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8 Homaeopaily.

new science with suspicion, un-
mindful of the fact that every
truth newly discovered in the wide
realm of mnature enhances the
value of every truth already
found, and that every deeper un-
derstanding of the laws of nature
in general renders deeper and bet-
ter our understanding of the ap-
plication of nature’s laws to the
human body.

Infectious diseases being caused
by bacteria, it was argued that
these diseases could only be re-
moved by removing their cause,

2. ¢., by destroying the germs pro-
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12 Homaopathy.

has in every direction proved a
source of disappointment.

A different aspect was lent to
bacteriological therapeutics when
Behring set forth his system of
Serotherapy.

Efforts in this field had not been
wanting. Pasteur and Koch had
-very decidedly approached Homece-
opathy, when inoculating with the
modified products of the germs,
producing the disease, patients suf-
fering of the very disease which
the germs had produced.

Bacteriological products, such

as ‘‘tuberculin,” have long been
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having been established, the ani-
mal 1s bled, usually by the jugular
vein, and its blood received into
sterilized " vessels. The blood is
then kept in a cool place, in order
thoroughly to coagulate; and the
serum 1s carefully pipetted off.
For preservation Camphor (Roux),
Carbolic acid (o.5%, Behring) “6r
Trikresol (0.4 %, Aronson) is ad-
ded to the serum. Whether the
addition of these chemicals, to
which some physicians object, be
really absolutely mnecessary for

the preservation of the serum—at
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20 Homeaopatly.

First, it has poisoned the ani-
mal ; and, secondly, it has aroused
its body to such action as will best
defend the body against the effects
of this poisoning, z. e., as will best
immunize 1t against the toxin
itself.

In this instance we find that
the defensive action of the system
chiefly depends upon the présence
in the blood of certain chemical
substances, which, while not neu-
tralizing the poisonous qualities of
 the toxin itself, render the body
insusceptible, immune to their in-

fluence, the so-called ‘‘Anti-
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toxins.” 'These antitoxins are
suspended in the blood serum.
According to Dzerjgowsky and a
not inconsiderable number of his
followers these antitoxin bodies
represent merely the original
toxin in a modified form, while,
in the opinion of a majority of
scientists, they are entirely inde-
pendent substances, newly formed
in the system.

If the former explanation be ac-
cepted, the proof of the Homceo-
pathicity of antitoxic treatment is
not difficult.

Diphtheritic poison, that is, a

L]
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a poison producing the symptoms
and conditions of Diphtheria, 1s
modified in the manner described,
and then inoculated, in order to
cure a disease similar to that,
which it produces. In order to
cure disease, then, we 1noculate
the system with a poison similar
to that, from which it is suffering.
“Similia similibus curantur.”

If, however, we accept the other
view, which is not only the more
widely accepted, but also the more
thoroughly substantiated, viz., that
the antitoxins are newly-formed

bodies, produced by the presence
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of the toxins, but entirely inde-
pendent of them, then matters are
more complicated.

These substances will cure a
disease similar to the one which
has produced them.

According to this view, theu, a
poison will cure in one individual
a disease similar to the disease
which 1t has produced in another,
by the production of antitoxins.

We transplant the results of the
antitoxic action of a poison in one
individual into another individual
suffering from the toxic effects of

the same poison.
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Upon previous occasions the
author has taken opportunity to
state that antitoxins were physio-
logical products and acted simply
physiologically. Certainly, every
healthy body, that is, every body,
whose cell-life is not yet paralyzed
by the invading poison, produces
antitoxin as a result of its natural
self defence.

Antitoxins are healthy prod-
ucts of a system not yet subdued
by the poison, are physiological to
the peculiar condition in which
the body is placed, similar to other

peculiar physiological conditions of
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the body under peculiar circum-
stances, such as temperature or
climate.

While the antitoxines may be
termed pathogenetic, inasmuch as
they are the indirect result of
toxic action, they are in them-
selves physiological.

The stronger and healthier the
system, the stronger, the more en-
during and resisting 1s its anti-
toxic action-in the widest sense of
the word. This explains the pe-
culiar fact that certain individuals
are not at all, or but slightly, af-
fected by bacteria, to which others



26 Homaopaily.

succumb completely. This may
also explain the varying suscepti-
bility to drugs. We find Diph-
theria germs in a nuhibersel
people who never develop Diph-
theria. A number of subjects,
chiefly physicians and nurses,
show the presence of Tubercle-
bacilli, in spite of which they do
not develop Tuberculosis.

In short, this explains the so-
called “ resistive power ”’ which, in
the absolutely healthy body, is
almost absolute. ‘Therefore, when
a body 1s attacked by infectious

disease, it is practically diseased
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before the action of the infecting
bacteria develops, except in those
rarer cases, where the virulence
and abundance of the bacteria is
overwhelming.

