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An Attempt to form a CLASSIFICATION of
TuMoURs according #o their Anatomical

Struéture.

HE obfervations, which I have had an
opportunity of making in St. Bartho-
lomew’s Hofpital, on the various tumours
which occur in théihuman body, have been
fo numerous, that I have almoft felt myfelf
under the neceflity of forming fome claffifi-
cation of thofe difeafes. This claffification I
have attempted according to their anatomical
{tructure, which allows, at the fame time, of
a correfponding arrangement of thofe practi-
cal remarks that have been promifcuoufly
collected. I have long-felt fo fenfibly the
advantages refulting from an orderly arrange-
ment of this extenfive fubject, that I have
taught 1t for fome years in my Lectures in
the manner exhibited 1n the following pages.
VOL. IV. B ITam



2 A CLASSIFICATION

I am far, however, from being fatisfied withe
the method which I have adopted ; but it is
the beft that I have been able to devife ; and,
at leaft, 1t has this utility, that it admits of
a number of important cafes being arranged
in a perfpicuous manner, and prevents that
obfcurity which a total want of order necef-
farily creates.

My motives for laying this paper before
the Public are; firft, a conviftion, that an
extenfive knowledge of this fubje&, fuch a
knowledge as would lead to an attempt at
claffification, and to afcertain the peculiarities
which charalterize the different {pecies of
tumours, can only be obtained by thofe who
have very ample opportunities of obfervation.
But it is probable that, when the fubjeft in
general has been f{urveyed, and its parts
pointed out, thofe parts may be difcrimi-
nated and. examined with accuracy and ad-
vantage, by perfons who have net had oppor-
tunities of contemplating the whole. 2dly,
The minds of medical men having of late
been laudably excited to inveftigate the nature
of cancer, in hopes of difcovering fomething

fervice-
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{erviceable in that dreadful difeafe, it be-
comes right to remark, and it will appear
from the following account, that there
are many local tumours and ulcers, as in-
tractable in their nature, and deftruéhve in
their progrefs, as cancer, which are liable to
be confounded with that difeafe, but which
ought to be diftinguifhed from it, before any
progrefs can be made in this difficult part of
medical {cience. The fociety for the invefti-
gation of the nature of cancer have enquired
about the anatomical ftructure of that difeafe,
and about other diforders which have a re-
femblance to 1t. In the prefent paper I have
attempted to reply to fuch interrogations, as
far as my knowledge enables me. It appears
to me, that, in order fully to inveftigate any
{ubject with advantage, a great decal of coila-
teral knowledge is required, which ferves,
like light fthining from various places, to illu-
minate the objet of our refearches. I
am not without hopes that this paper will
tend to point out the required diftinctions,
and furnifh fuch collateral knowledge.

B2 In



4 A CLASSIFICATION

In engaging in a new undertaking, I am
likely to expofe my own deficiencies of in-
formation ; and by adopting a new and per-
haps injudicious arrangement, and employing
new and perhaps unfit terms, I may lay my-
felf open to criticifm and cenfure. 1 am not
unwilling, however, to encounter thefe rifks,
when I have it in view to bring a difficult
and interefting fubje&t fairly before the
public; in hopes that, by exciting the atten-
tion and engaging the labours of many per-
fons, it may, at length, acquire that perfec-
tion of which it is fufceptible, and which
could never be brought about by the exer-
tions of a few individuals.

The fubject of tumours occupies a con-
fiderable fpace in the works of the antient
writers on medicine. ‘They feem, however,
to have confidered the fubjeét, rather with
regard to its name than its nature . for we
find a great variety of diffimilar difeafes col-
lected, I cannot {ay arranged, under the fame
general title. The error has defcended to us,

and even in Dr. Cullen’s Nofology we find
difeafss
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difeafes of arteries, veins, glands, tendons,
joints, and bones, brought together under
one order, and defignated by the fame name
of fumours. Some of thefe alfo are merely
enlargements of natural parts ; whilft others
are entirely new productions, having no exift-
ence in the original compofition of the body.
We have, I believe, fufficient knowledge of
the nature of thefe difeafes to clafs them
more fcientifically ; and as this has not yet,
as far as I know *, been done, I fhall endea-

vour to {upply the deficiency.

In the definition which I mean to give of
tumours, I fhall trefpafs as much againft the
ufual import of the word, as nofologifts have
hitherto done 1n their claffifications againft
the nature of the difeafe. For I fhall reftrict
the furgical fignification of the word “ Tu-
mour” to {fuch f{wellings as arife from fome
new production, which made no part of the

* Plenck publithed, 1767, a work intitled ¢ Syftema
Tumorum,” which I have not feen, but I conclude that it
does not refemble the prefent attempt; fince no arrange-
ment, like that which I have made, is to met with in the
Encyclopédie Methodique. '

B 3 original



6 A CLASSIFICATION

original compofition of the body; and by
this means I fhall exclude all fimple enlarge-
ments of bones, joints, glands, &c. Many
enlargements of glands are however included
in the definition, as they are found to be
owing to a tumour growing in them, and
either condenfing the natural ftructure, or
caufing the abforption of the original gland,
Sometimes alfo the difeafe of the gland {eems
to produce an entire alteration of ftructure
in the part; the natural organization being
removed, and a new-formed difeafed firucture
{fubftituted in its ftead. In either of thefe
cafes the difeafe of the gland is defigned to be
included in the definition ; and the practical
remarks which follow will equally apply to
the fame kind of difeafed ftructure whether
it exift feparately by itfelf, or occupy the
fituation of an original gland. The ftrutture
of tumours 1s alfo a part of morbid anatomy
which deferves to be examined ; fince (as it
did not come within the fcope of the under-
taking) it has not been fully difcuffed by
Dr. Baillie in his very valuable treatife on
that fubject. Yet as he has given reprefenta-
tions of glandular parts enlarged by a difeafed

' | - ftructure
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ftructure of an entirely new formation; fo I
fhall have the advantage of referring the
reader to his accurate and expreflive repre-
{entations of fome of thofe appearances which
it 1s my purpofe to defcribe. There is an
obfervation ef this judicious and accurate
writer which I fhall take the liberty of ine
ferting, fince it juftly appreciates the degree
of utility of inveftigations like the prefent:
he obferves, ¢ that the knowledge of morbid
{tructure does not lead with certainty to the
knowledge of morbid ations, although the
one is the effect of the other; yet furely it
lays the moft folid foundation for profecuting
fuch enquiries with fuccefs. In proportion,
therefore, as we fhall become acquainted with
the changes produced in the ftrutture of
parts from difeafed actions, we fhall be more
likely to make fome progrefs towards a
knowledge of the actions them{elves, although
it muft be very flowly.”

The incipient ftate of tumours will natu-
rally firft engage our attention; and thofe,
which perhaps form the beft example and
tluftration of the fubject, are fuch as

B 4 hang
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hang into cavities from the membran-
ous furfaces which form their boundaries.
The caufe of tumours having a pendu-
lous attachment attrated the attention of
Mr. Hunter, who made the following re-
marks on the formation of one on the inner
furface of the peritoneum, as is related by
Mr. Home in the Tranfactions of a Society
for the Improvement of Medical and Chi-
rurgical Knowledge, Vol.i. p.23:. * The
cavity of the abdomen being opened there
appeared, lying upon the peritoneum, a {mall
portion of red blood recently coagulated; this,
upon examination, was found connected to
the furface upon which it had been depofited
by an attachment half an inch long, and this
neck had been formed before the coagulum
had loft its red colour.,” Now had veflels
thot through this {lender neck, and organized
the clot of blood, as this would then have
become a living part, it might have grown
to an indefinite magnitude, and its nature
and progrefs would probably have depended
on the organization which it had aflumed. I
have in my pofleffion a tumour, doubtlefs
formed in the manner Mr. Hunter has de-

11 fcribed,
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fcribed, which hung pendulous from the
front of the peritoneum, and in which the
organization and confequent ations have
been fo far completed, that the body of ths
tumour has become a lump of fat, whilft the
neck 1s merely of a fibrous and vafcula
texture. There can be little doubt, but that
tumours form every where in the fame man-
nei. The coagulable part of the blood being
either accidentally effufed, or depofited in
confequence of difeafe, becomes afterwards
an organized and living part, by the growth
of the adjacent veffels and nerves into it.
When the depofited {ubftance has its at-
tachment by a fingle thread, all its vafcular
{fupply muft proceed through that part; but
in other cafes the veflels {thoot into it irre-
gularly at various parts of its furface. Thus
an unorganized concrete becomes a living tu-
mour, which has at firft no perceptible pe-
culiarity as to its nature; though it derives
a fupply of nourithment from the{urrounding
parts, it feems to live and grow by 1ts own
independent powers; and the fature ftruc-
ture, which 1t may acquire, {feems to depend
on the operation of its own veflels. When

the
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the organization of a gland becomes changed
into that unnatural ftruture which is ob-
fervable in tumours, it may be thought in
fome degree to contradi¢t thofe obferva-
tions : but in this cafe the fubftance of the
gland 1s the matrix in which the tumour is

formed.

The ftruture of a tumour is fometimes
jike that of the parts near which it grows,
Thofe which are pendulous into joints, are
of a cartilaginous or offecus fabric; fatty
tumours frequently form in the midft of
adipofe fubftance, and I have {feen {ome tu-
mours growing from the palate, and having -
a {lender attachment, which in ftructure re-
- fembled the palate. Sometimes, however,
they do not refemble in ftructure the parts
from which they grow. The inftance juft
mentioned, of the pendulous portion of fat
growing from the peritoneum, will ferve as
a proof: the wveflels, which had fhot into
it, made the tumour into fat, whilft the neck
was of a fibrous and vafcular ftructure. I
have feen offeous tumours unconnected with

bone or periofteum ; and indeed, 1n general,
the
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the ftructure of a tumour is unlike that of
the part in which it is produced. Therefore
we feem warranted in concluding, that in
many cafes the nature of the tumour depends
on its ownactions and organization; and that,
like the embryon, 1t merely receives nourifh-
ment from the furrounding parts,

If, then, the coagulable part of the blood
be from any caufe effufed, if the adjacent
abforbents do not remove 1t, and the fur-
rounding vefiels grow 1into it, the origin of
a tumour may be thus formed. It may be
right to reflect a little on the caufes which
may occafion a depofition and confequent
organization of the coagulable part of the
blood ; as {fuch reflections throw light on the
nature and growth of tumours, and lead to
the eftablithment of principles, which are
applicable to tumours in general. The de-
pofition of the coagulable part of the blood
may be the effect of accident, or of a com-
mon inflammatory procefs *, or it may be

the

* It will probably be ufcful to flluftrate thig fubject by
the recital of a cafe ; —
CASE.
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the confequence of fome difeafed action of
the furrounding veflels which may influence
the organization and growth of the tu-

mours,

In the former cafes, the parts {urrounding
the tumour may be confidered fimply as the
fources from which it derives its nutriment,
whilft 1t grows apparently by its own inhe-
rent powers, and its organization depends
upon actions begun and exifting in itfelf.
If fuch a tumor be removed, the {furround-
ing parts, being found, foon heal, and a com-
plete cure enfues. But if a tumour be re-
moved, whofe exiftence depended on the
difeafe of the furrounding parts, which are

=

CASE.

A medical practitioner bruifed the upper part of his
thigh againit the pummel of a faddle, in confequence of
his horfe ftarting. The bruife and {light inflammation
attendant on this accident foon difappeared, but after
fome months, he perceived a {mall tumour, which gra-
dually increafed, till 1t acquired a confiderable maggi-
tude. He came to London, and had it removed. It was
an adipofe tumour, and had a diftin¢t capfule inclofing
it, formed by the condenfation of the cellular fubftance

mm which it had grown.
fh!
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itill left, and this difeafe be not altered by
the ftimulus of the operation, no benefit is
obtained : thefe parts again produce a dif-
cafed {ubftance, which has generally the ap-
pearance of fungus, and, in confequence of
being 1rritated by the injury of the operation,
the difeafe 1s in general increafed by the
means which were defigned for its cure. It
appears therefore that in fome cafes of tu-
mours, the newly formed part alone requires
removal, whilft m others the {urrounding
fubftance muft be taken away, or a radical
cure cannot be effected.

There is yet another circumftance deferv-
ing attention, before I proceed to the particu-
lar confideration of the fubjett; which 1s,
that a tumour once formed, feems to be a fuf-
ficient caufe of its own continuance and in-
creafe. ‘The irritation, which it caufes in the
contiguous parts, 1s likely to keep up that
increafed action of veflels which is neceffary,
to its fupply; and the larger it becomes, the
- more does it ftimulate, and of courfe contri-
bute to its own increafe.

Suppofle
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Suppofe then a tumour to have formed,
and increafed ; it will continue to grow and
to condenfe the furrounding cellular fub-
ftance, and thus acquire for itfelf a kind of
capfule. Tumours are more clofely or loofely
connected to the furrounding parts; which
circumftance {feems to depend upon the de-
gree of ftimulus which they occafion, and
the inflammation which they thus excite.
This irritation perhaps may be the caufe why
fome tumours, which are flow in their firft
increafe, grow rapidly after they have ac-
quired a certain fize.

Thefe preliminary obfervations will be re-
ferred to, when the different kinds of tumours
are defcribed.  When the hiftory of different
kinds of tumouss 1s {poken of, there will be
frequent neceffity to advert to the effects of
medical treatment upon them; it therefore
feems right to premife a few words upon

that fubjett.

It can fcarcely be doubted that when
tumours form and grow, there exifts an

increafed ftate of action in the adjacent vef-
fels,




oF TUMOURS. i3

fels, and the firft curative intention in thefe
difeafes will therefore be to reprefs as much
as poflible this unufual exertion of the vef-
fels, which gives rife to the formation of a
tumour, and, by its continuance, caufes its
increafe.

I know of no local meafures to diminifh
an increafed or inflammatory action of any
part of the body more rational in theory, or
more efficacious in practice than thofe of
taking away the two great caufes of animal
actions, the bloed and heat of the difor-
dered part. The former is generally accom-
plithed by means of leeches applied n its
vicinity, which fhould be repeated as cir-
cumftances indicate; and the latter, by the
application of folded linen, wetted with
fedative lotions, by which a continual eva-
poration and conftant abftraction of heat is
kept up from the furface of the fkin. The
effect of this laft mode of treatment is much
more cenfiderable than at firft fight might
be fuppofed. It operates on parts far be-
neath the furface. As heat is fo trani-

12 miflible
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miffible a fubftance*, fo in proportion as
the temperature of the fkin is diminifhed by
evaporation, it derives heat from the fubja-
cent parts, and thus are their morbid aétions
leflened .  If by fuch means the growth of
a tumour be fufpended, another curative in-
dication naturally arifes, which is to pro-
mote the abforption of the new formed fub-
ftance.

* Though this expreflion may not be correck, the idea
which is defigned to be conveyed by it, will, I believe, be
underftood.

1 The regulation of the temperature of difeafed parts,
feems to be an important object in the treatment of local
difeafes ; and it is very pofhble,. that by producing eva-
poration from the furface we may chill them. Patients,
therefore, ought be apprized, that our object in the ufe
of evaporating wathes, is merely to prevent an unna-
tural degree of heat. It is not neceffary that the wathes
fhould be applied cold to accomplifh this object. A chilly
fenfation imparted to a portion of the fkin may affect the
whole furface, and produce that affection which we call
a cold. In many cafes, a bread and water poultice feems
to me the beft application we can employ, both with a
view to abftract {uperfluous heat, and on account of its
foothing properties. It is indeed a local warm bath, and,
like the bath, it induces a gentle perfpiration from the
furface.

This
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This indication is generally attempted
by the ufe of ftimulants, fuch as frictions
with mercurial ointment, preflure, and
eletricity, or by means which alfo excite
fome counter irritation, as rubefacient plaf-
ters, folutions of falts, blifters, and iflues.
Both reafon and experience equally demon-
{trate the impropriety of ufing the ftimulat-
ing plan till the difeafe is firft tranquillized,
and in a degree fubdued. It is reafonable to
expect that fimulating meafures will increafe
the actions, which are going on in the dif-
eafed part; and experience proves that dif-
eafes are often increafed by thofe very means
which, had they been employed at a proper
time, might have effeted their cure. This
may be elucidated by a fa¢t which is, I
believe, gemerally known and admitted, that
if a blifter be applied for the cure of a pleu-
rify before evacuations are made ufe of, and
the activity of the difeafe be thus checked, it
aggravates the difeafe; if afterwards, it {peedi-
ly effects a cure. If a tumour or any local
difeafe be for a time benefitted by ftimulating
difcutients, and the difeafed actions recur in
it with a degree of activity; it is better to

VOL. IV, c defift
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defift from this latter plan of treatment, and
adopt again the former one, till the difeafe is
by fuch means rendered inactive.

I am {o well convineed of the neceffity of
attending to the time and circumftances in
which thefe remedies are applied in order to
give them their real efficacy in the cure of
local difeafes, that I have been induced to
dwell longer on this fubject than may per-
haps to fome feem neceffary.

- When a blifter 1s made permanent, or a
feton or ifiue is made in the vicinity of a
difordered part, it is in fact producing a new
but curable difeafe, 1in order to detract from
an old one, over which we have lefs controll.
But here the fame obfervations apply. We
thould not produce a new difeafe till the
active ftate of the original one is diminifheds
and till it is, as it were, rendered dormant ;
for otherwife the irritation of the intended
remedy will rather tend to the aggravation
than the cure of the diforder’; 1t will allo
increafe the febrile difturbance of the confti-
tution, by adding to the caufes of irritation.
It fhould alfo b: borne in mind, that the

6 intended
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jntended remedy is a difeafe of our own
creating ; and,”if it be a painful one, that it
may, by difturbing the conftitution, do more
harm in this way to the original difeafe than
good by its counter-irritation.

Suchare thelocal meansof treating tumours,
as well as other loca! difeafes, and to thefel
thall have occafion to refer. I cannot fpeak
of the general means ufually employed to ope-
rate on thefe diforders without entering into a
long, and, I think, an unneceflary difcufiion.

In attempting a claffification of tumours, I
fhall fuppofe that they may be made to con-
fitute an Order in the clafs of local dieafes
in nofology; and the meaning of the word
may be reftri¢ted, in the manner fuggefted, to
fubftances of new formation, which made no
part in the original ftruture of the body ; the
order may then be divided into genera, and the
firft genus may be denominated from its moft
obvious characlter, (that of havinga firmand
flefhy feel, ) Sarcoma, or Sarcomatous tumours.

This genus contains many {pecies, to a
defcription of which I next proceed. The firft
Gl e g
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of which I fhall treat, being apparently comniv
pofed of the coagulable part of the blood,
rendered very generally vafcular by the
growth of veffels through it, without having
any noticeable peculiarity in their diftribu-
tion, may therefore be called 3

Common Vafular, or organized Sarcoma.

The names by which I have diftinguithed
the different fpeties of farcoma have been
objetted to, becaufe they are derived from
internal circumftances, and not from any
information, which can be acquired prior to
an operation. I have not, however, been
able to devife any better mode of denomi-
nating thefe tumours: for all the fpecies
muft agree 1n the external characters, thofe
of an increafe of bulk, and a flefhy feel. If,
however, an arrangement of tumours were
once made, fo that the hiftory eof each
fpecies could be particularly remarked, we
might perhaps be ahle, from this circum-
ftance, to form a probable opinion of the na-
ture of the tumour, and of the mode of treat-
ment which it would require ; and, by advert-
ang to the ftructure of the removed tumour

after
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after an operation, we might determine
whether it would be right to remove or leave
the contiguous parts. It is defigned, then,
to include under this title all thofe tumours
which appear to be compofed of the gela-
tinous part of the blood, rendered more
er lefs vafcular by the growth of veflels
through it.

The veflels which pervade this fubftance
are, in different inftances, ecither larger or
{maller, more or lefs numerous: they are dif-
tributed in their ufual arborefcent manner,
without any defcribable peculiarity of ar-
rangement. This kind of tumour feems to
be the moft fimple in its nature ; many, per-
haps all, of the varieties of tumours, were at
firft of this nature. 'The fatty tumour lately
mentioned was doubtlefs at firft a common
vafcular fubftance ; but the vefiels fecreted fat
in the body of the tumour, whilft the neck
underwent no fuch change.

They are {uch tumours, then, as are orga-
nized throughout, but without "diftinguith-
able peculiarity of ftructure, that are meant
¢o be confidered under this title, ‘This

€3 firucture
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ftruéture 1s met with not only in diftinét tu-
mours, but likewife in the teftis, mamma,
and abforbent glands. In the teftis I have
feen the veflels, very numerous and fmall,
difperfed through every part of the tumour.
In the mamma they {feem to be rather large
than numerous, and the organization ap-
pears lels complete,

When this kind of tumour has attained a
confiderable fize, the fuperficial veins appeaf
remarkably large; on which account, to-
gether with their curioufly meandering courfe
beneath the fkin, they cannot fail to attract
attention.. Perhaps the weight of the tumour
comprefles the deeper feated veins and obliges
the blood to return in larger quantities
through thofe nearer the furface ; or perhaps
thefe veflels undergo a kind of fympathetic
enlargement ; for they do not appear to be
diftended by the blood which they contain.

Thefe tumours are generally dull in their
{fenfation ; enduring even a rough examina-
tion by the hand, and ele€tric {hocks, without
becoming painful. I fufpect that it is this
kind of farcoma, which fometimes, though

rarely,
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rarely, fuppurates; but as, when that event
takes place, even partially, the reft of the
{ubftance 1s, in general, {peedily removed by
abforption, I have had no opportunity of
afcertaining this circumftance.

Thefe tumours generally grow till the fkin
1s fo diftended that it ulcerates, and expofes
the new-formed fubftance; which, being as
it were obliged to inflame, and not being
able to {uftain difeafe, {loughs and falls out;
fometimes portions feem to be detached, and
come away without floughing. In this man-
ner is the difeafe occafionally got rid of;
but fuch 1s the conftitutional irritation at-
tending this procefs, and the difgufting feetor
and frightful appearance of the part, that
the {urgeon generally recommends, and the
patient {ubmits to its removal at this juncture.

As Cafes will probaply convey more in-
formation in lefs words than defeription or
narrative, and as they identify the kind of
difeafe which is meant to be defcribed, and
inform, as it were by example; I defign to
relate ene or more cafes of each kind of

C 4 tumour,
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tumour, and thus curtail as much as I can
my defcription of them,

CASE L

A woman, between forty and fifty years of
age, wds admitted into St. Bartholomew’s
Hofpital, on account of a confiderable tu-
mour which had grown on the infide of the
knee, and had fo concealed the tibia, that it
could not be felt. She remembered it when
of the fize of an egg, but could give no in-
formation to our inquiries, whether in that
ftate it was fixed to the bone, or moveable
upon it. It meafured two feet in circum-
ference, and had been gradually increafing
between three and four years. The veins
were large, and formed an appearance like
network on the {urface. |

As the tumour advanced in fize it had
gradually prevented her moving about till it
entirely confined her to her bed. In this
fituation it was not painful till within half a
year before her. admiffion into the hofpital ;
when, from the fenfe of diftenfion of the
{kin, and the inflammation induced in that

part,
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part, fhe became reftlefs and feverifh, and
loft her fleth confiderably. At length, the
{kin ulcerated, and the expofed tumour in-
flamed and {loughed at different times, fo as
to leave a cavity in it of the fize of a pint-
bafon. From the fides of this cavity” there
was poured forth a moft copious and feetid
difcharge : the had frequently loft blood from
the vefels 1aid open by ulceration or flough-
ing ; and, on her admiffion into the hofpital
fhe had a confirmed hectical fever through,
weaknefs and 1irritation,

The ftate of the patient’s health, the mag-
nitude of the tumour, the uncertainty of its
origin, (for it was fuppofed to have arifen
from a difeafed bone) made amputation ap-
pear the only means of preferving life. Upon
an examination of the amputated limb, which
was previoufly injected, this tumour was
found to have no connection with the bone
or joint upon which 1t lay. The lower
part of the tumour was covered by a thin
capfule, made apparently of condenfed cel-
lular {fubftance, and it was loofely conneéted
to the parts on which it lay ; but on the fur-

face
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face of the tumour next the fkin the capfule
firmly adhered to it in confequence of the
inflammation which had taken place. The
fubftance of which the tumour was compofed
appeared to have been originally of a coagu-
lable nature, and the veflels which ramified
throughout 1t, appeared to be rather large
than numerous: yet this appearance might
have arifen from an imperfe(t injection,.

This fingle cafe is fufficient to convey all
the general information on this fubjeét, which
I have obtained. It 1s unneceflary to add
parallel inftances, and I am unwilling to load
the account with minute particulars, left they
thould cbfcure the principal facts. Probably
from the want of knowledge I may have
included, without difcrimination, many va-
rieties 1n this {pecies of tumour; and, per-
haps, further obfervations will furnifth more
fpecific diftintions in thefe difeafes. The -
fubject is but begun; and the difficulty of
the inveftigation will, I hope, apologize for
the {mall advances which I have been as yet
able to make.

Adipef
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Adipofe Sarcoma.

This is a very common {pecies of farco-
matous tumour, and is formed moft com-
monly on the front, or back part of the
trunk of the body, and fometimes in the
extremities.

Although it 1s generally formed in the
midft of cellular and adipofe fubftance, there
can be little doubt that its origin is like that
of other tumours ; that, in the firft inftance,
it was coagulable lymph, rendered vafcular
by the growth of veflels into it, and that its
future ftructure was the confequence of their
arrangement and actions. That this was the
cafe in the pendulous tumours mentioned in
the preliminary obfervations (page g.) {feems
to be certain.

The diftin¢t origin of fuch tumours is
made fufficiently evident, by obferving, that
they have always a thin capfule of common
cellular fubftance, which feparates them from
the contiguous parts. This capfule feems
merely to be the effeCt of that condenfation

of



28 A CLASSIFICATION

of the furrounding cellular fubftance, which
the preffure of the tumour occafions. As the
growth of adipofe tumours is regularly and
{lowly progreflive ; as nothing like inflam-
mation in general accompanies their increafe ;
their capfules afford a ftriking inftance of an
inveftment acquired fimply by a {light con-
denfation of the furrounding ccllular ftruc-
ture, unaffected by inflammation. 'The cap-
fule, which is very thin, adheres but {lightly
to the tumour : and the principal conneftion
appears to be by veflels, which pafs through it
to enter the fubftance of the tumour. Thefe
veflels are fo {mall and the connection fo
{light, that no diffection is required to fepa-
rate it; for when the tumour is to be re-
moved, the hand of the operator can be
eafily introduced between it and its inveft-
ment, and it is thus readily turned out of its
capfule.

