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ADVERTISEMENT.

THe object of the publisher, in presenting this volume to the
public, is to afford the patrons and friends of Miami University, ina
connected and cheap form, a collection of Addresses, which were
delivered within her walls, and published, from time to time, in
pamphlet form.

Miami University is deservedly reckoned among the first Institu-
tions of our country. These addresses afford a specimen of her liter-
ature and moral character; and it is confidently hoped that their perusal
will be a source of pleasure and improvement to the friends of learn-
ing every where.

Dr. Bishop’s Addresses are well worthy of preservation. They
combine richness of thought and expression, and abound in moral
and religious counsel and instruction of the highest order. They
exhibit a miniature view of that widely extended field, which, for
ma.-nj' years, he has so carefully and constantly cultivated, in the edu-
cation of multitudes of young men, who are now to be found in every
State, and occupying every station of useful life. The addresses of
Rev, Messrs. Gray and Thompson seem necessary as an introduction
to the President’s Inaugural, and they are certainly worthy of the
place thlar occupy.

Literary Societies are justly esteemed asinvaluable aids in the cause
of education: they are equal, at least, to one third of the whole College
course, i well organized and conducted. The Societies whose anni--
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10 REV. WILLIAM GRAY'S ADDRESS.

power to contribute a testimonial of approbation, and to confirm
our engagements by this solemn investiture.

Your task will be arduous—your responsibility great. You
will need all the resourees of your wisdom; the exercise of much
patience, forbearance and perseverance, in the discharge of the
many, difficult and important dufies of your office.

To preside over, and to manage all the varied and perplexing
concerns of this institution; to be charged with the care and edu-
cation of so many young men (collected from different parts of the
country) possessing talents, dispositions and habits so diverse; to
secure their affections, to guard their morals, in short, to watch
for their souls, is a station awfully important. Especially, when
you consider that the sentiments and habits of young men (trained
here) will have an influence in society, extending to many places,
and to future generations. But, however numerous and weighty
these obligations, you are encouraged to seek and expect the aid
and patronage of this board. You are encouraged to seek the
blessing of God, without which all your endeavors will be unavail-

ing.

Tne STUDENTS: '

Young gentlemen, when you consider the station, the duties
and the responsibilities of those placed over you: that they have
solemnly engaged to observe the ]awg, and to promote the interests
of this institution; do you net feel the varied and strong obligations
which rest upon you? Do you not feel equally bound? Will not
the expectation of your parents and friends, your honor and use-

fulness in future life, together with the dearest interests of society .

urge you tediligence in study, and circumspection in all your con-
duct? Let the flattering hopes of your instructors, the good repu-
tation of this institution, the fond wishes and constant exertions of
its patrons, all be realized in the character you shall sustain here,
and bear with you into active life. -

While necessarily associated together, cultivate friendship with
each other; but let not such intercourse subject you to the influ-
ence of that demon of lawless insubordination and revenge which
has-often proved a curse to other institutions. Submit to the mild
and wholesome rules of discipline which have been formed to pro-

mote the order, peace and prosperity of this house. Endeavor to »
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govern and suppress those wild and lawless passions which would
iead you astray, the indulgence-of which would subject you to the
goadings of a guilty conscience in future life.

Let a sense of your youth and inexperience open your ears to
the instructions of the wise; and be careful to follow the example
of the good, while you are admonished by the fate of those who,
though possessed of promising talents, have, by vicious and intem-
perate courses, blasted their parents’ hopes, become a source of
sorrow to their friends, and a nuisance to society.

You have assembled here to receive that instruction in litera-
ture; those impressions in virtue and piety, which are to be the
foundation of your future character and usefulness in life.

Probably, in this consecrated place, where the gracious offer of
salvation is tendered you, by all the endearing considerations and
compassions of a God of merey, your fate may be fixed for eternity.
Here you may either be marked, with the seal of the Holy Spirit,
to eternal life, or, with the signet of reprobation, to everlasting
destruction. As sinners, fallen, depraved and guilty, you ought,
with deep solicitude, to inquire, how you are to escape the wrath
ofa sin hating and sin avenging God. You ought to learn from
the meek and condescending Saviour how you are to find rest for
your souls; and, in all your studies, pay particular attention to the
sacred Scriptures, which are able to make you wise unto salvation,
through faith in Jesus Christ.

Thus; after having sought, should you find the pearl of great
price, and obtain the boon of eternal life (the end to which all your
studies should be made subservient) you will have that wisdom
which an inspired Apostle desired (exclusively) to enjoy before
God, and boldly declared to men. You will then leave this Col- .
lege, invested with its honors, crowned with its blessing, with a
mind well improved, and with a heart filled with love and compas-
sion towards your fellow men.

You will then become your parents’ joy, your country’s boast,
and, probably, burning and shining lights in the church of God.

Tue Crr1zENs GENERALLY © :
Friends, you are also deeply interested in the prosperity of
this institution; and, ai'tefkﬁ long series of discouraging circum-

"‘ _ stances, you are brought to feel that interest, while your prospects

hegm to brighten.
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Your possessions, your families, your souls’ present and eternal
coneerns, are deeply involved here. The character and usefulness
of this institution will, in a certain degree, rise and fall with your
character; thus you have it in your power to do much for its pros-
perity. The students must necessarily have intercourse with
you; your conduct and conversation will have influence with
them. If you desire your own and your children’s welfare, if you
wish to promote the interests of this College, and to render it use-
ful to society, cultivate morality and religion among yourselves.
From your example let those young men learn virtue and piety,
instead of vice and profanity. Banish from your families and your
village the gambler, the profane swearer, the drunkard and the
Sabbath breaker. Let such learn,from the regulations and usages
of your little society, that you live not exclusively for yourselves,
but to profit others,and to promote the common interests of man-
kind. Let virtue,piety and integrity, with all the train of moral
excellence, characterise you as citizens, and you will aid this com-
mon cause, which in return will prove a special and lasting bles-
sing to you and your families.

ADDRESS,
BY THE REV. JOHN THOMPSON,

ON DELIVERING THE CHARTER, KEVS, &¢. TO THE FRESIDENT.

[x testimony of the confidence which this Board of Trustees
reposes in your talents, endowments and fidelity, the ensignia of
the superintendence, direction and government- of this important '

literary institution, are now committed to your care. [Tendering
the Charter, Keys, &e.] -

The guardians of this institution are not insensible that your
task is arduous, your situation trying, your office important and
highly responsible.

To lead the youth of our land in the path of literature and sci-
ence, so as to prepare them for usefulness and respectability in the
various departments of our Republic, is an undertaking that re-
quires talents, learning, industry and unremitting perseverance.
And it is still more difficult to watch over their morals—train =
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them to regular habits—and imbue their minds, as far as human
exertions can effect, with the meliorating influence of our holy
religion. This, if possible, is more important than the former.—
Because it is well known that the human mind, improved and ele-
vated by science without moral principles and habits, is only pre-
pared to perpetrate crimes of greater magnitude. In such eircum-
stances, knowledge, instead of terminating in wisdom,; guided in
its course by the love of justice and social order, degenerates into
selfish craftiness; and renders its possessor a curse to society in-
stead of a blessing. And how can genuine morality be cultivated
without the precepts and sanctions of religion? The experience
of all ages proves that it cannot. Consequently the great business
of education sinks from its native dignity, its exalted eminence,
when conducted so that the Alumni are led to think religion to be
no part of the qualification of a young gentleman for public life.—
And where can a religion be found so just to God, so good for man,
and producing such credentials of its divine original, as that con-
tained in the Bible? The sages of antiquity, though heathens,
were not ashamed to teach with care the religion of their eountry;
much less need we be ashamed to train up our youth in the knowl-
edge ofthat religion which has descended from heaven; which on-
ly can regulate effectually our hearts and lives for comfort and
usefulness here, and fit us for happiness in the eternal world. And,
although, from the nature of our institution, principles merely
sectarian, or such as respect modes, forms and minor diversities
of opinion, must be excluded; yet, on the broad ground of our
common christianity, the great facts, in the knowledge of which
we are deeply interested—the moral and divine precepts—the
eternal interests of men—and the glorious hopes presented in the
gospel—may be successfully inculcated.

But the governing of such an institution is as difficult and im-
portant as the task of giving instruction; and the latter cannot
long succeed well without the former. To combine the dignity
and authority of the president with the affection of a parent—

impartiality and inflexibility of the judge with a sympathiziﬂk

compassion for the victims of youthful folly—an undeviating adhe-
rence to wholesome laws and regulations, with a discriminating
discernment of the various shades of defalcation and crime—to
- guide, with firm, steady rein, yet with such discretion as never to
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break the cords with a rash or tyrannical touch, requires such an
assemblage of qualities—such a natural talent for governing—
such knowledge of mankind—such insight into the springs of hu-
man actions—such self-possession, command of temper and pa-
tience—as fall to the lot of but few of the children of men.

Although the standing of the head of such an institution is truly
honorable, arising from the high confidence reposed in him, and
the importance of the work in which he is engaged; yet it is an
honor generally purchased at a dear rate. Who that considers
the trying, vexatious and perplexing circumstances in which he
is often placed, will envy the worthy gentleman the honor to which
his talents and industry entitle him? But nothing substantial and
permanent can be achieved without exertions in some degree pro-
portioned to its importance. And Divine Providence has ordered
matters so wisely that men can often be found possessing a predi-
lection for the l_:mpluj,rmﬂnt, however arduous, which they are
eminently qualified to engage in with advantage.

If the duties of president are arduous, and his situation trying
and perplexing, the responsibility of the station is equally great.
Our institution is under the fostering hand of our state legislature.
These guardians of our country’s weal cannot avoid glancing their
eyes towards the gentleman who directs the vessel freighted with
materials so precious to our beloved country.

The trustees, its immediate guardians, are bound by sacred obli-
gations to watch over the institution, and must ardently desire its
prosperity. The public eye is directed the same course; patrons,
friends, desiring, hoping, expecting good success, and enemies.
longing and waiting for our halting.

Parents and guardians feel a deep interest in the honor, success
and prosperity of the University, which is to train the minds and
impress the stamp of respectability on the character of those so
dear to them. The high expectations of the young gentlemen
themselves must be met, and, if possible, exceeded. And, above
all, that God, who, by his providence, has elevated you to this im-
- portant stand, is looking on and recording in his book. To pre-
serve a conscience void of offence towards God, is paramount to
all other considerations. And a consciousness of having done so
will support the mind, should slander hurl her baleful shafts, or
ingratitude pour out the dregs of her bitter cup,
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Finally: a glance towards the importance of the institution
itself, will show the impbrtance of the standing of him who directs
its energies and holds the reins of its government. This institu-
tion isa nursery from which we hope to transplant into these im-
portant stations of society our future Physicians, Counsellors,
Judges, Statesmen and Divines. We trust that the pulpit, the bar,
the seat of judgment, our representative hall and senate chamber,
and even the hall of congress, shall be enriched from the fountain
of science opened in the midst of the western wilderness.

We hope to see some of these fruits ourselves; but our chil-
dren’s children to remote ages, shall reap and gather in this inval-
uable harvest. Important indeed is the standing of him who
commences and leads to maturity such a seminary of science.—
But happy shall he be,who, filling the seat with ﬁdellty, shall find
his labors erowned with success.

Notwithstanding that this board are deeply impressed with
these considerations, they cheerfully, without one fear of miscar-
riage, commit this institution to your care; assisted, as you shall
be, by these worthy gentlemen already associated with you, and
others that may, from time to time, be added to the faculty. Prom-
ising you all their patronage and influence in so weighty an un-
dertaking; and praying for the aid and approbation of that God
whose providence rules over all, and whose smiles give life. If
Jehovah build the house, they shall not labor in vain who build it.
If he keep the city, the watchmen shall not watch in vain.

INAUGURAL ADDRESS,
BY THE REV. R. H. BISHOP, D. D. PRESIDENT.

My Frienps,
Our motto at this time 15—

«'The Lord hath been mindful of us: he will bless us; he will bless the house of Israel; he
will bless the house of Aaron. [He will bless them that fear the Lord; both small and
great. The Lord shall increase you more and more, you and your children. Ye are
Llessed of the Lord which made heaven and earth. The heaven, even the heavens, are
the "s: but the earth hath he given to the children of men. The dead praise not
the Lord, neither any that go down into silence. But we will hless the Lord from this
time forth and for evermore. Praise the Lord ™ [Ps. 115: 12—18.

Two thousand years ago, our fathers were wandering in the
woods of Germany, or along the northern banks of the Caspian
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or Euxine sea, in a situation, in many important respects, worse
than the present condition of the Indians of North America.

The God whom they worshipped was a God of eruelty and blood.
His titles were, the Terrible, the Severe, the Father of Carnage.
And to this God our fathers, in what they supposed to be a solemn
act of religious worship, literally sacrificed their own children.—
Nor had they any higher conception of the joys of a future state
than those of ceaseless slaughter, and drinking beer out of the
skulls of their enemies, with a renovation of life to furnish a per-
petuity of the same enjoyments.

Greece and Rome, in their proudest days, marked our fathers
as barbarians; and the Jews, to whom were eommitted the oracles
of the Living God, marked both the Greeks and Barbarians as out-
casts and aliens; yet, even then, Heaven had plans of mercy, and
prophecies and ‘promises, respecting those wanderers and outcasts;
and, in the fulfilment of these promises and prophecies, all these
marks of misery and disgrace are obliterated.

It is written: “God shall enlarge Japheth and he shall dwel[ in
the tents of Shem.” It is further written: “Surely the Isles shall
wait for me, and the ships of Tarshish first to bring my sons from
afar, their silver and their gold with them, unto the Lord thy God,

and to the Holy One of Israel, because he hath glorified thee.”—

We are this day, my friends, witnesses for God, that these are the
words of him who knew the end from the beginning. We are the
children of those who were outeasts and barbarians—but we are
all recognized as sons of the Highest; and we are this day in full
possession of privileges and attainments which as far surpass the
privileges of the Jews as the meridian splendor surpasses the
light and the heat of early dawn; and we are as far superior to
the boasted attainments of Greece and Rome as the light of Heav-
en and the arrangements of Nature exceed the feeble and the nar-
row contrivances of man.

Nor as men, have we any reason to be ashamed of our ances-
tors. In the most triumphant, as well as in the most effeminate
days of Persia, and of Greece and Rome, they were a hardy and
frugal, and, in the language of the world, an industrious and virtu-
ous people, commanding the northern countries of Asia and Eu-
rope; and while they were never subdued themselves, they, on
various occasions, furnished the means by which kingdoms and

h}.’#
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empires were overturned and a new order of things was established.

Twelve or fourteen hundred years ago these people took posses-
sion of the British Isles; and, animating all their institutions with
the spirit of freedom, and liberty, and research, they soon became
strong at home, and formidable abroad. And, from that day to
this, their ships have traversed every sea, and their colonies have
been planted under every climate; and their warriors, and arti-
sans, and scholars, have visited all the nations of the earth.

Two hundred years ago an important branch of this stock was
planted on the eastern shore of the vast continent of North Ameri-
ca. It has taken deep root, and has preserved all the vigor of the
original stem in its best days. It hasbeen plentifully watered by
the dews and the rains of Heaven; the meridian sun has commu-
nicated to it its most invigorating influence; and it now overspreads
a tract of country, which, in extent and natural advantages, can
be compared with any other tract on the surface of the earth.

- Weare met this day, my friends, under circumstances not alto-
gether dissimilar to those under which our fathers often met,
both in the old and the new world. When our situation this day
is compared with that of Oxford, in Old England, or with that of
Cambridge, in New England ; we are the rough and poverty strick-
en, and the half tutored barbarians; and the students, and tutors,
and fellows, and professors, and ehancellors, and the other high
sounding titled officers connected with these ancient institutions,
are the sons of the arts and the sciences, and of plenty, and of ease
and elegance. Yet, all things considered, our situation this day is,
perhaps, as encouraging as that of Oxford, in Old England, was
in the days of Alfred, or that of Cambridge, in New England, not
two hundred years ago. .

Not sixty years ago, all the country west and south of the Alle-
gheny mountains was a wilderness. There are now in that region
nine states and three territories; and a population of not less than
three millions.

Twenty years ago the state of Ohio was just organized, with a
population of not more than forty thousand. In 1792 Volney
describes Cincinnati as not much superior to an Indian village.—
We have now a population of upwards of 600,000; and we have
farms, and cities, and manufacturing establishments, which vie
with those of the oldest states in the Union. Other sixty years

3
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hence, and the population and improvements will, in all probabili-
1y, be extended to the Pacific ocean.

There is something in the origin and progress of the people of
the United States which has given them a spirit of enterprise, and
an elevation of character, which have as yet distinguished no other
people upon the face of the earth. Ignorance, and barbarism, and
fable, furnish no materials in the history of these people.  We
here behold a peaple, in the full possession of the arts and scien-
ces, and under the influence of a benign and heavenly religion; ta-
king possession of a continent, and springing up at once, a mighty
nation. . '

We are, my friends, in the good providence of God, a part of
this mighty pation. The institution which we are now organi-
zing is one of the outposts of her extended and extending posses-
sions. Only a generation hence, and what is now an outpost will
be the centre.  To dwell at any length, at this time, on the use of
Colleges and Universities, must be, in a great measure, unneces-
sary. Itis my happiness this day to address men who have seen,
with their own eyes, and who have examined for their own indivi.
dual improvement, schools, and colleges, and universities of every
description: and, having in early life enjoyed the advantages. of
these, have, for half a life time, been giving to their own families
and neighborhoods, and to the nation at large, a practical illus-
tration of the value of all such institutions.

We need not, at this day, repeat that both the moral and phys-
ical strength of a community depends, under God, solely on the
number of well informed individuals hich that community may
be able to call its own. Nor need we say that, all other things
being equal, that individual will be the best informed, who, in the
early period of his life, has had the greatest number of well se-
lected and well arranged facts set before him. Nor need we an-
nounce that a college or a university is an institution where the
acquirements, and the experience, and the history of the world,
are arranged and detailed for the express purpose of informing
the human mind; and for fitting every individual who may spend
a reasonable time within its walls to be a kind of university him-
self; to his own and to the succeeding generations.

Time was when the personal advantages of a liberal education
were, in a great measure, confined to the professional characters.
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It is not sonow. A diffusion of cven scientific knowledge is, in the
United States at least, now nearly as extensive as that of air and
water. It is the [urthnght of every citizen of the United States to
aspire to the highest honors and to the highest trusts which twelve
millions of free and enlightened citizens can bestow. And it is
equally his birthright to enjoy, in early life, the means by which
he muy be fitted for filling, with dignity, every one of these import-
ant and honorable departments. And since to be worthy of the
suffrages of enlightened men, and to be qualified to rule over en-
lightened men, must require attainments of a very different kind
from those which are necessary tomanage the affairs of a rude and
ignorant multitude; the true value of scientific acquirements can
only be known and felt in an enlightened community. Hence the
youth of the United States have inducements to aspire to intellee-
tunl and moral improvement which are presented to the youth ﬂf'
no other country under the sun.

Equality, with respect to the enjoyment of civil and religious
rights, is a great and most valuable privilege. But this privilege
may be secured by the constitution of a country, and even toa
great extent by the laws and by the administration; and vet all
the offices of power and trust, and nearly all that gives character
to the nation, be chiefly confined to the individuals belonging to
certain classes. The land of our fathers is a country of this kind.
In the United States itis otherwise. There ishere an equality with
respect to the acquiring and enjoyment of wealth,and an equality
in our daily social intercourse with one another, which is unknown
in every other country under the sun; and which has an influence
in producing, and perfecting, and bringing forth into exercise, in-
tellectual and moral talents, to a degree of which those who have
never seen it can have no adequate conception. And the same
causes which originally produced this equality in the United States,
will continue to operate in the northern and western states partic-

‘ularly, for generations hence..

It is from this fact, rather than from any other, that we are en-
couraged to hope that the Miami University will increase with res-
peat to resources and influence, with the increase of the resources
and influence of the Western States. The states on this side of the
Ohio River are to be filled up with a hardy and industrious race
of men. And while these men shall, with their own hands, culti-
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vate their own soil, they shall, in all ordinary cases, have an
abundance of the necessaries of life. And while every one will
not be ashamed of laboring with his hands, the blessing of heaven
upon his honest and daily labor will afford him and his children
ample means for intellectual and moral improvement. A taste for
reading and study, and a continued desire to become acquainted
with the history and the improvements of the day, will, then, in
some measure, mix with the plans and pursuits of every headof a
family, and will be by him infused, to a certain degree, into the
character of every one of his sons. And while, from a population
of this kind, we are not to expect a great number of what, in Eu-
rope, would be called learned and sclentific characters, yet a full
share of them will unavoidably be produced ; and from almost ev-
erv family will spring up men, and women too, who will under-
stand and appreciate all that is valuable in the whole circle of the
arts and sciences. In such a country, and among such a people,
schools and colleges of every description cannot fail to receive a

ample support. :

It may, therefore, be by no means an unprofitable exercise sim-
ply to sketch out, at this time, the nature and the kind of support
which the Miami University, and other institutions of a similar
nature, must have, from the community atlarge, if ever they areto
be permanent and extensive public blessings.

And, in the first place, we must take it for granted that every
head of a family, and every man who has any influence, will exert
himself, in his proper sphere, to extend the influence of common
English schools, and of grammar schools, by which the youth of
the land may be prepared for entering colleges and universities.
To make our children worthy of our fathers, a common English
education, and a good gramm&r school education must be within
the reach of every man’s family. The Miami country, and a vast
tract of land to the westand the north of this distriet, is rich, and
is to be rich for ages in producing human and immortal beings, as.
well as in producing all that is necessary for the support of ani-
mal life. And the soil is to be cultivated by the lords of the soil
and by their children. We could name one father of a family in
this district, who has prepared all his sons for college, and who
has supported some of these sons at college, by making his sons at
once farmers and scholars. The sons have had, from their-boy-
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hood to their maturity, their study and their laboring hours; their
study and their laboring weeks; and, while attending college, their
study and their laboring months; and, in this way, the mind and
the body have been mutually invigorated and supported. An inde-
pendence of mind, and an independence of fortune, and a strength
and vigor of mind and body, have been. thus cherished, and secured,
and perfected; compared with which the largest hereditary states
among the lordships and dukedoms of Europe are perfect insignifi-
cance. Now, with but very little exertion, but with a combined and
well directed exertion, the whole country from which the Miami
University is to derive its chief resources, may be filled with such
noblemen of nature. Every family and every neighborhood, has
entirely at its own command the means of preparing any given
number of its sons for entering the regular classes of the universi-
ty. And in this way a healthy and virtuous, and really learned
population, may be continued till the end of time. Every family
 may thus, in fact, be a body of well informed scientific mep.

Nor will the 'jrnuth, thus prepared, ever disappoint the expecta-
“tions of their fathers, or mothers, or country. No fashionable
amusements—none of the seductive arts which mark the degener-
acy of an age or of a country, will be necessary to recommend
literature and science to youth of this deseription. The stores of
ancient and modern discoveries will only need to be pointed out to
such youth; and they will grasp them and make them their own
at once.

The report of the joint committee of last assembly, and the act
which was the result of that report, to provide for the support and
better regulation of common schools, will, if followed up and acted
on by the people at large, form an era in the history of Ohio. Com-
mon English schools, and academies, and colleges mutually act
and react upon each other. They are in fact all essential parts
" of one great whole. Wherever you find a region of country stud-
ded with grammar schools, you will find in the centre a flourish-
ing college or university; and wherever a school of the higher
order rears its head and gets into successful operation, the neigh-
boring country will not be long without its institutions, in which
the elements of a good substantial education will be successfully
taught.

We proceed, however, to state,

II. That a university, to be a public and permanent blessing,
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must have, from the community at large, a large share of pecunia-
ry support. All the improvements and discoveries of the world
are,in some form or other, to be brought into and exhibited within
the walls of a university. The means to procure these improve-
ments and discoveries, and to exhibit them to advantage, within a
given time, must, therefore, be furnished, or you cannot have a
university. _

The Miami University, is, in the ordinary language of the day,
liberally endowed. It is liberally endowed when compared with
a common school; and it is liberally endowed when compared with
many other chartered colleges in the United States. But for the
purpose of accomplishing, within a reasonable time, the great end
of either a college or a university, its present funds are by no
means adequate. We have, likely, enough for the permanent
support of the necessary number of instructors, and for keeping
the buildings which are erected in good repair; but to make your
present officers and their successors useful, you must furnish them
with ofher means. A library is needed; a philosophical and chem-
ical apparatus is needed; additional buildings are needed; and to
furnish these worthy of the Miami University, and worthy of the
population, which, in less than half a generation, will be within
forty miles of Oxford, = sum of not less than sixty or seventy
thousand dollars is nccessary. And to illustrate this, nothing
more is necessary than to attend to the history of other institu-
tions of the kind.

