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432 CAREER OF PROSTITUTES.

drawing-room, or at public gatherings—his real bower of rest is in some
impmtending retreat, perhaps a suburban cottage, or perhaps a London
odging.

erg lives a lady, of more or less education and refinement—often
young and handsome, sometimes of the ambiguous age * de Balzae,”
and plain but interesting—with or without incumbrances—avowedly
widow, wife, or maid, as the case may be. One sees more or less taste
and pretension about the establishment according to the means of its
master. He, if ostensibly a husband engaged in a profession, will be
strictly domesticated at one time, and at another his habits, or other
considerationg, will induce him to adopt the guise of a travelling mer-
chant, engineer, or other nomad calling, and thus excuse to servants
and neighbours his continual absence from home.

If, on the other hand, he visit only in the character of a relative,
next friend, trustee, exccutor of deceased husband, godfather to the
children, or what not, the intercourse is necessarily more restricted—
less falsehood and trouble are entailed—and both parties are less appre-
hensive of an eclaircissement, and more independent. While trades-
people and servants are well dealt by, the persons concerned are saved
the unpleasantness of hearing in the parlour the tittle-tattle which of
course takes place at the side-door. The gentleman has obvious reasons
against unnecessarily attracting the notice of the world about him ; and
the female (as contact with her neighbours is inevitable) will generally
do her best to gain their respect and avoid all cause of scandal. Little
educated, as a matter of course, and generally unaccomplished, she
appreciates no literature beyond small journals, smaller stories, and the
smallest poetry. Her position with * her friend” and her neighbours,
depending on respectable demeanour, she avoids vulgarity, evil com-
pany, and the attentions of strange men, and falls back, if childless,
upon the domestic pursuits of gardening, needlework, cookery, and
scrupulous housewifery. If a mother, she is, as mothers are, devoted—
mourning sadly her inefficiency as a trainer, passionately desirous for
the respect as well as love of her offspring, as well as solicitous that
they shall walk in the way of virtue and propriety.

Now, as years roll on, and the A or B in question gets no younger,
he is the less disposed to alter habits that have grown upon him, per-
haps, from youth. In the plurality of cases he has been disgusted in
soclety, or has never eultivated any but that of men. He may even
have heen crossed in a legitimate love, or have had a proposal de con-
- wénance thrown back in his teeth. He is sick and tired of an atmosphere
of deceit or mystery in which he has spent one-half of his time. He is
fond of himself and of ease, and he has found it, affection, and con-
sideration of his every whim, at the hands of this woman—he may
really, in course of time, have conceived for her that amount of respect
which is necessary to the composition of a perfect love. For his sake,
she tells him—sometimes falsely, sometimes truly—she has rejected
offers of position. Cases are handy of unfaithful wives legitimately
wooed and won—her constancy without the tie should be rewarded.
He knows, or maybe thinks he knows, by heart, the woman who has
shared his bed and board for years, while he argues that all regular
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62 DISEASES THE RESULT OF PROSTITUTION IN THE ARMY.

told me that, so far as his experience went, no great number of them
escaped notice, as health inspections were made once a week,[which was
the general rule in the service.* If a soldier was found at inspection to
be labouring under disease, he was reported for having concealed it to
his superior officer, who ordered him punishment-drill on his discharge
from hospital. In order to induce him to apply early for relief, the
soldier was told that if he did so, he might probably be only a few
days instead of several weeks under treatment.

t was and is still contrary to the rules of the service to treat
men out of hospital ; even were it otherwise, the habits of the soldier
and the accommodation in barracks would not favour celerity of cure.

I called Dr. Balfour's attention to the large number of cases followed

hernia humoralis, the proportion of which exceeds, as given in the
above table, what we are accustomed to see in private or in hospital
practice. It follows about one case in four of gonorrheea in the army
generally, and one in three in the cavalry; and Dr. Balfour informed
me it probably arose among the latter from the effects of horse exer-
cise, and, speaking of the army generally, from the secret use of injec-
tions to check discharge, and the exercise taken at drill when the man
had not reported himself in the very earliest stage of the disease. As
regards relapses among soldiers, it is as difficult to say as in private
practice whether they are genuine or, in fact, fresh attacks.

The cases of syphilis primitiva among the household infantry seem
enormously to outnumber those in other corps, being one to every ten
soldiers of the former against one in twenty-six of the infantry at large.
The proportion of syphilis consecutiva throughout the army is large,
being as one to four cases of syphilis primitiva. In the brigade of Guards,
though the average of syphilis primitiva is heavy, as above stated, only
11 per cent. of the cases are followed by secondary symptoms, which,
however, follow 33 per cent. of the cases in the Line. It is not im-
probable, I apprehend, that some portion of the heavy mortality attri-
buted to secondary syphilis would have been more accurately classed
under the head of cachexia syphiloidea.

