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STANDARD WORKS

PUBLISHED IN

THe Scelect Wedical Libravy,

From NOVEMBER, 1836, ro OCTOBER, 1837,

1. LECTURES on the MOREID ANA-

TOMY, NATURE, and TREAT-
MEN'T' of ACUTE and CHRONIC
DISEASES. By the late Jouy Arm-
sTrRosG, M.I.; Author of * Practical
Ilinstrations of Typhus and Secarlet
Fever,” &c. Edited by Joseern Rix,
Mewmber of the Royal College of Sur-
geons. G906 pages of Library.

- The British and Foreign Medical Review
savs of this work:

“We admire, in almost every page, the pre-
cige and cautious practical directions; the strik-
ing allusions to instructive cases; the urgent
racommendations of the pupil to be careful, to
be diligent in observation, to avoid hurry and
heedlessness, to be attentive to the poor. Nothing
can be more excellent than the rules laid down
for all the paris of the delicaie management of
fever patients: nothing more judicious than the
general instructions arising out of the lecturer's
perfect knowledge of mankind His pru-
dent admonitions respecting the employment of
some of the heroie remedies, a8 mercury, arsenic,
and colchicum, attest his powers of observation
and his practical merits.” * The pious office of
preserving and publishing hiz Lectures has been
performed by Mr. Rix, with singular abilizy.”

2. OBSERVATIONS on the PRINCI-
PAL MEDICAL INSTITUTIONS
and PRACTICE of FRANCE, TTA-
LY and GERMANY : with Notices of
the Universities, and Cases from Hos-
pital Practice: With an Appendix on
ANIMAL MAGNETISM and HO-
MCEOPATHY. By Epwix Lk,
Member of the Royal College of Sur-
geons, &c. 110 pages.

% Mr. Lee has judiciously selected some clini-
cal eases, illustrating the practice pursued at the
different hospitals, and he has wound up the vo-
lame with an amuging account of animal mag-
netism and hommopathy—those precious effu-
eions of German idealty, for which we refer to
the work itself" —Mediceo- Chirarg. Rev.

3. A THERAPEUTIC ARRANGE-
MENT and SYLLABUS of MATE-
RIA MEDICA. By James Jounstose,
M.D., Fellow of the College of Physi-
cians, and Physician to the General
‘Hospital, Birmingham. 72 pages.

*This book cannot bit be particularly useful

to those who intend To lecture or write upon the
Maieria Medica; as well as to the stndents for

whose particular use it is prepared."—Brit, and
-hrw- m- R‘E.

4. ATREATISE ON TETANUS, being

the ESSAY for which the Jacrsoxias |

Prize, for the year 1834, was awarded,
hy the Rnﬁal College of Surgeons in
London. By Thomas Brizarp Curt-
1¥G, Assistant Surgeon to the London
Huspital, &e. 130 pages.

“This book shoald be in the library of every
surgeon and physician. 1t is a valuable work of
reference. It does not pretend to originality, for
originality on such a subject was not wanled.
But a compendium of facts was wauted, and such
a compendium is this volume. We cannot part
from Mr. Curling without thanking him for the
information we have received in reading his
work, and for the mafter it has enabled us to
offer to our readers."—JMedico- Chir, Ren,

5. PRACTICAL OBSERVATIONS on
DISEASES ofthe HEART, LUNGS,
STOMACH, LIVER, &c, OCCA.-
SIONED BY SPINAL IRRITA.
TION: AND ON THE NERVOUS
SYSTEM IN GENERAL, AS A
SOURCE OF ORGANIC DISEASE.
Illustrated by Cases. By John Marshall,
M.D. 112 pages.

6. A TREATISE ON INSANITY AND
OTHER DISEASES AFFECTING
THE MIND. By James Cowles Prich-
ard, M.D. F.R.8. Corresponding Memn-
ber of the Institute of France, &e. 340
pages.

“ The author isentitled to great respect for his
opinions, not only because he is well known as
a man of extensive erudition, but also on ae-
count of his practical acgquaintance with the
subject on which he writes. The work, we may
safely say, is the best, as well as the latest, on

mental derangement, in the English language.”
—Medico- Chir. Hev.

7. BOUILLAUD ON ACUTE ARTI-
CULAR RHEUMATISM IN GEN-
ERAL. Translated from the French, for -
this Library, by James Kircuex, M.D.,
Philada. G4 pages.

8 A PRACTICAL TREATISE ON
THE PRINCIPAL DISEASES OF
THE LUNGS. CoxsSIDERED ESPE-
CIALLY I¥ RELATION TO THE PARTICU-
LAR TIS5UES AFFECTED, ILLUSTRATING
THE DIFFERENT XINDps oF Coven. By
G. Hume Weatheihead, M.D., Member
of the Royal. College of Physicians,
Lecturer on the Principles and Practice
of Medicine, and on Materia Medica
and Therapeutice, &c. &c. 30 pages.
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EPIDEMICS or Tue MIDDLE AGES.| P. M. Latham, M.D. Fellow of the
From the German of I. F. C. Hecker, Royal College of Physicians, and Phy-
M.D., &c. &c. Translated by R. G. sician to St. Bartholomew's Hospital.
Babington, M.D. F.R.5.— 156 pages. .

9. No. L—THE BLACK DEATH IN |, ' We strongly recommend them [Latham
THE 1th CENTURY. 74 pages. | ationding the praciies of out hoopiialsoant
“ Hecker's account of the * Black Death,’ which | Med. Gaz.

ed so 1 ion of the globe in th .
}:::lseeuﬁlﬂwﬁlftﬂ;r;nlgzb‘;“m‘;mm:l&““ J ok | 12 ELEMENTS OF SURGERY, v

worthy of our notice, hoth as containing many Turee Parrs By Robert Liston, Fel-
interesting details of this tremendous pestilence, low of the Royal College of SBurgeons

and as exhibiting a curious specimen of medical in London and i 1
hypothesis."—Cyclopedia aof Practical Medicine— the Roval InB El.llnhnégh._ fﬂur : t‘!
Histery of Medicine by Dr. Bostock. at , SAULIALY, SRII0K S ieem

! to the Royal Dispensatory for the City
Ly Y ¥
10. Eﬂﬂ- IL—THE DANCING MANIA. and County of Fji.nh“r h, Prolessor of
1 pages. ; Surgery in the London University, &e.
* Medical Higtory has long been in need of the &e 250 pages.
chapter which this book supplies; and the defi- o ; gy
giency could not have been remedied at a better In the present work, an endeavour has been
season. On the whole, this volume ought o be | M2d¢, in the first place, to lay down, eorrectly
popular; to the profession it must prove highly | 20d concisely, the general principles which ought
acceprable, as conveying so much information, | 10 guide the Practitioner in the management of
touching an important subject which had almost | CONStitutional disturbance, however occasioned.
been suffiered to be buried in oblivion, and we | The observations introduced toillnstrate the
think that to Dr. Babington especial thanks are | 90Ctrines inculeated, are given as briefly as is
due for having naturahsed so interesting a pro. | ©00Sisient with an accurate detail of symptoms
duction. The style of the translation, we may | AN results. The deseriptions of particular dis-
add, is free from foreign idioms: it reads like an | £85¢3 ';E;E i':.ﬂ':: }:nh;;ﬁm:iiﬂdmf&sﬁ:lfw@ht::i
u x o ¥ i ] ]
English original."—Lond, Med. Gaz. their resemblance will he readily e ke
11. LECTURES on Subjects connected Ench Todes oL SnMRLIE s Seiiiid. A

with CLINICAL MEDTCINE. By | ty the Authaen Y 4 uccessfully performea

-

i

—— .
JOURNAL DEPARTMENT.

In Tae ECLECTIC JOURNAL OF MEDICINE, Vov. 1., or First Year,
HAVE BEEN PUBLISHED, :

ORr16I1NAL ARTICLES On Rat.rnnpeutinn in Medicine, Clinical Medicine, Medical
Education, Medical Coliege of Philadelphia, Phrenology, &ec.; and Reviews on
the following works :—Parish on Strangulated Hernia, Gerhard on the Diagnosis
of Diseases of the Chest, Littell on-Diseases of the Eye, Duparcque on Diseases
of the Uterus, Hall on the Nervous System and its Diseases, Mackintosh’s
Practice of Physic, Armstrong’s Lectures, Sewall on Phrenology, Hayward on
Diseases of the Knee Joiot, Alexander on the Capillar Bluﬂd—‘gnﬂala. &e., &e.
Digests of Chomel on Typhoid Fever, Randolph’s Experience in Lithotripsy,
Osborne and Bright on Diseased Kidney and the Pathology and Treatment of
Dropsy, Bouillaud on Diseases of the H};art, Lewins'’s Remarks on the Physi-
ological and Therapeutic Effects of Colechicum, Knox on the Pulsations of the
Heart, Observations and Experiments on Softening, Erosion, and Perforation of
the Stomach, ;{ Imlach, &e. Numerous articles on Physiology, Pathology,
Therapeutics, Midwifery, Surgery, and Hygiene, embracing new views of die-
ease and modes of practice.

In the Library, Second Year, ,
FROM NOVEMBER, 1837, TO OCTOBER, 1838,
HAFE BEEN PUBLISHED,

" DISEASES OF THE SKIN, ar| s Libos
] I ; ar- and Li raphic E i
ranged with a view to their Constitu- “This wﬂrk.ih,-l:hl:mlif;:v:::' PP-
tional Caunses and Local Character, &ec. | on Cutaneous Diseases, i i “:F 1:3}“!:1&
By SAMUEL PLUMBE, late Senior | brought down D¢ the AULhOT to the present ol
Surgeon to the Royal Metropolitan In. | °f our knowledge; a clear compendium is

frmary for Childron, do.  Hlasned | Smees! 1oy an Scoreric ot Choum

Coloured Copperplate
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cutaneous disease are happily exhibited, and are
essential murmimahtu. It is an able, in-
ngm,]iss, and elaborate production, and indis-
pensable to the medical man."—gnnals of Medi-
cine, January, 1837.

Prumer on Diseazes of the Skin.—* This excel-
lent Treatise uglm an order of discases, the pa-
thoelogy of which is, in eral, as obscure as the
treatment is empirical, has just been republished
in the Belect Medical Lihmrr, edited by Dr. John
Bell, of thiz city. We hail with pleasure the
appearance of any new work calcolated to elu-
cuinte the intricate and ill-understood subject of
gkin-diseases. The late Dr. Mackintosh, in his
Practice of Physic, recommends it as the * best
pathalogical and practical treatise on this class
of diseages, which is to be found in any lan-
guage. "—Phil. Med. Exam., Jan. 17, 1836,

“This work is one of the most excellent on
the Disenscs of the Skin, in the English lan-
guage.”—West, Jour. of Med. and Phys. Sciences,
Jan. 1838,

¢ Proseg on Discases of the Skin, is regarded
as a standard work in Great Britain: aud has
passed through four editiong, in a very shori
time. The author was SBenior Surgeon to the
Royal Metropolitan Infirmary for Children, Lon.
don, and Acting Snurgeon to the St. Giles' and St.
George's Parochial Infirmary; anid has given us
the results of a very extensive series of observa-
tions upon an extremely intractable class of dis-
eases.” —Baltimore Chron., Feb. 13, 1833,

2. THE MEDICAL PROPERTIES of
the NATURAL ORDER RANUN-
CULACE.L, &c. &c¢ By A. Turs-
suLL, M.D. 72 pages. '

3. THE GUMS ; with Jate Discoveries on
their Structure, Growth, Coanections,
Diseases, and Sympathies. By Groree
Warrg, Member of the London Royal
College of Physicians. 80 pages.

4. A PRACTICAL TREATISE ON
MIDWIFERY; Containing the Re-
sults of Sixteen Thousand Six Hun-
dred and Fifty-four Births, occurring in
the Dublin Lyini}in Huospital. By Ro-
eERT Coruins, M.D., Late Master of
the Institution. 264 pages.

** Beveral reprints of great value have already
appeared in the Library—among others, Prich-
ard on Insanity, Curling on Tetanus. Latham's
Clinical Lectures, &c. The Number for the pre-
sent month commences Collins's Treatise on
Midwifery. a work rich in statistical details."—
Phil. Med. Exam., Jan. 17, 1538,

** The seventeenth Number of Dr. Bell's Select
Medical Library contains the conclusion of * A
Practical Treatise on Midwifery, by Robert Col-
ling, M.D., Thysician of the Dublin Lying-in
Hospital."—The author of this work has em-
E;’nyml the numerical method of M. Louis: and

accurate tables of classification, enables his
readers to perceive, at a glance, the conse-
quences of the diversified conditions, in which
he saw his patients. A vast amount of informa-

‘ tion ig “thus obtained, which is invaluable 1o

those who duly appreciate precigion in the ex-

amination of cases."—Balf. Chron.

5. A PRACTICAL TREATISE ON
THE MANAGEMENT AND DIS-
EASES OF CHILDREN. By Rrcsu-

+ +arpT. Evansox, M.D., !‘ml‘e’unr of

Medicine, —and HEeNRY MAUNSELL,
College of Surgeons in Ireland
pages.

“I'he authors of the work before us, have had
the advantage of investigating the subject of
Infantile Diseases, conjoiutly in a public insti-
tution—an advantage which no private medical
man, however extensive his practice, could pro-
bably have., The observations being made con-
jointly voo, offer a greater guarantee of correct-
ness and authenticity, than if they emanated
from a single source, however respectable. From
their acquaimtance, also, with foreign works,
they have been able to bring up the Anatomy,
Bhysiology, Pathology, and even Therapeutics,
to a far higher level than is to be found in any
previous work in the Enghsh language.,

“ | he second chapter embraces the Manage.
ment and Physical Education of Children.  This
chapter ought to be printed in gold letters, and
hung up in the nursery of every family. It
would save mauy lives, and prevent much suf-
fering.” —Medico- Chirurg. Heo, i

“We know of no work to which, on the
whole, so little can be objected in matter or
manner. It is an ale]gjnnl and practical com-
pendium of Infantile Diseases; a safe guide in
the Management of Children; and completely
fulfils the purposes Fmpmed.“—ﬂﬁtfr.t Annals
af Medicine, No. VILIL

6. THE SURGEON'S PRACTICAL
GUIDE IN DRESSING, and in the
Methodic APPLICATION of BAND-
AGES. Illustrated by oNE HUSDRED
ExGrAVINGS. By Tromas Coreer,M.D.
late Staff Surgeon n the Belgian Army.
92 pages.

“Corner on Bandages, with one hundred il-
lustrative Engravings, will be invaluable to the
great majority of the profession, throughout this
country. But few have had the ugpoﬂunity.
which a large hospital only affords, of becoming
acquainted with the best mode of applying ap-
paratus, in cases of wounds, fractures, dislosa-
tions, &ec. The plates and descriptions of this

work, give this important information.”—Rait.
Chroa.

7. ON THE INFLUENCE OF PHY-
SICAL AGENTS ON LIFE. By
W. F. Epwarps, M.D,, F.R.8., elc.
Translated from the French, by Drs.
Hodgkin and Fisher. To which are
added, some Observations on Electrici-
ty, and Notes to the work. 228 pages.

* Thiz is a work of standard authority in
Medicine ; and, in a physiological point of view,
is pre-eminently the most valuable publication
of the present century ; the experimental inveg-
tigation instituted by the author, having done
much tewards solving many problems hitherte
but partially understood. The work was origi-
nally presented in parts to the Rosa] Academy
of Science of Paris, and so highly did they esti-
mate the labours of the awthor, and so fully ap-
preciate the services by him thus rendered to
science and to humanity, that they awarded
him, though a foreigner, the prize founded for
the promotion of experimental physiology.

“ His researches relate to what.Tum nomi-
nated the Physical Agents, viz: Temperature,
as modified in degree and duration; Electricity;
Air, as regards quantity, motion or rest. density
or rarity ; Water, as a liguid and in a state of
vapour; and Light; and his object is to show
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the effects produced on the buman system hy
these agents which surround and are incessantly
exercising an influence upon us. \

* It is hardly necessary for us 1o say, that the
design has been executed in & masterly man
ner, and that the profession is under deep obliga.
tions to Dr. Edwards, for so satisfactorily per-
forming his task, and furnishing it with such a
body of facts, and such a vast number of experi-
ments, in illustration and confirmation of his
views. —Prop. Jour.

8. Pror. HORNER'S NECROLO-
GICAL NOTICE OF DR. P. S.
PHYSICK ; Delivered before the
American Philos. Socciety, May 4,
1838. 32 pages.

9, ESSAYS ON PHYSIOLOGY
AND HYGIENE ; 250 pp., viz:

I. REID’S EXPERIMENTAL IN-
VESTIGATION ixto e FUNC-
TIONS or THe EIGHTH PAIR
OF NERVES.

EHRENBERG'S MICROSCO-
PICAL OBSERVATIONS ox THE
BRAIN AND NERVES (witn
NUMEROUS ENGRAVINGS).

