever.

Finding at length, that the cale of the blad-
der was confirmed in my mind beyond all
poflibility of a wrong prognoftick, I imparted

=y
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my intention to my patient, and was fortu-
nate enough, which gave me great fatisfac-
tion, to be able on the firft trial, to introduce
the catheter and injeft the bladder. The
Vefice Lotura had not been applied more
than twice, before the patieﬁt declared his
confidence in the remedy. I was at firfk, not
able to leave more than half a wine glafs full
in the bladder, and that remained not longer
than a minute. Whereas in a few days, the
guantity received was encreafed beyond ex-
petation, remained much longer, and when
evacuated, the -patient defcribed his fenfa-
tions in the region of the bladder, to have
been more foothed, fince the commencement
of the operation, than he had ever experienced
before, from the firlt attack of the difeafe.

He repeated his vifits every day, and every
ether day, very anxioufly, until we arrived to
the pitch of injefting at leafi twelve ounces
at a time. At this period of the cafe, I in-
vited Mr. Edward Ford, of Golden Square,
during the procefs of injettion, to fee it. And
fhortly after, as I miffed the patient for a
week, and he being at that time provided

with






CASE IIIL

A GextiEmMaN of the Excife Office went
down to Harrowgate, for the benefit of its
water, but was completely difappointed. He
there met a friend of mine, and it was in
confequence of his recommendation, that he
applied to me, in the {pring of the year 1796.

He was about 56 years of age, tall but not
corpulent, of a ruddy complexion, not that
fort indicative of high health, but fuch a one
as thofe have, who have been at fea, and have
lived freely; whofe hands and whofe face
have a tendency toalivid appearance; a fort
~of weather-beaten face. I queftioned him as to
his manner of living, and though as I {ufpeéi-
ed, {pirituous liquors did make a portion in
his drink, yet I am inclined to believe, that he
did not take it to a degree of intoxication ;
and that he did not abufe his conftitution
more, by that privileged poifon, than other
moderate
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moderate {ubjeéls do, who have yielded to the
{pontaneous habit of conftantly taking it, or
who have been driven to it, as a fubflitute for
wine, fince fuch a duty has been exatted upon
that moft neceffary ariicle of life; and fince
not even a drawback upon it, has been allowed
even for the poor, in a work-houfe. Nuthing-
is more common, and nothing can be more
prejudicial, than for perfons affliCted with
bladder complaints, to take to gin; and no-
thing is more common, when once they have
taken to it, than for them to like the difeafe
for the fake of the remedy.

This patient’s complaint, when I firfi faw
him, was a frequent difcharge of his urine,
over which he rarely had any command.
Sometimes it flowed from him as he walked
about, involuntarily ; and fometimes, when he
knew his bladder was charged with a largifh
portion, he could not urine at all. At other
~ times, his urine would fuddenly ceafe to flow,
during the aét of urining; and upon thefe
laft occafions, his efforts would be encreafed,
and his pain acute; profufe fweats would
burft forth; and if he was then taking his

walk,
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walk, as he was conftantly in the habit of
doing, from the office to his houfe at Iiling-
ton, he was forced to lean for lfome time,
where he could find a place, and by fhifting
his pofture, he generally fucceeded in obtain-
ing an evacuation, and confequently pro-
curing eafe.

The fymptoms of his cale pointed out fo
plainly the nature of his complaint, that it
did not require much confideration to deter-
mine it to be either gravel or ftone, but
moft probably the former.. Upon introduc-
ing a bougie of a middling fize, I found the
capacity of the urethra extremely narrow, to-
wards the neck of the bladder; and the pa-
tient then informed me, that he frequently
found clots of blood come forth with his urine.
I afcertained another fact by inquiry, namely,
that the capacity of his bladder was not lef-
fened, or at leaft to no great degree. Think-
ing that the firft thing to be done was to
diftend the urethra, I began the cafe with
pafling bougies for that intention,with recom-
mending a fomentation of the decoétion of
poppies to be applied in the direCtion of the

D urethra,
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urethra, and with prefcribing, then, a decoc+
tion of bark with elixir of vitriol to be taken
frequently in the ufual dofes, but foen chang-
ed it for lime-water.

My patient went on thus till the month of
Auguft, without the f{malleft abatement of
fymptoms. Having about this time expe-
rienced the advantage of the Vefica Lotura,
I concluded that it was expedient at leaft,
to throw lime-water diretly into the blad-
der, inftead of {ending it circuitoufly there,
through the conftitution; and more expe-
dient than by the fhort paflage even, in-
vented and defigned by Dr. Darwin. In
order to be able to effet this, I paflfed the
largeft bougie I could get, to procure a pal-
fage for the catheter, as I had hitherto been
foiled whenever I attempted to pals it.

This idea opened to me a very enlarged
train of refleftion ; and my reading an excel-
lent paper by Dr. Whytt, in the medical ob-
fervations of a fociety at Edinburgh, encou-
raged and enhanced the value of it to that

-degree, that it was impofiible for me to refiit
the
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ilie defign. Nothing befides the want of
proper infiruments was the obftacle, at the
time Dr. Whytt wrote his paper, to the prac-
fice then ; and this has been the obftacle ever
fince, to this felf evident procefs. A furgeon
ought always, in order to reafon fairly upon
what has been done by former furgeons, to
alcertain what inftruments were known at
the time they publithed their cafes, and by
that determine the degree of impfovement, at
leaft fo far as infiruments have a concern in
the advancement of the art. Dr. Langrith has
encouraged the fame idea, but to his fuccefs
alfo, the want of proper infiruments was the
obftacle ; and that was what rendered the
practice impratticable, 4t leaft upon the
human bladder of a male {ubjeét at that time.

I fucceeded in paffing the elaftic catheter;
but not on the firft attempt, injeCted lime-
water diluted with warm water, and found
what I was not at all furprifed at, that the
bladder would contain and retain more than
eight ounces. I went on thus, not every day,
for more than a month. ~ The bladder was

D2 able



[ 4% '}

able to hold the injeted fluid, and the pa-
tient departed with it.

. During the pratice of the Vefica Lotura
upon him, the patient regained his conti-
nence of urine, and {carcely ever called with-
out bringing with him, fragments of gravel
which he had difcharged, and fome with
the greateft difficulty, of an irregular figure.
I recommended him ftill to keep his urethra
open with the largeft bougies that the urethra
would admit, during the procefs of injec-
tion. Whilft he was injeting, it very fre-
quently happened, alter the bladder had been
fully diftended by the repetition of the in-
jettion, that the water would fiop all of a
fudden ; by then pafling a bougie to diflodge
the piece of gravel from the neck of the blad-
der, it would flow out again, until the bladder
was empty. It was concluded upon the cel-
fation of this fymptom, that there was no
more gravel to come away; and this was
judged to be a proper criterion to decide
upon, when the procels ought to be dil-
continued. For as the bladder could be com-

pletely filled, and repeatedly filled, the prel-
fure
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fure of the full bladder in the expulfion of
its contents, conftantly brought the gravel
within, to the neck of the bladder, when it
either fiuck fait, and thereby ftopped the
current of fluid, or came forth through the
urethra with the current. !

Thefe equivocal fymptoms having totally
cealed, I difcontinued the injeftion, leaving
it to the patient to keep the urethra open
with bougies. For as I could not' take upon
me to {ay, whether more gravel may or may
not hereafter be formed, I thought it right
for him to be prepared, with the only pol-
fible power of procuring the difcharge out of
the bladder, of whatever extraneous {ubftance
might have been hereafter collefted within it.
-And as this gentleman left me perfectly fatis-
fied and at eale, I rely upon it, that if he had
ever fince experienced any return of his com-
plaint, I muft have heaid {rom him, or have
{feen him again.

I thall not take upon me to affirm, which
of the three remedies I applied was the caufe
of diflodging the gravel, reftoring the conti-

nence
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nence of urine, and giving eafe to the pa-
tient. If enlarging the paffage of the urethra
could have fingly done it, an opportunity for
that, was given for months, without any vifi-
ble alteration, and whilft at the fame time,
the patient was drinking lime water. Whereas
the fact is, that it was not until the appli-
cation of the Vefice Lotura had been re-
peated, that the patient either regained his
continence of urine, evacuated the gravel
from the bladder, or found eafe. |

Case
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CASE 1V,

A Gentreman of very high eminence in
literature, aged 66, who had enjoyed as good
a thare of health, as ever fell to the lot of any
man, was attacked in the {pring of the year
1797, with frequent folicitations to urine,
attended by firong fenfations in the glans
penis, and great pain during every aét of
urining. He had, at that time, a temporary
lodging in St. Martin’s lane, and applied to
Mr. Winfield, a reputable apothecary in the

{ame fireet, who treated his complaint in a
judicious manner, and under whofe care, the
patient flattered himfelf that he was getting
better. '

In confequence of this, infiead of returning:
to his own houfe in the country, to nurfe his
condition, the patient paid a vifit to a family,
in the vicinity of Streatham; and finding
there, that the {ymptoms had not {ubfided,

but
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but on the ﬁﬂntrar}', were rather aggravated,
he applied to a medical gentleman of that
village, who gave him remedies to the belft
of his judgment, and who promifed him,

that his painful affe¢tions would foon decline,
and that in a few days he would be well.

This prognoftic not proving to be exaétly
verified, he took rather a fudden departure
from the family where he was, and retired to
his own houfe at Chifwick.

On his arrival there, he applied to his friend
Mr. Curtis, a very refpectable praétitioner of
that place, who after adminiftering what
medicines he thought proper for the cafe,
and finding that they did not avail, recom-
mended to the patient, to have a bougie
paffed up the urethra, the better to afcertain .
the true nature of the complaint.

The patient, not from want of confidence,
but from dread, did not then adopt his {ur-
geon’s advice, but deferred, from time to
time, that piece of falutary admonition. Such

mnfiances are very frequently {een, where the
opinion
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opinion given by one medical man will be
reje€ted by a patient, which, when infifted
upon by a fublequent one, will be adopted.
This is done, without reflefting that no man
who is denied the means of his own treat-
ment, can either pofiibly confer a folid bene-
fit on his patient, or come off from the cafe
with credit to himfelf.

Under the dread therefore of every thing
like a furgical operation, this patient went
on, in a ftate of [uffering during the fummer,
until the month of Auguft, when I paid him
my firt vifit at Chifwick. Having had the
honour of knowing him, previous to this
attack, I had the mortification of finding my
friend fomewhat changed by the coniiant
pain of difeafe. But his urbanity, {pirits, and
manful deportment were as confpicuous as
ever; or perhapshe then exerted himflelf, and
difplayed his powers, to fhew that he was
not eafily conquered, with his friend by his
fide.

Mr. Curtis not being prefent, this was only
a vilit of oblervation. I found that his dil-
eale
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safe was a confiant folicitation to urine, ai=
tended with great pain, and an affeétion of
the glans penis, never evacuating but the
fmalleft portion, not exceeding a fpoenful
at a time, and confequently the repetitions

ameunting to more than forty times, in the
eousfe of the day and the night.

After having thus far informed myfelf, I
requefied that he would put by his urine in
glaffes, and agreed ta meet Mr. Curtis, when
we would pafs a bougie, and further judge
en the true nature of the eale. On our
meeting, we found the urine of a wheyifh
caft, charged with an uncommon quantity of
mucus. We paffed a bougie, found an eb-
ftru€tion in the urethra, but was able to pafs
2 beugie of a middle fize into the bladder.
We recommended a fomentation of decec-
tion of poppies, to the region of the bladder,
and an opiate at bed time ; and that the bou-
gie thould be repeated, increafing gradually
its fize. Soda water was alfo advifed, as part,
of his drink. The patient {oon acquired the
knowledge of introducing his own bougie,

and
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and foon arrived to the power of paffing one
of the largeft degree.