I understand that a mild mercurial treatment is usually pursued in the
army, for hard sores especially. Some surgeons give no mercury; but
this depends upon the discretion of the individual. Sir James M‘Grigor,
the late Director-General of the Army Medical Department, issued a
circular some years ago, soon after the publication of Mr. Rose’s work,
in which attention was called to the subject: but full discretionary
power was left in the hands of the surgeon.

An apparent increase will be observed in the number of diseased sol-
diers during the period antecedent to 1837. The annual number of dis-
eased cavalry in the former seven years was 181 ; and in the second 206
per 1000 men. This increase would appear enormous ; and it is quite an
open question whether, in truth, it represents an aggravation of dissi-
pation and disease, in spite of the advances of science and more careful

* As will be seen hereafter, these health inspections had been very generally
abandoned in the army, to the no small detriment of the soldier. I am pleased to add,
however, that the Committee of the House of Commons have recently (1869) recom-
mended that these health inspections be re-introduced, :
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82 EXISTING PROVISION IN COUNTY TOWNS.

Having passed in review the existing provision for the control and
velief of prostitutes in the metropolis, let me draw my readers’ attention
to what occurs in some of our principal towns in England. I have been
unable, with the exception of Cambridge, to verify the condition of our
county towns, and therefore quote the following data from the Report
of the committee for the prevention of venereal diseases, appointed
by the Harveian Society of London, and published in 1867 :—

“ Very few towns have lock hospitals at all ; and those which have
such, have far too few beds for all patients requiring admission. Liver-
pool Southern, and other hospitals, send their venereal cases to the
Lock Hospital, which has 50 beds, and an average of 45 inmates of
these beds, male and female. The Dublin Lock Hospital only admits
female patients, and has, on an average, 86 such cases, and no out-patients.
Staffordshire General Infirmary has four male and four female lock beds,
frequently empty. Chester Infirmary has, on an average, two female
lock patients. In the Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh, according to Dr.
Gillespie’s report, there are 26 venereal beds; the Edinburgh Lock
Hospital is only for females. The Royal Infirmary of Glasgow has no
beds for venereal cases; and the Glasgow Lock Hospital has only
45 beds for these cases. Belfast General Hospital has six venereal
inmates, and a small ward set apart for females. There is no Lock
Hospital in that town.

¢ In Manchester it is stated that, in the years 1864-65-66, out of an
average number of 75,000 patients seen in public practice, the average
number of new venereal cases in Manchester and Salford did net fall
far short of 3,500 cases annually, out of a population of about 390,000.
The Manchester Lock Hospital has an average of 20 in-patients and 56
out-patients daily. The Southern Hospital of Manchester, the Ardwick
and Ancoats Dispensary, the Chorlton-in-Medlock Dispensary, report
that from one-third to one-eighth of their surgical patients are venereal
cases. The Manchester Workhouse, Bridge Street, sees daily 91 vene-
real cases, or 1 in 8 of its surgical cases, and has 15 beds for male and
46 for female venereal cases. The Rumpsall Workhouse has a daily
average of 8 male and 12 female venereal cases, but no special beds.
The Salford Workhouse sees daily 9 male and 63 female venereal cases,
in which 39 cases of infantile syphilis are included. It has 6 female
venereal beds. The Chorlton Union Workhouse has 20 female venereal
beds, and sees a daily number of 7 male and 14 female venereal cases.
The New Borough Gaol, Manchester, sees daily 10 venereal cases, or
62 per cent. of its surgical cases are so affected. It has no special beds
for such cases. The New Bailey has daily 11 male and 3 female vene-
real cases, or nearly 43 per cent. of its surgical cases arise from these
diseases. The Salford Hospital and Dispensary, St. Mary's Hospital,
the Clinical and Bridge Street Children’s Hospitals, report that from 1
in 10 to 1 in 30 of their patients are venereal cases. The Eye Hospital,
Manchester reports that 1 in 20 of its cases are venereal. Manchester
Royal Infirmary has no beds for venereal cases, and has on an average
23 male and 22 female venereal cases daily. In a letter from Dr. Brad-
ley, that gentleman remarks, “we are fully convinced that the quacks
and chemists attend a large proportion of the entire number of venereal