III. ON THE COMBINATION OF
MOTOR axp SENSITIVE NER-
VOUS ACTIVITY ; by Professor
StromevER, Hanover.

IV. VEGETABLE PHYSIOLOGY.

V. EXPERIMENTS ON THE
BRAIN, SPINAL MARROW,
axp NERVES, By Prof. Maves,
of Bonn (wiTH woobpcuTs).

VI. PUBLIC HYGIENE.

VII. PROGRESS or e ANATO-
MY axp PHYSIOLOGY orf THE
NERVOUS SYSTEM, bpurixe
1836, By Professor MuLLER.

VIII. VITAL STATISTICS.

10. CURIOSITIES OF MEDICAL
EXPERIENCE. Br J. G. M-
LINGEN, Surgeon to the Forces,
Member of the Medical Society of
the Ancient Faculty of Paris, ete.,
ete. 372 pages.

“ Curiosities of JMedical Erperience. By 1. G.
Mirrincex, Surgeon to the Forces, ete.  The
Author or Compiler derived the idea which
prompted him to write this work from I'Israeli’s

11.

*Curiosities of Literature:' and, in oor view"
he has made a book equally curious in its way
with that one. The heads of his chapters are
numerous and varied; and all his subjects are
treated in an agreeable and comprehensible
style to the peneral reader. The drift of the
Author. too, 18 decidedly useful. We shall en-
deavour tn give some extracts from this work.”
—JMNal. GFaz. -

11. MEDICAL CLINIC; or, Re-
ports of Medical Cases: By G.
AxpraL, Professor of the Faculty
of Medicine of Paris, ete. Con-
densed and Translated, with Obser- -
vations extracted from the Writin
of the most distinguished Medieal
Authors: By D. SeiLrax, M.D.,
ete., ete. ; containing Liseases of the
Encephalon, &2¢,, with Extracts from
Oruivier’'s Work on Diseasss of the
Spinal Cord and its Membranes.
300 pages.

**We here have the beginning of the most
complete series of cases, illustrating Pathology,
which the present age has produced. 'The Au-
thor i one of the Professors of the Faculty of
Medicine of Paris, and physician 1o a large hos-
pital, and has diﬁplﬂ.}’ﬂﬂ an amount of industey
in ohserving amd reporting cases of dizsease,
with the appearances presented after death, of
which we have few examples in the history of
the science. Since the publication of the g{ut
work of Morgagni, * De Sedibus et Cansiz Mor-
Borum,' we have had nothing toequal it. Mono-
graphs of great merit have been put forth, by
several individuals of superior talents and ac-
guirements;- but this work embraces the dis-
eases of the head, chest and abdomen: thus
giving the history of the morbid conditions of all
the important vital organs of the animal econo-
my ; and for accurate observation and cautious
induction, aided by all the improvements of mo-
dern science, it may be regarded as unrivalled,
even of ils great precursor, the celebrated work
of Morgagni, just referred to. As a book: of re-
ference, tn assist the practitioner in disentan-
gling the intricacies of complex diseases, and af-
fording examples of the less common and more
obzeure forms of morbid action, and for explain-
ing the manner in which symptoms are pro-
dueced, and are indicative of the disease within,
it is invaluable. No more acceptable work
could be presented to his subscribers by the
Editor of the Select Library. We are pleased
to perceive, that he designs to publish all the
volumes, as speedily as he thinks it compatible
with that variety which he supposes will be
most agreeable. We are confident he eannot
complete it at too early a date."—RBalt. Chron.

12. AN ESSAY ON DEW, and several
Appearances connected with it; by
Wirriam CrHaries Werns, M.D.
F.R.8,, etc. 72 pages,

Total Number of Pages in the Library, during the Second Year, 2470.

B . i

JOURNAL DEPARTMENT.

Ix Tae ECLECTIC JOURNAL OF MEDICINE, Vou. IL., or Second Year,
HAVE BEEN PUBLISHED,

Oricinar ArTicLes on Animal M

etism, Laryngeal Phthisis, Elephantiasis,

the Use and Abuse of the Pessary, Dislocation of the Elbow Joint, Lithotripsy,
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Pneumonia Tgphuides, Excision of the Neck of the Uterus, the P]ji‘gue of
Athens, translated from the Greek of Thuoeydides; the Application of Turpen-
tine in Tetanus, Medieal Schools and Professorships, the Use of the Balsam of
Copaiba in Diseases of the Mucous Membrane of the Intestinal Canal, on an
Improved Auriscope—with engraving; the Solar Speculum—with engraving,
d&e.; and Reviews on the following \%nﬂ:s: Meigs’s Philadelphia Practice of
Midwifery ; the Medical Examiner, and other Journals; the Boylston Prize
Dissertations for 1836-7; Millingen’s Curiosities of Medical Expericnce; Popu-
lar Medicine, or Family Adviser, by Reynell Coates; Caldwell’s Vindication of
Phrenology ; Velpeau's Anatomy of Regions; Mutter's Cases of Autoplastie ;
Graham on Epidemic Diseases; Smiles on the Physical Education of Children ;
Jeanes’s Homeopathic Practice of Medicine; Ryan’s Philosophy of Marriage,
&e.; Hooker’s Essay on the Relation between the Respiratory and Circulating
Functions ; &e., &e. Digests of Brigham’s Mental gulturﬂ on Health; the
Medical Section of the British Association for the Advancement of Science ;
Quetelet on Man, and the Development of his Faculties; Oppenheim on the
State of Medicine in Turkey; Memoirs of the Royal Academy of Medicine;
Colles, Hunter, and Devergie, on the Treatment of Venereal Diseases by Mer-
eury ; Combe’s Remarks on Tiedemann’s Comparison of the Negro Brain and
Intellect with those of the European: Mitcherlich on Diuretic Medicines ;
Helm on Puerperal Diseases; Seudamore on Heat, &e., &e. Numerous Arti-
cles on Physiology, Chemistry, Pathology, Therapeuties, Midwifery, Surgery,
and Hygiene, embracing new views of diseases and modes of practice: with an
Index and Title-pare,—forming a handsome volume of near five hundred closely
printed pages; which, with the LIBRARY, amounis to near THREE
THOUSAND pages for TEN DOLLARS; containing as much matter, (and
that selected from the best authors,) as in erdinary medical works would occupy
five thousand pages, or twelve volumes.
i

- "% Tur Poblishers recommend the following order of binding the Works comprised
in the Second Year:—Plumbe on Disenses of the Skin, 1 vol.; Collins on Midwifery,
and Evanson & Maunsell on the Management and Diseases of Children, 1 vol.; Ed-
wards on Physical Agents, and Essays on Physiology and Hygiene, 1 vol.5 Millingen’s
Curiosities of Medical Experience, 1 vol.; Andral’s Clinie, with Essay on Dew, Hor-
ner's Notice of Physick, the Surgeon’s Practical Guide; Waite on the Gums, and
Treatise on the order Ranunculaces, 1 vol ; and the Eclectic Journal of Medicine,
1 vol. ;—making six uniform volumes. Subscribers sending their Numbers to as, free
of charge, can have them bound for TarEr DoLLaks

Forthcoming YWorks.

- {7 Tue THIRD YEAR of the SELECT MEDICAL LIBRARY will be
begun with the publication of Dr. WiLLiams’s Lectures on the PavsioLoey axp
Diseases oF THE Cuest. Those on the Diseases of the Lungs, including Cons
sumption, are already printed ; and those on the Heart are in press, and will,
ere long, be concluded. '

The following Original Works will be published for the first time, in the
IL_.IER.&RY; for which, expressly, most of them are in course of publieation,
vig:—

Ox tae YeELLow FeveR, as if has Appeared at Different Times in Philadelphia ;

eomprising its Pathology and Treatment, and the Stalisties of the Discase. By a
Physician of Philadelphia.
" Orruorepy : An Essay on the Congenital and Acquired Deformities of the
Human Body ; and on their Treatment, with Special Reference to the Aids de-
rived from Surgery, Mechanies, and Gymnastics, By Joseph Togno, M.D. To
be illustrated with Engravings on Wood. .

HisTory oF AMERICAN Surcery ; its Discoveries and Improvemenis. By John
R. W. Dunbar, M.D., Professor of Surgery and Surgical -Anatomy, in the Wash-
ington Medical College of Baltimore. .'{%Bhe illustrated with Engravings on Wood.
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A Pracricar Treatise on Venerean Diseases; or, a Critical an
mental Inquiry into Jnoculation, applied to the Study of these Dise
by a Therapeutic Summary and a ial Form . By Ph. Ricord, |
Surgeon to the Venereal Hospital at Paris, &ec. &ec. nslated from the F
by J. B, Biddle, M.D., of Philadelphia. L5

On the Dexcue Fever, as it appeared some years ago in the Swth-n :
By S. Henry Dickson, M.D., Professor of Institutes and Practice of Met
in the Medical College of the State of South Carolina.

Essay u%ﬂvn the Question—Is MEDICAL SCIENCE FAVOURABLE TO
By James W. Dale, M.D.

JAlso, Lecrures on Broon-LeTrTiNe. By Henry Clutterbuck, M.D. N
these Lectures, published in the London Medical Gazette, have been received,

The Publishers have also the gratification of announcing to the medical [wg 3
fession in the United States, that they will publish in the SeLect M
Lisrawry, Lectures on the Principles of Surgery by the celebrated Joun Htm ™
which has remained in manuseript until Jast year, when it was published in II.I:%
don, and a copy of which is just received. The Lectures are preceded by a new
and a full Life of Mr. Hunier, and makes with it the first volume of his complete
works, all of which have recently been arranged and edited by Mr. Palmer. It
is the intention of the publishers to introduce into the Select ﬁcﬁmi Library, at
convenient intervals, in addition to the above volume, Mr. Hunter's T'reafise on
the Teeth, with Notes by Thomas Bell, F.R.S.; and on the /nimal Economy,
with Preface and Notes, by Professor Owen, They hope to be able to present
the medical public, in uniform series, the entire works of this celebrated surgeon

and physiologist, and thus supply a hiatus so sensibly felt in medical literature.

NOTICES.

“Tue Serect Mepicar Lierary axp Ecieeric Joursar or Mepicing, edited
by John Bell, M.I). — We receive no ‘Journal’ possessing higher claims to public
confidence than this. The selection of books, thus far, for republication, has been of
the best charhicter. As far as our commendation can be of service, we bespeak for it a
liberal and extensive patronage.’—Louisville Journal of Medicine and Surgery.

“ The fourth Number of the Second Year of the Select Medical Library and Eclectic
Journal of Medicine, haz come 10 hand. During the first year, there have been pub-
lished in the latter department, 450 pages of closely printed matter, equal in amount 1o
at least one 1Imu3nnrlp pages of ordinary Bvo. medical works. The Library, amounting
to npwards of 2400 pages, contains as much matter as, in the usnal style of printing,
would amount to three thousand six hundred pages: so that there is actually given no
less than fonr thonsand six hundred pages 8vo, for ten dollars. But the large num-
her of pages for the annual cost, is not the chief recommendation of this publication.
The editor, Dr. John Bell, has made a jodicions selection from the valuable works re-
cently issued in Great Britain and France, and has furnished his subscribers with several
treatises from the pens of the first Physicians and Surgeons of the present age, * * *
New snubsciibers, we are informed, can be farnished with the works comprised in the
first year's list, bound in six handsome Bvo vols., for thirteen dollars."—Balt. Chron.,
Feb. 13, 1833.

« Sgreer Mepiear Lisnany axn Ecpecric Jounsar or Menterse—It is grati-
fying to hear that Dr. Brrr is well sustained by a substantial subscription list. Those
who are interested in the progress of medical science, in this country, must certainly
feel proud of the encrgetic measures of the conductor of that work. He evidently
Jdevotes himself with well-directed efforts to raise the standard of taste in medical litera-
ture, and demonstrates, too, hiz qualifications for the editorial department of a very
excellent periodical.”"— Boston Med. and Surg. Journal.

« The Select Medical Library and Eclectic Journal of Medicine. edited by Jonx
Brrr, M.D., &c. is published in Philadelphia, and opens to the medical reader a pri-
vilege of usefulness and cconomy rarely met with; and of which they are, at the south
at least, not fully aware. Will not southern practitioners and students embrace the
econuomy for making the best accessions to their libraries 1"—Ed. Southern Medical
and Surgical Journel.
























6 _FREF&GE.

I have given all the attention in my power to historical and descrip-
tive details under every different head. - :
On referring to the works of French authors we are struck with
the influences which diet, and regimen, and habits of life have in
regulating the degrees of violence of cutaneous disease. As regards
the midd%e and higher classes of the two countries, it would appear
that the French have the advantage over the Epglish: most certainly
they are not so frequently the victims of those troublesome, annoy-
ing, and unsightly affections as ourselves. Nor is this difference
more difficult of explanation than that which is manifested between
such diseases of the poor of the two countries. If the aggravated
sufferings of the poor of the continent depend on starvation or the
alternative of using disgusting and unhealthy food, the more fortu-
nate of their countrymen enjoy, perhan, all that is necessary to
health without attaining that degree of repletion which so often
gives occasion to disease among their equals in this country. It
must be highly satisfactory to the philosophic observer to perceive
that the habits of all but the very lower classes in England have
been, for many years, approximating to those of our continental

U
more widely separated from the reality, as the diseases are seen in England, than
the illustrations themselves. * J’ai recueilli,” says M. Alibert, 4 I’hopital
Saint Louis D'observation snivante sur deux petites filles, Virginie et Julie
Calandini, Italiennes d'origine. L’une avoit atteint sa septiéme annee, I'autre
sa cinquiéme. Klles jouissoient d’une constitution trés-forte, ainsi que leurs
parens. Lorqu’on nous apporta ces deux enfans, leur téte étoit couverte de
tubercules faveux eirculaires,d’une couleur trésjaune, creusés en godet dans leur
milieu, offrant des bords proéminens, tels en un mot, que nous venons de les
décrire dans le cas précedent. On observoit une régularité parfaite dans les
tubercules ; mais la plupart d’entre eux étoient cohérens et disposés par plaques
sur le cuir chevelu. Au milieu de cette masse crolteuse, devenue informe dans
quelques endroits de la téte, par les progrés de la maladie, on appercevoit des
sillons et des crevasses d’une profondeur considérable. Le cuir chevelu y étoit
sanguinolent et presque détruit par 1'effet terrible de 1'uleération existante. I1
{Iawit_des croiites brisées qui tomboient en petits grains au travers des ﬂh(ﬂpﬁ

ais il est surtout impossible de dire quelle quantité de poux infestoit la téte de
ces deux malheureux enfans. Ces animaleules dévorans etoient cachés en nombre
infini sous les crofites; ils excitoient un pruit intolérable. Cette érupti'nn_ﬂi-
oiitante exhaloit en outre une odeur de souris difficile 4 supporter. Au surplus,
a Teigne dont il s’agit, n’avoit pas seulement son siége dans le cuir chevelu.
Il est d remarquer que les deux seeurs avoient des plaques faveuses dans des
parties absolument ana’ln%'ues du reste du eorps, comme aux soureils, aux tempes,
au ll“ des épaules, aux lombes, sur la région du sacrum, 4 la partie externe et
guperieure des cuisses, 4 la partie moyenne des jambes.*
illocks of accumulated filthy seeretions, rising an inch or two above the
surface of the scalp, attached at their bases to the hair, while the more superficial
part having become dried to the extent of resembling rotten mortar, split on the
vertex and sides of the head into parts, forming huge chasms, in and round about -
which are seen myriads of crawling vermin, giving, by their movements, motion
to the half-detached parts, are the predominant features of other cases deseribed
by these authors, the odour being as disgusting as the sight. This is not by any
means an extreme case selected to confirm my opinion, there are other instances
equally striking to be found elsewhere. .



PREFACE. 7

%

brethren. Those indubitable evidences of * good fellowship,”
bloteched and bloated countenances and * Bardolph *’ noses, are be-
coming extinct among the English almost as fast as the seams and
pits of another pest of the human race—that of the small-pox.

The portion of the field of medical science to which the following

ages refer has been taken possession of, to a considerable extent,
the translations from French authors (these having benefited
largely by the labours of Willan and Bateman, and others of our
countrymen.) Now it is evident that I should have too much to do,
consistent with the space I have allotted for this work, to place the
pretensions of English practitioners and’ students of this class of
diseases, in every individual instance, on their proper and merited
footing, and yet it is a duty which I cannot altogether overlook.
The fact is unquestionable, that our countryman Willan lead the way
in opening this part of the science to the world. His recorded
Facts and his published Illustrations being of origin and date ante-
cedent to that of the French school by several years. There have
been numerous English contributors too, to the fund of information
on these subjects ; and it is not a day of triumph to English practi-
tioners when, in the study of these diseases, they are expected to
peruse the works of continental authors in preference to those of
their countrymen, under an unfounded assumption that they are
more valuable and instructive than those of the latter.