Yale College was founded in 1700, and began with a fund of
forty volumes folio, the donation of nearly as many mdividuals,
value thirty pounds sterling. In 1714, 16, 19 and 20, this fund
was increased by donations of various kinds, but particularly in
books and money; to the amount of three thousand pounds sterling;
and a building 170 feet long, 22 feet wide, and 3 stories high, con-
taining fifty study rooms, was erected. "In 1732 the gencral as- -
sembly granted to the college 1500 acres of land. In the same
year Bishop Berkely, of Cloyne, in Ireland, bestowed upon the in-
stitution 1000 volumes of books, valued at 400 pounds sterling ; and
a farm in Rhode Island, to bring annually, for 999 years, a rent of
30 pounds sterling.

In 1745 the assembly made a farther grant of‘ 100 pounds, to be
paid annually during its pleasure; and in 1750, the same honora-
ble body furnished the means of erecting another elegant and con-
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venient building for the use of the college, to be called Connecticut
Hall.

Between the years 1746 and 1758, funds were collected from
various sources, to endow a professorship and to erect a house for
the professor. And in 1761 a chapel 50 feet long and 14 feet wide,
with a steeple and galleries, were erected by subscription.

In 1770 the assembly furnished another considerable sum to
found a professorship of Mathematics and Natural Philosophy;
and, in 1782, Daniel Lathrop, of Norwich, bequeathed, for the use
of the college, 500 pounds sterling. In the same year a new brick
Hall was erected, 60 feet in length and 30 feet in breadth.

Between the years 1787 and 89, a few friends on both sides of
the Atlantic united their influence and efforts, and purchased in
London, and delivered, free of expense, to the college at New Ha-
ven, a complete philosophical apparatus.

This may serve as a specimen of the manner in which Yale Col-
lege was supplied with funds during the first eighty years of her
existence. The present state of Yale College is a president, ten
professors, and 462 students.

Dartmouth College, in New Hampshire, was founded in 1770.—
Its original fund was something about 10,000 pounds sterling, col-
lected in Great Britain, chiefly under the influence and patronage
of Lord Dartmouth, and lands given by the state of New Hamp-
shire, to the amount of 30,000 acres. In 1785 the state of New
Hampshire and the state of Vermont gave each a township of land
to the college, amounting in all to 46,000 acres. Generally speak-
ing, there are befwixt one hundred and fifty and two hundred
residents at Dartmouth College. Something like fourteen hun-
dred have passed through a regular course there; and of these up-
wards of three hundred have been ordained to the work of the
gospel ministry.

A similar statement of the rise and progress and the present
state of other flourishing and useful colleges in the United States
might be given; but what has been exhibited is, we presume, suf-
ficient for our present purpose.

We are, gentlemen and friends, in hn]y Providence, intrusted
with the literary character of a large portion of the populous and
* flourishing state of Ohio; and we have, to the west and north of
us, an Empire which may also receive its future character and
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destiny from us. To discharge our duty to the present and sue-
ceeding generation, we must be impressed with a just sense of the
importance of our trust. The magnitude of the object to be accom-
plished, must be fully and always before us; amd the pecuniary
means, to secure the accomplishment of this object, must be am-
ple in order to be adequate.

We ask not for funds which would render either us or our suc-
cessors in office independent of the good will of the community—
but we would state, in express terms, to the fathers and mothers,
to the patriots and christians of the present generation, that, to
render the Miami University worthy of its name, and to make
it really a University to the rising generation, we must have a
library, and a philosophical and chemical apparatus, and additional
buildings; and that, to procure these, a sum of at least sixty or
seventy thousand dollars in addition to the present funds of the
university is necessary.

The value of Yale, Dartmouth and Princeton colleges is known,
and is duly appreciated, not only in the United States, but over
half the world. Nor can any data be given by which you can
calculate the wealth which these institutions have created in their
immediate neighborhoods, and in the United States. The Miami
University aims at nothing more, and she would be unworthy of
her name and of the patronage of the public, if she aimed atany
thing less, than to be to the people north and west of the Ohio
river what these distinguished institutions have been and still are
to their respective states and neighborhoods. But to make her so,
she must have the same fostering hand of munificence by which
these nurseries of literature, and of science, and of piety, have been
reared and supported. :

The charge of parsimony has often been brought against Democ-
racies. Terms vary their meaning with their application. It is
true that Democracies have been sparing of their money when
mere amusement or sensual indulgence has been the object. And
they have been sparing of their money in giving high salaries to
their officers, and bestowing pensions on individuals and families
for which there have been no adequate services performed. But
it is not true that Democracies have been sparing of their money,
or of their lives either, when the real good of the community was
at stake. The mass of the people may be misinformed, or they
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may be led astray on some particular occasion; but the people must
always be faithfulto themselves so far as they have the means of
information; and they may always be safely intrusted with the
disposal of their own money. Let the mass of the people then—
let the fathers and the mothers and patriots in the western divi-
sion of the state of Ohio be fully informed: let them know that
it is their interest, and the interest of their children, and of their
children’s children, to furnish the Miami University with a Libra-
ry, and with a philosophical and chemical apparatus, and with ad-
ditional buildings: and whatever is necessary for accomplishing
these objects, shall, within a reasonable time, be cheerfully fur-
nished.*

We proeeed, however, to call your attention to another class of
facts.

No institution of learning, by whatever name it is known, can
be a real and permanent blessing to the community, unless it is in-
separably connected with the religion of our Lord Jesus—the reli-
gion of the Bible. Many facts might be brought toillustrate this.

It is the glory of this religion that it is adapted to the present
state of man, and to the state of every man, in every state of soci-
ety. Itis, in fact, the only religion which has ever proposed to
be a general and universal good. Hence all the institutions of this
religion have for their object the general diffusion of knowledge; and
in these institutions every individual, whether rich or poor, learned
or illiterate, standing high in society, or belonging to the dregs of
the people—every individual is here addressed as an important be-
ing—as a being endowed with a rational and immortal soul—with a
soul whose energies shall be expanding while eternity itself shall

* However desirable it might be to have at once and immediately,
the whole of what is really necessary for the complete endowment and
complete operation of the Miami Uuiversity, it is not to be expected
that the object can be accomplished for several years. The institution
must grow with the growth, and strengthen with the strength, of the
surrnnndin; country. Lt it, however, be distinctly remembered, and
let it be yearly, in some form or other, stated, that sixty or seventy
thousand dollars, at least, arestill wanting to make the institution what
it ought to be. It would be well also, for the friends of literature and
the prosperity of the country, to consider the various ways and means
by which all that is necessary might be procared. -~

; 4
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last. Hence these institutions are not only well adapted to bring
into exercise all the powers of the human mind, but also to bring
into vigorous and profitable exercise all the intellectual and moral
powers of every individual of the community. = The religion of the
Bible, then, must, from its very nature, be one of the most pow er-
ful auxiliaries to every institution which has for its object the im-
provement of the human mind. " i
Again: The declared object of schools of every kind, and par-
ticularly the declared object of the higher schools, such as colleges
and universities, is to elevate the intellectual and moral character
of man: and,if possible, to produce a state of things in which igno-
rance and vice shall scarcely be known. But the Bible alone gives
us any rational assurance that such a state of things isattainable;
and it farther informs us, in plain terms, that that state shall be
. yroduced, and produced only by the universal influence of the Gos-
pel of Ged’s Son. When man shall be generally created anew
in Jesus Christ, and not till then, shall man be again exhibited in
the image of his Maker. When the fear and the knowledge of
the Lord shall cover the earth as the waters cover the sea, and not
till then, shall there be nothing to hurt or destroy in human soei-
ety. Farther: It is plainly announced that of the increase of
Messiah’s government and peace there shall be no end; and that
this government is ultimately to swallow up or annihilate all oth-
er kingdoms and interests. The stone which is cut out of the
mountains without hands, is to crush all the kingdoms of the earth;
and is to become a great mountain and fill the earth. Hence it
follows that every institution of literature and science, which is
not identified with the interests of our Lord’s kingdom, must be-
long to that system which is to be destroyed by the breath of his
mouth and the brightness of his coming; and shall as certainly per-
ish as Pagan and Antichristian Rome shall perish, in God’s giving
the heathen to his Son for his inheritance and the uttermost ends of the
earth for his possession. And hence it follows, farther, that every
attempt to promote literature and science unconnected with the
religion of our Lord Jesus, must be warring against heaven, and
must, in the issue, be destructive of the best interests of man.
In fine: Man, as an individual, is soon, very soon, to be done
with all below the sun. His relation to civil society is short, and ,
the deslih‘y of empires or of worlds is but a small matter when
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compared with his own individual destiny. That system of edu-
cation, therefore, must be radically defective, which does not, in
all its arrangements, view every pupil as at once a mortal and an
immortal being. And we know that the religion of our Lord Jesus
alone has brought life and immortality to light,and that there is
not another name under heaven given among men, whereby men
must be saved, but this blessed name.

But how, it is asked, would you connect the interests of the
- Miami University with the religion of the Bible? In the very
same way in which its interests must, in the very nature of things,
be inseparably connected with the best interests of the state of
Ohio, and with the best interests of the western country.

We are not ashamed to avow our belief that, without the contin-
ued blessing of heaven, the University cannot be a blessing to the
community. Except the Lord build the house they labor in vain who
build it. Nor are we ashamed to avow our belief that we have no
reason to expect this blessing but as the fruit of united and contin-
ued prayers. We ask, then, and publicly ask, the continued and
united prayers of all God’s people. When, in their daily and
weekly prayers, they say,“May thy kingdom come,” let them add,
as included in that petition, May the Miami University, and all the
and colleges of our country, be identified with that kingdom, which
schools shall never be destroyed. May wisdom, and integrity, and
intellectual and moral talent of every description, be communicated
from the Father of Mercies and the Father of Lights, to all the
instructors and all the pupils of all our schools and colleges; and
may all this mass of intellect and information be under the con-
trol of Him who is to reign forever.

Again: In the proposed plan of educatmn in the Miami Univer-
sity, the Bible itself is to hold a prominent place. Itis tobein the
hands of every pupil, and is to be regularly and frequently refer-
red to. It is sincerely believed that the Bible is the source of all
intellectual as well as all moral strength; and that the human
mind will be able to numprehend the works of God, and particular-
Iy be able to understand the nature of man and the principles of
God’s government of the world, just in proportion as it may be
able to understand and comprehend God’s word. Hence the stu-
dy of the Bible, the study of its histories, of its doctrines and mor-
als, of - its prophecies, of its institutions, shall be connected, in
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the Miami University, with the study of all other history, and
with the study of all other systems of religion, and ‘morals, and
jurisprudence.

The christian religion is the avowed religion of our common
country; and the Bible is the only souree from which a knowledge
of the prineiples of this religion, and of its peculiar characteristics,
can be derived. The Bible, therefore, demands a high standing
among the books which ought to be studied by the jruuth of the
United States.

The professed christians of the United States are, indeed, like
men every where else, where freedom of inquiry and freedom of
choice are enjoyed: they are connected with a considerable num-
ber of differently organized societies. Butall these different divi-
sions agree in appealing to the Bible as the standard of their faith,
and as the only infallible rule of conduct; and, however much the
members of these different societies may differ as to the modes of
church government, and modes of worship, and peculiar phrases
in explaining some of the more abstruse doctrines, yet the great
body of them agree in holding fast, substantially and unequivocal-
ly, the leading doctrines of revelation. To the serious christian
of every denomination, therefore—toallin fact who recognize the
Bible to be the word of God—it must be desirable that their children,
and the children of their friends, 4nd the youth of their common
. country, be early and familiarly acquainted with all that is con-
tained in the Bible. .

- We need not add that, under the influence of the daily use of the
Bible, the Sabbath, within the walls of the Miami University, shall
be devoted to devotion and to the study of the Bible; and that the
morals and deportment of the students and the officers shall, so far
as discipline and authority, and example, can extend, be such as to
afford no inconsiderable evidence that wisdom’s ways are ways nf
pleasantness and that all ker paths are peace.

The age in which Providence has cast our lot is distinguished -
for the variety and extent of its schemes and improvements.—
These mighty preparations and mighty exertions portend no ordi-
nary results. The empire of the world, the command of the hu-
man family, is at stake; and the champions who are in the field,
and who are mustering their forces, are no less personages than
the prince of darkness, the arch-fiend of the bottomless pit, on the
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. one side, and Messiah, the seed of the woman and the Lord Jeho-
vah, on the other. And it will hold true with respect to institu-
tions of learning as well as with respect to kingdoms and individ-
uals. He who is not for me is against me; and he who gathereth not
with me scatlereth abroad. “

Nor shall the identifying of our institution of learning with the
kingdom and with the triumphs of Messiah, impede the progress of
. the human mind in its discoveries and improvements. He that
planted the ear, shall he nothear? He who formed the eye, shall ke
not see? He who teacheth men knowledge, shall.he not know? The
God of the Bible is the God of creation. In the Bible all the differ-
ent departments of the universe are again and again called on to
praise him. And they do praise him, by unfolding their various
stores to the mind of man, the lord of the lower world and the
high priest of creation. The works of the Lord are great; sought
vut of all them that have pleasurein them. :

Genuine piety cheerfully acknowledges the God of the Bible as
the Father of Lights, as the only source of genuine intelligence ;—
and it applies to natural as well as moral science theadmonition
and encouragement: If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God,
who giveth to all men liberally and upbraideth not, and it shall be
* Weclose.

We are admonished, by the events of this day, that we are mor-
tal beings. One generation passeth away and another cometh;
but the earth abideth for ever. We are organizing a new insti-
tution in a new country, literally in the midst of the western for-
ests; but we are also standing upon the ashes of the dead. The
workmen who undertook the erection of this building, and who
laid its deep and firm foundation, lived not to see their eontract
fulfilled; the worthy father who organized, and who taught the
first school which was taught under the authority of the corpora-
tion, has been called home to the better country; and a considera-
ble number of other friends who, during the last fiftecen years,
were in their places, active and successful in making arrangements
to receive, within a given time, a complete course of collegiate ed-
ucation in this spot, have also disappeared. Whatsoever, then, our
hand findeth to do, let us do it, in our place, with our might; for there
is no work, nor wisdom, nor device in the grave whither we go.
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which were cherished and strengthened, and brought to a consi-
derable degree of maturity in the nursery, the private school, and
the college. Hence you may, even at this early period of your
lives, form a pretty accurate estimate of what will be the lead-
ing features in your characters in the various situations in
which your future lots may be cast. A young man, who at your
time of life, is indolent or stubborn, and self-willed, or immoral
or irregular in his habits, cannot give much encouragement to his
friends, that he will be distinguished for attention to any business
with which he may be intrusted. But on the other hand, the young
man who, on finishing his college course, has acquired the habits
of application, and self-government, and who not only knows but
who feels the influence of religious and moral principles, such a
young man, bids fair to be ‘an ornament to every class of men
with which he may be connected, and an extensive blessing to un-
born generations.

From a pretty extensive acquaintance with each of you, we
can publicly say, “that as yet, no one of you belongs to the class
of the indolent and the immoral.” Without any hesitation, we
say to your friends and to the public, that you are thus far, prom-
ising young men: that the labor and the expense bestowed upon
you by instructors and parents, and other friends, have not been
bestowed in vain. But God only Imuws what will be your future
characters. _

Though you have finished, a.nd finished with credit to your-
selves, an important part of your course, yet you are only enter-
ing upon life. Your character is yet unformed. Another period
of five, or six, or ten years, is still required to determine the im-
portant question: whether you are to be a blessing, or a curse to
the community. We hope, however, the best of every one of
you, and from all that we know of you, we have a strong confi-
dence that the expectations of your fathers nnd mothers, and other
friends will not be disappointed.

In parting with you, we cannot, at this late hour, give you any
new information. Nor can we bring before you any motives to
worthy and useful conduct which have not again, and again, both
in public and in private, been urged upon you. You have acquir-
ed a competent knowledge of the powers of your own minds,
and of the nature and use of language. You have acquired hab-
its of attention, and research, and reflection. Your memoriesand
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judgments are tolerably well supplied with a variety of important
facts and principles derived from the history of man, and f{rom
the history of science and literature. And, above all, it is to be
added, that you are the sons of christian fathers and christian
mothers, that from your very infaney, and through the whole of
your course of education, the Bible has been open to you, and
that with the facts and principles of this infallible record every
one of you is familiar. Nor is evidence wanting, that most of
you personally know the value of that precious volume: and
know also the encouragement which you have,as weak and help-
less and guilty creatures, to hdp-e in the divine mercy, and to live
in his fear, and under his protection. With these principles and
these hopes, though you may have your difficulties and your dan-
gers in passing through life, yet we can with confidence say, that
your latter end will be safe and triumphant.

In less than one hour hence you part—and part never more to
meet again, either within these walls, or any where else, till all the
individuals of all the generations of men shall be collected to-
gether in one vast assembly. :

You are not ignorant of the solemnities which will distinguish
that eventful day. You know also what will render that day, to
any individual, a day of joy and gladness, or a day of shame and
sorrow. Shall we meet then—but meet only to part again and
to part forever? or shall we then meet to enjoy one another, and
all that is good, while immortality itself lasts?

What may be your particular situations in passing through life
where you may reside—how often and under what circumstances
you may move from one place to another—who will be your as-
sociates, your assistants or antagonists—whether your period of
life and action shall be long or short—and whether your career
shall be marked with prosperity or adversity—these and a thou-
sand other circumstances of great importance to your comfort
and usefulness are all unknown to me, and to you, and to your
most intimate friends.

Your Father who is in Heaven, knows them all; and if you
know him that is enough. He has arranged them all. He is
your creator, your preserver, and will be your judge. Take him
as your God, and your guide, and your everlasting portion, and
all will be well with you both in time and eternity.

5 ;
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States are not, as yet, too numerous, The location of the most of
them is also happy. They have all gone into operation, or been
reorganized in the course of the last five years. They are all
-rising, and command, in a moderate degree, the public confidence.
And the great and leading prineiple has been settled with us, and
by a pretty expensive experiment to some of the people of the
West, (at an expense of, at least, one hundred thousand dollars)
that the religion and the practical piety of the Bible must pervade
the whole of a literary institution, or it will go to destruction.

It is, perhaps, a considerable mistake to make the large estab-
lishments of Europe a model for our Western colleges. Exten-
sive and liberal endowments of professorships, and fellowships,
and scholarships, have, as yet, been the nurseries of indolence,
and extravagance, and vice of every kind, rather than of the oppo-
site virtues. Where we have had one Sir Isaac Newton, or one
Milner, we have had one hundred who were only nati fruges con-
sumere. A moderate endowment, just sufficient to put the institu-
tion fully and fairly into operation, and to meet the necessary
expenses of tear and wear—that which will make the officers of
the institution comfortable, but not raise them above their daily
labor, or put them beyond the reach of public opinion—an institu-
tion, in fine, which will accommodate, and do justice to, from 100
to 150 young men: such an endowment or arrangement is the
kind of institution which, in my opinion at least, is the most likely
to be & permanent blessing to the community.

The means by which schools and colleges of every kind may be
supported and managed in the great valley of the Mississippi, are
ample. A large portion of the inhabitants know, from experience,
and from the present state of the world, the value of literature in
all its departments. The population, in many extensive districts,
will soon be dense. Industry and anabundance of the good things
of this life pervade the whole. All the arrangements and opera-
tions of missionary, and Bible, and tract societies, and of Sabbath
school associations, harmonize in giving an impulse in favor of
literature, and of literature of the purest and most solid kind.—
And the increasing thousands of the youth of both sexes must be
educated, in some degree, corresponding with the extending course
of education, or all our national and civil advantages will be to the
next generation of very little avail. For it must not be concealed
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the most important preparatory movements for the réenovation of
the world. Hence we have ventured to say, “that the country now
occupied by these United States is not the empire itself, but the
seat of that growing empire, whose sons and citizens you are.”—
Whoever else may be employed by the Almighty and the gracious
Sovereign of the universe in giving to man and to all human insti-
tutions a new character, the sons of these new born States will be
called upon to act a most distinguished part.

And yet, while these are the brilliant objects of your hope, you
have much to fear. You need indulge no apprehensions as to the
issue, nor as to the personal safety and triumph of all who shall be
on the side of knowledge, truth, and virtue. But the conflict will
be severe, and many will fall in the conflict never more to rise.

You have much to fear respecting yourselves; and blessed, saith
the spirit of inspiration, is the man who feareth always.

It may be that you will not take your stand on the right side;
and then, if you persevere, sooner or later, you must fall; and it
may be that a large portion, and the best portion, of your life shall
be spent before you take your place, either directly or indirectly,
on either side. And, when you shall have taken your proper
stand, you may mistake as to the means, or may not exert your-
self with any thing like the vigor or interest which the importance
of the subject demands. And, in any one of these cases, there will
be a great loss. While you are to be above all ‘local prejudice,
your friends and the community have a right to expect that, in
every thing which shall have a bearing upon the improvement of
the state of society, any way within the sphere of your operation,
you shall take a deep, and an active, and an increasing interest.

Beware, however, of too much confidence in your own talents
or acquirements, or in the peculiar fitness of the particular meas-
ures which you may recommend and urge. With all the talents
which you possess, and all the knowledge which you have acquired,
youare yet only in your infancy; and, though you should live and
go on to improve till you shall have filled up your three score
years and ten, you will find that you shall have many things to
learn, and, from the day that you shall enter upon public life till
the day you shall become superannuated, you will find many con-
nected with you in doing the business of life, who have not enjoyed
half the opportunities of improvement which you have enjoyed,
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spt}nding with his friends at a distance. Let his situation in life be
ever so humble, he has to give and receive information on a great
variety of subjects. And the most ignorant and illiterate hasa
distinct conception of the influence which one man has upon an-
other, and of the importance of moral discipline and self-govern-
ment. All these objects are embraced in the arrangements of the
most imperfect of our common schools, and in our higher schools.
In colleges and universities there are not many other distinet ar-
ticles. He who fells and hews the timber in the forest, and he who,
in the distant city, gives it its last polish,are laboring in the same
employment, and are mutually dependent upon each other.

Under every form of government there must be, from the very
nature of man, and the nature of society, different departments,
and an infinite variety of ways, in which mutual improvement may
be promoted. It is indeed true, thﬁt, in an extremely rude state
of society, almost every man performs with his own hands, all the
labor which is necessary either for himself or his family: but it is
equally true, that, in such a state of society, a bare animal subsis-
tence is nearly all that is enjoyed, and that, as the comforts and
eonveniences of life are multiplied, men become more and more
dependent upon one another; and in no one case is this mutual
dependence more evident than in the case of education.

Gradual and, as to what we yet know, endless development is
one of the great distinguishing characteristics of all God’s works,
and is most legibly enstamped upon the human mind, and upon
society. There was a time when Demosthenes, and Cicero, and
Bacon, and Locke, and Newton, knew not the letters of the Alpha-
bet, and had not a name to express the milk by which they were
nourished. There was a time when the inhabitants of Great
Britain and France lived in caves and hollow trees, as the ances-
tors of the polished Greeks had done centuries before. The sun
shone, and the rains and the dew fell, and the rivers flowed in the
great valley of the Mississippi, one hundred years ago, pretty
much as they do at this day. And there were men, and men too
of noble minds, who traversed at that time these extensive regions;
but letters and the arts of - reading and writing, and of collecting y
and transmitting information, were unknown. And hence the soil
remained uncultivated; the metals and ores in the bosom, and
even upon the surface, of the earth lay undisturbed and useless;—
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extensive and a more efficient eourse of education than wasknown
in the most of the colleges of the United States, not thirty years
Rgo. S '

It is a great mistake to suppose that the higher scheels are on-
ly for the benefit of the wealthy, and those of high standing in
society. Aré the common schools, in which provision is made for
the instruction of all the children in the neighborhood, for the ben-
fit of the wealthy and the well informed, and those of high stand-
ing only? Are the various voluntary associations, in our own
country, generally called Benevolent Institutions, whose particu-
lar object is to seek out the youth of every description, and put
them under a course of efficient intellectual improvement—are
these for the benefit of the wealthy only? And where and how
were the men formed, who have been and still are the most active
and the most efficient in establishing common schocls, and introdu-
cing into them, and into every cottage in the land, improved books,
and improved modes of instruction? These men are generally the
sons of Cnlleges_and Universities; and the books and improved
modes of instruction are the productions of men, who spent their
best days, and nights, and years within the walls of some college-

But farther: go into any college in the United States, and make
inquiry as to the young men, who are there, or who have been
there, and you will find, that an overwhelming majority have been
and still are the sons of fathers and mothers in moderate circum-
stances; and that a large number have been literally of the poor
of the land. Nay, throughout the world,in every generation, and
in every land, yon will find, thaf the great body of men of learn-
ing'and science, have been from the lower and middle classes of
society, and that having spent their lives in promoting the improve-
ment of their fellow men, and having never aimed at acquiring
any thing more than a bare competency, they have left their fam-
ilies, each member to shift for himself, and to begin the world anew
as his father had done. Amassing individual wealth, has never been
the object of the body of learned men; their object has generally
been to diffuse wealth and prosperity through the community, and
to cherish in the breast of the meanest human being, a spirit of in-
dustry,and vigor, and independence. Ience, it is a remarkable
fact in the history of man, that wherever schools of the higher and
the lower order have a general influence, poverty and dependence
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close students; and you must, for years yet to come, enlarge, and
enlarge, your stock of knowledge, and bring into exercise still far-
ther and farther, your intellectual and moral powers.

