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BY.LAWS RELATIVE TO TAKING BOOKS FROM THE
BOSTON ATHENAUM.

I. ProrrieTors of Shares and Life Share holders, by paying |

_an annual assessment of five dollars, shall have a right to take |

out books from the Athensum. Also, such subscribers to the |
Scientific Library as have already complied with the conditions of
the trans[ﬁr of that Library to the Athen®um, and paid the first |
assessment, shall by paying an annual assessment of fen dollars, |
have the right to take out Books in the same manner as the Pro- |
prietors ; provided, however, that this right shall cease upon failure
to pay this annual assessment, and that no person shall have a
right to take out any Book till all assessments and other dues are
aid,

. II. Any person entitled to take out Books under the last arti-
cle, may have, at any one time, three Volumes,

IIT, Books may be kept out of the Library one calendar month,
and no longer, and every person shall be subjected to a fine of
twenty cents a week for every volume retained beyond that time.

IV. Every book shall be returned in good order, regard being
had to the necessary wear of the book, with good usage. And
if any book shall be lost or injured, the person to whom it stands
charged shall replace it by a new volume or set, if it belonged to
a set, or gay the current price of the volume or set to the Libra-
rian ; and thereupon, the remainder of the set, if the volume be-
longed to a set, shall be delivered to the person so paying for the
same,

V. All books shall be returned to the Library for examination
on the second Wednesday of May annually, and remain one fort-
night. And every person then having one or more books. and
neglecting to return the same, as herein required, shall forfeit and
pay a fine of one dollar, _ :

VI. When a written request shall be left with the Librarian for
a particular book then out, it shall be the duty of the ibrarian to
retain the same, for the person requesting it, for one day after it
shall have been first returned.

VII. The Librarian will attend, for the delivery and return of
books, from noon till two o’clock every day, Sundays excepted.

VIII. The Trustees may, on special occasions, permit any per-
son to use the Books belonging to the Athenaum, under such re-
strictions as they may think proper to impose.

IX. Very rare or costly Books, which cannot be replaced, are
not to be taken from the Athenzum, except by a vote of the
Trustees ; and the new periodical Publications and new Works |
imported from Europe, shall be withheld from circulation, as long
as the Trustees may deem expedient.

N. B. Persons sending for Books are requested to make a writ-
ten order for them, and mark in it the number of the shelf and the
first words of the titles as they stand in the printed catalogue,



















































































































292 SYMPTOMS OF STRICTURES.

trine, the patient, anxious to assist nature in
her operations, with a hope of getting per-
feGtly free from these nocturnal discharges,
and justly fearing that they are gradually
undermining his constitution, most readily has
- recourse to the means pointed out, which, in.
stead of giving him relief, increase the cause
of his distress.

It is a fact long established, that all natural
sécretions are regulated, in quantity and time
" of duration, by the use to which they are
“intended to be applied; and that all glands
are susceptible of certain stimuli, and their
actions capable of being increased or dimi-
nished, in proportion to the quantum of sti-
mulus applied.

An increased, or diminished action in any
- glandular structure, must necessarily produce a
greater, or less quantity, of the fluid secreted
by that particular part; this, however, is not
“the only effect; the constitution is involved in
it, and, as all the secretions in the human
body are intended for some specific purpose,
when nature is not interrupted, the quantity of
them, as well as the time of forming them, are
regulated to the greatest nicety; but when once
the glands have arrived at a state of perfection












26 SYMPTOMS OF STRICTURES.

in the urethra had detected, I cannot but
consider it essentially necessary, in such cases,
to ascertain the state of that canal, and, if the
discovery of a stricture should be the conse-
quence of such investigation, to take up the
local treatment of that complaint, in order to
discover how far the other circumstances may
‘be conneéted with it, or depend wholly upon
the constitution.*

General pains in the limbs, particularly of
the lower extremities, similar to rheumatism,

* We cannot have a stronger instance of the propriety of
this mode of conduéting a complicated case, than the one
stated by Mr. Benjamin Bell, in a letter to Mr. Home,
wherein he expresses his apprehensions, in the strongest
terms, that the state of the patient’s constitution would not
admit the use of bougies, whether common, or armed with
caustic, for a sufficient time to bring about the desired relief;
as, in Mr. Bell’s opinion, * nothing but a long and constant
% perseverance in the use of them could effeét it.,”

The result of the case, however, proves to the contrary;
for we find that, in the hands of Mr. Home, five applica-
tions of a full-sized armed beugie removed the striture; and
the dreadful constitutional symptoms, which before had baffled
the powers of medicine, disappearing, after the urinary canal
was restored (o its natural state, is a sufficient proof of their
having been purely symptomatic. — Vide Home, second
volume, Introduttion.












50 TREATMENT OF STRICTURES

which it produces must be by mechanical
pressure, in the same way as you would re-
move the edges of any substance which is
elastic farther distant from each other, by the
application of a wedge: if, therefore, the ori-
fice is not in the centre, the bougie cannot act
equally on all parts of the stri¢ture, and, con-
sequently, that side which is narrowest will
be dilated first, and the bougie, passing on to
the next obstruétion, will necessarily leave a
certain portion of the membrane in a con-
tratled state.®

If, however, the orifice be in the centre,
which, generally speaking, I believe to be
the case, the conical bougie, by being daily
~ passed as far as the opening will admit, and
suffered to remain in the urethra for one, two,
or more hours at each time, and by gradually
increasing the size of it, in many recent cases,
may ultimately dilate the canal to nearly its
original diameter; but the complaint must not,
in all cases, be considered as removed, for the
membrane, at that part of the urethra where .

* 'Mr. Home met, in one case, three striures, all of
which were on the same side of the urethra, and were easily
ascertained to be so by the impression made on the end of the
soft bougie. Vide Home, 2d edit. Vol. L p-; 22.
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“ of a bougie some salve, and then dipped it

into red precipitate ;—this bougie I passed
““ down to the stricture: but I found that it
““ brought on considerable inflammation all
along the inside of the passage, which I
attributed to the precipitate being rubbed off
in passing the bongie. Not finding, however,
‘ that the patient made water any better, and
‘“ not as yet being able to pass a small bougie
 through the striture, I suspected that the
‘“ precipitate had not sufficient powers to de-
stroy it.—I therefore took a small piece of
lunar caustic, and fastened it on the end of
a wire;with sealing wax, and introduced it
““ through a canula to the striéture.—After
““ having done this three times, at two different
‘“ days interval, I found that the man voided his
¢ urine much more freely ; upon the application
“ of the caustic a fourth time, my canula
“ went through the stri¢ture.* A bougie was
“ afterwards passed for some little time, till he
¢ was perfectly well.” r
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# ¢ Wiseman had the same idea, but probably the clumsy
¢ way in which he attempted to put it in execution, might
“ be the reason why he seems not to have pursued it.”——
Vide Hunter on the Venereal Disease, 2d Edit. pages
128 and 129, published in the year 1788,
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long acquired of discharging its contents at
short intervals, it is always proper to endeavour
to introduce a small catheter as the most ready
way of obtaining our end. Should the con-
traétion be so great, or the spasm so violent, as
not to allow it to pass with tolerable case, no
force should be employed, but the instrument
must be withdrawn. It will then be proper to
pass a fine bougie, made of cloth or catgut, so
far as can be done without giving pain, and to
secure it in that situation for some time: that,
with an anodyne draught, or an opiate gly-
ster, will often suoceed in removing the spasm,
and rendering the canal so .tranquil, as either
to admit the urine’s being evacuated by the
action of the bladder, on the bougie’s being
withdrawn, or to allow a catheter to be passed
without much difficulty. |

The warm bath, emptying the bowels by
means of glysters, and, in some very full
~ habits, where inflammation is to be appreliended,
the loss of a little blood will also be advisable.