There are two curious points of evidence affecting this question.

First, there has been for years, in a work published in the French
capital, purporting to be largely occupied by descriptions of itsf:mblic
institutions, an uncontradicted statement, that though the hospital of
St. Louis is dedicated to the reception and treatment of cutaneous
diseases, furnished with baths and “all appliances and means to
boot,”’ yet the treatment adopted there is not found more successful
than that adopted elsewhere under less favourable circumstanees.
Secondly, in that very institution, the treatment of a very large
portion is surrendered by the physicians and surgeons into the hands
of secret nostrum-mongers.

- The study of cutaneous diseases, after having been nearly neglected
fnﬁiﬂany years, appears suddenly to have become a favourite one,
particularly in France. '

The splendid Tableaux of Alibert in folio retained for some
time full possession of the field, as the best representations of
them. The expense of the experiment, however, seems to have
deterred his cotemporaries from eompeting with him, except in the
form of unadorned, detached essays and treatises, and very inferiorly
executed engravings. Among the most distinguished of the latter
was Rayer, who, in 1826, published his work in octavo, with badly
executed engravings, manifestly copies to a considerable extent of
those of certain English authors. This work having been noticed
‘with praise by one or two teachers of medicine and surgery in their
lectures in London was speedily translated by a young English
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that the separated cuticle ought to be just as porous as in its natural
state with its natural connexions, infers that it cannot be by a porous
tructure that perspiration or inhalation is effected. {

“Pressed by this difficulty,” said he, “ I began an examination
of both surfaces of the cuticle, the exterior and the interior.”

Duly considering the different duties of the two surfaces, the ex-
ternal being an insensible and hard defence against external injury,
the other destined to lay in soft contact with the highly sensible sur-
face of the cutis, he separated the cuticle of different parts of the body
from the cutis, and laid it in the field of a microscope magnifying
one hundred and forty times, hoping to detect the pores; and failing
in that, he diseovered *‘ an infinite number of minute velamina, re-
gularly arranged, of exquisite tenuity, presenting a follicular appear-
ance, and separated from each other by bands of a thicker structure,
crossing and intersecting them so as to render them distinet.”?

Now it is just as possible that the appearance of these said vela-
mina was produced by the act of separation of the cuticle from the
cutis, as that any original organization or formation of the kind ex-
isted ; and whether the perspiration passed through pores or through
a strueture like that described by Mr. Chevalier, it is quite clear that
either of such structures must have been destroyed by the degree of
force necessary to break the connexion existing between the cutis
and cuticle, even under the most favourable eircumstances and most
careful management.

Nevertheless he expressed his conviction that the terminal vessels
of the cutaneous apparatus are lodged in these velamina : that “ %o
long as the vessels maintain a vital connexion with them, they trans-
mit their secretion through them as through a bibulous and exqui-
sitely hygrometrical covering of the finest delicacy and perfection,
while through the same medium, and dependent on subjacent tubes
taking a eontrary course inwards, absorption is carried on to a great
but less certain extent and continuity.” If such an apparatus as this
be really in existence, it amply accounts for the failure of other ana-
tomists in discovering pores or holes for the transmission of the se-
eretions of the perspiratory organ to the surface of the cuticle. It
appears to me that so ]ung as it is necessary to separate the supposed
layers of the cutaneous covering from each other, and subject them
to inquiries made through a microscope, we have little chanee of
adding to our anotomical or physiological knowledge of either.

MM. Breschet and Roussel de Vauzeme appear to have prosecuted
very industriously and philosophieally a lengthened inquiry inte
the structure and functions of the skin. These gentlemen agreed to
designate by the name of epidermis the entire corneous substance
which invested the cutis. “This epidermic matter,’” they say, “is
applied on the cutis in the same manuer as 2 mask of liquid plaster
with which it is usual to cover the face of a person when modelled,
and which becomes adapted to the inequalities of this surface.” The
comparison is well founded. The feetus in utero has no sooner ob-
tained shape and form, than it has obtained a cuticle modelled on

' c 2
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the form and fitted to all the flexures of the cutis; and from this pe-
riod the wear and tear of the cuticle, and supply by new formation
begins and continues through life, the surface exfoliating in the
form of scurf in a proportion equal to that of its re-production by
the vessels of the cutis when the process is not interfered with by
disease or disordered action. 2 J

Following the example of Breschet and Roussel de Vauzeme in
reasoning from analogous structures, we find in the hoof of the horse
an illustration of our subject. Experiments instituted some time
since afforded the following results.

An aged horse, with the disease termed sanderack, was selected,
which, under the care of an experienced veterinarian, promised to
afford satisfactory results as to the cure. This disease of, or rather
mechanical injury to, the hoof, appears to have “obtained its name
from the crack or fissure in the hoof being usually found partially
filled by sand or other extraneous matter. It isan injury under any
circumstances producing lameness and much inflammatory action.
The fissure emits, generally, an abundant discharge, in which is
usually found flakes of a curdy consistence apparently half dissolved.
The treatment found to be most successful consists of paring dewn
the edges of the fissure to the sensible parts—of freely eutting away
even to the extent of producing a discharge of blood. The flakesin
question were evidently composed of ill-formed horn, generated by.
the sensible structure intervening between the hoof and coffin bone
in a highly irritated state, and the eause of that irritation was as evi-
dently the motion of the broken insensible edges of the fissure of
the hoof. Fungous granulations were found to spring up notwith=
standing the excision of the horny edges, if merely simple dressings
were employed ; but where pressure was had recourse to by means
of pledgets and bandages, the discharge ceased, and the bottom of
the chasm became speedily covered by a thin film ef horn, in all
respects similar to that of the original substance of the hoef. The
existence of a rete mucosum covering fungous granulations eould not
in such a case be believed: the new horny structure must have been
produced by the direct agency of the sensible structure. The results
obtained were found exactly to carrespond in other cases in which

T

the experiment was made. 3
In former editions of this work I had uniformly expressed my dis-
belief of the existence of a rete mucosum, separate and distinet from
either the cutis or cuticle, or as the peculiar de'ﬁnsit of the eolourin
: wgr of the skin as altached to or forming a part of either. - Such
idence as I could adduce, however, seemed to be rather of a nega-
tive than pesitive character. I could neither trace it in the human

race or ;I other species of animal, of whatever complexion or co-

lour of the hair. Its existence had been doubted by several anatom-
ists of 1 :—;ﬁ'ut it was described, and still continues to be described,
though not demensirated by teachers, in our schools. It is, more-

over, said to be shown in a variety of preparations in the museum
of the College of Surgeons. Besides all this, there was the authority

&
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of Malpighi for its existence ; the quentmn has however now, I
think, been set at rest by the report of MM. Breschet and Roussel
de Vauzeme.™

As these gentlemen’s views cannot be out of place here, I may
submit a brief summary of them.

Their inquiries seem to have been conducted under circumstances
exceedingly favourable, and the results are likely to carry convie-
tion to all who have confidence in the powers of the microscope, and
belief in the existenceof unifnrm]}ranafngous structures in the organs
of animals having similar offices with those similarly designated in
man. To have geen defeated ourselves in arriving at satisfactory
conelusions by measures of the same nature as those employed by
others, is no reason why we should withhold confidence from them,
when, as I must confess is the case in these gentlemen’s inquiries,
they produce reasonable evidence of their success. They appear,
moreover, to have entered the field with the utmost caution, distrust-
ing the microscope, and confessing that they were often deceived
by it,—a fact which entitles them to much more confidence than is
due to the professed and sanguine microscopist, who is but too apt
to deal with illusions as realities.

The skin of the whale and other cetacea appears to have been
rendered largely instrumental, in thisinquiry, to the establishment of
the opinions now prumulgated by MM. B. and R., and, doubtless,
comparative anatomy generally, as regards the structures in questiomn,
has been scientifically and liberally drawn upon.

The results of these i inquiries, they say, leads them to eonsider the
skin as formed of six constituent parts.

- 1. The dermis. A cellular canvas, dense, fibrous, enveloping and
protecting the ecapillary blood-vessels, the lymphatics, the nervous
filaments, and the parenchyma of other organs contained in its
substance.
2. The papill. The organ of touch, termination of the nervous
system, developed under the form of nipples, slightly inclined, ter-
minating in blunt points, concealed under several envelﬂpes In
the whale, the summits, or pmnts, are ulwe furmed, while in man
they are conical. 2

3. The perspiratory apparatus. The urg&ns of secretion and ex-
cretion of perspiration. = It is composed of a glandular parenchyma
and the sodoriferous canals.

The parenchymous, or secretory organ, is seated in the dermis,
and from it arises the excretory canals, spirally shaped, and taking
their course ebliquely, passing hetween the pap;llm, and termmatjng
on the surface of the cuticle.

4. The apparatus of inhalation, or abaurh%nt %nals. These canals
resemble lymphatics, they are s:tuateﬂ in the eorneous substance or
mucous body which forms the bed of the external dry cuticle, for
the latter is dependent on the former forits produetion and support.
These mhalEnt ?emelu do not appear to have open muuths on the

'ﬁmv&lﬂ Rachemhm sur la Structure de la Faau Pn:m, 1835.
W
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surface, but seem to originate in the form of a cul-de-sac, or m_mfll
round protuberance ; all else is unsatisfactory as regards their origin
on the surface. At their opposite extremity they communicate
with and terminate in a net-work of vessels, composed of an inter-
mixture of lymphatics and veins,

5. The apparatus producing the mucous matter.—Composed, 1stly,
of a glandular parenchyma, or organ of seeretion, situated in the
substance of the dermis; 2dly, of excretory canals originating in
that structure, and depositing the mucous matter among the papille

before described. ;
6. The apparatus producing the colouring matter, or “ appareil’

chromatogéne.””—Composed of a glandulous parenchyma, situated a 4
little more deeply than the papille. The excretory ducts passing
from this structure terminate under the cuticle amidst the papille. |
The excretory vessels of the organ of the colouring matter distribute
that secretion over the surface of the dermis and its papillz, and this
being mixed with the mucous secretion before described, seems to
have led to the mistake of Malpighi, “De ce mélange resulte le
prétendu corps reticulaire de Malpighi et ’épiderme ou cuticle.””*
This complicated and minute apparatus, if it really be in existence,
(and that it is, or at least something resembling it, is rendered mani-
fest to the naked eye in a variety of ways by its productions and "
effects,) must necessarily be subject to an infinity of derangements,
Disturbance in its movements, even in the slightest degree, would &
priori be expected to be followed by some external signs or devia-
tions from health on the cuticle, the joint production of, and neces-
sary part of the whole. y
The question as to the manner in which the cuticle is produced or
secreted appears to be settled. It is formed by the gradual adhe-
sion to, and union with its inner surface, of the mucous seeretion
described as poured out amidst the papille, which becoming gra-
dually dry and hardened by the action of the absorbents in depriving
it of its fluid parts, assisted probably by evaporation from the surface,
assimilates itself to, and becomes identified with this structure,
supplying it from time to time with new substance proportioned in
quantity to the necessities of the cuticle in all parts of the body.
- MDM. Breschet and Roussel de Vauzeme selected the skin of the
heel posterior to the plantar arch for particular inquiry, on account
of the thickness of the skin and corneous tissue affording a develop-
ment most favourable to the study of the subject, availing themselves
of the advantages of comparing it with similar structures in other
animals at the same time. It must remain for the reader to decide
what degree of confidence may be placed in microscopic examina-
tions of a part so differently situated from all other portions of the
cutaneous structure. The heel, it should be remembered, in the
natural erect position of the body, sustains by far the greatest degree
of pressure, and nature may in its wisdom have provided to meet
exigences arising out of this circumstance, an appmgl_a very different

* Breschet and Roussel.
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from that of other parts. Perhaps, therefore, we ought not to
take the structure of the skin of the heel as a fac simile of the
whole? .

The reception of the whole of the report in question, as composed
of indisputable fact, is,I must confess, rather too much to be expected
by our continental brethren from us at present. True it is that the
reporters pursued their inquiries under the eyes of a large portion
of their scientific cotemporaries, and secured the confidence of the
latter ; but it is equally true that Mr. Chevalier, in a somewhat
similar position,pursued his investigations here, andarrived at results
‘so different, as to leave no doubt that either he or MM. Breschet
and his confitre must have been deceived by their microscopes.

The object before me, however, being in as briefl a manner as
possible to notice the organization of the skin as connected with or
influencing the character of its diseases, it remains for me to remind
the reader that, in addition to the complicated and beautifully repre-
sented structures placed with the unpresuming character of copies
before him, there is, First,—the apparatus secreting the hair. Se-
condly, the cutaneous or sebaceous follicles, each of which are too
frequently connected with the more formidable diseases of the skin
to deserve secondary consideration.

The representations in the engraving of these two structures have
not been copied from any other author, they have been drawn with
the assistance of the microscope with the utmost care. I believe they
are correct representations of the mode in which the hair and follicles
derive their support from the blood-vessels destined to supply them.

We have then to consider this vastly complicated structure as
being the seat of or involved in the duties of no less than seven or
eight different functions,

. The sudatory pores, or hydrophorous canals.

The papillary structure, the seat of the senses of taste and touch.
The absorbent or lymphatic vessels.

The structure secreting the colouring matter.

The organs producing the germ of the cuticle.

The sebaceous follicles. _

7. As perforated by, and lending its assistance in the growth and
nourishment of the.hair.

These are all things which we must deal with as realities, because
we have the best evidence of their existence in their products, and
the obvious necessity for them inthe animal economy. The forms
and figures of the different organs under the eye of the microscopist,
is perhaps of little importance; but the pathologist must plainly per-
ceive that here is a structure so complicated,—with so many duties
to perform, and so dependent on the healthy ﬁ'furmaqce of internal
and vital organs, as to leave no doubt that neither local applications
nor internal remedies are to be exclusively relied on in treating the
diseases of theskin, whether they wear an active or chronic chgw
The ahsence of prominent features of general good health justifies
dependence on internal remedies no more than their presence jus-
tifies dependence on merely local remedies ; comprehensive views
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26 PLUMBE ON DISEASES OF THE SKIN.

must be taken by all professional men who hope to treat cutaneous
diseases successfully ; and although the application of caustic in its
different forms in some of the more formidable of these diseases in
our hospitals, has obtained a reputation, and I may almost say estab-
lished a praetise by its success, the surgeon has been often deluded
by neglecting to consider how differently his patient is situated in
the wards of that hospital, and under control as to diet, &c. from that
when he was first admitted to its advantages.

If there be any truth in the representations of the structure of the
skin we have before us, there is obvious risk of doing harm by the
undiscriminating use of any particular application, not even except-
ing the warm bath. Simple as that is in its operation, and beneficial
as it undoubtedly is in all those cutaneous diseases which wear an
active character, it is still an instrument of great mischief where the
energy of the circulation has been diminished. On the other hand,
looking to the complicated organic structure of the skin, what is to
be expected from caustic and stimulating applications when the habit
of the patient is full? The answer to this query is soon afforded to
the practitioner who is tempted to rely on them.

I am of opinion that the variation of form of cutaneous disease is
produced by the derangement, more or less, of certain portions of
the cutaneous apparatus. Now the application of stimulants and
caustics deranges all these, and therefore generally lessens our
chance of success, because, although we may be acting beneficially
on one, we are probably exciting and disordering another. Unless
indeed we make up our minds to destroy the original structure
entirely, and draw largely on the powers of nature to replace it by
new ; stimulants and caustics are rarely justifiable, and even then
comes again with redoubled force the consideration of those powers,
or in other words, of the general health, Is the latter manifestly
such as to justify the destruction of a part of the surface, the seat of
long-standing disease, with the expectation mentioned ? I believe
this question will seldom admit of being answered in the affirmative.

In any such cases as it has been customary to use these agents,
such, for instance, as those denominated lupus, or the knawing uleer,
a large portion of the cases of which are of scrofulous, or other he-
reditary origin, and few or none co-existent with an ordinarily
healthy state of the constitution, it is impossible to take measures
of this kind, and call it less than a mere experiment ; and if is
seldom that the skin remains long the seat of serious derange-
ment where there is no deviation from health in what we are
accustomed fo consider more vital organs.

I have availed myself largely of the labours of MM. Breschet
and Roussel de Vauzeme,in the following illustrations of the anatomy
of the skin and its funetions : indeed, with the exception of the ﬁgureii
11 and 12, it 1s but fair to repeat that I have selected them from
the engravings of these authors ?* An inquiry conducted as theirs

* Nouvelles Recherches sur la Struetore de la Peau, par M. G. Breschet,

Docteur en Medicine, &c. et M. Roussel de Vauzeme, Paris, 1835. Extrait des
Annales des Sciences Naturelles. -
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4, ﬁn the influence of internal mafignm‘?‘ diseases on those
of the skin. : !