84 CONTAGIOUS DISEASES ACT.

Maidstone, Southampton, Winchester, Portsmouth, Plymouth and
Devonport, Woolwich, Chatham, Sheerness, Aldershot, Windsor,
Colchester, Shorncliffe, the Curragh, Cork, and Queenstown. By
the 15th and 16th sections, a justice of the peace, on information
being laid before him that a woman, living in a.ng Elm‘:e to which
the act extends, is a common prostitute, and on cath before him sub-
stantiating such information, may, if he thinks fit, order that the
woman be subject to a periodical medieal examination by the visiting
surgeon appointed under the provisions of the act, for any period not
exceeding one year, for the purpose of ascertaining at each such exami-
nation whether she is affected with a contagious disease ; and thereupon
she shall be subject to such a periodical medical examination, and the
order shall be a sufficient warrant for the visiting surgeon to conduct
such examination accordingly ; and by the 17th section any woman, in
any place to which the act applies, may, by a submission signed by her,
in the presence of, and attested by the superintendent of police, subject
herself to a periodical examination under this act for any period not
exceeding one year. Any woman found on examination to be diseased,
may either go herself, or will be apprehended and sent, to some hos-
pital certified for the reception and detention of government patients.
The reception of a woman in a certified hospital by the managers or
persons having the management or control thereof shall be deemed to
be an undertaking by them to provide for her care, treatment, lodging,
clothing and food during her detention in hospital. This period of
detention is limited to three months, or, on the certificate prescribed by
the act that further detention is necessary, to a further period of six
months, making nine months in the whole. If a woman considers her-
self detained in hospital too long, she may apply to a justice for an
order of discharge. Prostitutes refusing to conform to the provisions of
this act are liable to be punished by imprisonment, and any one per-
mitting a woman who to his knowledge is suffering from a contagious
disease, to use his house for the purpose of prostitution shall, in addi-
tion to the other consequences to which he may be liable for keeping a
disorderly house, be liable to six months imprisonment with or without
hard labour. The appointment of the necessary surgeons, inspectors of
hospitals, and other officers, is intrusted to the Admiralty and War
Offices, by whom also hospitals may be provided and certified for use,
and all expenses incurred in the execution of the act must be defrayed.
The carrying out of the act in the minor details is of course intrusted to
the police. It is also provided that adequate provision must be made
by the several hospitals for the moral and religious instruction of the
women detained in them under this act. 'We have already seen that a
considerable number of beds have been secured at the Lock Hospital
for the use of Government patients. The most admirable arrangements
have been adopted at this institution for the examination and treatment
of the patients committed to its care, and as the possibility of carrying
out an act having for its object the diminution of disease forms an im-
portant element in considering the advisability of further extending its
sphere of usefulness, I shall offer no apology for relating pretty fully
the method pursued in this instituton.
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100 PROSTITUTION ABROAD.

found among others the like patient and impartial examination that we
would demand for our own ; but we must at the same time be careful
not to accept rashly things merely because they are new, or to

ject things because they are old. Above all, we must pay to the
%giuus and moral instinet the liveliest deference, being convinced
that whatever is really repugnant to this has within it the zeeds of
evil. If we come to the conclusion that this condemnation must, in
fact, be passed upon the foreign systems, we may still find some
principle underlying their practice that we may with advantage adopt.
At all events, the examination to which I now invite the reader cannot
fail to be useful in this respect, that the comparison of other systems
with our own will bring home more clearly to us our defects, and even
in learning what to avoid in others, we may discover something to
borrow from their systems, something to avoid in our own. I propose,
then, in this chapter to examine in detail the systems adopted in the
leading European states, commencing with France, both as our nearest
neighbour, and as the country that has always led the way in the
advance of modern civilization and the growth of modern ideas, and I
will only ask the reader to bear in mind that the object of our inquiry
is no less how we may elevate the prostitute, than how we may protect
the public, for we may lay it down as a golden rule that to benefit
society at the expense of the prostitute is as unrighteous and injurious

as it is to benefit the prostitute at the expense of society.

SYNOPSIS OF FRENCH REGULATIONS FOR WOMEN.

The great object of the system adopted in France is to repress private
or secret, and to encourage public or avowed prostitution.

I may, however, as well premise by observing that the anthorities of
Paris by no means pretend to have established a control over the whole
prostitution of that city. The concubinaires they cannot reach. The
large sections of superior professional prostitutes, whom the French
term femmes galanfes and loreffes, evade them, as do also vast hordes of
the lowest class of strumpets who throng the low quarters and the
villages of the Banlieu. M. Antin, an official of the Assistance-Publique,
estimated in 1856 that there were 20,000 females* in Paris having no
other ostensible means of subsistence, on whom a tax in aid of retreats
from prostitution might be levied. He assumed that 10,000 of this
number could be rated at an annual contribution of fifty franes ; 5000

# Mr. Tait, a writer on prostitution in Edinburgh, whose estimates I receive with
every respect, but at the same time with considerable reserve, informs us that in that
city they number about 800, or nearly I to every 80 of the adult male population.
In London he considers they are as I to 60 ; in Paris, as 1 to 15 ; and in New York,
as I to 15. The manner of these calculations is as follows :—Omne-half of the popula-
tion of each place is supposed to be males, of whom one-third are thrown aside as too
young or too old for the exercise of the generative functions. The remainder is then
divided by the alleged number of public women in each eommunity—namely, in
Edinburgh, 800 ; in London, 8000 ; in Paris, 18,000 ; and in New York, 1o0,000. It
appears that the above estimate for London is not far short of the mark, the number
of rnised women being about 8600 ; but the number of males, of twenty years of
age anﬁ upwards, being close upon 700,000 (632,545 in 1851), we should arrive at the
proportion, for London, of one prostitute-overt to every 81 (not every 60) adult males.
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104 PROSTITUTION ABROAD.

there? THas she ever been arrested, and if so, the particulars? Has
she previously been a prostitute ; if so, the details? Has she had any,
and what, education? Has she had any venereal affection? Her mo-
tives for the step !