It will, however, sometimes happen, that all
these attempts will fail, but, I believe, not very
often, if they are properly persevered in.

When, however, they do, other steps must
be taken, as the danger from suppression, if not
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much certainty as if the operation was wholly
directed by the eye.*

If the operation is thought to be absolutely
necessary, in order to save the life of the pa-
tient, the time when it should be performed
must necessarily depend entirely upon the
Judgment and experience of the practitioner ;
as it is one of those cases in which no rule can
be laid down, that will not admit of consider-
able variation. In one person a suppression
may continue for thirty hours, without pro-
ducing any serious effects on the constitution;
and in another eight or ten hours may place
the patient in such a state of danger, that even
the event of an operation may be very doubtful.
If I might be allowed to give an opinion on-
this point, I would say, that all the usual means
of obtaining relief in such cases should be
steadily persevered in, without reference to
time, until the pulse, or other symptoms, in-
dicate that the constitution is affected, at
which period the surgeon might not only con-

* Mr. Home has punclured the bladder through the retum
on several occasions, and the cure of the striftures by caustic
bas afterwards been completed. In one of the cases of this
operation I assisted.—See cases of suppression requiring the
operation, Home, Vol. IL ; -
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himself unwell, was unable to continue his

attendance. | :
Upon examining the abdomen, I found that

the bladder was very tense, much distended,
and the integuments painful, when pressed
upon, but his pulse by no means affeéted, nor
did the irritation appear to be general.

I immediately gave him sixty drops of lauda-
num, -and endeavoured to pass a small flexible
gum catheter into the bladder, but found it
was arrested at six inches, and would not go
beyond that point, either with, or without the
stilet.

After fomenting the abdomen and perinzum
for about twenty minutes, I attempted to pass
a small bougie, but could not get it beyond
six inches, in which situation I secured it,
and put him into the warm bath.—When he
came out of the bath, he fell into a sound
sleep for near an hour, perspired profusely,
and, on awaking, found himself much easier.

The parts appearing now tolerably free from
spasm, I withdrew the bougie, but, as no
urine followed it, I made another unsuccessful
attempt to introduce the catheter. Not wish-
ing to irritate the parts any more at present,
1 ordered him an opiate glyster, put him into
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uniform and joint conduét of all parties, which,
from circumstances, could not be the case in
this instance; and as the gentleman did not
propose any thing new, I thought that our
patient ‘would have a considerablely better
chance in the hands of one of us than with
both; I therefore took my leave about four
o'clock in the morning, previously inform-
ing him that there was a small plaister
bougie secured in the urethra as far as the
obstruction would allow it to pass.

At half past seven in the morning, I was

again sent for, and requested to take charge of
the case altogether. The uneasiness was now so
much increased, that the family were anxious
for such steps to be taken as were most likely
to obtain relief; but at this time, not being
willing to take the responsibility wholly on
myself, an operation appearing almost inevita-
ble, I desired that some one else might be
called in; and Dr. Adams was sent for ac-
cordingly.

It was nine in the morning when we met at
our patient’s; and, as twenty-seven hours had
now elapsed since any urine had been voided,
it was agreed that another attempt should be
made to introduce the catheter, and, in the
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As, however, we had not yet appeared to
have gained any ground in this point, it was
now agreed to apply the caustic, and pass the
catheter according to circumstances. At twelve,
after having emptied the bladder, the catheter
was withdrawn, and a bougie, armed with
caustic, was applied to a stri¢ture at five inches
from the external orifice. At half past four
in the afternoon, not having voided any urine,
I introduced the catheter without the smallest
difficulty, and left it in the bladder.

Tuesday, 11th. He slept well, and 1 did
not remove the instrument.

Wednesday, 12th. He slept well; I with-
drew the catheter at twelve, after having emp-
tied the bladder, and applied the caustic; at
six inthe evening put him into the warm bath,
and introduced the catheter.

Thursday, 13th. He passed a restless night—
rather low—I gave him bark and wine—and
_did not remove the instrument.

Friday, 14th. He slept well—I emptied his
bladder at seven in the morning—withdrew the
catheter, applied the caustic, and iﬁlmﬂdiafeiy :
replaced the instrument with great ease.

Sunday, 16th. He slept but little the last
two nights, in consequence of the soreness of
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It was noticed, in the former part of this
case, that he had been subjeét to piles; and it
appeared that he had had a severe attack of
them for two or three weeks, which occasioned
an irritation on the neck of the bladder, oblig-
ing him to make water once in two hours. On
the preceding day, being in company, he had
been imprudently inattentive to this circum-
stance ; and, instead of two, had allowed seven
hours to elapse without attempting to do it
although the inclination had come on at the
usual period. _ _ '

The consequence was, that when he tried he
could not void any. I saw him at tenin the morn-
ing; he had not passed any urine for full sixteen
hours—had a constant inclination, with great -
pain along the course of the urethra. The
bladder was mueh distended, and the abdomen
very painful to the touch; a large bunch eof
piles* was pressing upon the neck of the
bladder, and could not be reduced in conse-
quence of its distention. The first considera-
tien was to give relief by emptying the bladder,
which I endeavoured to do by means of a flex-
ible gum catheter, with the stilet considerably

* That portion of them, that was without the anus, was
full two inches and a 'half in diameter.
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relief was given, the piles disappeared, and I
had the satisfaction to find, that the whole of
this attack was brought on by them; for the
catheter, which I now introduced, was full two
sizes larger than the bougie which was passed
after the removal of the stricture; a sufficient
proof, that no return of stricture had taken
place. -

I secured the catheter, and gave diretions
for the urine to be evacuated once in two
hours.

Wednesday, 17th. He passed a very com-
fortable night ; emptied his bladder at the in-
tervals above mentioned, and, at each time, he
felt the inclination to do it.

Thursday, 18th. He slept well, and emptied
his bladder as yesterday: at twelve I withdrew
the instrument, to see if the bladder had suffi-
ciently recovered itself, but was obliged to pass
it again in the evening.

Friday, 19th. I did not remove it.