With all your acquirements, you are, as yet, acquainted only
with a few elementary facts and principles. The facts and prin-
ciples which are still unknown to you, even in those subjects
which you have studied most thoroughly, are numerous; and the
various applications of the facts and principles with which you are
familiar, are literally infinite. Instead, then, of supposing that
you have this day finished your studies, if you are to be of any
use in society, you are to consider yourselves as having only ac-
quired the knowledge of the alphabet and grammar of an education.

Whatever may be your acquirements. and whatever evidence
you may have given of possessing talents of the first order, you
know not, as yet, any thing of your full strength. Indee:'i, a more
decisive evidence of want of talent cannot be given, than for a
young man to suppose that, when he has obtained his degree of
A. B, or even of A. M., he has arrived at his full growth.

Besides: The period in which Providence has cast your lot de-
mands of every man, who would rank as a scholar, or as a man of
business, in any department of society, yearly and daily enlarge-
ment of his stock of knowledge, and, yearly and daily, some new
development of his powers. Improvements of every kind, in all
the departments of life, have, in the present generation, far out-
stript the ordinary march of history; and the youth just entering
upon action, who will be satisfied with the acquirements which he
may have already made, will, in the course of a few years, find
himself an age behind his former fellows.

2. If you would be useful in your day and gefleration, you must

_cherish liberal and extended views of men and things. The man
who has never been out of his native valley may be allowed to
believe that there is nothing valuable or desirable beyond the hills
which bound his vision; and the man who has associated only
with those of a particular religious or political sect, or who has
studied only one set of books on any subject which he has studied,
may be excused in supposing, that every thing which does not, at
the first glance, exactly accord with his notions and acquirements,
must be erroneous and dangerous: but other things are to be ex-

pected of those who have travelled, and read, and examined, and
laid up knowledge for themselves.
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remember that there have been good men, and honest men, and
genuine patriots, and men of talent, and wisdom, and experience,
conneécted with all the political parties which ever yet have been,
and that, in the changing and shifting state of society, the man
who has his supposed personal interest connected with the South
or the North, or the East or the West, this year, may, next year,
or during the next presidential term, have his personal and family
interest connected with the opposite point.

It must not, however, be concealed that the community may often,
from conflicting opinions—sometimes on great and important mat-
ters, but more frequently on, comparatively speaking, very little
matters—be in great and imminent danger. Men of very narrow
views, and of very limited capacities, though sincere and honest,
may be very far mistaken; and they may be very noisy, and they
may, for a time, have considerable influence over an honest and oth-
erwise well-informed majority of their fellow citizens. Real and
great difficulties willalsoevery year exist in applying acknowledged
general principles to the almost infinite variety of subjects connect-
ed with the external and the internal policy of these United States.
And, on all such occasions, the man who has the most enlarged
views of men and things, and who has the most complete command
of his own temper and disposition, will, all other things being equal,
be the best patriot, and the best statesman, and the best citizen,
and will, ultimately, bear away, through life and through succeed-
ing generations, the largest share of a nation’s glory.

As to the great and important concerns of religion, so far as
these are connected with social intercourse and personal useful-
ness, the same general principles will apply. The Bibleis the su-
preme and infallible standard of the religion of our common coun-
try; and it is ultimately to be the supreme and infallible standard
of the religion of every country, and of every people. This book,
among a number of other incontestible proofs, proclaims its divine
authority, by containing a number of facts and general principles,
simple and easy to be understood by themselves, and yet of the
most extensive sweep: facts and principles in their nature as un-
bending as the nature and purposes of Jehovah, and yet capable
of being applied to all the ever-changing and infinitely diversified
states and characters of man and society. -

To an inattentive observer, the christian world, particularly as
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be questionable; but it may also be, that on examination, they will
be found to possess more of propriety and justice, and of a fitness
to promote the general good, than those, who have but little prac-
tical knowledge in these matters, at first view, apprehended. But
let this be as it may; every regulation of every society, must
be cheerfully submitted to, by all the members of the society till
it is legally changed by a full, and free, and fair diseussion. The
opposite doctrine must make the opinion, or the disposition, or
even the mere whim of every man, the supreme law,

One word more:

With all your attainments, and with all your extended plans
and prospects, you are to remember, that you are soon to be in
eternity. You have already had many warnings, on this great
and important point. , You are to form plans, and increase your
stock of knowledge and form connexions, as if you were to live
and be active members of society, for ten, or twenty, or thirty,
or forty, or fifty years, from thisdate; but you are also to remem-
ber, that you may not live a single year or month, or even a sin-
gle day, after some of these most important arrangements have
been made. And you individually know well, the practical im-
provement, which ought to be made, of this fact, both with res-
pect to this life and the next.

May the God of your fathers be, from this day, your God, and -
your portion: and may you, from this day, live in His fear, and
be exclusively devoted to His service: and, then, whether you
shall be called home next year, or fifty years hence, it will be
with: “well done good and faithful servant, enter thou into the
joy of thy Lord.”

Friexnps, AND FeLLow CiTizExs,

As the organ of the Trustees and Faculty of Miami Univer-
sity, it is again my agreeable duty, to express our gratitude to
you, for your attendance at this time. We also express our sense
of the deep ohligation we are under to you, and to many other
friends in Ohio, and Kentucky, and Indiana, and in nearly all the
Southern and Western States, who have thus far, given to our
exertions in the cause of literature and science, your cordial and
continued support. Next to the smiles and the protection of the
Lord God of heaven and earth, no other favor, from any other

_ quarter, could have been of more value.



DR. BISHOP'S ADDRESSES. 55

When these exertions commenced, seven years ago, though
there was the form and the name of a college, yet it was not sup-
posed that it could be in less than five or six years, any thing
more than a good grammar school. But a kind providerce having
given us the support of a well informed and liberal community,
and having blest us particularly with the charge of a large num-
ber of remarkably promising young men, the Institution has ob-
tained, we trust, a respectable standing among the higher schools
of our beloved country, in a shorter period than was anticipated.
It is hoped, that all who are engaged in the management of the
concern, will ever feel the strong obligation under which they are,
never to act, in the least matter, unworthy of the high confidence
which has been placed in them; and that their exertions instead of
being diminished, will be increased;and that their arrangements -
will be yearly extended, so that Miami University, during the pre-
sent and the succeeding generations, may keep pace in her im-
provement, with the yearly increased population, and the yearly
increased improvements of these Western States. No man can at
present form any adequate conception, of what will be the charac-
ter and situation of these States, only thirty years hence. Un-
less some severe visitation of providence should occur, only one
thing is certain. Onward, will be the watch word, and the indi-
viduals or associations, who will in any degree relax their ener-
gies, will soon be left far behind.

The government of the institution has been and is conducted
upon a new principle, for the government of Colleges. We have
no code of bye-laws—nor any official visiting or locking up
of rooms. We have a course of education, and a particular spe-
cified object to be obtained; and every instructor is left to take his
own way, in discharging the duties of his department. Every
young man is, also, putentirely upon his good behavior. If he is
capable of being instructed, he knows what is right, and what is
* wrong; what is proper, and what is improper; what is worthy of
his character and prospects, and what is not worthy: and if he is
not, in a very few months capable of governing himself, and of
respecting all the rights and privileges of his associates, he is dis-
missed as hopeless. It is believed, that this is the only principle
of government, which suits the-sons of freemen, and which will
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ney vested in a farm, and the necessary stock, or in some mechan-
ical, or merecantile concern, say only three years ago, would have
by this time produced, or at the very farthest would in another pe-
riod of two or three years produce to you, and to a rising family
an abundance of all the necessaries "and comforts of life.

But the money, and the time spent in acquiring a liberal, and a
professional education, form but a very small portion of the items
of the account. Expectations and anxieties of many intimate
friends are always in such cases numerous and high. A father
and mother, and a brother, and a sister, have feelings with respect
to a son or a brother who is engaged in such a pursuit which ad-
~ mitof no caleulation. And exertions and in many cases depriva-
tions and sacrifices are made by those friends, in order to procure
the means of support tg the son, or brother whicli are never made
under any other class of circumstances. Add to all—that with all
the care and prudence; and attention which can be exercised; all
those literary, and scientific and professional attainments are made
at the risk of losing health and life; and the life, and continuance
of all the earthly comfort of the parent, sometimes only one pa-
rent,and that the mother depends upon the life, and the eontinued
eomfort, and success of the son who is far from home, and who
is day after day, and night after night engaged in these arduous
pursuits,

Something truly valuable, then, certainly ought to be attained,
. when that something can only be attained at such an expense and
risk. :

Withall the astonishing powers which distinguish the human
mind, and with all the attainments which have been made in any
age, or in any section of country, there is a strong tendency in
human nature to degenera.te and the mass of the community
even in the most enlightened, and civilized spots has been always
a dead weight upon every kind of intellectual, and moral improve-
ment. Hence, all profane history opens with views of man in a
state of barbarity. Hence, the inhabitants of all the newly dis-
covered countries, in modern as well in ancient times have been
found to be savages. Hence, there is nota single instance known
of any tribe or nation rising from the savage state without foreign
aid. Hence in all large cities, and wherever there is a dense pop-
ulation, whatever may be the religion, or the learning, or.the
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old settlements, the second, or the thirdj generation, would in the
most of cases have been found more savage, and more barbarous
than the Indians were, when they were first visited by the Euro-
peans. 3

By the exertions of Missionary, and Tract, and Education, and
Bible, and Temperance Societies, the intellectual and moral wants
of all these states, have, in the course of the last ten years, been
systematically and pretty fully explored. The results have gene-
rally been sufliciently alarming. These wants have, in almost
every case, been found considerably exceeding previous apprehen-
sions. It has been ascertained, that in the State of Kentucky,
nearly the one half of the white. population is growing up una-

ble to write or read. Many of them have not the opportunity .

even of a common school education. Kentucky is the eldest,and has
always stood high among the Western States. And though there

have been little or no efficient legal enactments about common °

school education, in that state, she has always commanded as
many active and intelligent individuals as any other state has
done. The inference is pretty fair—that taking the whole of
these Western States into the account, the one half of all the
children of all the citizens,are growing up without the knowledge
of letters. ;

No intelligent man need be informed, that the state of common
schools is always a pretty correct test of the information and
morals of the people; and that the whole system of education is
one whole. Common schools, and academies, and colleges, and
professional attainments, and the intellectual and moral strength
of the whole community must always riseand fall together. Nor
is there any such a thing as the conflict betwixt ignorance and in-
telligence, being stationary. The conflict is, in every case, a war
of extermination, and a war without any cessation of hostilities.

And, notwithstanding of all the increased and varied exertions of.

the last ten or twenty years, in behalf of the better interest, when
the unexampled increase of our population is taken into the ac-
count, it is very problematical, which side has made the most
progress, and which side has the ascendency with respect to num-
bers. > r
We wish now to apply these and similar facts, with which yo
are familiar, to the case in hand. You have, my young friends,

L]
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you. And it may be that there are some of you, who have always
been good students, and who stand high, asscholars, and who are
agreeable in all your intercourse with your fellow men, but who
are yet in a statc of condemnation. And must we part with you,
while 3,011 are enemies to God? Can you not love him, who is the
giver of all good, and who so loved the world, that he gave his
only begotten son, that v;hosnmer believeth in him, might not
perish but have everlasting life. Can you be too soon prepared
for the most certain, and most important of all events?

Ten, fifteen, twenty, thirty, or even fifty, or sixty years prosper-
ity in the world, will not make up for the loss of everlasting bliss;
nor can there be any thing of genuine prosperity, and happiness,
while the soul is under the curse of God. Godliness is profitable
unto all things, having the promise of the life, that now is, and of
that which is to come.

But you have often been admonished, that though while in youth
you are to make preparations for a long, and an active life, you
may be done with all that belongs to this lifein a very few days.—
There was one of your number; nor is it any discredit to any of
you to say, that in all the departments, he stood first in the class.
He was only a year ago, as likely to live till this day, as any of
you were. But vou saw death enter into his vitals. He was as
the grass, “In the morning it flourisheth and groweth up,but in
the evening it is cut down, and withereth.” M’LAvRIN stands
not among you this day.

SEPTEMEER 25, 1833.
My Youne Friexps,

By the continued blessing of your heaven]}r Father you have
at last finished your college course. You this day look back upon
the past; and forward to the future, and you feel a deep interest in
both.

You are only beginning life, and yet vou have already passed
through considerable varieties. You have had your plans, and
some of them considerably extended; you have had your hopes
and your fears, your anxieties, your enjoyments, and your disap-
pointments. You have already had connections of various kinds
with your fellow men—agreeable and disagreeable, profitable and
unprofitable, and some of a longer and some of a shorter duration.

e
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And, in all these varieties, you have had, more or less, a develop-
ment of the great leading principles of human nature, and you have
been studying yourselves and your fellows, and you have acquired,
as you suppose, a considerable stock of knowledge of man, as an
individual, and as a member of society.

You expect, should Providence continue your lives and your
health, to be public men: youare to spend your lives in promoting
the best interests of your fellow men, in some or in all the diversi-
fied departments of social life. And you expect to stand high.—
You are commanded even by the Spirit of inspiration to “covet
earnestly the best gifts.” By the time you shall enter upon pub-
lic life, you shall have passed some ten or twelve years in close
preparatory study, and shall have expended from two to three
thousand dollars of what might have been your patrimony. It is
reasonable, then—it is, in the nature of things, indispensably
necessary—that you should cherish hopes of usefulness and en-
joyment in some measure commensurate with the labor, and ex-
pense, and risk which you have incurred.

We can cheerfully and heartily this day recummeml you to the

confidence of your friends, and to the confidence of the community.
We can say that you have minds capable of attending to any kind
of business which is necessary for the welfare and improvement
of society. We can say that, during the years you have been con-
nected with Miami University, there is scarcely one of you who
has, in a single instance, disappointed ourexpectations. And we

"can say that, as a class, you command as much talent, and as
much moral and intellectual attainment as, perhaps, any other
class of equal numbers, in any part of the United States, have ever
commanded. But a recommendation, however strong, and howev-
er well deserved, is nothing more than an introduction. Unlessa
man can recommend himself by managing his own business and
the business of others which may be committed to him, the recom-
mendation of his best and most honest friends will avail him but
little. :

Many graduates, who are good scholars, and whose standing is
high among their friends, do not succeed in life so well as many

who have not half their natural talents, or half their attainments,
and who have not enjoyed half their advantages. This ought not
to be so. And there is always some great and essential defect in
the graduate where it is so. ,
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and improvement of the whole community. The rich man is, in
many cases, more dependent upon the poor man and the day-laborer
than the poor man is depending upon him. And, upon the same
principle, the well informed man—the first rate scholar—is, in
many cases, more dependent upon the ignorant and less informed
than the less informed is dependent upon him. With this remark-
able difference, that it is not expected that the less informed man
should be able to view society in all its ramifications and mutual
dependencies, or to adapt himself toany thing but one single class
of circumstances, while it is the professed business of the scholar,
and the man of science and of general information, to take large
and commanding views of men and things.

Human society is one great whole. In this-whole every man
has his proper place assigned him; and he is to labor in his place
for the good of the whole. And those who have received a liberal
education, more or less at the public expense, are under peculiar
obligations to devote their acquirements to the good of the commu-
nity, and to the good of every individual, and of every class of
individuals. .

All schools are supported, more or less, by public endowment.
‘Our colleges are particularly so: they could not exist so as to be
accessible to any but the sons of the very wealthiest, were they
not supported by public funds. And for what purpose are these
public funds given and continued? For the good of the whole:—
that the individuals who enjoy the advantages of these institutions
may be fitted for communicating to the community at large the
knowledge and acquirements that they have attained. Public
funds are devoted to the support of colleges for the same general
purpose for which public funds are expended in opening and keep-
ing in repair canals and navigable rivers. It is but few, compara-
tively speaking, who, personally, make any use of these public
highways. But every individual, man, woman and child, mer-
chant, mechanic and day-laborer, receives, dailv,a vast amount of
benefit from these public expenditures. In like manner, not one
in the thousand has ever any occasion to call for the official servi-
ces of the judges of law, in the district or supreme courts, while
every individual in the community is, daily and hourly, enjoying
a vast amount of benefit from these judges being supported at the
public expense. Hence, the graduate of a college must be very

r - 9
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unfaithful to himself, and very unfaithful to his fellow men, who 1s
not continually devising and executing some means by which all
the benefits of a liberal education may, in some sense or other,
become common property. He must, of course, be, in some of the
departments of life, a public man: a man of business, and a man
who can make himself agreeable and useful to all with whom he
has intercourse. But to do so is no easy matter. It will require
continual study and continual exertion. And a man, to be useful
in his day and generation, must end his studies, and end his labors
only with his life. All he has acquired in college can be -nothing
more but the alphabet of his education. Farther:

Itis no uncommon thing for young men of high intellectual tal-
ents and attainments, to disappoint their own expectations, and the
expectation of their friends, by supposing that, in order to stand
high, or even to be useful, they must be known, and known imme-
diately, as greatmen. This is another great mistake; the suppo-
sition is contrary to all the analogies of nature. The richest crops
are produced by the slow and silent operation of nature, which
is generally too minute to be an object of any of the senses. The
gourd, which springs up in a night, perishes also in a night; but
the oak, which is to last for generations, is the growth of genera-
tions. In reading the lives of the most eminent and useful men,
you will find that, with very few exceptions, they were actively
and extensively useful, in their different departments, years upon
years, before they were known as great men; and that, when they
became known to thé world as evidently great, their activity and
personal exertions were nearly at an end. .

The general rule, then, is: If you are to be great and useful
men, lose no time in fixing upon your profession, or business for
life. Having entered upon your profession, attend to your own
proper business, and attend to other business only as it is conneeted
with your own. Letevery power and every thought be devoted
to your great object. In the language of Scripture: “Whatsoever
thy hand findeth to do, in your proper department, do it with your
might.” And let the obtaining of a name among the great menof
the earth be only a secondary object.

You are to go forth into the world, and you are to mix with men
of all classes, and of all states ofintellectual and moral improve-
ment; and you are to make your appearance ameng these as men of
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knowledge, and of refinement, and as men of superior minds. All
this is well, and all this will be allowed you, if you are not unfaith-
ful to yourselves. But a very little imprudence may deprive you
of all these advantages. Beware, then, of the pride of knowledge.
Beware of undervaluing the talents or attainments, or moral or
intellectual character of any, however humble, with whom you
may have intercourse. You will find, in the humblest walks of
life, and under the most unfavorable circumstances for improve-
ment, some who will be your superiors in something that is truly
excellent. And what men would many of these have been; had
they, in early life, enjoyed the advantage which you have enjoyed?
But even granting that they are your inferiors in every thing,
recollect the obligations under which you are, to communicate
freely of your store to the needy and to those who have been less
favored. And you will find, in all such cases, that “there is that
giveth and yet increaseth, and that there is who w:thlmldelh more
than is meet, and it tendeth to poverty.”

In whatever department of life your lot may be cast, you are to
take your standing as men of knnw]edée and influence, and you
and others, who have enjoyed similar advantages, are to correct
errors, reform abuses, and both in modes of speaking and modes of
acting. And we shall take it for granted that you will always
have truth on your side, and that you will never recommend any
change of opinion, or change of measures, without being able to
support the recommendation with good solid arguments. But
granting all which is a little more than will be always found in
practice. Be not too sanguine in your expectations ol your suec-
cess: lay your account to meet with difficulties. You as yet know
little more than a theory of men and things; you have a great
deal to learn as to the proper time and proper mode of applying
first principles to active life. And in active life you will find many
men your superiors in this all important branch of knowledge,
who have not read half the books which you have read, and who
have not any thing like the power of thinking and reasoning that
you have. -Hence, if you would succeed in producing any great
and permanent improvements in society, yeu must be content to
sit a considerable time at the feet of some of these men.

Young men are often by far'too sanguine in their expectations

‘of suecess in dealing with the minds of other men. They do not
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consider how long they themselves were in obtaining their superior
knowledge, and how many mistakes in their own mode of think-
ing they have already corrected, and how little, after all, they
really do know. Nor do they consider how unreasonable it is to
expect that men who have, by the habits of years, and perhaps by
the habits of generalions, been confirmed in their opinions, and in
their general course of conduct, should be convinced of error or
mistake at the very first or second representation of its opposite,
and that too by a young man who, as jret, has no established char-
acter.

It is farther of vast importance for a young man, in these ma.t-
ters to understand well the difference there is betwixt temporary
and lasting success, particularly in the art of persuasion. There
are men to be found in public life, who are always in a bustle, and
always making a noise, and generally if not always followed by
a crowd, And yet these men are rarely ever found producing any
lasting good effects; and they rarely continue their labors long in
any one place. Hence, they are not generally the most useful
men. It is much better ‘therefore, for a young man beginning
life, to take his station; to mark out his boundaries; to fix upon
some distinct and definite object, and to consider well the means
which are necessary for obtaining that object in a given time;
and then set himself seriously and perseveringly to work. In
the morning sow thy seed, and in the evening withhold not thy
hand.” It wasin this way your fathers subdued the forestsof
ages, and substituted in their places the farms, and the villages,
and the cities, and the canals, and the rail-roads which you enjoy.

~ We notice one more very common mistake. Many young men
who are otherwise exceedingly well qualified for being useful in
their day and generation, destroy in a great measure all their
prospects of usefulness, by unnecessarily engaging in controver-
sy. Every neighborhood, and every generation, and every year
has in all the departments of life, its peculiar, and local, and tem-
porary causes of controversy. And these controversies are gene-
rally carried on while they last, with uncommon warmth, and are
swelled in the discussion, to matters on which the welfare of the
nation, and of the world, and ef unborn generations, depends.—
And yet after all, they are generally very little things; things
~which never ought for a moment to disturb the peace of a manof
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able to make thee wise unto salvation, through faith which is in
Christ Jesus.” And. is anyone of you when now about to make
his appearance as a graduate of a college, and to take his stand in
the world as a public man, and a man of knowledge and influ-
enee, ready to renounce the God of his fathers, and the Bible
of his fathers, and all the hopes of the glorious immorgality of
the Bible; or any of the public or private institutions of the Bi-
ble? Renounce any of these institutions which have in a great
measure; made him thus far what heis, and which have been the
great means of preserving him from ignorance and vice, and of
cherishing im him every thing which is noble and excellent?

You may, my young friends, with perfect safety from this day
lay aside the perusal of all your other text books; ¥ou have now
exhausted their contents, These books are only elementary.—
They are like the spelling book in our common schoels. And as
you are to be men of business; you must now find other books in
which these elements with which you are familiar, are: incorpo=
rated with the business of life. “But you will find no book on "
earth, which will fill the place of the Bible. Here the theory and
the practice are combined ; and they are both inexhaustible. The
Bible is like the earth from which all ‘our family derive their an-
nual and their daily sustenance. Year after yeary month after
month, day after day, it is teeming with the most precious, g
with the most indispensable fruits; with thisdifference, that to
joy these fruits, every man must turn up the soil, and must giﬂmrg_
them for hlmself , .