The veffels of adipofe tumours are neither
large nor numerous; they are readily torn
when the {eparation alluded to is attempted,
and they f{carcely bleed after it has been
gffeCted. It 1s natural to fuppofe when the

12 greaicr
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greater part of a large tumour has been des
tached, and no veflel of confequence has
been divided, that fome principal nutrient
artery will afterwards be met with ; and this
fuppofition produces an unneceflary hefitation
on the part of the operator. There is in-
deed no fpecies of tumour that can be re-
moved with fo much celerity, with fuch ap-
parent dexterity, or with {fuch complete fe-
curity againft future confequences, as thofe of
an adipofe nature. In fome inftances, how-
ever, when inflaimmation has been induced,
the capfules even of thefe tumours are
thickened, and adhere fo as not to be fe-
parable without difficulty from their furface.
To certify this remark I may mention the
cafe of a man who had an adipofe tumour
growing beneath the fkin of the nates, in
which the preflure from fitting occafioned
inflammation, and this kind of tenacious ad-
hefion of the capfule to its furface. This
circumftance made the feparation of the fkin
from off its {urface difficult, when the extir-
pation of the tumour was undertaken ; but,
after that was accomplifhed, the bafe of the
tumour was lifted up and removed with great

facility,
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facility, and almoft without the ufe of the
,fknife. The under part of this tumour had
‘not a regular furface, but projected in por-
tions o as to have a lobulated appearance s
a circumftance which 1s not unfrequent, and
which deferves to be mentioned. From the
occurrence of inflammation likewife thefe
tumours fometimes adhere to the conti-
guous parts ; of which circumftance the cafe
which I am about to relate affords a curious

example.

I have known feveral fatty tumours grow-
ing at the {ame time, in different parts of
the body of the {ame perfon.

I fhall take the liberty of giving an ac-
count of the extirpation of a very large tu-
mour of this kind; as the cafe 1s particularly
interefting, and fhews that the circumftances
ufually met with are unaltered by the fize of
the tumour.

CASE. 1L

A healthy middle-aged man had a tumour

formed apparently beneath the fafcia of his
thigh,
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thigh, which he remembered when it was no
bigger than ancgg. It had increafed by a regu-
lar and {low progrefs, in little more than four
years, to a very great magnitude, fuch as
may be eafily fuppofed, when it is told, that
it weighed, after removal, between fourteen
and fifteen pounds. It had been attended
with no pain during its increafe, and was
now only inconvenient by its bulk.

The furgeons who firft faw this patient
would not undertake any operation, feeling
an uncertainty as to the nature and con-
nections of the tumour; though they all
‘agreed that, when the fkin gave way, there
was but little chance of the poor man’s fur-.
‘viving the confequences of fuch an expofure.
Confidering from the hiftory of the cafe, that
‘the tumour muft have been removable in the
firft inftance; believing, from its freedom
from pain and irritation, that it was of no
malignant nature, and that an operation was
only alarming from 1its magnitude; I recom-
mended the patient to fee the moft eminent
“furgeons in London, before he returned in

defpair to the country, from whence he had
COIIIE
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come for relief. Mr. Cline gave him more
direct hopes of fuccefs than he received elfe-
where, and he went into St. Thomas's Hof-
pital to fubmit to the operation,

When Mr. Cline had divided the fkin and
fafcia of the thigh, the tumour was eafily
turned out ; but 1t had unfortunately acquired
a ligamentous adhefion to the orbicular liga-
ment of the hip, which could not be fepa«
rated without, in fome degree, injuring that
part. 'This attachment appeared to be about
half an inch in breadth and about one fourth
of an inch in length. The caufe and nature
of this firm attachment to the ligament of
the hip, feems the only circumftance peculiar
to this cafe, or requiring explanation. It ap-
pears to me eafily accounted for, by fuppofing
the tumour to have comprefled and irritated
that part, and thus to have occafioned an ad-
hefion, at firlt of a glutinous nature, but
which afterwards becoming organized, had
affumed the ftructure of the parts, from
whence it proceeded. In like manner tumours
growing near, and comprefling the furface of
bones, frequently occafion a degreeof exoftofis,

Ne
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No hamorrhage followed the removal of
the tumour. The wound at firft appeared
difpofed to do well; but the patient became
feverifh, and it did not unte by adhefion.
There were alfo fome {ymptoms indicating
inflammation about the hip-joint. The man,
however, furmounted thefe difficulties, and,

after fome months, was difcharged from the
Hofpital.

There were two circumftances in the ope-
ration attended with danger ; one, the fize of
the wound, which could hardly be expected
to unite by adhefion, on account of the irri-
tation which, from its extent, muft be created;
the other, this unlucky attachment to the
ligament of the joint. It is to be lamented,
that a difeafe, {o readily removable in its com-
mencement, {hould have been fuffered to ac-
quire a magnitude, which alone was a fource

of danger.

Since the publication of the firft edition of
thefe obfervations, I have feen an abicefs form
in the fubftance of an adipofe tumour. Earthy
matter was alfo depofited on the fides of the

VOL. 1V, D cavity
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cavity which had contained the pus. I have
alfo feen offeous matter depofited within the
{fubftance of an adipofe tumour.

Pancreatic Sarcoma.

The next {pecies of farcomatous tumour,
which T fhall defcribe, refembles in appear-
ance the pancreas, and, on that account, may
be named (if the etymological import of the
word be not confidered as prohibitory) Pan-
creatic Sarcoma.

This new-formed fubftance 1s made up of
irregularly thaped mafles ; in colour, texture,
and fize refembling the larger maffes which
compofe the pancreas. They appear alfo to
be connected with each other, like the portions
of that gland, by a fibrous fubftance of a
loofer texture. This kind of farcoma, though
fometimes formed diftinctly in the cellular
{fubftance, more frequently occurs in the fe-
male breaft, perhaps originating in lymphatic
glands; and, as cafes of this kind fufficiently
illuftrate 1ts nature and progrefs, and appear
more interefting in proportion to the im-

portance
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portance of the parts concerned, I thall felect
fome inftances of it, in this part, to {hew thofe
circumftances which feem moft important
in the hiftory of this {pecies of farcoma.

I fhall, however, firft relate a cafe of this
difeafed ftructure occurring in the lymphatic
glands beneath the lower jaw, and afterwards
fpeak of its progrefs, when it takes place
in or near to the female breaft.

CASE IIL

A man came to St. Bartholomew’s Hof-
pital from Oxfordfhire, with three difeafed
lymphatic glands, each of the fize of a very
large plum. They were fituated beneath
the bafis of the jaw, upon the mylohyoideus
mufcle. They refifted the attempts which
had been made to difcufs them; and had not
been removed from an apprehenfion that a
dangerous hemorrhage would take place in
the operation. The glands had gradually,
though very flowly, attained their prefent
magnitude, for the difeafe was of fifteen
years' duration. The furrounding parts were

b2 not
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not affe¢ted. Sir Charles Blicke undertook
and accomplifhed the removal of the dif-
ealed gland, the ftruture of which was
exactly fuch as has been defcribed. This
cafe is related in the firft place, as it thews
moft clearly the ufual charalteriftics of this
fpecies of difeafed ftructure ; which are thofe
of flowly increafing, of not being prone to in-
flammation, or tending to {uppuration.

It may not be improper to mention,
though it is irrelevant to the prefent fubject,
that, in the operation, the external maxillary
artery was unavoidably divided. It did not,
however bleed immediately after the opera-
tion, fo that this circumftance was not per-
ceived; and the edges of the wound were
brought together by one future, and accu-
rately and firmly clofed by fticking-plafter.
Shortly afterwards the patient felt a fenfe of
choking, which increafed to a ftate almoft of
complete fuffocation. Indeed it feems probable
that this might really have happened before
any one could have come to his affiftance,

“had not fome of the plafters fortunately given
way, and afforded fome difcharge to the
6 blood :
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blood : for a very great quantity of coagu-
lated blood had collefted within the wound,
and compreffed the trachea and pharynx to a
greater degree than would readily be believed
by thofe who had not witneffed the faét.
This circumftance 1s mentioned to {hew the
impropriety, when there is any chance of
hzmorrhage, of clofing wounds fo ftrictly
by fticking-plafter, as to allow no exit to any
blood that may be effufed; and it is particu-
larly unfafe in circumftances fimilar to thofe
of the foregoing cafe. If the hemorrhage be
but fmall in quantity, and the efcape of the
blocd be prevented, it feparates the fides of
the wound which fhould lie in clofe contact,
and thereby prevents tReir immediate union ;
and, if it be confiderable, it deferves to be
remarked, that, fo far is the compreffion
which the confined blood muft make on the
arteries, from which it was poured, from
{ftopping the bleeding, that i1t feems to be a
ftimulating caufe, exciting an hemorrhagic
action in the veffels. This remark 1s mani-
fefted by the prefent, as well as by many other
cafes in furgery.

D 3 This



28 ‘A CLASSIFICATION

This kind of farcoma frequently forms
amid(t the mammary gland, a little above,
and on that fide of the nipple, which 1is
next to the arm.  Its appearance would lead
one to fuppofe, that it was a lymphatic gland,
which 1s ufually found in that fituation, con-
verted into this firuéture ; but fometimes it
{eems like a diftinct tumour. It is the ap-
pearance of the capfule which invefts the
tumour, that has led me to form thefe
opinions.

Thefe tumours leffen in bulk if judicioufly
treated ; but if they cannot be entirely dif-
perfed, they increafe gradually: and when
they have attained fome confiderable fize,
they are generally removed, from apprehen-
fion of the confequences which they might
produce, if they were fuffered to remain. If
the tumour be indolent, and if it increafes
{flowly, the parts furrounding it, and the
glands 1 the axilla are not affeCted. But
fome tumours formed by this kind of difeafed
{tructure, which do not unfrequently occur
i the breaft, are, contrary to the ordinary
properties of fuch difeafes, of a very irntable

nature,
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nature, occafioning fevere and lancinating
pain, and producing an inflammatory ftate
of the fkin which covers them, fo that it be-
comes adherent to their furface. They alfo
irritate the abforbents leading to the axilla,
and produce enlargement of their glands.
From thefe circumftances I {ufpect that thefe
tumours may be frequently confidered as
cancers. Thefe extremely 1rritable tumours
do not generally attain any confiderable mag-
nitude; they are reduced in fize by the treat-
ment which has been mentioned, but increaie
again, when 1t has been defifted from. Some-
times a tumour of this nature, which was
irritable in the firt inftance, becomes in-
dolent after the activity of the difeafe has
been checked by proper local applications,
but in other cafes the irritability of the difeafe
recurs. The pain 1s lancinating, and {o fevere
as to make the patients feverifh, grow faint
frequently, and lofe their mufcular ftrength.
When the axillary glands become aftected,
one generally fwells at firft, and is extremely
tender and painful ; but afterwards the pain
abates, and i1t remains indurated ; another
then becomes affected, and runs through the

D 4 fame
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fame courfe, I remember an mftance where
many of the glands attamned a confiderable
magnitude. The cafe was confidered as can-
cerous, and the tumour, which was of the
ftructure that has been defcribed, and alfo
fome of the difeafed glands, were removed, but
feveral were left, and the patient did well.

CAS E 1IV.

A young woman, who lived with me as
a fervant, fuffered for more than two years
{fevere pain, and confiderable conftitutional
indifpofition, from a tumour of this kind,
which had caufed inflammation and enlarge-
ment of three of the axillary glands. Being
affured that it was not carcinomatous from
its diminution under f{urgical treatment, I
waited in hopes that fome beneficial change
would {pontaneoufly take place; but, at laft,
by her requeft, and, with the coinciding
opinion of Sir Charles Blicke, I removed
theoriginal tumour, leaving thedifeafed glands
in theaxilla. The fource of irritation being
taken away, the glands gradually fubfided,
and the patient foon grew fat, and became,
and remained remarkably healthy. I have

known many fimilar cafes.
When
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When the above account was wiitten, I
was unacquainted with thofe facts recorded
in the firft volume of thefe Obfervations,
which fhew that confiderable tumours of the
breaft and neighbouring parts, which refift
all locally repellent meafures, may be dif-
perfed in many inftances readily, by corre-
ing a difordered ftate of the digeftive organs.
I have no doubt, but the occafional fits of
pain and langour, which were experienced
in the cafe juft related, were the effects of
irritability of conftitution, and might have
been relieved, and prevented, by means that
would have given tone and tranquullity to the
fyftem,

CASE V.

A lady, about twenty-feven years of age,
had a tumour between the breaft and the
axilla, which had gradually increafed during
a year and a half to the fize of a goofe egg.
Its growth had been accompanied with occa-
fional fits of pain. She had a much furred
tongue, and coftive bowels. As no difcu-
tient remedies had checked the progrefs of
the tumour ; and, as fome apprehenfions that

1ts
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its nature might be malignant were enter-
tained, T was requefted to remove it.

After I had done fo,on dividing the tumour,
its ftructure was found to be of that kind
which I have defcribed 1n this fetion ; which
inducsd me, for the comfort of the patient,
to aflure her, that the difeafe was not can-
cerous, and therefore not likely to return.
The patient refided in the country, and when
{he left town, T exhorted her to be very at-
tentive to her diet, and to the regulation of
the functions of her digeftive organs. After
two years, fhe came from the country much
alarmed, by a good deal of thickening irrita-
tion and rednefs, which had taken place in
the parts wounded in the operation; all of
which, however, foon fubfided, under the ap-
plication of a bread and water poultice dur-
ing the night, and the ufe of alterative dofes of
mercury. In another year fhe returned again
frightened by the occurrence of a fwelling,
attended with uneafinefs, on the fide oppofite
to that on which the operation had been per-
formed. The {welling was fituated between

the breaft and the axilla, parallel and conti-
guous
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guous to the margin of the pectoral mufcle.
It was as big as a fmall walnut ; and, I have
no doubt, was caufed by the tumefaction of
an abforbent gland. It was difperfed by the
fame treatment that had been inftituted for

the irritation which had taken place about the
wound. About three years have now elapfed,

and though the has been occafionally alarmed
by pains, yet no other manifeftations of dif-
eafe have appeared.

As I have preferved no notes, and do not
perfectly recollect any cafe, of a tumour
of this ftrufture occurring in a diftinct
form, unlefs fome of thofe about the breaft
may be fo confidered ; and as I with to fhew
that all thefe difeafes occur diftinétly as well
as in glands, I fhall, as an inftance of a pan-
creatic appearance in a diftinét tumour, refer
the reader to the curious Cafe publithed in
London by Dr. Bouttatz of Mofcow, of a
tumour which grew beneath the conjunétiva
of the eye, and protruded it between the
eyelids. The tumour was feven inches long
and three inches and a half in circumference,
and weighed two pounds and a half. The

ftructure,
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ftructure, which is reprefented in a plate,
anfwers correCtly to that which I have de-

nominated pancreatic; and it had alfo the
ordinary characters of this difeafed ftructure,
which are thefe of flowly and regularly in-
creafing, not being prone to inflammation,
nor tending to fuppuration. The tumour, as
might be naturally fuppofed, was clofely con-
nected with the tunica conjunétiva againft
which it preffed, but the bafe of it was
eafily elevated from the cornea which fhill
retained its natural tran{parency, and the
patient regained his fight on its removal.

Cyftic Sarcoma.

The next {pecies of farcomatous tumour,
as 1t contains cells or cyfts, may be named
Cyftic Sarcoma; and this fpecies will be
found to comprehend varieties.  This {pecies
fometimes occurs as a diftinét tumour, but
is more frequently met with in the teftis
and ovary. In one kind of difeafe of the
teftis, the part is perhaps enlarged to fix
times 1ts natural fize, and confifts of a con-
geries of cells, containing a ferous fluid;

their
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their fize 1s that of currants or grapes, but
of an oval figure. The fides of the cyfts are
{fo vafcular as to be made red by injection;
and fometimes the injection is even effufed
and tinges the contents of the cyft. Dr. .
Baillie has favoured us with an elegant and
corret reprefentation of this difeafe, in his
Series of Engravings intended to illuftrate
the Morbid Anatomy of fome of the moft
important Parts of the Human Body*. I
have known this alteration of itructure the
confequence of a blow received on the part;
but, in general, it occurs without evident
injury. ‘The firm or farcomatous part of an
ovary affords a good {pecimen of the ftructure
I am defcribing ; the cells are here much
larger, and are fo vafcular as to be made quite
red by injection.

, To fhew that this ftrufture 1s not pe-
culiar to thefe parts, I may mention the fol-
following cafe : a tumour was taken from the
face of a boy by Sir Charles Blicke, which,
when divided, was found to confift entirely

* Vide Fafc. 8. Plate 8. Fig. 2.
0 of
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of an affemblage of cells filied with a watery,
yet coagulable fluid.

In the teftis, cyfts are not unfrequently
found containing a kind of cafeous fubftance.
In this cafe too, the fides of the cyft are vaf-
cular. The cyfts are generally large, and
fometimes there 1s but one. I have called
the fubftance cafeous, becaufe it refembles
cheefe in confiftence, and in colour; being
of a yellowifh caft, and of an unctuous ap-
pearance ; but it 1s not at all unctuous to the
touch. It may be proper to mention, that
this cafeous {ubftance is fometime irregularly
diftributed throughout the vafcular fubftance
of a difeafed teftis, without being confined
in diftinct cyfts. I believe this kind of far-
cocele 1s particularly wnyielding to medical
tfreatment.

Mammary Sarcoma.

There 1s a {pecies of {farcomatous tumour,
which indeed I have not frequently met
with, but which fo ftrikingly refembles the
mammary gland in colour and texture, that,

9 withing
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wifhing to diftinguifh it on account of the
following cafe, I have named it Mammary
Sarcoma.

I have feen this fubftance (which is white
and firm, and has a fimilarity of appearance
throughout) in the midft of adipofe tu-
mours; but my attention was not particu-

larly excited to 1t till the foilowing cafe
occurred,

CASE VL

A moderately healthy middle-aged woman
came from the country to St. Bartholomew’s
Hofpital on account of a tumour of the fize
of a very large orange, which had grown
gradually on the front of her thigh: it lay
beneath the integuments and above the fafcia.
It was removed by an operation, and the in-
teguments covering the tumour were alfo
taken away, as in the removal of the can-
cerous breaft. The fides of the wound were
brought together by fticking plafter, and, at
firft, feemed difpofed to heal; but afterwards
a confiderable induration of the furrcunding
parts took place, and the wound degenerated

into
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into a malignant ulcer, which fpread exten-
fively, and was incorrigible by any medical
means employed. As the ulcer {pread, fo,
in the fame proportion, did the hardnefs of
the parts which furrounded.it. The pain
and fever fo exhaufted the patient,. that in
about two months fhe died.

This tumour, the appearance of which was
exactly of the kind that has been defcribed,
fecemed to have no diftinét capfule, but to be
gradually loft in the furrounding parts. The
whole of the difeafed part feemed to have
been removed, yet it is probable that the con-
tiguous parts had a difpofition to difeafe,
which was aggravated, and rendered more
malignant, by the injury of the operation.
Could the circumftances have been forefeen,
it might have been right to have removed the
parts furrounding this tumour more exten-
{fively, as fuggefted in one of the preliminary
ebfervations.

There 1s a fimilar kind of difeafed ftruc-
ture, but of a fofter texture, which is fre-

quently found as a diftinét tumour, or in
glandular
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glandular parts perhaps ; which might, with
propriety, be confidered as a variety of the
fame fpecies of farcoma. It has the fame
uniformity of furface, but it is not always of
a white colour, being occafionally of a
brownifh or reddifth tint. I have feen a {fub-
{tance of this kind forming a tumour fur-
rounding and comprefling the celophagus,and
caufing a contraction of that tube. 1 have
{feen this kind of farcoma in glandular parts,
in which the progrefs and event of the cafe
did not indicate the difeafe to be of a noxious
nature. The general refult of my obferva-
tions, however, has induced me to believe,
that this difeafed ftruture 1s prone to dege-
nerate into an intraltable ulcer, which will
communicate 1its difeafe to the furrounding
parts, and I have therefore placed this {pecies
of farcoma between thofe which feem to
poflefs no malignity, and thofe which follow,
and which are of a very deftructive nature,

I add the relation of a Cafe which oc-
curred at St. Bartholomew’s Hofpital, fince
the publication of the former edition of this
paper,

VOL. IV, E CASE
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CASE VIL

A woman about fifty years of age, had a
tumour growing beneath the fkin of the
perinzeum, that by the fide of the retum,
and that which 1s external to the labium. It
was about feven inches in length, about two
in breadth, and defcended as low as the
middle of the thigh. Sir Charles Blicke re-
moved it, by dividing the {kin on either fide
of the tumour length-wife, at the upper part
of it. He then diffected out the upper part
of the tumour, which was thin, from beneath
the divided integuments, and brought the
parallel edges of the fkin together by two
futures. The tumours when removed, being
divided, appeared firm, white, and fm-:::c:th;
and firnikingly refembling the mammary
gland. It had no diftinét capfule. 'The in-
teguments adjoining to the tumour inflamed,
and indurated, and ulcerated, and a very
large and foul fore was formed, The patient’s
health became greatly deranged, fo that Iittle
or no hopes were entertained of her recovery.
However, after a time, the difeafe ceafed to

began




OF TUMOURS, 51

began to amend. The conftitution became
tranquil 1n proportion, and the fore flowly

healed.

Tuberculated Sarcoma.

The next {pecies of farcoma, which I have
to defcribe, may be named Tuberculated Sar-
coma. It confifts of an aggregation of {mall,
firm, roundifh tumours, of different fizes
and colours, connected together by a kind of
cellular {fubftance. The fize of the tubercles
15 from that of a pea to that of a horfe-bean,
or fometimes larger; the colour of a brownifh
red, and fome are of a yellowifh tint, In Dr.
Baillie’s Plates there is one of the tubercu-
lated liver *, which exprefles the appearance
of this kind of farcoma as well as can poffibly
be done by an engraving,

The inftances which I have feen have been
chiefly in the lymphatic glands of the neck.
The tumours have ulcerated ; have become
painful and intratable fores; and have de-

* Vide Falc, 5. Plate 2,
E i R ftroyed
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ftroyed the patient. The difeafe appears to
pnfﬁ:fs a very malignant nature.

CASHE SN,

A remarkable cafe of this kind occurred

in St. Bartholomew’s Hofpital in 1797. A
man between forty and fifty years of age had
a large tumour at the fide of his neck, be-
neath the platyfma myoides. It meafured
about eight inches in length, and four in
breadth. It was hard and 1rregular on the
furface, feeming like a clufter of difeafed
lymphatic glands. It was extremely painful,
and had greatly impaired his health. He
affirmed that it had not been more than fix
months fince its firft appearance, and in the
courfe of this time, numerous {rnall tumours
of fimilar denfity and ftructure had grown
beneath the fkin all over the trunk of the
-body, but chiefly on the neck and abdomen,
The {kin and the front of the tumour in the
. neck had ulcerated, and become a painful
phagedenic fore; and the patient died with :
heétic fever, 1n about fix weeks after his ad-
miffion into the hofpital. The ftruéture of
all the tumours was alike, and fuch as has
been
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been defcribed : the body was examined by
the ftudents of the hofpital, who faid that
there were no tubercles on the vifcera, as
there commonly are in cafes of this difeafe.—
As this difeafe is uncommon, it may not
be improper to relate another cafe on which
I was confulted in the courfe of the laft year.

CASE IX;

A gentleman had 4 tumour in the lym-
phatic glands of the axilla, which he had
taken notice of about a month, and which
was fuppofed to be of a fcrofulous nature.
I was confulted as to the propriety of his
going to the fea-fide. The tumour was of
the fize of an egg, and its furface was irre-
gular from the projeftion of numerous tu-
bercles. This circumiktance ftruck ms, and
led me to enquire if he had no other little
tumours in the fkin. He told me there was
one in the groin, which appeared on exami-
nation to be a dithin& tubercle; and on fur- -
ther enquiry, I found that the glands above
the collar-bone, by the fide of the neck,

E 3 were

]
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were in fome degree affeCted. 1 had "no
doubt of the nature of the difeafe, and told
the phyfician, that, in my opinion, it would
terminate fatally. After about a fortnight,
when I faw the patient again, thefe tubercles
had multiplied all over the fkin, both in
the front and back part of the body; they
were hard and painful, and gave him the
fenfation as if he was lying on a number of
hobnails. The difeafe in the glands, both
below and above the collar-bone, had greatly
increafed, and the arm was very cedematous.
The difeafe progreflively increafed ; the {kin
{feemed to peel off in thin floughs from the
{urface of the enlarged glands in the axilla ;
but no floughing or ulceration had taken
place in the tumour when the patient died,
which was about five weeks after I firk
faw him. On examining the body, the
tubercles every where had the appearance
which has been defcribed ; and many fimi-
lar tubercles were found on the furface
of the lungs, heart, liver, fpleen, omen-
tum, and mefentery. The abforbent glands
of the mefentery, and the other inter-

15 nal
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nal abforbent glands were, however, un-
affected.

Since the above account was written, I
examined a bedy in which fuch tubercles
were found very generally fcattered beneath
the fkin. The patient was faid to have died
of a cancerous uterus, and the cervix was in
a ftate of ulceration. The whole uterus was
difeafed, and the parietes were an inch in
thicknefs. The difeafe, however, was not
carcinomatous, From this cafe, as well as
from others, which are related, it appears,
that the fame diforder of the general health
may produce local difeafes of a diflimilar ap-
pearance or nature ¥,

Pulpy

* Since the publication of the former edition, I have
feen a cafe, which is to me f{o fingular, that I wifh briefly
to mention it. A gentleman had a {pot in the fkin, op=-
pofite to the inferior angle of the feapula. It had the
appearance of one of thofe fpots called petechiz. Iten-
larged, thickened, and ulcerated. 'The ulcer became foul
and intraftable, and the patient came to London with
his health much difordered, apparently from local irri-
tation. The axillary glands became affected, and enlarged
to a confiderable fize, and fuppurated. Smaller {pots
refembling petechiz came out in various parts of Lis body.

E 4 He
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Puipy or Medullary Sarcoma.

The farcoma which 1s next to be defcribed
15 gencrally found in the teftis, and 1s dif-
tinguifhed by the name of the foft cancer of
that part. ‘The term cancer is objectionable,
becaufe it conveys an erroneous idea of its
nature; for this difeafe, though perhaps
equally deftructive, will be thewn to be
unlike cancer in 1ts nature and progrefs.

The tumour, in thofe cafes of the difeafe
which I have moft frequently met with, has

been of a whitifhi colour, refembling, on a

He took medicines with a view to regulate and improve
the functions of his digeftive organs, which were much
difordered. His general health improved, and under
this change the original ulcer greatly amended in its
appearatice 3 the {pots remained ftationary; the parts in
the axilla became {o far found, as to make it nearly cer-
taifi that they had been affecied only by commion irritation,
and not by a {pecific difeafe. This tranquil ftate lafted
about fix weeks, when the criginal ulcer became worfe 3
and by the aggravation of that difeafe, without any in-
creafe of the others, his powers became exhaufted, and
he died.

general
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general and diftant infpection, the appearance
of the brain. The difeafe 1s ufually of a
pulpy confiftence; and I have, therefore,
been induced to diftinguith it by the name
of medullary farcoma. Although I have
more frequently met with this difeafe of a
whitith colour, yet I have often feen it of a
brownifh red appearance. Which is moft
common I cannot decide: the f{truture and
feel of both are the fame, and their progrefs
1s alfo fimilar; they are therefore to be con-
fidered as varieties of one {pecies. The
{horteft way in which I can communicate a
knowledge of this difeafe, and render thofe
remarks, which I have to make on it intelli-
~ gible, will be, by relating a cafe in which it
proceeded to a very confiderable extent before
it deftroyed the patient.