Monday, 22d. I withdrew the catheter early
in the morning, and gave some laxative medi-
cine, which operated very well; and, at each
‘time, he voided a small quantity of urine with-
out pain or straining ; but, about three in the
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a large Ulister between the shoulders, and en-
couraged a perspiration; and, with a view of
stimulating the kidneys to aétion, T gave him
large doses of camphor, combined with a small
proportion of James’s powder, €very two hours.
By ten in the morning, he had perspired very
profusely ; his head was much relieved; the
stupor had subsided in a great degree, and he
became perfettly sensible; but, as yet, the se-
cretion of urine bad not returned ; I, however,
kept the catheter in the bladder, 197, 4

At four in the afternoon, although the coma-
tose state had completely subsided, yet, as the
kidneys bad not resumed their functions, I
still considered him in danger; and, as the
family wished to have further advice, a con-
sultation was fixed for eight in the evéning;
but I had the satisfaction to find, that the
secretion of urine had returned before our first
meeting, as he had voided nearly three ounces
of urine through the catheter about an hour
before, and the pains in his loins, &c. had also
left him. g

From this time, the catheter was introduced
occasionally till the 9th; after which, it be-
came unnecessary to have recourse to artificial
means of emptying the bladder, as it had re-
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did not exceed an ounce; and, when he was
able to retain his urine for the longest period,
he never passed more than four ounces. .
On Monday, August 19, 1805, while at
work in the country, an attack of irritation
came on, more severe than any of the former,
obliging him to pass urine every five or ten
minutes, attended with considerable pain and
straining ; this continued increasing, till he
could only void it by drops, and by the fol-
lowing morning, Tuesday, he had a complete
suppression. I saw him at one in the after-
noon; at this time he could not pass a drop,
had a continued inclination, with great pain,
and had not voided any for nineteen hours. I
gave him a full dose of laudanum, introduced
a fine plaister bougie, and put him into the
warm bath for fifteen minutes, after which, on.
removing the bougie, the spasm had so far
subsided, as to allow the urine to pass in a
tolerable stream ; twenty-two ounces were eva-
cuated ; this gave immediate relief. I then
introduced another bougie of the same kind,
and secured it in tbe bladder for an hour, at
which time he passed about eight. ounces.
After this, the spasm subsided altogether, and,
by attending to the state of his bowels, the
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It sometimes happens, before relief is ob-
tained in cases of suppression, that inflam-
mation and ulceration take place in the urethra,
 between the bladder and striétured part, by
which a breach is made through the urethra ;
and the urine, escaping into the conneéling
cellular membrane, mortification and sloughing
of the integuments are the consequence, some-
times extending to the whole scrotum, laying
bare the testicles and spermatic chord. From
this dreadful situation people occasionally re-
cover. It more frequently happens, however,
that a simple abscess is formed by the inflam-
mation, which, opening externally through the
integuments, and communicating with the
urethra, allows the wurine to. be evacuated
through it: there may be one or more of these
openings, which are called fistulz in perinzo,
and are strong proofs of the powers and aétivity
of nature to relieve herself in cases of great
difficulty.

Fistulz in perineo may be also formed by
external violence, or be the consequence of
inflammation from any other cause.

The situation of a person with fistula in
perinzo is dreadful; but the alternative in
cases of suppression, when relief cannot be
procured, 1s death.
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and some laxative medicines, under the direc-
tion of a surgeon at Lisbon.

‘In 1799, another attack of 1rr1tatmn prﬂ-
puced a third fistula; this attack was less vio-
lent than the former.

On Christmas-eve, 1800, he was attacked
with a paroxysm, resembling a fit of ague,
which was very severe. From this time he has
been subject to returns of it, at the intervals
of one or two weeks; bark, and a variety of
internal medicines, have, at different times,
been ordered by his physician, for the removal
of it, considering it as an ague.

In 1803, the pain and inconvenience of the
fistule became very distressing; a quantity of
pus was continually discharging from them,
and, whenever he made water, a considerable
proportion of it passed through them.

The surgeon, to whom he then applied, di-
reted the scrotum, &c. to be poulticed with
bread and milk, and afterwards changed the
application for aq. veget. mineral.

Saline medicines, and occasional laxatives
draughts, were also given, but no attempt
whatever was made to remove the stri¢tures,
-which were evidently the cause of all the mis-
chief, notwithstanding the pain and difficulty

F 2
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in- making water were, at this time, very
great. :

On the 3d July, 1804, he put himself under
my care, at which time he was in a most de-
plorable and distressing state.

T he prepuce was much swelled, and thickened
to full three times the natural size; the sero-
tum much larger than a double fist; a consi-
derable discharge of pus from the fistule, which
were four in number ; the urine passed through.
them in the proportion of two thirds; the in-
chnation to void it came on generally five or
six times in an hour; and what came through
the urethra passed in a very small stream. The
pain in the perinum, when he walked, was
excessive, and he could neither sit or stoop
down without the greatest caution. The pa-
roxysms before noticed were also become more
frequent and much more violent.

On examining the state of the canal by a
bougie, the diameter of which was one quarter
of an inch, a stricture was met with at two
inches from the external orifice, which gave
way after two applications of the armed bougie;
a second, at three inches and a half, was re-
moved by three applications; a third, at five
inches and a half, by five; a fourth, at six, by
four; and the fifth, at full seven inches, by
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much inconvenience arising from the state
of the prepuce; but, when it is complete, so
that the external orifice of the urethra can-
not be perfeétly exposed, it is evident that no-
thing can be done for the removal of them,
until the prepuce is brought to that state,
which will allow its being drawn back at plea-
sure. In cases of Phymosis from gonorrheea,
it is accompanied with a considerable degree
of inflammation, which yields to fomentations
and emollient applications; this is not the case
- when the Phymosis is the consequence of stric-
tures ; no advantage, therefore, is to be ex-
pected from a similar treatment, and, conse-
quently, recourse must be had to the knife to
divide the prepuce. This operation will enable
us to take up the treatment of the urethra.

I have met with three cases of this kind,
evidently brought on by the irritation of stric-
tures, as the patients never noticed any con-
traction of the prepuce till after they had been
sensible of a diminution in their stream of urine,
and some other symptoms of urethral obstruc-
tions.

- One case of this kind appears sufficient to
explain these circumstances.

In Sept. 1804, A. B. a Portugucse, applied
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to me, in consequence of difficulty in passing
his urine, accompanied with heat, a frequent
mclination, and a discharge from the urethra.
On examining the penis, I found the prepuce
so completely contracted over the glans, that the
external orifice of the urethra could not be ex-
posed sufficiently to introduce a bougie; the
integuments were also somewhat thickened.
- On enquiry, I found, that this contraétion had
been gradually coming on for several years,
but not till after the symptoms of his stricture
had made him perfeétly sensible of some defeét
in the urethra. As he was anxious to get re-
lief, he willingly submitted to any thing that
should be thought proper to be done.

- Sept. 16th, I passed a direétor under the
prepuce, as far as the back part of the glans;
on it introduced a curved bistoury, and di-
vided the integuments completely. The lips
of the wound were carefully kept from re-
uniting. '

By Oétober 7th, the wound was completely
healed, and the glans being now exposed at
pleasure, a full sized bougie was passed, which
met with a stri€lure at five inches, to which
the caustic was applied; 9th, it was repeated;
and, on the 11th, both bougies went to full

F 4
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seven inches ; ten applications allowed the bou-
gie to be passed into the bladder. All his
symptoms disappeared. |

There is also another effect of this complaint;
and which, although it does not put the life of
the patient in danger, is often the cause of con-
siderable uneasiness and disappointment to mar-
ried men.