It has happened to me to trace the conjoint progress of these
diseases in a variety of instances, and so uniform have been the
rvesults, as to lead me to speak with some confidence as regards prog-
nosis whenever they may be found coexistent. The result is almost
always fatal, for if the cutaneous affection happens to arrive at posi-
tive ulceration of the cutis, however superficial that may be, healthy
cicatrization scarcely ever takes place. On the contrary, as the
internal disease advances, the superficial ulceration spreads; not
however after the mode of common sores, but showing from time
to time little points of new cuticle, promising a satisfactory though
slow cicatrization ; these will increase in extent for a day or two,
and give rise to sanguine hopes ; but on the third morning, perhaps
on examining the sore, vou find all vestige of them gone, while the
absorbents have been busy excavating the surrounding cutis, and
the whole surface of the sore exhibits a glossy languid appearance
and discharges a thin transparent sanies. Females in the better
walks of life, of light complexion, and very abstemious habits, con-
stitute the majority of such cases as I have had the misfortune to see.

It has been customary to eonsider the superficial sore under these
eircumstances, as identical in character with the internal disease,
and that the more malignant the latter may be, the stronger the
presumed identity. That this view of the case is however errone-
ous, I am led with confidence to believe, first, by the existence of
the organic disease for a considerable period, antecedent to the cuta-
neous sore (which has been in two cases, which I have seen the
result of a mere scratch); secondly, by a better explanation offerin
itsell of its intractability and indisposition to heal in the coldness
and pallor of the cutaneous surface on which it is situated ; and
thirdly, by the absence of any signs of enlargement or disease in
the absorbent glands adjacent to the ulcer on the skin, of however
long standing the disease may be.

Abdominal tumours, of a malignant nature, have gone through
their progress to the destraction of life, and an unhealthy sore of
the kind deseribed, in the course of years, only destroying the cheek,
has never been accompanied by disease of the neighbouring glands.

I have ascertained, in other cases of similar nature to those des-
eribed, that a little pimple on the skin of the face has been seratched,
and thus given origin to the sore on the face, but the skin having
been thus once broken, no other pimples appeared, the sore scabbed
once or twice, and then the languid deceptive sore showed itself,
and spread from time to time as the constitutional debility conse~
quent on the internal disease increased.

Still there is a difference between the sore of mere constitutional
debility and the preceding. In cases of lepra, where, as I shall
hereafter be able to show, great deficiency of tone in the vessels of the
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mon in medicine) off-hand treatment, unless there be reason to
apprehend that internal organic. disease really exists or is threatened,
It is seldom indeed, under such circumstances, that diseases of the
skin are of more than secondary importance, and hence the general
position I have endeavoured to lay down, of eonsidering them in
all their parts and characteristics in conjunction with the state of
- constitution of the patient.

When, therefore, there is no reason to suspect the integrity of
any vital organ, I apprehend nothing, in the form of mischief may
be expected if the skin disease be got rid of at once, whether by
external applications or internal medicines. The doctrine of the
humoral pathology has supported and still continues to support a
contrary notion, but I believe it to be entirely fallacious ; and I
have never found cause to regret having acted on that opinion.

That cases often occur of very extensive disease, and of a most
active kind, where no internal disorder exists, I could afford abundant
proofs of, and of the general results of such cases in perfect recovery.
Common prudence would direct the praetitioner to inquire as to
the habits of life of the patient ; of the then existing state of the
sanguineous system : he would reduce the diet, use reducing aperi-
ents, or even abstract blood if he had to deal with a ease of impetigo
of many months’ duration, oceupying the whole surface of the
lower extremities in a man disposed to indulgence and corpulency ;
but he need not be afraid of curing such disease after he had taken
such precautions.

Diseases of the skin, accompanied by manifest marks of reple-
tion of the system, particularly if of an active character, such as
impetigo, can only be treated safely by preliminary steps of a deple-
ting character, and the necessity of such steps are generally suffi-
ciently manifest. It is necessary to make room in the sanguineous
system for the increased quantity of blood which the suppression
of the discharge from the surface throws upon it ; but that provision
being made, and provided no vital organ has deviated from the
healthy state, the cure of the external affection may be proceeded
with in safety.

Baron Alibert has expressed strong opinions on this subject, and
appears to have been almost an unreserved subscriber to the notion,
that danger is often an attendant on the cure of cutaneous disease,
Many other authors have insisted on it in the strongest terms ; and
one of the most able and experienced physicians in London has
only lately declared that the cure of common itch has been, in sev-
eral instances, followed by a fatal result.

Nevertheless I am compelled to withhold my belief in the existence
of any such danger, in any case where no vital organ has suffered
from long-continued derangement or actual disease. It appears to

me that a well grounded fear of removing superficial disease must
be constituted only of |

suspicion of existing ¢
of the sanguineous sy

[

yesitive knowledge, or at least reasonable
ease of vital organs, or of a state of repletion
‘ ~ In the first case it cannot be wise to
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sup%ress a long-standing inflammatory affection of the surface, with-
out substituting some analogous counter-irritant for it ; in the second,
it is generally easy to make the necessary degree of preparation.
There are many affections of the surface which will preserve their
inflammatory character for years, while internal organic disease is
advancing. When the latter approaches its destructive termination,
these seem to disappear suddenly. The pathologist is able to explain
this circumstance ; but the ignorant witnesses are but too apt to
confound cause with effect. Thus, young persons who die victims
to phthisis, who perhaps having been anxious about their complexion
and personal appearance, have had recourse to some fancied deter-
gent nostrums or other means, are very often considered as obstinate,
though unconscious suicides.

There must be a weak part in some vital organ, to justify the
medical practitioner in abstaining from the free exercise of his art
in the cure of cutaneous disease ; for though the latter does not often
endanger, it very commonly embitters the life of the patient, and
becomes gradually the cause of bodily and mental decay.

The reputed influence of baths of certain kinds in the cure of
diseases of the skin |

Medicated Baths.—It is but fair to persons who have laboured to
bring baths of this description into use in England, to say that they
have succeeded in offering to the profession and the public, a pro-
mise likely to be redeemed, of their powerful agency in the
cure of certain kinds of disease ; but there must be further time
for their fair trial. With the exception of one particular dis-
ease of the skin, however, I have had many reasons for withholding
my confidence in them as regards this class of affections; and, to be
brief, the result of my experience only leads me to depend on the
sulphur vapour bath in cases of lepra and psoriasis. In such cases
again the instrument is sometimes worse than inert, if the state of
constitution be not attended to with the utmost care. Lepra is
certainly a disease of which debility of system is the most promi-
nent feature. 'When combined with a scorbutic diathesis, wearing
the character of the lepra nigricans of Willan, the discipline of the
hot sulphur vapour bath is capable of doing very serious mischief,
and it has often happened to me to witness the degeneration of the
dark scaly spots into actual uleeration and extensive sores, by the
injudicious and too frequent use of it. The weakened state of a
patient unfitted him,in the case to which I shall refer more particu-
larly hereafter, as an illustration of many others, to bear the drain
of perspiration, and increased his general debility, and his life had
been nearly sacrificed.

When, however, the chronic affections, designated lepra and
psoriasis, do not yield to constitutional remedies directed towards
the invigoration of the system, the bath in question is often a colla-
teral agent of great power. It gives tone to the debilitated vessels
of the cutis, while it diminishes their irritability,



INFLUENCE OF MINERAL WATERS. \ ;ﬁ{}
Beyond this, none of these so much lauded and advertised baths
have proved of any more utility in diseases of the surface, than the
common warm water bath, if followed by a ]j"%-frintion with the

towel, k
" o

\I F
Of the influence of mineral waters exhibited internally over
cutaneous diseases.

The reputation of these waters is of ancient origin, but there is
reason to believe that the statements of their miraculous power here
and there to be found, are for the most part entirely fabulous. Itis
easy to perceive that the anxious and ever-toiling man of business,
from the eastern parts of London and the city, will be in the course
of many months of exertion as liable to feel some depreciation of his
bodily, as well as mental powers, as persons of fashion who waste their
time in heated rooms, over the luxuries of the table ; or those who
spend half their nights engaged in their duties as senators. All
alike in this busy scene, are for the larger part of the year drawing
largely on the powers of their constitutions, and returning little in
the shape of occasional relaxation to make up for the wear and tear
so constantly going on. Hence ill health or simple debility, or other
deviations from the natural condition of the system supervene after
a long season of exertion and a hot summer.

Of those deviations from health which we find thus originating,
diseases of the skin form no inconsiderable portion. Debility is the
characteristic of a very large portion of these, while repletion and
disorder of the digestive organs arising from irregular habits give
occasion to many others. Now entire relaxation from the toils and
cares of business, hurried meals in a close atmosphere, abolished ;
substituting for them leisurely enjoyed meals in an open and healthy
air, and add to these, quiet and peace of mind! Here is enough to
account for many of those changes which the invalid experiences in
going to our highly-extolled watering-places. Itis to the change of
habits and the change of air—the comparatively quiet mode of life
—the absence of the accustomed exhaustion of either the animal or
mental powers, that he is indebted, far more than to any medicinal
effect of the waters, for his recovery. A

The hjstory of almost all our walering—;ﬁ'&ces, show that the
worldly philosophers who obtained for them the notice they have
enjoyed, had far clearer sighted notions as to their value than the
invalid who drank, in his faith, to obtain a cure for disease! Far
be it from me, however, to say that a// are inert as regards disease of
the surface. On the contrary, I consider that as collateral agents
several of them are extremely useful. A

I have made a special allusion to them individually, where I have
had reason to believe the disease under discussion has been benefi-

cially influenced by M?ﬁ,m different chapters of the following
|

work. It is not ne%eﬂ ere to put forward more than one or
two general propositions.
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&c. and this classification was much superior to all that had been
published previously.”” A classification of the external and ever-

changing forms of the accumulated secretion of disease on the surface

—one day a pimple, the next a vesicle, on the third a scab, or crust,
the fourth a falling scale, the fifth a red spot! This might have
served the purpose at the time for want of a better, but to
nounce it a better classification than one founded, whether with solid
foundation or not, by its originators, on etiology, or the causes
external and internal, of the eutaneous disease, would be manifestly
absurd ? There was a grand and fundamental error committed
Plenck, and imitated by Willan and Bateman, Alibert, Rayer, and
others, in classing cutaneous disease in the manner mentioned. Their
nomenclature may and must stand for a time, but the principle of
their classification is manifestly deficient.

These remarks, or as some may call them, assertions, have been
made advisedly, and to serve the purpose, not merely of introducing,
but again advoeating the cause of a classification which, if it may be
considered fitted for nothing else, is fitted for the illustration of !:z
own opinions and practice as to the treatment of disease, in the fi
lowing pages. It is a classification founded on due consideration
of the anatomy and physiological funetions of the skin, and the

.

influence of certain conditions of the constitution in giving originto

them, in determining their external character and progress, and
distinetly declaring itself independent of the divisions of Willan and
Bateman, founded merely on the external characters of the disease,
or the notions of Rayer. The latter says, “that Willan confines
himself to the consideration of the external appearancesof cutaneous
disease, while he himself has taken as his basis the conformation, the
structure, and phenomena of the alterations.’”” Now if the results
of practical inquiry shall arrive at the positive establishment of the
etiology of disease, what is the claim of the “ structure and pheno-
mena of alterations,” to form the basis of classification ? To know
the cause is surely to know more towards its successful treatment,
than the practice of the eye on the ever-varying forms of external
morbid secretions can ever promise ?

It is impossible to fail to notice in the classification of Willan and
Bateman, the adoration of precedent in their adoption of Plenck’s
arrangement as a starting point. Willan could have known little
indeed, practically, of the subject, when he first began to direct his
attention to it, even as an author ; and it is really surprising that he
did not at the commencement see the great and fundamental defi-
ciencies of that system. Many yearssince, when first directing my
particular attention to this branch of medical science, it was apparent
that no better guide could be found than afforded by their works.
In point of fact, nothing else of value did really exist in print,
either as regarded description, pathology, or methods of treatment
and a very large portion of these diseases were surrendered to the
management of empirics and old women, almost as a matter of
course, before Willan’s publication appeared. Indeed, to say the
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called for, and was followed, in conjunction with the local manage-
ment detailed, by pretty uniformly successful results. The hlm :
of the patient usually disclosed a disposition to voracity, with little -
anxiety at any time by what species of food gratification was to be
obtained. A furred, yellow tongue, offensive breath, frequent heat
and feverishness, with considerable languor at intervals, and irrn-:g'i{
larity of bowels, seemed to have been the consequences, which,
however, with the exception of some debility, were gpeedllytm
moved by a short alterative course of medicine, and a strict attention
to diet. A plethoric state of system, with a generally healthy
eondition, is, I believe, incompatible with this form of disease
altogether. :
Sometimes the extent of the mischiefs of follicular obstruetion
and inflammation is confined to the tip of the nose, producing a con-
siderable enlargement of these parts ; and, perhaps, of all deviations
from health to which the human frame is liable, this is one which
obtains the least commiseration, The general impression is, that it
is the offspring of what is commonly called good living, and in the
only case which I have met with, where hard drinking did not form
a part of the habits of the patient, an extraordinary appetite, not
the most delicate kind, was well known to exist. '
It would not appear to deserve a separate consideration from the
preceding, but from the circumstance of its limited extent and
constant dependence on the habits alluded to. From the latter fact,
it has been frequently considered an indication of diseased liver;
affections of this organ, however, of a tuberculated character, the
known usual consequence of dram-drinking, are by far me
quently unaccompanied with the slightest disposition to this def
ty; while persons in the possession of what they consider unimj
health, enjoying better appetites for food, and exhibiting fewer
indications of general disorder than falls to the lot of those who,
labour under hepatic derangement, generally become the subjects
of its most aggravated forms. It is a state of the disease, moreover,
rarely indeed seen in that class of society where indulgence in the
use of spirituous liquors to the most deleterious extent is quite
;:Dlgmun, to the exclusion of necessary portions of good animal
The chronic inflammatory redness and enlargement of the nose,
which constitutes the state of acne rosacea, the affection under con-
sideration, is always the result of repeated attacks, or of long eon-
tinuation of the obstructed state of the follicles, the direct exeiting
cause being an overloaded state of the stomach, and frequent exces-
sive and general excitement of the digestive organs. There seems to
be a satisfactory explanation of the disease being first found to attack
the nose, in the fact, that the follicles are here very thickly distri-
buted, while it is more exposed to the chilling effects of cold, and
consequently more fre&uent]}r to the eflects of reaction ; constant
checks being thereby afforded to the healthy progress of suppuration,
as well as means of increasing and extending the inflammation,

-




¥ .
e ACNE. : 59

From the operation of these causes, collections of matter, equal
in extent to the space occupied by three or four follicles, are fre-
quently concealed under a smooth red tubercle for weeks; its
existence under such tubercle not being suspected. As the disease
advances, and the exciling causes arising out of the habits of the
subject are still kept up, others are formed in the same way, which,
now and then, as in the ecommon indurated state, proceed to suppu-
ration, leaving half the dimensions of the tubercle existing, which,
perhaps, never is entirely removed by the absorbents.

From the protracted duration of the complaint, and the succession
of the phenomena detailed, in every part of the tip and ale nasi,
the irregular tuberculated nose is at length fully formed, and every
thing li%u: follicular organization is completely destroyed. The
usual secretions of the part are thus prevented, and, consequently,
the turgescence is increased, and confirmed chronic inflammation
takes place, which nothing but a plan of living diametrically opposed
to that previously followed, affords any hope of removin%.

minute examination of the spot, when the disease first makes
its appearance, will usually enable us to detect a state of parts where
the puncture of a lancet is called for ; minute collections of matter
may be in this way discharged from the centre of apparently inci-
pient tubercles, and the thickening of the skin will often in this state
rapidly disappear, if purgatives to a small extent and attention to
diet are had recourse to at the same time.

Emollient applications may be employed with advantage for

- some time after ; and when the florid redness begins to be followed
by marks of diminished energy in the vessels of the parts, the
- stimulant plan may be adopted with final success. Sometimes the
- ale nasi, when in the above state of induratéd enlargement, become
suddenly covered by a vesico-pustular eruption, assuming a differ-
ent appearance from the original disorder. This eruption does not
last beyond a few days, and appears generally as the result of some
- temporary additional cause of excitement.