CASE: X,

A tall thin healthy-looking man, of about
forty years of age, had, about fifteen years
before, a fwelled tefticle from a gonorrhea ;
the epididymis remained indurated. Six years
afterwards 1t became enlarged, and a hydro-
cele at the fame time formed. Half a pint

of



58 A CLASSIFICATION

of water was difcharged by a puncture, but
inflammation fucceeded the operation, and
this teftis became very large. An abfcefs
formed, and burft in the front of the fcrotum,
and the teftis {fubfided in fome degree. Mer-
cury was employed to reduce it, but without
effect. The part, however, was indolent,
and gave the patient no trouble but from its
bulk.

About a year afterwards a gland enlarged
in the left groin (the fame fide as the teftis) :
another then became fwoln 1n the right groin,
and, in the courfe of two years, feveral glands
in each groin had obtained a very confider-
able magnitude. At this period he was ad-
mutted into St. Bartholomew’s Hofpital, under
the care of Mr. Long. The teftis was, at this
time, between four or five inches in length,
and about three in breadth; it refembled its
natural form, and was indolent in its difpo-
fition. The fpermatic chord was thickened,
but not much indurated. Four or five glands
were enlarged in the groin on both {ides;
each of which was of the fize of a very large
orange; and, when cobferved together, they

formed
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formed a tumour of very uncommon fhape
and magnitude.

They gradually increafed in fize for feveral
months, till at laft the fkin appeared as if
unable to contain them any longer. It be~.
came thin, mmflamed, and ulcerated ; firt i
the left groin, and expofed one of the mofk
prominent tumours. The expofed tumour
inflamed and floughed progrefiively, till it
entirely came away. As the floughing ex-
pofed its veffels, which were large, they bled
profufely, infomuch that the ftudents endea-
voured, but in vain, to fecure them by liga-
tures: for the {fubftance of the tumour was
cut through, and torn away in the attempt.
Preflure by the finger, continued for fome
time, was the only effectual mode of reftrain-
ing this hemorrhage.

The lofs of one gland relieved the dif-
tended fkin, which had only ulcerated on the
moft prominent part of the tumour, and had
not become difeafed. It now loft its inflamed
afpect ; granulations formed, and a cicatrix
took place. In the oppofite groin a fimilar

D occur-
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occurrence happened. One gland, expefed
by the ulceration of the fkin, floughed out,
being attended by the circumftances jult re-
cited. However before the tkin was cicatrized,
ulceration had again taken place in the right
groin, in confequence of the great diftenfion
of the fkin from the growth of the tumour;
and floughipg had begun in the tumour,
when the patient, whofe vital powers had
long been greatly exhaufted, died.

The teftis was injected, and, when divided;
was found to be of a whitith colour, and
moderately firm confiftence, and was made
red by the injection in various parts. The

tumour formed by the inguinal glands on each
fide was as large as a man’s head, and the

firucture was very fimilar to that of the tef-
tis, but more pulpy. On opening the body
the pelvis was almoft filled with fimilarly
difealed glands, and the vertebrz were hidden
by others as high up as the diaphragm,
The difeafe in the upper ones was not, how-
ever, {o far.advanced as in the others: fome
of the former, which lay clofe to the dia-
phragm, and were not larger than a walnut,

0 being
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being cut into, a thick fluid, refembling
cream 1n colour and confiftence, efcaped, and
was expreffed, and the gland was left a con-
texture of loofe iibrous fubftance.

The ftate of the glands newly affeted
ihews, that the attions of this difeafe caufe a
{ecretion of fluid like cream ; that this fluid
acquires confiftence during its refidence in
the part ; and that it 1s the caufe of the in-
creafe of fize in the gland. The profufe
haemorrhage, which took place during the
{loughing, fhews that there is an increafe of
veflels proportionate to the augmentation in
bulk of the difeafed part. The fimple ulcer-
ation of the ifkin from diftenfion, and the
{fubfequent healing of the ulcer fhew, that
this morbid affettion is unlike carcinoma,
which communicates 1ts difeafe to all conti-
guous parts: neither has it the hardnefs
nor the difpofition to ulcerate, which charac-
terize cancer. The general difeafe of the
abforbing glands fhews, that the difeafed
action is readily propagated in the courfe of
thofe fufceptible veflels; and the glands of
the pelvis being affeCted equally with thofe

higher
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higher up, renders it probable that it in-
duces the difeafe, as well by imparting irri-
tation to them, as by furnmifhing a matter
eapable of {timulating them when they have
imbibed it; an opinion that will be more
ftrikingly verlﬁed by the next cafe WhJCh I

fhall relate *.

This {pecies of {arcoma, though it ufually
affects the teftis, occafionally occurs in other
parts. 1 fhall authenticate tius fat by the
brief relation of another cale, which wll
ferve alfo to throw additional light on the
nature and progrefs of this difcafe,

CASE XI.

A boy, about twelve years of age, was
brought to the Hofpital for advice, on ac-
count of a tumour in the front of his thigh ;

¥ he pmgrefs of what is called the {cirrhous teftis,
1s fimilar to that of the difeafe which I am defcribing, and
of courle very different from that of genuine carcinoma.
it is not improbable, that from the fimilarity of the pro-
grefs of thefe two difeafes, and the equal fatality having
been remarked, they firlt acquired the contrafted names
of foft and hard cancers of the teftis.

1t
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it had been growing three or four months,
and had then attained the fize of a large
orange. The bafe of it was fituated clofe
upon the bone. It increafed, notwithftand-
ing applications that were employed to dif-
perfe it, and the patient became confined to
his bed. After fome time the leg became
cedematous to a very great degree; the in-
guinal glands were enlarged, but not in a de-
gree proportionate to the cedema, none of
them having attained to more than the fize
of 2 {mall walnut. The parts in the ham
were alfo confiderably fwoln. 1In a fhort
time the caufe of the great degree of cedema
was manifefted ;. for the lower part of the
abdomen became diftended by a tumour, that
feemed to rife out of the pelvis and comprefs
the iliac veflels, The boy’s health, as may
be fuppofed, gradually declined, and, when

the difeafe had attained to this ftate, he
died,

On examining the parts it was found, that
the tumour, though it lay clofe to the periof-
teumwof the thigh bone, had no conneétion
with it ; that it was in ftruture like the dif-

eale
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eafe laft defcribed ; and that the difeafe had
extended, through the medium, and 1n the
courfe of the ablorbing veliels, downwards
to the ham, where the glands were enlarged
and formed a confiderable tumour; and up-
wards into the pelvis, where the internal iliac
glands more than filled one fide of that ca-
vity, rifing out of it, as has been faid, fo as
to diftend the lower part of the abdomen.
The difeafe had alfo extended {o as flightly to
afte¢t the lumbar glands. The tumours in
the ham and pelvis were of the fame ftruc-
ture as the original tumour. The 1n-
gutnal glands, though affected apparently
by the fame difeafe, were net confiderably
enlarged,

'This cafe alfo fhews the uncommon faci-
lity with which this difeafe 1s propagated
along the abforbing veflels; and its having
extended downwards to the ham, as well as
upwards into the pelvis, confirms the opi-
nion, that it extends itfelf by imparting irri-
tation to the veflels, as well as, perhaps, by
furnithing a matter which, 1f imbibed, may
communicate the fame irritation.

I have
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I have mentioned, as a variety of this dif=
eafe, that in which the colour is different, it
being between a brown and that of the blood ;
but in texture and organization it does not
appear diffimilar. It {eems therefore as if
the difeafed action caufed the fecretion of a
fluid, fometimes of a milky, fometimes of a
more dufky hue; which gradually acquires
folidity, and augments the bulk of the part,
The difeafed part acquires in general a con-
fiderable folidity when it has continued for
fome time, fo as {carcely to deferve the names
of foft cancer, or medullary farcoma. The
hardnefs is alfo, in {fome inftances which I
have feen, increafed, apparently by a thick-
ening of the cellular fubftance which per-
vades the gland.

It feems probable, however, that the fame
kind of difeafed aftion may not be always
followed by the like alteration of ftructure,
. 1n the part which 1t affeCts. Mr. Aftley
Cooper, in his Paper on Obftructions of
the Thoracic Duét, mentions an inftance in
which matter imbibed from a teftis affefted
with a difeafe like the prefent, obitructed

VOL. 1V. F that
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that veflel. His defeription of the teftis 1s,
that it was “ a pulpy mafs, compofed of

broken coagulable Iymph, and blood-coloured
ferum *.” :

I remember one inftance of the inguinal
and lumbar glands being affected with a dif-
eafe fimilar to thofe juft defcribed, from a
difeafed teftis of a different ftructure. The
teftis was removed in the Hofpital, and was
found much enlarged, and vafcular through-
out, except where fome foft cheefe-like mat-
ter was depofited. Some of the inguinal
glands enlarged, ulcerated, and floughed out,
and the wound feemed difpofed to heal. The
lumbar glands were affected, became ex-
tremely painful, and the patient being pre-
vioufly much exhaufted, funk under this laft
complaint.

He had been removed to fome diftance
from the Hofpital, and I could not obtain
permifiion to examine the body till four days
after his deceafe. I took out the lumbar

* Vide Medical Records and Refearches, p. g6.
glands
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glands and put them in water; and, the
weather being extremely hot, when I exa-
mined them the next day, I found that all
the unorganized depofited matter which had
enlarged them, had become putrid, and was
- wafthed away, leaving the capfule of the
gland, and a congeries of flocculent fibres
occupying the interior part of it: thefe were
doubtlefs the veflels and connecting cellular
{ubftance of the glands, not indurated (as I
have feen it in fome other inftances) by in-

flammation.

In the advanced ftage of this difeafe, fome-
times lymphatic glands out of the courfe of
abforption, and of the participation of irrita-
tion, become affeCted with the fame difeafe ;
and a fecretion of this thick cream or bloody-
coloured fluid takes place on the furface, or
in portions, even 1n the liver or lungs, or
other vifcera. I have heard this circumftance
accounted for, by {fuppofing that the abforp-
tion of the matter depofited in the originally
difeafed parts was fo abundant as to induce
the neceflity of depofiting it in various places;
but it {eems to me more rational to attribute

F 2 it
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1t to the prevalence of the fame difeafed
difpofition throughout the body. For we
frequently find, that folid tumours of {imi-
lar ftructure exift in various parts of the
fame fubject; and fometimes they rapidly
multiply as the difeafe advances; as was
mentioned in the cafe which is related of
tuberculated farcoma.

Carcinomatous Sarcomd.

The laft fpecies of farcomatous tumour
which I have to defcribe, 1s the Carcinoma-
tous. It is not here defigned to give a full or
diftinét hiftory of Carcinoma, but only a
general and comparative account of thofe cir-
cumftances in which 1t refembles or differs
from other tumours. This kind of tumour,
on account of its peculiar hardnefs, is em-
phatically termed Scirrhus, while it remains
entire and free from ulceration. But the
word {cirrhus is frequently applied to other
indurations, and it feems better, in order
to avoid ambiguity, to ufe the fame term to
denote all the ftages of this difeafe, naming
it carcinoma, in the firft place, and ulcerated

carcinoma when that change has occurred.
This
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Thas difeafe is net, in every inftance, {o pecu-
liarly hard as to entitle it to the name
fcirrhus ; and however indurated it may be,
it ftill muft be accounted a kind of flethy
tumour ; therefore I may be allowed to call
it carcinematous {arcoma.

I fhall arrange the obfervations which 1
have to offer under three heads: 1ft, The
hiftory of carcinoma. 2dly, Its anatomical
ftrutture; and, 3dly, I fhall compare this
difeafe with ethers which refemble it. I fhall
fuppofe the carcinoma to arife in the female
breaft, as there 1t moft frequently occurs, and
can be beft inveftigated,

it fometimes condenfes the furrounding
{ubftance fo as to acquire a capfule ; and then
it appears, like other farcamatous tumours,
to be a part of new formation ; in other cafes
the mammary gland feems to be the nidus for
this difeafed ation. The boundaries of the
difeafe cannot be accurately afcertained 1in the
latter cafe, as the carcinomatous ftructure,
having no diftinguifhable inveftment, is con-
fufed with the reft of the gland. In either
F 3 inftance
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inftance carcinoma begins in a fmall {pot and
extends 1n its progrefs from thence inall direc-
tions, like rays froma centre. ‘This obferva-
tion will ferve to diftinguifth it from many
other difeafes which, at their firft attack, in-
volve a confiderable portion, if not the whole
of the part, where they occur. The progrefs
of carcinoma 1s more or lefs ('\[llitl{ in different
inftances. When flow, it 1s in general un-
remitting ; at leaft I am inclined to think that
the difeafe, though it may be checked, can-
not pe made to recede by that medical treat-
ment which leflens the bulk of other farco-
matous tumours. 'This circamftance affords,
in my opinion, another criterion, by which
it may in general be diftinguifhed. 'This
obdurate and deftructive difeafe excites the
contiguous parts, whatever their nature may
be, to the fame difeafed action. The fkin,
the cellular fubftance of mufcles, and the
periofteum of bones all become affeéted, if
they are in the vicinity of cancer. This
very ftriking circumftance in the hiftory of
carcinoma diftinguifhes it from moft of the
difeafes already defcribed. In the pulpy far-
coma the difeafe is propagated along the ab-

{forbing
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forbing {yftem, but the parts immediately in
contat with the enlarged glands do not
affume the fame difeafed actions. Neither in
the tuberculated {pecies does the ulceration
{fpread along the {kin, but deftroys that part
only where it covers the difeafed glands.

It was obferved by Mr. Hunter that a dif~
pofition to cancer exifts in the furrounding
parts, prior to-the actual occurrence of the
difeafed a¢tion. 'This remark, which is veri-
fied by daily experience, led to the following
rule in prachice: ¢ That a furgeon ought not
to be contented with removing merely the
indurated or actually difeafed part, but that
he fhould alfo take away fome portion of the
furrounding fubftance, in which a difeafed
difpofition may probably have been excited.”
In confequence of this communication of
difeafe to the contiguous parts, the fkin foon
becomes indurated, and attached to a carci-
nomatous tumour, which, in like manner,
becomes fixed to the mulcles, or other parts
over which it was formed.

F o4 As
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As a carcinomatous tumour increafes, it
generally, though not conftantly, becomes
unequal upon its furface, fo that this inequa-
lity has been confidered as charaéteriftic of
the difeafe; and it i1s a circumftance which
deferves much attention. A lancinating pain
m the part frequently acmmpan:es 1ts
growth ; but in fome cafes this pain is want-
ing. It attends alfo on other tumours, the
ftructure of which is unlike carcinoma; of
which I have given an inftance in f{peaking
of pancreatic farcoma, This cannot there-~
fore be confidered as an infallible criterion
of the nature of the difeafe.

In that kind of cancer, from which this de-
feription is taken, the difeafed fkin cover-
ing a carcinomatous tumour generally ulce-
rates, before the tumour has attained any
great magnitude ; alarge chafm is then pro-
duced in its fubftance by a partly {floughing,
and partly ulcerating procefs. Sometimes,
when cells contained in the tumour are by
this means laid open, their contents (which

confift of a pulpy matter of different degrees
of
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of confiftence, and various colours) fall out,
and an excoriating ichor diftils from their
fides. This difcharge takes place with' a
celerity, which would almoft induce a per-
fon ignorant of the facility with which fecre-
tion is performed, to believe that it cannot
be produced by that procefs.

When the difeafed actions have, as it were,
exhaufted themfelves by their vehemence, an
attempt at reparation appears to take place,
fimilar to that which occurs in healthy parts.
New flefh 1s formed, conftituting a fungus of
peculiar hardnefs, as it partakes of the dif-
eafed altions by which 1t was produced. This
difeafed fungus occafionally even cicatrizes.
But though the actions of the difeafe are thus
mitigated, though they may be for fome time
indolent and ftationary, they never ceafe, nor
does the part ever beccme healthy.

In the mean- while, the difeafe extends
through the medium of the abforbing veflels,
and the glands in the axilla become affected.
The progrefs of carcinoma in an abforbent

gland 1s the fame as that which has been al-
ready
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ready defcribed. The difeafe is communi-
cated from one gland to another, fo that
after all the axillary glands are affected, thofe
that lie under the collar-bone at the lower
part of the neck, and upper part of the cheft
become difordered. Occafionally a gland or
two become difeafed higher up in the neck,
and apparently out of the courfe which the
abforbed fluids would take. The abforbent
glands, in the courfe of the internal mam-
mary veflels, become affected as the difeafe
continues. In the advanced ftage of car-
cinoma a number of fmall tumours, of fimi-
lar ftruture to the original difeafe, form at
fome diftance, fo as to make a kind of irre-
gular circle round it.

Here 1t 1s no wonder that I conclude the
account of the dreadful effects of this perni-
cious difeafe. For when it has done fo much
mifchief, the firongeft conftitutions fink un-
der the pain and 1rritation which the difeafe
creates, aggravated by the obftruction, which
it occafions to the functions of abforption in
thofe parts, the vefiels of which lead to the

difeafed glands. Towards the conclufion of
the
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the difeafe the patient is generally affeted
with difficulty of breathing and a cough. In
cafes where the external difeafe has been re-
moved, the fame {fymptoms of difordered re-
{piration take place, and the patients die of
internal difeafes.

It has been a {ubject of debate and con-
fideration, whether the difeafe of the abforb-
ent glands, which takes place in carcinoma,
be the effect of the fimulus of matter im-
bibed by thofe veffels from the original dif-
eafe, or of irritation propagated along them.
The reafon for fuppofing that no poifon is
imbibed 1s, that if it were conveyed into the
blood, it would produce general difeafe in the
conftitution ; but no more fever or general

- diforder 1s found to exift in carcinoma than

what would naturally be produced by the
irritation which the affected parts occafion. It
does not feem eflential to my prefent defign to
difcufs this fubjet at length: it is however
right to obferve, that we fcarcely ever fee
-glands difeafed out of the courfe which the
abforbed matter would naturally take, though
they are affeCted in this manner in difeafes

10 which
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which can be propagated by 1rritation. When
the glands of the axilla are obftruéted by
difeafe, the abforbed matter will pafs by.
anaftomofing channels, into the internal
mammary abforbents, and 1f occafionally one
or two glands in the neck are found difeafed,
they may become affeCted in the fame man-
ner, by the fluids being obliged to take a cir-
cultous route *, :

There 1s another circumf{tance in thehiftory
of cancer which deferves attention and invefti-
gation ; that is;, Whether a difeafe not ori-
ginally cancerous can become {o in its pro-
grefs? We can only form our opinions on
this fubject from analogy and obfervation,
Analogy leads us to believe, that fuch an
alteration in the difeafed actions may readily
take place. Venereal buboes often change
their nature after the adminiftration of reer-
cury, and become trouble{fome fores, to which

* It may be proper to enquire, whether thofe tumours,
which arife in the circumference of carcinoma, are not
caufed by the abforbent matter being made to ftop for a
time in the veflels, and thus to afford that irritation
which induces difeafe in them and the contiguous parts ?

1§ that
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that medicine is rather detrimental than be-
neficial. Injuries induce inflammation and
enlargement of parts, which afterwards de-
generate into {crofulous difeafes. Bug,
though analogy feems fo ftrongly to favour
the-opinion, I cannot take upon myfelf to
{fay, that my obfervations have confirmed it.
When tumours have been removed, the
hiftory of which correfponded to that of can-
cer, a cancerous ftrulture was obferved in
them; and, on the contrary, in difeafes of
an apparently different nature, a different
organization has been found. I once, in-
deed, affifted at an operation where the tu-
mour was of that kind which I have deno-
minated pancreatic; and I heard afterwards,
that the patient died in the country of a
difeafe which was reputed cancerous. Again,
in inveftigating this fubject, it deferves to
be remarked, and every {furgeon muft, I be-
lieve, be familiarly acquainted with this fact,
that many difeafed tumours remain in the
breaft for a great length of time, perhaps
during life, without undergoing any change
in their nature; or, in other words, without
becoming cancerous.

It
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It is difficult to convey corret ideas of the
ftructure of carcinoma by words, or even by
drawings. In the generality of inftances the

difeafed part is peculiarly hard, and there are
intermixed with it firm whitith bands, fuch

as Dr. Baillie has defcribed and reprefented
in his Book and Plates of Morbid Anatomy.
There 1s indeed no other ftriking circum-
ftance, which can be mentioned as conftantly
claiming attention in the ftruture of this
difeafe. Thefe firm whitifth bands fometimes
extend in all diretions from the middle to-
wards the circumference of a carcinomatous
tumour, like rays from a centre, having little
intervening matter. Sometimes they inter-
fect 1t irregularly i having 1interpofed be-
tween them a firm brownith fubftance, which
may be fcraped out with the finger. Some-
times they form cells containing a pulpy
matter of various colours and confiftence;
and fometimes thefe bands afflume an ar-
borefcent arrangement, 13m1fy1ng through
the difeafed fubftance.

- Firm white bands, like thickened and com-

pact cellular fubftance, are feen as the dif-
eafe
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eafe advances, to extend themfelves from the
original tumour amidft the fat in which it is
occafionally imbedded, intercepting portions
of fat in the irregular areole which they
form. This circumftance deferves confidera-
tion on account of its practical application ;
for if, after removing a carcinomatous - tu-
mour, the furgeon attends to the part which
has been taken away, he will fee if any of
thefe bands have been cut through, and,
confequently, whether fome of this difeafed
fubftance, which ought to be removed, has
not been accidentally left. This circum-
ftance cannot be obferved by looking at the
bleeding furface of the wound, but may be
readily afcertained by examining the part
which has been removed.

Thefe are the chief circumftances, which I
think fufhiciently characterize carcinoma, and
diftinguith it from other farcomatous tu-
mours. The account of them is brief, and
much has been omitted, becaufe it was not
defigned particularly to difcufs the fubjet of
carcinoma, but merely to point out its dif-
tinguifhing characters. T now proceed to

fpeak
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fpeak of difeafes refembling cancer; though,
in fo doing, I fhall digrefs a little from
the principal fubje& of this paper, that
15, to defcribe the diftinguifhable kinds
of farcomatous tumours, and give their.
hiftory.

According to the preceding account, cars
cinoma, begins in a fmall {fcirrhus, which
gradually enlarges and afterwards ulcerates.
It does fo in the breaft, lip, tongue, and cer-
vix uterl; yet it may be enquired if it does
fo in every inftance. Parts fometimes fuper-
ficially ulcerate at firft, and afterwards acquire
furrounding hardnefs, and ftrikingly refemble
carcinoma, if they do not ftrictly deferve that
name. This is the way in which fome of
thofe difeafes proceed, which occur near the
{ide of the nofe or eye, and which gradually
deftroy the parts in which they are fituated,
and cannot be cured by any mode of local
or general treatment. The intelligent reader
will not fufpett me of confounding thefe more
malignant difeafes with fome herpetic ulcera-
tions of the nofe, in which the morbid

actions gradually ceafe, and the firft affected
parts
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parts get well whilft the furrounding parts
become difeafed. I have known difeafes be-
ginning in ulceration, and followed by in-
duration, and the growth of fungus extend
themfelves unremittingly, {o as to deftroy the
patient. Ihave feen difeafes of this defcription
occur in the labia pudendi, fome of which
have terminated fatally, whilft others were
removed even at an advanced period of the
difeafe with fuccefs.

Here fome additional difcriminating cir-
cumitances feem to be wanted, by which we
may diftinguith between thefe ulcers and
common carcinonra. I have never remarked,
that fuch ulcers have affeCted the abforbent
glands, though I do not feel affured that this
occurrence never takes place. It therefore
remains to be determined by future cafes,
how far this circumftance may enable us to
decide on the nature of thefe difeafes, I
fhall next relate the principal circumftances
of a remarkable cafe of this kind of difeafe,
which will ferve to elucidate the fubject, and
alfo to exhibit a fpecimen of the difeafes to
which I allude. 7

YOL. IV. G CASE
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CASE XIL

A man was admitted into St. Bartholo-
mew’s Hofpital with a tumour bencath the
jaw, having a great degree of furrounding
hard:efs, and containing three cells, like thofe
of carcinomatous tumours. The hiftory
which he gave of the difeafe was very curi-
ous : he faid that a rednefs took place {fuper-
ficially in the {kin, which gathered and burft,
and difcharged good matter; that the open-
mg enlarged, and the furrounding parts m-
durated, and thus produced an appearance
like a cell in a carcinomatous tumour ; then,
another portion of fkin became difeafed in
the fame manner, and with the fame confe-
quences, till, by degrees, the general tumour
had acquired its prefent magnitude. To the
truth of this account we had an opportunity
of bearing teftimony ; for this occurrence
took place twice in fucceflion during his re-
fidence in the Hofpital ; and thus two more
cells were added to the general mafs. The
inflammation of the fkin, and the fuppura-
tion, which was healthy in appearance, took
place beneath the tumour, and made it reach-

1k almoft
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almoft as low as the fternum. As the pa-
tient’s health had confiderably dechined by
the irritation of the conftitution which this
difeafe kept up, and as no amendment of the
difeafe had taken place in confequence of
the applications or medicines which were
employed, he left the Hofpital, and went
into the country.

Difeafes alfo, which fhrikingly refemble
carcinoma in appearance, form in the follow-
ing manner. An enlarged lymphatic gland
thall gradually become foft, and contain a
fluid. In this ftate it ulcerates oris opened ;
but inftead of fubfiding, it inflames; the
furrounding parts become indurated ; the in-
teguments acquire a dufky hue; the opening
and cavity enlarge, and aflume the appear-
ance of a cyft, from the fides of which fun-
gus arifes, and turns over the everted edges.
of the opening. I have alfo feen, after the
burfting of an encyfted tumour the furround-
ing parts indurate, and throw out a fungus,
forming a difeafe appearing like cancer, and
which could not be cured.

G 2 Are
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Are fuch difeafes as I have here defcribed
to be accounted carcinomatous ? if not, What
are the characters which difcriminate between
them and carcinoma? As I have no precife
or i'atmfa&ury information to communicate
I forbear to fay any thing on the fubject *.

Since the firft edition of thefe obferva-
tions, {everal publications have appeared on
“the fubject of cancer, and as there are many
circumftances relating to its Hiftory, upon,
the determination of which, by general ob-
fervation and experience, our practical rules
of condu¢t muft be founded, I take this

* A patient was admitted into St. Bartholomew’s Hof-
pital, with feveral indurated foul, but {fmall {ores, about
the bend of the elbow, and fome which intervened be-
tween it and the axilla. The axillary glands were much
difeafed, and the arm was {wollen and hard. She faid
that the fores began like common gathmings, and that
they hardened after the fkin had given way. That the
difeafe began in fuperficial fores, and that the axillary
glands were next affeted.

