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To SOLOMON RICHARDS, Esa
&e. §e. §e.

My pEar Sir,

It has been with no small pleasure that I have heard you
expatiate on the advantageous and extensive field afforded by
the Lock Hospital of Dublin, for the investigation of the Ve-
nereal Disease, at a time when my mind was intent upon this
very subject, and pursuing the inquiry in the manner you would
most probably have prescribed,

Such investigation must be esteemed far from unnecessary,
notwithstanding the possession of an invaluable remedy, and the
recorded experience of more than three centuries. That this
disease is still imperfectly understood, is a circumstance too clearly
demonstrated by the numerous instances every day to ‘be met
with of constitutions broken down, sometimes by its ravages,
but more frequently by the reiterated and long protracted courses
of the medicine intended for its relief,

In compliance with the language of the day, I have just now
called it the Venereal Disease; but I have satisfied myself, and
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I trust, in the following pages I shall satisfy the Profession,
that there is not one only, but several entitled to that denomi-
nation. These novel views, and the advantages which I am so
fortunate to possess, as a Surgeon of the extensive Institution
already alluded to, will be a sufficient apology for venturing to ob-
frude the fruits of my observations on the Public; and to vou,
my dear Sir, I more particularly beg leave to present them,
not merely to testify the pride I feel in your friendship, but to
venew, in a more intimate manner, the gratification I have so
often enjoyed, in observing how much every exertion to im-
prove our Art, is sure to meet with a favourable reception from
one who has had so large a share himself, in raising the Pro-
fession to the rank which it at present holds, and of which, in
this Country, he has been so many years the distinguished Head,

I am, my dear Sir,
With the highest respect and esteem,

Most faithfully yours,

Ricuanp CARMICHAEL.

Gardiner's Place,
January 1st, 1814



ADVERTISEMENT.

Thue object of the following Treatise is chiefly to elucidate an important
class of diseases hitherto confounded with syphilis, but to which the at-
tention of the Profession has of late been attracted by Mr. Abernethy ;
and it will be satisfactory to state, in the first instance, the opportunities
which conduced to enable the Author to investizate a subject requiring
a very ample field of observation ; and, in the second place, to make the
Reader acquainted with the manner in which that investigation was pro-
secuted,

The Lock Hospital of Dublin is probably the most extensive insti-
tution in Europe, for the exclusive reception of patients affected with
venereal diseases. It is supported by Government, and, in general, con-
tains from two hundred and eighty to three hundred patients. The
Hospital is visited daily by five Surgeons, each of whom attends his
allotted wards ; but the entire institution is, of course, open to the ob-
servation of all; so that each has the advantage of witnessing any pe-
culiar or interesting case which may occur in this extensive institution.

The manner in which the investigation was prosecuted, was on the
most simple plan, Whenever a primary ulcer on the genitals occurred,
which was destitute of the characteristics of chancre, the hardened edge
and base, it was treated without the exhibition of mercury; and the
same system was pursued in those cases of constitutional symptoms
which had a doubtful appearance. e scaly syphilitic blotch, as described
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in page 129 of Willan on Cutaneous Diseases, and the excavaled ulcer of the
tonsil, as described in page 452 of Hunter,* were alone esteemed to be
syphilitic, and treated with mercury.

As to the affection of the bones: Whenever a patient complained of
nocturnal pains in the shafls of the long bones, or had a decided node or
enlargement of the bone, his disease was esteemed syphilitic, and the
use of mercury adopted ; but if the patient merely complained of pains
in his joints, or if there was an indication, that the coverings of the
bone only were affected by an inflammatory swelling, of a doubtful
character, an occurrence which was not unfrequent, the employment of
mercury was postponed, until the nature of the disease manifested itself
by indubitable syphilitic appearances.

All the cases which did not coincide with these appearances, were
carefully noted in the following manner:—

1st. The appearances on the patient at his admission were marked
down ; his statement of his complaints, as far as could be collected
from him, previous to his admission, was added; and, lastly, the pro-
gress and treatment of his disease were noted, in general but once in
a week, but oftener, if the symptoms required any change of treat-
menit.