As public men also, to be useful in your day and generation, }ml,
must recommend the Bible, and the doctrines and institutions of
the Bible, to the whole mmmuﬁty’ These doetrines and institu-
tions are the hope of our world. Banish the Bible and its in-
stitutions from our land, or from any land, and you bring man-
kind back again to the dark ages. Fhe experiment has already‘
been made; and every well wisher to the happiness and improve-
ment of society, must shudder at the thought of making a second
experiment. Buton the other hand, carry the influence of the
Bible and of Bible institutions into every family and into all the
_ departments of life, and you elevata human character, wﬂf-
mmlahf,rw and misery, and you multiply the comforts and con-
wveniences of life;so that “there shall be nothing to hurt orto de-
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What isapplicable to man, as an individual, is equally applicable
to that indefinite collection of men which we call human society,
Under all the modifications to which this collection is liable, it
remains, under the government and protection of the Lord of the
Universe, one great undivided whole. Like the atmosphere, it is
composed of an inconceivable number of individuals. These indi-
viduals came into existence, at regular and short intervals, in suc- .

_cessive generations. . They are continually ehanging their charae=
ters, and shifting their relative position. There are always, in
every portion of the whole, the young and the old; and thesmiddle
aged. The period of duration for the whole extends from six
thousand to eight or ten, or, perhaps, to twenty  thousand years.—
The mass, in various groups, is spread over the whole surface of
the globe—over the waters as well as over the dry land. And the
whole, and every part of this mighty mass, is continually subject-
ed to an infinite variety of powerful external as well as internal
agents. And yet, under all” the changes which are the natural
l'éﬁ'ﬂlts of these continued and varied npérations; the identical char-
acteristics of the body, as a whole, remain unchanged. The ele-
ments of civil'and religious soeciety are substantially the same in
America that they are in Asia, or in Europe, or in Africa—the
same this year, all over the world, that they were six thousand
vears ago. Were it not so, the men of the present generation could .
derive no real or lasting advantage from their knowledge of either
the wisdom or folly, the virtues or viees, of the men who Iwﬁh "_l.
and acted in former generations, or who are now living and actlng
in different and far distant parts of the earth. But, recognizing
‘th&,,fa{:t that the elements of hum%gl society are every -where, and
in all generations, the same, we collect facts and make deductions
in the phllusﬁph_‘f of social relations in the same way that we col-
‘lect faets and make deductions in any of the departments of physic-
‘al science. *-

Gradual develupment is equally enstamped upon swety as upon
the individual. And the means by which the latent powers of the
whole may be brought forth into action and applied to their proper
‘objécts, are substantially the same by which the physical, and intel-
dectual, and meral powers of the individual are excited, and direct-
ed,and improved, For this plain reason:—Every portion of this
extensive, and some -times apparently unwieldy and disorderly
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during that period. It was then that the Chaldean and Babylonian
philosophy and astronomy were cultivated. Then were also the
Phenicians, the first of commercial nations who explored, as the
modern English have done, the utmost ends of the earth. And
then were the thirty and one kingdoms of Canaan, and the one
hundred kingdoms of Lesser Asia, and the Isles of the sea, which
had their hosts of wise and mighty men, who had their plans and
schemes of personal and national elevation, and their dreams of
founding eternal cities, and of being the fathers of systems and
policies which should be known and acted upon to the last genera-
tion of men. *
There was another, and it was along and important period, in
the history of our race, when printing was not knewn, and when,
of course, books, as we now have them, did notexist. This period

extended from Moses to the Rei'ormatwn, being a space of upwards

of three thousand years.

In this period we have the history of the second Assyrian Dr
Babylonian, and the Persian, and Greek, and Roman empires.—
The philosophy and fine arts of Greece and Rome are, of course,
included in this period, as also the overturning of the Roman em-
pire, and the establishment upon its ruins of the Turkish domin-
ions in Asia and Africa, and of the feudal kingdoms in Europe.—
But what is of far more importance in the history of the develop-
ments of the human mind, and of the arrangements of Providence,
it was in this period that the gospel was preached toall the na-
tions of the earth; and that churches were founded all over the
world; and that-men, by the hundreds and by the thousands, were,
“by the foelishness of preaching,” delivered from the darkness and
superstition of ages, and made fit for the enjoyment of the inherit-
ance of the saints in light. It was during the progress of this
great moral revolution that the Greck and Latin fathers of the
Christian Church lived, and acted, and wrote, and puhhshad. And
yet these men and their coadjutum did all this m;hnut any huse
facilities connected with pnutm; and— circulating yearly,
monthly, and weekly, and dml’j' puhllﬁa;tmns, with which we aie
familiar.

We cannot, at this nme,'ﬂnter into any detail as to the vma%

modes of giving and receiving, and of generatingand preserving

knowledge, which are all the results of the art of printing, and *
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A careful observance of passing events will lead to the conclu-
sion, that the present is an ageat once interesting and remarkable.
In tracing back the pages of history until the mind is lost in the
twilight of antiquity, scarcely a period can be found bearing any
just comparison with the present. In looking abroad, we feel that
there is every where a degree of freedom, of moral elevation, bold
and restless enterprise, individual comfort, and wide spread intel-
ligence, to which former ages furnish no parallels. In thesethings,
constituting, as they do, the true greatness of a people, even the
proud and palmy days of the ancient republics, when civil and
military renown, liberty, and the arts, shone with their brightest
splendor, bear but a feeble comparison with the present. History
may dwell upon the power and glory of Egypt, of Greece, of Rome;
she may point triumphantly to the colossean pyramids of the Nile,
the erumbling temples of Athens, the marble columns of Augustus;
but in what did the greatness of these countries consist? Not in
the {reedom, the intelligence, the happiness of the people; on the
contrary, the mass of their population were impoverished, illiter-
ate, and abased; dragging out a miserable servitude in the con-
struction of magnificent works, to gratify the ambition of a tyrant;
or fighting the battles of an arrogant republic, that its eagles might
wing their trinmphant flight over conquered kingdoms. A chosen
few were enlightened and powerful, while, over the many, igno-
rance and despotism hung for centuries, like a black and baleful
cloud. i

The pervading bias of the present age is an inquisitive and en-
lightened spirit of research, running, not merely in narrow chan-
nels, among certain classes, but pervading every rank of society,
and mingling with all the affairs of man. Nothing is now taken
upon trust. The long established systems of gnvernmentrnpiu-
ions venerable for their antiquity—the prevailing axioms in poli-
tics, morals, and physics—are questioned, and brought to the stand-
ard of truth, with a degree of boldness unknown before the middle
of the last century. :

Among a variety of causes, the art of printing has contributed,
more than any other, to produce and keep alive this spirit of inqui-
ry. The presshas become a mighty engine for the dissemination
of knowledge, rendering individuals and nations familiar with
each other, and their sentiments, arts, literature, and improve-
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invention and discovery. Labor-saving machines are multiplied
to an extraordinary degree. No one, at the present day;, is- bold
enough to assign limits to human ingenuity. Man isno longer

content to gaze with inactivity upon the many wonders the me-

chanic arts have performed. Animated by the opulence of human

power, whose magic ereations meet him at every step, he is not

likely to rest until the vast field of nature has been traversed and
all objects subjected to his dominion. The ultimate influence of the
mechanic arts en the moral and physical condition of our speciess
must present to the philosophic mind a theme of the deepest in-
terest. :

Ancient systems of war have been modified until many of its
appalling cruelties are banished from the field, while the prevail-
ing sentiment of most of the European, as well as American na-
tions, is deeidedly pacific. The pen and the press are supersed-
ing the sword and the bayonet, in the adjustment of intestine com-
motions and national disputes.

The subject of education presents another distinguished feature
in the signs of the times. The present systematic efforts for the
cultivation of the mind, are far greater than these of any formem
period. This cause is no longer left to the caprices of ignorant
parents, or the benevolent labors of a few individuals; it is now
fostered in many countries by the power and the purse of govern-
ment. The establishment of Sunday schools is, of itself, sufficient
to eonfer distinction on the age in which we live. A pu!ﬂi{: char-

ity which sets apart one day in seven for the moral, religious, and -
literary instruction of the rising generation, cannot fail to exert

the happiest influence upon the condition and prospects of mankind.
Intimately associated with this is another modern institution, equal-
ly entitled to commendation. I refer to the society for placing the
Bible, “without note or comment,” within the reach of every fam-
ily. Let the schoolmaster and the missionary traverse the most
benighted land, and brighter hopes and fairer prospects will speed-

ily dawn on its inhabitants. These pioneers free the human mind

from its mental and moral bondage: teach men their rights, and
the means of sustaining them; their duties, and the mode of dis-
charging them. Their march is bloodless—their conquests are
the triumphs of liberty, intelligence, and religion. Under their
guidance a political movement commencing with the glorious
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It is not my object, on the present occasion, gentlemen, to insti-
tute an inquiry concerning the prevailing errors or excellencies
of our higher institutions of learning. Of the great value of a
well regulated collegiate education there can be, it is thought, no
diversity of opinion. It has been a matter of some regret, how-

ever, that an undue proportion of the young men educated within

our colleges, either fall by the way side or are ultimately surpas-
sed in the race of literary and professional distinction, by those
who have never trodden the academie groves. This, no doubt, is
oftentimes the result of a defective system of study, such as Milton
quaintly deseribes, as the scholastic grossness of barbarous ages,
that, “instead of beginning with arts most casy, they present their
unmatriculated novices, at first coming with the most intellective
abstractions of logic and metaphysics: so that they, having but
newly left those grammatical flats and shallows, where they stuck
unseasonably to learn a few words with lamentable construction,
and, on a sudden, transplanted under another climate, to be tossed
and tormented by their unbalanced wits, in fathomless and unquiet
deeps of controversy, do, for the most part, grow into hatred and
contempt of learning, mocked and deluded all this while with rag-
ged notions and babblements, while they expected worthy and de-
lightful knowledge.” In numerous cases, however, it appears to
be the result of mistaken views on the part of the graduates, many
of whom, greatly enamored of their diplomas, ever afterwards
place their reliance upon them. Having long toiled over their
books, having won the approbation of their teachers, and finally
received the full honors of the institution, the idea of being on thes
same intellectual level with those who have neither partaken their
labors nor shared their rewards, is forever banished from their
minds: they refer complacently to their parchments, and on them
they are content to repose. The result is obvious: a race of edu-
cated idlers, of superficial lawyers, of ignorant physicians, of flip-
pant divines, is thrown upon the community, to swell the popular
prejudices against our higher seminaries of learning. »
Not so, in many instances, with those young men whose fﬂrtuﬂﬂﬂ
have debarred them the advantage of a liberal education, who have
had no instructor but the village schoolmaster—no alma mater but
the log school house. Conscious of their defective education, they
labor to supply its deficiencies; schooled in ad?erslty,ll'hey be-

*
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admits of the highest polish and brilliancy; it 1s the strongest pin-
ion which not only ean carry the greatest burden, but whtch s0ars
to the loftiest flight.”

Again: Itis of frequent occurrence that young collegians, after
entering upon their professions with the liveliest enthusiasm, are
soonest discouraged. Relying upon their scholastic attainments,
they are too confident of the speedy acquisition of pmf’gssim}al
‘honar and emolument. They endure their probationary period
. with impatience, and, as the time rolls sluggishly along, bringing
little demand for their pleas or prescriptions, they become restless_
and discouraged. Perhaps they behold some of their young
brethren of inferior opportunities outstripping them in business,
and they are mortified at their own failure: their pecuniary means
being exhausted, they lament their choice of a profession in'which
they faney success is not the consequence of merit: their books
lose their wonted interest, their offices cease to be pleasant re--
" treats. Hence, they first run to the enjoyments of society for re-

lief, then to itsfollies, and, finally, its dissipations; every new
step diminishing their prospects of business, each successive day
-weakening those moral ties which alone bind us to an honorable
life; until drinking and gaming, with their attendant vices, follow,
and they are lost forever. Would that I could impress it upon the
young aspirant for business, that he who is fortified by industry,
by sound morals, by an inflexible determination to succeed, no mat-
ter in what occupation or profession he may be engaged, will sel-
dom, if ever, taste the bitter eup of disappointment. The struggle
may be protracted: he may be compelled to wait for months, and
even years; a thick gloom may overshadow his prospects; all the
bright anticipations of youth be apparently blasted; still he must
not despair: these untoward circumstances should inspire him
with fresh ardor in his career, and animate him to continued per-
severance. Let him unfurl his banner within the walls of his
office, and rally around it with thatdecision of character and invin-
cible firmness which, setting at defiance all temptation, looks stead-
ily to the goal of success. Here, while contemplating the busy
world, and closely observing the practical affairs of life, let him,
in obedience to the wise precept, know thyself, often look in upon
his own thoughts and feelings; inspired by the loveliness of vir-
tue, he should so mould his affections and so regulate his prinei-
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built up ecitiés, established schools and universities, constructed
important public works, covered our rivers and lakes with canvas
and with steam, and so far developed our physical resources as
literally to render this vast valley the “land of promise.” May not
these achievements claim a passing notice?

And are there no distinetive features in our population? Where
are the peaceful French colonies of this region, who, amidst the
influx of Anglo-Americans, have preserved their national charac-
teristics? Do the manly and impulsive natives of the West pre-
sent no peculiarities? Is there nothing worthy “of being sketched
in that ceaseless stream from the Northern hive, which bids fair
to extend the “universal Yankee nation” even to the shores of the
Pacific? Where, it may be asked, are the great of the Aborigines
—Logan, Little Turtle, and Tecumseh? Where the Indian fight-
er?—the squatter of the prairie ?—the fur-trapper of the Missouri?
Arethere no more Mike Finks on our rivers?—no more Pete Feath-
ertons in our woods? Are the Indian traditions all told, and the
border legends all sung? These are themes that would inspire an
Irving or a Cooper:—may we not hope that our society enrols
among its members those who are yet destined tn touch them
with a master’s hand? :

There is one other subject, gentlemen, which, amidst your la-
bors for personal distinction, or the advancement of the thects of
this society, should neither be forgotten nor neglected. The lit-
erary character of our valley is yet to be formed. Hitherto a few
solitary individuals, scattered over this wide region, havé pursued
their intellectual labors without unity among themselves, or en-
couragement from the public. May we not hope that a better state
of things isapproaching? Literary men are not only multiplying
in the West, but beginning to act in concert. Institutions have
been founded, and periodical journals established, that must stim-
ulate to literary effort, and preserve and disseminate the (ruits of
literary labor. Those now entering upon the stage of action are
destined to exert a powerful influence on the intellectual character
of the West. Whether that influence shall be good or bad, will

rdelzlrend upon eircumstances chiefly within our own control. If we
think proper to render our literature feeble in style and puerile in
‘sentiment—abounding in silly affectations and far-fetched conceits -
—-let us continue to read and iniitate only the lighter ‘and more
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moment assembled! Does not the view cause that love of nature
which warms each bosom to send its thrilling influence through.
every fibre? . e
This love of nature is deep]}f rooted in our souls; this is the
grand excitant to the study of natural seience. It is net the pecu-

liar privilege of the polished and refined; all hearts are sensible to
itscharms. .

. “*Asgk the swain
Who journeys homewards from a summer day’s
Liong labor, why, forgetful of his toils,
And due repose, he loiters to behold
The sunshine beaming, as through amber clouds,
O’er all the Western sky; full soon, T ween,
His rude expression and nntutor’d airs. :
Beyond the power of language, will unfold
The form of beauty smiling at his heart.”

The important benefits which the sciences have conferred on
our race are so palpable that they need no comment. What though
we cannot, as did Archimedes; so arrange the mechanical powers
- s to form an engine capable of seizing a ship of war, and, whirl-"
ing it th rough the air, dash it to thousand fragments?—what
though we cannot so combine mirrors and lenses as to burn up
whole navies by the concentrated solar rays?—yet have the scien-
ces raised us far beyond the boasted advancement of the ancients.
In all the comforts of domestic life, in the infinitely varied manu-
factures,and in the facilities of commerce and of travel, how infi-
nitely superior. They had no printed books, no mariner’s com-
pass, nor optical instruments; what did they know of the explo- -
sive force of ganpowder, which has so effectually altered the face -
of modern warfare? Did theyever dream that man could imprison
the vapor of water, and compel.it, as a slave, to do his bidding %~
force it to spin, with flexible fingers, the finest thread ?—or, with
unconquered army— :

“Dra.g the slow hargg or urge the rapid car " f‘

‘Besides these -advantages, ﬁa sciences have exerted ‘a pro-
digious sway over the moral destinies of the world. What, for in-
stance, has the art of printing, as improved by .ﬁiqntiﬁc machin-.
‘ery, done for our race? The liberties of the people are guarded
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These idols do not, I believe,receive that reverence here which has
"been paid them elsewhere. Our citizens, in all matters of govern-
ment and of science, are free thinkers of the freest cast; and I am
.prepared to make good the assertion, that, with us, the truth
bears a more powerful sway than among any other people.

As the idols of this distinguished writer include most of the
sources of prejudice and error, we will look at them for a moment,
and then try for ever to dethrone them from their usurped domin~
ion. These idols, or false notions of the mind, so deeply fix them- -
selves in it, that they not only shut up the avenues through which
truth might enter, but even when it has entered, they present them-
selves again and will hinder the advance of science, unless men,
being aware of them beforehand, guard against them with all pos-,-
sible diligence.

The first class of prejudices is called idola tribus, or idols of the
tribe, because they are-common to the whole tribe or race of man-
kind. Theyare, in fact, those general prejudices which arise from the
infirmity of human nature itself. The most formidable of these’
is the influence of imagination; its efforts in perverting the truth
are so very numerous, that | scarcely know what instance to se-
lect. This idol, this false divinity, enabled Mesmer to perform
his astonishing cures by animal magnetism; this endured the
metalic tractors of Perkins with magic powers; this gave eﬂic-ac?'
to the prayers of Prince Hohenloe; this enabled the long suffering
captain Symmes to discover the theory of concentric globes.—
This power it is that points the hazel twig to the earth over a hid-
den spring of watén; this sharpens the old lady’s earsat the sound
of the death watch; this appoints the hour of midnight for the
walks of ghosts and the revels of hobgoblins; this gave efficacy to
the royal touch in serofula; and this endues the seventh son of a
seventh son with intuitive powers as a physician. This idol, in-
deed, stands in the avenue of knowledge, and but too often presents
an insurmountable barrier to the admission of truth. One of the
most remarkable traits in the mind of Sir Isaac Newton was his
freedom from its influence. Perhaps no human being had ever
such a command over his imagination, By the application of a
sublime geometry to the motions of the heavenly bodies, he sud-
denly arrived at such magnificent results, that we are lost in won-
der as'we peruse his Principia, that he gave not way tn the full
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and of endless variety of medification. To the emanmpatmg in-
fluenece of this triumphant effort of genius, must, in a great meas-
ure, be ascribed the wonderful advancement that this branch of
science has made during the present century. In Botany, too,
though the nomenclature is made barbarous and radically defect-
ive, it is uniform, and, in this single redeeming quality, has ren-
. dered the science certain, and insured a progressive enlargement
of its boundaries. On the other hand, look at Physiology, where
all terms and language are uncertain. IHere is the fairy land of
the fdola Fori; and although it may be high tréason to utter it, the
department of metaphysics is under its idolatrous influence. Thus,
among those who are called philosophers, do these dangerous usurp-
ers bear a sway, that, like the luxuriance of the Upas, reigns in
uninterrupted solitude.

But to what shall 1 liken the Idola Theatri—“the idols of the
theatre”—the wild and visionary theories of philosophers? Shall
I, with Lord Bacon, compare them to the gaudy and unsubstantial
pageants which are paraded on the stage of the theatre; or to the
song of the syren, which lures but to destroy; or to the fascinations
of Calypso’s grotto, fair and deceitful; or to the mirage of the
Egyptian desert, which mocks the thirsty traveller with the illu-
sion of cooling fountains and refreshing groves, while nothing is «
spread before him but interminably arid sands? No—these s -
all too weak. They are the sweeping pestilence of knowledge.—
Like the Indian cholera, which has made such awful havoc with
our species in its travels from the land of Magi, their baleful influ-
ence saps the very vitals of truth, and, with a wit ring desola- P
tion,leave nothing in their track but death and destruction..

Think not, however, that I am opposed to theory when'theor;\r
is chastised by the rigid rules of philosophy. The theoriesof
Sir Isaac Newton are splendid triumphs ef the force of human in-
tellects, and the atomic theory of John Dalton has not only explain»
ed the phenomena of Chemistry, with unerring accuracy, but, with
prophetic power, has pointed new combinations, that, but for its
illumination, would never have been discovered. It has been E_aik'
that to think is to theorize. So it is to them that think wildly;
but to the philosopher, to think is not to theorize. Very few men
,are capable of theorizing, in its legitimate sense. "

#All these idols,” says Bacon, “are solemnly a.m forever to bﬂ
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human race, and their emancipation from the tyranny of brutal
domination, where strength had trampled with impunity on weak-
ness, and vice had triumphed over virtue and honor. That mo-
dern nations rose in their moral and political standing, and impro-
ved in their general condition, in proportion as they welcomed
and encouraged education, and partook of its benefits. And that,
at the present time, education is the acknowledged source of their
prosperity, power, and glory, uﬁd, as such, is embraced and eulti-
vated by them, with an eagerness and energy corresponding to its
importance. Even under the blighting shadow of despotism, where
the mass of the people are merged in ignorance and wedded to
slavery, the higher orders eagerly avail themselves of that great
fountain of knowledge and influence.

These truths, I say, have been abundantly disclosed to you, in
the course of your studies. And you have further learnt, that of
all existing governments, that of our own country is most vitally
dependent on the general diffusion of the fruits of sound educa-
tion, for the continued purity of its principles, the stability of its
general organization and subordinate institutions, the success of
its measures, the prosperity of the nation and the happiness of the
people. That if intelligence and virtue, wisdom and patriotism,
the fruits alone of mental culture, are valuable under other forms
of government, they are indispensable under ours. And that, while
by the possession and proper use of them, we may attain, as a peo-
ple,anunparalleled degree of social felicity, and rise to the loftiest
point of political greatness, we must sink, without them, through
corruption and misrule, to the deepest abyss of degradation and
misery. Such isthe nature of our government, that we cannot
hold a midway course. To one extreme or the other we as ne-
cessarily tend, as the needle does to the pole, or the plummet tothe
centre.

Such you alreadjr know to be the difference between the condi-
tions of educated and uneducated nations. Nor have you now to
learn, that between the standing and enjoyments of different
classes and individuals of the same nation, a like difference is pro-
duced, by different kinds and degrees of intellectual training.—
Hence, the inference, alike true and momentous, which can neitﬁ--_
er be too earnestly inculcated on youth, nor too extensively pro-
mulgated to the world, that to education, in the true meaning of

-
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the term, is man indebted for all he possessescalculated to sweet-
en, dignify, and embellish life, and render it an objectof desire to
a being endowed with intelligence and taste. In an uncultivated
condition, man is the most abundant source of evil and misery to
his fellow-man, as well as to himse!f. These considerations en-
force, as a paramount duty, on pupils, diligence and ardor in the
prosecution of their studies; on teachers, zeal and faithfulness in
the high trust committed to them, and on all, the entouragement
and promotion of the great work of instruction; that work, which
is to direct the movements and settle the destinies, not alone of our
own country, but of the human family; and not alone of the pre-
sent inhabitants of the globe, but of all future generations. “Bat,
waiving any further reference to the general influence of educa-
tion, I shall offer to you a few remarks on some of its more parti-
cular bearings.

It has long been inculcated, as a political maxim, that, in every
country, the educatiod of youth should conform te the character
of the existing government. In the enforcement of this, the na-
tions of antiquity, especially the Romans, Greeks, and Persians,
were inflexible. A deviation from the custom, if stubbornly per-
sisted in, would have subjected the offender to banishment or death.
Nor are modern nations indifferent to the policy, although they do
not enforce it by so severe a penalty. The object of it is, to culti-
vate in the minds of the people a spirit of loyalty. and a sentiment
of patriotic attachment to their political institutions. These
fmlings: united to a well regulated pride of country, may be made
to minister, in a high degree, to the strength of a nation, and the
welfare of its inhabitants. Is the form of government monarchi-
cal? According to the views I am considering, principles and
opinions favorable to that form should be inculeated in seats of
learning of every grade, but especially in those erected for chil-
dren.  First impressions on this subject are not easily eradicated.
On the contrary, if they are judiciously and forcibly made, they
become a portion of the individual, and are as lasting as life. It
is all important, therefore, that they be correct. Is the govern-
ment arift&mﬁml, democratical, or mixed? Policy requires
that the same rule be observed in the business of instruction.—
From their earliest years, pupils should be accustomed to such

y to the institutions which protect them.
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of one endangers the fall of those that remain. In their pride and
self-confidence, they do not bear in mind that each one of them is
necessary to the protection and welfare of every other, and that
the nation, which is the political offspring of their union, gives

protection to the whole. Nor is it easy, in a period of peace and *

safety, to teach them this important truth. They would learn it
much more readily under the pressure of adversity, especially
under that of a foreign war, (could such a one arise) which
would be dangerous to their Independence. The late war, already
referred to, was not of that description. No power of the enemy,
either in the field or on the ocean, nor any he was able to bring to
the contest, could have endangered, in the slightest degree, the
freedom of the States.