The patient died in the Hofpital ; and, on examining
the limb, a great number of tubercles were found in it,
feveral of which were imbedded in the nerves of the
arm. The lung alfo contained a great number of tubercles
which appeared to be the effe€t of the {ame kind of dif-
eale affcCling that part,

OppoF-
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opportunity of prefenting to the public
fome additional obfervations with refpect
to it, without prefuming to comment on
the opinions of others. I fhall alfo in
this account confine myfelf to the difeafe, as
it appears in the female breaft.

The account of carcinoma that I have al-
ready given, 1s taken from the moft ftrongly
characterized fpecimen of the difeafe occur-
ring in that part, which is peculiarly hard,
and rarely attains confiderable magnitude.
There are, however, varieties ; and one of
the moft remarkable 1s, that of the difeafe
attaining a very confiderable fize before it
ulcerates. In this cafe fometimes the integu-
ments remain pale and pliant, and a furgeon
who firft {fees the breaft in this ftate, may
doubt whether the difeafe be actual cancer or
common farcoma. The fubftance of the
tumour 1s alfo much lefs hard than in the
{pecimen firft defcribed ; yet it 1s more com-
pact and weighty than moft other difeafes of
the fame bulk which are not carcinomatous.
If at firft a furgeon may hefitate to decide

G 3 upon
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upon the nature of this difeafe, his opinion
will in general be fpeédi_i_}r determined by en-
quiry and examination. If the hiftory of the
difeafe accords with that of carcinoma; thatis
toiay, if it began in a {mall diftri¢t, and re-
gularly and unabatingly attained its prefent
magnitude ; 1if the furface of the tumour be
unequal, having in various parts produced
roundifh projeting nodules, the difeafe will
almoft invariably be found to be carcinoma.
The fkin will foon adhere to one or more
of thefe prominences; it will ulcerate and
expofe the fubjacent parts, and the future
progrefs of the difeafe, will fo exactly accord
tothat of the harder and fmaller fpecimen
which I have defcribed, as not to require a
feparate defcription. In general, however,
the abforbents are much lefs Liable to become
affeCted in the latter variety of this difeafe.

Having thus reprefented the extreme varie-
ties of carcinomatous difeafes, Ineed fcarcely
cbferve, that there will be intermediate de-
grees. In carcinoma, as in other difeafes, it
appears to me, that the hiftory and progrefs

is
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1s more declarative of its nature than any
circumftance which we may be able to difco-
ver by the fight or touch.

There 1s one circumftance in the hiftory
of carcinoma which may prove very perplex-
ing to the obferver, and tend to induce him
to difbelieve that there 1s any regular pro-
grefs belonging to this difeafe. I allude to
the occurrence of cancer in parts previoufly
difeafed in another mannzr. Analogy, as I
have {aid, would induce us to believe, that
this might be a frequent occurrence; yst I
cannot fay that my obfervations have led
me to think, that it very commonly takes
place. Cafes of tumours, which have re-
mained indolent for twenty or more years,
becoming cancerous at an advanced period
of life are not unfrequently met with;
and when tumours form in or about the
breaft at an advanced period of life, though
the progrefs at the beginning may affure
us that they are not carcinomatous, yet
they may become fo, after the lapfe of but
a few years, or even a fhorter period of
time. The impreflion which the confidera-

G 4 tion
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tion of fuch circumftances has left on my
mind (in conjunétion with the information
which I think I poflefs relative to the general
health of a patient liable to cancer, and
which I will prefently communicate,) is,
that the patients who are fubjet to fuch
an occurrence, might have been liable to the
formation of a cancerous difeafe at the fame
period, even if no difeafed fitructure had
previoufly exifted, and formed a nidus for the
cancerous actions. 'That they are more likely
to begin 1n parts previouily difeafed, I readily
admit ; and that it may be prudent and pro-
per to remove fuch difeafes as I now allude
to, under the circumftances which I have
mentioned, and fhall ftill further defcribe,
is an opinien in which I readily concur; yet,
if an idea, that moft or many difeafed ftruc-
tures might become cancerous was generally
prevalent, 1t would doubtlefs lead to the per-
formarice of many unneceffary operations.

In the firft volume of thefe Obfervations,

I have given an opinion, which Iam inclined
even more fully and ftrongly to repeat, that
a great umber of tumours in and about the
female
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female mamma arife from a difordered ftate
of the health in general, and confequently
that the moft judicious and effectual mode of
difperfing them, 1s by corretting that general
diforder. Such cafes are very numerous, and
very important, as the reader may fee, by
referring to the few that I have printed; yet
all, or moft of thefe, would be configned to
removal by the knife, were the idea which I
have mentioned to become prevalent. When,
however, a tumour that cannot be difperfed
by the means to which I now refer exifts in
or about the breaft, and which we feel
aflured 1s not of a carcenomatous nature, it
may be well to remove it, becaufe it is often
a conftant fource of difturbance and alarm
to the patient’s mind; and, I am ready to
admit, that it 1s likely to be a nidus in which
cancerous actions may be engendered in a
conftitution predifpofed to that difeafe. How-
ever I feel mylelf fully wairanted in affert-
ing, from my own experience, that many of
them will remain in the fame {tate for a great
length of time, and even through life, with-
out becoming cancerous,

That
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‘That cancer, like moft other local dif~
eafes, owes its origin to a difordered ftate of
the health in general, 1s an opinion which I
do not expect to be controverted. We ex-
prefs it even by faying, that there is a pre-
difpofition to cancer. Mr. Hunter was of
opinion, that cancer was {o far local, that if
all the difeafed part, or that which was {o con-
tiguous to it, as to have felt its influence, and
to have acquired a predifpofition to difeafe,
were removed, the patient would be as ex-
empt from cancer in that part as if 1t never
had occurred. Thisopinion, deduced from
his own experience, is very important;
it fhews us how we ought to operate when
an operation 1s to be undertaken. I am
ready to admit the truth of this opinion to
the extent affirmed by Mr. Hunter; but
though the patient may be as exempt from the
difeafe as if 1t never had occurred, that ftate
of conftitution which induced it originally,
may after a certain lapfe of time caufe it to

form again *, or may produce the fame dif-
eafg

* If after the removal of cancer, when the operation
has been properly performed, the cicatrix remains healthy
for
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eafe in other parts of the body, or a patient

may die of other 1ills or difeafes attendant on
a cancerous conftitution.

In our prefent ftate of knowledge, weare
not, I believe, able to diftinguifh any pecu-
liar circumftance as characteriftic of a can-
cerous conftitution. We obferve in it thofe

ircumftances which indicate a difordered con-
{titution, and augment the diforder by each
reciprocally aggravating the other; I mean
irritation, weaknefs, or fome undefinable dif-
order of the nervous funéctions; and fuch
diforder in the functions of the digeftive or-
cans, as I have defcribed in the firft volume
of thefe Obfervations. I fee perfons having
the fame evident affeCtion of the health in
general, fubjet to tumours in and about the

for five or fix years, or even for a fhorter period, and
then becomes indurated and carcinomatous ; itappears to
- me more confiftent with what we know of the aétion of
this difeafe, to fuppofe, that it has originated again in
confequence of the difeafed propenfities of the conflitution,

rather than that it has lain dormant fo long, and is but
now awakened,

breaft,
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breaft, which are not cancerous, and to thofe
which are cancerous. What additional
circumftances lead to the eftablithment of
cancerous actions in the local difeafe thus
induced, we have yet to learn.

Previoufly to the occurrence of cancer the
nervous diforder, and that of the digeftive
organs, have, in general, been greater in
degrec, and longer in duration, than they
are found to be antecedently to other difor-
ders. Some patients having cancer die of
organic difeafes in the head or abdomen. If
the nervous and vifceral diforders are ative
and confiderable, the progrefs of the local
difeafe will be, in general, proportionately
rapid and deftructive; and if, on the con-
trary, thefe diforders are mild, and lefs in
degree, the progrefs of the local difeafe will
be proportionally flow and gentle. In con-
firmation of thefe obfervations, I may men-
tion, that I have feen feveral inftances of
cancer proceeding fo mildly, that the pa-
tients have lived many years with little fuf-

fering or inconvenience from the local dif-
eafe,
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eafe, and particularly where attention has

been paid to regulate the functions of the
digeftive organs ¥,
With

* There can be no fubjeft which I think more likely
to intereft the mind of a furgeon, than that of an en-
deavour to amend and alter the ftate of a cancerous confti-
tution. The beft timed and beft conducted operation brings
with it nothing but difgrace, if the difeafed propenfities
of the conftitution are aftive and powerful. It is after
an operation that, in my opinion, we are moft particu-
larly incited to regulate the conflitution, left the difeafe
fhould be revived or renewed by its difturbance. In ad-
dition to that attention to tranquillize and invigorate the
uervous fyftem, and keep the digeftive organs inas healthy.
a ftate as poflibie, which I have recommended in the
firft volume, I believe general experience {antions the
recommendation of a mere vegetable, becaufe lefs ftimu-
lating diet, with the addition of fo much milk, broth, and
eggs, as feem neceflary to prevent any declenfion of the
patient’s ftrength.

Very recently, Dr.Lambe has propofed a method of
tréating cancerous difeafes, which is wholly dietetic. He
recommends the adoption of a ftrict vegetable regimen, to
avoid the ufe of fermented liquors, and to fubftitute wa-
ter, purified by diftillation, in the place of common wa.
ter ufed as a beverage, and in all articles of diet in which
common water is ufed, as tea, foups, &c. The grounds
upon which/he founds his opinion of the propriety of this
advice, and the profpeét of benefit which it holds out,

may be feen in his ¢ Reports on Cancers,” to which |
refer my readers.

My

Ll
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With a view to imprefs the contrary fact
on the mind of the reader, I will briefly

relate two cafes 1n proof of it.
CASE

.

ras

My own experience on the effects of this regimen is of
courfe very limited, nor does it authorife me to {peak
decidedly on the fubject. But I think it right to obferve,
that in one cafe of carcinomatous ulceration in which it
was ufed, the {ymptoms of the difeafe were, in my opi-
nion, rendered more mild, the eryfipelatous inflammation,
furrounding the ulcer, was removed, and the life of the
patient was, in my judgment, confiderably prolonged.
The more minute details of the facts conftitute the {ixth
cafe of Dr. Lambe’s ¢ Reports.”

It {feems to me very proper and defirable, that the
powers of the regimen recommended by Dr. Lambe,
fhould be fairly tried, for the following reafons :

rit. Becaufe I know fome perfons who, whilft con-
fined to fuch diet, have enjoyed very good health; and I
have further known feveral perfons who did try the effects
of fuch a regimen, declare, that it was produétive of
confiderable benefit. They were not indeed affe&ted with
cancer, but they were induced to adopt a change of diet
to allay a ftate of nervous irritation, and correét diforders
of the digeftive organs, upon which medicine had but
Little influence.

2dly. Becaufe it appears certain, that in general the
body can be perfectly nourifhed by vegetables.

3dly. It feems fufficiently afcertained, that difeafes

have in fome perfons been excited by water, and there-
fore
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CASE ZXIN.

A lady came frcm the country with a
cancerous tumour in the breaft, and took
fome medicine, probably arfenic, by the
defire of a female quack, which brought on
the moft violent fickne{s and purging, with
death-like faintings. It was uncertain for
{feveral days whether fhe would furviveits
effeéts. Inflammation was induced in the
local difeafe to fuch a degree, thatthe cancer
floughed, and came out, and violent erifipela-
tous inflammation extended itfelf from the
fkin of the breaft to a great extent. The
fides of the cavity, however, threw forth

a cancerous fungus, and in this {tate {he re-
turned into the country.

e - T -

fore it is defirable, that whatever is ufed fhould be made
as pure as poilible.

4thly. Becaufe all great changes of conftitution are more
likely to be effected, by alterations of diet and modes
of life, than by medicine.

5thly. Becaufe it holds out a fource of hope and con-
folation to the patient, in "a difeafe where medicine is
known to be unavailing, and furgery affords no more
than a temporary relief,

CASE
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CASE XIV.

A lady about forty-fixx years of age, afked
my opinion refpecting a {mall lump in her
breaft. She was very nervous and agitated,
and her bowels extremely difordered. She
faid fhe had {fometimes twenty difcharges from
her bowels in twenty-four hours, and that
the fecretion of bile was as faulty as pofiible.
After about fix wecks fhe called upon me
again, having been in the country: the me-
dicines which fhe had tried had been pro-
ductive of little or no good. Her converf{a-
tion was equally defultory and agitated. Her
pulle very frequent, The lump was en-
Iarged to about the fize of a walnut, but had
no figns by which I fhould have known it to
be cancer. Hearing that her furgeon in the
country thought it cancerous, and believing
that an operation in her prefent ftate was in-
admiffible, I recommended her to take the
opinion of another furgeon. J did not now
fee her for fome time, I believe about two
months, when the tumour had become as
large as an orange, and had thrown out a
fungus, which protruded in nodules. The

12 fumour
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tumour had, fhe told me, become foft, and
feemed as if it were gathering ; and thefe pro-
trufions took place afterwards. Her general
health was ftill equally difordered, and the
{furgeon, who had feen her, concurred with
me in opinion, that an operation under
her prefent circumftances was}inadmuffible.
The lump rapidly increafed; and, in the
courfe of a few months, became as large as a
child’s head, bhaving all the charaters of
carcinoma, It then ulcerated, and did not
afterwards materially enlarge. I need not
defcribe how it ulcerated, and how it, oc-
cafionally, bled profufely. She gradually
became emaciated and feeble, and died
exhaufted, without the glands in the axilla
becoming difeafed, or any peculiar {fymp-
toms occurring.

In order further to elucidate the opinions
which I entertain refpeting the conftitu-
tional nature of cancerous difeafe, I felect the
following cafe.

CASE XV.

A lady had had a tumour in, or near the
right breaft, for more than twenty years,

VOL. IV. H which
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which, when fhe was between fifty and fixty
years, may be faid to have become can-
cerous. ‘The patient indeed infifted, that
the cancer did not begin in the original
lump, but by the fide of it. No local treat-
ment arrefted its progrefs; and, in a fhort
time, it became cognizable from its indura-
tion and 1rregularity of furface, as a decided
cafe of cancer. The tumour, and a con-
{iderable portion of the furrounding parts,
were therefore removed. The wound healed
healthily in a fhort {pace of time, and the
patient left London. She had always been,
to ufe her own expreflion, extremely bilious,
yet the difcharges from the bowels were but
rarely tinctured with good bile. She had
pafled gall ftones. Her bowels were very
irregular n their funétions, being frequently
very coftive, or the reverfe. Whilft I had
attended her, fhe had taken five grains of the
compound calomel pill every fecond or third
mght, and kept the bowels as regular as
pofiible. She faid, that her health had been
oreatly benefited by thefe attentions, and I
urged her ftill to continue them. Fora year or
" more, after fhe left London, fhe was well, the
cicatrix
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cicatrix remaining perfeétly foft and fmooth.
Having occafion to travel after that period
during the winter, and being badly accom-
modated at the inns fthe met with on the
road, fhe caught cold, and became very
feverith and unwell. The cold, fhe faid,
had fixed itfelf on the lungs, for a cough,
and a difficulty of breathing continued, and
increafed, fo that in a little more than a year
from 1ts commencement it deftroyed her.
About fix weeks before her death, fhe came
to Loondon, when fhe told me, that fince the
time of her catching her dreadful cold fhe
had found a lump begin to form in her other
breaft, and that the cicatrix had afterwards
become difeafed. The tumour in the left
breaft was of a globular form, of about an
inch and a half in diameter, it was hard,
weighty, and nodulated upon its furface. It
was moft characteriftically cancerous, but
what I fhould term a dwarf or ftunted {peci-
men of that difeafe, fuch as we fee produced
when the powers of the conftitution are
much leflened. This, and the correfpondent
fact of cancer diminithing when the powers

of confhitution decline, fhould be noted, or
H 2 elfe
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elfe a furgeon might attribute fuch effects,
the confequences of natural caufes, to the
medicine which he employs. The upper part
of the cicatrix, on the oppofite fide, had indu-
rated and ulcerated, but not to a confiderable
degree. I was not permitted to examine the
body, which I much wifhed to have done,
becaufe, I believe, the extreme difficulty of
 breathing could not have been occafioned by
any thing lefs than organic difeafe of the
lungs. I have, however, examined the bodies
of cancerous patients who died with difficulty
of breathing, without difcovering difeafe in
thofe organs.

The {fymptoms fubfequent to operations,
being the refult of that excitement of con--
fiitution which the thoughts and injury of
the operation occailon, often exhibit, in a
very ftriking manner, the difeafed propen-
fities of the conftitution. I think it* may
be ufeful briefly to relate thofe which oc-
curredafter the removal ofacancerous tumour
in a cafe which I lately attended. The pa-
tient poflefled what might, in general, be
called a good conftitution, and great forti-

tude,
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tude, fo that fhe bore the operation without
the leaft complaint. Yet during the day
preceding the operation, fhe had a {light
lumbago, as fhe called it, which I believed
to be the effett of that anxiety of mind which
the thoughts of undergeing the operation
muit occafion. In the evening after tie
tumour bad been removed, fhe complained
of a defire, and of an inability to void urine;
{he had alfo fenfations in the throat ke
~ hyfterics. Her pulfe was 8o. She had no
{leep during the night, but had voided half a
pint of urine, which had no ftriking pecu-
liarity of appearance. Saline draughts had
hitherto been given, and fhe was now defired
to take zj of ol. ricini, mixed with mucilage
and cinnamon water, every fourth hour tilla
ftool was procured. She took feven draughts
without any effect. The pain in the back
increafed, and during the fecond night was
fo fevere, that fhe groaned very conftantly
from the pain. On the third morning; I
found her very ill, yet her pulfe was not
more than go, neither was her {kin hot. She
had voided no urine for the laft 30 hours;
pain continued from the back down the

H 3 thighg
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thighs, but the abfence of fever convinced
me, that the pain in the back and fuppref-
fion of wurine could not be the effet of
nephritis. Thinking, as I had done from
the beginning, that the kidneys were {fympa-
thetically affected by the ftate of the bowels,
and that the pain of the back depended on
the ftate of thofe organs, I now ordered her
a pill of extract of colocynth, and a draught
of Epfom falts, every fourth hour, inftead of
the caftor cil. In the evening difcharges
from the bowels took place; fhe had five
ftools, and the pain in the back had nearly
ceafed. Feeling very languid, and having
had no fleep during the two preceding nights,
the took 20 drops of laudanum, and a little
nitrous ather, in water. 'This medicine pro-
duced great heat and uneafinefs in the
ftomach ; and though fhe flept a little from
the opium, her fleep feemed to be attended
with more difturbance than benefit. She
voided fome urine during the night, which
was like extremely muddy water. As the
difcharges from the bowels had ceafed, and
did not feem likely to be renewed, the began
again with the caftor oil draughts, Ry which

an
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an evacuation of the bowels was procured in
the courfe of the day. The urinary fecretion
continued, and was augmented in quantity.
As the ftools were not properly tinctured
with bile, three grains of the piiul. hydrarg,
were ordered to be given every fecond night
for the future. Dyfpeptic {ymptoms and
flatulence now claimed our chief attention.
She complained of great acidity, of diftention,
and tendernefs at the lower part of the
epigaftric region. For this fhe took chalk
mixture, with aromatic confeétion, and after-
wards magnefia; which latter medicine feemed
afterwards fufficient to keep the bowels in a
gentlylaxftate. Inabout a fortnightherbowels
were in a comfortable ftate, and in about three
weeks the urine was clear, and {ecreted in the
ufual quantity. On the eighth day, when the
dyfpeptic fymptoms were fevere, the patient
had gout in her finger and toe, to which fhe
had been previoufly fubject. It is right to
mention, that prior to the operation, the
urinary fecretion had never appeared to her to
be irregular either in quantity or quality, and
that her bowels had been readily affected by

rather {light dofes of medicine. The fame cir-
H 4 cumftances
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cumitances were obferved after the fubfidence
of the diforder occafioned by the operation,
I have fatisfattion in adding, that though
the wound fuffered during the continuance
of the conftitutional difturbance, it after-
wards healed rapidly and {moothly, fo that
at the end of fix weeks, 1t had the appear-
ance of a {car in perfectly healthy parts.

If cancer be a conftitutional difeafe; 1if
patients affeted with it have occafionally
other difeafes of a fatal nature; if in fome
inftances, when there is no organic difeafe,
_ the nervous fyftem is fo irritable, and the
digeftive organs fo difordered, as to render
any operation perilous ; thefe circumftances
muft render every furgeon who perceives
them reluctant to operate, and uncertain as
to the event of the cale. They fhew the
neceflity of folicitoufly attending to the.con-
ftitution of the patient after an operation,
with a view to prevent the recurrence of the
difeafe, or its formation in other parts. They
explain how it happens, that the operation
frequently accelerates the death of the patient,
I have known a patient die foon after an

operation
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operation for the removal of a cancerous
tumour of no great magnitude, merely in
confequence of the fhock imparted to the
conftitution by the operation. I have known
other cafes, in which the difeafed f{tate of
the wounded parts feemed to have been the
chief caufe of the {peedy death of the patient,
1 therefore concur in opinion with thofe fur-
geons, who think, that in many inftances an
operation for the removal of cancer would
be rath and unjuftifiable. Yet, however nu-
merous and momentous the deterring rea-
fons may be, I think they fhould not pre-
vent our operating in many cafes. If the
whole of thefe difeafed parts, and thofe
which, from contiguity with them, may
have been fo far influenced as to acquire a
difpofition to difeale can be removed, it
{urely ought to be attempted, provided the
conftitution i1s not {fo difordered, or dif-
eafed, as to prohibit the operation. We
ought to bend our minds attentively to make
out the characteriftic figns of cancer, that we
may know it at an early period, and when the
difeafe is in a fmall compafs, and the opera-
tion on that account lefs formidable. To

forbear
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~ forbear to operate is to confign the patient
to hopelefs mifery.

Fumigations with carbonic acid gas, weak
acids, and frefh vegetable juices, correct the
feetor, infufions of opium leflen the pain,
and oxyds'and faline preparations of iron
feem to expedite the deftruction of the difeafed
parts, and cleanfe the fore; yet I have not
feen any fuch effects from local applications
as leads me even to hope that any may be
difcovered that will cure the local difeafe.

The ulceration and felf-deftroymg procefs
of cancer 1s {o horrible a procefs, that it may
be ftated as an argument for the operation,
that a patient gets rid of a quantity of dif-
eafe upon eafier terms by having it removed
by the knife, than by fuffering it to pro-
ceed in 1ts natural courfe. When the fcar
or furface ef a wound after an operation,
becomes indurated and cancerous, the patient
fuffers much lefs pain, and there 1s much lefs
feetor 1n the difeafe thus formed, {o that the
patient’s fufterings are, on the whole, much

diminithed. But if the patient’s conftitution
ke
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be moderately good, and if the operation be
performed at a fufhiciently early period, I
have known life prolonged for five, fix, or
more years; and when, after that lapfe of
time, the cicatrix has become difeafed, the
actions which enfued have been indolent, and
the patients have gradually funk, and died,
rather from fome circumftances connected
with the ftate of the general health, than
from the degree of the local difeafe.

There are tumours, the ftructure of which
may not correfpond with any of the defcrip-
tions that I have given. I feel, however, un-
able, from my own obfervations, to depict
any other fpecies. It feems to me, that thele
difeafes refemble colours in this refpett, that
a few of the primary ones only can be difcri-
minated and exprefled, whilft the interme-
diate fhades, though diftinguiihable, by clofe
attention and comparative obfervation, do
not admit of defcription or denomination.
There are fingle tumours, in the compo-
fition of which feveral of the above-defcribed
ftructures may be found, and, perhaps, fome
part of which may not correfpond to any de-

{cription



108 A CLASSIFICATION

fcription that has been given. If, however,
the hiftory of thefe diffimilar difeafes, which
appear in the form of tumours, were accu-
rately recorded, and their ftruture noted,
we might perhaps from the former be led to
judge of the latter ; and thus attain a know-
ledge of the intrinfic nature of the difeafe
which would enable us to act rightly in
practice.

Eﬁc}'/}ed Tumours,

In the clafs of local difeafes, and in the
order of tumours, cuftom {eems to have
placed the genus of Encyfted Tumours, next
to thofe of the farcomatous kind. The ar-
rangement indeed appears proper; for the}r'
are {o allied 1n appearance, and in the fen-
fation which they 1mpart on examination,
that they are not unfrequently miftaken for
each other; and yet, 1n general, the encyfted
tumours have {ufficiently diftinguithing cha-
racters to enable a furgeon to determine their
nature prior to the performance of an opera-
tion. Thedifcriminating characters are, —a

regularity of furface and {hape, and a pulpy
feel,
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feel.  Yet moft {furgeons will, I believe, ac-
knowledge, that they have feen tumours
difperfed, which they have taken for wens;
and have even, when they have removed
them under that belief, difcovered the dif-
_eafe to have been a foft regularly {haped

farcoma, and not a cyft containing a pulpy
{ubftance.

Refpetting the ftrufture of encyfted tu-
mours I have nothing to remark, but what
1s, I believe, generally known. The cyfts
moft frequently are compofed of many la-
melle, which are fometimes fo compacted, as
to be {carcely diftinguifhable. Thefe cyfts
vary confiderably in thicknefs; being fome-
times very thick and tough, and at others ex-
tremely thin and tender. They fometimes
moft tenacioufly adhere to the contiguous
parts, {fo as to make it difficult to feparate
them; and, at others, they are fo loofely
connetted, that, when an incifion is made
which lays bare the cyft, the whole tumour
ftarts q\%t. without any diffection.

That the interior {urface fecretes the con-
tents formed in the cyft, is in my opinion

10 indif-
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indifputable. ‘That it is a fecreting furface
I believe ; becaufe, when a wen has {ponta-
neoufly opened by ulceration, I have feen the
cyft produce granulations from its furface.
When alfo, the front of the bag has alone
. been taken away, and the {kin clofed over the
back of it, an union takes place between the
fkin and cyft. When alfo a wen has burft,
or has been punctured, fo that a fmall aper-
ture has been left in 1it, which has occa-
fionally given difcharge to its contents; I
have feen the cyft fill repeatedly by a fecretion
of the fame nature, but more fluid than the
contents which were at firft found in 1t.

Some notions have of late been entertained,
that thefe cyfts may be of the nature of hy-
datids; it may not, therefore, be improper, n
order to enable the reader to form his own
judgment on this fubje&, to mention the
following cafe.