A stricture may be in such a state, as, when
the urethra is relaxed, not to impede the flow
of urine; but in the act of copulation, to be
so much contracted, or produce so much spasm
on the canal, as not to allow the semen to be
thrown forward with that degree of force which
1s necessary to complete the inteuntions of na-
ture. In some instances, this effect is sensibly
noticed at the time, a portion of the semen re-
maining in the urethra, and coming out on the
linen, when the penis is relaxed ; on other oc-
casions, the emission will appear to have been
complete. The proof of the strictures having
prevénted the ejection of the semen with a suf-
ficient force, can only be known after its re-
moval, which, in many instances, has been
sufficiently evinced.
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mode of conduct unbecoming men of such a
liberal profession, and has a tendency, not
only to retard the advancement of knowledge,
but also to lead the young practitioner into
difficulties, by which his reputation will not
be advanced, or his patient relieved.

After the publication of the first edition of
Mr. Home's Treatise on this complaint, in
1795, practitioners indiscriminately took up
the treatment by caustic; but, as it was na-
tural to expect, it failed in the bhands of a
great number. The reason of this failure 1s
obvious; they set out with the expectation of
success in every instance, and, under every
circumstance that presented itself, without re-
flecting how absolutely necessary a complete
anatomical knowledge of the parts must be,
to enable a practitioner to conduct the treat-
ment of such cases. |

Under these circumstances, it was natural
to expect its failure in the hands of such prac-
titioners, and the consequent disappointment
to their exertions, would be a sufficient cause -
for them to form a strong opposition to it. It
was immediately objected to the treatment as
recommended by Mr. Home, that his statement
was too favourable, giving no instance of such
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subdued by the most judicious application of
medicine? If not, why should so much stress
be laid upon the want of success in some par-
ticular cases, in order to raise a doubt in the
mind of patients, which, on all occasions, ought
to be rather composed ?

Let us now take a review of some nf the
principal objections that have been made, by
which alone we shall be able to determine on
the justness of them. |

Mr. Benjamin Bell,- in the year 1793, pub-
lwxhed a treatise on Gonorrhecea Vir ulenta, and
Lues Venerea; in which he takes an opportu-
nity of animadverting on the practice of apply-
ing caustic to stritures in the urethra, as re-
commended by Mr. Hunter. At this time,
however, his objettions were evidently not
‘founded upon facts arising out of his own know-
ledge of the treatment. He has since revised
and corrected this treatise in a second edition,
which was published in 1797 ; and, as the opi-
nion of such a writer as Mr. Bell, would natu-
rally give a bias to the young practitioner,
I have thought it right to select those pas-
sages, which are stated in the strongest lan-

guage.
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ful, and even productive of mischief, in the
hands of the ignorant and inexperienced, they
should, in this more enlightened age, be dis-
countenanced, and completely expunged, by
the humane part of the profession. -

It will be enough to select from the whole,
those ‘points on whu,h he lays the principal
stress, by which the impartial reader will bc
able to determine for himself.

Saviard’s two cases are here brought forward
by our author, with this observation-—¢¢ That
‘“ great and excellent practitioner, chief sur-
““ geon to the Hotel Dieu at Paris, has deli-
““ vered two of the most horrid instances of
¢ the destructive effects of caustic bougies ap+
‘“ plied to the urethra by daring ignorance,
““ that ever disgraced the art of Surgery.

“ These cases, and other proofs of a similar
“ nature, deterred all learned, skilful, and
“ humane surgeons, from adopting thls me-
““ thod for nearly a century.

“ How it has happened, that the present
“ race of causticators were not apprized of
‘¢ these facts, it is impossible to determine;
““ for, if they had, humanity would have saved
“ many victims, that are now daily sacrificed
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“ est fort douloureuse et difficile & evecuter.
« Aprés ils font des injections avec de l'eau
‘“ rose, dans laquelle I'on a fait dissoudre un
¢ peu de vitriol, avec de la luthie.”

‘““ Here,” says the Doélor, ¢ is proof posi-

“ tive, that a sound, made nearly red hot
“ in fire, is passed through a tube to destroy
¢ the excrescence, and to serve as an actual
‘ cautery. Isit possible to conceive any ap-
¢ plication more irrational or barbarous: It is
¢ sufficient to make all human nature shudder
“ 4t the cruelty of such surgery: well might
“ the author say, it was very painful and diffi-
“ cult to perform. How lost to all sensibility
“ must those have been, who applied such a
“ fiery remedy to so exquisitely sensible a A part
¢¢ as the urethra!!!"” :
- Our author, continuing the subject in the
same manner, gives the following extract from
Mr. Jessé Foot :—“¢ This gentleman,” says Ae,
‘“ has given lectures on the venereal disease
“ and its consequences, and written a criti-
“ cism on the new doctrine and opinions of
““ the late Mr. John Hunter: he has treated
the subject with much justice,* but rather
ironically.

L)

-

* Soon after Mr. Hunter’s death, Mr. Jessé Foot pub-
lished an Account of his Life, &c. Whoever has read it,
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¢ Strictures in the Urethra.” Some time pre-
vious to the appearance of this, the same gen-
tleman published some remarks on Mr. Home’s
practice, ““ but having seen,” as he observes;.
‘¢ since their publication, additional objections
“ to-his method of treatment, he has added
¢ some further observations in this volume.”

To this chapter I shall mostly confine my
remarks, as it is more particularly connected
with the intentions of the present essay.

It is but justice to this gentleman to premise,
that the extent of his objeétions is against the
lunar caustic, and the mannerin whichitisem-
ployed by Mr. Home ; not against the applica-
tion of the caustic for the removal of strictures,
as we find him very strenuous in support of the
Kali Purum, a much more active and uncertain
application than the other.

His objections to the method recommended
by Mr. Home are, pain—hamorrhage—rigor—
suppressinn of urine—fever—delirium—extra-
vasation of blood in the perineum, &c.—
¢ These,” he says, °‘ as noticed in the nume-
“‘ rous instances which Mr. Home himself has
‘““ given, seem, primd facie, to prove some-
“ thing against his mode of applying it; for,
‘“ according to this representation, the re-
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““ or by the previous use of a common
“ bougie.”’* '

We are not told by the author, whether this
patient had been treated solely by Mr. Home,
or whether he had been previously in the hands
of any other praétitioner; but, from his allow-
ing the possibility of this false passage to have
been made by the previous use of a common
bougie, I think it but fair to conclude, that
the whole obloguy of the case does not justly
fall upon Mr. Home's caustic.