She next proceeds to the Bureau Sanitaire, s medically examined, and
enrolled in tllmt department. If found diseased, she is consigned to the
Saint-Lazare Hospital forthwith. Steps are meanwhile taken to verify
her replies at the Bureau des Maurs, and formal communications are
now made to the mayor of her native commune, with an appeal for the
woman's redemption to her parents. I present a copy of the latter,
which is of course slightly varied if a female has voluntarily presented
herself for examination -—

“ MONSIEUR—

“ Votre fille dgée de  ,a 6té arrétée le
pour fait de débauche” (if diseased, ““ et placée 4 l'infirmerie de Saint-
Lazare afin d'y recevoir les soins que sa santé exige.)

“ On 'a invitée & retourner prés de vous, mais elle s’y est refusée bien
qu'il lui ait été offert passeport gratuit avec secours de route.

“Je vous prie, en conséquence, de me faire connaitre quels moyens
vous comptez employer pour assurer son retour (en cas de maladie apres
guérison) au cas oL vous ne pourriez venir la chercher vous méme oun
charger une personne siire du soin de vous la renvoyer.” :

Should the relatives of the girl be willing to receive her, she is re-
mitted to them at the public cost. She, however, frequently refuses to
disclose them, or is ignorant of their existence, and it rarely occurs thab
they reclaim her. If, as has happened, she be a virgin or a minor,
she is consigned to a relidions establishment. Should spleen or despair
cause the step, and she show symptoms of good qualities, immediate
attempts are made to change her intention, and she is often sent home,
or placed in a reformatory at the public cost. If her parents reside in
Paris they are communicated with. All, in fact, that the Bureau des
Meeurs can do, I should in justice say, I believe to be done, to warn
and restrain the female about to enrol herself in the ranks of public
prostitution, and only when all has failed is the formality complied with.
This formality, which takes the form of a colourable contract or cove-
nant between the prostitute and the authorities, would seem to argue a
sort of consciousness on the part of the latter of the entire illegality of
the proceedings thronghout. It runs as follows :—

“L'an , pardevant nous, commissaire de police,

burean , S'est presentée pour étre inscrite comme
fille publique, la nommée , native de 3
département d , demeurant i Paris, No. '
enregistrée d'aprés décision du , laquelle, instruite par
nous des reglements sanitaires établis par la prefecture, pour les filles de
cette classe, nous déclare s’y soumettre, et s'engage, en conséquence, &
subir les visites periodiques de MM. les médecins du dispensaire de salu-
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108 PROSTITUTION ABROAD.—DAMES DE MAISON.

1854, was 144 within, and 68 without, the town, against corresponding
numbers of 193 and 36 in 1842. The number of women registered to
these houses in 1854, were 1009 and 493 respectively.

Among the regulations applicable to the mailresses, or dames de maison,
are the following :—

They must lodge no more inmates than they have distinet
TOOMS.

They may keep no child above four years old upon the premises.

They must report, within twenty-four hours, every aplilica,tiun made
to them for lodgings, and every change of lodgers, and also keep accu-
rate registers for the inspection of the police. Their windows must be
kept constantly closed, and be either of ground glass or provided with
blinds and eurtains.

They may place no person at their door as a sign of their business,
before seven or after eleven, P.M.

They must enforce upon the women under their authority the ob-
servance of the provisions of the carfe.

They may not receive minors, or students in uniform ; and

They must report immediately all cases of disease, and generally keep
record of all that passes in their houses, or transpires with regard to
their inmates.

Those of the Banlieu must conduct their lodgers once in every week
to the central sanitary office for examination ; must demand the permits
of the military at night, and make return of all cases of excessive ex-
penditure on their premises, or residence by strangers for more than
twenty-four hours.

They may not send abroad more than one woman each at one time,
the effect of which provision is that there being (for the sake of example)
204 hounses and 1504 femmes numérotées on the register, the streets may
be said to be permanently secured against the presence of 1298 indi-
viduals of the class.

The dames de maison are of course a viclous and, as a general rule,
ferocious mercenary band, tyrannising over the unfortunate helots who
form their stock-in-trade, and abjectly crouching before the inspector,
the surgeon, and the mouchard. The possession of a house of this
kind is the highest aspiration of the prostitute. Such a woman
sometimes succeeds in attaining to this pernicious eminence,
but it is more frequently in the hands of families in whom houses
and goodwill descend as heritable property. The recent editors of
Parent's work instance that as much as £2400 has been given for such
an establishment, and £8 has been offered as fine to avoid suspension
for three days of one of the lowest. Large as these sums may seem,
especlally when reduced into francs, they will by no means surprise
persons cognizant of the property amassed by those who minister, for
ready money only, to the lower gratifications of even our more thrifty
countrymen.