A gentleman had a wen in his cheek,
which {pontaneoufly burft, and on which
Mr. Hunter tried various ftimulating means
to induce the cyft to granulate or adhere, fo

that
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that no further collection might enfue. His
endeavours, however, were unavailing; for,
after the opening clofed, the cavity of the cyft
filled again, and the wen was as complete as
before, and had increafed in magnitude. It
was fituated unfavourably for removal, and
the patient was adverfe to an operation. It
lay fo deeply on the buccinator mulicle, as to
be as perceptible from the mouth as on the
cheek ; and there was a great rifk of dividing
the parotid duct, in an operation undertaken
for the removal of the tumour. The de-
formity which the wen occafioned, was, how-
ever, confiderable, it being as big as the
largeft kind of walnut; and the patient was
very defirous of having the tumour leffened,
though very averfe to having 1t extirpated.
He had for this purpofe ufed falt and water,
- which made the fkin inflame. Having con-
{fulted me, I told him that if {timulating ap-
. plications were to do good, they could only
effect 1t by caufing the fkin to ulcerate, and
the contents of the wen to be difcharged, as
had formerly happened ; all which might be
accomplifthed in a more direct, and lefs.teaz-
ing manner, by juft pricking the bag with a

9 lancet,
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lancet, and {queezing out its contents. [
thought it alfo probable, that the fmall
wound would heal, and that the operation
might be occafionally repeated. The patient
was pleafed with the propofal, and it was put
in execution. The contents were of the con-
fiftence which is termed meliceritous, and
had a peculiar odour. No inflammation en-
fued, and the wound healed ; but, after a
little time, it opened again, and gave dif-
charge to a fmall quantity of watery liquor,.
of precifely the fame odour as the original
contents, and the little puncture again clofed
up. From that time to the prefent, which is
now fome years, the wound has occafionally
opened, difcharging a fmall quantity of fome-
times a more fluid, fometimes a. more meli-
ceritous fubftance; and, after this difcharge,
the aperture clofes up. This circumftance
occurs but feldom; perhaps every fecond or
third month. The aperture is fo fmall as
not to be difcernible; no plaifter 1s worn upon
it, and the patient has got rid of a confiderable
deformity, upon what he thinks very eafy and
fatisfactory terms.

1 have
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I have mentioned thefe circumftances to
illuftrate the functions of the cyfts of thefe
tumours; and to fhew what may be done in
fome cafes, as a palliation of thefe difeafes.
It is not, however, meant to recommend fuch
practice ; for, on the contrary, it will be
fhewn hereafter; that it is dangerous to
tamper with encyfted tumours ; and, indeed,
I fhould not have ventured on this palliative
mode of treatment, in the cafe related, had I
not known from the effefts of the former
conduct, which had been purfued, that the
cyft and contiguous parts were of an indolent
nature, and not difpofed to re-act in confe-
quence of violence done to them.

 The contents of encyfted tumours have
been denominated from their confiftence,
fteatomatous, atheromatous, and meliceritous.
To this ancient diftinéion muft be added

another: the cylt fometimes fecretes a fub-
{tance like nail or horn; which is protruded
when the fkin ulcerates, hardens, and is
puthed forwards in 'propai"tion as the cyft
fecretes more of this fubftance, {o as to
appear litke horns; as has been fhewn

YOL. IV, I by
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by Mr. Home in the Ph1lofuph1cal Tranf-
actions.

There is yet another curious circumftance
to be neticed with relation to cyfls ; which
is, that they have fometimes hairs growing
from their interior furface.. This happens
in thofe cyfts which are not unfrequently
met with in the ovary *,

But though the cyfts of encyfted tumours
muft be confidered as pofiefling the organiza-
tion of other parts, and as fecreting and ab-
forbing furfaces ; yet their veflels are pro-
bably very minute, and not endued with a -
degree of ftrength adequate to the ordinary
reparation of injury. If they produce gra-
nulations they are flabby, and the fores are
not difpofed to heal.

It 1s no uncommon circumitance to meet
with wens, that have burft {pontaneouily,

* Some of the tubercles which occur in the vifcera
feem to be formed by the depofition of various kinds of
fubftances from the furface of a cyft, which appears to
ke the firft formed and moft effential part of the difeafe.

and
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and have thrown out a fungus, which, like
a foreign body, prevents the {urrounding in-
teguments from healing.

Moft parts that are weak, are irritable
when excited, and apt to afflume difeafed ac-
tions. This frequently happens ina ftriking
manner 1n the cyfts of thefe tumours; and
as, perhaps, furgeons are not fufficiently
apprized of the bad confequences fometimes
occurring from the inflammation of wens,
and as it is proper to fhew the danger of irri-
tating thefe difeafes, I fhall relate a few cafes
to illuftrate this fact.

A woman, about forty years of age, was
admitted into St. Bartholomew’s Hofpital,
with a frightful fungus growing on the front
of the belly, below, and to the right of the
navel. She had been a healthy lufty woman,
but was greatly deranged in health by the
pain and irritation which this had occafioned.
She defcribed it as being a wen which had
burit, and her account was afterwards verified
by diffeCtion. The fungus bled, and fhe

could fcarcely bear the fofteft dreflings to be
' I 2 applied
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applied to the part. Nothing mitigated hes
fufferings fo much as lint dipt in a {olution
of opium, and kept moift by very frequently
{queezing on it, from a fponge, a f{ufficient
quantity of the folution. Nothing allayed
the conftitutional irritation but large dofes of
opium. - She died exhaufted in the courfe of
| arfortnight,

I removed the cy{t from off the aponeu-
rofis of the exiernal oblique mufcle, where
it covers the rectus, leaving the tendinous ex-
panfion quite clean; and unaffected. 'Fhe cyfk
had ulcerated in two fmall places, fo that the
fungus which 1t contained was vifible from.

behind.

A man between forty and fifty: years of
age, who was i St. Bartholomew’s Hofpital,
had a wen on his 'back, which ulcerated, difs
charged an atheromatous fubitance, and after-
wards ‘inflamed, and threw out. a fungus.
Extenfive eryfipelatous inflammation : took
place in the furrounding integuments, and
his conftitution was greatly deranged by 1rri-
tation and fever, When he was almoft ex-

&0 haufted.
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haufted by thefe circumftances, and before
any local amendment had taken place, an-
other wen of the fame nature, which he had
on his right thigh, ulcerated, and was followed
by the fame confequences, and, con_;mntl}r,
they {foon deftr o)red hun

A gentleman, of a ftout make, and about
forty years of age, had a tumour, fuppofed to
be farcomatous, which had formed beneath the
integuments on the lower edge of the petoral
mufcle. It was attended with fevere pain
occafionally, at which time 1t rapidly in-
creafed in fize, and produced a great deal of
fever and irritation *, which made him look
very fickly, and grow very thin, and caufed
fome perfens te deem the difeafe cancerous.

* Circumitances like thefe fhould, I think, be particu-
larly attended to in the hiftory of tumours ; for they may
ferve, perhaps, to charaterize the difeafe in which they
oecur. Tumours of an innocent nature commonly in-
g¢reafe in an equal ratio, and do not excite irritation in the
~eontiguous parts, or in the conftitution. Yet this, as a
general rule, has exceptions. Some of thefe have been
ftated under the head of pancreatic farcoma, occurring in
67 about the mammary gland.

L3y ‘When
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When the tumour had acquired a magni-
tude of about four inches in length, and three
in breadth and depth, he fubmitted to its re-
moval; the integuments were divided and
turned back, and the tumour diffeted off the
furface, and, in fome degree, from under the
edge.of the pectoral mufcle.

When the tumour was examined, it was
found to be compofed of a fteatomatous fub-
ftance, contained in a thin capfule. The fub-
ftance refembled that which I have defcribed
as being fometimes found in cells in the
teftis, or intermixed with the difeafed organi-
zation of that part, It was firm, and refem-
bled cheefe in its yellow colour and unétuous
appearance ; but it was not unctuous to the
touch.

The wound made in the operation foon
healed, and the patient’s health was reftored
to as good, or feemingly a better ftate than
before the formation of this difeafe. He alfo
regained his ufual athletic form. But in lefs
than three months after his recovery, two
new tumours formed, one above, and the

13 other
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other below the cicatrix of the wound. The
patient did not particularly attend to them
till they had attained a fize equal to' that of
a large walnut. To difleét out both thefe
tumours, and make fo free a removal of parts
as to render it probable that no new growth
would enfue, feemed to be a very formidable
operation; and, as the nature of the former
tumour was known, and it was fuppofed that
thefe were of the fame kind, it was agreed
to puncture the upper one, to exprefs the
contents, and await the event, This was
done by a puncture of half an inch in length,
made by an abfcefs lancet. The contents
were exactly like thofe of the original tu-
mour. Vehement eryfipelatous or irritative
inflammation took place, and floughing about
the difeafed part: the inflammation rapidly
extended to the oppofite fide of the thorax,
and then down the integuments of the ab-
domen to the groin. The derangement of
the conftitution was as violent as the local
difeafe, and in about a week the patient died.

Thefe cafes are related to fhew the danger
of irritatingwens, either of an irritable nature,
i4 or
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or occurring in irritable habits; and becaufe
I have not met with fuch cafes defcribed in

books 1n a manner adequate to the importance
of the fubject.

It deferves to be noticed in this brief ac-
count of encyfted tumours, that the difpofi-
tion to ferm wens prevails frequently inmany
parts of the body at the fame time. It is not
very uncommon to fec many, even twenty or
thirty wens alike in their feru¢ture and con-
tents in various parts of the fame fubject.
Nay, the difpofiticn feems fometimes to be
hereditary, and tranfmitted from parents to
their children.

The fubject would appear to me to be in-
complete were I not to notice the formation
of cavities, containing different fubftances,
and which can neither be accounted encyfted
tumours, nor abfcefles. The cyfts are like the
cyfts of abfcefles ; they are fecreting fusfaces,
not regular in fhape, but varying according
to the form of the parts, amongft which they
are produced. They adhere alfo, like the
fides of abfcefles, to the circumjacent parte,

and

%
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and are not eafily feparable from them like-
the cyflts of wens. Thefe cyfts fometimes
contain a Kind of ferum and hydatids like the
cyfts formed in the liver, and other vifcera.
Sometimes they contain a number of granular
fubftances of a white colour, having a po-
lithed furface, and generally an oval figure,
which refemble pearl barley, but the granules
are generally fmaller. 1 have feen the cylts
containing hydatids, in the back and about
the hip, on the fhoulder and in front of
the elbow joint*. I never met with any

contain-

~* The cyfts from which fuch fubftances are difcharged,
are, in general, very irritable. - If they are kept open for
fome time, an alteration feems to take place in the
actions of the part, and they no longer continue to fecrete
that matter which forms the granules I have defcribed, nor
the fluid in which hydatids are found. As thefe difeafes are
not fo frequent as to be familiarlyknown to furgeons, whofe
practice is not extenfive, I will relate two cafes to fhew
the nature and treatment of fuch difeafes. — Case. A
‘young lady had a confiderable collection of fluid beneath
the biceps mufcle of the arm. It protruded on either
fide of the mufcle, and reached to about three inches
above the elbow joint. I punftured it with an abfcefs
lancet, and difcharged about fix ounces of ferous fluid,
containing a few hydatids. “Fhe wound, which was an
inch in length, was drefled with fpermaceti falve, a bread
and
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containing thefe granular bodies but about
the hip, and, in the thece of tendons; I

-

al have

and water poultice applied, and the arm  was fupported
by a fling. For a few days ferous fluid oozed from the
aperture, when the external wound had clofed fo much as
to prevent its efcape. I introduced a probe into the
cavity, and afterwards a {mall tent, to prevent the aper-
ture in the cyft from clofing. This trivial irritation caufed
great difturbance in the parts, to a confiderable diftance,
which became heated and {wollen, and fo painful, that
¥ dared not to perfevere. The wound was {uffered to
heal, which it foon did; but the fluid collected again.
Inftructed by this experience, I now opened the cyft with a
lancet, introduced a probe-pointed biftoury, and enlarged
the aperture to the extent of an inch and a half, This
wound was drefled fuperficially; it was three weeks
before it clofed, and afterwards no colleGtion of fluid
took place in the cyit, and the patient remained perfeitly
well. —Case. A ggntleman had for many years fuffered
great inconvenience from a colletion of fluid beneath the
fafcia of the ring finger, the palmar falcia, and that of
the forearm. The colle€tion feem to have begun in the
palm of the hand, but had extended itfelf half way up
the theca of the ring finger, and pafling under the carpal
tigament, had made its way by the ulnar fide of the flexor
mufcles,and protruded the fafcia of the fore-armin that part
which intervenes between the flexors of the fingers and the
flexor carpi ulnaris. At this part the fluid was neareft to
the {urfaee,and it was agreed, in confultation, that it {hould
here be opened. I accordingly made a divifion of the fkin

about
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have therefore conjeftured that thefe cyfts
are enlargements of the burfz mucofz.

about two inches in length, to expofe the falcia of the
fore-arm, which I divided to the extent of aninch and
a half. I then diftracted the mufcles a little, when there
gufhed out a large quantity of fluid, containing a number
of the largeft granules that ever I had feen formed in the
fheaths of tendons. Several of them were as big as fmall
grapes. DBy prefling the palm of the hand more were
forced out, yet I remained uncertain whether the whole
were difcharged. The wound was drefled fuperficially
with fpermaceti falve, a bread and water poultice applied,
and the arm kept {upported in 2 fling. Three days after
the operation, fearing left fome of the granules might re-
main, I introduced the pointof a varnifhed catheter, and
impelled fome warm water beneath the fafcia of the hand.
No granules returned with it; but this experiment caufed
great nervous irritation in the part, and in- the conftitu-
tion in general. Nothing therefore was further done
that could irritate the parts, and the wound healed in
about fix weeks, in the following manner: The fkin on
either fide of the wound became tumid, and threw forth
exuberant granulations to fuch a height, that a {welling
as big as half an egg cut lengthwife, projected above the
level of the fkin; as the granulations from either fide
touched, they coalefced, and thus the divided fafcia was
covered. The granulations being afterwards abforbed,
the cicatrix appeared like one from a common cut, and
- the integuments were flat, and in 2 natural ftate. I faw

the patient two years after this operation, and there had
been no new colleétion of fluid.

The
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The greater number of thefe cafes, which
I have feen, have ultimately, but very flowly,
done well. However fome cylts, upon be-
coming open, produce great and even fatal
wrritation in the contiguous parts. Some-
times cyfts, as Mr. Hey has lately remarked,
praduce that appearance, which he has called
fungus hazmatodes. Of this circumftance,
as it appertamns to the prefent fubjet, I {hall
refate an inftance; but to fpeak more largely
of that difeafe, would be deviating from the
plan of this paper, and would be unnecefiary,
as the numerous and accurate cafes, which
Mr. Hey has related, fhew that this dif-
eale may exift without being connected with

cyits.

A girl about fixteen years of age, who was
in St. Bartholomew’s Hofpital, had a collec-
tion of fluid under the triceps extenfor
cubiti, near to the olecranon. When I firft
faw it, it was not larger than a pullet’s egg,
but it increafed, notwith{tanding the means
which were employed to difenis it; and, mn
about twelve months, it prefented itfelf be-

neath the integumengs on the outfide of the
¢ arm,
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arm, i the {pace between the extenfor and
fRexor muifcles, a little above the elbow.
Upon comprefling the projecting integu-
ments, a fluctuation of fluid was felt be-
neath the triceps mufcle in the infide of m
arm, and the collettion feemed to extend
high up on the back part of the os brachii.
As-the parts containing the fluid feemed
more difpofed to increafe in dimenfions, than
togive way and difcharge their contents;
thﬁ: colleCtion was opened where 1t pointed,
and a quangity. of ferum was difcharged. On
]ligmduemg the finger, - fome {trata of co-
agulated blood came away, and this was fue-
¢eeded by fo great an h@morrhage, that it be-
cameneceilary to enlarge the wound, in order
to- fearch for the bleeding veflels. In pro-
portion as this was done, and more coagu-
fated blood was detached from the fides of
the cyft, which had contained both it and
the ferum, the hmorrhage increafed, and the
blood flowed fo profufely from fo manv and
fuch large arteries, that it was impoffible to
controul its effufion. Amputation feemed
unavoidable, and was performed as high up
as pofiible, but not clearly above tne eyft,

{fome
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fome part of which remained amongf’c the
mufcles of the ftump.

On examining the amputated limb, a thick
and firm ftratum of coagulated blood was
found adhering to the fides of a cyft, which
extended from a little above the olecranon,
where it was large, to nearly the upper part
of the os brachii, where it gradually tapered
to a fmall fize. The upper part of the cyft
was cut off from the reft by the amputating
knife, and of courfe remained upon the ftump.
At firft, the ftump appeared to do well, but
{hortly after the fides of the wound feparated,
confiderable inflammation came on, and a
fungus was thruft forth. Great fever and
irritation accompanied this local diforder; and

the girl died *, |
The

* An unreftrainable hzmorrhagic tendency feems to
be the effential character of that difeafe, which Mr. Hey
has denominated Heematodes.  That it takes place from
difeafed ftructures is manifeft ; yet I have known it hap-
pen without any morbid growth having preceded it. I
fhall briefly relate a cafe of this deﬁ:rlptmn, becaufe the
term fungus hzmatodes {feems to bea name commonlynow
applied to every bleeding fungus, whilft. that hematodal

difpofition, which Mr. Hey has defcribed, is a very
rare
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The treatment of encyfted tumours re-
fembles that of the farcomatous kind. By
abftracting blood and heat from the part it is
probable the growth of them will be ftopped,
and the difeafe 'made for a time ftationary.
‘They are not Ilkely to be difperfed; and, as
the magnitude is increafed by delay, and the
fpentaneous opening of the cyflt generally
leaves a vexatious and intractable fore, and
fometimes is attended with more daﬁgerﬂus
confequences, the early removal of the 'dif-
cafe is the beft practical cundu& th:‘.lt can be
be purfued. sk

rare occurrence. — Case. A young man, who was out
of health, complained of ftiffnefs and pain in the bottom
of his belly, and took to his bed, declaring his mah:ﬁty
to move about. Suddenly a fwelling formed above the
Poupart’s ligament, which rapidly increafed, and, the fkin
ulcerated. A frightful fungus feemed to prefent itfelf,
and an uncontrolable hemorrhage enfued. When the
cafe was examined after death, all that bulged out could
be removed by the finger or {fponge, and appeared to be
thgulated blood, rather than fungus; and at th h to
nothing was feen but the abdominal mufcles, w 1ch hﬁ
that bruifed and brownifh appearance which Mr. He]r
has defcribed.

Anather
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Another genus of tumours is the offeous.
Thofe which hang pendulous into joints are
{fometimes bony. Offeous tumours alfo
form, though not frequently, in other parts:
of this circamftance I fhall relate the follow-
ing inftance. A woman was admitted into
St. Bartholomew’s Hofpital, with a hard
tumour in the ham. It was about four
inches in length and three in breadth. She
had alfo a tumour on the front of the thigh
a hittle above the patella, of lefs fize and
hardnefs. The tumour in the ham, by 1its
preflure on the nerves and veiiels, had
greatly benumbed the fenfibility, and ob-
ftructed the circulation of the leg, {o that it
was very cedematous. As 1t appeared im-
pofiible to remove this tumour, and, as its
origin and connections were unknown, am-
putation was refolved on. On examining
the amputated limb, the tumour in the ham
could only be divided by a faw ; feveral {lices
were taken out of it by this means, and ap-
peared to confift of coagulable and vafcular
fubftance, in the interftices of which a great
deal of bony matter was depofited. The

remainder of the tumour was macerated and
dried,
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dried, and it appears to be formed of an irre-
gular and compact depofition of the earth of
bone. The tumour on the front of the thigh
was of the {fame nature with that in the ham;
but containing {o little lime, that it could be
cut with a knife. The thigh-bone was not
at all difeafed ; which 1s mentioned, becaufe,
when bony matter is depofited in a limb, it

generally arifes from a difeafe of the bone.
This cafe, however, thews that the vefifels of

a tumour may fecrete phofphate of lime, and
convert it into an offeous {fubftance, without
any manifeft caufe exifting to excite fuch
offific inflammation.

Vafcular tumours alfo may doubtlefs be-
come converted into a fubftance refembling
cartilage, like thofe found in joints ; and their
‘hardnefs might then exclude them from the
genus farcoma. I have not however met
with fuch inftances.

The difeafes which I have been defcribing
may be confidered as edifices which are built
up by difeafed actions, and in which thofe
difeafed actions continue to refide. ‘The

NOE T%. | - K ations
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actions themielves do not admit of examia-
tion, though the ftructures do which they
ere€t. 'Therefore, as Dr. Baillie has obferved,
it is by an examination of difeafed ftructure
that we muft be flowly led to a knowledge of
difeafed actions. It does not follow as a cer-
tain confequence, that fimilar difeafed actions
* will, in every inftance, produce precifely the
fame difeafed ftructure; though it is highly
probable that they will do {fo in general. This
obfervation would diminifh our furprize if, in
{ome rare inftances, we found cancer exifting
where a cancerous ftructure was not {trikingly
manifeft ; or if, in others, a ftructure like
that of cancer was obferved where no can-
cerous actions were apparent. The {cirrhous
tumours, which form beneath the peritoneal
covering or lining of the uterus, have fome~
thing of the {tructure of cancer, and yet they
are not cancerous. In all cafes where tu-
mours are formed we muft fuppofe an in-
creafe, and, in fome degree, a difordered
- action of the veflels which form them ; but,
in many thefe actions poflefs but little dif-
eafed peculiarity. As in every cafe of growth,
in the re-production of deftroyed parts, the

gelatinous
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oelatinous fubftance of the blood 1s firft depo-
fited, and afterwards rendered vafcular, there-
fore I have confidered a tumour formed in
this manner as one of the moft fimple kind,
and poflefling the leaft of difeafed peculia-
rity; but I am aware that I may have in-
cluded under this general character tumours
of effentially different natures. In the adi-
pofe farcoma there muft be fome peculiarity
in the arrangement and actions of veffels
which form this tumour; but it muft be ac-
counted a natural rather than a morbid pecu-
liarity. The pancreatic’ farcoma, I fhould
fuppofe, differed but little from the firft
{pecies. It may be confidered as a new growth
characterized merely by the peculiarity of its
appearance, in confequence of its being {epa-
~ rated into many diftinct parts, which fome-
times cohere by-a loofer kind of texture, and
{ometimes are feparated by a firmer fubftance.
The connecting medium appears like the
thickened cellular fubftance of the part in
which the newly organized matter is formed.
Indeed I have fometimes prefled out the fepa-
rated portions of this fubftance from the con-
necting medium which environed them. In

¢ K 2 the
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the mammary farcoma I {ufpect fome difeafed
peculiarity to exift, as has been mentioned in
fpeaking of that fubjet. In the tubercu-
lated {farcoma the predifpofition to that dif-
eafe feems general on the part of the confti-
tution. In the medullary farcoma the difeafe
feems local, in the firft inftance, and propa-
gated by means of the abforbing veflels to
their glands, and frequently in a courfe re-
trograde to that which the abforbed fluids
would naturally take; but in the advanced
ftate of the difeafe the morbid difpofition ap-
pears to be general. In carcinomatous far-
coma the difeafe appears to begin in a point
or {mall diftrict, and to extend in every direc-
tion, as rays do from a center, affecting every
furrounding part, whatever may be its nature.
The difeafed actions alfo, though they may
be at times more violent or more tranquil,
never ceafe. This difeafe is alfo extended
_through the medium of the abforbing veflels
in the direction which the abforbed matter
would naturally take.



SURGICAL OBSERVATIONS.

ON CHRONIC AND LUMBAR ABSCESSES.

| CHRONIC abfcefies differ from thofe pro-
™~ duced by phlegmonoid inflammation in
many particulars. In difeafes of an active
and violent nature, the contiguous parts be-
come affeCted, whilft in thofe of an indolent
difpofition they remain free from difeafe, and
unaltered in ftructure. Anabforbent gland, for
inftance, may be enlarged to a confiderable
fize ; yet, if the difeafe be of an indolent na-
ture, the furrounding cellular fubftance is
loofe and ‘pliant. On the contrary, if one
or two of thefe glands undergo active inflam-
mation, the furrounding parts participate in
the affection, and all traces of the glands
primarily affected, are loft in the more gene-
ral inflammation and abfcefs. In phlegmo-
nous abfcefles, the inflammation which was
K 3 moft
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moft violent in the centre, and had there
terminated in fuppuration, had, at the
fame time, induced adhefion of the fur-
rounding cellular fubftance; and thus, the
fides of the abfcefs are, as it were, walled
in and {fupported; and the extenfion of
the difeafe in the circumference 1s to a
certain degree prevented. It alfo appears,
that it 1s very much owing to the parts
covering the front of the abfcefs partici-
pating 1n the writation, that the matter {o
readily makes its way to the furface, and
1s difcharged.

On the contrary, in chronic abfceffes it
generally happens, that very little adhefion
of the furrounding {ubftance takes place, and
the matter 1s more at liberty to extend itfelf
in all direétions ; at the fame time, the parts
covering it do not participate in the difeafe,
they therefore do not inflame and ulcerate
till their diftention induces them to do fo,
and fuch a degree of diftention may not take
place till the abfcefs has acquired an enor-
mous magnitude.

Now
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Now, if it could be proved, and I think
it practicable, that chronic abfcefles are not
from their nature deleterious difeafes, but
are difturbing and deftructive to the coniti-
tution in proportion to their magnitude,
we {hould then clearly fee, that the objects of
furgery in their treatment ought to be thofe
of preventing their increafe, or reducing
their dimenfions.

As inflammation varies in its degree, fo
there are many abfceffes neither ftrictly {peak-
ing phlegmonous nor chronic, but of an in-
termediate nature. I think, therefore, it
may be ufeful to infert a cafe of purely chro-
nic abfcefs, as an illuftration of the preced-
ing remarks. |

CASE 1,

An abfcefs containing twelve ounces of
well-formed pus took placebeneath theintegu-
ments covering the upper part of the pectoral
maifcle; it elevated the tkin, and had formed
a globular kind of tumour. This fuppura-
#ion had been attended with fcarcely any pain,

K4 and
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and the integuments, although diftended,
were indolent, and appeared perfetly healthy
and natural. I puntured the abfcefs with a
lancet conveyed obliquely between the in-
teguments and the cyft, evacuated the con-
tained pus, and clofed the aperture with
fticking plafter: but on the re-accumulation
of matter it was no longer confined in a cyft,
but became diffufed through the cellular fub-
ftance leading to the axilla, in which a flight
inflammation was produced. I was; there-
fore, obliged to make a new orifice, and leave
it open, that the fecreted matter might have
an outlet, and not extend difeafe, by thus
pervading the cellular fubftance.

The furface of the cyfts of all abfceffes
has the power of fecreting and abforbing
their contents. Even phlegmonous abfcefles
occafionally difperfe, and many cafes are on
record of large abfcefles, which I conclude
were of a chronic nature, being difperfed in
confequence of the occurrence of a diarrheea,
It appears to me, that the cyfts of abfceffes
perform the fame function with refpect to

their
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their contents that the membranous furfaces
of cavities do in cafes of dropfy. In either
inftance, if fecretion exceeds abforption, the
difeafe enlarges; if it be equal, the difeafe is
{tationary; and if it be lefs, the difeafe di-
minifhes.