In my original essay submitted to the attention of the College, I
alluded to the practice of a surgeon in the habit of advertising his
success in affections of the kind under consideration, and I stated
my belief that the practice in question consisted of the liberal use
of friction by means of soft brushes to the ‘part, assisted by soap and
warm water. It is certain that this treatment is capable of produc-
ing a great diminution of the tumefaction and redness, and of brin
ing about a more healthy state of parts. In some cases in which I
have been led to prescribe it, the cutis has become thinner, and
enabled me to detect considerable collections of matter, which have
been speedily discharged, and followed by importantly beneficial
alterations in the appearance and size of the part. It seems that a
more healthy stimulus is thus given to the vessels of the spot, and

puration effectually promoted by the friction, while the attendant
irritation is subdued by the use of warm water as a fomentation ;
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been suspected of fixing themselves in this structure, and hence
writers on lupus or noli me tangere very frequently speak of the
connexion of that disease with scrofula. In short, as far as opinions
of men can go towards the proof of a problem, that destructive and
terrific disease is always either scrofulous or malignant, or, in other
words, intimately connected with cancerous ulceration and cance-
rous constitutional diathesis. I believe that mere serofulous inflam-
mation of the follicular apparatus, which I am about to describe,
seldom runs into positive ulceration, and yet it is produective of
waste of the skin and subjacent structure, and of irregular contrac-
tions of ‘the diseased cutis, and often of great deformity. When
uleeration does, however, take place, it is of a most intractable
character. : '

There is scarcely any disease of the skin which may not become
influenced by the scrofulous diathesis, so far as to deviate from its
usual course. Impetigo is far more difficultly cured under such cir-
cumstances; and lepra, the next most common of diseases of the skin
in England, becomes very often totally unmanageable.

Let me bring the reader’s attention to the opinions of one of the
most distinguished of English surgeons on the subject of scrofula,
so far as regards the cutaneous structure. “ The shortest, the most
concentrated idea I can give of scrofula,” says Sir A. Cooper, “is,
that it is congenital or original debility, and this state of the body
is marked by peculiar characters both in external formation and
internal structure. The external characteristic of ascrofulous con-
stitution is the state of the skin, which is peculiarly thin and deli-
cate in its structure. It is usually of a light colour, but this is far
- from being uniformly the case, for it is sometimes dark ; but in

either case, if it be gently pinched up, it will be found extremely

thin when compared with that of a strong healthy child ; and, as
this state of delicate fibre of the skin denotes a similar' internal
structure, it becomes an easy criterion of the general conformation of

the body. W

“This thinness and delicacy of the integuments are the reasons
that the cheek often exhibits a fixed and florid eolour, which is con-
sidered as a great beauty by the passing observer, but is regarded as a
sign of weakness by the intelligent mind ; it arises from the blood
of the arteries being seen through their délicately constructed coats
and their thin cutaneous covering.

“From the same flimsy delicacy of the skin the veins are seen
permeating the cellular tissue; and the darkness under the eye,
which is 80 common an attendant on this kind of conformation
under slight ‘indisposition, arises from congestion in the veins and
difficulty in the free return of blood. From weakly vascular action
also springs the thickness of the lip, as the blood is retained in this
very vascular structure. :

“Flaxen or delicately silken hair often attends this state of the
skin, and in those whose hair is red, there is a strong natural pro-
pensity to scrofulous complaints.
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no redness, while, to use a phrase of a late teacher of surgical sci _
the absorbents were nibbling it away by inches. On the other hand,
there were present all those external characteristics denoting the
scrofulous diathesis, as noticed by Sir A. Cooper. A peculiarly thin
and delicate skin,acomplexion,the fairest of the fair—a florid echeek—
flaxen and delicately silken hair, to which may be added a blue eye,
thin and delicate nails, and a light and delicate form. This lady too
had always moved in the very highest classes of society, and sensik
and prudent in her habits through life, had borne and brought u
large family, with perhaps less than the common lot of suffering
ill health falling to persons so situated. These facts submitted to the
reader’s consideration will enable him to judge of the nature of this
case. I think it cannot be considered to have been a cancerous or
malignant sore, for the reasons I have alleged ; but as no post-
mortem examination was allowed, the nature of the abdominal
tumour must remain undiscovered. I consider it to have been
merely a scrolulous disease of the pancreas,

With referenee to the treatment of either of these forms of sero-
fula originating in the cutaneous follicles, I am hardly able to make
a suggestion beyond those which have been before oflered by other
authors for a long time. These all relate to the best means of
invigorating the constitution, and without attention to this, loecal
measures are of little or no avail. The first, or, as I may desig-
nate it, the chronie diffused scrofulous inflammation of the follicles
is seldom benefited, either by local or constitutional measures. If
leeches are applied, the redness and inflammation does not yield,
and yet the wound made by the leech heals, leaving, after a few
days, no vestige of its existence. It is more than probable, that
a leech were applied in the other case an almost incurable sore
would be formed. LA

Neither of these forms are destitute of the power of * tantalizing”
both the patient and surgeon, even from their very birth ; the first,
where no ulceration or broken skin takes place, now and then be-
comes pale and tranquil, and promises to disappear ; the other ex-
hibits from time to time on different parts of its pale and glassy
surface, little pellicles of new skin, which for two or three days
spread and increase in size in every direction, promising the forma-
tion of a bit of really sound skin ; when, on looking anxiously on
the morning of the fourth you see the new skin perforated in the
form of numerous little pin-holes—the absorbents have been nib-
bling it away ! In short, a favourable termination or cure of either
of these two forms is hardly to be expected. In the first, the con-
stitutional vice stands in the way, although there appears on the
part, evinced by redness, heat, &c., sufficient powers of repair. In
the second, it is almost always evident on minute examination of
the vessels on the surface of the sore, that their coats are so e~
tremely delicate as to be unable to bear the impetus of any thing
beyond a very weak circulation, a circulation totally inadequate 10
the demand where repair is called for, l
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unhealthy inflammation and ulceration of the cutaneous follicles of «g
this part, but have omitted to explain its occurrence where the folli-

cular apparatus is materially deficient or altogether absent. In a

ructures that nsually soffer first, and it is only after portions of them are affect-
‘ed with necrosis that the skin is perforated with uleers. Lastly, tubereles and
ilcers of syphilitic origin are almost always accompanied with symptoms that
distinetly tell of their nature, such as noeturnal pains in the bones, exostoses,
irritis, and often with tubercles or sores of the mouth, pharynx, velum palati, &e.
The solitary tubercles of lupus exedens of the cheeks have fréquently been mis-
drring their stationary period for small sanguineons tumours or nevi; the

differ from these, however, both in their strueture and mode of formation, as well
as in their tendency and termination.

o 5, Lupus is always a very obstinate disease. Months and even
years commonly elapse before it yields to any form of treatment. Lupns exedens
giigggenerallf subdued until a considerable extent of parts has been destroyed,
and always leaves indelible and deformed cicatrices behind it. The disease
proves so much the less troublesome and its effects less deplorable as we are
called upon to treat it at an earlier period of its existence, and as its progress
has been slow. So long as the cieatrices remain soft, blueish, and convey to
the finger something like a feeling of fluctuation, and so long as they are sur-
rounded with tubercles of different sizes, there are grounds to apprehend a
renewed attack of erosive inflammation, in which ease the ‘tubercles unlcerate
and the cicatrices already formed are not long again becoming open. Puberty,
and the establishment of the menstrual flux, which among women preduces
favourable changes in the greater number of chronic skin eomplaints, appear
to have little iniﬁenm in modifying or mitigating the destructive character of
lupus.

¢t Treatment, 'The first indication in commencing the treatment of lupus is to
endeavour to modify the general constitution by appropriate remedies. The
disease itself is at the same time to be combated by such external and internal
medicines as appear to exert a salutary influence on the development and progress
of tubercles and the ulcerative process. When individuals of a flabby or B?idantl'y
scrofulous habit are attacked with lupus, they may every morning take with ad-
vantage a table-spoonful of a solution of the hydro-chlorate of lime, made by
dissolving a dram of the salt in a pound of water; every eight days the dose
may be increased by a spoonful, and the medicine may at last be carried the
length of ten or even twelve spoonfuls in the course of the day with propriety.
This is a preferable medicine to the hydro-chlorate of baryta, the activity of
which sometimes gives grounds for apprehension. Chalybeate mineral waters
and the artificial preparations of iron may also be tried. 1 myself make frequent
use of a powder composed of earbonate of iron, cinchona and cinnamon. Others
have ended the carburet and sulphuret of iron. Sulphureous baths taken
every day r one or two months, the patient continving immersed for several
hours each time, are also powerful means of modifying flabby and scrofulous
constitutions, B_lttBl' me{iicinaﬁ, such as the infusion of gentian, &c., and above
all, the preparations of iodine, are employed with the same views. Food of
good quality, the moderate use of some generous wine, a residence in a dry
in_:llml_'lmnmg air, are also powerful modifiers of constitutions of the above des-
eription.

“ Kach variety of lupus presents particular indications. :

“1st. It is seldom that we are called in time to attempt the resolution of the
primary tubercles of lupus exedens ; patients generally present themselves with
ulcers more or less extensive. When any tubercles exist they appear dissemi-
nated in the neighbourhood of some ulcer, which it is then of tﬂe last conse-
quence to check in its destructive progress. This is generally affected by means
of caustic applications ;—the animal oil of Dippel, the nitrate of silver, potassa
fusa, butter of antimony, super-nitrate of mercury, arsenical powders and
and the actual cautery, have each had, and still” have, their supporters. When
H
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sore, which speedily healed.

From an attentive observation of several cases of lupus continued
for a long time, I am satisfied that the want of success in its treat-
ment arises, either out of the difficulties of keeping the parts free
from the influence of atmospheric vicissitudes, or the patient from
habits destructive to his general health ; in either of which cases
medicinal treati:{.e?n}., or local . applications, might & priori be
expected to fail.

Rayer, indeed, in the work already quoted, observes on the
increased difficulties attending its management in the winter season.
The note 1 ha?é’_ introduced will show somewhat of the practice, and
a few of the opinions of our French brethren on this very trouble-
some disease.

The preparations they employ as applications to the part are, on
the whole, considerably more active than such as we are accustomed
to ; but I am inelined to think, that where the habits of the patient
can be direeted and controlled, they will not prove to be more
successful. A great error has been usually committed in the treat-
ment of this disease, in the non-attention to the temperature of the
atmosphere in which the patients live. Because the system is not
seriously affected, they are allowed to pursue their avocations at all
seasons of the year, and under all changes of this kind. The
diseased parts are‘alternately chilled and excited, the healthy action
of one d?ay is changed for a different one on the next, and the
operations of nature constantly interfered with, instead of encourag-
ed. The only cases of recovery with which I have been acquainted
as taking place under medical treatment, have been those where the
patients were protected from these mischievous agents.

Another cause of disappointment and difficulty may be traced to
the practice of directing the attention to the centre, or other broken
parts of the surface of the disease, to the exclusion of proper notice
of the surrounding diseased skin. Thus the adjacent parts, to the
extent of several inches, studded with the diseased follicles, far
advanced towards ulceration, are not interfered with in their pro-
gress in any manner ; and if perchance a healthy action should he
brought on the ulcerated surface, the vexation of perceiving some
of the former far advanced, and rapidly taking on the scabby ul-
ceration of the latter, is often the result. If proper applications are
made to the circumference of the diseased skin, and healthy action
be first established there, the disease will often give way, till the
skin resumes its natural appearance, even up to the margin of the
uleceration ; and it is evident, that under these circumstances, the
latter has a much better chance of being covered by healthy granu-
lations. I am entitled to say, that this is a practice which has been
much more frequently successful than any other, consisting of appli-
cations to the worst, or broken parts of the disease.

The application of sedative washes over the whole extent of
inflamed skin during the night (the ulceration being covered by

freely applied the itri;_acid to the ;I)arts, and produced a healthy
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't e result of injudﬂfinua treatment or gross neglect of the
fogi s i
“In pursuing this plan, it is necessary to show whether any, and
if any, what kind of primary disease is capable of taking those
varied forms of scab and filthy accumulated secretions, which have
been described by Bateman and Alibert under a variety of desig-
nations, as Porrigo furfurans, P. lupuosa, and P. scutulata, Teigne
faveuse, T. granulée, T. furfuracée, T. amiantacée, and it will not be
difficult to ascertain, in most cases, that they have originated in one of
two particular states of disease of the cutis about to be described.
- I have never met with any instance (when satisfactory evidence could
be obtained of the form of the disease at its first commencement)
leading to an opposite conclusion.

Nevertheless, as these diseases are sometimes seen here in those
advanced and neglected forms which are deseribed by Alibert as
occurring under his notice in the hospital of St. Louis, it would be
improper to omit altogether his very accurate descriptions. It will
be observed, however, that they are more precise as regards the form
and structure of the diseased secretions than the actual condition of
the diseased surface, . ;

‘Che * Teigne faveuse” of Alibert is evidently the Porrigo lu-
pinosa of English authors. Itis described by the former as fol-
lows :

“ It developes itself in the form of an eruption of minute pustules,
which create an itching, more or less violent, on the secalp. The
_w_tnn_ts of these pustules dry up, and give place to the formation
. of small circular secabs, hollowed in their centres, enlarging gra-

dually in their dimensions, but still preserving their circular form.
As these scabs sometimes form in great numbers on different parts
of the head, their edges approach each other, forming by their aggre-
gation plates of considerable extent, in which the eye nevertheless
distinguishes with facility the cup-like form of the individual scabs.
This cup bears some resemblance to the cells of the honeycomb or
the fructifications of certain species of lichen. When the disease
has recently appeared, the scabs are either of a yellow or fawn
colour ; but as they get old and dry, they become white, wear
off, break, and detach themselves from the scalp, and then you
only perceive Lheir remains, which cease afterwards to assume a
regular form. )
! %ﬁﬂahs of this species have from the beginning their bases
deeply enchased in the skin and strongly adhering to it ; so much so,
that I have never been able to detach them without great pain and
some discharge of blood. Sometimes the cutis is deeply involved
in the irritation of the disease, and cracks to a considerable extent
. are formed, from which an ichorous or purulent matter is discharged;
and now and then, though very rarely, the cutis and cellular mem-
brane are destroyed to such an extent as to expose the bony sub-

stance of the skull. °

“ With some individuals the disease does not confine itself merely
I 1

]



W

o

90 PLUMBE ON DISEASES OF THE SKIN.

the head ; I have seen it appear on the forehead, the should

e temples, the lower part of the shoulder-blades, the elbows, and
forearms ; I have also seen it extend from the top of the loins tothe
sacrum, the front of the knees, legs, &ec. : i

“ The attendant itching is in some cases almost intolerable, and
the children who are the subjects of it are induced to sn@h them-
selves severely ; they appear to experiedce a kind of veluptuous
enjoyment in tearing the scalp with their nails. Pediculi, which
multiply in great numbers under and between the scabs, add fur-
ther to this irritation ; all the cavities are full of them, and the
whole mass appears agitated by their movement. The smell
emitted by the scalp is as disgusting as its aspect, and always pre-
serves the same character. It resembles the urine of a cat in this
particular, or chambers which have been infested by mice.

“ When by the help of emollient poultices the favous crusts fall off,
this smell changes its character, but is still offensive. Between the
different clusters of the favous pustules the skin is covered with
urfuraceous scales, which are produced by the general irritation of

~the dermoid system of the head.

“ Proceeding to the examination of the scalp, after the separation

of the crusts and scabs which have been softened by repeated lotions -

~and poultices, you see the reticular structure, it has become red

and erythematous. The epidermis has disappeared, and a yel-
lowish viscous and feetid fluid runs here and there from numerous
ulcerations. You may likewise perceive small abscesses, more or
less in number, dispersed over different parts of the head, taking
a lenticular form, and appearing as so many centres of inflammation;
but one of the most remarkable symptoms attending the disease
when neglected and abandoned to its progress, is the afqﬂéct' 1,
~which in some cases has become almost universal., )
“In the places where the hair has been rooted out, the skin
remains smooth and shining ; you may pereeive here and there not-
withstanding some thin hairs altered in their structure and colour,
and having a languinous appearance.” -
“ Teigne granulée.”’—This form of the disease, or rather the state
of the accumulated secretions from which it has obtained its name,
is not described by English authors, nor is it represented in Bate-

man’s delineations. It is, however, not uncommon amuni the

,,{:}children of paupers when first admitted into the parochial es

ments. The ordinary attention to cleanlines adopted in fhge'iﬁ_ﬁ.
tutions commonly leads to the speedy removal of the mass of_ﬁ’th
which Alibert describes. It is only the sequence of an old standing
utterly neglected «:asi?a of T. faveuse or of P. favosa,

The Teigne granulée does not in general ocecupy so large a i
of the scalp as the T. faveuse, and occurs mustpﬂequenﬁ; O:p:;:
upper and back part of the head. Its external characteristics are
eomposed of small brown or d 7m_',r crusts, which resemble frag-

ments of mortar, or the plaster falling from old walls which have
been discoloured by damp and dust. The dimensions of these
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granulations vary exceedingly, and their form is altogether irregu-
lar. They are often very hard, and have even a stony énnsist:h%
which poultices cannot soften. The patches of the disease are gen-
erally a little distance from each other, are not so deeply enchased
in the dermoid system as those of the T. faveuse ; but sometimes,
like those, they are surrounded by a considerable number of thin
scales, dry and furfuraceous. It hasa nauseous smell, which greatly
resembles raneid butter, or milk which is beginning to turn. This
smell is particularly perceptible when any moisture exists on the
parts, but disappears when exsiceation is completely effected.

