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Another notable fact of Prof. Peaslee’s career as a lecturer is,
that he had lectured at different times on every topic included
in the profession of medicine, with the exception of chemistry,
and might well be considered a master of each branch. His
courses of lectures numbered over seventy, consisting of those
given in different chairs and in five different colleges, besides
private courses of lectures in his earlier days, lectures and ad-
dresses before various societies, etc. In his later years his at-
tention in practice, writing, and lecturing was directed to the
subject of gynecology, especially the branch of ovariotomy.
His work, published in 1872, on ovarian tumors, contains 557
pages, and is an acknowledged authority upon the subject, and
will stand alone, both for his own original investigation, and for
settling upon Dr. Ephraim McDowell, an American, the nation-
ality, if I may so speak, of this heroic and life-saving operation.

Prof. Peaslee’s literary contributions at first consisted of rec-
ords of cases, of operations, and of addresses before medical
classes, which were preserved and published, and of those be-
fore medical and literary societies. The exact data of his earli-
est are uncertain, as they were published later and irregularly ;
but I may venture to say that a * Report of a Case of Rupture
of the Bladder,” in 1849, was perhaps the earliest. An ad-
dress before the Bowdoin Medical College, in 1848, was pub-
lished later. In 1851, he accomplished a successful removal of
both ovaries. This operation was the first recorded case of the
successful removal of both ovaries through one large abdominal
section. The patient was a young lady of West Claremont, N.
H., and the niece, by marriage, of the first patient on whom
ovariotomy was performed in America, which was in July,
1820, thirty years previous. Prof. Peaslee related, in the NVew
Hampshire Fournal of Medicine for 1851, the method of diag-
nosis, giving a minute description of every step of the opera-
tion, and a careful history of the after-treatment, etc. In con-
clusion, there are some of the best hints respecting the method
of diagnosis and operation that can even now be found in any
language.

In 1851, before the Maine Medical School, he delivered an
able address on the ** Comparative Intellectual Standing of the
Medical Profession.” The following year, an address to the



