When thefe remedies had had their fair
play, without much feeming benefit, the aét
of urining being as frequent as ever, and the
quantity at a time, as fmall as ever, we then
recommended a {yftem, fomewhat of the to-
nic nature, to bathe the perinzum in cold
water, in which bay falt was diffolved, and
prefcribed, as a medicine, infufion of colum-
bo root with acid of vitriol. Thus we went
on, without any abatement in the number of
times of urining, although there was an appa-
rent diminution of irritation and mucus, until
the middle of the month of November. My
patient then came to town, and the procefs
of Veficee Lotura was then commenced.

We were fortunate in introducing the
catheter at once. The faft was, that he did
it himfelf better than any body elfe could do
it for him. Whenever he failed, as it was
fometimes the cafe, I could not then fucceed.
The firft application gave a momentary pain,
what was injeCted was not retained a minute,

and









OBSERVATION.

It is to be prefumed that the cafes I have
already given, and more efpecially thofe
which follow them in Part II. will tend as far
as they go, to diftinguifh the affettions of
urethra, bladder, and kidnies; to difcover
more readily the true feat of the difeafe ; and
to afcertain more clearly the true caufe and
treatment of it: and whether allo it arifes
from inflammation, or {crophula, or fione, or
merely from fimple firiCture in the urethra
only.

We have lately feen an expenfive work,
engravings of the confequences of difeafe in
thefe parts, asthey have appeared in prepa-
rations after death; fome from this collec~
tion, fome from that, and fome from t’other;
but without the {malleft explanation upon
them, without a fingle infiance of the {fymp-

toms,
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toms, or the treatment of any of them, being
defcribed. The difeafed appearances have
been certainly recorded by the engraver in a
very mafterly manner. But without the hif-
tory of the cales being annexed to them, to
what good can thefe engravings tend? What
poflible purpole in praltice can thefe an-
fwer? Can any praflitioner underfiand or
profit from them ? They furely can never be
confidered of any other value, frem want of
the delcription of the fymptoms of the cafes
being annexed to them, than as fo many
inftances of parts in ruins being thus
eftablifhed upon record. The caufe that
produced either of them f{iill remains as hid-
den as the caufe of the flones at Stonehenge
in Wiltfhire; or the caufe of the ruins now
feen in Egypt. Dr. Baillie has, from choice,
thrown his cales far back into antiquity. Dr.
Baillie, Dr. Stukeley, and citizen Denon,
have left their fubjels equally open to con-
jetture,

We know thefe fals as they are thus {een
in the engravings, fometimes before, znd
might know them always after death, And

when
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when they are thus pointed out, with the cir=
cumitances of the cafes explained with them,
they are always of folid value. We know,
that the bones of the cranium can be de-
firoyed by the venereal difeafe; that the
kidnies can be wafted by ftone, by fcrophula,
and by true inflaimmation; that a fiftula in
ano can be conneéled with the re€tum; that
a catheter can force a paffage into the blad-
der; that a bladder can be contratted; and
that a firiCture in the reCtum can caufe the
fzeces to defiroy the villous coat, the cellular
fubftance, and the mufcular part of it; and
by that means the faeces can and will pafs into
the abdomen, fo long as the patient lives. But
does this knowledge of what is poffible to
happen, and of what muft happen by neglett,
teach us how to prevent or to remedy fuch
effets? Perhaps what I have aflked might be
thus an{wered: No fuch purpofe was ever
intended by the publication. If that be the
cafe, I am anfwered. So much for the folid
part of the argument.

The Doétor muft excufe me, if I now be-
come a little playful, and after my own man-
ner,
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ner, upon the phenomenon of his nymph in
whofe ovarium were found four real teeth, a
curdly fubftance, and a lock of hair; and
whofe hymen was imperforated. The Doc-
tor has given us the engraving, but the Roy-
al Society has been honoured with a ftate-
ment of the cafe at large. This might have
been deemed a judicious diftribution of fo
uncommon an occurrence in the fantaftic dif-
play of nature. The Doétor has divided his
{miles. But I might be permitted to obferve,
that there is in this plate, a fmack of the
flavour of uncle John. The true racinefs
of his vineyard. His touch in the brain, his
fabulous fuppofition, and his affumptive
importance, are firongly marked in the ex-
preffion of this preternatural incident. There
muft be teeth in this preparation or nothing. .
Any thing refembling teeth, but not teeth,
would not do. But is the Dottor aware, that
this report of teeth before birth, is notalto-
gether new? We have it, in utero, and well
authenticated  already by former anatomical
reporters ; but I muft confefs, nothing is {aid
there of an imperforated hymen by them.

E Nox
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Nor do I know whether they publifhed it in
a fafciculus.

¢t The midwife wonder'd, and the women cried,
O Jefu blefs us! he 1s born with teeth !!{*

If T had been confulted, I fhould, mofit
certainly, have recommended this prepara-
tion to have been fent to Don Saltero’s, and
placed in a confpicuous fituation, clofe to
the Spanith padlock. This would have
brightened up the dying fame of this once
highly renowned collection, now for ever
eclipfed by thofe of Windmill and Great
George fireets, and Lincoln’s-inn-fields. Don
Saltero’s colleétion has lafted its century.
Time has bruthed it away with all its cob-
webs. Such will be the fate of the proudeit
of thofe which now remain, only becaufe
they have been fince colletted.

This has been, and now is, of ferious con-
fideration. If the colleftors, or purchafers,
for the honour of poffeffion might be bought,
and therefore, the honouris in the pofiefior,*

* If buying a mufeum makes an anatomift, buying a watch
makes a watch-maker.
be
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be ambitious after immortality, however they
may affett to {coff at a comparifon with Don
Saltero, this modeft Sloanean difciple of
Cheney-walk, Chelfea, it would be well for
them that their names were as certain to
fecure immortality as Don Saltero’s is. He
is recorded freely and independently by Sir
Richard Steele in the Tattler; and who will
dare to fay, that the Tattler will not be read
as long as the Englith be either a living or
a dead tongue?

The fucceffors to Don Saltero have not
yet in their power to pronounce with Ho-
race,

‘ Exegi monumentum &re perennius,”

as Don Saltero has. To rival Don Saltero’s
fame might be a much more difficult tafk than
they at firft {fulpeted. Another Sir Richard
Steele muft firft of all be found to weigh
their merit, to determine upon their value,
and to refcue them from the “fink of years,”
whilft Don Saltero

¢ Shall flourifh in immortal youth !

Xxton, Printer, Great Portland-ftrest,
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CASES

OF THE SUCCESSFUL PRACTICE OLF

VESICAE LOTURA.

ALSO,

CASES OF PHYMOSIS.

WITH

A DESCRIPTION OF THE

OPERATION FOR ITS CURE, &c.

OBSERVATION.,

AS the firft Cafe in Part the Firft, to which

I muft refer the reader, gave caufe to

this practice; I thought proper to inquire

how the patient had been from November,

1797, to September, 1802.---The following
i1s his own report in anfwer to my requeft.

R Casr



CASE 1.

Blackheath Hill, Sep. 13,1802,

“ DeAR SIR,

“T fit down with increaled fatisfattion to

comply with your defire, that I would ftate
to you my general condition, fince I gave you
my report of my former cafe, and its cure in
November, 1797. This may happily be done
in a very few words: But I do not know
whether it will be right to confine myfelf
to merely faying, that I have been far from
retrogradée in my experience of comfort,
from my bladder complaint having been
then left in a very improved ftate. Perhaps
as fo many years have fince elapfed I thould
be more particular.

“ During all that time I have generally
injeCted my bladder with warm water, and
ufed bougies once a week. But when I have

deferred
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deferred either application longer, I very
feldlom found any inconvenience from the
omiffion. The average quantity of water
injefted has been from twelve to fourteen
ounces. 1 have, in general, found little
mucus in my urine, and when I have, a
more frequent repetition of injettion has
diffipated it. But the cold eafierly winds
at all times, and patticularly thofe fo long
prevalent in the {pring of this year, affeCted
my bladder very much, caufing the moft
powerful, and the moft acutely painful irri-
tations, rifing to atual inflammation on its
neck, which were much mitigated by the
remedies you prefcribed, but not entirely
removed, until a milder ftate of the atmof=
phere fucceeded.

“With refpect to the retention of my urine,
I rife two or three times in the night: but
for thele few months paft, and at prefent, T
do not difcharge my ufual quantity.*
‘T have generally adhered to the temperate
diet prefcribed, but have lately indulged

* The caule of this was owing te~perfpiration being increafed
from fummer’s heat. Editor.

R 2 pretty
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pretty’ much in animal food, without find-
ing any bad effetts from it. But I have al-
ways fuffered in my bladder when I bave at
any time much exceeded my ufual quan-
tity of wine, abftaining rigidly, however,
from the ufe of brandy, or any other {piritu-
ous liquors. Walking on wet grals, or in a
damp room, continues fiill to teach me cau-
tion: and my bladder is fiill fo fulceptible,
that any fudden firong emotion or agitation
of mind immediately caufes a degree of mo-
mentary irritation upon it.

< After all, I may obferve in general, that
there is, and, I prefume, ever will be, as a
confequence of my complaint having been
unhappily fo long negleéted before I applied
to you for relief, a firong tendency in it to
collaple and indurate, fo as to induce my
conviction that I owe the comfortable fiate I
at prelent enjoy, folely to the frequent injec~
tions and I think there cannot be a thadow
of doubt that had it been taken in time,
and treated as you have treated it, I fhould
have had to boaft of a complete cure, as for
humanity’s fake I truft many others are now
rejoicing in. But after all, take my cale,
together
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together with my prefent condition, and I

think it may be fairly confidered as having

done more honour to this moft happy difco-
very of the Veficae Lotura, than any cafes of

its efficacy which may have fubfequently

come under your praftice. I beg you to
believe me at all times with the truefl efteem

and regard, -
Dear Sir,

Your moft obliged,

and faithful humble fervant,

“ Jeffe Foot, Efq. H A*

T'his gentleman was married in November
last.

Casr



CASE II.

This was a fecond attack of the {fame ac-
complithed literary and eminent dramatic
author, whofe cafe is defcribed as the Fourth
in Part. I. It came on in January, 1800, two
years after the firft attack, from which period,
till the {ymptoms then returned again, he
remained all that time perfeéily well.

It began with great irritation, and a profufe
difcharge of mucus. The patient urined
every half hour, and confequently a very
{mall portion at each time. His urine was
mixed with blood: his pain and irritation
were great and conftant.

As he now refided at Brompton, and as it
was conceived naturally that a great deal of
care and attention was neceflary for affifiing
a cale of fo fevere and perilous a nature, he
took lodgings near to me, and where he

was
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was occafionally vifited alfo by his friend
Dr. Pearfon.

The firft intention was commenced by fo-
mentations, by giving mucilaginous medi-
cines with opiates, and by diluting ptifans.
After perfevering with thefe for more than a
month, it was obfervable, that not one {ymp-
tom was abated. On the contrary, the
ftrength of a patient turned of {eventy years,
with all thefe {ymptoms, was greatly and
alarmingly diminifhed: his appetite was gone,
and milk diet was his main {upport.