The gains of the mistresses of these houses in the better part of






110 PROSTITUTION ABROAD.—MAISONS DES FILLES.

past five, and sup about two ; they seldom go out walking, and when
they do it is in the company of the mistress or sub-mistress.®* They
ﬁl}' great and minute attention to their persons, taking baths very

equently, and spending the greater part of the day between breakfast
and dinner in preparing their toilette, gossiping together, and smoking
cigarettes ; some few can play the piano (an mstrument usually to be
found in these houses), but, as a rule, they are, as might be expected,
totally devoid of accomplishments. They have no rooms to them-
gelves, but live en pension, taking their meals together ; the mistress of
the house, or her husband, or lover, as the case may be, presides, and
the women take precedence at table among themselves, according to
the time that they have been in the establishment. After dinner,
commences the operation of dressing, and otherwise preparing them-
selves for the public, who chiefly frequent these houses in the eveni
and after midnight. By half-past seven or eight o’'clock they are ready
to make their appearance immediately on the bell being rung.

They are generally dressed in accordance with the latest fashion in
vogue at balls and soirdes, and leave untried no device of art for im-
proving or supplementing nature, spending large sums of money on
cosmetics and perfumery, often dyeing their hair and darkening their
eyebrows and eyelashes, and in some cases having sores painted over
to conceal them from their medical attendant,

These women are undoubtedly, as a rule, well-fed and well-dressed.
There is usually a debtor and ereditor account between them and the
mistress of the house, with whom it is always an object to keep her
lodgers in her debt, this being the only hold she can have upon them.
They are supposed, by a pleasing fiction, to pay nothing for their
lodging, firing, and light, and there is certainly no actual charge made
on this account; but, as a makeweight, one-half of what they earn is
considered to be the mistress’s portion, while the other half is paid over
to these avaricious duennas, and goes towards defraying the boarding
and other expenses. Such a bargain can only be struck by utterly im-
provident and reckless persons, and goes far towards proving them
mecapable of regulating their expenses for themselves ; it is believed in
France that, if they were not cared for by their mistresses, they would
sink at once into the extreme of poverty, and this affords, to my mind,
one of the few excuses that can be made for the toleration of such
houses. I have read in a French work upon prostitution some horrid
paragraghs that I do not care to extract, showing the fearful depth of
infamy to which these miserable women are sunk, it being even hinted
that their mistresses compel them to practise unnatural crimes by
threats of expulsion, to which also they are encouraged by extra
douceurs from the debauched habifués. So long as a woman is much
sought after, the mistress proves obsequious and kind, taking her
occasionally to the theatre, and permitting her other indulgences ; but
so soon as the public desert the waning prostitute, a cause of g
is found, and she is brutally turned out of doors, often with no
better covering than an old petticoat or worn-out dress. Thus is if
that the public prostitutes step at once from luxurious salons to dirty

* These houses are usually managed by a mistress and sub-mistress.
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The fille en carte of Paris obtains, of course, what she can for her ser-
vices, but the usual fee is from two to five francs. In the tolerated
houses, the sum charged by the establishment varies from five to twenty,
in addition to which the generosity of the visitor usually dictates a
trifling present to the victim, pour ses gants, as it is called. At the
Bame.rs, artisans pay by custom one frane, soldiers fifty centimes, or

y silver piece. Excited to drink (for, as I have men-
tmn , the sale of liquor at the lowest class of houses is winked at by
the puhca{lh}f their ws:turs and the dames de maison, each from different
motives, these jilles numérotées of the Banlieu are from habitual intoxica-
tion so incapable of sanitary precautions or observance of decorum, that
in their case, at least, the regulations of the Bureaw des Meurs may be
esteemed rather a blessmg than a curse.

Similar systems, more or less improved upon the Parisian type, pre-
vail at Toulon, Lyons, Strasburg, Brest, and other large French garrison
towns ; but as they appear ll]ﬂlki’:]}? to furnish the reader with any
useful information, 1 wﬂf’ spare myself and him any further reference
to them, until I have to speak of French hospital arrangements.

This sketch of French prostitution would be incomplete if I did not
compare the condition of the streets of Paris with that of our own. The
prostitutes in Paris are not spread over all the streets, as in London ;
they are only to be found in certain localities prescnbed by the police.
The Jille de maison may be met gaudily dressed, quickly walking back-
wards and forwards, in certain back streets; but even there she is not
allowed to actually Eﬂ]_i(:it, though, as may be supposed, she does not fail
to attract the attention of passers-by.

The fille & carte is the prostitute whom the stranger is most likely
meet with, and she is generally less gaudily dressed than the ﬁiﬁﬂ da
TMAESO, and is allowed by the police to walk up and down in certain
less frequented streets, but not to go beyond them. She likewise is not
allowed to solicit.