That my subsequent remarks on the influence of the scheme of
education [ purpose to recommend, may be the more easily under-
stood, and the more correctly appreciated, it is requisite that I
premise a few further propositions. In the system of our federal
government, as in every other system where action is maintained,
there are two powers in constant operation. And they are neces-
sarily antagonists. In the present case, they are the eentripetal and
the centrifugal; and, although in direct opposition to each other,
they are alike indispe:mui;-le to the existence and perfection of the
machinery they keep in motion. But a fair equilibrium between
them must be maintained. Destroy, or too far enfecble either,
and the other, taking the ascendency, and acting without control,
will produce confusion, if not ruin. The solar system furnishes
the best illustration of this. Its prineiples and movements consti-
tute the most perfect exemplar on the subject. The centripetal
power there is lodged in the sun, and holds the planets and their
satellites to that body, while the centrifugal attaches to the plan-
ets, and tends to throw them from him. Let the former prevail,
and all the subordinate members of the system will" tumble head-
long into the central orb. This would be consolidation. Let the
latter predominate, and, in“the words of the poet, the same mem-
bers will “fly lawless through the void,” to the annoyance, if not
the overthrow, of other systems. This would be anarchy.

‘To apply my illustration:

In the federal system, the national government represents the
sun, and the States and Territories the planetsthat revolve around
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treat it with entire disregard. In fine, instead of being venerated,
as it once was, as the record of a voluntary and solemn compact be-
tween the States, reminding them of their early alliance and
plighted faith, admonishing them of their highest interests, and
binding them on prineiples of justice to their duties to each other,
and to the nation,it is looked on, by too many, with jealousy and
dislike, as if it were a system of fetters, framed without authority,
and arbitrarily fastened on the members of the Union, to clog their
movements and deprive them of full scope and freedom of action.
Such, I say, is the case with the centripetal power of the fede-
ral system.  In strength and influence, it is pdlpably on the de-
cline. But the condition of the centrifugal power is widely differ-
ent. That its strength is increasing with an alarming rapidity,
cannot be denied, and ought not to be concealed. The danger it
portends should be boldly confronted, and unyieldingly counter-
acted, by every means that can be brought into the contest. Al-
though the constitutions of the States, in which the centrifugal
power is partly lodged, remain unchanged, it is far otherwise with
the spirit of state sovercignty, and the opinion of state rights
among the people. Within the last ten years, or even a shorter
period, they have been more than quadrupled in strength. As re-
lates to the subject of them, sentiments are now openly avowed,
not only in the current discourse of certain political circles, but in
public meetings and the capitol of the nation, which, twenty years
ago, would have been reprobated as seditious, if not punished as.
treasonable. Persons uttering them would not only have forfeit-
ed public confidence; they would have lost their standing in social
life, and been. stigmatized as disturbers of good order, corrupters
of the community, and enemies of the country. - Those who were
once treated as conspirators azainst the Union, under a celebrated
character still living, never, in their most secret communications,
used language half so threatening, nor a fiftieth part as baleful in
its effects, as certain konorable legislators, and other men of dis-
tinction do now, in the face of the nation. But words are only the
heralds of deeds. In such cases, the usual course of human con-
duct is, to speak first—in the commencement perhaps cautiously
and in whispers, then more boldly and audibly—and ultimately to
ﬂﬂ..-' Men rarely PIUI!ge at once into consummate gth. Cataline
had been a deep gambler, a practised seducer, and a contemner of
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of Congress respecting that institution. Did time and the occa-
sion permit me to dwell on the subject, the nationalizing influence
of ‘the United States Bank might be clearly demonstrated. Nor
am I sure that a national debt, to a reasonable amount, is.a nation-
al evil. On theﬁontrary, I verily believe that it has been t-:r us
a national blessing, and would so continue under suitable manage-
ment. A general scheme of national roads and canals, especially
rail-roads, by facilitating thrave]lmrr and other modes of intercourse,

and thus virtually contm{:tld} tﬁe boundaries of the empire, would

minister incalculably to the strength of the Union. A few millions &
of dollars nﬂprdﬁtmteg.mnually in this way, for a short term of

years, would tend to save us from disunion, anarchy, and blood,
and might avert from us the necessity of expending hereafier ten-
fold as much in destructive wars. Nor should the scheme to pro-
duce nationality terminate here. Let the professions of Theology

‘and Medicine be also nationalized. Let them, I mean, be so or-

ganized, and their members so formed into societies, as to have

currents of influence setting from each of the States, and from

- 1 5 L -
different sections of the same State, to be concentrated in a great

* federal reservoir; and let the 1issues from’ that reservoir be diffu-

L]

tions founded for mumlqnd benevole

sed, in return, throughout the Union. And let Tamgerau
Peace, Colonization, Bible and Tract societies, ‘and other institu-
rposes, be similarly or-
gani_zamd administered. Let.them also ‘have each a national
centre, and become nurseries of federal feeling throughout the
States. Add to these a society, nationalized in the same way,
whose sole object shall be the” prESERvVATION OF i Umﬂ‘: and
the joint influence and benefits of the whole may he’made incaleu-

I trust irresistible, By communicating to the p&up‘lc prop-
er news, and eiﬁhng and maturing in them correct feelings,
with regard to the rlghta, powers, and beneficial effects of the
" general gov nt, they will operate with a force altogether un-
known to mere statute laws. ” ’

As time-does not permit me to detail these schemes, and exhibit
them in all their elements and bearings, I must be content with the
brief reference to them already made, and shall only add, that no

alty need attend the establishment or administration of them."
Should the d&pnnmmﬁr be fairly made, our country will have
Teason to rejoice in the issue. - _ #.
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more useful o the naion, and would 'therefore, in an equal degrec,
confer more renown on ihe f]uef' magisirate, than the extinetion of the
debt. _

But, in favor of the erection of a National University, there may bé
adduced other and weightier reasons, than the mere opinions of illus-
trious men. The institution would raise, to an unprecedented heigilt’
in our country, the tone .of education, the standard of literature and
science, and the rank and influence of their successiye cultivators,
Thus would it not enly prove to the nation a source of additional power
and splendor at home; it would increase, in an equal degree, its foreign
renown, and consequently its weight in international concerns. Am
I asked in what way it would produce effects so extensive and benefi-
cial? I answer, through sundry o::hﬁmnlal:ih_l few of which shall be
briefly considered.

In grandeur, and all other i imposing and usefu] qualllms, the Uni-
versity would correspond with the resources of the nation, and the
high character of the penple for intellect and energy. The buildings
would be spacious, splendid, and ¢ommodious; ; the libraries extensive
and judiciously selected, and the suits of apparatus complete—well

fitted for the purposes of science, and prepared in the highest and

costliést style. To these fundamental requisites, all the other provi-
sions of the institution would conform. The funds would be ample,
the professorships sufficiently numerous to embrace every requisite
point of knowledge, whether practical or ornamental, and filled by the
ablest and best qualified teachers; in the arrangement for exercige,
amusement, and manly accomplishments, convenience and elegance
would be skilfully united, and the whole would be organized on the
most approved plan and principles of instruction. It would be an in-
stitution of modern times, suited to a liberal and enlightened period,
not a servile copy of originals that have deseended to us from ages of
ignorance and superstition. The site would be some convenient spot
in the District of Columbia, open to the eye of “the nation and the
- world, and subject to the exciting and elevating-influences of proximi-
ty to the seat of the most august government that man'has established.

In fine; the institution, when complete, would be a great national

monumént of elegance and subllmlty for taste to-admire, and of use-
fulness for judgment to approve and imitate, " :

Thus provided with all that literature and seience requ:re for thexr :

“ advancement, and suitably administered by faculties worthy of it, the
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ceivable how the case can be otherwise. - It isa law of natare, that ali
_ things produce in their own likéness. Great things are the parents
of great things, and small things of #émall. And this law prevails as
certainly in the moraland intellectual world, as in the physical and or-
ganic. 'The human intellect then is no less subject terit than the hn-
man body. . Wars, revolutions in nations, and other momentous ocea-
sions develope minds calculated to act a suitable part in them. Histe-
ry abounds infacts confirmatory of this. The revolution in England
pmdu{:ﬂd a Cromwell, our-own revolution a Washington, the French
a Napoleon, and the South American a Bolivar. Great deliberative
assemblies are the nurseries of great orators and debaters; and Greece
and Rome were indebted for their illusirious men, to the grand events
in the midst of which they grew. -

- Such will be the issue of the National Umve’rslt}f Great in all its
attributes, it will produce, on that ground-alone, corresponding effects
in the formation of scholars. The intellects of those educated in it,
will receive the highest degree. of ‘development and polish, of which
they are susceptible. Most of its pupils moreover, especially that por-
tion of them that shall come from remote parts of the country, will be
youth of lofty promise—the elite of the nation. Few of any other des-
cription will resort to it from a distance. They will be peculiarly sus-
ceptible, therefore, of high excitement and honorable effort, in relation
to their scholarship and intellectual standing. Nor is it easy to ima-
gine a combination of circumstances; better fitted to produce such ef-
fects, than that under the influence of which they will be placed. - In
whatever is substantial and useful, as well as in what is ealeulated to
excite admiration and produce effect, the institution itself, as already
_mentioned, will be grand and impressive. The very fact, therefore,
of being a pupil of it, and a candidate for its honors, and of having ac- .
cess to all its sources of impmvemeht, will be an incentive to ambi-
tious aims and strenuous efforts, in every mind of* an elevated order.
Nor will the proximity to the seat of the'national government, the arena
of great intellectual struggle and achicvement, and the theatre of vast
and imposing events, fail to contribute to the same end. No youth of
a common spirit, much less of an aspiring one, can remain unambitious
- and inactive, in such a situation. Nothing can prevent him fromre-
solving and endeavoring to prepare himself fo act, at a future period,
a distinguished part in the councils of his country—to become a repre-
sentative, a senator, a minister abroad, one of the heads of department
at home, a judge of the supreme court, or chief magistrade of the nation. -
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. Anothcr cireamstance which will operate on the youth of the Uni-
versity, as a powerful incentive to attain distinetion, will be, that their
studies will Le prosecuted and the result of them exkibited under the
eye of the nation; and not of this nation alone, but also of foreign
ones. The former of these effeets will take place through members
of Congress and other functionaries of the general government, who
assemble at Washingion fiom all parts of the United Btates, and the
latter through public ministers from abroad. All striking cceurrences
in the University will become known to these personages,who will rarely
faik to give them publicity. In examinafions and other modes of trial,
therefore, the standing and performances of the pupils will be subject to
a much wider inspection, than those of the pupils of any other seat of
learning. Corresponding to this will be the extent of the sphere,
-through which ecurrency will be given to official reports, and othet
forms of intelligence respecting merit or the reverse-——success or de-
feat, in contests for prizes—honors conferred, ot disgrace incurred.
Nor is this all. The youth of the University will be assembled not
only from the several sections of the Unjted States; the high reputation
of the institution, united to the spirit of liberty it will foster, and the
full development that will be given, by its professors, to the engross-
" ing doctrine of human rights, will draw many to it from foreign coun-
tries. Some will repair to it from Spanish America and the West In-
dia islands, and some from Greece,.Spain, Poland, and other parts of
Eum[m,ﬂwhc-m personal and political freedom is prized. A portion of
- the intellectual chivalry even of Great Britain, France, and Germany
will be found within its walls. T'his will become another ground ‘of
“intense devotion to study. It will produce the most ardent and unre-
mitting competition. Among the natives of the United States, the
North will endeavor to wrest the palm of scholarship from the South,
ﬂle East from-the West, and each seetion of tlie country from every '
nther, and hetwa'en Americans and foreigners a similar mruggic for
pre-cminence will be maintained. In the latter case, the question,
‘whether the American mind be, in any respect, inferior to the Euro-
_ pean? will be ﬁﬂﬂl]]" put to rest, even in the opinion of uninformed
skeptics and prejudiced enémies; and our country will not suffer in
the comparison. The issue will silence forever the impudent prating,
and cover with odium the false statements of the Halls and Trollopes,
_and other unprincipled British scribblers, respecting the degeneracy of
_ man in America. No scene of mmpetmun equal]jr animated will be
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temptation can shake, and a grasp which nothing but death can relax.

But it has been ulready shown, I trust satisfactorily, that education is

the only source of intelligence dnd virtue, and that the best scheme
* of education for the United States, is that of which a National Um-.rer-
sity shall be the centre. By such a scheme alone, as I verily believe,
can the youth of our country be so trained, as to' be rendered truly
national in their character. And if they be not thus nationalized, the
Union must dissolve. It will return to’ its original elements, as ‘our
bodies do to dust, long before the middle of thie present eentury, unless
the growing sentiments of state rights, state sovéreignty, and other
“popular pTEJUdIGEB of the kmd be kept within thﬂ limits of our fedEra]
~ constitution.
But this is not all. The power and splcndur, which the scheme of
¢ducation I am considering, must confer on the nation; would further
add to the strength of the Union. Whatever may augment our na.

tional glory must have this effect. Man is instinctively attached to -

what is greaf and*illustrious. He especially delights in forming, in
his own person, a part of it, because the relation is flattering to his
vanity. and pride. . Great Britain and France may be safely cited in
confirmation of this. In science, literature, arts, and their acCompa-
miments, those empires are great and glorious. IHence their subjects
are inordinately wedded to them. Nﬁthmg can induce them to efface
or forget their national birthright. They may deeply complain of the

abuses of government, and oppose them even inarms. = Buf no matter.

In all that constitutes patriots, or gives character to'men, they are
Frenthmen and Englishmen still. Let the ernpires be reduced to the
standing of petty powers, and the attachment of the subject will be

also reduced. = Of the ancient Greeks antl Romans the sime might be’

affirmed. Their countries were tite most powerful and illustriots on

carth; and hence’ their patriotic devotedness was the most intense. -
They would have preferred death in any form, to the extinction of their -
nationality. Nor, as respects the United States and their inhabitants,

- will the ease be otherwise. Give to the nataun the power nnd splen-
dor, which a federal scheme of education would bestow, and, by
that consideration alome, the attachment of the people to it will be

greatly strengthened That bodies atfrzet in proportion to ﬂlEH'--
Imn_gmtude, is as true in ethies,as it is in physics. By a wise ‘and -

vigorous administration of our aﬁ'urs,ﬁ:e American nation is destined
to be, in a short time, pre-eminent in power and Instre over all others.

. - . : $ .
-!. ,*.‘ .. :
v : : 5 ""3.111. -
& » o *' - e

.

e s wm! B &




DR. CALDWELLYS DISCOURSE. 129

And ‘u:al_circumslame will tend to the preservation of the Union.
The several States will glory in being parts of so splendid an -empire ;
and their disposition to recede from it will be extinguished. They
will be convinced that the weight and'respectability which each of themi
possesses, as well as® the safety and prosperity which it enjoys, when _
they are united and moving'if mass, would be lost to, them, should
they separate and act in fragments. They will be sensible of their
resemblance, in this respect, to an army, which, when advancing in
column, is irresistible, but is easily vanqmahcd when its amay is
broken. '

Twe further grounds, on wh:ch a National University would minister
fo the strength of the Union, and I am done. Nor can I doubt that
you will concur .with me, in considering them powerful; because you
.have }'oursche.s experienced their force. N
: Yuung men, especially those of warm tempcmments and generous
dispositions, are strongly attached to the place of their educ.aunn
“Their de'mte&neu to it arises at times almost to idolatry. Nothin
{o them so lovely and sacred, as the venerated walls of their alma
ter; whilé her cmbo ering groves, assimilated in their fancy to t].lﬂ.i'
of Egeria, in the retirement of which they have pursued their studies,
and her classical ‘walks, where they have often strayed in lonely con-
templation, or in fellowship with friends, possess for them the enchant-
ment of consecrated ground. No other spot of earth, save that which
enshrines the relics of* their forefathers, is so_holy in their sight.
From any hostile violation or unhallowed touch they would protect

* it with their hvaa, or rejoice to wash out the stain with their blood.

To your own emotions, at the preseﬁ moment, I dare appeal for” the
truth.of this statement.
" Baut, as already represented, the cap:tnl.‘ of the ntttlm], or some nthcr

" spot in the District of Columbia, would be the seat of «the National

l._]’niw:erﬁty‘._ To that.spot would cling, with the unyielding force of .
filial attachment, the affections of .the pupils.educated there, in what-

-ever Section of the country they might reside. The circumstance, as

far as the early and cherished prepossessiops_of distinguished men

. might avail, would bind the members of the. Republic to its centre,

with l:ﬂrdﬂl formed of_ some of the choicest materials of our nature.
Should danger, from without or within; threaten the capital, identified
with the University in the minds of the alumni, they wonJd hasten to

its defen m every pumtu the Umun,mth resoliitions and means
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they will inevitably separate; and should they consent to unite with
any of the smaller ones, it will be on such terms as will deprive the
latter of independent sovereignty—a condition which will be submit-
ted to only as the issue of compulsion. ~These petty powers, instead
of viewing each other as ancient friends and neighbors, that had fought,
and bled, and triumphed in a common cause, will burn with the mu-
tual animosity of rivals and foes. Their feuds, moreover, will have
the rancor and bitterness of family hatred. Hence, domestic concord
will soon give place to civil commation; the olive will wither through-
out the land, and the laurel spring from the blood-stained soil. The
industry and arts of peace will fail, and many of the faiyest productions
perish, under the unsparing operation of war. The pinugh_ héing' ex-
changed for the sword, by the youthful and vigorous, agriculture will
be abandoned, or practised only by the feeble and incompetent. In- .
stead of fresh towns and cities rising in their pride and beauty, to em-
bellish the country and give comfort to the people, many of those al-
ready erected will be converted into scenes of deselation and mourn-
ing. 'The brightness of day will be obscured by their smoke and ashes,
and the darkness of night dispelled by their burning. Of ravages like.
these, united to a general abandonment of productive labor, ex{ensive
poverty and wretchedness, with their usual concomitants of profligacy
and crime, will be the fatal issue.” Peaceful enterprise of every des-
cription being thus paralyzed, all that belongs to the permanent great-
ness and power of nations, will necessarily retrograde, If the com-
munities become comparatively strong and terrible in battle, it-will be
but for a season. Their strength will be the offspring of unnatural
excitement, and, therefore, evanescent. It will be but the furious .
vigor of the bacchanal or the maniae, destined to fade with the fervor
which produced it. Their power and influence abroad, in common
with their real strength at -home, will be now but matter of history.
Not a remnant of either will survive, except in mouldering ruins and
saddened remembrance. No foreign nation will respect or consult
them, or have any other connection with them, than that of turning
them to its own interest. Their naval force being also enfeebled, the
petty remains of their fleets will be liable to insult and aggression
which they dare not resent, and their sea-coast to invasion which they
will be unable to repel. As education cannot flourish amidst the
strife of arms, more especially intestine strife, mental cultivation will
degenerate, and ignorance and comparative barbarism usurp the places
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of civilization and knowledge. This disastrous condition of things
_ will be aggravated, in all its appalling qualities, by the ferocious bor-
der warfare that must extensively prevail. ~ From our national temper-
ament we are prone to extremes. The French and Irish perhaps
excepted, we are more so than any other enlightened people. From
being now uncommonly peaceful in our dispositions, we shall then be-
come, in an equal degree, belligerent. The business of war will make
a part of the stated occupation of each community. Instead of peace-
fuland smiling villages, garrisoned fortresses and frowning batteries
will mark the division lines between the different States. In such a
" condition of things, bodigs of militia-men will bé insufficient.for the
war-like purposes of the muntrjf “Citizen soldiers,” as they are fan-
cifully termed, dressed in gaudy attire, and marshalled on a green-
sward lawn, or struttlng to music, through the streets of a city, may
gratify the gaze of the million, on a parade day, when all is peace.
But experience, as well as history, assures us, that it is unsafe to con-
fide in them on the day of battle. Besides, the people will become
dissatisfied with sleeping on their arms, and being constantly on the
alert to repel aggression. They will prefer the existence of a regular
sn]diéry among them to a life of such disquietude and ruinous interrup-
tion. Standing armies, therefore, with all the expenses and other
mischiefs they involve, will form another feature of the time I am
pointing to. And these, being themselves the product of war, will
necessarily tend to the promotion of that evil. The “pomp and cir-
cumstance” attending them, will develope a martial spirit among the
youthful, which nothing can restrain. Nor do men, bred to arms and
prepared for battle, submit with patience to the repose and ennui of a
peaceful ltfe, especially if " they be loitering in the neighborhood of a
foe. Like other men, enamored of their profession, they delight in the
practice of it. Should no opportunity, therefore, to unsheath their
swords be presented to them, they will seek one. But this is not all.
The weaker States will contract alliances (most probably foreign ones)
as aprotection against the stronger. Thus will they virtually sink into
" colonies again, proving themselves, by the act, alike regardless and
unworthy of the independence and freedom which their heroic sires
bequeathed, asan _mhenmnce, fo degenerate sons. And England and
France may meet again in arms, on fields that were once the abode of
freemen, to contend for the mastery over subjugated Americans. The
worst, perhaps, is to come. After a long course of the most embittered
and sanguinary wars, a few rival chieftains, at the head of powerful

w
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armies, will agree to partition the nation between themselves, erect
separate empires, assume the diadem, and subject the country of Frank-

lin and Washington to military despotism. Ora modern Philip may

arise, and lord it over the whole. And thus will sink, in hopeless
darkness, the watch-fires of liberty, which our glorious ancestors had

kindled on our hills. Thus will fail, for ages, if not forever, the most

sublime and momentous experiment the world has witnessed, to deter-
mine the self-governing capacity of man—to solve the great question,
whether we are the heirs of reason and virtue, or the minions of pas-
sion and the instruments of misrule? For the issue of this experi-
ment, be it successful or adverse, will not be confined, in its influenee,
to ourselves. It will thrill, like the lightning from Heaven, to the cen-
tre of every nation that is panting for freedom. If fortunate, it will be
to it the messenger of joy, and will brighten its prospects with the
day-spring of hope. - If the reverse, it will proclaim to it a continuance
of its chains, and be the herald of despair. And while Freedom shall
mourn over the fallen and hopeless fortunes of our race, Despotism,
surrounded by the trophies of his recent victory, will sit more securely
on his throne, and survey, with a sterner and less du‘l}mus delight, the
desolation around him.