With this view of the fubject, and know-
ing the danger arifing from the opening of
chronic abfcefles, I have endeavoured to dif-
perfe them, and I have fometimes been fuc-
cefsful in my attempts. As an inftance of

what may be accomplifhed, I relate the fol-
lowing cafe :

-CASE Il

A gentleman about twenty-fix years of
age, confulted me on account of a very large
abfcefs which had formed amidft the mufcles
of his thigh. It protruded the fafcia on the
front vof the vaftus internus mufcle, from
the patella to above the middle of the thigh :
the pofterior mufcles of the thigh alfo-
bulged outwards, io as to give a confi-
derable convexity to the back part of the
Limb. The patient looked unhealthy; he

was
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was languid and irritable; he had a furred
tongue : the actions of his bowels were irre-
gular, and the fecretion of bile was deficient
or faulty. .I defired him to drink a pint of
the decoction of farfaparilla daily; to take
five grains of the pil. hydrarg. every fecond
night, and to pay ftrict attention to keep his
bowels regulars I alfo recommended a ban-
dage to give {fupport to the fides of the ab-
fcefs. However, it continued to increafe,
and in about fix weeks the integuments at
the lower part became more prominent than
elfewhere, and felt heated and uneafy. Fear-
ful of their becoming mnflamed, and fruftrat-
ing the plan of treatment which I defigned
to purfue, I opened the abfcels with an ab-
fcefs lancet, making a wound about three-
fourths of an inch in length. About thirty
ounces of ferous pus flowed through this

rifice, but the current was very frequently
obftructed by large clots of that flakey {ub-
{tance which 1s fo commonly found in fuch
abfcefles. 'Towards the end of the difcharge
clots of biood obftructed the orifices, and
they were fo numerous and large, and came

cut of the aperture with fo much difficulty,
that
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that I thought it better to clofe the wound,
even before the abfcefs was completely
emptied, than run the rifque of irritating
the fides of the wound by too much poking,
or of admitting air into the cavity of the ab-
fcefs. I therefore cleaned and clofed the
fides of the wound by fticking plafter, and
applied a roller round the limb. The wound
healed, and the patient’s health was in fome
degree improved. At firft the cavity of the
abfcefs filled rapidly, fo that the fafcia pro-
truded again. 'The protrufion, however, did
not increafe, and the difeafe {eemed ftation-
ary. After about three wecks the patient
was permitted to take exercife on account of
his health, and he generally flept in the
country, By thefe means, and with the
continuance of his medicines, his appetite
became good, and his bowels regular. He
then left off the farfaparilla, and took the
pil. hydrarg. only, when he obferved that
the feces were not of a proper colour. As
the patient’s health amended, the abicefs
decreafed, fo that in about fix months there
remained no evidence of {uch a difeafe having
exifted, After fome time, the patient went

into
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into the army, where fatigue and irregula-
rity of diet made him ill again, and he per-
ceived fome fluid in the ablicefs. He, there-
fore, relinquifhed this mode of life. On the
reftoration of his health, to which the ufe of
the fame medical means feemed to be contri-
butory, no veftiges of the abfcefs remained ;
and though many years have now elapfed,
no return of the local difeafe has taken place.

As chronic abfceffes n general form in
confequence of a difordered ftate of the
conftitution; and as it 1s {ubject to great
difturbance when they become open, fo
it 1s requifite to endeavour to 1mprove
the general ftate of health prior to that
event. By fuch means I have {een feveral
chronic abfceffes difperfed ; and even if our
endeavours have only the eifect of rendering
the abfcefs ftationary, whilft the patient’s
health is improving, it is productive of great
good, fince it enables the conftitution to en-
counter that diforder attendant on the ab-.
fcels becoming open. Such topical applica-
tions as will afterwards be mentioned, may

be employed at the fame time, with a view
to
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to render the abfcefs ftationary, or to diminith
it, by leflening the fecretion into the cavity,
and by promoting abforption from it. I may
alfo add, that I have feen {feveral abfcefies,
which continued to enlarge under fuch ma-
nagement in the firt inftance, difperfed by
Jt, after they had been once punctured.

The foregoing remarks and cafes are de-
figned to illuftrate the nature of chronic ab-
{cefles in general, and I now proceed to confi-
der the moft important {pecies of {uch a difeafe
that we meet with in practice, I mean the
lumbar abfcefs. Some lumbar abfceffes can
indeed {carcely be denominated chronic ; they
are formed with {fo muech pain, the pus
which they contain being good, and fo un-
hke what is generally found in the cyfts of
indolent abfcelles, that we muft fuppofe the
difeafe which pmdL ced it was of a different
nature. I have feen alfo inflammatory fever
induced when fuch an abfcefs has become
open, which was an additional proof of its
being of a phlegmonoid nature. Such oc-
currences-are 1ndeed very rare: but it very
commonly happens that the formation of

lumbar
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lumbar abfcefles 1s attended with more pain,
and other inflammatory fymptoms, than are
incident to chronic abfcefs in general.

Whatever the nature of a lumbar abfcefs
may be, the {urgical treatment of it muft be
-fimilar to that of a chronic abfcefs; for as
the matter prefents in a part of the body
which 1s fo remote from that where it was
originally formed, as ®ot to fympathize with
the difeafe; fo the progrefs of the abfcefs,
before breaking, will refemble that of a chronic
abfcefs. To ufe the language of Mr. Hun-
ter, a lumbar abfcefs, where it prefents, is
to be confidered as an abfcefs in the part, and
not as an abfcels of the part.

As lumbar abfceffes in general defcend
along the pfoas mufcle, under Poupart's
ligament, and prefent beneath the fafcia of
the thigh, the refiftance of the fafcia affords
an additional obftacle to the progrefs of the
matter to the furface, fo that fuch abfceffes,
if left to themfelves, often acquire an enor-
mous magnitude before they {pontaneoufly
open.

Lumbar
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Lumbar abfceffes alfo, in general are not
fimple difeafes ; they arife from and commu-
nicate with carious vertebrz; which cir-
cumftance is, I believe, the caufe of their
frequent fatality. The firft eight cafes that
I attended, after I had adopted a new mode
of opening them, were fimple abfceffes, and
not arifing from difeafe of the bone; which
led me to believe, that they were more fre-
quently unconnected with difeafed bone than
later experience has taught me, The general
opinion of furgeons, in which I entirely
concur, 1s, that lumbar abfcefles moft fre-
quently arife in confequence of difeafes of the
vertebre, and they fhould certainly all be
treated as 1f fuch was their origin.

Before I proceed to defcribe the particular
treatment which I would recommend in
chronic and lumbar abfcefies, 1t will be ufe-
ful to enquire into the caufe of that confti-
tutional diforder, which 1s fo generally con-
iequent to their becoming open. Ithasbeen
afcribed to the admiffion of air inta the
cavity of the abicefs, or to the abforption of
pus from it, That it is not owing to the

7 former
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former, we infer, becaufe air does not appear
to be ftimulating to thofe furfaces of the
animal body, to which it is not naturally
applied. The air which efcapes from a
wounded lung, and renders the cellular
fubftance emphyfematous, produces no in-
flammation of it. Air has alfo been blown
into different cavities of the body, to afcer-
tain 1its effets; and 1t has been abforbed
from them without having excited any in-
flammation. Neither does air appear to be
ftimulating to the expofed furfaces of ulcers
which are in a ftate of difeafe. Yet, though
air feems to have no ftimulating property to
fuch furfaces, and therefore cannot be afligned
as the caufe of that irritation and inflamma-
tion confequent to the opening of an abfcefs,
yet it is of the higheft importance in purfuing
the treatment which I have recommended in
thefe abiceffes, that no bubble of air fhould
be admitted into the cavity, becaufe it would
probably caufe the putrefaction of the fluid
contained in the abifcefs, the abforption of
which would be very deleterious. To fthew
the confequences that might arife from fuch

an occurrence, and to urge the neceffity of
8 all
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all that caution which I thall recommend in
opening lumbar abicefles, I relate the fol-
lowing cafe: '

CASE IIL

A furgeon difcharged a large quantity of
pus, containing flakes, from a lumbar abfcefs,
which prefented itfelf beneath the fafcia of
the thigh. The matter was difcharged through
a wound made by an abfcefs lancet, and in
holding open the orifice with probes, in
order to give difcharge to fome coagula, a
bubble or two of air was admitted into the
cavity of the abfcefs. His affiftant per-
ceived this occurrence, and mentioned it to me
piior to the coming on of thofe fymptoms
which afterwards took place. When the
abfcefs was emptied, the wound was clofed
with fticking plafter, and bound down by
many ftraps oi plafter placed over it. On
the third day the patient was attacked by fo
violent a putrid fever, that it could be com-
pared to no othet, unlefs to fuch as is occa-
fioned by the plague. The fafcia of the thigh
was elevated as much as it had been before
the operation; the fkin was very hot, and of

VOL. IV. L a dufky
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a dufky colour. On removing the firaps
and coverings from off the wounded part, a
large blaft of feetid air burft from the aper-
ture, which was followed by the difcharge
of a confiderable quantity of a very offenfive
and bloody fluid. The patient lived but
twenty hours; and, on examining his body
afterwards, a confiderable quantity of bloody
fluid was found effufed into all the large
cavities,

If the notions which have been delivered
refpecting abfcefles be correét, I mean, that
there 1s continual fecretion, and continual
abforption from the cyft, as from a mem-
~ branous {urface, or from that of an ulcer,
then it would follow, that the ablorption of
pus cannot be productive of fever. Though
abforption of pus 1s continually taking place,
yet no fever occurs before the opening of an
abfcefs, neither does it come on where ab-
{cefles are difperfed, and where fuch abforp-
tion muft indifputably have happened. It
is true, in thefe cafes, the pus is generally
inofienfive in its qualities ; it might be con-
tended, that though it be admitted into the

circula-
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circulation with impunity, yet fome of the
feetid matter ufually difcharged from the fur-
faces of open abfcefles, being abforbed from
them, might prove the caufe of the fever.
We do not however find {uch fever pro-
duced by the abforption of feetid matter from
the furfaces of large ulcers. We frequently
apply the term putrid to fubftances merely
feetid, as well as to thofe in a ftate of chemi-
cal putrefaction ; and from this inaccuracy of
language, I {ufpect the equal inaccuracy
of opinion has arifen, which has led to
the belief of deleterious confequences fuc-
ceeding to the abforption of matter. I
need not difcufs thefe fubjects further, be-
caufe the enquiry into the true caufe of the
fever will furnifh arguments to refute falfe
notions.

An attentive examination of the fubject
will, I believe, convince us, that the fever
depends upon the ftate of irritation and in-
flammation which takes place in the cyft of
the abfcefs. Firft, becaufe its violence cor-
refponds with the degree of local inflamma-
tion. Thus, in the old method of opening

L2 chroni¢
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chronie abfcefies by an incifion of confiderable
length, the fever was much more violent
than when the abfceflfes were {fuffered to
break of themfelves, or when they are merely
punctured. Secondly, becaufe the kind and
degree of fever accords with the ftate of in-
flammation and irritation exifting in the
cyft of the abfcefs. Thirdly, When a lum-~
bar abfcefs opens {pontaneouily, in a man-
ner productive of the leait pofiible irritation
to the cyft, the patient fometimes remains
for many days without heat or pain in
the part, and without fever. Afterwards,
when the cyft has become irritated and in-
flamed, and the conftitution difturbed by a
peculiar kind of fever, the fymptoms may,
and generally do fubfide, and the patient
merely feels languid, and {lightly hectical.
If local irritation 1s agamn excited, again the
concomitant fever takes place, The cafes
which I thall afterwards relate will, I think,
prove thele affertions, and they have induced
me to believe, that the difturbance of the
conftitution ‘at large depends upon, and ac-
cords with the local difeafe, Such opinions
lead to this practical conclufion; that if we

wifh
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wifh to prevent or mitigate the fever, which
exhaufts the patient’s powers, we fhould do
every thing to prevent and allay the local

diforder, which is likely to arife in the
abfcefs.

There feems nothing myfterious or diffi-
cult to account for, in the effetts refulting -
from an abfcefs becoming open. If any of
the natural cavities of the body were in the
{fame ftate, inflammation would enfue, and
would produce a fever correfponding fo it in
its nature and degree. From the weak and
peculiar ftate of conftitution, fubject to
chronic abfcefs, both the local inflammation
and the concomitant fever are in general of
a peculiar kind : the local inflammation par-
takes of what would, in general, be deno-
minated an eryfipelatous nature, and the
fever of a violent and rapid hectic. I have
however known the opening of a lumbar
abfcefs productive of inflammation of a
phlegmonoid character in the cyft, and then
the conititutional affection was likewife what
we term.inflammatory fever,

L3 - Having
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Having thus endeavoured to inveftigate
the caufe of the evils refulting from a chronic
abfcefs becoming open, I may further add,
that if the opinions which I have formed of
them be corre, the danger muft greatly
depend upon the dimenfions of the abicefs.
A chronic abfcefs, beneath the fafcia of the
thigh, may be opened, when 1t contains four
ounces of pus; and if the furface becomes
irritated and inflamed, it may induce a de-
gree of conftitutional difturbance and fever ;
yet fuch an abfcefs neglected, may increafe
till it holds four quarts*; and then, if it
becomes open, and has the fame degree of
local difsafe, and it were granted that it
thould only act upon the conftitution in the
fame proportion, it muft produce more than
thirty times the degree of fever. If alfo we
are to afcribe the weaknefs confequent to the
opening of chronic abiceflfes in any degree
to the drain of fluids which takes place from
them, it will be in the fame proportion

* T have difcharged four ale-houfe quarts full of mat-
ter from beneath the fafcia of the thigh.

greater
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greater in the latter than in the former’cafe.
It feems however probable, that it is the
violent altions which exhauft the patient’s

rength, and not the lofs of fluids; for in
dropfies of the ovary a much greater lofs of
more nutritive fluids 1s not attended with
weaknefs in any material degree.

After this difcuffion of the nature and
caufe of theill confequences refulting from
the opening of chronic abfcefles, we may
proceed to eftablifh rules for their treatment.
The firft objedt, I think, i1s to difperfe, if
poflible, lumbar abfcefles, becaufe it is moft
probable that the matter is in contatt with
difeafed bones; and that the inflammation
confequent to the abicefs becoming open,
will be communicated to thofe parts.

With this view, an iflue fhould be made
in the loins, which 1s likely to be beneficial
by its counter 1irritation, even when the ab-
{fcefs 1s not connected with difeafed bone;
but when it 1s, then an iffue will be ftill
more ferviceable and neceflary. The patient
alfo fhould be kept in bed till all inflamma-

L .4 fory
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tory tendency, which will be indicated by
the increafe of the abicefs, has ceafed. Then
exercife in the open air may be permitted,
on account of its beneficial operation on the
- conftitution of the patient*. It thould in-
deed be our unremitting object throughout
to invigorate and tranquillize the confhitu-
tion ; and the means which I thould employ
for this purpofe, are thofe which tend to pre-
ferve the digeftive organs in, or reftore them to
a ftate of health. If the abfcefs becomes open
notwithftanding all our endeavours to the
contrary, thefe meafures will enable the
conftitution to bear up againft the difeafe;
and as fuch local difeafes are the confequence
of a weakened and difordered ftate of body,
they may, by relieving the caufe, remove at
the fame time the effets, as has been thewn
in the fecond cafe.

That lumbar abfceflfes may be difperfed by
thefe meafures, will be proved by the cafes
which I fhall afterwards relate: that we fhall

* Probably it would be beft to exercife with crutches,
ac the lumbar mufcles on the affected fide would then be
exempt from action.

often
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often fail in our endeavours to difperfe them,
1s indeed highly probable in reafon, and
equally proved by occurrences in practice.

Let us then fuppofe, that a lumbar ab-
{cefs treated in this manner continues to in-
creafe, that it protrudes the integuments,
that they, from diffention, become irritated ;
that their temperature 1s {lightly augmented ;
what are we then to do? Are we to wait till
evident figns of inflammation appear? I
think not. I would then relieve them
from diftention, by emptying the abfcefs
through a wound made by an abfcefs lancet.
I would open the abfcefs for a reafon which
appears paradoxical on its firft propofal,
which 1s, that it may be kept clofed. We
can empty a cavity, and by healing the
wound, keep it afterwards thut, and no in-
flammation” enfues. If mature opens the
cavity by ulceration, the opening 1s perma-
nent, and the inflammation confequent muft
be endured. When I firft treated abicefles
in this manner, I punctured them with a
trochar. I now ufe an abfcefs lancet, which
1s introduced with very little obliquity, fo far

- that
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that the wound of the cyft of the abfcefs
fhould be half an inch in length, and that
of the integuments of couife a little longer.
A wound of that fize 1s generally {ufficient
to give dilcharge to the folid flakes which
will occafionally block up the opening,
without much poking. It is neceffary that
the flow of matter fhould be uninterrupted, {fo
thatno air fhould gain admittance; it is there-
fore right to make preffure on the abicefs in
proportion as it is emptied. The abfcefs
where it prefents itfelf is empticd before that
part of it in the loins 1s completely fo. The
furgeon fhould then prefs the f{ides of the
wound together with his finger and thumb,
{o as to prevent the ingrefs of air, and defire
the patient to cough repeatedly, which will
impel the ‘matter from the internal part of
the abfcefs into that which is punctured.
When the abfcefs 1s emptied as much as
poflible, the wound fhould be attentively
wiped, and the edges placed in exact contact,
and retained in that ftate by ftrips of plafter.
I interpofe fome lint between the plafter and
the furface of the wound, clofing it exactly
as that made 1n venzfeftion. I think it ufe-

14 ful
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ful to put a {mall comprefs over the part
where the orifice 1s, and give it a {light degree
of preffure by longer ftrips of plafter. It is
of great confequence that the patient lie per-
fectly ftill, and that the plafters are not
moved. I think it better not to puton a
bandage, becaufe then the patient may per-
ceive whether the plafters are right or wrong.
I drefs the wound every fecond day. It
generally unites by adhefion, though fome!
times otherwife, for it may difcharge a little, .
and yet unite firmly. An abfcefs, thus
treated, 1s as free from inflammation as it
was before it was punétured. The abfcefs
will, however, fill again, and that {fometimes
even rapidly. In the firft cafes which I at-
tended, I punétured it pretty regularly
after the expiration of a fortnight, and I
found in general, that the abfcefs contained
about one-third lefs of flmd. I have, indeed,
been obliged to puncture the abfcefs at firfk
before the end of the fortmight, -becaufe it
had become diftended, and I was fearful
that the diftention might caufe the newly
healed wound to inflame, or unclofe itfelf.
After having difcharged the contents of

the
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the abfcefs three or four times, I found that
it was not neceflary, nor indeed eafily prac-
ticable to puncture it at the end of the fort-
night, becaufe it was fo little filled and pro-
minent. Since my attention has been more
directed to the difverfion of abfcefles, I have
generally been able, by fuch means as tend to
leflen the altions, and confequent fecretion
of the cyft of the abfcefs, and allo"to pro-
mote abforption, to protract confiderably the
the intervals of time at which it has {eemed
neceflary to puncture the abfcefs, left it fhould
become diftended. WNay, I have been able,
to difperfe many lumbar ablcefles after hav-
ing punctured them twice or thrice, though
I was incapable of preventing their increafe
prior to thefe meafures.

The difperfion of lumbar abiceffes is the
grand object which a furgeon fhould have in
view throughout the treatment of them., He
fhould endeavour to difperfe them, but by
means which are, at the fame time, calcu-
lated to increafe the patient’s ftrength. If,
however, the abicefs increafes, and he is
obliged to open it, in order to prevent its

becoming
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becoming open {pontaneoufly, he fhould
ftill purfue the fame meafures; for the
neceflity of his puncturing it again is
thereby diminithed, and he gains time,
which he employs in endeavouring to in-
vigorate the conftitution, and diminifh the
difeafe of the bone, upon which perhaps the
4bfcefs depends. Suppofe, however, he is
unable to effeCt his chief defign, that of
difperfing the ablcefs; fuppofe after having
punctured it five or fix times, at long inter-
vals, one of the punctures inflames and ulce-
rates; 1t muft, I think, be evident, that
great good has been effected by the meafures
that have been purfued. After a lumbar ab-
fcefs has been punttured, the fluids fecreted
into 1t, will flow 1nto that part where there
is the leaft refiftance, which is the part
that has been punétured. The preflure
of refpiration will urge them from the
original cavity into the now vacant fpace,
where the ab{cefs had prefented itfelf. The
original cavity being a long time thus kept
empty, will contraét into a fmall fiftulous
tube,

Thofe
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Thofe who are advocates for letting lum-
bar abfcefles open themfelves by ulceration,
becaufe 1t imparts lefs irritation to the cyft
than a wound occafions, have in this cafe
their withes gratified ; a much reduced lum-
bar abfcefs does, when treated in this man-
nor, open by ulceration. If there be any
truth in the reafoning which I have employed,
thewing that the conftitutional diforder will
be in proportion to the extent of the {urface
affected with difeafe, that furface is now
comparatively fmall. :

It muft however be granted, that under
thefe favourable circumitances, when the
abicefs leads to carious bones, the difeafe is
generally, though not conftantly, fatal. In-
{tances have been known of pieces of moul-
dered vertebree making their way through
the fiftulous remains of the abfcefs, and
obtaining an external outlet; and yet the
patient has recovered. As we cannot
know whether the bone be difeafed or not,
and as thefe abfcefles {o generally arife from
that caufe, we fhould always alt with a

saution fuggefted by the opinion that they
de
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do fo. @ When the abfcefs has become
open by the ulceration of one of the punc-
tures, which the furgeon has made in order
to reduce its dimenfions, or fo to alter its
ftate as to increafe his chance of difperfing it,
the patient muft encounter the rifque at-
tendant on the difeafe ; but the furgeon has
ftill much to do. The ulcerated part thould
be dreffed with mild {alve; evaporating wafhes,
or poultices, thould be applied over it; in
fhort, every means fhould be employed to
prevent the cyft inflaming, in confequence
of irritation imparted to it from the ulce~
rated puncture. Perfect quietude feems to
be eflential at this period of the cafe, for mo-
tion of the loins will induce or aggravate in-
flammation in the originally difeafed parts.
Sometimes a confiderable time elapfes before
the cyft inflames, and when it does, opium
fhould be given to quiet i1t. Sometimes the
irritation and inflammation of the cyft fub-
fides, and the abfcefs becoming indolent
the conftitution 13 no longer difturbed, and
the patient may be permitted to exercife for
the benefit of his general health.

Before
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Before I proceed to the relation of the
cafes, from which the preceding views of
the nature and treatment of lumbar abfcefles
were taken, I think it right to relate the
cafe which firft fuggefted to me that mode
of opening thefe abfcefles which I recom-
mend ; becaufe, it thews that an abfcefs of
this kind, attended with even very favourable
circumitances, may a prove fatal difeafe if
mifmanaged.

CASE 1IV.

A young man, about twenty-feven years
of age, of a mufcular form, and healthy
conftitution, came from the country to the
hofpital, to obtain relief from a collection of
matter which prefented itfelf in the upper and
fore-part of the thigh, beneath the fafcia,
and immediately below Poupart’s ligament,
The pain which he had previoufly fuffered in
his loins, and the impulfe of matter into the
tumour upon his coughing, left little doubt of
the original feat of the difeafe. The~fafcia
of the thigh had yielded confiderably to the
collected pus, fo that it did not defcend fo low
as is common, but appeared very promi-

o nent.
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nent. Although he had endured confiderable
pain, he had not fuffered much from fever
on the firft formation of the abfcels.

A cauftic was applied on the tumour to
give difcharge to the matter, and three days
afterwards the efchar was divided. — Eight
ounces of very perfeCtly formed, moderately
confiftent, and inodorous pus iffued from the
incifion. — The fides of the efchar now clofed
up the wound and prevented any further eva-
cuation of matter. This the furgeon did not
attempt to produce, thinking the delay would
be ufeful.

For three days no more fluid wasevacuated,
during which time the young man remained
perfectly well, and his thigh free from infla-
mation. — On the fourth day the eifchar be-
came fo 'much loofened in its circumference
‘that part of it gave way, and eight ounces
more of fimilar and perfectly inodorous pus
were difcharged. In twelve hours after this
detachment of the efchar, he fuffered much
from fever and pain in the part, and the dif-
charge became putrid. In two days the fever,

VOL. 1V. M which
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which was of the hectic kind, feemed to be
eftablithed, and from the fore there flowed
a copious and increafing quantity of feetid
pus. His fkin was now hot, his face fiuthed,
he fweated profufely in the night, his appetite
failed him, his pulfe beat 1zo in a minute,
his tongue was but little altered from its natu-
ral appearance, he had no fleep, and was dif-
treflingly reftlefs, — Thefe {ymptoms con-
tinued about a week without ceffation ; they
then appeared {lightly to remit, and proceeded
for three weeks in the {ame manner, with
fome little diminution in their feverity; his
ftrength was now greatly exhaufted, the dif-
charge from the abfcefs very profufe, and in
this ftate it was thought right to have him
conveyed into the country, where I am 1in-
formed he gradually declined, and in about
fix weeks more he died.

Cases of Lumbar Abfceffes difperfed without
being opened.
CASE V.

I was defired to vifit a young lady in the

country, in order to open a lumbar abfcefs,
which
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which prefented beneath the fafcia of the
thigh. It was not, however, {ufficiently pro-
minent to admit of the introdultion of a
lancet with fafety, but there was a very
forcible impulfe of matter into it when the
patient coughed. The patient was about
fourteen years of age; her lumbar vertebrae
were bent into more than a femicircle, and
it i1s certain that a great number of the
bodies of the vertebrz were deftroyed by
difeafe. 'The countenance was fiufhed, the
pulfe 120; the body emaciated, and the
appetite loft. In fhort, it appeared to me,
and the other medical attendants, that fhe
was not likely to live. I explained to her
father, that the opening of the abfcefs would
be almoft certain to deftroy her; that if a
neceflity arofe from 1ts increafe, it might be
pun&tured at a future period, only in order
to prevent its being permanently open. 1
endeavoured to explain to him the neceflity
of attempting to relieve the difeafe on
~ which the abfcefs depended. With -this
view I recommended reft, and a horizontal
pofition, except when exercife in a carriage
was permitted for the benefit of her general

M 2 health,
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health. A moderate-fized blifter was alfo
directed to be kept open, by means of the
favine cerate on each fide of the {pine. Great
attention was alfo paid to improve her
heaith, by obviating errors in the funétions
of the digeftive organs. The patient lived
at a confiderable diftance from London, and
I received during about fifteen months, fre-
quent letters from her father, containing
little elfe than expreflions of exultation and
thanks. His daughter’s appetite was im-
proved, and her ftrength increafed; the
heétic fever had left her; the abicefs could
no longer be perceived ; fhe had become
quite fat and robuft, and had grown two
inches in ftature within the twelve months.
After this time, the tone of his letters varied.
He thought the difcharge from the blifters
might produce weaknefs ; and, I believe,
they were not continued for any confiderable
time, though I urged it as ftrongly as I
could. The young lady, however, recovered,
and had no return of the abfcefs.