The Clandestine Prostifute, notwithstanding all thﬁ precautions of the
police to register every woman gaining her livelihood by prostitution,
is frequently te be met with in the streets of Paris. Work girls, ser-
vants, and girls serving in shops, who wish to increase their small
earnings, and yet are not registered by the police, come under the head
of clandestine prostitutes. These last of course are not more subject to
control than ordinary persons, but the police in Paris strictly supervise
all women known by them to be prostitutes, and render the streets
passable at all hours of the evening or night to respectable females, and
solicitation is strictly forbidden. Moreover, Frenchmen do not, as a
rule, go into the streets of Paris after dinner to meet with adventures ;
they rather frequent the casinos or houses of accommodation. And
even if some women are to be seen in certain streets in Paris in the
early part of the evening, after half-past eleven the streets are
quite deserted, as the police oblige every woman to retire to her room
at that hour. How different is the condition of the streets of London ;
and ‘we might well follow in this respect the example of the French.
In London a man has prostitution thrust upon him ; in Paris he has
to go out of his way to look for it ; so that external decency, so out-
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it was only in 1614 that, by joint action of the Hdtel Dien Committee
and the Bureau des Pauvres, a service was organized for male patients ;
but as corporal chastisement was exhibited with the medicaments of
the period, the institution for cure of * la gross vérole,” as it was called,
made but little progress.

The first Parisian female hospital was in a corner of the prison of La
Salpétridre, established in 1657, for the punishment of disorderl
women. Its patients, and those of the above-mentioned male hospital,
were subsequently moved to the Hospice de Bicétre, where in 1730
there were 400 patients, all in the direst wretchedness and neglect.
The horrors of Bicétre were atrocious,—in spite of all attempts to
remedy them by Maréschal, the Court Physician ; the minister Breteuil,
who was shocked on an inspection in 1784 ; and other reformers—until
great improvements were introduced by Michel Cullerier, appointed
surgeon in 1787. This able and virtuous man persnaded the Con-
stituent Assembly, in 1792, to remove his charges to the then new
Hépital du Midi.

In 1812, sixty beds for venereal patients were organized at the
Hopital St. Louis ; and in 1815, when the invasion brought a frightful
amount of disease into the ecity, additional accommodation became
again necessary. La Petite Force prison was made a subsidiary hospital,
and subsequently a part of the Hapital la Pitie being also called into
gimilar use, the municipal authorities, who had theretofore not flinched,
sought assistance from the public treasury. The Minister of the In-
terior demurred. The Prefect Angles insisted that this was not a local
but a public question ; but without avail. No material progress was
made. The dispute as to the expense entirely prevented it ; and when
Parent-Duchatelet wrote, he lamented that no special hospital for
diseased women existed, as well as a special prison for the eriminal and
disorderly ; these institutions being at the time of his death still
amalgamated. In 1835, however, the body whom we might here
denominate the Board of Hospital Commissioners, recognised the pro-
priety of the separation, and the regime which now prevails was set on
foot.

The venereal hospitals of Paris are Saint-Lazare, for police female
patients, say 200 beds ; Lourcine, female, 270 beds. There are also a
limited number of beds for peculiar cases in the General Hospital, St.
Louis, and about 15 or 20 reserved for paying patients at the Maison
Dubois, or Municipal Infirmary, in the Rue du Faubourg St. Denis.

The Saint-Lazare Hospital, in the Fanbourg St. Denis, combines an
mfirmary for females with what we should here term a bridewell. It
is under the control of the prefect of police, whose department econ-
signs to it all the regularly enrolled females reported unsound by the
medical branch, and the captured énsoumises who are found diseased
upon examination at the dépits. The infirmary department is under
the direction of two physicians, two house surgeons, an apothecary,
twenty-two wardswomen, and eight Sisters of Charity of the order of
Marie Joseph. The patients are very carefully classed with a view to
the separation of the old from the young, and the hardened from those
whose reclamation is not hopeless. Such as manifest a disposition to
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underwent the examination, was declared sound, and existence, ab
least, was thus assured to her for a time.

I am not aware that any system in any civilized country exists which
could prevent such a girl taking such a course. She passed from my
sight, but has left on my mind an indelible impression, and I insert
the sad story here, believing that its recital may bring home to the
reader, in the most forcible manner possible, the full horrors of pros-
titution.

Do many prostitutes, we may well ask, enter upon their career in
thisjway ¢ Is their name legion? who shall say? I cannot in the
present chapter pursue this subject further ; I shall revert to it here-
after, when, having considered the causes of prostitution, I pass on to
the discussion of the means that can best be adopted for grappling
with it.

During a recent visit to Paris, I asked M. Ricord, who has had a
thirty years’ experience of hospital direction, and is theroughly superior
to the prejudices in favour of the »ie antigue, which are not seldom
contemporary with such length of service, whether he had any idea as
to improving the system of venereal management in Paris. He was of
opinion that no change could be advantageously introduced beyond
rendering the sanitary police examination of registered women yet more
accurate, and permitting the unregistered to enter all the hospitals
indiscriminately. The obligation now imposed upon this class of re-
pairing to the Lourcine only, thereby making public the nature of their
ailments, and setting a stamp upon their pursuits, acts, he thinks, pre-
judicially, by eausing concealment, neglect, and aggravation of disease.