~ To the blood-stained history of the Slales of Greece, the annals of
the fierce Italian Republics, and the records of wars between petty
sovereignties in other parts of Europe, I refer you for matter to sustain
the views I have here submitted to you. Tell not me that we are a
more discreet and reasonable people, and will not run into such wild

extremes, or mndly court such fatal catastrophes. To Heaven I ap-

peal for my sincerity in declaring that, all.things eonsidered, I think
we are lessso. We are much more awfully-stricken with political in-
sanity, than either of the carly and less enlightened people, to whem
I have alluded. They never had a form of government like ours, nor
enjoyed the blessings we are about to forfeit. They could not, there-
fore, be sensible of their value. They were but unfortunate in never

possessing what we shall be criminal in trampling under. foot. + And -

for what?—A mere mess of pottage—in the shape of a few bales of
cotton and tierces of rice! For this—a thing so unspeakably paltry,
compared to the effects it threatens to produce—our birth-right, as

freemen, is to be bartered, a nation is to be laid in blood, the happiness -

of innumerable and unborn'millions ]:-Inghted the light and glory of the
most prosperous and promising empire forever extinguished, and the

i il
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fits of your society confined to the period of your residence here. This
tie of brotherhood connects you permanently with those who have gone
before you, and those who are to come after. Each successive year
~ will eontribute to swell your means and numbers; and, as ofien as the
college jubilee comes round, you will lay aside the cares and troubles
of the noisy world, and re-assemble in this delightful retreat, to live
over again, in an hour of sweet communion, the pleasures of your col-
lege life. This annual meeting cannot fail to. be as useful - as it is
agreeable. The genius of the place will shed its happy influences
around. Your refurn to classic ground will call up your classic recol-
lections. If the avocations of life have a tendency—as too frequently -
they have—to withdraw your “affections from your first pure love, the h
slumbering flame will be” here rekindled. By the most natural of all
associations, you will think of the fervid pages over which you have
glowed, the n.nimatilg.g- truths you have investigated, and the immortal
spirits with whom you have communed within these hallowed walls, .
and ere you -depart, to plunge again into the vortex of business, you'
will plight anew your vews of fidelity to the great cause of literature x
and science,

Such being the nature and design of your society, I feel as if T were
addressing brethren. So far, at least, as kindred feelings and com- .
mon hopes and interests, together with your friendly adoption, can
make me so, I now am one of you. And I propese to seek my =ub-
ject in the occasion which lias called this assembly together. Aclass .
of young men are about to take leave of their alma mater, and enter
upon the theatre of life. We who have stood where they now stand,
can well appreciate theirsituation. How many fond associations clus-
ter around that m‘b@tmg roment! ~ With what various emotions did
our bosoms throb!  As we looked back upon the past, the momentary
feeling may have been, reluctance to be separated from our compan-
ions and guides; our quiet occupations and serene pleasures; and,
with Eve, we could have exclaimed, ‘Must I leave thee, Paradise!*
But, when we turned from the past to the future, glittering with Mo
the gorgeous colors which our young and vivid imaginations: «
throw over it; when we saw the wide world spread out before us, and”
uﬂ'ermgabuundless field for enterprise and choice; when, through
the vista which sanguine hope threw open, we beheld wealth, honor,
influence, renown, all waiting for our grasp, and almost hastening to -~

ﬁs how speedily, like darkness before the sun, did every trace

ctance vanish! Then the prednmmanﬁfeehng was, cagerness to -
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And borrowing dulls the edge of husbandry.
This, above all; 1o thine own self be true,
And it must follow, as the night the day,
Thou canst not then be false to any man.’

Could each of these precepts be strictly observed, they would as-
suredly make a prudent, if nota finished, man. But, instead of at-

_ tempting a general essay on the formation of character, what I propose,

in the following remarks, is, to point out some of the evil influences to
which American young men are exposed, in the commencement of

“their career.

I. And,in the first place, at the very threshold of active life, we are

apt to overlook the distinction between character and reputation.

"These two things, so widely different, are often fatally compounded.
The distinction is this: character is determined by what a man is, in
reference to himself alone; reputation, by what he seems to be, in the
opinion of the world. Character is the combined resultofour thoughts
and actions, as they exhibit themselves to the all-seeing Eye; reputa-
tion is the result of the conclusions drawn by our fellow-men; respect-
ing our thoughts and actions. Of character, conscience is the arbiter;
of reputation, mere opinion. Hence it is possible that directly oppo-
site decisions may be pronounced at the two tribunals.” Our reputa-
tion may 1}3 as bright as morning, when our character is as black as

_night. Fallible men may mistake or misrepresent us, and thus fix our

estimation too high or too low; but with God and our secret con-
science there can be no mistake. Reputation we hold at the mercy
of men, exposed to the buffetings of flattery,and detraction. But
character depends upon no such tenure} it rests not on opinion, and
is, therefore, independent of contumely. Human breath can neither
make normar it. Be it good, or be it bad, it is our own work, and we
alone are answerable for it. The merit or the blame is altogether ours.

In one .part of this assertion, I believe, all agree. I know of none

who are willing to share with others the merit of their good character.

But there are many who incline tor lay the blame of a bad character on
men or circumstances. This is the favorite subterfuge of knaves Bnh
fools.  The man of guilt and E’enden.vom to find solace in the
stupendous fallacy, that he cﬁgﬂnt have done ‘otherwise; and the
man of indolence, who has suffered his blood to creep lazily through
its courses, and his mind to lie dead, like a stagnant pool, engendeéring
nm‘lght but pestilence, is prone to lay the same flaitering unction to his
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that character is of infinitely higher moment than reputation,and can
never depend.upon it. Men cannot make you good or bad, by calling
you so. Yet, as public sentiment is more likely to be right than
wrong, your reputation will, for the most part, depend upon your char-
acter; so that, if you in fact deserve admiration or detestation, you
may, in the long run, count upon receiving it. Of this, at all events,
you may rest assured, that, if you only take sufficient care of your
characters, you may confidently leave your reputations to take care of
themselves. Act in such a manner as to meet your own secret ap-
proval, and you may smile upon the buzz that goes abroad respecting
you,

‘One self-approving hour whole years outweighs,
Of stupid starers and of loud huzzas.’

II. In the second place, we are extremely liable to set out in life
with erroneous impressions respecting the importance of wealih, as one
of the objects of life.

This evil appears to be increasing. The present is emphatically a
wealth-loving age. Both individuals and communities are multiplying
their efforts towards its acquisition. There is hardly a power in na-
ture, be it the steam, the wind, or animal strength, which is not compel-
led into constant service. Machinery, too, is working its daily mira-
cles in the abridgement of every kind of labor. All this is to heap up
wealth. And then, what is the paramount object of universal legisla-
tion? Unless you have directed your thoughts pnrhEﬁiarly to the sub-
ject, it will surprise you to find how much more the laws have to do
with the property, than with the persons of individuals. Man, as an
intellectual and moral being, is hardly noticed by lawgivers; but man,
as a property-holder, is the object of ever watchful care. Does your
- neighbor owe you the most trifling debt, the law stretches out its puis-
sant arm to enforce its payment. But suppose you wish him to per-
form some moral duty, or do'a noble deed; will the law come fm'th in
its majesty to help you? No; such thmgs are beyond its province.
Whatever concerps man, as an immortal being, is left to the impulses
of his own bosom; but whatever concerns him, as a banker or broker,
is made the subject of strictest regulation. Indeed, so supreme a thing
has money become, that there is scarcely a personal immunity belong-
ing to a freeman, which has not its price. Has my person been assault-
ed, my liberty invaded, my reputation blasted; the injury is redressed,
and the aggressor punished, through the medmm of his pocket. Nor

Al
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make the accumulation of wealth the great and primary purpose of I

their future plans. I may, perhaps, over-estimate this tendency. But
it seems io be decidedly the spirit of the age to make wealth the end,
instead of the means, of life and happiness; and this cannot be done

but at the expense of some of the brightest excellencies of individual .

and national eharacter. I would not wish for the days of Lycurgus to
veturn, swhen iron formed the only circulating medium, although 1
believe the maxim vpon which his memorable code was ﬁ:;nnded,' that
luxury is the bane of sociely, was then, and is now, ineontestibly true.
If there be a devouring worm gnawingat the root of our best institu-
tions, that worm is luxury. But modern eivilization could not tplﬂrate
the same rigid ap@tgﬁtmn of the maxim whieh Sparta did. The use -
of ages has converted so many Juxuries into absolute necessaries, that
a greater amount of wealth has beeome indispensable. Yet still its

: gli utar need not dazzle all eyes and fascinate all hearts. 1 would ask

these quesiions:—Does freedom gain by an increase of wealth? Is
patriotism strengthened? Are the heroic virtues nourished? Does
the mind, with its godlike attributes, thrive on gold? - Is the dignity
of our nature exalted? Man, we are told, is a being formed “for large

discourse, looking before and afier.) But how does the master pas- -

sion of which I am speaking, cramp, contract, and narrow down his
mightiest purposes! O quid non mortalia pectora cogis, auri sacra
fames! Bound willing slaves to the chariot wheels of Mammon, what
-motive or excitement can we have to high contemplation or great
achievement? Where the love of accumulation once takes root, does
it not deaden every thing like chivalry and enthusiasm; make us cold,
calculating, and selfish; clip the wings of imagination; dim the fires of

intellect; and fasten down to earth those thoughts which ought ‘to
‘wander through eternity? Take Hamlet’s sublime burst ﬂf admira- _

tion, when thinking of what our nature was cnpab]e, and see how poor-
ly it tallies with that inferior being who loves, labors, lives; and all*but
dies, for gold. “Whata piece of work is man! How noble in reason!
How infinite in faculties! In form and meoving, how express and ad-

mirable! . In action, how like an angel! In apprehension, how like a

God! Such is man, in Shakspeare’s hl conception. But O! huw
different from that earth-born creature with whom wealth forms the
ultimatum of all endeavor!

And here let me protest against mlscnnalruehum IW hluﬂ-'h to
be considered as joining inﬁulg'a: hue and cry agamstaruim'gcy Irf
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- 'ﬂlia-,free land, if a man chooses to devote himself exclusively to money-
making, he has a right to do so. And inasmuch as our laws give him-
no peculiar privileges, from being rich—unless it be a privilege to con- -
tribute a greater share than others towards the support of government
—I see not what right any body has to complain of him as an aristo-

% crat. My remarks, therefore, on this head, have been made with en-
tire freedom from popular prejudice.

III. In thethird place, we are very likcljr. to begin life with fals

notions of the importance of office. g :

This may be called the bem%i‘.:ﬁg sin of our institutions, the one dark

spot on the else bright disk of our political sun. Oneof the first things
we learn to boast of, is, that we live in a land where every station is
accessible to every citizen. This is, indeed, a glorious truth.. No
Férmr it makes the young man’s bosom swell with a noble pride.‘-ﬁs
a motive to bold and perseveiﬁag?'eﬂ'ur!, it deserves to operate lfth
transcendent power. But the good it produces in this way is not un- -
mixed with evil" It does something more than foster generous emu-
lation, and excite honorable aspirations. It generates bad passions,
anddeads to unworthy practices. I intend no reference to party
orclass. The evilis a general one. Itgrowsout ofthe fact that all cannot
have office atonce. Touse a current expression of the day, the outs
® must always be more than the ins, Lavish as we may be in the crea-
tion of offices, they can hardljr amount to one for every hundred aspi-
rants. The consequence isiobvious. eré multitudes are scramb-
ling for what only ene can have, it re an extraordinary degree of
virtte to- prevent a resort to foul play. Intrigue then be&nes an
overmatch f{or desert; tortuous courses gn:u‘i the the *a-.dva:ﬂage OVer
straight; artifices, tricks, and stratagems, become the order of the
day; and practices utterly unwarthy of high-minded men, are applaud-
ed because they are successful. To an untainted mind there are few
spectacles more disgusting than an electioneering canvass. need
not describe it, for you all &W what it is. You have seen me who,
on any other occasion, would blush to be the herald of their own
praises as much as they would scorn to asperse their m_tnpetiinr!_!:_},pu
have seen such men go about the- streets, in tattered dress, th’l—
; cit suffrages, now blowing the trumpet of their own merits, and now,
backbiting their ents. It seems as if their infatuation for office

* had clothed in -triple brass; as if they rgotten, in’ the fury

~ of the muient, that magnanimity is at of noble 'ties:‘
-‘-'ﬁ mmramembér_ fty distinction bjlﬂrdﬂanaﬁed,a.llld
i . .
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felt by all kindred minds, between that popularity which follows a man,
and that which leads him;, between the fitful shouts of a mob,and the
loud elear voice of fame. There was a time—it was the Arcadian
age of our republic—when that distinction was not merely a fine sen-

_ timent, but a rule of action. Our. worthies waited to be. called forth as

candidates, instead of putting themselves forth. Would Washington,
think you, or Hancock, or Hamilton, or Franklin, or Warren, have suppli-
cated for the suffrages of their fellow-citizens? Would they have stoop-
ed to artifice to secure an election? No; It were profanation of their im-
mortal names to suppose it. Nay more, could they, without ';:inlatiftg the
high laws of their character, have humbled themselves so far, it would
have been the certain means of defeat. Their contemporaries would
not have endured it. They chose to select for themselves and judge -
for themselves, in the first instance, who was worthy of their support,
and who was not; and the‘}' would have withheld honors thus asked
for, as thcj would have spurned services thus offered. :
Methinks, it might, in some measure, rebuke the spirit of office-
secking, to reflect that there can be no real honor in extorted favors.
When officé is tendered, unsought, as a spontaneous tribute to merit,
that very fact is substantial honor, of which the best may well be proud;
and, in this view, the gratification wonld be precisely the kme, wheth-
er it were accepted or declined; but when it is obtained by trick or

lﬁimeded to importunity, it is no honor. Besides, however office be

ained, it seems fo me we in danger of over-estimating its im-
portance... There is no re:al g&l in office itself; but only in the man-
ner in which it is administered. Did Nero reap glory from the station
of Emperor, or Jeffreys from that of Judge? On the contrary, the har-

-vest of both was everlasting inf‘ﬁm}'r. Irepeat it, 2 man may honot his

office, but his office cannot honor him; all it can ever do, is, to enable
the possessor to render more conspicuous the same qualities whieh
would distinguish him as a private citizen. And, therefore, it seems
to be high time that we should learn to think mote of the individual
man, and less of the functionary. I am no decrier of ambition; on the

contrary, I applaud it, if guided by enlightened reason. But I wish to

~ find it in a peasant as much as in a prince, out of office as well-as in

office. T would see ambitious farmers, ambitious mechanics, ambitious
scholars, who never think of seeking office, because t@y believe that

‘the post of honor may be a private station. Why not adopt &E excel-

lent sentiment of Pope?—
¢ Act well your part; there all the ,ho&r Lies."

o
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Why, the wery terms imply an absurdity. In that free competitior

which it is the glory of our institutions to foster, some will distinguish
themselves above the rest; and if, through jealousy of superiority, they
are to be proscribed on this account; if their great qualities or attain-

ments are to preclude them from public favor; if the force of opinion
is to be arrayed againsl tliem, in violatien of the great compact of uni-
wersal freedom; then, I say, the promise of liberty is a mockery, and
the victims of persecution may exclaim, with the Irish poet—

‘Come, despot of Russia, Lt_h:,r feet let me kiss;
-Far better to live the brute bondman of thee,
Than sully e’en chains by a struggle like this.”

There is no disguising the consequences. We shall fall at once
under the deminion of demagogues, the worst tyranny that ever infest-
ed the carth. Equality is the darling theme of demagogues.. They
liarp upon it until they have displaced their superiors, and fixed them-
selves in power, and then preach up subordination ; as men throw down
the ladder on which they have ascended, to prevent others from ascend-
ing after them. But the miserdble trick does not long succeed. The
poisoned chalice they have mixed is soon commended to their own lips.
The superiority they have gained, by preaching up equality, is quiekly
seized upon by other demagogues, who take advaiitage of the glaring
paradox, and, by a just retribution, hurl them from their places. And
thus it goeson, in endless change, from bad to worse. But the picture
is too disgusting to be dwelt upon. And I turn from it, to remark,
that, if any of us are dissatisfied that others should be above us, there
is one, and but one, noble method of removing the cause; it is, by
raising ourselves to their level, but never by dragging them down to
ours. 'This is a levelling system worthy of ingenuous and honorable
men. Let our young men adopt and pursue it, in the spirit of magnan-
imous competition, and their whole united force will be concentrated
to elevate the standard of American character. In the most fervid
hour of strife, let them bear in mind, that the man who displaces a
worthier, from any stafion whatever, to make room for himself, has in-
flicted an injury upon society, and forfeited the title of patriot. We
have read, with admiration, of that Spartan virtue, which inspired a
mother toreturn this exulting answer to those who praised the memeo-
ry of her fallen son: ‘Sparta has many a worthier son than he.’ It
might be looking for something almost superhuman, perhaps, to ex-
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eountry—they must wield the mntured energies of a great state.
Where we deliberate upon the concerns of thousands, they must le-
gislate for tens of thousandﬁ and for millions. With a territory of im-
mense magnitude, fertile, and abounding in resources, beautiful and
inviting to the eye, intersected by noble rivers, possessing every ad-
vantage for commerce, agriculture, and manufactures, they will need
all the aids of'’knowledge to fill with success the high stations of citi-
zens and rulers. They must cherish.agriculture, invigorate com-
merce, encourage manufactures, invite useful inventions, construct
public improvements, adorn and beautify the country, improve and
elevate the people.

I need hardly urge to you, gentlemen, the va]ueuf‘asuund and ele-
gant literature, the promotion of which is one of the objecis of your
society. The subject conneets itself inseparably with that which I
have attempted to discuss. The office of literature is to d’sseminate

- the results of genius and scholarship. There can be no national liter-
ature without a sound and liberal national education. It is the busi-
ness of education to train up both the author and the reader; to culti-
vate in the one a taste for the elegant productions of the mind, to en-
due the other with the power to gratify that taste. But, unhappily,
the mercenary spirit of the age is such, that our youth, impatient of
delay; and unwilling to wait that gradual development of the mind

" ordained by nature, plunge prematurely inte-the toils of manhood.
They are satisfied with superficial attainments, 'which are rapidlj' ef-
faced from the memory, because they have been pmcured without ef-
fort, and are possessed without pride. The learned professions are
erowded with illiterate men—Plutus, and not Apollo is the patron of
the liberal arts—and the discovery seems to have been made, that the
poetic maxim,” nascitur non fit, is equally applicable to every depart-
ment of mental exertion. It was reserved to'modern times to dmug:f
er, that knowledge may be acquired, as militia officers imbibe the mil-
itary art—by intuitien; and that gentlemen may become lawyers, phy-
gicians, divines, and authors, by assuming the title, and entering upon
the duties. The most pernicious inventions of modern times, have
been almost all those e:periments in education, by which the natural
development of the mind has been attempted to-be anticipated, and
the periods of study abridged; by which the infant has been decoyed
from the maternal bosom into the school-room, to be fed upon the del-
icate nourishment of the exact sciences; and the young gentleman,
suddenly arrested midway-in a career of generous emulation, torn

- from a course of delightful instruction and honorable study, and
plunged prematurely into the demoralizigg vortex of worldly busi-
ko
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Imperfect scholarship is the bane of literature; and if it is desirable
that a pure taste for letters shall pervade the west, and'that we should
rear up a race of sound and vigorous writers, we must elevate the
standards of education. And why should not the west have a litera-
ture of her own? why should not her sons exhibit the same genius,
and attain the same eminence in classic pursuits, as in the other paths
of generous ambition? Patriots and warriors have already sprung
from our soil. We have given a president to the nation; and an ora-
tor, who has borne away the palm from all competitors, and upnn
whose accents listening senates have hung enraptureﬂ was reared to
greatness in this region. And shall we not also have our poets and
historians? We inhabit a country whose magnificent features are cal-
culated to execite the imagination to its noblest ﬂi-ghta. Wherever we

gaze, there is vastness and beauty in the scene. The gigantic out-
 lines of the country, swell and widen around usin every direction,
until the tmind is lost in the hopeless attempt to combine, and grasp,
and comprehend them in one connected view. The picture is too

vast to be taken in at a single glance—for it embraces interminable

forests,.immense rivers, whose hidden sources are still 'une:;pldred
in the distant wilderness, and plains, which to the traveller’s eye, are
only bounded by the shadowy and far-seen horizon. Here too, the
prolific bosom of nature exhibits a luxuriance unknown to less favor-
ed lands; the earth teems with abundance, and the delighted eye re-
vels upon the rich, the glowing, the various, the gorgeous hues, of
the exuberant fohage- QOur history is full of interest, freshness, and
even romance. It is the history of a race of men of peculiar hardi-
hood and independence, who thoight with originality, and acted with
vigor. Itis a story of adventurous inéident, and severe privation,
which traces the hardy pioneer through paths beset with danger, and
_ tells of days and nights of watchful courage, when every cabin was a
fortress, every man, every woman, was a soldier.

We have our antiquities, too—the relics, the tombs, the fortresses of |

a fallen peuple. We have a wide land, which is as yet unexplored;

full of resources to be developed, of products to be déscribed, and of
moral deserts to be improved. May the day soon arrive, when our
own scholars shall be the historians of our country, when the native
poet shall celebrate the valor and the beauty of the west, when eve-

ry mound and every battlefield shall be rendered classic ground, when
virtue shall be'strengthened, and patriotism instructed from the vol-
umes of a national literature, and when the tender tale of love shall

be sung in the ‘wood notes wild’ of our own forests! > & '

Gentlemen, T have pleaded before you the cause of education.
the cause of prudence and humamty,-of virtue and rellgm.u,
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a history of this middle period, in the annals of the West. Of the poinis
to which you should attend, permit me to indicate the geographical
dnatnl:ruuon, mlatwﬂ numbers, comparative strength, affinities of lan-
guage, and varieties of national character, of the tribes which once
.dwelt where we now hold possession, and also of those which remain
"in more distant and ‘savage portions of the Valley. To which you
should add such notices of the lives and actions of their chiefs and
prophets, the motives of their wars with each other,and with ourselves,
their objections te our civilization, and the causes of their extinction
orexile, as may be found practicable. :

The_ two last of these topics have a profound philosophical’interest,
and merit a moment’s notice on the present occasion. Why, then,
have they rejected our civilization, aﬂd.adlmfing obstinately to their
ancient habits, retreated before us into the deeper depths of the for-
est! The answer may, pehaps, be found, in the contrast which their
social condition makes with ours. They are hunters—we are agri-
culturists and artizans; on the scale of human pursnits, they oceupy.
the lowest, we the highest grade; and betwixt us, the intermeédiate or
pastoral class does not exist. Now, has not the want of this cunne-ﬂ-- :
ing link, of the savage and the civilized extremes of society, occasion-
ed the failure and the sad catastrophe, over which the heart of the
kind and guoi:l, lras so often poured forth its sorrows; whieh have
barbed the arrows of our own satirists; and brought upon - us the re-
proaches of our own moralists, poets, and historians? I am not con-
fident in any conviction, on a subject so foreignto my pursuifs as that
which I now present to your consideration, but ecan not withhold the
opinion, that no people ever passed from the hunter to the agricultur-
al and civie condition, but thruugh the medium of the pastoral.’

T'ribes of hunters have property, that is, the possession of districts .
of forest, within which they hunt, to the partial exclusion of other
tribes; but the game is in common, and enjoyed by each indiviual ac-
eording to his sutcess in its acquisition, by personal enterprise. He
has not, therefore, an idea of property further than that, by means of
which he carries on his operations. Dut while the untutored shep-
herd or herdsman, admits that the district where his flocks are driven
is common property, he claims them as his own; and property being
power, he discovers his consequence, compared with that of those
who are destitute, and naturally seeks its-augmentation; thus by the
love of property, man is instigated to scale the heights of civilization.
But the Indian has not yet had this desire awakened, and, being in-
different to the means of gratifying it, prefers the freedom of the
woods, fo the imprisonment of fields and cities. This_view of the
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‘we to select a portion of American history for the deeds of individual
daring, and the thrilling incidents it would afford, this is precisely

the one we should choose beyond all others. Some of you are the

offspring of these military pioneers, and you owe it to their memory,
and to your country, to collect, ere it is too Iate, the unrecorded remi-
niscences of that age of blood and peril.

But this epoch is deeply interesting in another point of view. It

was the age of Indian treaties, both of peace and cession; the first of -

which was held in 1765. It has been affirmed, that by these treaties
we acquired from the Indians an honest and indefeasible right, to all
those portions of the Valley of the Mississippi, which we attempted
to settle, but from which certain tribes labored fo repel us; and hence
we hwa charged the red man with faithlessness and cruelty. "Thus
the historian seems placed in the dilemma of belii&ving, either that gur.
pioneer fathers were rapacious invaders, or that the Indians were
regardless of the mest solemn compacts, I am happy in thinking,
however, that no such painful alternative need to be admitted. - It is
‘at this time extremely difficult to ascertain the extent and terms of

the various treaties, and the true jurisdiction of ‘the different tribes, -

but.my impression is, that our first purchases of the country north of

the Ohio, .if not that to the eouth, were from tribes who had no
exclusive right to sell; and that those who resisted the settlement of
the West were, in reality, defending what they had hever agreed to

surrender. To this consolatory view of our treaty history—one which,
in a great degree, places both the pioneers and the Indians with whom
they fought, in the right, and permits us to extend pur sympathies to
all—I .would most earnestly direct your investigations.