The blood and the cells of every
animal constantly produce anti-
toxins, for their bodies are con-
stantly in combat with various
bacteria. In fact, antitoxins have
been demonstrated in absolutely

healthy animals.® Therefore, they
*F-is-::h_l ._and-v. Wunschheim, Zeitschrift fur

Heilkunde, 1895, XVI., 429.

Calmette, Annales de I'institute Pasteur, X.
Bolton and McFarland, Journal of Experi-

mental Medicine, 1., 3.
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may be regarded as substances
more or less frequently or abund-
antly present in healthy bodies.
They are physiological products
which the system, like some other
physiological products, produces
when it needs them.

But under such circumstances,
how 1s it possible that the anti-
toxin treatment is Homceopathic,
z. e., that it rests upon the prin-
ciple of *“ Similia similibus curan-
thr?”

What do these words signify;
what 1s their meaning? In them-

selves they merely represent a
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mechanical formula, like 2 x2 =—4.
This alone can hardly satisfy the
scientific mind. As for himself, the
author must confess that ever since
hearing the formula pronounced,
he has felt bothered as to its cause,
its inner meaning, so to speak.

In observing the action of toxins
upon the system we arrived at the
conclusion that their action was
two-fold, in that they, (1) poison
the system, and, (2) arouse the
system to antitoxic action in its
widest sense.

And that is precisely, what Ho-

meeopathic remedies do.
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All antitoxins act as Homceo-
pathic remedies, all Homceopathic
remedies act as antoxins. When
we employ a remedy homceo-
pathically, what 1s its action?
1. It poisons the system; it pro-
duces within it new symptoms,
similar to those already existing.
2. It arouses the system to anti-
toxic action.

It is furthermore a fact that
every condition, every poison pro-
duces its own peculiar antitoxin,
z. ., an antitoxin complementary,
so to speak, to itself.

You cannet cure Diphtheria
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poison which will act upon the
antitoxic forces of the system in a
manner similar to that of the
toxin, but without too severely
aggravating the toxic condition
under which the system 1s already
laboring. The nearer the poison
selected approaches in its effects,
its toxic qualities, the toxic quali-
ties of the disease-producing
toxin, ' the mnearer, the miote
similar will it be in its antitoxic
effects to those of the disease-pro-
ducing cause. The closer the
poisons resemble each other in

their toxic action, the closer will
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they resemble each other in their
antitoxic action.

Thus, if a poison be employed
Homoeeopathically, it effects two
things, as mentioned. It poisons
the patient; it actually produces
in him a new disease, 1t actually
starts in him a new diseased con-
dition similar to the omne from
which he 1s already suffering, or
possibly only heightens the toxic
effects under which the body is
laboring.

If this poison were given in a
quantity sufficiently large, it might
aggravate the patient’s condition

3
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to such an extent as to endanger
his life or kill him. When given
in Homceopathic form, the drug
still creates a new diseased con-
dition in his body similar to the
first, but only to a moderate degree.
This constitutes the so-called Ho-
meeopathic aggravation, which
latter is a matter of daily verifica-
cation,

The nearer, then, to a * simile ”
the remedy selected 1s, the nearer
the poison selected approaches in
its toxic effects the condition from
which the body is already suffer-

ing, the nearer will it approach in
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when introduced. And who would
assert that antitoxins are merely
products of the blood? No doubt,
any organ of the body, any nerve
cell, any lymphatic cell can pro-
duce its own antitoxic effects, and
the antitoxins themselves, though
found in the blood, have for the
most part merely collected in this
convenient vehicle from various
channels, from various parts of the
body.

When the system can arouse
sufficient antitoxic power, it will,
and does, in a majority of cases,

recover by its own efforts. If not,
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we may incite by the homceopathic
method antitoxic effects similar to
those which the body itself pro-
duces. And herein consists the
fundamental difference between
homceopathic and allopathic treat-
ment.

That the antitoxic effects
aroused in the system need not be
identical, but only similar to those
produced by the disease proper, is
proved by the efficient use of
Dipththeria-antitoxin. The Diph-
theria-antitoxin 1s mnot absolutely
identical with that of a child, for
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the very simple but drastic reason
that a horse is not a child.

The disease assumes a different
form in the horse, and the very
cells and blood which manufacture
the antitoxin in the horse are
different from those of a human
being. It is not absolutely identi-
cal with human serum; it is only
extremely similar; still the hu-
man body responds to it.

But how does all this apply to
the case in question? To what
extent is this principle employed
in the antitoxin treatment’ |

The process has simply been
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divided; it has been carried on
in two organisms, instead of one.
But by dividing it, you have not
deprived it of i1ts Homceopathicity.

You have inoculated a healthy
horse with artificial laboratory
poison, have thereby artificially
produced in the horse a disease
similar to the one from which the
patient 1s suffering, and have
thereby produced antitoxin simi-
lar to that produced in your pa-
tient. You have produced the ag-
gravation, the toxic effect, and
thereby the antitoxic effect in the

horse, and completed the treat-
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ment by transferring the results
of this homceopathic cure to your
patient.