The itching attending the disease is very great. When the
crusts are separated from the scalp, the places they occupied are red
and erythematous, smooth, polished, and often swollen. Here and
there small whitish abscesses are perceived, not elevated above the
surface, from which issues a small quantity of viscous colourless
fluid, which thickens and dries on the part, forming new crusts ana-
logous to those preceding. The T. granulée scarcely ever attack
_ other parts of the body, but confines itself to the scalp and immedi-

ately adjacent parts.

The “ Teigne furfuracée,” or Porrigo furfurans of Willan and

Bateman, when once established, so as to answer the following
deseription, is a most tedious and unmanageable state of disease, and

by far more frequently seen in England than those conditions con- -

stituting the T. faveuse and T. granulée. It does not form erusts
of any thickness, but whitish furfuraceous scales more or less thick,
~sometimes damp and adhering to the hair by the help of a viscous
and feetid discharge, and at others dry,'and detaching themselves with
the greatest facility.

The T. furfuracée begins by a slight desquamation of the cuti-
cle of the scalp, and is often accompanied by a considerable itching;
an ichorous matter flows at the same time from the affected surface,
which dries, and forms the scales of scurf from which the disease
is named. As the disease increases by degrees it spreads in time
over the greater part of the scalp ; the layers of scurf thicken, and
at this period they resemble a coating of bran or coarse flour, the
under surface of which is saturated with fluid.

If the sealp is carefully freed from this adhesive substance, it
is found to be divested of its cuticle. It is usually of a pink

colour, and offers a smooth, polished, shining surface resembling

- varnish. ;
Sun‘?ﬁiauthnrs have denied the existence of this form of the disease,
because it is not often seen in hospitals. Others consider it only as
* the same diseases which have been designated T. faveuse or T.
granulée, a degree less advanced ; but the scabs which characterise
this form are of quite a different kind from those described under
these denominations. The hair is in this case matted and glued
together, and when the finger is pressed upon it, the whole mass
yields soltly in every part nearly alike. "'

The T. furfuracée is chiefly confined to the scalp, but someti

extends a little beyond its margin on the forehead, forming crusts

1
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history of the scalled head of long standing here, seldom discloses
any connexion between the local affection and the constitution. Its
history is comprised in a few words: the secretion from the
pustules is allowed to accumulate, scabs are formed of it upon the
surface, which being confined by their adhesion to the remaining
hairs, become the means of further acecumulation of this irritating
fluid. The inflammatory action of the part materially increased in
this way, the quantity of fluid secreted, and the means of extension
of the disease, receive likewise a proportionate increase. The itch-
ing and irritation is considerable, the scabs accumulate and increase
in thickness, and emit an offensive odour, and myriads of pediculi
are seen creeping over and about them.

I submit here a brief table, showing the designations of English
and French authors, in speaking of diseases of the scalp, and have
taken the liberty Lo reserve one of its columns for a very short name
or definition, acecording to my own views, The old nomenclature of
the French school is retained in the table in one column, and the
more modern, though not the last, of the Baron in another. I fear
the reader will hardly think the latter an improvement, and as to the
variation in the descriptions of the different forms of the disease as
agreed on by both English and French authors, the older must be
allowed to bear away the palm. Hence I have retained it in the
different pages of this work. ;

English Authors. ‘ French Authors,

. P Larvalis . . . | Teigne muqueuse . ... ... Impetigo capitis infantilis.

P. Furfurans . . | $ I furfuracée and T. umian-} Chronic inflammation of scalp
: producing a scurfy covering.

Lupin-seed scab of the head.
P. Lupinosa. L TRNE s oy a iy miss Neglected scab of P. scutu-
lata. '
Not described by the French . i
: - Common ring-worm of Eng-
Authors, till Alibert men- : : : :
P. Scutulata . . tioned it in his last e:lit'mn.l and, 1daI;:| t'ﬂadd: "HB;LHF;;.
and deseribed it as very | nma,h:a emﬂ e
o T TR B 3 Rk ey el
P. Decalvans . . BIDDRCIN 5 i o'y v w e s BFe Baldness—no disease.

: Very likely in a totally neg-
No correspondingdescription lected state to answer the
P. Favosa. . . . in French—has been mn-} description of the worst

founded with T. faveuse forms of T, granulée or T,

faveuse,
Not described ’ Accumulated and dried scabs,
by Engl'mhg I T | . { and secretions of the diffused
Authors . . Porrigo.
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P.lupinosa be meant {o be appl?iﬁd,to it; and it seldom indeed happens.

that the children of this country are so neglected as to allow the
resemblance to proceed any farther than the first formation of the
pustules. I 'by no means question the propriety or utility of tracing
in a deseription the features of a disease at the period when it first
comes under the notice of the observer, and I have therefore inserted
those of Mons. A. They may be useful as references, when the

practitioner finds a case presenting itself where the utmost possible:

neglect has contributed to its advancement. But as by far the
%reatest portion of the cases occurring here are not of this nature,

1 shall be content to describe them as they are most frequently
met with.* In doing this, [ am not sorry to be compelled to re-
sign almost entirely the nomenclggure of the authors I have men-
tioned. '

The first of these is that noticed by Turner,* in which  the hair
falls off not altogether from the root, but by piecemeal.” It is sup-
posed by this author, and by Sennertus, to be produced by some
insect, but they have not noticed the state of the skin of the affected
parts. The attention is first attracted to it by the falling off of the
hair of the part ; there is little attendant itching, and no apparent
fluid secretion on the spot. Sometimes, but not'always, the patches
are of a pretty regularly circular form, the margin being clearly
defined, and exhibiting a line of scurf considerably thicker than
that in the centre. In the centre of the spots the skin is scurfy, and
the hair thinned, and easily extracted by the finger and thumb.
What remains of it is unhealthy in appearance, some hairs being thin
and delicate, others being the remains or stumps of those which have
been broken or dropped off. There isa downy or towy looking sub-
stance just rising above, and mixing with the scurf, evidently formed
by feeble attempts at the production of new hair. Two, three, or
more of these spots, varying in dimensions, are usually discovered
on examining the head more particularly ; and when the hair has
been removed by shaving, they exhibit a red and slightly inflamed
appearance. Several others in an incipient state will be discovered
in different parts. The latter may be known before the hair begins
to fall off, when they exhibit nothing beyond the appearance of a
small discolouration about the size of a spangle ; the hue is of a
yellowish red, somewhat resembling the bran of the darker-coloured
}\rheat. Others a little larger have decidedly assumed the ringed

orm.

With children of light complexion, with thin and delicate hair,

s with no constitutional disorder, or no great irritability of skin, this
will be the state in which the disease will always be found, provided
no interference by stimulating or other applications has occurred ;
the margin of the spots not exhibiting any distinet appearance of
pustulation. The diameter of these continue to enlarge rather slow-
ly till they join each other, and a great part of the scalp is divested

* A Treatise on Diseases of the Skin, 1736, p. 200.
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which his plate has been taken, appear to have been a different
disease altogether. The vesicles of the little patches, to which I
allude as eonnected with the ringworm of the scalp (if vesicles they
may be termed) are, when unbroken, scarcely discernible to the
naked eye, and are ruptured in a very few hours after their forma-
tion, They are, indeed, rarely seen unbroken ; and when the
attention is first directed to the spot, it exhibits the appearance of a
small ring of scab, of a brownish colour; and in this state is well
known under the name of ringworm, and quickly yields to the
application of any mild escharotic application. The frequent oceur-
rence of these spots simultaneously with the disease of the scalp first
led me to the suspicion of connexion between them, and for the
reasons I have detailed below, I now entertain no doubt of their
identity, the apparent difference of character being solely the result
of the mischievous influence of the hair of the scalp.

The foregoing description and remarks apply, as already observed,
to the cutaneous affection, as it occurs in children whose general
health is unimpaired, and where the skin is not remarkably irritable.
It would be superfluous to observe here, that the skins of different
individuals, and even that of the same person, at different periods,
exhibit widely different degrees of irritability ; and the influence of
this property would & priori be supposed to govern the character
of any cutaneous affection to which the individual may happen to
be subject. What happens, therefore, not unfrequently in this
affection, where much irritability of skin exists, is that instead of
minute vesicles, followed by a delicate circular seab, distinet though
small achores are perceived, having the same eircular form, but
drying and forming in a few hours a small yellow scab, which is
firmly attached to the cutis. Thering of pustules enlarges precisely
in the same manner as that of the vesicles, but the contents of the
pustules still drying, become attached to the margin of the scab
already formed, and from day to day increase its bulk and diameter.
The circular scab, dry and unyielding, becomes a source of increased
irritation ; and the pustules under its margin become enlarged and
more elevated, they now cause the edge of the scab to be raised, and
the cupped figure of the P. lupinosa and Teigne faveuse is rendered
distinet.

That the contents of the pustules under the smaller seabs possess
the power of inoculating with ringworm any part of the skin of
other individuals, has been proved in several instances by experi-
ment : and I have also seen repeatedly in the same family, different
children showing the different conditions of the ringed incrustation,

with the genuine ringworm of the sealp, the disease afterwards affecting several
other children of the same family. I would further direct the reader’s attention
to Bateman's delineation, No, 39. He will there see the two forms as clearly
exhibited as eould be wished, i. e, the simple ringed incrustation on the skin of
the temple, where no hair grows, and several patches on the scalp, marked by
the destruetion of the hair. :
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The foregoing descriptions comprehend every thing essential to
the history of Porrigo (except as regards the P. favosa and P. lar-
valis) as it chiefly occurs in the better classes of society in England,
when not of long standing, where eleanliness is particularly attended
to,where no stimulating improperapplications have been made instru-
mental in changing or aggravating its character,and where the general
health of the patient is not too bad to admit of ready correction : and
they will frequently, where strict attention to ablution be persevered
_in, terminate spontaneously. Under other circumstances, both the
above forms are liable to terminate in that most obstinate and intrae-
table one designated by Bateman P. furfurans, and admirably de-
scribed by Alibert as Teigne furfuracée and amiantacée. The
pathological changes necessary to produce this condition are seldom
brought about very speedily, but seem rather to be the result of
long-continued irritation. Its prineipal distinguishing feature is the
copious production, and rapid exfoliation, of morbid cuticle. The
branny form of this substance greatly favours its entanglement by
the adhesive fluid of the pustules, and they speedily unite to form
the cement described by M. Alibert. !

It will be observed, that in the commencement of the forms first
mentioned, very little scurf is produced. A pustule forms, which
breaks, and leaves a slight scab, easily separable; but the vessels which
secrete the cuticle of the surrounding parts partake but little of the
inflammatory action. In long standing cases, however, this inflam-
mation ceases to be confined to the solid structure of the eutis, and
to have all its energies concentrated in the formation of a pustule.
One of its most important functions, the formation of its natural
defence, the cuticle, becomes deranged : the latter substance is pro-
duced in immense quantities, losing in strength and utility what it
ohtains in quantity, and confributing largely to that character from
which this condition takes its name. The exfoliations of cuticle
unitingswith the contents of the pustules, become the means of
increased mischief, by matting the hair firmly together and impe-
ding the measures likely to be of use. The scalp cannot be cleared
without great pain and difficulty. It is useless to attempt shaving,
for the razor passes through this covering no more readily than
through half dissolved glue, and the scalp is liable to be sliced and
cut in every direction. i

When by the use of warm water applied for a considerable length
of time, and at the expense of some pain, the scalp is cleared and
examined, it exhibits not only the erythematous redness and utter
privation of cuticle described by Alibert, in the interstices of the
hair, but at a considerable enlargement of the passages, by which
the latter find their way to its surface. The covering which the
hairs receive from the euticle is also destroyed, and in its place,
partly filling up the enlarged orifice in question, a glutinous fluid
may be seen exuding, and surrounding each individual hair. The
quantity of this fluid which may be seereted depends much on
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The well known effects of the use of the pitch cap in eradicating
it may be adduced as another fact supporting this opinion ; for it is
obvious that the extraction of the hair by the roots is the only effect
which such an application is capable of bringing about, the direct
result of this being the subsidence of inflammation and the disap-
peagance of pustules. o ; '
I have had some opportunities of the post mortem examination of
 the scalp of subjects who have died from acute attacks of vital or-

ns, while suﬂ't:]:ring from old standing porrigo, but have not been
able to discover any thing like organic derangement about the
adipose structure, or the bulbs of the hair beneath the cutis. Where
the hair has dropped off, or appeared to have been extirpated by the
disease, the adipose substance was evidently wasted away in conse-
quence of the long prevalent excessive irritation in the superincum-
bent eutis. In other portions of the scalp, where the surface had
remained unaffected and the hair grew strong, no deviation from
health in the parts beneath could be distinguished.

Treatment of the first or common circumscribed form.

On this part of the subject under consideration, it may not be amiss
to revert to the opinions of Alibert, though the observations we
shall have to offer will be somewhat at variance with them. He
observes, that the different eruptions which appear on the scalp have
a manifest tendency to the preservation of the animal economy, and
that it becomes a matter of important consideration whether proceed-
ings directed to the removal of the disease under consideration can
be adopted with safety to the constitution. . He states also, that cases
have accurred where the disease has been suddenly suppressed, of
the instantaneous appearance of more formidable affections of inter-
nal organs. In truth, his opinions appear to coincide with those of
the older authors (some of whom he quotes as to the suppression of
long continued discharges) most completely. i

When it is considered, however, that these observations are
applied under a general head to all the forms of * Les Teignes,”
that is to say, to the erusta lactea, or T. muqueuse, a disease attended

with excessive discharge and irritation alike with the dry and inac-
tive forms which have been mentioned, and which spread chiefly
by infection, it is obvious that they should be received with some

modification. Undoubtedly the sudden suppression of the former
would, if it eould be accomplished, be followed by mischiefs to
some vital organ ; but, as regards all those conditions which have
formed the subjects of the preceding pages under the head of Porrigo,
I am able to state that slight attention to the general health is quite
sufficient to avoid any bad consequences from the suppression of
the loeal disease.

It not unfrequently happens that the conformation of the child
who is the subject of it exhibits marks of great delicacy ; that there
may be glandular disease partly developed in different portions of
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It frequently happens, however, that when an attentive examina-
tion of the scalp has been instituted in the manner described, and
the acid applied to every individual spot then appearing, the lapse of
two or three days discovers others in distant or contiguous parts,
which are apparently the results of the application of the infectious
virus from the originally diseased parts before the acid was alEp]ied.
No discouragement should be felt from this circumstance, for the

. application of the acid puts an immediate and effectual stop to their

spreading. Frequent recourse should be had to ablution during the
day, and on all convenient occasions, in order to clear away the
contents of any minute pustules which may be formed, otherwise
the extent of the mischief and difficulty of subduing it will be mate-
rially increased. - L

The manner in which the acid acts in the removal of the disease,
mg appear to be explained either by its excitement of a new and
different action in the vessels of the surrounding part, by its destruc-
tion of those superficial vessels which were the original seat of the
disease ; or, by producing an adhesive scab which entangles, and
when it drops off completely brings with it the hair of the part,
the influence of which in keeping up the disease has been already
described.

Treatment of the Pustular or diffused species.

With respect to the pustular and more diffused form of the dis-
ease next described, it may not be amiss to premise, that any attempts
to eradicate it by means like the foregoing, would invariably be
abortive and mischievous. The state of the general health will,
in most cases, require the first attention, and the local applications
will be such as are most caleulated to subdue irritation and promote
cleanliness ; to remove as speedily as possible the contents of the
ruptured pustules, and prevent their dying on the part and matting
the hair together,and thus increasing the local mischief. These
measures constitute nearly all which can be done in the shape of
loeal applications. '

On the subject of the constitutional disorder, little need be said
here ; the cutaneous disease is one of the Protean results which fol-
low various deviations from health in the actions of internal organs.
In cases where infection from the other species could be traced,
it has either derived its aggravated character from a general un-
healthy disposition of the constitution, combined with serofulous
affection of the absorbent glands, or a preternatural disposition to irri-
tability of skin. In many cases it has appeared spontaneously, where
the child has been ill fed and otherwise badly managed ; but it is
also sometimesobserved where these eircumstances have not oecurred,
It is, however, by no means seen under such circumstances as would
lead to the opinion of its having any salutary influence to exert, or
office to perform in the animal economy, like what has been called
the Porrigo favosa. .
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and apparently robust health accompanies the eruption, in which
case the method of treatment will be as obvious as in the foregoing.
In truth, existing circumstances, and the history of each individual
case, are the only correct guides in the constitutional management.