I was fo much alarmed at his fituation,
that I warned his moft intimate friends of
the approaching danger. I doubted of the
fuccefs of a recurrence to fave him by our
former remedy, the Veficee Lotura. 1 feared
that it would prove to be merely a golden
dream. In fhort I dreadéd to refer him to
try to pafs a bougie, in order to pave the
way for injeting the bladder. My only feint
hope was, in his having had himfelf experi-
ence in paffing bougies: and this is a2 won-
derful acquifition in a fiate of danger, for

thofe
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thofe that do know it, know the value of it,
and how to appreciate and apply it.

He undertook it, and though he did not
{ucceed the firft time, he was conicious that
he fhould, and did. In the courfe of a week
1 was enabled to injett the bladder. The
bladder then by any poflible power could
not be made to contain more than an ounce
of water. He did not evacuate {fo much, but
it would hold that quantity. By continuing
on the injeétion for ome month, it was
brought to the condition of holding half a
pint. All the {ymptoms abated, and he was,
under the dire¢tion of Dr. Pearlon, com-
pletely reftored to health, and has continued
fo to this hour. Aftonifhing as this might
appear to fome, yet-this cafe defies the moft
fiubborn feeptic upon earth, The inclina-
tion not to believe often arifes from a with
that what is faid, fhould not be true. There is
that propenfity in nature belonging to many
men, and it is always difcernable when they
only half affent, or feem indifferent either to
praife or blame. The fatt is, that this gen=
tleman is himfelf conftantly and naturally
warm in his report of his own cafe: and it

is
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is too notorious to be denied, though one-
cannot hinder it from being difputed.

OBSERVATION.

Thus there having been a fufficient time
elapfed fince the application of the procels
of Veficee Lotura in my former publications,
and having had the opportunity of afcertain-
ing the fiate of two of the patients out of
the four upon whom the procefs had been
firft tried, I have thought it a duty due to
my readers to acquaint them of what had
fince occurred, and how the cafes of thele
patients ftood at the prefent time. Thefe two
were always confidered as the moft promi-
nent and important cafes.

Having gone very minutely in a former
pamphlet, A Critical Enquiry intd the
difeafes of the Urethra,” &c. and in my
« Treatife on the Lues Venerea,” into the
nature, and variety of caufes of affettions
of the urethra, bladder, and kidnies, as
far as I then knew; it is my intention now
only to remark upon the caufes of thefe

feparate
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feparate affeCtions, as each cafe offers, for
the fake of explanation upon it.

Amongft the caufes, as the cafes offer, [
fhall demonfirate to a phyfical certainty, that
natural phymofis, and too fmall a perfora-
tion of the glans penis, are caufes of dan-
gerous affeftions of urethra, bladder, and
kidnies, and that nothing but the operation
fitting for either will be the foundation of a
eure. This has not been generally attended
to, or what has been generally done has been
{o done as to be difgraceful to furgery. Still
I muit be fo candid as to allow that I know
there are fome, and thefe among my friends,
who are apprifed of the importance of this
fubjeét, and who treat it as 1 have done,

Cales produced from fcrophula, from
fcurvy, from true inflammation, and from
intemperate habits, will be particularly dif-
tinguifhed. The fhare that the application
of the Vefica Lotura has in relieving fome of
them will be particularly remarked upon, as
well as the limited fhare from reafoning
upon a phyfical certainty, that the application
of caufiic can have in the cure of thefe affec-

tions
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tions. It will be found that the worfe they
are, and more dangerous they are, the greater
will be the mifchievous effetts of the appli-
cation of caufiic. There cannot be an opi-
nion more dangerous to {cience, than that
delperate cafes neceflarily require defperate
remedies. On the contrary, they are often
{ubdued by patience, and the mildeft means.

Cask



CASE IIL

A young man, naturally of a robuft habit
of body, came to me, and gave the following
report of himfelf. That he lived with a dif-
tiller of {pirituous liquors in the city, and that
he was conftantly about the fiill, feeding the
fire and pouring off the liquor. That he had
been attacked with a complaint in his urin-
ing two months before I faw him, and that he
was an out-patient at an hofpital, under the
care of a phyfician: but finding that he did
not receive any benefit, he was induced to
apply to me.

Upon examining, I faw that he made his
urine in very I{mall quantities, about an
ounce at a time, and that it was difcharged
with mucus. No furgeon had feen him, nor
had any bougie been yet paffed up the ure-
thra to alcertain the caufe, and the feat of

his affe¢tion. He complained of the urgent
neceflity
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neceflity of diretly urining, and of the pain
attendant on it. A bougie was paflfed of a
{ufficient fize, to juftify the affurance of my
being able to pafs a catheter, in order to in-
ject the bladder. Warm water was injeted
into the bladder, and it received about as
much as the urine difcharged at each time,
which 1 have obferved was about an eunce,
I put this cale under the care of my nephew,
Richard Foot, of whom I had formed, from
his great talents, the beft and brighteft prof-
pefls, but who, alas! is now no more! He
repeated the injettion of warm water every
day for three weeks, during all this time the
bladder . was conitantly dilating, when every
fymptom, by this application, and this. only,
was removed, the bladder being refiored to
its full capacity.



CASE 1V.

During the procefs of injeting the blad-
der of the patient, in Cafe III, he obferved
to my nephew, that there was another
attendant on the diftillery who had been
obliged to quit the {ervice, as bad or worfe
than himfelf. That he had been attacked in
the very fame manner, that he had been alfo
an out-patient at the fame hofpital, and that
he was not in a ftate of amendment. The
young man came the next day.

Upon his being examined, and making his
urine, that diftin¢tion which I have never
had any reafon to doubt, which is conftantly
difcernable, and readily made between the
difcharge of ropy mucus, fuch as accompa-
nied the urine of the former patient, and the
pus which accompanied the urine of this pa-
tient pointedly offered to our obfervation.
The pus was difcharged in exceffive quanti-

ties:



ties: the patient, who was a very comely
young man, appeared tabid and exhaufted.
Injettion of the bladder did not reach the
cafe; and at the end of three weeks, during
which time he was a faithful attendant in the
hope of a cure, the procels was difcontinued
as ineffettual.

OBSERVATION.

My opinion is, that the caufe of both thele
attacks was owing to the aftion of the fpi-
rituous gas upon the habit. Not by their
drinking {pirituous liquers, as they both of
them appeared to be cleanly, fober, and truft-
worthy men, but by the air they breathed
being charged with the {pirituous gas. That
the kidnies of both were firlt of all attacked,
that the former cafe was refiored by the kidnies
having not yet gone into abcefs, but that the
{fubftance of the kidnies of the latter was quite
defiroyed. Although T have obferved that
neither of thefe two patients brought on
their complaints by drinking {pirituous li-
quors; yet, perhaps, there is not a more
general caule for inflaimed kidnies, and
making bloody urine, and the worft of con-
comitant {ymptoms, than thé habit of drink-
ing {pirituous liquors.



CASE V.

A very refpeltable clergyman, aged 54,
called upon me, and ftated his complaint to
be a frequent propenfity to urine, {ome-
times to the amount of ten times in a night.

Upon examining into the cafe, I found
that I could pafs a bougie of the middling
fize, and upon his urining before me, at a
time when he was forced to difcharge it, I
found that he could only fill a wine glafs of
about two ounces. I alked him, whether at
any time he could evacuate more than what
he now did before me? He faid, that he
could but very rarely, and at the moft not
much more. That the repetition of urining
increafing, and the quantity at each time
diminifhing, was what gave him fo much
alarm in the cafe. That he felt himfelf ian-
guid, and almoft worn out by the {fmall dif=
charges, and the increaled exertions. That

his



his nights were difturbed, and upon every
exertion he was expofled to excefs of per-
{piration, which, in a great mealure, relieved
~ him. His appetite fell off, and his digeftion
was accompanied with flatulence. I was con-
fident, from what I had already obferved, that
what obftru€tion was perceived in the urethra
was not the caufe of all thefe effeCts. Having
{ucceeded with the greateft facility in pafling
up the catheter, I began direttly to inject
the bladder. About two ounces of warm
water was thrown up before it was obliged
to be difcharged. The patient feemed to be
pleafed with the effets of the operation. He
faid it foothed the fenfations {fo uneafy in
his bladder. It was repeated ten times in the
ten following days. The quantity received
by the bladder increafed very faft. His por-
tions of urine were increafed, and his repe-
titions of urining diminithed. He took the
apparatus home with him, and followed up
the prattice himfelf. But when he left it off]
he found a propenfity in the {ymptoms to
return, and then he returned to the procefs
again,

" OgSER-



OBSERVATION.

As every perfon fhould endeavour to find
out the caufe of a complaint, becaufe it will
lead to a cure, and as I always endeavour to
find out a caufe, by which I am furnithed
with refources for a cure; I muft own that I
was rather embarraffed in this cafe, in not find-
ing out the caufe. But very lately the pa-
tient called upon me in a ftate uncommonly
mended, and told me, that, he was certain,
vexation had been the caufe of his com-
plaint. That he had been forced into a fuit
of law, that now it was over, that his mind
was at reft, and that the fymptoms no longer
fhewed a difpofition to return. I have every
reafon to think that this was the caufe. He
was not an irritable man, but he was a man
of nice feelings, forced into contention he
could not efcape: and in all probability,
had not the difeale been thus counteralted,
he would have fallen phyfically a martyr to
it: and the more fo, becaufe I can take upon
myfelf to fay, that in this inftance I am not
provided with another remedy, that could
have been a fubftitute for the Vefica Lotura.

Case



CASE VI.

A wholefale tradefman in the city, aged
24, called on me for a complaint in urining,
He appeared to be a very fober liver, and
rather of an athletic habit. But there was
an oddity in his manner that denoted him to
be of an uncommon caft of mind. He faid that
he had frequent folicitations to urine in the
night time as well as in the day; that it kept
him out of fociety; that it was imagined by
his relations, that his complaints were merely
fanciful; that he was pofitive as to what he
{uffered, and that he almoft defpaired of be-
ing ever better, as he had tried the effefts
both of bougies and medicines.

I paffed a bougie, and found the urethra in
a ftate of difeafle, near the neck of the blad™
der. By comparing bougies with thofe he
had paffed, I found that he had never paffed

C 2 any
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any of a fufficient fize, to jufiify from that,
the found fiate of the urethra.

I then attempted to pafs the catheter, but
could not get the {malleft into the bladder.
There was evidently a tenfion on the region
of the bladder, and the patient ﬂmched on
its being prefied.

At this time he made but a fmall portion
of urine, which appeared turbid, and of a
brownifh caft. I requefted him to have
leaches applied to the perinzum, to fit over
a hotdecoction of poppies, orif convenient to
foment with the fame, and to call on me the
next morning, bringing with him the urine
he had made through the night. The urine
was fair enough in quantity; he faid it was
made at feven times. Its appearance was of
a brownifth caft, fuch as I denote to be fiale
urine, that had remained in the bladder
longer than it ought; and at the bottom
there was, after it had fiood awhile, a depofit

of mucus.

I tried in vain to pafs a catheter. But by
repeating the application of leaches twice,

by
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by the ufe ot the poppy fomentation, and
by increafing the fize of the bougie, in the
courfe of a fortnight I fucceeded in paﬁing
the catheter, and injecting the bladder.