The next, or third period of our history, properly runs through but

ten years, commencing with 1784 and ending with 1794. Short, "

however, as it was, it presents to the historian, both military and

political, a copious mass of important materials. First, the cession to

the confederacy, in 1784, by the State of Virginia, of the North-West-

ern Territory; second, the celebrated federal ordinance of 1787, for its

government; third, the settlement of that part of it in which we are
now assembled, ard the actual organization of the first territorial gov-

ernment ever established by the United States; fourth, the campaigns

of Harrner, St. Clair, and Wayne, all within the limits of what is now
the State of Ohio, with the final treaty of peace and cession, between
the last of those generals and the chiefs of the Miami Confederacy, in
1795; fifth, the admission into the Union, of the States of Kentucky
and. Tennessee, the oldest daughters of the great Mississippi family;
sixth, the establishment of a commercial intercourse between the
middle portions of the Valley and Lower Louisiana, wnh an alleged
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Eighth.. The literature of a young and a free people, will of course
be declamatory, and such, so far as it is yet developed, is the charac+
ter of our own. BPeeper learning will, no doubt, abate its verbosity
and intumescence; but our natural scenery, and our liberal political
and social institutions; must long continue to maintain its character of
floridness. And what is there in this that should excite regret in our-
selves, or raise derision in others! Ought not the literature of a free
people to be declamatory! Should it not exhort and animate? If
cold, literal, and passionless, how could it act as the handmaid of im- "
provement! In absolute governments all the political, social, and lit-
erary institutions, are supported by the monarch—here they are ori-
ginated and sustained by public sentiment. In despotisms, it is of
little use to awaken the feelings or warm the imagination of the peo-
ple—here an excited state of both, is indispensable to those popular
movements, by which society is to be advanced. Would you rouse
men to voluntary action, on great public objects, you must make their
fancy and feelings glow under your presentations; you must not mere-
ly carry forward their rea=on, but their desires and their will; the util-
ity and loveliness of every object must be displayed to their admira-
- tion; the temperature of the heart must be raised, and its cold selfish-
ness melted away, as the snows which buried up the fields when

acted on by an April sun; then—like the budding herb which shoots
-up from the soil—good and great acts of patriotism will appear. When-
ever the literature of a new country loses its metaphorical and d
clamatory character, the institutions which depend on public senti-
ment will languish and decline; as the struggling boat is carried back,
by the impetuous waves of the Mississippi; as soon as the propelling
power relaxes. In this region,low pressure engines are found not to
answer—high steam succeeds much better; and, although an orator
may now and then explode and go off in vapour, the majority make -
more productive voyages, than could be performed under the influ-
ence of a temperate heat.

Ninth. For a long time the oration, in various forms, will constis
tute a large portion of our literature. A people who have fresh and
lively feelings, will always relish oratory; and a demand for it will of
course bring asupply. Thus auditors ereate orators, and they, in turn,
increase the number of hearers. In a state of society where an in-
definite number of new associations, political, religious, literary, and
gocial, are to be organized, it is far more effective to assemble men to-
gether and address them, personally, than through the medium of the
press. Ifan excitement can be raised in a few, it spreads sympathet-
ically among the many; and is often followed by immediate results of
greater magnitude, than the pen _cnuld produce in years. Hence, I
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regard the study of oratory as among the most important objects of an
academical and collegiate course; and would earnestly commend it to
your consideration. None of you should assume, that he will never
be called upon to speak in public, and may, therefore, omit the culti-
vation of eloquence. In this country, occasions for doing ‘good by
public speaking come up when little expected; and are not confined
to the learned professions of theplogy and law. The opportunities
and calls are numerous beyond computation; and the variety of objects
8o great, as to extend to every intelligent man in society. Even the
merchant, the mechanie, and the agriculturist, are often placed in sit-
uations where an expression of their opinions, before assembligs of
their own brethren, may be followed by beneficial effects to them-
selves, as well as to those whom they may address. I am so far from
wishing to discourage this practice, that I would promote it by every
argument, as an instrument of social advancement, a method of popu-
lar instruction on specific subjects, and a means of preserving our free
institutions. :
Tenth. The early history, biography, and scenery of the "d"allﬂj‘ of
the Mississippi, will confer on our literature a variety of important
benefits. They furnish new and stirring themes for the historian, the
poet, the novelist, the dramatist, and the orator. They are equally
rich in events and objects for the historical painter. As agreat num-
ber of those who first threaded the lonely and silent labyrinths of our
primitive woods, were men of intelligence, the story of their perils
and exploits, has a dignity which does not belong to the early history
of other nations. We should delight to follow their footsteps and
stand upon the spot where, at night, they lighted up the fire of hicko-
ry bark to frighten off the wolf; where the rattlesnake infused his
deadly poison into the foot of the rash intruder on his ancient domain;
where, in the deep grass, they laid prostrate and breathless, while the
enemy, in Indian file, passed unconsciously on his march. We
should plant willows over the spots once fertilized with their blood;
and the laurel tree where they met the unequal war of déath, and
remained conquerors of the little field.
- From the hero, we should pass to the hero’s wife, the companion of
his toil, and too often the victim of the dangers into which he plunged.
We shall find her great according to the occasion. Contented under
deprivation, and patient through that sickness of the heart, which na-
ture infliets on her who wanders from the home of her fathers; watch-
ful, that her little one should not stray from the cabin door, and be
lostin the dark and savage woods; wild with alarm when the night closed
in, and the wanderer did not return; or frantic with terror, when the
scream of the Indian told the dreadful tale, that he had been made a
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half a mile or more,) and we entertained a faint hope that we might

slip by unperceived. DBut they discovered us when we had got about
mid-way of their fires, and commanded us to come fo. We were
silent, for my father had given strict orders that no one should utter
any sound but that of his rifle; and not that until the Indians should
come within powder-burning distance. They united in a most ter-
rific yell, and rushed to their cafioes, and pursued us. We floated
on in silence—not an oar was pulled. They approached us within
less than a hundred yards, with a seeming determination to board us.
Just at this moment, my mother rose from her seat, collected the axes,
and placed one by the side of each man, where he stood with his gun,
touching him on the knee with the handle of the axe, as she leaned
it up by him against the side of the boat, to let him know it was there,
and retired to her seat, retaining a hatchet for herself. The Indians
continued hovering on our rear, and yelling, for near three miles,
when, awed by the inferences which they drew from our silence,
they relinquished farther pursuit. None but those who have had a
practical acquaintance with Indian warfare, can form a just idea of
the terror which their hideous yelling is calculated to ingpire. I was
then about ten years old, and shall never forget the sensations of that
night; nor can I ever cease to admire the fortitude and composure
displayed by my mother on that trying occasion. We were saved, I

have no doubt, by the judicious system of conduct and defence, which
my father had prescribed to our litile band. We were seven men and
three boys—but nine guns in all. They were more than a hundred.-
My mother, in speaking of it afterwards, in her calm way, said, we
had made a providential escape, for which we ought to feel grateful.”

Although but few years have elapsed since that night of deep and
dismal emotion, the war fires which blazed beneath the white limbs of
the sycamore and gleamed upon the waters, have long since been
superseded by the lights of the quiet and comfortable farm-house; the
gliding bark canoe has been banished by the impetuous steamer; and
the very shore on which the enemy raised their frightful death yell,
has been washed away by the agitated waters! Nowhere, in the
annals of other nations, can we find such matchless contrasts between
two periods but half a century apart. :

In the year 1786, three brothers set out from a wooden fort, in
which some families were intrenched, to hunt on Green river, in the
State of Kentucky. They ascended the river in a canoe for several
miles, when, finding no game, they determined on returning home.
The oldest brother left the canoe, that he m hunt on his way back.
As the other twoslowly floated down the siream, and were at a point
called the little falls, they discovered an Indian skulking towards
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younger, a emall and feeble woman, was burthened with her child,
turned back, in the face of the enemy, they firing and yelling hide-
ously, took the child from its almost exhausted mother, and ran with
it to the fort, a distance of three hundred yards. During the chase
she was twice shot at with rifles, when the enemy were so near that
the powder burnt her, and one arrow passed through her sleeve, but
she escaped uninjured. The young woman who was wounded, al-
most reached the place of safety, when she sunk, and her pursuer,
who had the hardihood to attempt to sealp her, was killed by a bullet
from the fort.

I shall not anticipate your future researches into our early history,
by narrating other incidents; but commend the whole subject te
your keeping, and hope tosee you emulate each other in its ‘cultiva-
tion. You will find it a rich and exhaustless field of facts and events,
illustrating the emotions of fear and courage, patience and fortitude,
joy and sorrow, hope, despair, and revenge; disclosing the resources
of civilized man, when eut off from his brethren, destitute of the com-
forts of life, deficient in sustenance, and encompassed around with
dangers, against which he must invent the means of defence or
speedily perish; finally, exhibiting the comparative activity, hardi-
hood, and cunning, of two distinet races, the most opposite in man-
ners, and customs, and arts, arrayed against each other, and, with
their respective weapons of death, contending for the possession of
the same wilderness. #3

Eleventh. Our literature cannot fail to be patriotie, and its patriot-
ism will be American—composed of a love of country, mingled with
an admiration for our political institutions. The slave, whose very
mind has passed under the yoke, and the senseless ox, whom he
goads onward in the farrow, are attached to the spot of their animal
companionship, and may even fight for the cabin and the field where
they came into existence; but this affection, considered as an ingre-
dient of patriotism, although the most universal, is the lowest; and to
rise into a4 virtue, it must be discrriminating and comprehensive, in-
volving a varied association of ideas, and embracing the beautiful of
the natural and moral world, as they- appear around us. To feel in
his heart, and infuse into his wri tings, the inspiration of such a pa-
triotism, the scholar must feast his taste on the delicacies of our sce-
nery, and dwell with enthusiasm on the genius of our constitution
and laws. Thus sanctified in its character, this sentiment becomes a
principle of moral and intellectual dignity—an element of fire, purify-
ing and subliming the mass in which it glows. As a guiding star to
the will, its light is inferior only to that of Christianity. Heraic in its
: philanthropy, untiring in its enterprises, and sublime in the martyr-
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ests; if a husbandman, he holds companionship with the growing
corn, as the offspring of his native soil; if a legislator, his dreams are
filled with sights of national prosperity, to flow from his beneficent

_ enactments; if a scholar, devoted to the interests of literature, in his
lone and excited hours of midnight study, while the winds are hush-
ed,andall animated naturesleeps, when the silence isso profound, that
the stroke of his own pen grates, loud and harsh, upon his ear, and fan-
ey, from the great deep of his luminous intellect, draws up new forms
of smiling beauty and solemn grandeur; the genius of his country
hovers nigh, and sheds over his pages an essence of patriotism, as
sweet as the honey-dew which the summer night distils upon the
leaves of our forest trees.

Young Gentlemen: I have directed your attention to some of the
eircumstances that will exert an influence on the character of our lit-
erature. It is for you and your tontemporaries to recognize others,
and so control and animate the action of the whole, as to bring out re-
gults in harmony with the nature that surrounds you. To do this, suc-
cessfully, you must study that nature, and comprehend its tempera-
ment. With the elements of learning and science, conferred by your
honored alma mater, you should go forth, and make acquaintance with
the aspeets, productions, and people of your native land. Few of
you can travel in foreign countries, but all may explore their own;
and I do not hesitate to say, that the latter confers greater benefits
than the former; though both should be enjoyed by those who possess
the means. Butto render travelling beneficial, it must not be per-
formed in steamboats and rail-road cars, darting with the flight of the
wild pigeon before the north wind, and cutting through whole states
in the darkness of a single night. Thus borne impetuosly onward,
you see only the great commercial points, which, from their constant
intercourse, become so assimilated, as to afford but litile variety. The
diversilies in aspect and productions; in natural euriosities; in works
of art, both elegant and useful; in public improvements and resources;

-*m political, literary, social, and religious establishments, and in per-
ﬁnal and national character, the study of which should be the chief
eﬁ of travel, are found in p]ﬂ.ﬂEE remote from the commercial high-

ways of the nation, not less than in those which lie upon them; and
can only be seen and studied by him who departs from the beaten track,
and views every spot with the eye of a curious and disciplined ob-
server. The copious stores of knowledge, and the vigor of intellect,
which may thus be acquired, are not the only advantages which trav-
elling in your own country can yield; for it will confirm your native
tastes and feelings, preserve your love of home, and strengthen your
nationality—eo often impaired by premature or protracted residence
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choice will be approv’d by the audience I address, and by the Society
whose voice has conferd on me the privilege of hnnorfng their anni-
versary by such a selection. The subject, then, which invites your
attention, is—“A Comparison of the Elements and Dutys of Grecian
and American Eloquence.” I have not mentiond Roman Elogquence;
because it is unquestionably inferior to that of Greece, in the noblest
constituents of oratory: and besides, Greece presents richer and more
various topics, and breathes more of the nature and spirit of free in-
stitutions. May I be excused for the apparent presumption of such

a selection. I am not insensible to the magnitude and difficulty of -

the task; but I trust that the deficiencys of the scholar may be aton’d
for by the zeal and lov’ of the patriot. I feel that the subject I hav
chosen, belongs to the holy department of duty to my country, and is
linkd, as by the bonds of fate, with her destiny, influence, and glory,
thro’ many a century yet to come. O! my country, thou richest gift
of God to man, pre-eminent in the institutions which honer heaven,
and bless mankind, light and hope of the nations,

¥ may thy renewn
Bum in my heart, and give to thought and word, -
Th aspiring and the radiant hue of fire.”

Samor, B. 1, p. 10,

The natural order of our subject leads us’ to consider first, the ingre-
dients and dutys of Grecian Ofatory, and next, the elements and ob-
ligations of American Eloquence. This second division -will afford
us the opportunity of making that comparison, which is a chief object
of this address. How amply shall I be rewarded by the reflection,
thiat I shall hav opend to the youthful students of eloquence among m
countrymen, more animating views of their resources, a higher esti-
mate of their dutys, and a prospect more glorious than patriot of an-
cient or modern times ever beheld, down the vista of future ages.

I hav assum’d as undoubted, the perfect equality of the modern to
the ancient, in the intelectual powers of the mind, the moral qualitys
of the soul, and the afections of the heart. In the orator lhimself,
these are obviously the instruments with which he is to work: and in
the particular persons whom he addresses, they are, as it were, the
very chords of the lyre of eloquence. These advantages are common
both to the ancient and modern spedker; altho” the latter has this priv-
ilege, beyond the former, that the moral qualitys of the soul and the
afections of the heart hav been carryd to a degree of cultivation, far
exceeding their state among the ancients; whilst, at the same time, a
greater variety of human character offers itself, for the ﬁg‘ldj of the

modern, than the ancient ever beheld. It will be a prineipal object
- " ;

L
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Let us now proceed-to consider the elements of Grecian Eloquence.
The orator of Athens, endowd, like his modern rival, with intelect,
moral sense and feeling, sought for the materials of his art, in the reli-
gious, political, and civil institutions of his country; in the state of
society; inthe actual condition of philesophy, literature, and general
knowlege; in the history of his own and other states; in the biogra-
phy of distinguishd men, both at home and abroad, and in the rela-
tions of his own to other countrys, :

The first of these ingredients is religion. Whatever may be thought
of the merits of Grecian mythology, as materials for poetry, it is man-
ifest that it furnishes very inferior elements to the orator. Asa sys-
tem, if system such a mass of the absurd and the immoral, of folly and
indecency, can be called, it has nothing to do with the understanding,
or the heart, or the conscience. It is a scheme, as complete as ever
was devis'd to brutalize the heart, darken the conscience, and de-
grade the mind. Its only hold on popular opinion was-that of preju-
dice, and superstition. Its only claim on the highly educated was
deriv’d from the fact that it was a nafional institution; but over them
it exercised no salutary influence. It must hav degraded in their eys
even the imperfect conceptions of the character and attributes of God,
deriv’d from the light of nature. I envy not the Grecian orator such
materials. Ly B

The civil and political institutions of the country were another
source, whence Athenian eloguence drew its elements. Undoubt-
edly we do not understand the structure and administration of ancient
governments as well as our own: and the great deficiency of the clas-
sic historians, in the political philosophy of government, and the
broader and deeper philosophy of society, has contributed not a little’
to enhance the difficulty. Still, the enlightened common sense of ev-
ry American rejects the civil and political institutions of Athens; be-
cause he beholds in her history countless proofs of the irregularity and
insufficiency of their action. The chief element to be found in them,
fitted to afect the orator, was developd in the wild licentiousness of
their democracy, equaly unprincipled, degrading, and violent; equaly
marked by insolence, tyrany, and ingratitude. Shall we envy such
an element of Athenian eloguence? .

The state of sociery in Ancient Greece musthave exercis’d alarge
influence over the orator. - Yet who would desire to place American
eloquence under the dominion of such a state of things? unless he
could prevail on nimself to adopt a system in which children were
considered as the property of gods, cruel, unjust, and licentious, or
the property of their country chiefly for the purposes of war; while
woman was regarded as a prisoner for life, if not as a slave; and her
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write the whole of ancient history in such a suceession. There ean be no
stronger proof how unworthy national annals are of the name of histo-
ry, when nearly the whole history of a people is found in the lives of a series
of warriors. Is not history in such a case the degraded slave of bio-
graphy? So far as the political biography of Greece was known, and
it was, as we hav seen, coextensiv with her history, we cannot doubt
that it must hav exercis’d a large influence over ancient elogquence.
But then it was the influence, with few exceptions, of the proud and
selfish, of the ambitious, turbulent, and vindictiv, of the warrior and
conqueror. Divested of the poetic drapery which classic literature,
and our imaginations hav east around them, the great men of Greece
are not superior, in the elements of magnanimity, truth, and justice;
of patriotism, sagacity, valor, and fortitude, to the North American In-
dian, I feel that I do not degrade Athenian and Spartan chiefs by
the comparison. I only elevate the Indian character to its true level.
How little reason the modern orator has to envy such resources, must
be known to all, who are acquainted, to name no other, with the sin-
gle history of the Saracens.

The relations of his own to other countrys were very limited and
imperfect. . It must have been so, when we consider that the Gre-
cian states never had any relations with Carthage, and none with the
Romans, of any consequence, till they became Roman provinees. It
was the same with the countrys in Asia, as to which nearly all their
relations arose out of selfish and ambitious wars. - Let it be rememberd,
also, that commerce and navigation were confin’d almost exclusivly
to the Mediteranean, and indeed, as far as Greece was concerned, to
the Sicilian, Ionian, and Egean seas, and to the Levant. Certainly
the influences deriv’d from such imperfect and narrow foreign rela-
tions, could not hav much enlarged the soul or fir’d the genius of an-
cient elogquence. 2

Such are the chief materials with which the Grecian orator had to
work: and any one tolerably acquainted wuh the modern world must
acknowledge, even without a formal mmpansun, that they are great-
1y inferior to the correspondent elements possessed by the modern or-
ator. How, then, shall I be askd, has it come to pass, that, in the
general estimation of the moderns themselves, he is inferiorto the an-
cient speaker? T accept the suggestion, for the purpos of giving the
conclusiv reply; a reply which demonstrates, beyond controversy,
that if the modern be inferior to the ancient, he has only to imitate the
example of the ancient, and he shall ascend the hights of eloquence
as far above Athenian oratory, asthe summits of the Andes trans-
cend the Pindus, and Ossa, and Olympus of elassic regions.

And what is the secret of ancient eloquence? It is to be found






236 MI. GRIMEE'S ORATION.

ed up from infancy to the pure, undivided, unceasing inflience of
British and American institutions. .On the contrary, the ptime of life,

for the aequisition of knowlege and the formation of character, is

passd in breathing the spirit of Greek and Roman institutions, and in

familiarizing the mind and heart with the principles and sentiments
of ancient states of society. The genius of Christianity and of the pe-
culiar political institutions of England and America form, during all

this time, scarcely any part of his education. Hence, the young man,

if he has been faithful to his classical studys, actually knows more, so

far as depend on the school and college, of Greek and Roman than of
English or American history, biography, and literature. As far as
depends on his public education, he is better fitted to be a Roman or
Athenian citizen, than a British subject or an American ecitizen. I
do not believ that I state these views too strongly, confining my re-
marks simply to the system of public education. Shall the time never
come, when the American shall no lenger be bound an apprentice in
boyhood, and youth, and early manhood, to the spirit of institutions
breathing only war and carnage, ambition and selfishness, and all the
caprice, ingratitude and insolence of popular licentiousness! When
shall the genius of American institutions, hitherto deny’d both the du-
ty and authority of a parent, be admitted to the sacred, the precious
office of folding his children to his bosom, and of filling them with his

ownspiritoflife, and light, and love? ‘When shall that geniug, mighty to
“bless and to save thosechildren, rescue them from that bondage to an-
cient, foreign, pagan, licentious institutions, and publish to the world,
THAT NOBLEST DECLARATION oOF AMERICAN INDEPENDENCE. Let but that
geniusarise and proclaim the glad tidings of Christian, American liberty
in every school-house, academy, and college throughout the land,
and the children of that day shall produce an order of eloquence more
vigorous and comprehensijv, richer, purer, and more dignify’d, than
Athenian, or even a modern audience has ever heard. Then shall
the voice of a truly national eloquence, instinet with the life of Chris-

tian and American institutions, be listend to in the halls of legislation -

and popular assemblys, from the pulpit and in courts of justice. That
spirit, the essence of Christian and American institutions, shall fill the
soul of the orator with heér glorious presence, revealed in the power,
and purity, and majesty of his thoughts.

é¢She clothes him with authority and awe,

Speaks from his lips, and in his looks gives law :

His speech, his form, his action full of grace,

And all his country beaming in s face.”

Couper, p. 23, Table Talk.

We have thus considerd the reasons why ancient eloquence must hav
attaind a high degree of perfection; and we hav explaind the causes

-
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of the aleged inferiority of the modern. Let us now pass on to the
Elements of American Eloquence: comparing them, in our progress,

with those of Athenian oratory.
Doubtless you all anticipate that I should name, as first in power

and value, the Christian Religion, with the Old and New Testaments
as text-books. The mountaineer enjoys firmer health, and more elas-
tic spirits than the lowlander; because he breathes a purer air, whilst
all the powers of his physical system are called to more vigoreus, con-
stant action. Such is Christianity compar’d to the mythology of
Greece. Will it not be granted, that the more sublime, comprehen-
siv and enduring a religion is, the more it must be fitted to elevate,
expand, and invigorate the soul of the orator? The more a religion is
pure, holy, beautiful, tender, the better must it be suited to draw out
of the depths of the heart, all the sweetness, lov’, and pathos, which
inhabit there. The more it chalenges the serutiny of all our mental
powers, and the more it leads us onward, from hight to hight, in end-
less succession, the more it must be calculated to breathe into the
soul a masculin energy of thought, a fearless lov® of independence,
and a spirit of investigation, never to be intimidated or subdued. How
eminently is the religion of the Bible intelectual, spiritual, lov’ly, pa-
thetic! How eloquent in its views of life, and death, and eternity!
How transcendently eloquent, when it speaks of the character and
attributes of Jehovah; of the adorable and spotless Lamb of God; of the
ruin and redemption of man; of the spirits of just men made perfect;
of the inumerable company of angels; and of a new heaven and a
new earth! Who will not acknowledge, that the Institutes of Moses
contain more consumate wisdom, more admirable common sense,
than all the legislators and political writers of ancient Greece aford?
Who will not grant, that in the book of Job alone, there is more of the
moral and intelectual sublime, more of purifying, elevating sentiment,
than in the whole body of Greeian poetry? And who will venture to
deny, that in the single gospel of John, religion is exhibited with a
power, depth, beanty, and persuasivness, such as the concenterd es-
sence of all the moral philosophy of Greece and Rome can never ap-
proach? ' S

‘In contemplating this element of American eloquence, we cannot
but remark, that the whole body of Grecian literature seems, as it
were, a beacon provided by our Creator to teach us how utterly insuf-
ficient the light of nature is, to purify and enoble the soul, even with
the aid of profound intelect, splendid genius, and accomplishd taste.
Does it not seem as tho' Greece was ordaind, with all the advantages
of an insulated position; of a charming climate; of sublime and beau-

31
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tiful scenery; of a mythology with much of the grand and the fair;
and of institutions comparativly free, to demonstrate how far the liter-
ature even of such a people must be inferior to a literature descended
from heaven! And what a striking proof of the divinity of the Serip-
tures is afforded by the fact that such a people as the Jews, such a
land as Canaan, so inferior, in natural advantages, to the Greeks and
their country, should hav produced, in the Old Testament, a body of
political and theological institutes, of historical, poetical, and moral
literature, far beyond all that had been accomplishd by Greece. ler
literature is perfectly explicable by a reference to her history. He-
brew literature, on the contrary, if regarded as human, is an utterly
inexplicable phenomenon, in the history of the human race.