T'reatment of confirmed or old-standing Cases of Porrigo or
e Scalled Head. b :

Cases of this condition of the disease are much less common
than formerly in England. This may be considered simply the
result of the progressively increased means of comfort and cleanli-
ness which the lower classes of society have experienced. With
the exception of the Porrigo furfurans, or Teigne furfuracée, none
of the forms described by the older authors, or by M. Alibert, are
often seen in the more educated classes, and it seems proper to
leave this for subsequent consideration by itself. As has been
already observed, it is the form which those which have occupied
the foregoing pages terminate in when of long duration, when sub-
ject to constant stimulating treatment, and where frequently repeat-
ed ablution has not been thought of sufficient consideration during
its progress.

The “scalled head,”” or that state of disease which it will be pro-
per to consider as best entitled to this term, I should be disposed to
describe as follows :—Diffused clusters of pustules, appearing in
some cases on one part of the scalp only at a time ; sometimes in
the form of patches on different parts, and always acecompanied
by much inflammation and itching. When the pustules of one part
have broken and discharged their contents, the inflammation sub-
sides and some of the hairs appear to drop off. Soon after, other
parts exhibit the same appearances, and the pustules follow the
same course of increase, maturation, and decline ; always, however,
leaving behind them some inflammation and a little scurfy exfolia-
tion. In the course of time the disease traverses every part of the
scalp over and over again, and the consequence of these repeated
attacks of inflammation is in the end a fixed inflammatory state of
the cutis, which continues to produce at intervals over the whole
scalp repeated returns of pustulation. During the whole period of
its continuance, every individual hair appears situated in the cen-
tre of a pustule ; while, if the hair on any particular spot happens
to have been extirpated, the pustules cease to appear. The vexa-
tious disappointments, experienced both by the patient and practi-
tioner from time to time, ultimately brings on despair of recovery
from legitimate means, and the assistance of quacks is called in, often
to render the mischief more serious and obstinate, it is true, but
sometimes to the complete removal of the disease. The anathemas
of Willan and Bateman seem to have completely exploded the use
of the piteh cap and every thing else acting as a depilatory : and
Alibert, while he admits that nearly the whole of the cases he has
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In the better classes of society, where great debility has been
brought on by sedentary and studious pursuits, by continued anxiety
of mind, or by great bodily exertion and privation of rest, the scales
are not followed by ulceration or fluid discharge, but they spread
to a great extent, then separate piecemeal, and are followed by others.
When one spot has returned to health, the disease appears and
pursues the same tedious course in other parts, thus continuing for
years, unless the pursuits or circumstances of the patient are mate-
rially altered. prve

I have already alluded to the black leprosy, or in other words,
the disease as occurring in scorbutic habits. I have known the darl
hue from which this variation takes its name arise in the common
Lepra of long standing in one or two cases, but it usually accom-

panies the eruption at its commencement. It has not, to my know-
ledge, been traced through its course by any author who has noticed
it, and I hope to be able to supply this deficiency.

I believe this state of Lepra is never seen without strong marks
of want of energy of system, accompanied by torpor of bowels
and sallow unhealthy complexion ; there has been a manifest con-
nexion between these symptoms and the cutaneous affection, at
least in all cases which I have observed, and the termination of such
cases has clearly showed such connexion to be that of qause and
effect. !

The spots of the black leprosy are the same in ﬁgéré as that
already deseribed. They originate in the same manner by a small
scale, which falls off, leaving a blue or blackish spot, which slowly
increases, preserving its circular form, and is covered by scales
considerably less thick than the former. As the disease traverses
the surface, its course is marked by the dark hue which it leaves
behind ; but on this dark-coloured skin, after one or two layers of
crusts have been detached, the production of this substance ceases,
the surface becomes shining, and feels soft and swollen. In some
parts the skin is more raised than in others, and there is a feeling
communicated to the finger resembling that which a small quantity
of fluid would give if confined beneath the cutis. In a few weeks
the most prominent of these soft discoloured parts give way, and a
little orifice is formed, through which a sanious thin fluid escapes ;
and if this orifice be examined by a probe, the cutis will be found
undermined and completely separated from the cellular membrane
beneath to a considerable extent, sometimes indeed as far as the
discolouration extends. The orifice rapidly increases in size till the
discoloured cutis is pretty nearly all removed, when the disease
presents the appearance of a common unhealthy sore with dark-
coloured inactive edges. This stage or condition of the disease
is not very often seen, and is chiefly confined to the lower extremi-
ties.

The causes of leprosy, as it occurs in England, have been consi-
dered very obscure. To some authors it has appeared to be produced
by the application of dry, irritating, or caustic substances to the
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Diseases which somewhat resemble Lepra and Psoriasis are, as I
have before observed, sometimes noticed in young people, particu-
larly females, in respectable circumstances in life, whose parents at
the same age had been subject to similar affections. A light com-
plexion and peculiar harshness of the skin exist in such cases where
the latter is sound, and the scaliness and disposition to crack and
form fissures is usually most troublesome in parts exposed to the
drying effect of the atmosphere, as on the arms, hands, &e. In other
parts of the body, as the edges of the arm-pits, &ec., if the cuticle be
minutely examined, it will be found extremely delicate, and easily
irritated by the friction of the clothes, while the palmsof the hands
are horny and dry, and presenting none of that moisture and smooth-
ness which belong to the part in the healthy state. The causes of
these affections seem to consist in the original formation of the skin,
and there is little or no ground to expect benefit from medicinal
treatment : the history of such cases, however, is consolatory ; for
as the age of the patient attains maturity, and the constitution
assumes the energy and stamina of the adult, the powers of the

_cireulation become more adequate to the regular and healthy nourish-
“ment of every part of the body, and a sounder and stronger cuticle
is formed.

- As regards the precise state of system under which Lepra first
makes its appearance, it may be observed, that medical men are in
the majority of cases precluded from obtaining positive information.
The disease has usually made some progress before it comes under
their observation, and the state of system,existing at this period, may
be materially different from that formerly existing ; it should, not,
therefore, be set down as that in which liability to the disease
naturally exists. Diseased actions in other parts of the body will
go on even to the destruction of life, without the continuance of the
cause which originally excited them, and why should they not do so
in cases of Lepra?

Some time since I had an opportunity of observing it in a stout
corpulent man of forty, who had suffered from it at intervals from
his boyhood. In early age he had been of delicate health and
subjected to hard labour and much privation; as he approached
manhood, the additional exertions which a wife and increasing family
exacted from him, with the anxiety of mind consequent thereon,
produced a considerable aggravation. of the disease ; and he has
observed, that as his circumstances varied and his mind was more
or less at ease, his disease has been more or less troublesome.

On the subject of its communicability by contagion it is not
necessary to say much. It is clearly a mistake originating with the
older writers, who confounded it with other affections of a materially
different character. In some instances, it is stated to have been
produced by particular kinds of food and drink, * which operate
through the idiosyncrasy of individuals,”” but such cases must be of
rare occurrence. None which have hitherto come under m
observation have been of this kind ; indeed it is obvious that the -
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within the last few months, in conjunction with bark ng_:gger
tonics, as I believed with considerable success, but more recent
observation has convinced me that the vehicle in which it was
exhibited combined with the effects of a more nutritive diet, has had
more to do with the cure than the arsenical solution. I do not,

‘however, mean to deny its powers, even when unassisted by tonics

" of more established character, of inducing a more energetic action

in the cutaneous vessels than exists in any form of Lepra which I
have observed ; and it is entitled, therefore, to consideration, where
other tonics and better living fail in the desired effect.

The solanum dulcamare, or bitter sweet, has been reported to
possess great power also in the management of the disease. It has
been used in the form of decoction externally as a lotion, and has
been exhibited internally at the same time,* the strength of the
decoction being one ounce of the vegetable to a pint.  On the effects
of this remedy I am able to speak very fully. Having tried it
without the least success, I vainly sought for encouragement in the
reports of others, and I am in candour compelled to say that I have
never heard of a well authenticated case where it has been of service.
A lady, who had suffered from Lepra twenty years since, underwent
a course of this medicine by the direction of the late Dr, Bourne of
Oxford, from which no benefit was obtained. She came to London
a few years ago, and completely recovered by the judicious use of
good animal food and wine. .

Alibert, on the subject of the treatment of this disease, has summed
up all his remarks, and arranged them under three heads, compre-
hending, 1st. Vuest générales sur le traitement deslépres. 2nd. Un
traitement interne employ€é pour la guérison des lépres. 3rd. Du
traitement externe employé pour la guérison des lépres. When it
is considered, however, that what he has here said is intended to
apply alike to the leprosy properly speaking, and to the varying
forms of elephantiasis, but little confidence will probably be conceded
to it. He mentions the waters of Barege and Tivoli as sometimes
efficacious,and notices the observation of Dr. Willan, Dr. Girdlestone,
and others, on the use of the tincture of cantharides, arsenical solu-
tion, &e., also those of Dr. Crichton on dulcamara, but without
adding to or lessening the importance of their observations, by
adducing the results of any experience of his own in the remedies
in question. The remainder of this part of his subject is occupied
by an irregular mention of other medicines, or local applications,
which have been already alluded to, and tried here in numberless

instances without success.

It is evident, from the perusal of these different authors, that the

- dependence of Lepra on constitutional causes has been much over-
~ looked ; and hence local applications have been considered as the

~ chief remedial measures within our power. This oversight probably

* See Dr. Crichton’s Communication to Dr. Willan on Cutaneous Diseases.
t * Sur les Maladies de la Peau,” tom. ii. p. 97.
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. Like strophulus, themilder cases of this affection may be considered
indicative of preity good general health, though it is stated now and
then to occur under states of great constitutional debility, when the
pimples wear an appearance in colour not much unlike petechiz.

The description of lichen most conformable to necessary precision,
without partaking of the complexity of Dr. Willan’s arrangement,

should be as follows :—

~ An eruption of pimples, occurring generally first in some part of
the upper half of the body, as the face, neck, arms, &e. at seasons of
the year when the circulation begins to be determined with unusual
force to the surface of the body, as in the spring,” and the approaeh

ofsummer. The extent of the eruption varies considerably, accord-

ing to the degree of exposure to heat and violence of exercise or
labour to which the patient is accustomed, being in some cases par-
tially diffused, and merely attended with pretty severe tingling and
itching ; while, in others, the eruption extends over almost every
part of the body, and is accompanied by symptoms of general irri-
tation and fever (L. simplex). The pimples are larger, paler, and
showing appearances of less activity of inflammation in situations
which are exposed than in others protected by the clothing, and

- when they occur on parts covered by the finer kind of hair, as on

the chest, arms, legs, &c., they are often found to have one or more
of such hairs growing from their centre (Lichen pilaris) ; the gen-
eral disposition to irritability of skin appearing to be aggravated at
the point where the hair penetrates it. When the pimples are so
situated, and frequent friction is resorted to, to allay the itching and
tingling, they appear to be speedily much increased in magpitude,
and not unfrequently to pour out a bloody fluid round the roots of
the hair. Now and then, from causes not clearly ascertained, the
eruption, instead of being diffused, is limited to circumscribed
patches, and hence the term (L. cirecumseriptus) has been employed
to give this appearance its place as a species,

: hen any accidental cause of disorder of the digestive organs or
exposure to cold has taken place, the eruption is of a more aggra-
vated kind, and its appearance is accompanied by so much derange-
ment of system as to give it the character of an exanthematous fever.
“ The papule are distributed in great numbers, without any certain
order, chiefly on the arms, the upper part of the breast, neck, face,
back, and sides of the abdomen ; they have a high red colour, and are
surrounded by extensive inflammation, or redness of the skin, attend-
ed with itching, heat, and painful tingling. When the patient be-
comes warm in bed, the redness increases, and there is a strong sen-
sation of hurnin% and smarting for an hour or more, as if the parts
had been severely scalded. The same effect is produced at any
time by washing, especially if soap be used ; also by violent exer-

~*The influence of the warmth of summer on the skin is too marked to be left
out in a philosophical and just consideration of the affections of the skin. The
strawberry or the fabled cherry mark on the neck of children, has been already
alluded to as an illustration. A
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- sometimes formed on the fore part, or sides of the ancle. The

ulcerations discharge a clear ichor; they exhibit a considerable,
but unequal cavity, and irregular edges surrounded by the pustules.
In sedentary persons, who have passed the middle period of life,
the edges of the ulcers are blackish, or of.a purple hue, and the limbs
become cedematous. The small pustules diffused over the surface
are of nearly the same colour, and sometimes the intervening skin
appears livid, or speckled with livid and red. '

“The Impetigo sparsa is most troublesome when the yellow psy-
dracia are intermixed with small irregular vesicles, as frequently
happens on the upper extremities. The complaint commences about
the knuckles, and spreads along the thumb and fingers to the nails ;
likewise along the back of the hand, and round the wrists, to the
forearm. Both hands are usually thus affected about the same time,
and the eruption extends in some cases to the bend of the elbows,
the upper arm, the neck, and the cheek. It is always succeeded by
a little watery discharge, and by the formation of laminated scabs ;
when these fall off, the cuticle beneath remains for a long time sealy
and chopped, and in this state of it fresh pustules arise, with heat,
soreness, and violent tingling. Thus by repeated suppuration, ‘and
scabbing, the texture of the skin becomes, in many places, rough,
harsh, and inflexible.

“This disease generally appears in autumn, and continues through
the greater part of the succeeding winter. It disappears in many

~ eases during the summer, but returns at the latter end of the year.

The eruption is preceded by some disorder of the constitution, as
‘headache, indigestion, and pain in the stomach, violent pains in the.
limbs and back, and sometimes eramps of the lower extremities.
Children, and even infants,are occasionally affected with this disease ;
it occurs, however, much more frequently in adults, than in children,

_ orin persons of an advanced age. A predisposition to it is com-

municated hereditarily ; and in those who are predisposed the com-
plaint appears after intemperance, violent exercise, or exposure to-
sudden interchanges of heat and cold.”

When the disease appears in the form of circumscribed patches
of pustules of an irregular figure, and situated at a distance from
each other, it answers to the description of the I. figurata. The
hands are most frequently the seat of this more limited state of the
disease, and it seems almost constantly to occur from the influence
of locally irritating causes. The character and progress of the com-
plaint are similar in other respects to that described in the foregoing

uotation, though it-is sometimes, from the necessary exposure of

‘the part, rendered more tedious. The blotches do not always spread

beyond the back of the hand, up the arm, or into the palm, though
the pustules often oceupy the interstices of the fingers at the roots
of the first phalanx, and are rendered more painful and irritable by
the motion of the parts, particularly if scabs are allowed to form
in this sitvation. :
‘The connexion of this form of Impetigo with constitutional causes
v 2
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loses its sulphuretted taste, and then has the flavour of a strong
solution of common salt. We found by experiment, that the sul-
phuretted hydrogen gas undergoes decomposition by exposure.
The oxygen of the atmosphere unites with the hydrogen, and the
sulphur is precipitated in a state of minute division, the precipitate
being of a light ash colour. Hence the turbid appearance of the
water. It is, however, extremely worthy of observation, that this
water bottled at the spring, and immediately corked and sealed, re-
tains its gas and all its virtues for a long time.””* . !

When the benefit is expected to be derived in Impetigo from the
use of local applications, the latter, as before observed, ought not to
be had recourse to in the form of ointments, unless the parts have
been entirely divested of morbid secretions : and even then they are
seldom beneficial. Independent of thedifficulty of applying remedies
in this form, from the slowness with which they penetrate the scabs
covering the diseased parts, it is impossible to avail ourselves effi-
ciently at the same time of the sedative effects of cold, which, parti-
cularly in the local varieties of the disease, is of the greatest import-
ance. I have had reason, moreover, often to suppose that greasy
applications, even of the simplest kind, are productive of increased
irritation—of aggravation rather than benefit. Cooling sedative lo-
tions constitute the chief and most powerful agents in the treatment
of Impetigo.

In the more trifling cases the mixture of a little aleohol with
water, applied by means of a bit of linen rag, will be sufficient, if the
habit of the patient be not full, but if the opposite state of constitution
exist, it will be apparent that active depletive measures must be
chiefly relied on.

Of all the external applications which have been used in the form
of lotion, I have not found any equal in effect to the formula below.t
The Hydroeyanic acid, combined with aleohol, has a power in sub-
duing the irritation of this disease which is really surprising. Pieces
of linen wetted with it should be kept constantly applied. It is
much more efficacious in subduing the marks of irritation which
exist on and surround the diseased spot, than any other application
which I know of, if care be taken to clear away the seeretions, so as
to admit it directly to the diseased surface ; but if the latter point
be not attended to, its superiority is not so distinctly marked. It
sometimes rapidly removes every vestige of the disease, but if the
patient begins to relax in the application, it returns with redoubled
violence.