In this cafe, the bladder was found to be
capable of holding about fix ounces. This
was twice as much as he was capable of eva-
cuating ever at any one time, In the courfe
of about two months, by pafling bougies, and
by injecting the bladder, it was brought to
hold more than twelve ounces; and he could
pals his urine in the {fame proportion, his
repetitions of urining being confequently
decreafed.

OBSERVATION,

There being {fomething wild in the man-
ner of this patient’s relation of any thing, I
was at a lofs to what caufe ' to atiribute this
continued complaint, for he had perfifted in
defecribing it to have been of long ftanding.
But towards the latter part of his attendance,
he at laft informed me, that when he was at
{chool, he had hurt himfelf in the perinzum,

by leaping over a tomb-ftone; that the parts
had






CASE VII.

F

A gentleman, abont forty-eight years of
age, lent to me to come to fee him. |1
found him with a large family, in great
anxiety about his fituation. He appeared
low, was confined to his chamber, and di-
reftly as I came in was in the act of urining; T
looked at his urine, and {aw it pale and tur-
bid; and after it had ftood a little while, 1
faw there was pus at the bottom of the
glafs.

What the patient thought to be of very
great importance in relating, I did not think
much of; therefore I fhall not go into a ftate-
ment of it. In this cafe there was nothing di-
reétly flattering that could be thought on, no-
thing that could be attained by any means that
promifed an inftantaneous cure; for if any
cure was to be expeted, it muft arife out
of the firength of the habit, by the patient

{ub-
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fubmitting to firi€t regularity, and by deriv~
ing, from time, an advantage over a cafe
which was, in the prefent condition of it.

precarious and uncertain.

He had been a complainant for many
years. He was a ftrong active man naturally,
had been a very free liver, and it was at that
time he had experienced an attack upon his
kidnies, which had terminated in abcefs.
The fituation in which I faw him proved to
be an exacerbation of {ymptoms from the
prevalence of eafterly winds, which is ever
inimical to every complaint in which the
urinary fecretions are concerned.

It did not appear that he had ever been
totally free from a depofit of pus at the bot-
tom of his urine at any period of the year:
but there were periods when he was much
better than at others, when he was more free
from pain in urining, and when he could go
through the day without relaxing from the
cares of the day, and without aid for pro-
curing reft at night.

I could
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I could get a catheter into the bladder on
the firft trial: and after having injefted his
bladder, though he did not make more than
a wine glafs full of urine at one time, I
found that the caufe was not in the bladder,
as it would almoft hold its quantity, notwith-
ftanding his folicitations to urine were as
frequent as ever, and the quantity difcharged
at each time as {mall as ever.

The feafon of the year being unfavoura-
ble to his quitting his room, I recommended
to him a perfeverance in injeéting the blad-
der, efpecially as he found that it abated
irritation, and that it alted as a fomentation.
And I flattered him when the violence of the
{fymptoms had abated with the feverity of
the feafon, that by the firiCteft diet, and
guarding againit obfirutted perfpiration,
there might be a chance, from the length of
time fince the abcefs of the kidunies had firft
been formed, that he might go on favour-
ably; and that there were inftances where
partial abceffes have terminated by a perfett
recovery, under the fevereft regimen.

(OBSER-
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OBSERVATION.

From obfervation it is apparent that it is
poflible that there might be an abcefs formed
in one kidney, and {iill the office of urining
can be carried on by the other: and that
there might be a partial abcefs of one kid-
ney without its fo far defiroying its organi-
zation, but that it might ftill difcharge par-
tially if not wholly its office.

And from this cafe, and another, which I
fhall produce, I am not induced to think that
every abcefs, even of the kidnies, 1f rightly
defined, and timely attended to, is to be un-
derftood as altogether a loft cafe.

This was a cafe of Oftober, 1798, and I
know that the gentleman is fuill lLiving,
though not well of the difeafe. This was a
complaint brought on from free living to-
tally. But a fcrophulous habit 1s the moft
general caufe of affettion of the kidnies,
when it appears to be an affetion inde-
pendent of, and not {ymptomatic of a {tric-
ture in the urethra, or difeafed bladder.
Generally fpeaking, an abcefs of the kidnies

1S
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CASE VIIL

A young gentleman applied to me for an
affeCtion in the urinary parts. It was in the
latter end of the month of November, and
when the feafon was remarkably fevere. Upon
examining into his ftate of urining, 1 found
that the quantity he made at a time was from
an ounce to an ounce and half; and as he
made it each time by my defire in feparate
glaffes, I found that there was pus at the bot-
tom of each glafs.

I paffed a bougie without much difficulty,
but it excited firong {enfations of pain, and
he appeared to dread the attempt of it at
every repetition.

In making the neceflary inquiries into the
hiftory of the cafe, as it ftood previous to my
feeing it; he told me,that he had loit a brother

in the fame fiate. He appeared to me not
much
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much emaciated. He had red cheeks, and
thick lips, which were conftantly chopped
and fore: and in his neck there were {cars,
demonfirative of a {crophulous habit. It im-
mediately firuck me that the complaint was
of a ferophulous nature.

With fome difficulty I fucceeded in injeét-
ing the bladder, and found it contrated to a
degree beyond any condition I had feen
before. I tried every means to facilitate the
injection of the bladder. I continued on
injeting it for nearly a month. I flattered
myflelf at one time that I had gained a little
ground, but it was only vifionary. He al-
ways appeared to me as if he defpaired of
getting well: and indeed the dread and the
pain, that he exprefled whenever any thing
was done to him, abfolutely led me to wifh
to decline offering to do any thing. Al-
though fuch was the fiate of the cafe, his
countenance, when nothing was to be done
to him, would appear placid: he would drefs
himfelf, and walk out between breakfaft and
dinner, and might have paffed as a young
man in a fair ftate of health.

Upon
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Upon a confultation held upon his cafe,
it was determined, that he fhould proceed to
fome fea-port, in the weft of England; there
to avail himfelf of the warm fea baths, and
the mildeft air. He accordingly went there:
It was in the {pring following, that I had the
melancholy account of his death.

OBSERVATION.

I have not found it an eafy matter to fay'
which of the parts was firft attacked in this
affetion. It was evidently fcrophula: but
whether it commenced in the bladder and
profirate, and ir. confequence of their being
difeafed, the Lkidnies became affefted; or
whether the affeétion of the kidnies was the
firft, and that of the bladder and profirate, a
conlequence, I am not prepared to anfwer.
But at the commencement of this attack I

thould {uppofe this queftion might have been
ealily decided.

Nothing yet tried in the praétice of fur-
gery can lo well afcertain the ftate of the
bladder, as injeting it. It is a criterion by
which the feat of a difeafe can be afcertained

te
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to a certainty, whether it be in profirate,
bladder, or kidnies; or whether in one or all.
In this cafe, I am pofitive the pus came from
the kidnies, by the fame portion of pus com-
ing forth with the urine, before the bladder
was rinced with warm water, as well as after.
A diftinétion here fairly offers itfelf, by which
a prognoftic of the event of a cale, where
the kidnies have gone into abcels, might
derive fome affiftance.

Kidnies that have gone into abcefs in con-
fequence of inflammation from free living,
or from any other true inflammatory caufe,
might and frequently, under correction by
diet and medicine, do get well. But that
expecttation in an abcefs of the kidnies from
{crophula will be much more remote and
doubtful. T f{aw a patient laft fummer, who
had an abcefs in one of his kidnies, and for
fome days the urine was full of pus. The
fac of the abcefs came away in pieces. Thefe
pieces ufed to ftick in and about the neck of
the bladder, and in the urethra, when the
urine, as it was difcharged, came forth with
a guggling flatus, that might have raifed an
extraordinary conjecture (as it did with the

patient )






CASE IX.

It was in February that I was applied to,
by a letter from Northampton, upon the cafe
of a farmer, who had an attack in his urinary
parts.  The defcription of the cafe commu-
nicated by a clergyman was not {ufficient for
me to form any criterion upon it.

In the month of June I made a journey to
the patient. I found a man about forty years
of age, with a {ettled red on his cheeks, as if
they were always fluthed ; and with one eye
totally opake. His urine had found two or
three paffages through the perinzum, and
part of the fcrotum. Thefe parts were all
callous. Whenever he evacuated his urine,
part came naturally, and part by thefe dil-
ealed openings,

I had brought with me the {malleft catguts,

fmall bougies, and fmall catheters. I remained
D there
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there a day and half; and every time I tried, I
paffed a catgut into the bladder; and when
it was withdrawn, the fiream of urine by the
natural paffage, became mended. I left fome
catguts, bougies, and catheters, with a fur-
geon, and departed with firong hopes that
the natural paffage would be enlarged, and
that the difeafed paffages confequently
would heal.

Towards the autumn, as he did not get
better, the patient came to town, and under
my care. My objeét fiill was the fame, to
enlarge the natural paffage by every pofiible
means. But I never fucceeded. Sometimes
I could pafs a bougie, and {ometires not,
juft in proportion to the degree of irritation
on the parts. There was one particular {ymp-
tom in this cafe that always excited my worft
apprehenfion of it. Every effort of urining,
which was made by his getting upon his
knees, produced fo much pain as to caufe the
patient to utter groans loud enough to be
heard even in the fireet.

After trying every thing which appeared
probable to ferve the cafe to no fuccefsful pur-
pole,
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pole, for nearly fix months, the unfortunate
{ufferer ceafed to urine altogether: and for
the Iaft week of his exiftence became deliri-
ous, attended with the moft profule perfpi-
rations. Upon examination of the parts,
with Mr. Edward Ford, it was found that the -
kidnies had gone into abcefs,and that the blad-
der was contratted and abraded. There was
fufficient evidence that the ftate of the kid-
nies was the caufe of his death.

OBSERVATION.

In my review of this cafe, I have not the
{malleft doubt of its originating in fcrophula.
I was flattered with the hope of opening the
natural paffage of the urethra, or otherwife
undoubtedly I would not have approved of
his coming to London. His fufferings, his
refignation, and the duties, as they were in
the tendereft manner difcharged by his affec-
tionate wife, their conftant devotion, and
mutual loving kindnefs, made every day im-
preflions more painful to me in proportion as
I found the power of furgery, at leaft of
mine, ineffetual. The profufe per{pirations,

and the delirium, were obvioufly produced
D 2 from






CASE X,

A merchant in the city fent to me, or at
leaft his domeftic furgeon applied to me in
his behalf, to call upon him, with the hope
of deriving benefit from the application of
the Veficae Lotura. I found the patient in an
emaciated (tate, but I obtained an eafy accels
to his bladder. Upon injecting it, I found that
it was not owing to the condition of the blad-
der, nor to the profiate, that the ftate of the
patient could be attributed. The bladder
had butvery little concern in the cafe. Injec-
tion uf warm water did neither harm nor good.
His urine was difcharged in very {mall quan-
tittes, and there evidently came away with it
a great proportion of pus.

This gentleman had been fo unfortunate
as to have fubmitted to the application of
cauftic,
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cauftic,* and, perhaps, that had aggravated
his cale: for at any rate, the moft interefted
admirers of the practice of cauftic muft ad-
mit, that the application of it, to any good
purpefe, cannot extend beyond a firi€ture in
the urethra, beyond the point where the
cauftic can come within contaét of the part
really and folely affected. They cannot fay---
that ifthe firifture in the urethra be not the
caufe of the other affetions, for which they
who favour the indifcriminate ufe of caufiic
from that reafon, or from an indifference to
any reafon, indifcriminately thus ufe it---they

# In apparently a fimilar cafe to this, that of Lord M at
Chelfea; the cauftic had been applied by Mr. H for a feries
of tirﬁcs, and he was left as well. Ulumately, a few months after-
wards, upon opening the body, there was found a {tone of three
ounces weight in the kidney. There was never any other obftruc-
tion in the urethra, but that of irritation from the affeftion of the
kidney. This I will, from my experience, take upon me to fay,
as [ attended the cale to the day of us death, and could fometimes
pafs abougie, and fometimes it was impoffible, juft in proportion
to the degree of pain and confequent irritability. 1 was never
able to injeét the bladder.