CASE
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CASE VI

A man between thirty and forty years of
age, came from the country to St. Bartho-
lomew’s Hofpital, on account of a lumbar
abfcefs, which had made its way outwards,
and protruded the integuments of the back,
on the left fide of the lumbar vertebrz. The
fkin was very prominent, and the circum-
ference of the abfcefs confiderable. 1 think
I do not exaggerate, when I fay, that twelve
ounces of pus were collected in the external
abfcefs. The patient was fecble, and of a
fickly afpect, and I thought that the bone
was difeafed. Idefired him to remain in bed,
and to keep open a moderate-fized blifter on
the left fide of the loins; endeavouring, at
the fame time, to produce, by means of me-
dicines, an amendment i his general health.
In about two months there was no appear-
ance of any external abfcefs. The patient
was now defired to get up daily, and walk
in the open air, but to lie on the bed when
he returned. © He remained in the Hofpital
purfuing thefe meafures for two months
' M3 longer ;
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longer; and though there was not the leaft
appearance of the abfcefs during this period,
I could not perceive much amendment in
his general health or appearance. Indeed,
as no good feemed to be done by his refidence
in the hofpital, I advifed him to return into
the country, requefting him, at the fame
time, to inform me of the progrefs of his
complaint or recovery; but I never after-
wards heard of him.

I was induced to put down this brief ac-
count of the preceding cafe at the time, from
the furprize which it excited in my mind, as
I had expetted it to proceed ina very differ-
ent manner. Later experience would pre-
vent me from feeling {urprize at {uch occur-
rences, for I have feen feveral lumbar ab-
fcefles difperfed by fimilar meafures; I mean,
counter irritation, and endeavours to im-
prove the patient’s health. Though I could
relate the circumftances from memory, and
even refer to fome of the fubjects of them,
yet the narrative would be little more than a
repetition of the fact, and 1t might tend to

’ induce
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induce ftudents to expett fuch occurrences
to be frequent; whilft, on the contrary, I
- am ready to admit, that they probably will
be rarely met with in general practice.

Cases of Lumbar Abfceffes that have been
difperfed after their Contents have been
difcharged.

CASE VIL
Harris, thirty-five years of age, had
a confiderable collection of matter beneath
the integuments of the abdomen, forming a
moderatcly prominent tumour, about three
inches in diameter, and fituated juft above
Poupart’s ligament. The patient had fuf-
fered a great deal from pain in his loins ; and
the motion of the thigh had been much im-
peded, but was now tolerably free. Indeed
there was no doubt that the matter had been
originally formed in the loins; from whence
it was violently impelled, {o as to elevate the
prominent integuments of the abdomen,

whenever he coughed. — By permiffion of
M 4 Mr.
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Mr. Long, under whofe eare he was admutted
mto the hofpital, I punctured the tumour,
and difcharged about 24 ounces of pus,
mixed with fome flakes of a curd-like fub-
{tance. The wound healed readily, and no
confiderable alteration of his health enfued,
though he found himfelf weaker for fome
days after the operation. — At the end of a
fortnight, I made a fecond puncture, and
let out between fix and feven ounces of a
turbid fluild. He now thought himfelf fo
much better than after the firft evacuation,
that he went out of the hofpital; but re-
turned again at the expiration of a fortnight,
when, by a third puncture, fix ounces of
purulent matter were difcharged ; and, after
another week, four ounces more were let
out. A cauftic was now applied to his
loins, and four or five peas ufed to keep the
ulcer open; from which time no matter
could be difcovered in the abfcefs during
the fix weeks that he remained in the
hofpital, ;

About eighteen months after this, he was
- admitted into the hofpital on account of a
fever
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fever and fore throat ; and itappeared he had
never experienced any farther complaint in
his loins.

This cafe, I think, is very interefting, in-
‘almuch as it contributes to prove that the
cavity of a lumbar abicefs may be entirely
obliterated without the cyft undergoing any
of thofe changes which generally take place
when it 1s laid open.

CASE VIIL

Elizabeth Smyth, aged twenty-feven, had

a lumbar abfcefs, which prefented beneath
the fafcia of the thigh. The previous fymp-
toms rendered the nature of the complaint
indifputable ; and as fhe not only fhewed
evident marks of a fcrofulous habit, but alfo
felt confiderable inability in moving the
{pine, there was great reafon to fufpect that
the abfcefs originated from a difeafe in the
bone. She was likewife troubled with cough,
and drew in very little air when fhe infpired.
14 Her
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Her appetite, too, was often deficient, and
her bowels frequently difordered. Itmay allo
be added, that her brother, who greatly re-
fembled her, was at this time a patient in
the hofpital, under Mr. Long, on account
of a ferofulous difeafe of the fpine, which
had occafioned an affetion of* the medulla
fpinalis, 'When all thefe circum{tances were
taken into account, fhe certainly appeared a
fubject by no means capable of fuftaining
the irritation and diforder which the burfting
of a lumbar abfcef{s might be expected to pro-
duce. I therefore punctured the abicefs im-
mediately, and difcharged from it twenty
ounces of flaky matter: and having healed
the wound, I gave her emetics of vitriolated
zinc and copper, and afterwards of ipeca-
cuanha, twice or three times a week, for fix
weeks. At the end of this time, there was
fo little matter in the abfcefs, that I thought
it too fmall to be punctured with fafety;
and as her health was too mfirm to admit of
the emetics being continued, I tried to pro-
duce abforption of the remaining matter, by

pafling the eleCtric fluid through the abicefs.
10 : Very
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Very {mall electric thocks * were accordingly
fent from different parts by the fide of the
lumbar vertebrz, down to the groin, and
upper part of the affected thigh; and, under
this treatment, the contents of the abicefs
foon difappeared; nor did any further col-
le€tion of matter take place during the time
of her remaining in the houfe, which was
nearly two months, The eleétriaty alfo
brought on the menitrual difcharge, which
for a long time had been very irregular; and
her general health was greatly improved be-
fore fhe left the hofpital -

* Thefe fmall thocks, which, for the fake of diftinc-
tion, I fhall call ele@ric vibrations (a term, I believe,
generally applied to them), were made by difcharging a
fmall jar, the coated furface of which did not exceed
fourteen {quare inches: and by placing the ball of the
eleCtrometer at a {mall diftance from the conductor, ge-
nerally about a quarter of an inch. One of the difcharging
rods was then moved about on the upper part of the
thigh, and the other on the loins, fo that the eleftric
fluid might pafs through the abfcefs.

+ T have lately heard, that the abfcefs has not appeared
again, though a year has fince elapfed ; but the pain in
her loins, has (as might have been expetted) recurred.

CASE
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CASE IX.

Elizabeth Hart, about thirty years of age,
had fuffered greatly from pain in her loins,
for ten months. During that time, matter
had been formed, and made its way down
beneath Poupart’s ligament, mn fuch quan-
tity as confiderably to diftend the fafcia of
the thigh. She was much reduced in ftrength,
and in the appearance of health, by this
complaint; butas her conftitution was good,
and fhe could move the fpine with facility,
there was no reafon to fufpect any difeafe of

the bone.

- I punctured the abfcefs, and difcharged two
quarts of very healthy pus: and occafionally,
after theorifice had clofed, I ordered heremetics.
She could not continue them regulariy, how-
ever; as,during theirufe, her bowels became dif-
ordered, and fhe loft her appetite and ftrength.
The accumulation of matter was, notwith-
{tanding, evidently delayed by them; for
when, at the end of three weeks, I next
punctured the abfcefs, only one quart of
ferous fluid was evacuated. After the fpace

of
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of a month had elapfed, another quart was
difcharged. During this time {he had taken
emetics occafionally; but her health was far
from good, and the pain in her loins wae
ftill confiderable. — I had now witnefled the
beneficial effeéts of eletricity in the cafe of
the laft patien}, and refolved upon trying it
here. It was accordingly employed three
times a week, for three weeks. At firfy, a
{mall collection of fluid in the abfcefs was
perceptible ; but this was gradually abforbed ;
and by the end of the third week, there was no
longer any pain in her loins, her health was
greatly improved, and fhe was able to walk
about, without the leaft appearance of her
former complaint. She was therefore dif-
charged from .the houfe ; but came once a
week, for fome time, to be eleClrified *,

The two laft cafes point out to notice a
remedy that is likely to be of much advan-
tage in the future treatment of lumbar ab-
fceflfes. My experienceofit, however, has not yet

~ * This patient remains at prefent in perfect health ; nor
is there any reafon to expeét a relapfe.

enabled
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enabled me to determine how far it may be
generally beneficial. In onc inftance where I
employed it after the abfcefs had been once
gunctured, it kept the matter from colleéting
for a long time; but -the patient growing
tired of the confinement, and apprehenfive
left the lancet fhould be again employed, left
the hofpital without my knowledge. — Of
another, and fomewhat analogous difeafe,
in which it was tried, though not with com-
plete fuccefs, I fthall here relate the parti-
culars; firft remarking, that ail the obfer-
vations which I have made on eleftricity
applied to difeafed parts, lead me to conclude,
that it alts as a ftimulus, which has the
peculiar effeCt of accelerating that procefs
which happens to be going on at the time.—
Thus, in fome ftates of inflammation, it
haftens fuppuration, whilft in others it
promotes difperfion. We fhould therefore
always endeavour, previous to the ufe of
this remedy, to bring the tumour or abfcefs
into that ftate in which its progrefs is ftopped,
and in which, perhaps, it i1s rather inclined

to recede; and by this rule I have been
guided
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guided in the application of this remedy to
lumbar abfcefles.

I have alfo been attentive to proportion the
number and f{trength of the vibrations to the
effect which they appeared to produce on
the abfcefs: their operation feemed to be
moft beneficial when they occafioned a kind
of irritation or {light uneafine(s in the part
for a fhort time after their application. But if
this fenfation amounted to pain, or if it was
of too long continuance, I then fuppofe that
the ftimulus had been employed 1n too great
a degree.

CASE X.

Ifrael Brooks, aged twenty-five, about two
years ago, was firft feized with violent pain
in his loins, which prevented him from
either riding or walking for fome time.
About three months afterwards, he had the
rheumatifm in the joint of one of his fingers,
which fhifted to his wrift, where it pro-
duced a thickening and difeafe of that part;
and at prefent, all the carpal bones are evi-
dently difeafed, and difplaced. This difeafe

alfo

L
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alfo attacked his left knee, where it occa-
fioned an enlargement of the joint, which ftill
continues. Two months after this, he dif=
covered a fwelling beneath the gluteeus mufcle,
which has gradually increafed; and fince
that time the pain in his loins has become
much lefs fevere, but a f{enfation of great
weaknefs remains. This abfcefs was thewn
to me at the hofpital, as an inftance of a
remarkably large one; and there was no
doubt but that i1t contained between two and
three quarts of matter, - There was alfo a
prominence of "the fafcia on the front of the
thigh below Peoupart’s ligament, accom-
panied with evident fluctuation. The feveral
gentlemen, who examined this latter tumour,
thought they could perceive an impulfe given
to it from within, whenever the patient
coughed ; whence it was fuppofed to have its
rife from a lumbar abfcefs: but whether the
abfcefs under the gluteus muicle communi-
cated with the loins or not, we were unable
to determine, as no fuch impulfe could be

felt 1n it.

I gave the patient emetics of vitriolated
zinc and copper; and kept up an eruption
Sl of
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of pimples on the fkin covering the abfcefs,
by rubbing it with a ftrong folution of tar-
tarifed antimony. Gentle electric vibrations
were alfo daily paffed from the loins through
the front of the thigh, and alfo through the
glutzal abfcefs. By this treatment, con-
tinued for two months, the tumour was
very much reduced in fize; that is, as far
as could be judged of by the eye; for its
fituation prevr.-':ntecl any accurate mealurement
of it. In {pite of cur endeavours, however,
the patient’s health had declined fince his
admiffion into the hofpital ; and in propora=
tion as he loft ftrength, his other local com-
plaints became worfe. — As it was now fum-
mer-time, and he had an opportunity of
going to the fea, which had formerly been
of fervice to him, I punctured the glutzal
abicefs withcut lofs of time, let out three
pints of healthy pus, and then healed the
opening. His weaknefs increafed confider-
ably after this difcharge, and all his other
complaints were much aggravated. The
eletricity was ftill perfevered in ; and at the
end of three weeks, the quantity of matter
in the abfcefs was very fmall; I cannot {up-

YOL. IV, | N pofe
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pofe it was more than eight ounces. — I very
much wifthed to have had an opportunity of
making frefh punctures in this cafe ; but the
ftate of the patient’s health obliged me,
however reluctantly, to difcharge him from
the hofpital.

I have always found that abfceffes, evacu-
ated mn this menner, filled again to one half
or two thirds of their original quantity in
the fpace of a fortnight: {o that here alfo,
the beneficial effets of eletricity are, in my
opinion, fufficiently manifeft.

Of late years I have not, however, em-
ployed the meafures purfued in the cafes
above recorded, but trufted altogether to
fuch as feemed calculated to improve the
health, by tranquillizing and invigorating
the digeftive organs. The refult of fuch
management has been, that, in general, the .
abfcefs has difappeared for a confiderable
time, after it has been two or three times
punctured. After the lapfe of fome time,
however, one of the punttures made for
the difcharge of the matter has unclofed,

erther
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either with or without fome trivial colletion
of flmd previoufly being formed in the
cavity ; and, I regret to add, that of late,
in [general, the difeafe thus circumftanced,
has terminated fatally. Yet, I think, 1t will
be admitted, that abfcefles which open in
this manner; open in a manner producing
the leaft poffible irritation to the conftitu-
tion ; and that the previous treatment, which
they havé undergone, has materially tended
to diminifh the ritk commonly attendant
on fuch difeafes. I conclude then by relat-
ing one cafe of lumbar abfcefs, treated in the
manner which feems to me beft, which ter-
minated fatally, as an example of what, I
fear, will be the frequent termination of
fuch cafes. I will add, -however; feveral
cafes, to fhew, that lumbar abfcefles, when
open, are not neceflarily deftructive dif-
eafes, and to fuggeft the treatment which
ought to be purfued under fuch adverfe cir-
cumftances.
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Of Lumbar Abfceffes becoming permanently
open.

CASE XL

James White, aged twenty-five years, came
from Effex to be admitted into St. Bartholo-
mew’s Hofpital, onaccount of a lumbar ab-
fcefs. He had fuffered much from pain of his
loins for twelve months; and for fome time
paft had experienced a difficulty in lifting up
his right thigh. There was a curvature in the
dorfal vertebrz ; but that, he informed me,
was an old complaint. Yet, from the ge-
neral appearance of the man, from the dif-
ficulty he had in moving the upper part of
the trunk upon the lumbar vertebrz, and
from the caution with which he attempted
this motion, I could not but fufpett a dif-
cafe of the fpine. Ifflues were therefore
made in the loins; and on the 25th of
June, Ilet out two quarts of purulent fluid
from beneath the fafcia of the thigh. He had
lefs pain in his back after the operation : and
though he was teafed with a cough, his
ftrength did not fuffer any diminution.— On

July
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July 7th, I difcharged from the abfcefs four-
teen ounces more, of a turbid brownifh fluid.
On the 17th, though the tumour in the thigh
was inconfiderable, yet the part firft punc-
tured was elevated and inflamed. It feemed
that the puncture in the integuments had
healed, while that in the fafcia had not
united firmly, but had fuffered the matter to
pafs through it, fo as toelevate the fkin. To
remedy this, which threatened to lay open
the cavity of the abfcefs, I was obliged to
puncture it in another place; and eight
ounces of fluid were difcharged. The patient
was now in much better health than he had
been for more than a year, and was able to
lift up his thigh without pain. I therefore
{et him to exercife the muicles in the neigh-
bourhood of the difeafe, thinking that if the
exertion did not produce irritation, it might
anfwer a good purpofe. With this view, he
ftood upen the leg of the found fide, and
alternately lifted up and let fall the other,
until he was fomewhat fatigued. By fre-
quent repetition of this exercife, the muf-
cles of the difeafed fide acquired confiderable
firength; and in a little time he felt him-

N 3 felf
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felf (to ufe his own expreffion) ‘ able to go
¢ to plough.”

The fafcia of the thigh was punétured every
fortnicht for fome time, and afterwards
every three weeks. When he had been nearly
three months in the hofpital, he became
tired of the confinement, and, feeling him{felf
ftrong, was very folicitous to have the abfcels
opened, and fuffered to difcharge itfelf. The
difeafe of the {pine made me unwilling to
comply with his defire ; and I fent him into
the country for three weeks, that he might
afcertain, by the journey, whether he was as
ftrong as he fuppofed ; thinking that if he
bore it without fatigue, it might be of fer-
vice to him. At the fame time, I gave him
{trict injunctions not to exert himfelf if
his loins or thigh became painful ; and, in
that cafe, to return again by the firft con-
veyance. It was five weeks, however, be-
fore he came back; when I found that the
abfcefs had inflamed, and burft, about twenty
days after he left town; in confequence of
which he became {o ill, that he could not
bear removal. He was now in a moft

wretched



ON LUMBAR ABSCESSES. id3

wretched condition, being fcarcely able to
turn in bed, from the weak and painful fiate
of his loins; his pulfe was rapid, and his
{kin hot, and he had occafionally fits of chilli-
nefs fucceeded by {weating. He became con-
fiderably better, however, and continued fo
for fome time, in confequence of the atten-
tion paid to him in the hofpital ; but his
health again declined ; and after feveral re-
lapfes, with intervals of temporary amend-
ment, he at laft funk, and died at the end of
three months from his re-admiffion.

On opening the body after death, I found
that the abfcefs extended upwards to {fome
difeafed vertebre. The difeafed bone, how-
ever, did not immediately come into view on
lifting up the peritonzum ; for the tendinous
expanfion, which covers the bodies of the
vertebree, was ftill entire, and formed a kind
of cyft diftended with matter. When this
was opened, it was found to contain pus,
together with the fragments of three of the
bodies of the lumbar vertebre ; there being
ten or twelve detached pieces of bone lying
upon the medulla {pinalis, and furrounded
with matter. 'This was evidently a peculiar

N 4 difeafe
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difeafe of the {pine, which neither cauftics
nor any other remedy could alter. It greatly
refembled that difeafed ftate which fometimes
occurs in the carpus and tarfus, in which
the {mall bones compofing thefe parts are
broken down, and lie confined in a ligamen-
tous capfule, furrounded with matter. If
the dead portions of the vertebre had not
been thus confined, they might have had
fome chance of removal ; but under the cir-
cumftances already noticed, it is moft pro-
bable that they would remain, and act as
extrancous bodies, exciting irritation, and
increafing the difeafe.

CASE XIIL
Suly 1790. John Tucker was admitted
into St. Bartholomew’s Hofpital en account
of a Pfoas Abfcefs. His health had been de-
clining for more than three years. He had
for a confiderable time been an out-patient
under the care of Dr. Auftin, who had un-
availingly endeavoured to prevent the forma-
tion of this abfcefs by iffues made in his back,
and by theadminiftration of various medicines.
He had fuffered greatly from pam in his Ic:m;
an
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and fever : the abfcefs was very large and had
delcended very low on the infide of the thigh;
the integuments covering it were natural; the
impulfe of matter into the tumour upon
coughing very confiderable,

His pulfe was feeble and beat eighty-fix in
a minute; previous illnefs had exhaufted his
ccenftitution ; he had a conitant cough, and
undoubtedly much difeafed lungs. — He had
little appetite, and was of a coftive habit —
he was of fair complexion, light hair, and
blue eyes, and his countenance frequently
fluthed : — He was on all thefe accounts as
unfit a fubject, as can well be fuppofed, to
encoynter the derangement of conftitution,
which muft fucceed to the ordinary evacua-
tion of the abicefs,

On Wednefday the 28th of July, I tapped
the ab{cefs with a imall hydrocele trochar, and
difcharged three pints of pus of good quality,
although in a fmall degree more fluid than
eommon, I dreffed the part with confider-
able caution. I moiftened the lint which
I applied to the orifice with tinctura benzoes

' compofita,
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compefita, over this I applied fome fticking
plafter, which was retained by crofs {flips,
and afterwards varnifhed over with gum ;
fome comprefies of linen were applied over
the abfcefs, and gently bound on by a flannel
roller.

On Thurf{day, there was no very percep-
tible difference in his health — he had {lept
and cat as ufual, his tongue was moift and
natural, his pulfe a few firokes quicker.

On Friday, he faid, that he found his loins
relieved by the evacuation, that he could per-
ceive no difference in his health, and his
pulfe was the fame as before the operation.
For many days his health remained un-
changed, he became he thought a little weaker,
‘and the frequency of his pulfe had encreafed
about four ftrokes in a minute. For this
little alteration we could readily account,
knowing that fome fluids were drained from
the-circulation into the cavity of the abfcefs,
and that fome little exertion of the {yftem
would  neccflarily enfue. — The abfcefs re-
mained without pain, or inflammation, and

his
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his conftitution free from fever; his fkin
continued in its natural ftate, his appetite
was good, his fleep found, and his coun-
tenance unaltered, Three days after the
operation I removed the dreflings from the
punctured part; it appeared healed; I how-
ever carefully renewed the dreflings every
third day.

Friday, the r3th of Auguft, fixteen days
after the firft difcharge, the tumour having
become prominent, I again punctured it, and
evacuated its contents. I knew the difcharge
would encreafe his weaknefs; yet, if the col-
lettion were {uffered to remain 1t would fhort-
ly diftend the cyft to its former dimenfions,

and my original plan of treatment would be
fruftrated.

The quantity of the difcharged fluid was -
nine ounces; in appearance and chemical
properties 1t much refembled blood. This
bloody effufion was probably the confequence
of laxity of the exhaling veffels, as there had
not been the leaft expreflion of inflammation
in the abfcefs. Before I difcharged the

matter
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matter the fecond time he complained of
fome pain in his leins ; but the following
day he faid he was much relieved, and found
himfelf remarkably well. This fecond punc-
ture was drefled like the former, and quickly

healed.

During the time which had elapfed be-
tween the firft and fecond difcharge, he had
not been confined even to the ward, but often
went from the hofpital to fee his friends.
This, his cough, the weak ftate of his health,
his difinclination to live in the hofpital, and
the obvious impunity with which it was
done, induced me to permut. After the
fecond evacuation he altcgether lived with
his friends, promifing to come every week to
let me fee the ftate of his complaint; how-
ever, the fecond week when the matter ought
the third {ime to have been evacuated, he
failed in his promife. . I was now obliged to
leave Leondon for fome time, fo that I did
not {ee the patient again until September the
8th, which was four weeks and five days
from the former evacuation; he had re--
fufed to have the matter let out during my

abience,
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abfence. I now difcharged in like manner
ten ounces of lymphatic exhalation, rather
dark coloured and turbid, as if mixed with
true pus. The man, during the laft week,
had complained of pain in his loins and in his
knee, both of which were relieved as ufual by
the operation.

Before the abfcefs was firft opened the im-
pulfe of matter from the loins, on coughing,
was extremely forcible, but was now not at
all perceptible. Itappears to me that a very
confiderable advantage 1s derived from this
mode of treating thefe complaints. What-
ever fecretion 1s made in the abfcefs of the
loins, will, by its gravity, defcend into the
{pace left by the feceded fafcia of the thigh.
The abfcefs of the loins being left perfettly
free from diftention will moft probably con-
tract to very little dimenfions, if it be not
perfectly abolifhed. Hence in the {fubfe-
quent treatment of thefe complaints you
have only to attend to the difunited fafcia;
whilft the cavity in the loins fcarcely deferves
notice.

September
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September 22d, a fortnight after the
former evacuation, I difcharged four ounces
of fimilar ferous fluid mixed with pus. Durs
ing its evacuation, which was very {peedy, I
had applied my fingers beneath Poupart’s
ligament, as if to obftruct the defeent of any
matter from the loins. I then defired the
man to cough, but no matter defcended, and
the collection appeared to me entirely con-
fined to the thigh.

1 found fome difficulty in introducing a
trochar, when the abfcefs contained fo little
fluid. 'This was remedied by firft introduc-
ing a lancet through the fafcia, and then
conveying the trochar through the aperture
made by the lancet. §

Thus after difcharging the matter four
times, the complaint was reduced from a
lumbar abicefs, containing three pints, to a
{mall collettion of matter beneath the fafcia,
containing four ounces. — What communi-
cation this had with the loins, and what was

the ftate of -parts there, cannot be deter«

-

15
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mined. To appearance there was no collec-
tion. If I had now immediately opened the
abfcefs, the containing cyft being fmall, the
inflammation probably would not have been
confiderable. But the ftate of the man’s
health induced me for a fhort time to defer
this final attempt, this radical cure, as I may
exprefs it, and to be contented with only eva-
cuating the matter when collected, without
fuffering the collettion to increafe the fize of
the cyft. Itmight be expected, by repeating
the evacuation, that the cavity would dimi-
nifh to its total abolition. This would pro-
bably happen were the ablcefs in the cellular
fubftance ; but the inelaftic fafcia cannot con-
tract, and the fubjacent muicles cannot be
elevated, fo that the effufed matter, though
very fmall in quantity, would fiill keep
them difunited.

I had let out four ounces of matter once
in Oé&ober, and on the sth of November I
opened the abfcefs by an 1ncifion about an
inch and a half in length at the lower part.
I introduced my finger beneath the fafcia as
high as Poupart’s ligament, I defired the

patient
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patient to cough, but no matter defcended
from the loins, neither could I afcertain any
communication. The extent of the detach-
ed fafcia was about four inches and a half in
length, and nearly four in breadth. The cyft
inflamed after opening. The hardnefs and
quantity of the difcharge encreafed for four
days, and then gradually fubfided. His thigh
was ftiff and fore, fo that he could not eafily
move 1t, but he had no particular pain in his
loins — his pulfe did not vary — his tongue
was not furred — his fleep was not inter-
rupted — nor could any derangement of his
health be perceived.

Granulations grew from the edge of the
incifion, and the opening nearly clofed and
afforded icarcely any difcharge. — Yet, on in-
troducing a probe through the orifice, I found
that the fafcia remained difunited. With a
view to produce an union, by exciting in-
flammation, I introduced a feton from this
lower orifice to the upper part of the cyft.
The fafcia again inflamed, indurated, and
united, only the track of the feton was un-

clofed; and this by the injeftion of fome
: {pirit
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{pirit and water, was alfo foon induced to fill
up. Indifcourfing with the patient, after open-
ing ‘the abfcefs, refpetting his health, he
faid, he was ten times better than before it
was opened; that until this time he had
always been fubject to fits of pain, and to a
ftate of weaknefs and faintnefs. which he
could not defcribe.

After the perfet clofure of the abfcefs, he
could extend and bend his thigh with free-
dom and eafe; he could alfo readily put his
' foot upon a chair fet before him. This it
would have been impoilible for him to
have done during the formation or continu-
ance of the abfcefs. This freedom of action
in the pfoas muicle indicated confiderable
foundnefs of it, and of the contiguous parts.
He f{till, however, complained of much rheu-
matic pain in his hips, and fometimes in his
loms; and as I {uppofed his conftitution
- might be affeCted by the fuppreflion of a
long-continued purulent difcharge, and,
might attempt for its relief the formation of
a new abfcefs, I inferted two fetons in
the integuments of the loins, with a view

VOL IV. 0 of
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of preventing inflammation of the internal
parts.

They did not, however, relieve his pains;
he complained rnuch of their inconvenience,
and as he defigned to go into the country,
they were difcontinued. I faw him about a
year afterwards —no alteration had taken
place in the thigh, nor no fixed pain had
attacked the loins, but he was ftill much
teazed with unfettled rheumatic pains.