The grand and predominant features of Impetigo are extreme
irritation and active inflammatory action, accompanied or followed
by a proportionate degree of relaxation of the vessels of the part
involved. The objects in view, therefore, should be, first, to dimin-
ish such irritation, and secondly, to supply the loss of tone which

* Scudamore on Mineral Waters, p. 92. X :
1 B Acid Hydrocyanic, 3iij. Aq. distil. 3viiss. Alcohol 3ss. m. ft. lotio.
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valence of the sensation from which the disease takes its nam
which, leading to frequent friction and scratching, is soon followe

by inflammation of the skin, and rupture of some of the ve s,

are then of a deep yellowish-brown colour, and might very properly be compare:
to the bark of certain trees (impetigo scabide, Willan). The legs are moved wi

pain and difficulty ; the incrustations split, the legs frequently become edematous,
and, before long, are furrowed by fissures, running in various directions and of
different depths. A yellowish, sero-purulent discharge exudes from these cracks,
and forms additional incrustations that appear to gird and enclose the leg. If
this hardened exudation be removed in part or completely, by the continued use
of emollient fomentations and cataplasms, the denuded corion which is then ex-
posed, speedily furnishes a fresh supply of discharge, which before long con-

! gretes'into a new incrustation.

“ Arrived at this stage, impetigo sparsa of the lower extremities is a very
ohstinate disease, especially when 1t attacks the aged, the weakly in constitution,
or the infirm and broken down in health. The inflammation occasionally extends
to the toes and secreting matrices of the nails. The nails then become altered,
and finally loosened from the skin (onychia impefizinodes). An edematous in-
filtration of the legs, and ulcers, which commonly appear about the ancle, are
common consequences of this affection. The surface of these uleers is uneven,
and discharges a sero-purulent fluid ; their edges are irregular, purple, or livid,
and frequently cmwnedp with small pustales full of sanguinolent serum ; or, other-
wise, they are covered with yellowish crusts of varying thicknesses.

% When the progress of this inflammation is successfully arrested—the in-
crustations become dry, and, once detached, are not again reproduced. The skin
in some places maintains a blueish, or purple-red tint, and in others, where it
has been attacked with ulceration, it presents reddish or violet-coloured indelible
cicatrices. - ,

“Tmpetigo sparsa of the superior extremities is most frequently found attack-
ing the forearms ; it does not differ from the disease situated on the legs, save in
being less severe, and more rarely complicated with c:dema and uleers when it
has advanced into the chronie state.

- “In acute impetigo sparsa of the face, the greenish yellow incrustations dis-
ersed over the cheeks and clinging to the beard in the adult, are not long of
ing sened from the skin. If the inflammation extends to the nose, as it

frequéntly does in childhood, the nostrils become plugged up with thick and dry

. e R W R W pems T mW T e

Incrustations ; the nose swells, and the disease then eommonly passes into the
chronic state.

* Various phenomena frequently appear connected with the loeal symptoms of
lmgmgo : the lymphatic glands in the vicinity of the pustules may become swollen
and painful ; the pruritus and morbid heat are occasionally so troublesome, that
they prevent the approach of sleep, and impede the due performance of different
funetions of the economy. The disease, in fine, is frequently seen associated
with a gastro-intestinal affection ; it is much more rarely complicated with any
other form of internal lesion.

* Causes. Impetigo is not transmitted by way of infection, and iis causes are
very obscure. Children, at the period of teething, especially those of a lymphatic
ﬁl;lwentanﬁ scrofulous constitution, are frequently attacked with impetigo of
the face and hairy sealp (teigne granulée, Alib.), or with the eczematous form of
the disease, which is then generally entitled crusta lactea ; this complaint is more
especially and frequently observed among the poor, ill-lodged, badly fed, and
filthily disposed classes of society.

“ gﬂ““! persons of a sanguineous and Blgmphatilc temperament, with a fine
and delicate skin, are occasionally attacked with impetigo of the face, when
they have been exposed to the bright rays of the sun in the spring and heats of
summer.

~#Jn young females whose catamenia are irregular, and among women arrived ag
the critical age, impetigo is apt to show itself either on the face or on the limbs;
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when it has broken out during the process of teething. Pieces of sponge or tents
of lint have by some been recommended to be placeﬁ in the meatus auditorius to
prevent the contraction of this passage; but the precantion has more inconve-
niences than advantages. When the eczema is acute inits character, more good
is done by blood-letting, the application of leeches, and the use of pediluvia‘and
aperients ; and when the disease is of a chronic nature, the swelling of the sub-
cutaneons cellular membrane seldom goes so far as to make any precaution of the
kind mentioned necessary. It rarely happens that eczema ug the ears does not
extend to the parotid regions and hairy scalp; the two ears are also most com-
monly affected at the same time ; but the disease seldom attains the same degree
of severity in both,

“4th, Eczema Mamillarum. FEezema of the nipple is 2 much more uncommon
disease than the varieties I have hitherto deseribed; I have never met with it in
young children. M. Levain has collected several cases of its occurrence in youn
women who were nursing for the first time. It is of consequence not to cnnfnung
this affection with erythema and chapping of the nipples, which are much more
frequent complaints with young nurses. [t is oecasionally observed, especially
in the chronic form, in young girls and grown women who have never given
suck. The inflammation is at times transferred from one nipple to the other;
very violent itching is felt, and a yellowish or reddish serum flows abundantly
from the affected parts, and rapidly penetrates any dressing that may be applied.
The mucous membrane of the nipple, inflamed over its entire surface, although
in an unequal manner, presents small excoriations like linear scratches; some
points are of a bright red, moist, studded with sero-sanguinolent drops, others are
covered with yellowish scabs, which are thick in the middle, and decrease towards
their circomference. This complaint is usually attended with severe pruritus,
which increazes on the approach and during the continuance of menstruation. The
nipples remain scaly for a long time after the inflammation has subsided : they
are moist and exuding one day, dry and scaly the next. At length, after many
recoveries and as many relapses, the pruritus ceases, the serous exudation appears
oo more, and the parts are covered with a new epithelium, smooth and uniform
like that which covers the healthy surface. I have never observed eczema of the
nipple in the male. It is important, as I have already said, to distinguish
eczema of the nipple from simple ch?ping or eracking of the part; and, above
all, not to mistake it for a syphilitic affection ; it is usually very intractable, may
continue for years, and requires active treatment on its first invasion.

' w5th, Eczema umbilicalis. The skin of the umbilical region bears at
affinity to that which surrounds the natural openings. Eczema of the umbilicus
consequently very much resembles that of the nipple and vulva. It has been
mistaken for a syphilitic blenorrheea. In newly-born infants, the pulling which
the cord has undergone, the ligature of this part and the use of unguents, give
rise now and then to the development of minute vesicles and to slight excoria-
tions, distinguished from those of true eczema by their short continuance.

“6th. Eczema of the insides of the thighs, prepuce, scrotum, verge of the anus,
and lower end of the rectum in the male. These varieties of eczema are all very
rare in early life; they are more frequently met with between the thirtieth and
fortieth year than at any other age. The eczema may begin in any one of these
regions, and then creep on to the others in succession, or else attack them all at
‘the same time. The.sleep is broken; tormented by incessant pruritus, the
patients become restless and irascible ; the vesicles either break or are violenily
torn at the moment of their formation, so that it 15 oflen impossible to find a
single one untouched ; the skin is bedewed with an ichorous Huid ; the patients
tear themselves with their nails ; crevices are formed from which a sero-sanguino-
lent exndation takes le; the penis, scrotum and perineum are extensively ex-

- coriated ; the lint an draauingn applied to these parts are speedily soaked with
discharge ; walking, and the friction of the clothes, the heat of the bed, and oe-

Mianaﬁ; the presence of pediculi, add to the amount of irritation, which is
already excessive; erections, and the act of emptying the bladder and rectum,
are often attended with pain. 1In the great majority of cases, this form of eczema

chronic. It proves atall times a protracted and obstinate disease, and
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with edema, and a varicose state of the veins, is often altogether incurable. Ec-
zema Tesists curative means so much the more obstinately as it occupies a more
extensive surface, as it is of older date, of a severer kind, and as it appears on the
mﬂh‘emitiea or on the hairy sealp. When children and the aged are the
%;miﬂ of eczema, it often proves a disease which it is dangerous fo cure.

% Treatment, In calling to mind the influence which teething, amenorrheea,
dysmenortheea and pregnancy exercise on the production of eertain eczemas, we
are naturally led to the indications of cure. Some varieties of the disease get

1l in time under the influence of a regulated diet: others require means of
rreater potency ; and there are a few which are either intractable, or which it

wﬁld be dangerous to interfere with.
~ %A considerable number of cures attributed to the use of medicines of little
ower, ought to be almost entirely ascribed to the influence of regimen, rest, and

: whirﬁi are frequently very powerful, especially among the poorer classes

wlp laborious lives, who are mostly admitted as patients into public hospitals,
- &1 have seen children at the breast attacked with eczema of the hairy scalp
who recovered by changing the nurse. I have seen many persong of mature years
labouring under chronic eczema of the scrotum, verge of the anus, and other parts,
whose malady was constantly aggravated by the slightest irregularity in point
of diet. It would be idle to ascribe too great an influence to the farragu of cooling
. and cleansing decoctions and drinks so constantly recommended in eutaneous
affections, and especially in eczema; but, on the other hand, it is perhaps not
going too far to agirm, that of late these means, or rather the diatetic plans of
which they formed a part, have been too much neglected. 1In no case, however,
would it be reasonable to restrict individuals, otherwise in perfect health, to a
owe: ng system of diet; their constitution might suffer from such a course.
_ “I have met with several cases of eczema in which a vast variety of thera-
pentic agents had been fruitlessly employed, whilst the patients went on with
their usual avocations, and took active exercise, but which were successfully
attacked by the same remedies from the moment that these individuals consented
lo lay themselves up, Time also modifies eczema at length, and oceasionally ae-
complishes its cure ; so that individuals labouring under the diseasein a chronic
form, have now and then got well without recurring to any medical treatment

. “The simple or emollient cold or tepid bath is frequently of the greatest service
in the different acute species of eczema, even when the affected parts are not im-

nersed in the water. In the decline of these diseases, when stiffness and dryness
Wu’:in are alone complained of, and in the chronic eczematous affections of
| of the hands, fingers, &c., the vapour bath, and better still, the steam
the to these parts, is found to be useful. When eczema has passed into the

I state, the warm sea and alkaline bath are efficient in freeing the skin
'w:qam of epidermis accumulated on its surface ; but they almost always

increase the redness, and ithe squame are rapidly reproduced. Loeal baths,
epeated several times a da‘;y, and fomentations of decoction of linseed, marsh-
: S,

w flowers, poppy-heads, and milk, are often of advantage in eczema of the

3?’. relief, If the disease have extended to the mucous membrane of the
%ﬂ, injections of althea root decoction, with or without the addition of a little

organs ; In these cases, tepid hip-bath twice every day, always gives the

icetate of lead, are generally found to be soothing. Sulphurecus baths have also
been tried in the advanced stages of eczema, especially when the aged and en-
feebled were the subjects of the disease. These occasionally cause new erup-

lions, and have been found effectual in restoring eczema, the disappearance of
- which, either spontaneously or obtained by art, has been followed by unpleasant

or gerious symptoms. The waters of the baths of Louésche have been frequently
recommended with effect for this purpose. They have also occasionally seemed
1o make old standing eczemas run their course more rapidly, and thus to hasten
their eure. 1 have seldom found artificial sulphureous baths produce such good

ts, except in the chronic eczemas of elderly people, and some middl

. ' when they now and then seemed to lessen the redness and discha
m skin, after having exasperated these morbid states for a time ; secro
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tion is necessary to the production of petechi=, However true this

- may be in the petechiz of low fevers, it may be doubted as regards
those occurring under symptoms of general debility, unaccompanied
by fever, as well as those arising from disorder of the functions of
the abdominal viscera, where fulness of system is not decidedly

- marked. It must be admitted, however, where the latter exists, as
in the case above detailed, during the act of vomiting, that such
congestion 1s, sometimes at leasl, temporarily established, and pre-
cedes the appearance of the disease.

- Purpura simplex, or petechiz sine febre, may be said to be
always preceded, whether in debilitated or other constitutions, by
some disorder of the digestive organs ; and in all the cases which I

ave had an opportunity of observing, where symptoms of such
disorder were not plainly discernible, the state of the evacuations
only, fully justified this opinion. I am inclined, therefore, in all
cases where debility is present, to place this and the disorder men-
tioned, in the relation of predisposing and exciting causes of the
disease. With respect to the treatment of simple petechiz, it is
evident no harm can arise in commencing it by some alterative
_aperient, and this course is always entitled to the preference over
one which rests solely on the exhibition of tonics. Purgatives will
frequently remove every vestige of the disease without having
recourse to tonic medicines at all ; but the same cannot be said of
the latter, for it often produces a considerable increase of the number
of spots and great febrile excitement : but of course it is not meant
to be stated that the latter can be dispensed with with propriety,
if symptoms of debility remain after the secretions have been res-
tored to order. As medicines, bark and the acids seem to be enti-
tled to the preference, where a tonic plan of treatment requires to be
instituted. :

- The very correct description of Willan and Bateman of the P.
jlemarrhngir:a discloses no points of dissimilarity between the latter
and P, simplex but such as constitute mere difference in degree both
of the cutaneous affection and the constitutional symptoms. In P.
hemorrhagica,a few of thesmaller petechiz are intermixed withlarge
spots of extravasated blood, varying greatly in extent, according to
Ahe situation of the part, being largest, and oftenappearing first where
the return of the blood to the heart is effected with the least facility,
or where a greater degree of warmth is produced by the covering
of the part, or other circumstances. The lower extremities affording
instances of this, while the spots on the face and neck #re propor-
tionably less. From the same cause partly, so far as heat is concern-
ed, and partly from the greater degree of delicacy of the cuticle in
these situations, the inside of the cheeks and lips, the surface of the
tongue, and membrane of the labiz pudendi and vagina, freql:lently
poor out dark-coloured blood in considerable quantities ; while the
motions are often diseoloured by this fluid to an alarming extent.
The slightest degree of pressure applied to the surface of the body
appears to break down the relaxed and delicate yeins of the spot, and
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other ?Eau_.-.les a blackish or whitish and sometimes a sinuous punctu-
ated line is seen departing from this point, and traversing almost
the whole surface of the vesicle ; in this case when the epidermis,
which is raised by the serum, is removed, and examined with a
lens, the punctuated line is found to be formed in its substance ;
with the assistance of the light of the sun, a small brownish point
will be seen at the extremity of the cuniculus which is farthest re-
moved from the vesicle, and on raising the epidermis in this place,
the acarus can be extracted. It is worthy of remark, that there is
no communication between this cuniculus and the cavity of the
vesicle, and that it is always easy to remove the acarus without
msinaany discharge of serum.

M. Gras has never seen two cuniculi begin in the same vesicle,
although these covered ways frequently intersect each other. Some-
times the cuniculi are not seen near all the vesicles ; in many indi-
viduals affected with scabies they are not even to be met with readily
e:'ee%:t on the hands; the burrows generally extend from two to
four lines from the vesicles. M. Gras having placed an acarus on

one of his fingers, the insect took twenty days to trace a burrow of

two lines in length ; another insect was only three days in making

a euniculus of the same extent.

There is no relation between the number of vesicles and burrows. .

- In some persons affected with scabies, burrows are seen without
vesicles in their neighbourhood ; but at one end of these burrows,
asmall point of skin, which has lost its epidermis, and appears
surrounded by a minute edging of this substance detached, is fre-
quently observed ; in other places, even such a trace of a vesicle
does not exist, as occurred to M. Gras, who having placed acari on
different places in the skin, first observed cuniculi formed by the
insects, and vesicles only some time afterwards and at a certain
distance from them.

The insect may be extracted by means of a pin, by introducing the
point obliquely into the epidermis, and turning it back ; the acarus

15 often thus discovered at once, which, so long as it is not wetted
with the serum of the vesicle, seems to attach itself with great ease
to the point of the pin. This insect is at first motionless, and it is
not until after three or four minutes that it is seen to move its legs
and begin to walk with rapidity. In atemperature of from fifteen
to eighteen degrees, these insects may be kept alive three or four
days after their extraction. '

Acari are very seldom found alive in persons affected with sca-
bies after they have been for two or three days under treatment ;
and yet this disease is seldom cured before the tenth, and sometimes
the fifteenth day. The acarus has been sought for in individuals
affected with other diseases of the skin,—pruriga, eczema, lichen, &e.

In the articles on scabies I have mentioned the principal works
relative to the history and particular study of this insect, but I think
it proper again to quote the work of M. Raspail and that of M. Gras,
whose observations I have here copied. Raspail. Mém. Compara-































































































































