His Excellency, Baron K——, had the cauftic alfo applied by
M:. H under the like miftake, for a fuppofed firifture in the
urethra. I was called to him afterwards, and by inje€ting his blad-
der difcovered a flone. In a few days after I faw him, he expired,
and a very large ftone was found in his bladder.

Two thirds of the cafes,for which cauftic is applied, are fimilar
to thefe,

cannot
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cannot lay---that the influence of the cauftic
ought to extend beyond the part to which
the caufiic, at the point of a bougie, is thus
applied. 1If by its application to a firi€ture
in the urethra, when it was prefumed that
the firi€ture there was the caufe of all the
{ymptoms the patient was then {uffering.
any have done well who would not have
done well by any other means, thofe might
be thought well of, who treat cafes after that
manner. But from what falls within my ob-
fervation from prattice, I find that indifcri-
minately caufiic is applied by one, or by
{ome prattitioners, without the fmalleft defire
or intention of making any diftinétion what-
ever. |

The refult of this cafe is not particularly
before me, I only faw it four times; butIam
{orry to fay. that I faw enough of it to be
convineed, that I fhould not have applied
cauftic for its cure. This is my opinion of
cauftic for the cure of ftrictures; aud I will
venture to affert, that I have the opinions of
all intelligent furgeons with me. I have
fince had the opportunity of knowing, that

this
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this gentleman foon after died. This was
beyond a quefiion a cafe of the kidnies.

I would not have the reader to underftand,
that thefe are the only cafes where I have feen
cauftic mifchievoully applied. I could furnifh
a volume of them. Cauftic is wrongly and
mifchievoufly applied in every cafe that does
not originate in the urethra: and cauftic is
wrongly and mifchievoufly applied in every
cale that does originate in the urethra, un-
lels the milder means have been firft tried,
and have failed, which they feldom will do if
enough of art and attention be employed.

The attion of caufiic upon the urethra iz
very injurious to the kidnies. This is proved
by the fhivering fits which frequently follow
the ule of it. Some patients have a fhivering
fit after every application of the caufiic.
Thefe thivering fits are caufed from a reten-
tion of the urine in the habit, owing to the
kidnies cealing to fecrete it. Subfequent to
each fhivering fit, profufe perfpirations fol-
low, as in the cafe of ague, by which channel
the urine is carried out of the habit, until the
kidnies are again in a flate to reflume their

office.






CASE XI.

A gentleman, aged fifty-eight, of a very
robuft habit, and a high liver, applied to me
in the month of December. I am thus parti-
cular in naming the {eafon of his application,
becaufe I with it to be underftood, that every
{ymptom of urinary affetions is aggravated
by the cold feafons, and more efpecially by
eafterly winds: and as 1t is at this {feafon the
patient feels himfelf the moft alarmed, fo it is

at this feafon that he generally applies.

He appeared to be very much opprefled,
and being a corpulent man, feemed as if his
weight was too great for his firength. This
arole from difeafe folely; as otherwife he
was very agile and aftive. This is alfo a
firong {ymptom of the conftitution being
atted upon by urinary affections.

Whenever the urine is baulked in 1ts

egrefs, itis alfo ever baulked in its fecretion;
even



(es )

even when the firft caule of complaint is not
feated in the kidnies. The kidnies will be-
come irritated, their procefs of {ecretion dif-
turbed, more urinous fluid will be retained
in the habit, and the redundance of it muft
go off in perfpiration. The patient evacu-
ated about three ounces of urine before me,
and that was with difficulty. I endeavoured
to pafs a bougie into the bladder, but could
not {ucceed. He returned to his lodging,
where I vifited him the next morning; and
upon examining the urine, which he made
through the night, I found a plentiful quan-
tity, which had been evacuated in {mall pro.
portions. It appeared dark and cloudy, like
fiale urine. There was fome mucus in it,
but no pus. He had no appetite, was
much dejelted, was very flatulent, and had
had {fome fhivering fits. Thefe are firong
{fymptoms of affeCtions in the kidnies,

Afterhaving perfpired freely under antimo-
nial medicine and opiate, and being cupped,
he found him{elf foon well enough to return
to his {eat in the country, where he remained
till the {pring, and then returned to town,
Allowing for the difference of the feafon,

all
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all his {fymptoms were fiill on him, but not
to that exacerbated excels they were found
to be in the month of December.

He pafled the fummer in this flate, during
which I was able to pafls a bougie of any
fize, but that did not procure a difcharge of
an increafed quantity of urine at one time,
nor leffen its repetition. This was what
demonfirated the difficulty of the cafe: and
this was what proved the f{eat of the difeale
not to be in the urethra. When the exacer-
bations were great, the bougie could not be
pafled, but at other times it could be readily.
The lofs of appetite, the dejetion of {pirits,
the flatulence, and the fhivering fits fre-
quently returned, and were fuccefsfully re-
lieved by perlpiration, by opiate, and by

cupping.

Upon a confultation, cauftic was applied,
and a blitier to the facrum. Thefe, as I
feared, were injurious. They increafed the
repetitions of urine, and provoked the mu-
cus: and at the {ame time the quantity of
urine, upon the whole, was leflened by them.
They produced a return of flatulence and

fhivering



fhivering fits, and all the concomitant {ymp-~
toms already remarked. When the exacer-
bated {ymptoms had abated, and the patient
was in his beft fiate, I propofed the Vefica
Lotura.

| I paffed for this purpofe a catheter with
fome difficulty, and was aftonifhed at drawing
off more than a pint of urine. The patient
was made quite eafy. I threw up the warm
water, it gave a great deal of pain, it excited
firong fenfations; and when it was difcharged
was deeply tinged with blood. I never {aw,
before nor fince, this effet from warm water.
The drawing off’ the water promifed fair. It
procured more eafe than any thing elfe, but
ftill it did not improve the natural difcharge
of the urine. But even this could not be
always done, not when it was moft wanted,
nor when the {ymptoms were moft exacer-

bated: profufe perfpiration then was the
grand relief.

When the urine could be drawn off, I
found at length that it could be done with
the largeft catheter. This led me to pals a
found to fearch for ftone, but found none.

The
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The urine was now drawn off when it could ;
and towards the autumn, the patient returned
into the country, and remained there till the
following {pring, fometimes better and worfe.
The drawing off the urine frequently failed.
He took bark and fteel in the country by
advice there. The next exacerbation was
very fevere. It followed direttly after the
medicine. He returned in the {pring much
worfe. He again grew better under a dilut-
ing {yftem, and his urine was drawn off’ again
without much difficulty. The bladder could
hold a quart. The urine had all along ap-
peared ftale, and loaded with much mucus;
but pus at this time was difcovered amongft
it, and this came on after the fierce attack in

the country.

He could now draw off his urine himfelf.
He took catheters with him, and bore a
journey to Ramfgate, uled the warm bath
there, and {ucceeded conftantly indrawing off
his urine.

"In this promifing ftate fomebody there
feduced him from the warm to the cold bath.

This was a death-blow tc the cafe. 1 came
to
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to him, and {till, however, fuceeeded in draw-
ing off his urine, but he evidently never
recovered from this laft attack.

He returned to London with great diffi-
culty. The flexible catheter could no lenger
{ucceed. Mr. Lynn {aw him, and drew off his
urine in large quantities twice with the filver
catheter: but the pain the patient felt, and the
defpondency that from this time {eized him,
induced him to rejett more furgical aflifi-
ance,

An eminent phyfician faw him for the laft
three weeks, and he expired the third of
December, which was about two months after
his return from Ramfgate. During the laft
week, it appeared that the fecretion of urine
had ceafed. His perfpirations were profufe.
I expected that a delirium would have come
on, but it did not. He lay rather in a coma-
tofe ftate, but at times was fenfible to the laft
day but one.

Upon examining the cafe with Mr. Lynn;
and his affiftant, the urethra and proftate were
very
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very little altered from a healthy ftate. The
bladder retained its natural capacity. But
round the {phinéter of it, there was a neft of
fungi. Thefe fungi would not permit the
urine to pafs but in the manner that it had;
and 1t had been remarked, that unlefls the
catheter was long, and was paffed far up,
the urine did not come fluth away through it,
during the whole of the time of the urine
being drawn off.

It was thefe fungi that gave the pain,
and that bled when the warm water was in-
jected into the bladder, owing to its force
in the at of injettion. The ureters were
greatly diftended. One of the kidnies was
completely defiroyed, and the other ap-
peared larger than a calf’s heart, and full of
pus. There is not the {malleft doubt, but the
difeale began with the fungi, and that the
difeafe of the kidnies was the effect of the
urine being detained. The kidnies had with-
itood, for a length of time, the attack, and
were always difpofed to return to a found
“ftate, till they again felt the effett of exacer-

bated {fymptoms. The firiCture in the ure-
thra






CASE XII.

A gentleman, aged feventy, had been long
fubject to a fuppreflion of urine. I was called
to him to draw off his urine, and found him
in great difirefs, in confequence of a reten-
tion of more than twenty-four hours. 1 re-
quefted, that he might have a full dofe of
opium, and that as he lived fo near to me,
only in Gerrard-fireet, I would foon come
again and try. I fucceeded with fome diffi-
culty; and after drawing it off, I threw up
warm water 1nto the bladder, and let that out
alfo. After this, I attended to the hiftory of
his cafe, and found it, to fpeak of it in the
moft concife manner, to have been as fol-

lows.

He had been fubjett to a fuppreflion of
urine, and had undergone the application of
caufgic to the urethra for it; during its ufe,

and.ever fince, the {uppreflion of urine had
been
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been more conftant. The furgeon often
failed in drawing it off.. He then applied
to another {furgeon, and to another, and
another. To the laft that had failed, upon
the two laft attemps which he had made, the
patient fuggefted his with to try the effect of
injecting warm water into the bladder. The
furgeon afiented to it very readily, and
thought it promifed very fairly. But perhaps
the {furgeon was not aware, or it might not
have occurred to him, or he might be aware,
that the bladder could not be injected, if a
catheter could not be pafled. I am pofitive
that [ have not fo much dexterity in drawing
off urine in 2 difficult cafe, as at leaft two of
the four furgeons have, who faw this cafe;
and therefore, I could not expett to {ucceed
long where others had foon iziled, by only
ufing the fame infirument, which had been
ufed by them; by the flexible, or the filver ca-
theter: and it was for that realon, that I took
with me the apparatus for injelting the blad-
der, and applied it in the very firft inftance.

On my fecond attempt to draw off' the
urine; (for none would flow fpontaneoufly ) I
found 1t much eaflier than the former, and I

E 2 again
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again, after the urine was difcharged, threw
up warm water, and let it out, and threw
it up repeatedly. This would produce
fuch a relaxation in the urethra, that the
catheter, as it was fafiened to the bottle,
could be paffed in, and out of the bladder,
and urethra, with as little impediment as on
the foundeft {ubject.