The preceding cafe was very unfavourable
both from the patient’s conftitution and from
the degree of the difeafe.  Yet, by four times
difcharging the matter, which was not at-
tended with much more pain than bleeding,
it was reduced from a lumbar abicefs, con-
taining three pints, to a {mall collection be-
neath the fafcia of the thigh, containing four
ounces, and without any evident communi_
cation with the loins. FEach time, inftead of
fuffering inconvenience, he experienced relief;.
he had no fever, neither was he reftrained.
from his ufual occupations.

The
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The final opening might have been fooner
made, but as this was the firft cafe in which
I had purfued this practice, I was uncertain
of the event and irrefolutely protracted it for
two months, in expettation of amendment of
his health. When it was opened no percep-
tible fever followed, and it fhortly got well by
the treatment which I have related.

CASE XIIL

Ifaac Dean, thirty-feven years of age, had
come from Hampfhire to London, to obtain
advice for a Pfoas Abfcefs. He was admitted
into the hofpital under the care of the late
Mr. Pitts. The account which he gave of
himfelf was, that his bufinefs had obliged
him to be much on horfeback; that he had
formerly, when riding; bruifed his left teftis,
which accident bad occafioned an incurable
difeafe of that gland; he therefore had fuf-
fered its removal about two years fince in
fome county hofpital. Since that time he
had frequently fuffered much pain in his
loins ; about eight months before his admif-
fion into the hofpital he had caught cold: the
pain in his loins then became more violent

o2 and
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and conftant, and much impeded the motions
of his left thigh. About three months after
this attack of fevere pain, he perceived a
tumour 1n the upper part of his thigh, which
had gradually increafed until the time of his
admiffion into the hofpital. Since the ap-
pearance of the tumour, the pain in the loins
had much abated. The matter now defcended
about four inches beneath Poupart’s liga-
ment; and it received a forcible impulfe
when the man coughed. The fafcia of
the thigh at this part was very pro-
minent, and the {kin covering it was more red
than the reft of the integuments.

The patient’s health was not unfavour-
able; his pulfe was rather ftrong, beating
feventy-fix in a minute, his tongue rather

pale, his hair and eyes dark.

Monday, 3d of O¢&tober, 1790, by Mr.
Pitt's defire I introduced a trochar into the
lower part of the tumour, and gave dif-
charge to twenty-four ounces of pus, mode-
rately tenacious, and containing fome flakes

of firmer matter: I cautioully clofed the
orifice,



ON LUMBAR ABSCESSES; 197

orifice, as in the former cafe, applied a
comprefs, and bound it moderately tight
with a roller.

I could not in this cafe perceive any alte-
ration in- the man’s health deferving to be
recorded, except that the pulfe was a little
quickened : he eatand flept as ufual.

I carefully took off the fticking-plafter at
the end of three days, and renewed a fimilar
drefling. On Thurfday, 13th of Octtober,
the abfcefs was now again prominent, and the
puncture made by the trochar feemed flightly
inflamed. As I concluded the diftention of
the fafcia caufed this inflammation, and fup-
pofing that if the preffure of the matter from
beneath was fuffered to continue, it might
occafion it to ulcerate, I determined to pre-
vent this effect by again evacuating the mat-
ter. This I accomplifthed by paffing a trochar
into the lower part of the abfcefs, at fome
diftance from the former opening; and by
this means difcharged between eight and nine
ounces of pus, thinner and rather darker co-
Joured than the former, but not tinged with

0 3 blood
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blood as in the preceding cafe. I now care-
fully dreffed both orifices, and again applied
a bandage.

I cautioufly removed the dreflings, at the
end of three days; the fecond puncture had
healed, and the firft had loft its difpofition to
inflame.  After having dreffed the punétured
parts, and applied the bandage; I defired
him to moiften it with aq. faturn. which I
thought by keeping the {kin cool, would pre-
vent its difpofition to inflame. The man
fuffered no alteration in his health from this
fecond evacuation. On the 25th, at the end
of a fortnight, the tumour being again pro-
minent, I introduced a lancet into the fafcia,
and, through theorifice thus made, the trochar,
which difcharged fix cunces of turbid ferous
fluid, and I purfued the fame fubfequent mode
of treatment,

After another fortnight had elapfed the tu.
mour was much lefs prominent than before,
and there appeared a degree of irritation in
the {kin. The punctures fhewed a difpofition
to inflame. T now defired the man to cough,

but
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but could difcover no impulfe of matter from
the loins. This I had not before done, left
the exertion fhould affect the punctures,
which were not fo firmly healed as in the
former cafe. As the patient had not fuffered
much from difcharge, as his health feemed
fully capable of {uftaining the effetts arifing
from opening the abfcefs, as it was not pro-
bable that its dimenfions could fuffer further
diminution by delay, on Friday the 23d of
November, 1 opened the cavity by an incifion
of about an inch in length, at the lower part_
and immediately paflfed a feton through to
the upper part, with a view to infure the
union of the fafcia,

An ufual degree of inflammation of the
fafcia and fhtiffnefs of the affetted limb fol-
lowed, but he complained of no particular
pain in his loins further than general ftiff-
nefs. The flight fever which accompanied
{eemed rather inflammatory than hectical, his
pulfe became a little quicker and harder, and
his tongue {lightly furred. Thefe {ymptoms
gradually abated, and at the expiration of
three weeks the fafcia appeared to have ad-

0 4 hered
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hered firmly to the fubjacent parts: I there-
fore withdrew the feton.

As he now found his health tolerably
good, and being, as he thought, recovered
from what he confidered as a dangerous com-
plaint, and imagining that he was made
weaker by ftaying in the hofpital, he went
into the country, promifing to inform me if

any change happened; but I have not fince
heard of him.

CASE XIV.

February, 1791. James Leaver is in the
21{t year of his age, has light brown hair,
blue eyes, dilated pupils, pale countenance,
frequently flufhed, and is apparently of an
rritable conftitution. About nine months
ago he was affeCted with a pain in his loins
when he moved, which foon became very
fevere, even when he was at reft. This pain
was accompanied with fever. Four months
afterwards he perceived a fmall fwelling in
the upper part of his right thigh, which has
{fince gradually increafed, and has now de-

{cended nearly to the middle of the thigh:
he
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he remarked, that he never had the leaft pain
in the part where the tumour was formed.

After the appearance of this {fwelling, he no
longer experienced the fame degree of unca-
finefs in his loins; and fhortly after, he ac-
quired the power of lLifting up his right thigh,
which he had for fome time loit.

For four months previoufly to his admif-
fion into the hofpital, he had regularly pro-
fufe night fweats, which began about twelve
o'clock, but did not prevent his fleeping;
when he awoke he found his cloaths very wet,
and himfelf very chilly; he had, however,
an appetite for his breakfaft.

On the sth of February, Sir James Earle
introduced a trochar into the moft prominent
part of the tumour: between two and three
pints of healthy matter was evacuated, the
wound was immediately clofed, and lint and
adhefive plafter were applied. The night
fucceeding the operation "he flept little, but
was free from perfpiration. On each fuc-
ceeding night he flept as ufual, but had not
in the leaft degree thofe {weats which had

been
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been conftant until the difcharge of the
matter.

On the 8th of February, he faid he found
himfelf no worfe for the operation, he was
frec from night fweats and flept foundly.
His appetite was perfectly good, his bowels
unaffected, and his tongue moift and florid.
His pulfe, before the operation, was ninety,
and for fifteen days afterwards it varied be-
tween that and a hundred. February j s5th,
ten days after the evacuation, his night {weats
returned, although in a lefs degree than

formerly.

February 26th, three weeks after the firft
difcharge, the tumour had now become nearly
of its original fize; the integuments were
much diftended ; the part punctured by the
trochar had for three days appeared inflamed;
and on the tumour being now comprefied,
the cicatrix gave way, and the contained
matter oozed from the orifice. The trochar
was again introduced through the former
orifice, and eight ounces of brownifh matter

difcharged. The wound was carefully
drefied,
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drefled, in hopes that as the diftention was
taken off, it might clofe. After the fecond
evacuation, the night {weats again ceafed;
he faid, he was rather weaker, but ho

other alteration in his health was per-
ceived.

On the 2d of March, while in the act of
coughing, the imperfectly healed wound made
by the trochar gave way. Very little pus
was difcharged, but as 1t was impoflible to
heal this ulcerated opening, and as the con-
tinuity of the cyft was now deftroyed, the
mode of treatment hitherto purfued was fruf-
trated. Much inflammation of the cyft im«
mediately took place, and the conftitution be-
came greatly affeted. The next day, if the
finger {lightly comprefled the abfcefs, it gave
him great pain; but before the cavity of
the abicefs became expofed, the part was per-
fectly indolent. When preflure was em-
ployed, a feetid, frothy matter iflued from the
ulcerated orifice. The cyft, however, was
emptied, and, except when prefled, there
was no difcharge. Such were the appear-
ances of the part. The general difturbance

of
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of the conftitution was alfo very great ; his
countenance exhibited ftrong expreflions of
alarm ; 1f any one approached him he ftarted,
and when any one touched him he trembled.
His pulfe beat from 130 to 140 in 2 minute—
for two days his bowels were difordered —
however, the mflammation of the cyft gra-
dually abated, and in like manner the confti-
tutional derangement fubfided. At the end
of about eight days, he was much amended,
and in about fix weeks the abfcefs appeared
nearly well, and his conftitution relieved from
febrile indifpofition.

In this cafe it is clear, that the fecond dif-
charge of matter was too long delayed, and
to me it appears equally evident that the pa-
tient derived much advantage from the mode
of treatment which had been purfued; for
by it the complaint was reduced from a large
abfcefs, containing nearly three pints, to one
which held lefs than eight ounces. Yet,
even in this diminifhed ftate, great derange-
ment of the conftitution followed the expo-
fure of the cavity of the abfcefs: indeed, I
have little doubt, if the abfcefs had been

| opened



ON LUMBAR ABSCESSES, 203

opened whilft it retained its original dimen-
fions, but that the patient would have fallen
a vitim to the more extenfive inflammation,
and more violent fever, which would then
have taken place.

CASE XV.

Elizabeth Ridley, aged fifty-five, had, for
one year and a half before her admiffion into
the hofpital, {uffered much from bad health ;
fhe then had a fevere cough, accompanied
with much fever. About ten months be-
fore the was admitted into the hofpital,
fhe had a very acute pain 1n her loins, which
abated, in fome degree, ten weeks after its
firlt attack ; at that time fhe obferved a tu-
mour in her groin, which had gradually en-
creafed in fize. The pain had been conti-
nual, though at intervals it fuffered confider-
able abatement: the veins on the fore part of
the thigh had become varicous and the leg
cedematous. The tumour was of a circular
form, about four inches in diameter.— It
had much protruded the falcia, and matter
was violently impelled into it on coughing
She now complained of occafional pain of

her
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her ftomach, of failure of appetite, and a
coftive ftate of her bowels; her pulfe was
flow and feeble, her tongue pale, and her
health confiderably beneath the natural ftand-
ard. ;

On the 8th of November, I punctured the
lower part of the tumour with a lancet, car-
rying it obliquely about half an inch between
the fkin and the fafcia, and difcharged eleven
ounces of good pus, but did not empty the
abfcefs. The orifice of the {kin and cyft did
not then correfpond, and on coughing there
was ftill perceived a confiderable impulfe of
matter from the cavity in the loins.—I was
unwilling to irritate the eyft by the introduc-
tion of any inftrument to feparate the lips of
the wound, therefore I clofed the orifice with
fticking plaifter, and every thing remained
quiet till the third day, when, by a fit of -
coughing, the orifice was burft open and
matter oozed from beneath the plafter. If
I {uffered it to remain open, my original plan
of treatment would be fruftrated. I there-
foor refolved to let out the collected matter,

left diftention of the fafcia and integuments
fhould
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fhould prevent the wound from healing. I
again introduced the lancet through the fame
orifice, and wounded it {fo as to make 1t bleed
and give a difcharge to five ounces of pus;
the abfcefs, however, did not even now appear
to be completely emptied.

The woman fuffered no evident alteration
in her health, but became much eafier with
refpect to her loins. 'The varicofe veins and
the oedema of the leg now no longer ap-
peared. Thefe {ymptoms, doubtlefs, origi-
nated from the preffure in the loins, occa-
fioned by matter, of which it was very evident
there was a large collection.

On the 18th, the tumour was again pune-
tured and eight ounces of fluid evacuated.
The matter before had been icompletely dif-
charged ; now I believe the tumour was en-
tirely emptied. This laft didcharged matter
was perfeCtly modorous and the thigh unin-
flamed. I made this aperture at the fide of
the tumour with the edges of the lancet held
upwards and downwards, and not tranfverfely

as the former openings had_beenﬁmade. This
I did
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I did that the efforts employed in coughing
might have lefs effect in impelling the matter
through the orifice, which foon healed.

In the following week fhe complained that
fhe was reftlefs and could not fleep, neither
had fhe her ufual degree of appetite; her
pulfe, however, was not quickened, nor did
any other figns of conflitutional indifpofition
appear. No matter was now collected be-
neath the faicia, and after waiting another
week without any apparent collection. being
made, on the 25th of November I intro-
duced a lancet through the fafcia of the thigh,
with a defign to leave the cavity of the
abfcefs permanently open., 1 did not per-
ceive any matter 1ffue from the opening. As
the integuments covering the falcia were
thickened and thewed fome difpofition to
inflame, I directed the aqua plumb: ace-
tati to be applied to them. On the fol-
lowing day {ome matter fiowed through
the orifice. The patient fuppofed, if col-
leCted, it might be a table fpoonful ; nearly
the fame quantity continued to difcharge for

about a fortnight, and afterwards it gradually
12° diminifhed,
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diminithed, and the wound healed. She was
not affeted by fever in confequence of this
laft opening, and feemed to fuffer very little
inconvenience with refpect to her health,
She, however, complained much of pains
refembling thofe of the rheumatifm, which
affeted principally her hips, though fome-
times they attacked her loins ; for thefe pains
fhe was placed under the care of the phyfi-
cian, and as her conftitution was languid, the
was recommended to continue the medicineg
prefcribed for her as an out-patient.

In this cafe one circumftance appeared to
me curious ; after I had twice difcharged the
contents of the abfcefs, no farther colleftion
of matter took place. Yet not becaufe the
cavity of the abfcefs was abolifhed, but be-
caufe from fome little indifpofition of the
conftitution the fecretion into that cavity was
for a time fufpended. This, however, was
rather an advantageous circumitance, for as

the cyft was empty, the contraétion of the
fides was unoppofed.

vOL. IV, 2 | CASE
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CASE XVIL

Charles White, thirty-fix years of age,
and not unhealthy, had a lumbar abicefs,
which prefented beneath the fafcia of the
thigh, and which there was no reafon to
fuppofe connected with any difeafe of the
{pine. From this abfcefs I difcharged, by
puncture, twenty-four ounces of healthy:
pus, and healed the orifice. The patient
fuffered fome weaknefs and derangement of
heaith ; but they were not confiderable. The
operation was repeated every fortnight; and,
by the fifth time of performing it, the quan-
tity had decreafed to four ounces. At the
end of another fortnight, I made the open-
ing to difcharge the matter, larger than coma
mon, and did not attempt to unite it, but di-
refted a poultice to be applied to the thigh,
and the patient to be kept in bed. No
perceptible derangement in his health took
place in confequence of this. The lips of
the wound granulated, which, I think, is
always a good fign ; the fafcia feemed to ad-
here to the parts beneath; and in the courfe
.of a month he was thought well enough to

* leave
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leave the hofpital, although there was fill
{fome matter difcharged ffom the wound. In
a few weeks more, the part was entirely
healed ; nor had he afterwards any return of
the complaint,

CASLE XVIIIL

William Hankes, when about twenty-eight
years of age, had a colleCtion of matter formed
in his loins, which defcended beneath Pou-
part’s ligament, and elevated the fafcia of
the thigh. The formation of this matter
had not been attended with pain; neither
were the motions of the thigh impeded dur-
ing its colletion. The elevated portion of
the fafcia was about three inches in length,
and two in breadth; and the impulle com- |
municated to 1t from the lomns, on coughing,
was diftin&, though not very forcible. —
I punctured the abfcefs, and difcharged
twelve ounces of pus, in which there were
fome flakes of coagulum. The wound healed
{peedily, and the patient not only fuffered no
inconvenience, but even found himfelf better
than before the operation, — After three
weeks’ time, the matter which was collected

. P2 gave
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gave {o little prominence to the fafcia, that,
when I punctured it, I was apprehenfive of
injuring the fubjacent parts; and not more
than between five and fix ounces of pus
flowed from the orifice on this occafion.— As
the quantity of matter contained in the abfcefs
at firlt was {mall when compared with that
in many other cafes which terminated well,
as the patient alfo was young, and apparently
capable of fuftaining the degree of irrita-
tion likely to enfue, I thought there was no
great rifk in leaving the orifice unclofed.
Accordingly, a poultice was applied over the
part; and I hoped that, by thus endeavour-
ing as much as poflible to leflen inflammation
‘about the wound, I might prevent any con-
fiderable degree of 1t from taking placein the
cyft. For fome time the fafcia felt fore,
and was painful when the integuments were
prefled ; but this tendernefs abated in about
ten days; the difcharge alfo leflened, and there
appeared ground to hope that the patient
would foon get well. He was now attacked
with pain in his leins, accompanied by fever:
the difcharge alfo increafed, and had a feetid -
imell. Thefe fymptoms, however. gradually

i0 abated,
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abated, but left the patient greatly reduced in
ftrength. After a fhort interval, he again
experienced a fimilar relapfe and recovery, by
which his weaknefs was ftill farther increafed.
He had been occafionally troubled with cough,
which now became very conftant, but with-
out any expectoration ; and I obferved that
he drew in very little air when he infpired. —
As the abfcefs difcharged largely, and the
ftrength of his conftitution was rather de-
clining, I made a large iffue in the integu-
ments of his loins, with a view to leflen the
internal difeafe. 'This feemed to be of great
fervice ; for the pain of his loins went off,
and the difcharge from the abfcefs abated

| gradually, and at laft became inconfiderable.
Still, however, he did not recover his health ;
and the country air was now recommended
by Dr. Latham, who had prefcribed for him,
during his illnefs, thofe medicines which his
diforder feemed to require. He accordingly
left the hofpital, and, at the end of ten
months, returned to town ; when the wound
in his thigh ftill continued to difcharge a
fmall quantity of matter. Afterwards, a
thickening of the integuments on the front
B3 of
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of the thigh took place; and two or three
{mall ulcers formed there, which did not
readily heal, but were fometimes in a better
and fometimes in a worfe ftate, — I faw him
occafionally, for two years, during which
time he had tried the effect of fea-bathing.
His health, however, was not good, though
1t did not appear to me to fuffer from the
remains of the abfcefs, which neither occa-
fioned pain, nor hindered his walking. At
laft, his firength declining, he was again
admitted mto the hofpital, under Dr. La-
tham’s care. He was now much troubled
with cough, and hectic fever; and, under
the fafcia of the other thigh, oppofite to the
dorfum of the ilium, a frefh abfcefs ap-
peared, which, however had no communi-
cation with the abdomen. The powers of
his conftitution were now evidently broken,
and he gradually funk, and died,

Being greatly hurried during the only
opportunity I had of infpecting the body,
my examination of it was very cuifory. I can,
therefore, only fay that both lungs were irre~
gularly and generally indurated ; that the ca-

vity
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vity of the original abfcefs ftill remained
opened, but was contracted into a narrow
fitula leading from the thigh to the middle
of the pfoas mufcle. There was another
large abfcefs on the oppofite pfoas muicle,
which had not yet defcended to the thigh,
where, as has been alreddy mentioned, there
was alfo an abfcefs of confiderable magni-
tude, but unconnefted with this in the
loins, The lumbar vertebra were perfettly
found.

That the death of this man was not owing
to the original abfcefs in the loins, is to me
very evident. That abfcefs did, indeed, for
a confiderable time, greatly difturb his con-
ftitution; but it afterwards became indolent,
and acquired a ftate incapable of exciting
irritation,

CASE XIX. |
Having unfortunately left the minutes
which I took of the next cafe that occurred
in the hofpital, I can only give fuch a gene-
ral account of it as my memory fupplies.
The fubject of it, Doods King, who was un-
: P4 der
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der the care of Mr. Blicke, was about thirty
years of age, and of a very fickly afpelt.
‘The abfcefs prefented beneath Poupart’s li ga
ment; it contained at firft about 20 ounces
of curdly matter, and was punctured four
times, with the ufual progreffive reduction
in the quantity of matter difcharged: but
before the fifth time of opening, one of the
punctured places ulcerated. There was in-
deed, from the beginning, in this cafe, a
great difpofition in the fkin to inflame and
ulcerate, and it was with difficulty I could
heal the orifices made to let the matter out,
As foon as the cavity had thus become open,
a poultice was applied to the part, and con-
finement to bed {trictly enjoined. The patient
became fomewhat weaker, but no fever enfued.
I did not fuffer him to go about, however,
for a long time, left the motion of the parts
{hould induce inflammation. The abfcefs
at laft became perfetly indolent itfelf, and
un-irritating to the conftitution ; but it did
not fhew much difpofition to heal. — He
was difcharged in this ftate, and promifed to
apply again if his complaint became trouble-
fome, I faw him about a month after his

| difmiffion,
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dilmiffion, when he mentioned a defign of
going into the country; fince which I have
not heard of him,

CASE XX,

Catharine Vallance, nineteen years old, of

a healthy appearance, but having a confider-
able inclination of her body forwards, from
a former difeafe of the dorfal vertebrz, had,
for twelve months before I firft faw her,
laboured under fevere pain of her loins, ac-
companied with fever. There was at that
time a large lumbar abfcefs, the matter of
which had defcended to the upper part of
the thigh, where it diftended the integuments,
fo as to render them prominent and thin.
A furgeon pricked this tumour with a lancet,
and let out more than a pint of very healthy
pus; by which the bulk of the {welling was
fcarcely dimiru.hed ; but as no more matter
would flow, a piece of fticking-plafter was
applied over the orifice. Four days after-
wards, another furgeon, obferving that the
integuments were inflamed, and the punc-
tured part much difpofed to ulcerate, made
another
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another aperttre, at fome diftance from the
former, and difcharged three pints of good
pus; which completely emptied the cavity.
The laft pun&ture being attentively clofed,
healed readily ; and the firft loft its difpofi-
tion to ulcerate. The young woman con-
tinued perfectly in health for ten days, when
fome little diftention of the abfcefs again
occurring, the firft puncture ulcerated ; in
confequence of which the collefted matter
made 1ts way out, and left a permanent
opening into the cavity. Confiderable fever
now came on, the patient’s pulfe was rapid,
her tongue white, and her fkin hot and dry;
but thefe {ymptoms abated after a fhort time,
and fhe again recovered her former ftate of
health; the abfcefs not falling into any
fecondary f{tate of difeafe after the inflam-
-matton went off ; nor did any hectic fever
take place after the firft dera; ~ement of the

conftitution had {ubfided. o

Another abfcels now prefented itfelf, in the
{ame {ituation, on the oppofite fide. As foon
as this had acquired fufficient prominence to
give fecurity to the parts beneath, it was

punctured ;
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punctured ; twelve ounces of healthy pus
were let out, and the orifice was clofed.
When the matter collected again, the wound,
made to ditcharge 1t, was fuffered to remain
open. The inflammation which took place in
the cyft in confequence of this, was very
{light, and hardly affe¢ted the confhitution:
the parts foon became indolent, difcharging
but little matter, and both the abicefles healed
gradually.

It is now three years fince that cafe oc-
curred ; and I have lately {feen the patient,
who has experienced no inconvenience from
the complaint fince that period,

CASE XXIL

A young woman had a lambar abfcefs pre-
fenting in the upper part of the thigh, from
which a furgeon difcharged, by puntture,
nearly a quart of matter, and healed the
opening. At the expiration of a fortnight,
a fecond puncture was made, and twelve
ounces of matter let out, The laft orifice
was clofed like the firft, but after a few days

14. it
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it ulcerated, and the cavity of the abfcefs be-
came expofed. The patient now growing
very ill, was admitted into St. Bartholomew’s
Hofpital. Her pulfe was weak, but not
deficient in ftrength; her tongue white, and
her {kin hot and dry: the difcharge from the
abfcefs was not great, but the pain of her
ioins was very fevere. A Jarge poultice was
applied to the thigh ; and the common faline
mixture, with fmall dofes of antimonials,
was given. In the courfe of a week, a con-
fiderable change took place ; her pulie, though
ftill quick, was rather fecble; her tongue
moift, and not furred ; and fhe had frequent
perfpirations without any evident caufe: the
pain in her loins abated confiderably, and
thedifcharge from the abicefs became copious,
thin, and feetid. She now began to take
the Peruvian bark, and in the {pace of a
month gradually recovered from this ftate of
debility. Having acquired ftrength enough
to it up, and to walk a little about the ward,
fhe one day imprudently went into the air,
and walked until fhe was much fatigued.
‘The confequences of this were, a return of

the pain in her loins; with quicknefs and
hardnefs
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hardnefs of her pulfe, white tongue, and hot
and dry tkin. As the pain and fever went
off, they were fucceeded by an increafed dif-
charge from the abfcefs, and irregular per-
{pirations, which gradually abating, the ab-
{cefs at length became indolent, and no longer
affected the conftitution. Warned by her
former experience, the now took exercife
very cautioufly; and when fhe found fhe
could bear motion without exciting irritation
in the abfcefs, fhe went into the country,
where fhe regained her health; the abfcefs

healed, and {he has fince continued perfectly
well. |

When a permanent opening is made in a
lumbar abfcefs, the part generally falls into a
morbid ftate, and this is accompanied by a
{ympathetic affection of the conftitution, cor-
refponding in its nature with the local com-
plaint. In the firft of the two cafes juft now
related, both the local and conftitutional difz
eafe were of a more purely inflammatory kind,
than in any other that I had ever feen; nor
was 1t fucceeded by that ill-conditioned ftate
of the fore, accompanied with a thin feetid

difcharge,
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difcharge, and heétic fymptoms, which fo fre=
quently occur in this diforder. In the fecond
cafe, as the patient’s general health was tolera-
bly good, the difeafe in the beginning ap-
proached to the nature of common inflamma-
tion, then gradually acquired the ufual ftate
of thefe abfcefles, but afterwards became n-
dolent ; the fympathetic affection of the con-
fhitution exactly correfponded to the ftate of
the abfcefs. At firft the fever was inflam-
matory, then heétical; and when the local .
complaint became indolent, the general ftate
of the patient’s health was no longer affected.
Thefe circumftances {till more ftrongly ap-
peared after the accidental re-excitement of
the inflammatory {fymptoms.

In order further to confirm the foregoing
opinions, I may add; that I have known a
confiderable fpace of time elapfe, between the
firft burfting of a lumbar abfcefs and its affum-
ing that morbid ftate which 1s fo peculiar to
thofe difeafes, and which produces a corre-
{ponding affection of the fyftem in general.

FINIS.

Strahan and Prefton,
Priuvers-Sereer, London,
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