That false passages may be formed by the
caustic bougie, in the hands of injudicious and
mexperienced surgeons, is not to be denied ; and
as cases of this kind, treated by other surgeons,
have afterwards come under Mr. Home's care,
I should be very much inclined to doubt,
from his reflections and observations on them,
whether such a circumstance is probable, or
likely to occur to him, where the management
of the case has been wholly intrusted to his
direétion from the beginning. 23

“ It .does not appear,” says Mr. Home,
¢ that any material advantage can be gained
“ from the histories of many cases of this
“ kind, which must be very similar to one

* Vide Whately, p. ¢8.
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sound part of the urethra before it reaches the
stricture; if the consequence of this should be
a spasmodic contraCtion- at that part of the
canal, there would be too much reason to ap-
prehend that the subsequent applications would
be produétive of much mischief, and ultimately
form an opening through ‘the sound urethra,

at the part where no stri¢ture before existed.
But should nothing prevent the bougie’s being
properly paséed down to the striéture, the
diameter of it being much less than that of
the canal, it could not be equally applied to
the whole surface of.it; an angle would then
be formed with it and the lower edge of the
stricture, by which' one half only of the ob-
struétion would be destroyed; and, as the
upper portion remaining would prevent the
bougie’s entering the bladder, the praétitioner
would continue his operations, and the dis-
solved caustic, naturally insinuating itself into
the membrane of the urethra at that point,
would ultimately form a false passage.

If the armed bougie is as large as the canal
will readily admit, and the impression of the
white bougie be frequently observed with at-
tention, there is no chance of such an acci-
dent happening, as the caustic will then be
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however moderate they might be. He had also
an occasional ‘heat in passing his urine, and
at the under part of the urethra he often ex-
perienced an acute momentary pain, extending
~itself to the bladder: this latterly became very
frequent ; but as his urine passed in a tolerable
stream, it did not occur to him that he had
any obstruétion in the canal. On examining
the urethra by a bougie, a striture was met
with at six inches from the external orifice,
for the removal of which the caustic was ap-
_ plied twenty-four times, after which the bougie
passed on to another at seven inches; four
applications to this allowed me to introduce a
large sized flexible gum catheter into the blad-
der. After -this, he did not experience the
smallest heat in voiding his urine, nor did he
feel the acute pain before noticed. For two or
three weeks I continued passing an unarmed
bougie every second or third day, and the
parts were then allowed to remain quiet for
more than a month; at which time he told me
he had a return of the pain, and occasional
nofturnal erections, which were generally at-
tended with much uneasiness, and begged me
to pass a bougie again. By some accident the
bougie, which had been before passed, was
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mislaid, and the one I now used was a full size
larger; this gave great pain at about four and
a half inches, but passed on to seven, where it
was arrrested. As it was evident that the
whole of this obstruétion had not been de-
stroyed, I proposed the application of a much
larger surface of caustic than had been before
used ; but on passing it down, it would not
go beyond four and a half inches. This, then,
satisfactorily explained the reason of his symp-
toms returning, and was also a very plain elu-
cidation of the inefficacy of the simple bougie ;
for, in this case, not having begun with so
large a sized bougie as the canal would admit,
the stri¢ture at four and a half inches had
escaped notice, the aperture of it being suffi-
ciently large to allow the other bougies to pass
through it, and, by their mechanical pressure,
that part of the canal was kept in a dilated
state, on which account also we could never
completely destroy the striture near the blad-
der. A few applications allowed the bougies
to pass on to seven inches; and two more, at
this point, completed the cure.

Too much stress cannot well be laid on this
case, as it shews thie necessity of using as large
a bougie as the external orifice will readily ad-

H 3
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us to make our patient’s mind easy; and this
can only be done by such cool and steady
conduét as must impress on him how much
he had over-rated his danger. -

I cannot, however, agree with Mr."Whately,
as to the manner in which this hemorrhage is
brought on. He considers it “ as being a
¢ strong indication, either that the part of
¢ the membrane of the urethra, to which the
“ caustic was applied, is entirely destroyed,
‘“ and that the cells of the corpus spongiosum
‘“ are thereby exposed; or that the bougie is
““ making its way into a false passage.”

This I cannot believe to be the reason of these
hzmorrhages taking place. We know very
well that all diseased struétures are more or
less supplied with blood vessels, and that a
rupture of these vessels must necessarily pro-
duce an effusion of blood. If, then, a stric-
ture is destroyed by the application of caustic,
and the slough is thrown off before the inflam-
mation had united the sides of the wvessels
leading to it, the mouths of them being ex-
posed, would necessarily give vent to a certain
portion of blood, the quantity of which, how-
ever, would greatly depend on the state of
the patient’s mind. It is in this manuner only
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not getting better, after a considerable use of
them, he was recommended to leave the disease
to nature. sy

On the 21st of May, he had connection, for

the first time since these symptoms had ap-
peared, and, to his great surprize, found that
the a¢t of emission was accompanied with a
considerable discharge of blood, which con-
tinued passing from him for more than half an
hour. .
On the following morning he applied to me,
but, as his urine was still mixed with blood, I
ordered him some laxative medicine, and de-
sired him to keep quiet till every symptom of
bleeding had completely subsided.

On the 28th, seven days after, the bleeding
spontaneously returned with considerable pro-
fusion : he was directed to keep quiet; his
bowels were opened ; a solution of emetic tar-
tar was givén- in small doses to excite nausea,
and his mind was made easy, by the strong as-
surances of its not being of any material con-
sequence. In a few hours it stopped ; but, on
the 1st of June, four days after, it again re-
turned about four in the afternoon. without
any cause to account for it; by the repetition
of the same plan, and applying cloths wet with

.;al-. s 2 E- ¥



TO THIS PRACTICE. 107

vinegar and water, to the perin@um, &ec. it
subsided in about thirty-six hours, and did not
return again,

June 14th. I examined the state of the
canal by a bougie, and met with a stri¢ture
at two inches, to which I applied the caustic;
two applications destroyed it, and both bougies
passed to a second at six inches. After four
more applications, this was also removed, and
the caustic applied to the last at seven inches.
This required twelve more; after which, a full
sized flexible gum catheter passefl with ease into
the bladder. |

No bleeding returned during the treatment.

This case confirms three important faéts, viz.
That a heemorrhage, to a considerable extent,
may take place, without a breach being made
" through the membrane of the urethra, and
exposing the cells of the corpus spongiosum,
as no bougie, of any kind, had been passed
previous to it. Secondly, that the quantity of
fluid discharged from the urethra was not all
blood, as, during the longest period of the
hemorrhage, he had not the smallest inclina-
tion to make water, nor was the bladder in the
least degree distended. We cannot reasonably
suppose that the secretion of urine was sus-
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pended during this time; but, on the cons
trary, itis very easy to understand, that, from
the state of irritation, the bladder was conti-
nually discharging the urine, which, as it mixes
uniformly with the blood, made no distin¢t ap-
pearance: and lastly, it proves the necessity
of keeping the patient’s mind as composed as
possible, in order that the small vessels, from
which the blood flows, should be enabled to
contraét, and put a stop to the bleeding.

CASE 1L

A boatman applied to me in December last,
in consequence of a violent hemorrhage which
came on after a conneétion, probably from hav-
ing imprudently repeated it before the parts had
recovered their tone; it continued for some
hours, and then stopped spontaneously, but
returned on the following morning. I ordered
him a solution of emetic tartar, to be taken in
small doses, so as to excite nausea, to keep
perfectly quiet, and, if the bleeding continued,
to apply cloths wet with vinegar and water to
the perinzeum. It stopped in about an hour,
and did not return again. |

Dec. 23d. - I esxamined the canal by a bou-
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months, and he was getting much worse at the
time he was admitted into the hospital under
my care. j

On passing a bougie of as large a size as
his uretbra would admit, for it was unusually
small, I met with a striture at six and a half
inches from the external orifice, and, from the
impression which the white bougie had received,
I considered it to have been of considerable
standing.