Mr. Irwin, the apothecary, being prefent
at this, and every other time, appeared
equally furprifed and pleafed at the fact.
We were both fatisfied that the whole of the
difficulty in drawing off the urine arofe from
pain and irritation. This induced me, when-
ever I found a difficulty in paffing the cathe-
ter into the bladder, not to perfift in it, by
ufing force, but to throw up warm water to
the part which refifted the pafling the cathe-
ter, and this mode always fucceeded, and has
{ucceeded in every other cafe, where I have
found it neceflary to adopt it, beyond my
moft fanguine expeétation. 1 am as much
fatisfied with this acquifition of knowledge
from prattice as of any other advantage
which can be attributed to this procefs, and I

can
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can recommend it with the ftrongeft affur-
rance of fuccefstul effect.

It muft be obferved, that all this while,
this patient was evidently finking. 1 had
not the {malleft doubt, but that his complaint
was now in the kidnies, whatever ‘it might
have been when Mr. H. firft applied the
caufticc. He was, when I faw him, wafted,
and almoft exhaufted. He had a phyfician
to attend to him, {o that my department was
confined folely to the drawing off his urine,
which 1 effefted without once failing by the
means [ have here related, generally twice
a day, to within a few hours of his death, and
which was about a month after I was firfi
introduced to him.

Case
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CASE 'XIIL

A {olicitor of eminence in his profeffion
applied to me, in the autumn, for an urinary
affection of long ftanding. I vifited him twice
before 1 attempted to .:Czl? any thing for the
cale, in order, as we}lﬂI could, to obtain a
knowledge of the true nature of it.

I found that he urined feven or eight times
in the night, from two to three ounces at a
time; and that, at the bottom of the veffel,
there was evidently pus. He had alflo an
affeCtion of his lungs, and at this time ex-
pettorated freely. He was a thin man, of
uncommon good underftanding, and abound-
ing with patience and equality of mind, more
than is commonly within the power of the
affli¢ted. He conitrued every thing favour-
ably. I foon became very much interefted
for him, His pulle were quick and low,
and his appetite bad: he could not apply to

' any
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any bufinefs: he was troubled with flatus,
and felt pain on one fide near the region of
the kidney: when he ftcod upright, or on
the {malleft motion, he urined: his reft was
alfo very much difturbed with the frequent
defire to urine. The glans of the penis was
{o irritable, that he could {carcely walk about
the room, without being fuddenly obliged to
fit down. This was beft obviated by fuf-
pending the penis, and what offered in theory
was confirmed in praétice. This troublefome
{fymptom was thus abated.

The patient had been under the care of a
{urgeon, and a phyfician, before I faw him,
and was, when I faw him, attended by an
eminent apothecary, on account of the affec-
tion of his lungs. ' Upon attempting to pals
a bougie, the difficulty was not to be over-
come, But in this cafe alfo, by throwing up
warm water through the catheter, up to where
the firi€ture, or refiftance rather, was, it gave
way, and the bladder was fuccefsfulfy injected.
It is to be obferved, that in all the cafes of
affected Kidnies and bladder, the irritation
~ extends to the bulbous part of the urethra;
and the praétitioner, in cafes of this defcrip-

tion,
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tion, thould hefitate before he confiders that
to be a firi¢ture, which in reality is only a
refiftance from irritation. The truth of this
is firongly exemplified by the aétion of warm
water in the laft cafe. This was alfo the ex-
act cale of the prefent patient; and this had
been his cafe from the beginning. This had
been miftaken by his former furgeon, who
confidered the cafe, and treated it altogether
as a firifture in the urethra; and it is evi-
dent, by the application of cauftic in Cale
XII that it had been miftaken alflo,

Now in this cafe, whenever the catheter was
attempted to be paffed, without the ufe of
warm water, the refiftance was obftinate, and
frequently could not be overcome; and
whenever the warm water was thus applied;
the catheter would pafs as if there were no
obfiruction at all. It paffed in and out juft
as ealy as it would in a found urethra. The
bladder was much contracted, and very rarely
would retain the water injected. After a few
ounces were thrown up, the propenfity to
difcharge it became irrefiftible. This was
allo the condition in Cafe VIIL

The
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The procefs of injeéting was continued
during the winter. The patient could throw
up the warm water himfelf. He fiaid within
doors the whole feafon. His health, and his
kidney affettion, gradually grew better. The
chief medicines which he took were the ni-
trous acid, butter milk, extract of farfapa-
rilla, and bark. There were, at different
periods, exacerbations. But in the month of
May he was well enough to go abroad, and
follow a little, his praétice. The difcharge of
pus in his urine had decreafed, but had not
difappeared. The folicitations to urine had
abated, and the pain in the glans penis, which
hindered him from even moving, had totally
fubfided. At this time the patient continues
in the above ftate. The dilcharge of pus
comes from the left kidney only: and in my
opinion, originated in {crophula.
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OBSERVATION.

Tue following cales are feleCted out of
many more that have offered for my obfer-
vation, in the treatment of urinary affe€tions
brought on, and maintained, by what I term
natural phymofis, where the prepuce is fo
contracted over the glans penis, that no part
of it can poffibly be denudated.

The nature of this affeCtion will be beft
explained by the cafes. The caufe of this
affeCtion i1s thewn by the fiream of urine
being obfiructed in its paffage from the blad-
der; from its not having that equal and
proportionate egrels out of the urethra as
it 1s poured into the urethra from the blad-

der,
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der. The contratted prepuce makes a pref-
fure upon the glans penis, by which the urine
recoils upon the neck of the bladder, irritat-
ing and inflaming it more and more, till the
bladder, and in procefs of time, the kidnies,
become as much difeafed from this caufe, (as
the following cafes will demonfirate) as they

poflibly can be, from any other caufe what-
foever.

The caufe of thisdifeale hasbeen overlooked.
No author has as yet noticed it. I myfelf had
overlooked it, as thef{econd Cafe will explain.
And though it was not pofiible to pals a bou-
gie, even upon a patient thus conditioned,
without that condition being feen, yet it has
not been generally fuppofed, or believed, or
{fufpeéted, that where there was a natural
phymofis and an urinary affettion alfo, upon
the fame fubject, that one was the {ole caule
of the other; or that the operation neceffary
for the releafe of the firiCture from natural
phymofis would be the only remedy for the
cure of the urinary affection, brought on in
confequence of it.

The
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The operation for releafing this firiCture
has been hitherto performed for fexual grati-
fication only. The firi€ture of the natural
phymofis upon the glans, afts much more
powerfully than any one could fuppofe it
pofiible, if it was not accounted for by the
refleCtion, that the variation in the propor-
tionate fize of the penis in different condi-
tions, gives a firong and unequivocal expla-
nation of it. When the penis is enlarged,
the phymofis hinders the fkin from comply-
ing with extention. In the laft cale, which
I faw of a natural phymofis, the {furgeon had
been compelled to draw off the urine of his
patient twice a day, till the patient was tired
of it, without difcerning, that the caufe of this
delperate condition was owing to this natu-
ral phymofis. The operation was performed,
and though the patient was feventy-fix years
of age, and was otherwife an irritable patient,
yet he has been enabled to difpenfe with
{urgieal affiftance, and his power of urining

i1s gradually following the effect of the ope-
ration.

Case
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I was defired to fee a gentleman, about
thirty years of age, who had a total fioppage
of urine. After having drawn it off, he told
me that he had frequently been very near
the fituation in which I found him, but that
he generally had been relieved from it, by
ftrong perlpirations, and by the urine pafling
from him involuntarily, elpecially whilft he
flept. I afked him, if he had confulted any
one upon it before? He told me he had, and
that the complaint had been deemed to be
of a nervous defcription. 1 afked him, why
it had been thought to be a nervous affec-
tion? He told me, becaule of the deafnefs he
lIaboured under, fuppofing that both the
complaints originated in the {fame caufe. I
did not judge it prudent to apprile him of
my opinion then of his cafe, that the phy-
mofis was the caufe, left the idea of an ope-
ration, abruptly ftarted, might terrifyhim from

me,
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me. I faw his apothecary, a moft relpetta-
ble gentleman, and imparted to him my opi-
nion of the cale. The patient did not direttly
agree to an operation: and I was willing to
{ee what could be done by drawing off the
urine by catheter, by pafling bougies, and
injefting the bladder; as, if thefe failed,
which I knew they would, the patient would
then more readily confent to the ﬂperatiﬂn}
which though trifling in itfell, yet as an ope-
ration, every one chufes to take time to
think upon it.

I need not inform the profeflional reader,
that the prepuce of the penis, as it is feen in
its pendulous fiate, is not a termination of
the cutis of the penis; but that the cutis is
continued on, and doubled under. and termi-
nated behind the glans penis, jult as the cuff
of a coat is doubled under, and fewed to the
lining of it. In a ftate of erettion of the
penis, the whole of the fkin of the prepuce is
brought into ule; and this demonfirates to
any obferver, whether medical or not, plainly
the truth of this duplicature of it. When
the penis is in a ftate of flaccidity, the pre-
puce is then a duplicature of it; and when

in
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in a fiate of erection, it is no longer fo. Tt
is then, the part which is termed the duplica-
ture of the fkin of the penis in a ftate of flac-
cidity, that in this difeafe is contralted, and
fo ftrongly embraces the glans penis, that
it cannot, without the art of furgery, ever
be denudated: and hitherto, whenever this
operation has been performed, it has been
with a view to fexual enjoyment, which the
difeafed fiate of the cafe undoubtedly baulks,
and not as a cure for difeafed confequences-

A gentleman told me, that he had taken off

a propenfity in the prepuce to contradl, by
an infirument which he paffed between the
glans and prepuce, like a flattened forceps;
and thus, by daily firetching the prepuce,
and by the application of oil, refifted and
removed the propenfity altogether. This
muft be done in its progrels, but cannot, in
my opinion, when the ‘contraftion is com-
plete. The old way of releafing the natural
phymofis, was by dividing both the cutis and
the duplicature, fo that the cutis, and the
duplicature, internally and externally, were
both divided, even beyond the glans: and
when the penis was in a ftate of flaccidity,
the
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the prepuce thus divided hung down, form-
ing a bag behind theg lans. The barenefs of
the glans excited firong difguft to the eye,
and the operation became a violence to a
ﬁart beyond reafon, neceflity, and propriety.
1 have feen fome of thefe, after they have
healed; and I {aw one, the relation of which
muft appear to be a melancholy hiftory.
Within thefe five years, a genﬂéman who
lived diretly oppofite to me, and who had
a great eftate in Suffolk, of about thirty-five
years of age, and a batchelor, had this ope-
ration performed by a high Scotch phyfi-
cian,(¢) and his partner.()) Which of them
was the operator I know not,). The opera-
tion

() God hath bleft you with a good name ; and to be a well-
favoured man is the gift of Fortune; but to wnite and read comes

by nature. Shakespeare.
(&) Which be the malefaélors? ' '
- Marry, that am [ and my pariner. Shakespeare.

(c)..Ecce autem fimilia omaia, omnes congruunt:
Unum cognoris, omnes noris.
Hic.in noxa eft, ille ad defendendam caufam adeft ;
Cum ille eft, hic praflo cft, tradunt operas mutuas.

Terent. Phorm,

See all alike! the whole gang hangs together ;
Know one, and you know all.
One does a fault, the other’s hard at hand
To bear him out; when t'other flhips, he’s ready—
Each in his turn, Colinan,
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tion was {o done, that both the cutis and
duplicature were divided as far as beyond the

glans. A great deal of inflammation came
on, and the part fwelled to a great excels.