Were 1t possible so to modify
the Diphtheritic poison, not only
in virulence, but also in the mode
of its action, that it, so to speak,
would become a *‘ simile ” of itself,
the process might be carried out
in one subject entirely. Under
given conditions we must modify
the drug by modifying the
medium, the subject, in order to
convert ‘the * Idem™ - imiGESE

“Simile.” This, however, does
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not alter the Homceopathicity of
the case.

The question may be raised why
this form of treatment is applica-
ble to such a wide range of cases,
as it has always been one of the
first and most constant demands
of Homceopathy not to treat a dis-
ease but a diseased man, and i1ndi-
vidualization has, from the very
start, formed omne of its funda-
mental principles.

But, in reply, we need only de-
mand why, for instance, Spongia
applies to such a large number of

cases of Laryngismus striculus,
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or why Camphor—first used by
Homeeopathic physicians for this
condition—is applicable to so many
cases of Cholera? Simply, because
these drugs cover a great majority
of the symptoms produced by
these conditions. The same holds
good for the case in question.

But, does Diphtheria-antitoxin
cure all cases of Diphtheria? By
no means. [he author has taken
opportunity at some previous time
to detail the conditions wunder
which antitoxin fails in its cura-
- tive effect. The large quantity of

antitoxin mnecessary fo a cure,
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needs no further explanation after
the allusion to 1t as a physiologi-
cal substance and remedy; it
being not the cause, but the result
of homceeopathic action.

Much has been said regarding
the evil effects produced by anti-
toxin. But it must be acknowl-
edged from the start, that such
effects have only been reported in
an exceedingly small percentage
of cases, and even then have not
always been well substantiated.
In demonstrating, however, that
antitoxins are physiological prod-

ucts, we have also demonstrated
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that such effects cannot be i1n-
herent in the antitoxines, but
must be due to some external
causes. For, as mentioned, anti-
toxins may be contained in the
blood of any healthy animal, and
are certainly present in animals
recovered from disease. Still no-
body would hesitate to partake of
the meat or blood of such animals,
or to recommend its use to
others. We do so every day. And
antitoxin  represents  nothing
more ; it is simply the blood of
an animal which has recovered

from disease. Such blood i1s 1n
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48 Homeeopathy.

sufficiently produce that which is
natural to it.

That is the manner in which
the action of antitoxin is to be ex-
plained and by which may be

proved its innocuity.

A considerable period after the
writing of this essay there came to
the author’s notice an excellent
lecture, delivered by Prof. Behring
at the University of Marburg, in
which he promounces Serotherapy

to represent Isopathy.*

* Deutsche medicinische Wochenschrift,
XXIV, 5.
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example for antitoxic action in
general :

“1. The toxin of Tuberculosis is
poisonous only for those persons
whose bodies contain in their liv-
ing cells or living tissues a sub-
stance, which chemically binds the
Tubercular toxin.

“2. When this poison-binding
substance passes from the li*{ring
substance of the body into the
blood-serum, then it proves an im-
munizing and healing antitoxin.

‘““The theory of Ehrlich may be

expressed i1n fewer words, thus:

m; D{Pme substance which, lying
i '

JUN o 1811
—— O S
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contains this cell-binding sub-
stance or it is not material to the
production of disease.

2. If the hypothesis of Ehrlich
be correct then each system must
keep 1n readiness an incalculable
number of different poison-binding
substances, for, as we have seen,
each toxin meets 1n the system its
own peculiar and characteristic
antitoxin.

And that assumption would be
manifestly impossible.

What is remarkable in the above
explanation, is its approach to Ho-

meceopathic therapeutics, in that,
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special affinity for special organs
of the body, as, for instance,
Tetanus-toxin for the large nerve
centers, or Cholera-toxin for the
blood-producing Urgéns.

Naturally these organs also
prove the chief sources of anti-
toxins in these cases, and an anti-
toxic Organotherapy may, there-
fore, be declared to a certain ex-
tent to be imminent.

Behring, furthermore, adduces
as examples and proofs of Isopathy
Pasteur’s Hydrophobia cure, and
Jenner’s smallpox vaccination.

Of the former it 1s not easy to
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merely try to arouse and increase
the self-aiding, the antitoxic
qualities of the system in the
widest sense of the word, while
adding as little aggravation as
possible to the diseased condition
of the case.

And this constitutes the prin-
cipal and fundamental difference
between Homceopathy and other
forms of therapeutics. Of these,
particularly, two have endured:
Allceopathy, which is originally
based upon the idea that  the
diseased body contains morbid,

disease breeding substances, which
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The dangers and limitations of
such a principle are too evident
not to have led to a practical dis-
carding of it. And it must be
stated that a large number of
physicians admit this, and claim
that, instead of following such a
principle, they simply base their
treatment upon their knowledge
of nature.

But it is sad to confess that this
knowledge is extremely limited.

Of the very fundamental prin-
ciples of life we are 1gnorant.

Thus, the good old term of

“Lebenskraft,” “vital power,” used
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