On the 21st of O¢tober, I applied the caustie,
and, after the fourth application, both bougies
passed on to full seven inches, where the stric- -
ture required nineteen applications, before it
would admit the bougie or flexible gum cathe-
ter’s being passed into the bladder.

December 7th, the day after the last appli-
cation, he had a slight hamorrhage, which
continued for several hours; it stopped spon-
taneously about eight in the evening. On the
9th, it returned in the morning, and more
violently than the former; this naturally created
great alarm in his mind. I, however, thought
so favourably of this occurrence, that I assured
him there was no danger, and that it was a
proof to me of the stricture being destroyed.
As his mind became more easy, the hemorrhage
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CASE VL

A. B. about twenty-eight years of age, put
himself under my care for the following symp-
toms of stricture, viz. an occasional slight dis-
charge from the urethra, frequent inclination
to make water, with some degre¢ of pain in
voiding it, pain about his loins and above thé
pubes, which was always increased by the force
which was necessary to expel the urine.

For the relief of these symptoms he had ap-
plied to different practitioners; but the imme-
diate state of the urethra had never been con-
sidered as connected with his complaints.

August 1, 1804, I first applied the caustic
bougie to a stricture at six and a half inches;
after seven applications an hemorrhage came on,
which alarmed him considerably; before, how-
ever, I saw him it had stopped, and, as I assured
him there was no danger, his mind was gradually
restored to a tranquil state. On the 17th of
August, four days after the hazmorrhage, I
introduced a full sized flexible gum catheter
into the bladder; 22d ditto; October Ist ditto.
He mow felt no pain in his loins or region of
the bladder, and, when he makes water, it
flows very readily, without the smallest incon-

_1-:-,'.&..1-. i












118 : OBJECTIONS MADE

From this period the stream of urine became
much more diminished in size, often passing
only by drops; the quantity voided at each
time gradually lessened; and the inclination,
or rather necessity, of passing it became-dis-
tressingly frequent, requiring much force to
expel it, and generally attended with pain, till
at length it frequently amounted to a partial
suppression.

He was now again induced to seek relief;
and, after having mentioned his situation to
several pratitioners, he applied to Dr. Adams.
some time in the year 1802, who, considering
his case such an one as would derive benefit -
from the caustic, strongly recommended him
to go to London for the purpose of getting
cured. Family concerns, however, prevented
him from undertaking the voyage at that
» time. |

Some little time after this I arrived, and, at
the Doétor’s desire, was consulted.

After learning the above history, and ex-
amining the state of the canal by a bougie,
which met with an obstru@ion at three inches
from the external orifice, I felt no difficulty in
assuring him that considerable relief might be
obtained by a regular and steady perseverance
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any ground for an ohjection to the treatment;
and, I believe, if care is taken to pass a bougie
at short periods after stritures have been re-
moved, that a return of them would he avoided
altogether. At least, it is natural to suppose,
that if, according to Mr. Whately, the action
of lunar caustic in destroying stritures, was
to produce fresh contractions in one instance,
that the re-application of it to destroy these
new obstructions, would also bring the canal
into the same state again; but in this instance,
a flexible gum catheter has been regularly
passed once a fortnight, and more than eigh-
teen months have elapsed without the smallest
appearance of a return.

There is another circumstance to be noticed
in this case; the strictures took place at the
same situations which had before been nar-
rowed in regular succession; a proof sufficient
of their not having been fresh contrations in
consequence of the caustic, but that the urethra
had not lost the dispesition to contraét at those
points.

That the chance of a permanent cure is much
more likely to be effeted by the caustic, in
destroying the contrafted part, than by the
simple bougie, which only acts by dilatation,
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Surely Mr. B.” must admit, that this perma-
nent cause could not be produced at the very
instant that the symptoms appear, but must
have been of long continuance; if so, there
cannot be a stronger corroborating evidence
against the permanency of a cure effected by
use of the simple bougie. |

These form the principal objeétions that have

been made to the treatment; there are yet

others of - a smaller magnitude—occasional
swellings in perinzo, which sometimes subside,
at others suppurate. This Mr. Whately con-
siders as a proof of vessels being ruptured by
the caustic. I am rather induced to look
upon those swellings, in most instances, as the
effect of irritation. How often do we find the
glands of the axilla and groin swell, and even
suppurate, from irritation? And may we not
suppose that, in some particular constitutions,
a swelling in perineo may come on from the
same cause, without the necessity of blood
being extravasated to account for it? The
same effect is often brought on by the simple
bougie; and many instances of inflammation,
with swelling of the testicle, are also to be met
with during the use of it.

.
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I eannot conclude this chapter, without
making one general remark on Mr. Whately’s
observations, relative to the treatment recom-
mended and praéticed by Mr. Home. Through-
out the whole of them, he is continually making
Mr. Home ‘¢ thrust his large armed bougie
¢ through the strictures, until he can obtain a
¢ free passage to the bladder.” 1 apprehend
this has arisen from Mr. Home, in his work,
having frequently used the word “¢ through;”
as ‘“ the armed bougie passed through the
‘“ stricture, and the caustic was applied to a
“ second,” &c. Mr. H. however, does not
mean it to be understood that the force, which
he employed, made the bougie pass through
the contracted part of the canal, but merely
that the action of the caustic had rendered that
point sufficiently pervious to admit both bou-

be conical in shape, and make an opening in the end of the
bougie with it, the composition becomes melted, and will
then have a good hold of the caustic. The point of the
bougie should then be rubbed smooth on a piece of polished
marble, till no inequality in the size of the bougie appears.
This will also make it grasp the caustic so firmly, as to render
impossible that it showld fall out.

The size of the caustic also may be much larger, by this
method of arming bougies, than can be introduced i any
other way.
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gies being passed furthér on. That this is his
meaning is very evident, and I should not
have conceived it possible for any one to have
misunderstood it.

In p. 108 of Mr. Whately’s Treatise, we find
the following remark : *¢ It appears highly pros
‘¢ bable, therefore, that the caustic bougie,
¢ 45 used by Mr. Home, is, for want of such
¢ extension of the penis in cases of this kind,
“ prevented from acting directly on the strics
¢ ture; and that, in consequence of its hitch-
“ ing on some part of the urethra, it may
¢ sometimes be forced into the substance of
“ the cotpus spongiosum, instead of making
‘* its way through the stricture,” &e. &e.*

Mr. Home, in his lectureés, is very particular
in his directions for passing the arined bougie,
particularly when applied to a stricture at
seven inches; and, in his Treatise, he recom-
mends the frequent passing of a catheter more
curved than ordinary, in those cases that re-
quire a great number of applications to the
stricture at this point, or when there appears to
be any irregularity in the urethra.