The cases were noted before an intelligent class of pupils, and the
information contained in the following Work, was detailed in general
and clinical lectures during the two last winters, in which tlie nature
of the diseases, that have been confounded with syphilis, were eluci-
dated by a frequent reference to the noted cases, and the pupils had
opportunities of observing every variety of the symptoms of these dis-
eases on the patients themselves in the Hospital, and of contrasting
them with those of true svphilis.

* The Edition edited by Doctor Adams is referred to in this Work.
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As a number of isolated facts can only acquire importance by leading
to general conclusions, so it will be necessary in this Work, in order
to render it useful, to take a short view of circumstances already known,
In the first instance, therefore, a brief view is taken of some morbid
poisons, which stand in nearest relation to venereal diseases; under
which denomination are included all complaints propagated by sexual
intercourse: and the term syphilis is restricted to that disease supposed
to be brought to Europe by the followers of Columbus, about the con-
clusion of the fifteenth century. The symptoms of syphilis are next
adverted to; and afterwards, the more immediate ohject of the Work
is entered on at large. By which preliminary matter, the nature of the
pseudo-syphilitic diseases, as they are termed by Mr. ﬁhcmethy, and
the relation in which they stand to syphilis, and other contagious dis-
orders, will be more clearly understood.

Seme novel, and probably important matter will be found in the
chapter which treats of syphilis; and those chapters that relate to the
diseases which have hitherto been confounded with syphilis, are altoge.
ther the fruits of the Author’s observations under the plan already ex.
plained.
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THE VENEREAL DISEASES

WIHICH HAVE BEEN CONTOUXDED WITIL

SYPHILIS, §c.
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CHAP.. L

QOEBSERVATIONS ON THOSE MORBID POISONS WHICH STAND IN NEAREST HELAe
TION TO THE SYPHILITIC, AND EVIDENCE OF THE EXISTENCE OF VE-
HNEREAL DISEASES WIIICH DO KOT ARISE FROM THAT POISON.

IT is a curious fact, that morbid poisons, which excite considerable fever,
such as the small-pox and measles, yield to the powers of the constitution,
and are capable of a spontancous cure; while, on the contrary, the poison
of syphilis, which produces scarcely any fever, or one so low as in general to
escape observation, does not yield to those powers, but indispensably re-
quires for its extinction the intervention of art. In the former instance,
the increased action of the system is sufficient to overcome the poison ; but,
in syphilis, it seems to be altogether insufficient. Thence, it would appear,
arises the mnecessity, in this disorder, of artificially raising an action by
means of mercury; which, though capable of superseding the influence
of the poison, does not, however, extinguish, like the natural fever in
emall-pox, the susceptibility of receiving the disorder again.
A



2 MORBID POISONS.

From the accounts we have had of the yaws, a disease common amonz
the African slaves in the West Indies, it seems to arise from a poison which
holds a middle station between those of small-pox and syphilis, and has
many symptoms which resemble those of both disorders. It may be sus-
pended, but cannot be curel by mercury, or any other remedy as yet
discovered ; and the unassisted powers of the constitution, after a struggle
of many months, at length subdues the poison, and the patient loses after-
wards all susceptibility of the disease. The pustules in small-pox and
yaws, we are told by Doctor Adams, in his observations on a case of the
latter disease, are much alike ;* each begins with a pimple, the law of each
is to induce a slough, and each has its period and decline; the powers of
the constitution being in both equal to the cure. The constitution is sus-
ceptible of either but once during life; but, the chief difference between
them is in the slower progress of the yaws, which commenly continues for
many months before it is exhausted. The ulcers of the throat which attend
this disease, resemble those of syphilis so nearly, that, according to the
same practitioner, it is impossible to distinguish the one from the other ;
and this circumstance, and the pustular eruption of the skin which resem.
bles that of small-pox, would lead us to class it as the connecting link be~
tween syphilis and small-pox, inthe chain of contagious diseases.