FRENCH CIVIL HOSPITAL EXPERIENCE FOR MALES.

The male venereal hospital for Paris is called Du Midi. It is estab-
lished for the gratuitous treatment of males only. It contains 336 beds
for in-patients; 22 of these, however, are reserved for patients who
can pay ls. 3d. per diem. At the period when I had the privilege of
attending this hospital, in addition to the in-patients, the students had
the advantage of seeing not less than 140 or 150 out-patients daily,
under the management of my masters, M. Ricord, M. Cullerier, and
M. Puche, aided by a staff of seven other medical officers of various
grades, and forty attendants. Its expenses for the year 1855 were
203,123 francs, or £8125. As, unfortunately, there is not the same
opportunity of employing the patients as in the female hospitals, their
sufferings from want of occupation, have been considerably abridged by
the formation of a lending library of 700 volumes. The devotion by the
hospital board of 22 beds to persons who can pay a frane and a-half per
diem in consideration of seclusion, has proved, as may readily be
imagined, a boon to many an unfortunate sufferer, disqualified by his
antecedents for the very mixed society in the free wards, but too poor,
or perhaps too proud, to secure in private such advice as is open at the
Midi to all comers.

The number of admissions for half a century, by periods of ten years,
and also during the years 1854 and 1855, with the mean stay in hos-
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goldiers were, naturally enough, distrustful and shy of it at first ; but
goldiers are not slower to see advantage to themselves than their brethren
in civil life, and soon they flocked to the hospital so promptly and
readily as sometimes to incur the charge from their comrades of being
malingerers for going into hospital with such trifling ailments ; but
this was a fault on the right side. Simple excoriations were quickly

t rid of ; and chaneres, being in their very first stage, rapidly healed
under the local application of caustic and water dressing. The men
were discharged to barracks in a few days; they had no extra duty te
bring up, if they had not concealed their complaints ; and their consti-
tutions were saved from the poisoning of the syphilitic virus, or of
mercury given for its cure. After some time, the old cases of secon
syphilis, and sloughing buboes and chancres, were got rid of ; and by
the end of three months we had scarcely a case of syphilitic disease in
the hospital.

“The health inspections took place, as usnal, once a week. The men
were paraded in their several barrack-rooms, each man, in cold weather,
standing on his stockings ; legs and feet bare; sleeves and trousers
turned up; jacket and shirt-ccllar thrown open, to expose the throat
and chest ; hands, face, feet, and legs, washed clean. In passing down
the line, it could be seen at a glance if the men had the appearance of
health, and were free from ophthalmia, itch, ulcers of the legs, ete. ; bub
no examination was made for venereal disease, because I felt satisfied
that such cases would be honestly reported. I therefore left it to the
soldiers’ own honour and sense of duty, as well as self-interest, to come
forward themselves ; and I must do them the justice to say, I seldom—
I believe I may safely add, never—had reason to regret the confidence
I placed in them ; while I know that they considered the exemption
from personal examination in public too great a boon and indulgence to
be lightly thrown away.”

Fortnightly inspections of the troops also seem to be sufficient, and
undoubtedly they should be made as seldom as is consistent with the
attainment of the desired object, so as to make them as little harassing
as possible to the troops. As regards the time occupied, let us listen
to what Surgeon-Major Wyatt says in answer to question

“1374. How much time is spent in the examination of your battalion
of 800 men %—It depends very much upon the nature of the light,
whether it is a bright day or a dark day, and also upon the nature of
the disease and the way the men behave. Sometimes they attempt to
elude the examination by concealment at the time. It is impossible to
say how long an examination would last altogether. Sometimes it
would take three-quarters of an hour or half-an-hour; it depends upon
circumstances.”

Dr. Bostock considers that a surgeon may thoroughly examine 600
men in an hour ; and doubtless the examination of men ean be more
rapidly made than that of women. I think, however, that the number
is placed far too high, and that in considering the proportion of surgeons
to troops, a far smaller one should be taken. Dr. Jeannel, to whom I
have already frequently referred, and who is no mean authority on
these matters, considers that one surgeon may easily examine 50 women
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204 REGULATION OF PROSTITUTION.