® It is evident Mr. Whately never saw the caustic applied
by Mr. Home, otherwise he would not have made this ob-
servation.
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twelve hpplicatinns, and the symptoms com-
pletely disappeared.

CASE 1L

An officer in the army at Minorca, about
forty years of age, of an extremely anxious
and irritable disposition, applied to me in con-
sequence of frequent suppressions of urine, to
which he had been long subject. He had a
slight discharge from the urethra, and a con-
tinual inclination to void his urine, which
passed in small quantities, generally with pain,
and frequently had an involuntary discharge
of it through the night.

These symptoms he had experienced for
several years, and they were much aggravated
by an irregular mode of life.

He told me that he could trace an obstruc-
tion in the passage of his urine, to the use of
a strong injection, which he had employed
more than seven years before, for the removal
of a gonorrheea, (which, as he was a married
man, he was the more anxious to have cured
as soon as possible,) and from that period he
had been obliged to pass a bougie very fre-
guently, but never experienced more than tem-
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CASE VI

An officer in the Royal Artillery applied to
me, in the latter end of October, 1802, for an
inje€tion, or some strengthening medicine, to
remove a gleet, which he considered to be
owing to weakness, From circumstances he
had no reason to consider his complaint as
venereal, and could not allow it to be a stric-
ture in the urethra, as he said he could make
water as well as any man; but, on a more
minute enquiry, I found that he had a more
frequent inclination to make water than na-
tural, and that he could not use the smallest
exercise of riding or walking, without the
necessity of passing it still more frequently.
These were circumstances which he had not
attended to, nor did he eonsider them as at all
conneéted with the discharge. I, however,
convinced him to the contrary; for, on the
introduction of a bougie, it met with an ob-
struction at seven inches, which gave way
after sixteen applications of the caustic, and
allowed the bougie to be passed into the
bladder.

The discharge subsided, and he had not oc-

casion to make water more than three or four
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perienced a difficulty and some pain in voiding
his urine; he had a frequent inclination to do
it, and had a slight discharge from the ure- .
thra; his most distressing symptom, however,
was an involuntary flow of urine, which occa-
sionally took place during sleep. I applied
the caustic to a striture at five inches, and by
seven applications, three obstrutions were re-
moved ; a full sized bougie passed on to the
bladder, and his symptoms disappeared.

It 1s a curious faét, that two such opposite
effeéts should be produced by the same cause.
We occasionally meet with patients, whose
urine passes off involuntarily, and others, who
have a great difficulty in voiding it at all; in
either case, the removal of the striéture almost

always proves a cure to those distressing symp-
toms,

CASE IX.

A gentleman, about forty years of age, ap-
plied to me in the year 18083, for the relief of
symptoms, which had continued on him up-
wards of two years, at which period he con-
tratted a clap. The discharge had never com-
pletely left him, and was always increased by
exercise, or irregular living. He had a very
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whole were destroyed by twenty-four applica-
tions, after which he was able to make water
in a full stream, without pain or the smallest
difficulty. He had long been subjeét to severe
affections of the stomach and head, which were
always attributed to the effeéts of bile; these
attacks generally came on about once in eight
or ten déys; but after the removal of the
strilures, he passed more than three months
without any attack of the kind.

CASE XL

In conversation with a gentleman relative
to venereal complaints, he mentioned to me
that he was extremely uneasy on account of a
discharge from the urethra, which had con-
tinued on him from the time of his having
contracted a gonorrheea in August, 1802.

For the removal of the clap he used injeétions
nearly one month ; at the expiration of that
time the infetion was considered as removed,
and what remained was treated as a gleet, with
bals. copaiva, &c. &c.

From this account I did not hesitate to tell
him, that the continuance of the discharge
must be in consequence of a strifture; and
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Several months after he contracted a clap,
of which he was cured ; but no return of con-
traction occurred, as a bougie of the same size
passed with ease.

He has since had two or three returns of the
discharge from his bladder, but they always
subsided without any inconvenience to him.

CASE XII.

A Portuguese, seventy-five years of age,
had been aftlicted with the following symptoms
of stricture for near thirty years, viz. difficulty
and pain in making water, a very frequent in-
clination to void it, occasional suppression,
and his urine generally mixed with a con-
siderable quantity of thick glazy mucus; upon
examining the canal by a full sized bougie, in
October, 1803, I met with a stricture at five
inches, which gave way to one application of
the armed bougie; a second, at six inches,
vielded to four; and the last, at full seven
inches, to six more. A flexible gum catheter,
or curved bougie, could then be passed into
the bladder; his symptoms subsided, and the
inclination to make water was seldom oftener
than six or seven times in the twenty-four
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This patient had long passed small bougies,
but never found any benefit from their use.

CASE XIV.

A labouring man contracted a gonorrheea in-
June, 1803, for the removal of which several
kinds of injections had been employed. ot

The discharge, however, had never left him ;
a slight pain in making water also continued ;
but for two months before his complaint was
discovered to be a stricture, the inclination to
make water became distressingly frequent.
The person, under whose care he had been
before he spoke to me, considered his case ta
be a stone in the bladder.

On the S1st of January, 1804, I applied the
caustic bougie to a stricture at full seven
inches, and after repeating the operation six
times, was able to pass a full sized bougie with
ease into the bladder. All his symptoms sub-
sided in ten or twelve days after.

CASE XV.

A. B. a young man of an excessively irritable
habit, had long been suffering under the most
painful symptoms of stricture.
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gonorrheea, and that the discharge at this time
was long in leaving him. = The introduétion of

a bougie confirmed the fact, and the caustic

was applied to two stritures, viz. one at six
and the other at seven inches. Three applica-
tions allowed the unarmed bougie to be passed
into the bladder; but finding that the dis-
charge did not subside altogether, I passed a
white bougie of a full size larger, which met
with a slight resistance at seven inches, but
still. was able to be passed into the bladder;
however, on withdrawing it, I found that it
had been .grasped by the stri¢ture at that point,
which -was very evident from the impression
made upon the end of the bougie, at its upper
surface; as if it had been done with a piece of
thread. With this information, I passed a
bougie, armed only on the upper edge, down

to thc str 1&u1f.:, which was brought into a state -
-::f' contraétion by the white bnucrle passing
ﬂ]rguﬂh it, and, after twice, repeatmg the,

apphcatmn in tlus manner, the str:&ure was
ﬂqmpletcly destmw;! and all his symptoms.
d:%ap[mared
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them as arising from that cause. He informed
me that his hips and loins were the parts most
severely affeted, and that he had occasionally
felt much heat and some difficulty in voiding
his urine, at which times the pains were genc-
rally very distressing, often extending down
the thighs. This naturally led me to enquire
more particularly as to the state of the urethra,
and, I found that he had, at two different pe-
riods, used inje€lions for the cure of claps, and
that, since the last time, he first experienced
the pains, which had gradually increased with
the heat and difficulty in discharging his
urine, |

On the 27th of July, I examined the ure-
thra by a bougie, which met with a striéture
at six inches; and, after giving him my rea-
sons for supposing that those symptoms arose
from this complaint, I proposed to him the
treatment of his stri¢tures by caustie, without
using any iuternal medicines, to which he
readily agreed. '
- After five applications of .the armed bougie,
the heat of urine subsided, and, with it, all
the other symptoms; but, as his line of life
was connected with the sea, he was obliged to
decline any further use of the caustic at this
period.

i N
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Some patients have either such a dread of
the caustic, or impatience for its effeéts, as
‘almost to determine them rather to suffer the
pain and inconvenience arising out of the
complaint, than to persevere for a sufficient
time in the necessary treatment for its removal;
supposing, perhaps, that, if by a few applica-
tions they do not obtain relief, their case must
necessarilybe so far advanced as not to admit of
a cure.