The

Note upon Notes by the Editor.,

Being in the habit of {ending my writings for the perufal and
review of my friends before I go to prefs, one amongft them, of a
ludicrous turn of mind, fent back my manufeript with the above
notes, peremptorily infifting that I fhould print them, or forfeit
his friendfhip for ever. For faid he, * It was an illiberal a& to
the whole profeffion of furgeons, and what the Englifh phyfician
never would have done, in the High Scotch Doélor to prefume to
fill fuch an office in this metropolis, to the exclufion of fo much
individual ability as is to be found amongft the regular pra&litions
ers in that art.”  Poor {illy foul! I have obeyed him, ‘ts true;
but he littdle thinks that this fame High Scotch Doétor, as he calls
him, is as good a furgeon as he is a phyfician, and as good an
apothecary as he is a furgeon.  Poor filly foul! I fay agam. I
have been brought into this {crape, merely owing to my good
nature, and an overweening diffidence about me, by fhewing my
manufcript, that my errors might ot go forth to the public un-
correfted.  But this altercation between my friend and the Higl
Scotch Phyfician, has taught me to be more relerved in future.

Pol me occidiftis, amici!

1 never more will fhew a manufcript of mine.

Note by the € aroner to the Editor's Charaller.

MWestminster | The precife terms of anatomical knowledge and
to \mit. } chirurgical art, not having been the fludy of my
early years, and never having perufed Ariffotle, either at {chool,
ox
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The gentleman difcovered firong fenfations
of horror, and told his friends, that he would
not {urvive his condition. He proved as

good as his word.
As

or in my riper days, I fhould have been greatly at a lofs to have
made out the cafe, touching tbe matter in question, to the
@welbe henest Jiden and trug, whom I had convened by my
fummons, if I had not received the greateft afliffance from the
worthy Editor, who was the whole time at my right elbow.—
Without his liberal information, none of them would have known
which was which; efpecially as my {ummons neither reached

the High Scotch Doflor nor his Partner, both being from home
upon another operation.

Finig corgnat opug,
Cloysters,
Westminster Abbey.

. {c& The Editor feels himfelf highly honoured by the Coroner
having thus made a public declaration of his fervices. The Edi-
tor, in his turn, cannot fuppre(s his full approbation of the worthy
Coroner’s well adapted and appropriate motto. The Editor
begs leave in this moft public manner alfo to acknowledge the
receipt of a note from the fcrupulous fexton of Suffolk, at the

head of which ftands an eminent quotation from the gra‘irf:-digﬂ
in Hamlet—

Is he to be buried in Chriftian Burial, &c ?
Shakespeare.

But the Editor rather wifhes to [upprefs this note, and to {ubfhi-
tute in its flead another quotation, from Dr. Johnsone—

Let us be filent over the grave !!}
F 2
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As I was entering my houfe, at noon day,
the gentleman’s friend, Mr. Lindlay, called
out to me from the window of the decealed
gentleman’s houfe, to come over inftantly.
He had done the deed but a few minutes--
it was complete.---The ball had entered the
mouth, and lodged under the os fmntls,
which it had elevated by its force. He was
reclined upon the fofa, in a graceful pofition;
with the piftol clenched in his hand. Upon
Mr. Lindlay telling me the caufe, I viewed
the parts. The glans feemed like a child’s
head buried in a large pillow, or like the
kernel in an apricot when cut in two.

A little refletion might have told this rafh
gentleman, that there was not the {malleft
caufe for defpondency in this cafe. It would
have done as well as other cafes under the
Uﬁerafiﬂn thus performed, to a certainty.
And when it had healed, if he had been well
advifed, the whole of the pendulous pan
might have been circumcifed.

When the phymofis is complete, no part
of the glans, not even the orifice of the

penis, can be feen. Pafling a bougie muft
' | be
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be done by fearching for the orifice; as the
prepuce not only embraces the urethra, but

hangs a little over it.

The mode of operation is thus to be done
with a bill-hook knife, fuch as is to be feen
in the plate, made by Mr. Savigny.

About the fixth of an inch of the outer
cutis, is to be divided from within outward;
fo that the point of the knife fhall be feen
paffing out, and dividing about one fixth of
an inch of the outer cutis: and this is all of
the outer cutis that needs to be divided,
This will naturally enable as much of the
cutis as is divided, to be flid back; when only
the duplicature will prefent itfelf; as much
as does prefent itfelf muft be divided in the
fame manner. This will allow frefth undi-
vided duplicature to prefent itlelf. which is
allo to be divided after the fame manner;
and {o on, till the whole is thus divided, and
till the whole can be flid back behind the
glans penis, leaving it completely denudated.

The treatment of the part is to be accord-
ing to the principles of common furgery; to
be
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be dependent upon the degree of inflam-
mation, and the previous habit and age of
the patient. One point muft be always
attended to; the prepuce muft never be
{uffered to remain, for any time, {lid back;
as in one inftance, where that was the cafe,
it was with the utmoft difficulty, that I could
again bring it forward. The firangulated
glans had hydatids upon it, and in the fhort-
eft time muft have floughed away. When
the confequent inflammation will permit it,
the prepuce thould be flid backward and for-
ward two or three times in a day, and whilft
that was doing, the glans fhould be {meared
over with oil of almonds. This will be {uf-
ficient in the fimpleft cafes, and the whole
will be well in a fortnight.

When the inflammation forbids {liding the
prepuce backwards and forwards, the prepuce
may he fomented with decoction of poppies,
to which a little rectified fpirit might be
added; and oil of almonds thould be injetted
round the glans, till the inflammation has
{ubfided, fo as that the glans can be denu-
dated. I have never {een the divided parts

unite again, and I think there is no reafon,
| in
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in any one inftance, to apprehend that they
will. There might be other remedies appro-
priate for other appearances which might
offer, according to the different habits of
patients ; but I have not feen, as yet, any
neceflity for more to be done than what I
have defcribed. But if there fhould be any
fuch neceflity, the furgeon will avail him{elf
of it.

During the period of the healing of the
divided parts, it is not to be expectted that
the {ymptoms of the affeCtion of the bladder
and kidnies, that have been brought on in
confequence of the contratted prepuce, will
abate. The operation in the end will favour
the cure of the confequent fymptoms. But
‘the confequent fymptoms, during the firft
fortnight, need only be treated and confi-
dered as inflamed parts,. afterwards to be
fubdued; as parts inflamed, which, by proper
means, can, fince the firiCture from phymo-
fis is now releafed, be fubdued, and which,
without the firi€ture (which was the caufe)

being thus releafed, could never have been
fubdued.,

The
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The fubje® of this cafe was about thirty
years of age, and as faras I can learn, he never
had been able to denudate the glans. Con-
fequently there had been all his life time a
difpofition in the effe€t of the urine recoil-
ing upon the bladder, and which, by degrees
had arifen to that ftate in which I found him.
The neck of the bladder appears to be more
particularly affeCted from this caufe than from
firiClures in the urethra, as moft of the pa-
tients thus conditioned are obliged ultimate-
1y to have their urine drawn off’ when it can
be done; with fome it cannot.

After my patient’s prepuce healed, bou-
gles were paffed into the bladder : the blad-
der was injefted with warm ‘water, and the
whole of the affeftion, which by any other
treatment, I prefume, would not have ended
but with life, in the courfe of three months
was completely diffipated. The neck of the
bladder, at firft, being, by length of time,
callous and horny, ' refifted moft obftinately;
but the effett of warm-water was very power-
ful in counteraling the propenfity.

Cask



CASE XYV.

In the year 1792, a gentleman was my
patient, the account of whofe cale, at that
time, I fhall here extrat from a former publi-
cation of mine. This will thew plainly what
was the caufe of his complaint, how it was
overlooked, what chance he had of recovery
without this operation for phymofis, and what
has been fince the confequence of the ope-
ration,

Here follows the cafe, by way of explana-

tion, as it was publifhed by me in the year
1792.

“ A gentleman confulted me for a very
curious cafe, and one which I have not been
able either to afcertain the nature of, or ra-
~ dically to cure. With the affifiance I have
given him, he feemed to be more fatisfied
than myfelf, as he is content to let it remain

111



( 74 0)

in the imperfect fiate of cure, in which I
now confider it. Whenever he catches cold,
whenever the wind is eafterly, whenever he
drinks hard,or lies in firange beds, he becomes
expofed to very {evere attacks of the ifchury;
and when thefe attacks ate over, his fiream
of urine returns as flufh and full as that of any
man, whofe urinary parts are in a fiate of
health; and he finds himfelf as well in every
refpect, as any found perfon whatever.

It 1s now nearly three years fince I firft
faw him, All his attacks of ifchury have been
removed by the warm bath, by pulvis anti-
monialis with opium, and by opiate clyfters.
The fmalleft of all bougies can, with {fome
difficulty, be paffed, whenever he is at the
worft, and the afliftance of a bougie, at that
time, is found to be very effential; for inde-
pendent of the ufe of it, the other means
will not be effetual. But the firange part
of the cafe confifis in this: that when he is
to all appearance well, when his ftream of
urine flows full, and when he has not the leaft
irritation feemingly, no bougie has yet been
paffed into the bladder, not even a catgut.
The attempt has been often made by himfelf,

by
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by me, and by another furgeon, and by each
without ever fucceeding.”

Such was the fiate of this cafe in the vear
1792; and from that time, to the time of the
operation, for the releafe of the {firicture
from phymofis, which was done in the fum-
mer of 1797, every fymptom became aggra-
vated; infomuch, that for many months be-
fore, and after the operation, the patient was
in the moft imminent peril of his life.

I fhall juft premife, that the patient was a
ftrong robuft perfon, of a fanguineous habit,
between thirty and forty years of age, of an
attive difpofition, lived rather highly,and very
much in company, but was not naturally fond
of drinking.

Previous to the operation, the ftoppage of
urine returned in much more rapid fuccef-
fions, attended by rigors, heats, and ftrong
perfpirations, and with feldom the power of
paffing the {malleft catgut into the bladder,
Befides the warm bath, antimonials, and
bleedings, he at length was reduced to the
neceffity of taking 300 drops of tintture of

opium



opium at a time for relief. Thefe means had
the effe€t of fufpending the fatal iffuc of
the cafe.

The patient had had, previous to my know-
ledge of him, a large chancre behind the
glans, and it was at that period he perceived

the coming on of the phymofis.

As foon as it firuck me, that the phymofis
‘was the caufe of all thefe aggravated {ymp-
toms, and that it fiill thus maintained them,
I recommended to him the operation. The
thing 1n 1tlelf {feems rather too remote to
firike a patient’s convilion direily; but the
good underftanding of this gentleman would
not let the opinton efcape him, and he fub-
mitted to the operation juft as foon as per-
fuafion from argument could have expelted.