The question then arises, what is to be done with this system, at once
injurious, imperishable, utterly sinful and abominable. There are, as
we have seen, two methods of dealing with it, diametrically opposed to
each other, in vogue in the civilized world. The one is adopted on the
Continent, and the other is adopted in England, and also in the United
States. The former is the licensing, the latter the veluntary. They
are of course based on entirely opposite principles. The LICENSING SYS-
TEM takes for its basis the indestructible nature of the evil and the ter-
rible mischiefs which arise both socially and physically from its uncon-
trolled and misdirected energy ; it is argued that it is better to recognize
what we cannot prevent, and to regulate it rather than leave it to itself,
and since we cannot suppress, to define the conditions subject to which
it shall exist. The VOLUNTARY SYSTEM is based on the proposition that
prostitution exists in defiance of the laws of God, that the only re-
cognition which the State may lawfully take of sin is to suppress it, and
that if this is inexpedient or impossible, the only alternative is to
leave it to itself to find its own level and its own remedy—to remit to
the individual conscience the abstaining from or partaking in the sin,
and to private philanthropy the alleviation of its attendant evils. The
State, in fact, ignores its existence, taking cognizance only of it indi-
rectly, when gross acts of public indecency and disorder enforce atten-
tion and demand repression. It is objected to the licensing system,
that it is in fact licensing sin, and that permitting indulgence under
certain restrictions is in truth lending the sanction of the law to evil
practices ; it is also objected that it is practically useless, as the large
majority of prostitutes contrive to evade its provisions. This is, how-
ever, not so much an objection against the system as an observation
upon the method of ecarrying it out, and even if it be taken as an ob-
Jection against the system, it seems to be one of little weight, because
the facts are clear that several thousand women are thereby rendered
physically harmless, that is to say, not merely a small, but a very large
amount of good is done. Surely the refusal to reap a considerable
benefit because we cannot reap all the benefit we desire is not wise.
We should always bear in mind that half a loaf is better than no bread.
It may however be said that the argument is not quite fairly represented,
and that what is really meant is that the benefits derived from the
licensing system are insignificant when compared with the evils intro-
duced by it. The licensing system legalises vice by distinctly permit-
ting it under certain given conditions, the result of which is to lend to
prostitution the appearance, at least, of a lawful calling, and to diminish
sensibly both in men and women the sense of shame. Such a lowering
of the public morals is too dear a price to pay for partial security to
the public health. Another argument is, that it is degrading to the
woman to be forced to publicly admit herself a harlot, and that En-
glish prostitutes would never submit to auy law compelling them to
do so.

It is a somewhat curious style of arguing, to tell us in one breath
that the system is bad, becaunse it takes away from the shame naturally
attaching to the life of a prostitute, and in the next that it is bad
because 1t increases her degradation, and takes away, if submitted to,
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|

inspectors, 20 visiting serjeants.” I name a very small staff in the first.
instance, because it is easier to extend than to reduce the number,
“ That this department be entrusted, (1) With the surveillance of houses
of ill-fame, to enforce cleanliness and good order; (2) To maintain
decency in the streets with regard to public morality ; (3) To suppress
the sale of indecent prints, photographs, &e.; (4) Repress, as far as
possible, clandestine prostitution ; (5) Apprehend procuresses ; (6) Ap-
prehend persons who procure abortion ; (7) Search for women who fail
to attend medical inspections. That to this department be entrusted
the registry of prostitutes within the district. That no prostitute be
registered unless, (1) There be proof of former offences; (2) Publie
notoriety, such as attendance at places of public resort, or where pros- ,
titutes assemble, or other form of conclusive evidence. That each regi
tered woman be required to earry a card, on which shall be entered,
(1) Name ; (2) Address; (3) Date of last medical inspection. The
following regulations should be printed on the back of this card:
(1) To show card when demanded by officers of police specially ems-
ployed in this department; (2) To present themselves every fortnight
for medical inspection ; (3) Not to stop or form groups in the publie
thoroughfares. I recommend that there should be a compulsory pe-
riodical medical examination of all females known to be prostitutes,
and of all unmarried soldiers and sailors ; more particularly previous to
the former going on or returning from farlough ; or when the latter
are on board a harbour ship. As the early treatment of the disease is
indispensable, examination, when persons are supposed to be diseased
only, is insufficient ; besides irregular examinations are objected to by
the females themselves. The absence of regular and frequent exami-
nations allows the disease to be communicated before discovered. It is
necessary that ample hospital accommodation be provided ; that the
patients may be detained in hospital as often as found diseased, and
as long as they continue so ; and that when discharged from hospital,
the discharge ticket be handed to the police to prevent its improper use.
Under the present system there is a constant influx of diseased women
into towns where the Act is in operation, showing the necessity of
applying preventive measures to all places. Should the Act become
general, it would be necessary to provide hospital accommodation in all
unions of parishes.” (I presume half a dozen beds, in country dis-
tricts, would be sufficient.) ¢Some difficulty might be experienced at.
first from the want of sufficient hospital accommodation ; I would re-
commend the establishment of hospital ships under the charge of naval
surgeons ; these vessels might be dispensed with as the disease lessened.
I recommend that there should be a weekly medical examination of all
women living in brothels ; and that all drunken prostitutes charged
before a magistrate should be medically examined before being dis-
charged. It is found, where the Act has been in operation, that the
more serious forms of disease are of rare oceurrence ; that the social
condition of the prostitutes has been raised ; that their homes and habits
are improved, and that they are more cleanly in their persons. No ob-
jections would be raised on the part of these unfortunate women to the
surveillance of the police of this special department; the common
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