Others again there are, who cannot compre-
hend that a local complaint can produce symp-
toms in the constitution, at a distance from
and apparently altogether unconneéted with the
urinary canal, and, consequently, cannot re-
concile to themselves the possibility of a cure
being effeéted without the aid of pawerful in-
ternal medicines.

I have met with several persons of this
description, many of whom have returned 2
second time to the treatment, after having dis-
covered their error; of which the following is
a-strong instance.

I

CASE XXI.

A. B. about thirty-five years of age, ap-
plied to me in consequence of the following
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symptoms ; a discharge from the urethra, with
pain and frequent inclination to make water—
This he informed me had given him great un-
easiness, as it appeared without any apparent
cause, and was gradually increasing on him,
although he was particularly careful not to
commit any excess in living.

August, 1804, on examining the urethra by a
bougie, I met with a stricture at five and a half
inches, which I assured him was a sufficient
explanation of his symptoms, and peinted out
.to him, that the only mode of obtaining relief
was to destroy the obstructions, as many as
should be met with, by caustic; to this with
some difficulty he consented; and, after four |
-applications, the bougies. passed down to full
- seven. inches; but, as the symptoms did not
appear to be relieved, he began to grow ex-
tremely impatient, and wished me to try the
powers of -internal | medicines. - Being. satisfied
that nothing was to +be gained without a-con-
tinuance of,our present plan, until the bougie
could be passed into the bladder, I endeavoured
to prevail on him to consent to a further trial,
which he pusitivél_‘; declined ; and, as he found
- me equally decided in my opinion, he left me
in September, and placed, himsclf under the
L4
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of the bougie, that he could by no means recon-
cile himself to the trial. Reasoning with him
was in vain, as he was determined to await the
“event, and suffer the inconvenience of his
complaint, rather than risk his life, as ke er-
pressed it, by the treatment. TG

In July, 1805, finding his complaint increase
upon him, and meeting with some of his ac-
quaintances, who had experienced much benefit
from the treatment under similar circumstances,
“he acquired resolution enough’ to put himself
entirely under my care; and, on the 5th, I'ap-
plied the caustic bougie to five inches.

The pain he felt was considerable, but much
less than he had expected: on the 13th the
bougies both passed to five and a half inches ;
he had two other obstructions, the one at six,
and the other at six and a half inches; the
whole were removed by eleven applications,
and, on the 31st of August, a large flexible
areen catheter was passed into the bladder.
September 20th, the catheter again passed; and
all his symptoms had disappeared.

There is a state of irritation, to which the
urethra is often liable, after the removal of
stri¢tures, which produces an increased secre-
tion of that mucous, which is intended by
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infetion. After making minute enquiry into
the circumstances, I found that connection had
been brought about with considerable difficulty,
and that this urethra had been in a state of
almost continued irritation for some hours pre-
vious to it. This I told him was sufficient to
bring on his present symptoms, and desired
him to injeét a little tepid sea water every two
or three hours; attention was also paid to keep
his bowels open, and, in five or six days, the
discharge subsided.

I now passed a bougie to ascertain the state
of the canal ; it went with ease into the bladder,
and he felt no further inconvenience whatever.

CASE XXV.

A. B.applied to me for the following symptoms
of striétures, viz. a discharge, pain with diffi-
culty in voiding his urine, and a very frequent
inclination to pass it. The caustic was applied
to the first stricture at three and a half inches
in August, 1804, which was destroyed by three
applications ; thirty more removed the follow-
ing, viz. at six, six and a half, and seven
inches. After which, a bougie was passed into
the bladder, and all his symptoms disappeared.
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CASE XXVI.

In August, 1804, a gentleman consulted me
for symptoms, - which he considered to arise
from gonorrheea, having had a suspicious con-
nection, which, ~as I afterwards learnt, had
been attended with peculiar circumstances; the
discharge came on very violently a few hours
after, and the irritation on the bladder was
considerable. After having used laxative me-
dicines, .and .a .very -mild injection for some
time, the discharge nearly left him, but was
always increased by the least exertion.

This circumstance was sufficient to confirm
me in the opinion of its depending altogether
. on stritures. Hisurethra being naturally very
large,  the stream of"urine had not experienced
any diminytion that he-was sensible of, and it
was difficult to make him_comprehend the pos-
sibility of ;;;i&qres,bg:ing able to produce such
effets, without;a very sensible alteration in it,
nor would, he, consent that I should examine
the state of his urethra, by passing a bougie,
until he had seen several of the cases in Mr.
Home’s publication, which I requested him to
read. The examination by a bougie discovered
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a stricture at five and a half inches from the
external orifice.

He now recolleéted several circumstances,
which had hitherto escaped his attention. He
told me that, several years before, he had
perceived a discharge, which continued for
two or three days, and then disappeared: this
he was, at that time, unable to account for;
but, as it produced no other inconvenience, he
thought no more of it. His urine also, since
the discharge appeared, occasionally contained
a considerable quantity of mucus, whieh sepa-
rated, and adhered to the bottom of the vessel.

The use of the caustic was now, September
29, determined on; two applications destroyed
the first striéture; and two tothe last, which
was at six and a half inches, allowed the white
bougie to be passed into the bladder; it re-
quired two more applications before the symp-
toms disappeared.

In April, 1805, five months after the stric-
tures had been destroyed, I passed a full sized
bougie, with perfeét ease, into the bladder,
and he remained perfeétly free from the com-
plaint. '

In August following, a violent spasm came
upon the neck of the bladder and urethra,
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iminediately after coition, so that he could not
void any urine for some time, and, in a few
hours, a discharge appeared similar, in every
respect, to the former. He informed me that he
had been in an almost continual state of irrita-
tion for several hours previous to the connettion,
owing to a variety of circumstances, and that,
immediately on the discharge of the semen, he
felt a sudden acute pain near the neck of the
bladder; during the same night, and before
the discharge appeared, he had conneétion in
a regular manner, in which every thing apl
peared to him natural.

The discharge was violent, the heat of urine
considerable, and the 1rritation on the neck of
the bladder was such as to produce a very
frequent desire to void it; for some time his
urine. was loaded wirh mucus, which, when
separated and evaporated in the sun, left a
greyish coloured powder.

As soon as the state of the urethra would
permit, a bougie was passed, to ascertain
whether the stri€ture had in any degree re-
turned; it was a full size larger than what had
formerly been used, and went readily into the
bladder; laxative medicines were given, and

the bougie occasionally passed, which always
. M |
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