The operation was performed with the
fimplicity 1 have defcribed, and the part
healed as foon as I expeCted, never affuming

any appearance that required more than the

fimpleft treatment. But the {ymptoms of

irritation, for two months afterwards, were

much more formidable than ever. Whether
thele
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- thefe were thus provoked by the operation,
though fimple in itlelf, thus aggravating the
affeCtion, or not, I will not directly afiert;
]:;r.u-t I believe that to be the cafe. By the
retention of the urine in the habit, by the
diftrefs brought on the kidnies, and on the
bladder, and by the ftate of the patient, in
conlequence of what he had fuffered, both
from the difeafe, and from the irritable con-
dition which he was reduced to, by immode-
rate dofes of opium, all thefe caufes com-
bined to aggravate the whole of the {ymp-
toms at this perilﬁd nlf,_the cale. Thedifficulty
of .lirining was 1ncrealed, and the urine was
full of mucus. The abdominal region was
hard and tender to the touch. Rigors, heat,
and per{pirations were ftrong. There was
an obftinate coftivenefs, his nights were reft-
lefs, and his flomach fall of flatulence. His
pulfe occafionally was very hard and quick.

A phyfician of eminence {aw him, pre-
{cribed leaches, warm bath, and antiphlo-
gifiic medicines. The fymptoms abated, but
conftantly returned. Iie then prefcribed
calomel in {mall dofes, and occafionally the

& Warm
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warm bath; and after thele, hemlock. Under
the latter remedy he grew evidently worfe.
It being the {ummer {feafon, the phyfician
left London, and the patient then came
diretly under my care.

I confidered the eafe to be true inflamma-
tion, and which had extended to the perito-
nceum. By repeated bleedings in the arm,
by the moft powerful antiphlogiftic remedies,
and above all, by the moft fparing and fimple
diet, the whole of thefe fymptoms gradually
declined, and to this hour, have never again
returned. 1 am in the habit of feeing the
patient often, and find, upon inquiry, that he
feels but very little inconvenience in urining.

- There appears to be a rigidity about the
neck of the bladder, as it will not admit
of a large bougie being paffed. I mean
to injet up warm water, which I conceive
will relax it, and tend to take off the remain-
ing effett of that diftrefs which it had expe-
rienced, and which of itfelf, though the caufe
be removed, it cannot get completely rid of.

Nothing can look more natural than the ftate
of






( 80 )
CASE XVL

In the {pring of the year 1800, being
{erved with a fubpeena upon a trial between a
furgeon and a patient, I was, in confequence
of this fort of introduélion, applied to by an
under officer of the court.

The patient was naturally a firong and
aftive man, but had been for fome time
haraffed by his complaint, and now appeared
very much difireflfed. His complaint was a
conftant {olicitation to urine, with great diffi~
culty in difcharging it. He had feen many
furgeons before he had applied to me: he
confidered the cafe as defperate. I {aw there
was a natural phymofis, and upon attempting
to pafs a bougie of the fmalleft fize, I failed.
Upon more inquiry I found, that the firi€ture
of the prepuce had followed an inflammation
a few years back; and alfo, that no one to
whom he had hitherto applied, had affigned

to the firi¢ture of the prepuce the caule of
' his
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his prefent diftrefs. His perfpirations were
very profufe, and his debility opprefiive.
Thefe always are fymptoms attendant both
upon the impediment of its fecretion as well
as upon the difcharge of urine.

The operation in this cafe was fubmitted
to, and fucceeded to the utmoft expec-
tation, with this exception, that on the
Sunday following the operation, the patient
called in great diftrefs, having fuffered the
prepuce to femain behind the glans. It was,
fortunately for him, juft in time to be able
to bring it forward. This was the cafe I be-
fore alluded to, relative to this fituation, and
it ought to be a warning. I cannot too
firongly inculcate a caution againft fuch a
neglect; for happen when it will, with all its
confequences, the furgeon, guilty or inno-
cent, {uffers his fhare in every thing that is
unfuccefsful. After the prepuce had healed,
by catguts and bougies a' paflage into the
“bladder was obtained, but not without much
difficulty; and every fymptom of difeale
difappeared,

G Case



CASE XVII. of .

A gentleman, aged thirty-fix, born with a
phymofis, had been a patient of mine from
the time he was at college. He had, from
my firft knowledge of him, an habitual dif-
charge from the urethra, which baffled all
endeavours to remove it. When he was about
twenty-two years of age, an attempt was
made by another {furgeon and myfelf to releafe
the firiture, but it was fo aukwardly done,
that he derived no good from it. The dif-
charge from the urethra fiill continued, and
rather increafed than diminithed. At diffe~
rent periods, {ymptoms of irritation came
on to an exacerbated degree, fo as to diftrefs
the patient very much. In thort, for more
than ten years he was thus conditioned, and
all this time, he was, whenever he came to
London, applying to me for bougies and
other remedies.

When
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CASE XVIII.

Of too fmall a Perforation of the Glans Penis.

A gentleman of the law, aged twenty-two,
who had refided in Jamaica two years, was
forced to return from thence, for a complaint
in the kidnies and bladder, accompanied with
a difficulty in evacuating his urine.

-

He told me, that he had enjoyed perfett
health till within thele two years; but that
ever fince he was in a warm climate, thefle
affeCtions were rapidly advancing, till they
had arrived to that excels in which they were
now experienced. To all appearance, no
one could be, with any chance of recovery,
in a worfe ftate. Upon attempting to pafs a
bougie, I found there was, in limine, a great
difficulty in pafiing it, I could fcarcely get
the fmalleft bougie to enter the perforation

or orifice of the glans. There alfo appeared
a

e
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a fcar, left from a former ulcer, not directly
upon the orifice of the glans, but on one fide
of it. Upon attempting again and again to
pals up a bougie of that fize, which any na-
tural orifice would have readily admitted, I
{till found it impractticable.

I{uggefted to him, that the fmallnefs of the
orifice might be the caufe of all his fymptoms;
that it was my firm opinion it was the caufe;
and that dilating, or enlarging the orifice, was
the fine qua non of his ever getting well. The
orifice was dilated after the following man-
ner.

I pafled the largeft bougie I could into the
urethra, and made 'mjr incifion, upon the
orifice enlarging it on its lower end. I con-
fidered that enough was done, when I could
pals a large bougie. The point of a bougie
was paflfed up twice a day till it healed.
After this, I left his fituation, for fome time,
to its natural ation, without attempting any
thing more, to fee how far the relief thus
given would be produllive. The whole of
the fymptoms gradually abated. He dil-

charged
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charged at length his urine in a fair fiream,
at proper diftances, and in proper quanti-
ties. But notwithftanding this effect of the
operation, it is very fingular to relate, that I
was never able to get a bougie into the
bladder, though nothing was omitted for at
leaft {ix months, that I thought would con-
duce to it. The orifice was dilated two
years ago, and he has ever fince continued
free from any return of {ymptoms.

OBSERVATION.

I have relieved two more cafes of this Tort.
They were taken in time, {o that the {ymp-
toms produced in confequence of them, had
not gone {uch a length as they had in the
above cale. But it was the Iymptoms
they had in confequence of the fmallnefs of
the perforation, and not the {mallnefls of
the perforation, that induced thele two pa-
tients to apply to me,

Cas:
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CASE XIX.

On the Value of the Ufe of Catgut in gaininga
Paffage into the Bladder.

An eminent tobacconift refiding at the welt
end of the town, had been troubled with a
firiGture in the urethra for many years. From
his defcription of the cafe, it did not appear,
that the furgeon, who had been 1n the
habit of attending him, and for a long while,
had ever paffed a bougi’e into the bladder.
He had been to Holland upon commercial
bufinefs, and returned laft October in the

following condition.

His fcrotum was fwelled to anenormous fize,
and in a ftate of floughing in more than one
part. The reft of it was hard and livid. His
prepuce had floughed off. His penis was hard

and horny. Hisabdomen was tenfe about the
reglon
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region of the pubis; and of courfe his
feverifth fymptoms ran very high.

Upon examining into his mode of urining,
I found, that whilft he was at Harwich, on
- his return from Holland, a’ tumour in the
fcrotum and perinzum had burfted, and that
after this, feven-eighths ofhis urine paffed that ;
way. When he urined before me, from the
aperture in the'fcmtum, there iffued a fiream;
and from the perforation of the penis the
urine came drop by drop, with only now and
then a little fiream. The patient, I am per-
{uaded, thought that all was over with him, -
at the time that I firit faw him. My plan was
directly taken. It was, to enlarge, if poflible,
the natural paflage, and to prevent the pro-
orefs of {phacelation. I fomented almoft
confiantly with poppies, poulticed with lin-
feed, and excited and maintained a generous
per{piration with wine whey.

The next day I tried to pafs a bougie, but
could not fucceed. The fmalleft was too
feeble, and a larger could not be paffed.
When I got the fmalleft about two inches up
the urethra, and, finding I could pafs it no

further,
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further, tried to withdraw it, the bougie
feemed as if it was held tight by the urethra,
attually elongated the penis in withdrawing
it, and which was effetted not without a littie
force. I then took with me the fmalleft cat-
gut, and paffed it with eafe. This {uccels in-
duced me to ftay with the patient for two
reafons; to give him encouragement, and to
watch the effe€t.. It remained up till he
wanted to urine, and when withdrawn, there
followed a very fair fiream. This pratice

was repeated, always increafing the fize of
the catgut.

The ferotum affumed a better fiate. Lels
urine palled by the difeafed opening every
- day. The ulcer in the fcrotum commenced
to heal, and every part of the cafe took
a molt favourable turn. But one mnrﬁing,
when T called, I found the fcrotum had again
inflamed, almoft as much as when I firft {aw
it.  Still the opening by the natural perfora-
tion of the penis was improving. My patient
locked very much alarmed at this new attack,
when I told him, that the cafe was ftill as
promifing as if the relapfe had not happened.
That whillt the urine was fuffered to palfs

OVEr
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over the difealed aperture in the urethra,
fome drops of it had efcaped through it,
and thus maintained the difeafed appear-
ances. That I was confident I could pafs a
catheter inte the bladder; and by drawing
off the urine, the cale would cure itfelf. A
catheter was readily paffed. The patient
fhortly paffed it himfelf: and in the courfe
af two months, he was as well as any perfon
could. poflibly be.

OBSERVATION.

It 18 now nearly twenty-eight years ago,
fince I firt recommended the ufe of cat-
gut. I took the praltice from Monfieur Le
Dran. Neither the hofpital practice, nor
Pl'ivate practice in England, had then adopted
it, and I am fure my readess will call that
more than vanity which I muft now feel, when
I am able, at this expiration of time, to ftate,
that nothing but that inftrument, the eatgut,
could have faved the life of this patient; and
that the praflice of ufing catgut is moft fol-
lowed by thofe that judge befi upon the
nature and cure of obfiruttions in the ure-

thra, efpecially the moft of all intricate cafes,
If
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If I thould ever be induced to offer more
pra€lical obfervations to the public attention,
I thould be tempted to it, by laying before
them a body of intricate cales, where there
were but the {fmalleft hopes of getting a pal-
{age into the bladder, and yet by catgut, the
cales have proved fuccefsful.

The fault of pradlitioners, and of theorifts
in furgery, is trufling too much to individual
ability, and which is in reality, the arrogance
‘and vanity of ignorance. Improvements are
abufed by it; for arrogance and vanity have
neither eyes nor ears. Tranfcendancy over
the reft of the orders of creation confifis in
the power that men have of accumulating
their ability. When we fay, that {uch a thing
is now brought to perfettion, we acknow-
ledge by that confeffion the force of accu-
mulated ability. Proportional contributions
produce the folid comforts of exiftence. No
one willdeny, but that the profeffion of a fur-
geon has a great concern in enlarging human
happinefs; and that the practice of it 1s mofi
beneficial, when it is moft liberal. It were
to be hoped therefore, that {o advantageous

an art thould never be fiained by bafe and
(elfifh
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