Dr. Bateman observes, in his Synopsis of Cutaneous Diseases, ““that the
practitioners in the West Indies soon learned by experience, that active pre-
parations retard the natural progress of the yaws, and that mercurials,
although they suspended it, and cleared the skin of the eruption, yet left
the patient still susceptible of, or rather, still impregnated with the virus;
which speedily evinced its presence, by a re-appearance of the symptoms
more severe and tedious than before. In truth, the disease, it would seem,
like the pustular and exanthematous fevers of our own climate, will only
leave the constitution after it has completed the various stages of its course,

* Sce Adams on Morbid Poigong. 2d Ed. p. 196.
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and removed the susceptibility of the individual to future infection; and
no medicine, yet discovered, has had any influence in superseding this ac-
tion, or in accelerating its progress. Unless, therefore, any urgent symp.-
toms should require alleviation, (which seldom or never happens,) it is advi-
sable to dispense with the administration of medicine, and to be content
with restricting the patient to a moderate and temperate regimen, during
the first stage of the malady. When the eruptions begin to dry, or asseon
as they cease to multiply and enlarge, the disease seems to require the
same management as other slow and superficial ulcerations, accompanied
with a cachectic state of the system; viz. a light but nutritious diet, a dry
and wholesome air, warm cloathing, moderate exercise, and a course of
tonic medicine, especially of sarsaparilla and cinchona, with the mineral
acids, or with antimonials, and small doses of mercury, according to the
circumstances of the individual habit. The effects of mercury, however,
exhibited so as to excite salivation, as the early West India practitioners
recommend, seem to be of a very questionable nature, especially when it is
unaccompanied by the vegetable decoctions; and, it is certain, that pa-
tients have, in some cases, soon recovered under the use of the latter, when
the mercurials were omitted. The native Africans employ decoctions of
the bark of two or three trees, which are gently purgative as well as tonic ;
and likewise wash the sores with them, after carefully removing the
crusts.”’* ; '

Such are the observations on the yaws, which Doctor Bateman has col-
lected from the writiﬁgs of Doctor Winterbottom, and other medical men,
well acquainted with the disease in the West Indies. Upon reading them,
I was foreibly struck with the strong coincidence which exists between that
disease, and the constitutional form of some of those complaints which have
been hitherto confounded with syphilis. This coincidence is not only strik-
ing, with regard to their form, the eruptions being alike composed of papulz
and pustules, and attended with pains in the joints ; but also, in the cir.
cumstance that, like the exanthemata, they will run their course, and not

* Dr. Bateman's Synopsis of Cutaneous Diseases, p. 313,
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relinquish the constitution till they have completed their various stages.
This is a remarkable fact, and will be elucidated in the course of this work,
by the statement of a great variety of cases, We shall find that the exhibi-
tion of mercury, in those resembling diseases, produces the same effects as
when prescribed for the yaws, viz. it may suspend the disease, and clear
the skin of the eruption, but will leave the patient still impregnated with
the virus, which evinces its presence as soon as the mercurial irritation
has subsided, by a re-appearance of the eruption, and other symptoms,
more severe and tedious than at first.

It is supposed by many that sivvens, a disease endemic in Scotland, is a
peculiar modification of syphilis ; but Doctor Adams, who took particular
pains to investigate the nature of this disease, and visited Scotland for the
purpose, is of opinion that it is different, although approaching nearer to it
than any other morbid poison with which we are acquaii ted. The primary
ulcers of the two diseases have this difference, that the syphilitic are at-
tended with a callous edge and base, and sivvens consists only in the
clean phagedenic ulcer.

The eruption is pustular, and hardens into a dark brown ecrust.
In syphilis we shall find that the eruption is scaly. Avother circumstance
universally admitted, with respect to sivvens, in which it differs from sy-
philis is, that it never attacks the bones but by the extension of an ulcer of

the soft parts in their vicinity.*

The primary symptoms of sivvens usually take place on the lips and
mouth, the disease being commeonly communicated by drinking out of a
vessel, or smoking with a pipe which had been previously used by a person
infected ; and, Dr. Adams remarks, that the ulceration can hardly be pro-
pagated, like syphilis, by the genitals, on account of the rapidity of the
primary uleers, which are attended with high inflammation. But, before

* Adams on Morbid Poisons, p. 157.

















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