It is this literature, with the Christian Testament, that we desire to
hav laid, not merely as the corner stone, but as the entire foundation
of American Eloguence. On this basis stand our civil and politieal,
and all our literary, benevolent, and social institutions. So far as
they breathe a Christian spirit, they are worthy of the Rock of Ages on
which they rest: so far as they are unworthy, they must and will be
reformd. Now, what is the spirit of the civil and political institutions
of America! Is it not free, magnanimous,and wise, frank and cour-
teous, generous and just, in a degree far surpassing that of ancient
Greece? Who would suffer, much less institute, a comparison between
our national government and the council of Amphyction? or between
our state systems, and the compound of monarchy, aristocracy, and
democracy, to be found in the Grecian states? If the Athenian orator
was kindled by the contemplation of that council, and of those states,
how much more must the American orator be animated and strength-
end by the study of the corresponding institutions of these United
States! As fountains of noble thoughts, and high aspirations after
public power, duty, and happiness, far beyond the triumphs of anti-
quity, who does not look with a virtuous pride, with grateful exulta-
tion, on the senate of the United States, on the chamber of national
representatives, and on the supreme court of the United States? If
the system of the Grecian exceld that of other ancient states, in its
fitness to develop intelectual and moral freedom and power, who will
not acknowlege, in the eivil and political institutes of our country, a
far superior capacity for the same ends! What is there in the con-
stitution or administration of the Greek governments, that can fill the
soul of a freeman with such a sense of his own dignity, power, and
duty, as our written constitutions, the jury system, and the laws of
evidence, the scheme of representation, the responsibility of rulers,
and the independence of the judiciary? And what, in the most glo-
rious age of Greece, was comparable to the present position of our
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country?! so august, magnanimous, and benevolent, in the eyes of
the world: and to the prospect before us, not of selfishness, ambition,
and violence, at home and abroad; but of harmony, virtue, and wis-
dom at home; abroad, of duty, usefulness, and lov® to all the nations
fo the earth,

The literary institutions of our country are, as yet, but an embryo,
in comparison of what they must become, to be worthy of, and suitable
to the nation. We cannot but observ how the struggle to maintain,
in all our seminarys, a foreign and pagan influence, against the right-
fuldominion of Christian and American institutions, is leading a mul-
titude to think, who never thought before of the subject, and is grad-
ually producing salutary changes. This great controversy, which
may be considered as just begun, is itself a rich source of the noblest
thoughts which belong to the department of duty to God, of useful-
nees to our country, and of benevolence to all mankind., How com-
pr]ehensiv, how solemn is the position, ¢ THE WHOLE sYsTEM oF Epu-
CATION 19 DESTIND TO UNDERGO AN AMERICAN REVOLUTION, IN A HIGHER
AND HOLIER SENSE OF THE TERM THAN THAT OF ’76, BY THE SUBSTITUTION
OF A COMPLETE CHRISTIAN AMERICAN EDUCATION, FOR THE STRANGE AND

ANOMALOUS COMPOUND OF THE SPIRIT OF ANCIENT, FOREIGN, HEATHEN

STATES OF SOCIETY, WITH THE GENIUS OF MODERN, AMERICAN, CHRISTIAN
INSTITUTIONS. "

Can we pass unnotic’d the benevolent institutions of our country!
Who is net proud that Christian America exhibits such a vast and
complicated system of charitable operations calculated to exert on so-
ciety a generativ influence, far more powerful, pure, and virtuous,
than the combin’d action of all the ancient systems? If the develop-

ment of a power to enlighten and direct the consecience, to soften and
purify the afections, to banish vice and erime, to establish peace, jus-

‘tice, and concord, be adapted to fill the soul with sublime thoughts,

with generous sentiments, with lov’ly feelings, who will deny that
our system of benevolent enterprise is a fountain of the richest and
noblest eloquence? I should rejoice to see that system become, as it
one day must, a department of all education; for who, in a ‘Christian
land, is absolvd from the obligation of aiding, with his voice and" his
pen, his wealth, influence, and example, the cause of Christian enter-
prise, in all its forms? Fix the eye, with the intensness of an eagle’s
gaze, on ancient Greece, and what can you discover there, compara-
ble in the magnitude of its objects, and the benevolence of its prinei-
ples, in usefulness, durability, and comprehensivness, to the Great
Cause, whose circle, co-extensiv with the world, embraces the Bible
and Tract, Missionarys and Sundav-schools, Temperance, Education,
and Peace. From such fountains, what melody of pure and bright
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The next element of American Eloquence is to be found in the
actudl condition of philosophy, literature, and general knowlege.
Shall I be told that modern literature is of little value to the orator; and
that the elements of classic literature are all sufficient! Such an
answer may well be given by schools and colleges, since they exclude
the whole of modern literature from education. But, to say nothing
of its extraordinary merits, let us only consider in how many import-
ant features it differs from the ancient, and we shall at once acknow-
lege it to be more important; because its distinctive features are de-
riv'd from our modern, not from our ancient state of society. The
total banishment of mythological machinery, and the substitution
either of Christianity, or of the conflict and triumph of the human
passions, has wrought a great change. The natural machinery of
the passions appears to hav been so little understood by the ancients
that the novels of Scott exhibit a greater and more splendid variety
than all the classic poets. Can it be deny’d that such poets must |
barren, in the materials of eloquence, in comparison with mod
writers of fiction? And what a mighty change has been accomplishd
by the adoption of the characters, sentiments, and manners of the age
of chivalry; instead of the coarse and insolent, the self-sufficient and
inhuman, the half savage and half barbarian heroism of the [liad and
MEnied. Who would not blush to compare the Godfrey, Tancred,
and Rinaldo of Tasso, with the Agamemnon, Achilles, and Ajax of
Homer? or the Rogero and Zerbino, the Bradamant and Marphisa of
Ariosto, with the Zneas, Pallas, and Camilla of Virgil? Who, as he
travels with the speed of joy itself, along the spirit-stirring lines of
Ariosto? Who, as he moves along the graceful and majestic verse of
Tﬂﬂﬂﬂ, Tiad

"

i to the Dorian mood
Of flutes and soft recorders, .
Par. Lost, B. 1, v. 550.

does not acknowledge in them a power, far beyond t;he epics of Greece
and Rome to fill the soul with august and generous thoughts! Can
we be insensible to the vast accumulation of literary wealth, deriv’d
from the wonderful variety which modern authors command? The
want of diversity in character, afforded by the ancient states of society,
is one of the defects of their literature. There is, for example, a
greater variety of character in the Orlando Furioso than in all the epics
of antiquity: and the same is true of Shakspeare, in relation to the
classic dramatists.

To say nothing of the classie periods of Greece and Rome
to modern writers, what an endless diversity of characte










244 MR, GRIMEE'S ORATION.

cis 1st, Charles 51h, and Elizabeth; with the age of the Reformation,
the thirty years’ war, the history of the Hugonots, the Puritans, and
the Batavian republic; with the period of Louis 14th and Queen Ann,
of Peter the Great and Charles 12th, of Frederie the Great and Cath-
arine the 2d; of the British, American, and French revolutions of 1688,
1776, and 1789, and the war of Infidelity against Christianity. We
ask then, with a just pride and a triumphant confidence, what hav
the ancient historians, comparable to all this, in value, dignity, and
variety; and in all that depth of interest, which is kindled in our
souls, by the contemplation of this magnificent and striking panora-
ma?! Even in that ever-shiiftng, splendid, and marvelous scenery,
which constitutes the romance of history, not only in the lives of indi-
viduals, but in the fortunes of armys and nations, modern history from
the greater variety of its elements, both national and personal, far ex-"
cels the narrativs of Greece and Rome.

The same remarks apply to biography; with the addition still far-
ther in favor of the modern, that an entire department has been ad-
ded, of immense value and unrivald interest. I refer to the lives of
the great Christian Reformers, of eminent missionarys, and of women
equaly ilustrious, by their virtues, and the cultivation of their minds.
What paralel can be found in antiquity for the lives of Luther, and
Calvin, and Knox, of Zuinglius, Melanethon, and Wesley; of Eliot,
Martyn, Schwartz, and Las Cases; of Guyon, Grey, De Stael, Carter,
and Moore? And are not such a history and biography, as the mo-
dern world afords pre-eminently fitted to exercise more commanding
influence over the soul of the orator, than all the historians and bi-
ographers of classic ages? Independently of the greater importance
of modern history and biography, (because our own state of society,
and government, and all our relations, at home and abroad, are so di-
rectly founded on them,) they furnish materials for eloquence of a
higher order, than the ancients. Let the American orator be well ac-
quainted with ancient history, as a department of general knowlege; but
let him be profoundly versd in modern history, and especialy in the his-
tory of his own country, as an indispensable branch of his education.
Indeed, until our colonial and national history and biography shall be
brought to bear on the minds and hearts of youth, we cannot expect
our young men to understand the value, character, and cost of our li-
berty and independence.

The relations of his own with other countrys are a rich fund of in-
formation to the orator. How few, how narrow, how unimportant,
were the relations of the ancient states, compar’d to those of our own
country and of modern Europe! Rightly considered, how full of a
sublime and pathetic interest are these! Are not the relations of mil-
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to his opportunitys and ability, to strengthen, extend, and honor a
religion conspicuous for holiness and beauty, purity and usefulness,
the religion of glory to God, of peace on earth, and good will towards
men; the religion, at once, of the soul, the mind, and the heart. Be
it his duty to recomend and scatter evry where, the Bible, as a more
glorious monument of the character and attributes of God than the
starry heavens, with all the marvelous discoveries of modern astrono-
my. Be it his duty to recomend it as more sublime and pure in its
philosophy, more grave, dignify’d, and faithful in its history, more
commanding and touching in its eloquence, more august, rich, and
lov’ly in its poetry, than the whole body of classic records. BEe it his
duty to promote its influence, as essentially, indissolubly the rsligion
of order and peace, of brotherly lov’, and of mutuality in kind offices;
of all the highest, holyest charitys of life; and of all the nameless,
countless beautys which flow from the politeness of Christian benev-
olence. Be it his duty to honor and advance it as indeed, pre-emi-
nently, Tue Reviciox or THE ProrLE.

The next great class of dutys for the American Orator is, in some
branches, identical with the preceding. I refer to the obligations un-
der which he lies to all those associations, religious, benevolent, and
literary, which exist, by thousands, evry where in our land. A man
must be unconscious of the sights and sounds of the ever-moving,
ever-speaking world around him, if he does not see in the giant
strength, comprehensiv action, and endless ramifications of this NEw
social system, a power, till within a few years, unknown in the history
of man. "Whodoes not at once behold in them a strikinfg, simple ilus-
tration of the difference between society and government, the institu-
tions of society and those of government, the self-administration of so-
ciety and the administration of government! Who does not see the
immense value of this scheme of social labor, encouragement, and in-
fluence among many others, in one important particular? It is doing
for the people, and enabling the people to do for themselves, what
government never can do for them. It is scattering religious, moral,
literary, humane influence every where. Itis rendering the people
more intelligent, thoughtful, and discreet. It is educating them more
and more for self-government and the government of others, thro’ the
representativ principle which pervades the whole scheme. It is thus
accomplishing the great object of a Christian republican system, the
voluntary obedience of the people to their own government and
rulers; thus dispensing, more and more, with power in the hands of
rulers, and with expense in the administration of governmenment.
Who does not, then, behold, in this new-ereated social system, a
broader, deeper, more solid foundation for government, than any
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flexible fidelity, freedom of conscience, against the usurpations both
of church and state; against the intolerance of an establishd religion,
and the test oaths of party power. Be it equaly his duty to strength-
en and enlarge the foundations already laid for universal education,
and to watch evry favorable opportunity to recomend it with the pow-
er of argument and the fascinations of eloguence.

What an ilustrious afecting duty was assignd to Spanish chivalry
when Christian knights, from the camp of the besiegers, came to vin-
dicate in arms, the honor and inocence of the Queen of Granada.
And what an office, not less glorious and touching, is allotted to Amer-
ican Eloquence! when the genius of Christianity, and the spirit of
all our institutions call forth the orator as the admirer, guardian, cham-
pion of woman. Let him reverence and honor her with a truth and
devotion wiser and purer than that which distinguishd the agze of
knight-errantry. Let him enable her, by a more enlightend educa-
tion, both of the mind and heart, to keep up with the progress of so-
ciety in knowledge and virtue. Let him labor zealously and steadily
for the promotion of her usefulness, in the domestic and social cirele;
to prepare her by these means for the oniy influence which she is fit-
ted by nature, and calld by duty, to exert on society, the purifying,
deep, enlarged influence of the matron and virgin. Lastly, let him
vindicate her from the unjust and ungenerous reflections that hav
been cast upon the powers of her understanding and the qualities of
her character. Be this the duty of American Eloquence; and assured-
ly, never orator of the ancient or modern world had a theme so full
of dignity, pathos, and beauty. It seems almost needless to com-
pare these various classes of duty in the orator of our country with
those of the orator of antiquity. - There we shall find scarcely a para-
lel; or if it be discoverd, we shall not fail to recognize an imperfect
counterpart of those which I hav calld purely popular, as distinguish-
- ed from political dutye.

One theme of duty still remains, and I hav plac’d it alone: because
of its peculiar dignity, sacredness, and importance. NeedI tell you
that I speak of the union of the states? Let the Ameriean orator dis-
charge all other dutys but this, if indeed it be notimpossible, with
the energy and eloquence of John Rutledge, and the disinterested
fidelity of Robert Morrls, yet shall he be counted a traitor, if he at-
tempt to dissolv the union. His name, ilustrious as it may hav been,
shall then be gibbeted on evry hill-top throughout the land, a monu-
ment of his crime and punishment, and of the shame and grief of his
country. If indeed he believ, and doubtless there may be such, that
wisdom demands the dissolution of the union, that the south should
be severd from the north, the west be independent of the east, let
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litically, we are all free and all equal. Socially, our claims being fairly
heard are equitably graduated; and the accident of birth or fortune is
not paramount. Virtuous talent is the potent of universal superiority,
and *‘all the blood of all the Howards’® would not purchase one vie-
tor’s crown. All adverse influence thus removed, a man of merit has
but to aspire to a career blending honor and eminence, and the exe-
cution of his wishes depends almost entirely on a vigorous application
of his resources. For this whole posture of things, when we regard
it intrinsically, or by comparison, there should be no limit to the fer-
vor of our thanks. With a government and a people whose genius is
s0 propitious to every rational effort, the proud wear lions’ hearts, and
the powerful put forth their utmost strength, in all the paths of glory.
By their united protection and encouragement, even youth. is not
without its tender laurels. As the immense oak stretches its equal
arms over allits descendants, already do we behold the guardian sha-
dow of our glorious Union sheltering thousands of rising candidates
for reputation. In every walk of life, individual independence and
social emulation are seen extending their pervading, and important,
and familiar influence for good. Men look less than heretofore and
elsewhere to effeminate pastimes, and more to the accumulation of
knowledge and respectability, whose value is appreciated by the
wholesome habits of the country, and nurtured by a correspondent
legislation. : :

The world, too, at large, seems to be awakening from a deep sleep,
which has entranced it for ages. : ;

Looking beyond the limits of our own territory and institutions,
however, there is much to encourage the man who keeps pace with
human improvement. The mind is waking from what I hope is the
last of the deep €leeps and iron bondage which have imprisoned its
faculties for centuries. Practical usefulness and actual power are
becoming every day more the objects of effort; and the age of the
visionary following the a:ge of chivalry, is going by over the civilized
world. Ttis signified by a multitude of those witnesses which mark
mortal changes, that we are to be blessed throughout the world with
an era when the intellect shall wield the strength which Ajax had, in
the midst of that light which Ajax was denied. All hail! the day
when harmless, unprofitable men, who muse apart, shall meet with
none of the encouragement from applause or veneration-which they
once reaped abundantly. When all the educated shall advance upon
the line of usefulness, with competition as free as the veiwless wind,

and unlimited their recompense of reward. When neither the yoke .

of bigotry, nor the blight of censorship, shall paralyze the brain.
When brethren shall emulate each other; the fountains of the social
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and months, and years, says all eminent biography, may pass over the
unhonored head of the finally fortunate, and yet nothing appear in the
horizon but clouds—brambles cover the earth instead of bays—still,
in an hour when he thinks not of it, he shall be greeted by the sun,
and be crowned with the evergreen. The man who is faithful to
duty, and stern in its discharge, though all report is beyond the reach
of malice, and fortified against accident, as far as the first can be ex-
erted by the base, or the other overtake the unfortunate. I revert to
these considerations, I dwell on them, because I know the eagerness
of the young to press forward in their career of ambitious usefulness,
and their natural impatienee at finding themselves impeded by the
difficulties of the way and the unfairness of competitors, as well as
the blindness and apathy of the community. [ know that the heart
sickens, and the spirit faints, from promise broken, wrong suffered,
and hope deferred, and that, from this prostration of pain and disap-
pointment, the transition is natural to rage, outlawry, and shame,
unless the mind is persuaded to conquer by bearing its fate. For that
purpose do I repeat the conviction that the end will justify every
mean save dishonor, it will remunerate every sacrifice except the
loss of integrity.

Whether your probation is to be long or short, gentlemen, let me
urge you to its most thorough improvement, by the acquisition of
knowledge, in its extended signification. An illustrious scholar has
said, that knowledge consists in what we derive from books, and
from the living world around us. His definition, however, does not
comprehend the whole subject. It certainly contains no sufficient
recognition of that noble quality which so distinguishes the human
intellect, and without which our minds would be only curious muse-
ums instead of being what they are, stupendous laboratories: I mean
the faculty of reflection. Books and men may furnish us facts and
impressions, but the material is increased, takes practical shapes, at-
tains higher value, and purifies itself, in that mental alembic. Above
all things, then, cultivate habits of clo=e reflection, of which reason,
judgment, abstraction, attention, and memory, are the companions;
and even if their prosecution should demand a limited disuse of libra-
ries, submit to the hardship. The attribute of voluntary thought,
without the aid of books, or the stimulus of external influence, is a
characteristic of the greatest minds. I[tis one of the most difficult
and exalted of human capabilities. The common-place intellect is
totally impotent to bear the heavy taxation of its faculties demanded
by it. It isa spontaneous energy unknown to ordinary natures. But
it cannot attain its stature with the indolent. It proceeds from an
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industrious application of the finest natural parts. The great major-
ity of men dissipate €0 much time and talent in barren reading that
they become at last disabled for mental exertion of any kind without
the help of ““aids to reflection.” These the trained understanding
scarcely wants in its most severe exertion. It works out difficulties
by its own unassisted strength, and would not deign to call even upon
Hercules. It is thorough, self-poised, and admirable, in every opera-
tion, compelling all its faculties to act, persevering in its labor, and
attaining the most remote and splendid results. Metaphysical opera-
tions and phenomena are themes not less attractive than profitable,
and the investigation of them is pursued with intensity instead of
negligence, that bane of ordinary pursuits. We are apt to read for
amusement, and to read sluggishly, but we do not explore ourselves
inertly. I coincide in the sentiment that the best, the most interest=
ing study of mankind is man, a lesson hard to learn, but which good
natural sense will enable any one to understand; and a lesson worth
learning—for where, but in expatiating among our own powers, can
we realize the whole truth and error—the beauty and deformity of
that study, fundamental to all others, the study of human nature?

Acquire also the public and domestic history of every former age,
that study which is ““admonition teaching by example.”” Compare its
eras, scrutinize its testimony, and ponder upon its narrative. Dis-
criminate among its heroes, and gather from its archives, stores of
truth and philosophy for the contingencies of your own times. This
is a manly recreation, and an imperative duty of the citizen. Con-
sider it one of the most important. It is a stigma upon an American
to be ignorant of the annals, and resources, and politics of his own
magnificent country. He should make himself acquainted with her
people, ascertain his own attitude and importance in regard to her
leading interests, and saturate himself with the knowledge and the
love of her noble institutions. He may, then, well obey the voice of
patriotism, which bids him protect her from secret evil or bold inva-
sion, and will be as proud to serve her in the wildest as in the calm-
est hour of her fortunes.

There are two exercises of the faculties, gentlemen. which more
perfect the intellect of 2 man of the world, fix his information, and
enable him to communicate it advantageously, than all others, to
which I would earnestly call your attention—composition and oratory.
Well regulated schools always initiate their pupils into the rudiments
of both, and at the University they are branches upon which much
labor is bestowed, as well by the college government as its invaluable
aids, the literary societies. Never be satisfied, gentlemen, with your
proficiency in either, constantly strive to outdo yourselves, and the
effort will succeed in a proportion almost geometrical.
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dor, but education is only beginning to improve her bounty: may it
not be long till the cabinet of the Republic shall be the richest in the
world!

I cannot be contented, gentlemen, till I have given you some ad-
ditional words of advice, helping you to meet, every day, questions
of conduct without hesitation. I am sorry time permits me only to
speak in apothegms.

Exercise towards all men the utmost kindness of thought and deed,
putting favorable constructions on their conduct, and holding up to
them constantly the idea that you mean them well. Make the hap-
piness of others a large portion of your own, and do nothing to mar
it wantonly, even in jest, as slight injustice is cruelty, and sometimes
plants an irradicable resentment. I would not have you corrupted in
the minutest measure, by the promotion of such a habit. Never be
guilty of unworthy evasion, never equivocate to attain any object
whatever: to temporize with the vices, or countenance the follies of
any man, is being accessary ‘o your own disgrace; todo itonce is a proof
of infirm judgment or morals, to repeat it is to suffer degradation, Be
grateful without flattery, polite without affectation, cheerful without
levity, and free without impertinence. Be humble but not poor spir-
ited, sincere but not offensive, modest but not timorous, resolute but
not presumptuous. Affix no ideas of excellence to parade and fash-
ion, but, as to all others, be gentle toward those who are foelishly de-
voted to them. The real gentleman has no ungenerous partialities,
and no capricious dislikes, butis as benevolent of heart and liberal in
sentiment as he is distinguished for propriety of taste and ease of
manners. With slight reference to the opinion of the millions, he
recognizes merit as the only real distinction among persons, and with-
outregard to circumstances, is equally warm in his friendship for the
poor and the rich.

You should all, gentlemen, make up your minds superior tothe com-
mon accidents of life, and learn the lessons of truth, temperance, jus-
tice, and patience, so well, that they would prepare you for every ex-
tremity, at a moment’s warning.

As a relaxation of your minds as well as subserving the loud com-
mands of charity, take a candid and frequently deep interest in
things which pass around you, or approach you nearly. Give coun-
sel affectionately to the enquiring mind of friends. Assist them in
their plans of employment, and cleave to them in affliction. In that
dread hour when nothing can be done, but much may be profitably
said, desert them not; and as a purifying and elevating duty, make
the graves of those who are no more, the termination of many of your
solitary walks.
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Dilligence, gentlemen, is the hand-maid of the young or the old
man’s respectability. It gives him the habits which will conquer,
and turns him away from the subtle and engorging vortex of dissipa-
tion. When you study, let your attention be exclusive and vigilant,
recollecting that you cannot fail if your heart be not divided. Imitate
no man servilely, for real greatness disdains the company of every
thing but originality. Be free from fits of passion, and scorn that ob-
stinacy which is always wrongheaded and unamiable, cherish even-
ressand pliancy of temper towards associates and strangers, friends
anuioes. Indulge no vicious tastes because they are thought becom-
ing, and, above all, never, unless you are dragged by cords which
cannot be loosened, approach the precincts of that false God, in the
mask of honor,

At whose red altar
Sit war and homicide."

Lastly, gentlemen, always keep in mind thatareverence for Chris-
tianity and its professors, is the crowning excellence of every char-
acter. Venerate and obey Religion as the source and perfection of
all morals, the cement of nations, and the gift of God in merey to his
creatures. Reprove the frivolity of those who deride it; contemn
their inglorious sacrilege; butshould you doubt its holy origin and in-
fluence, compare the lives led according to its injunctions with the
morality of the undevout,and be instructed.

If I were to select for your generous emulation a man who has flour-
ished and gone to his reward, since the days of the hero sage who
was ““first in war—and in peace—and in the hearts of his countrymen,”’
he would be one who is identified with our national glory—WiLLram
Wirr. His prolonged career was blameless and supremely fortunate.
A jurist whose professional efforts are a large portion of our judicial
history, and who twined for his brow a chaplet from the widely sun-
dered fields of law and literature; and a patriot with whom

]t was a high ambition, and his chiefest aim,
To be the herald of his counury’s fame.”

Who has not admired the richness of his eloquence, his matchless
elegance of illustration and language, his spontaneous effusions of
wit, the classic sweetness of his style, and his pathetic power, apart
from the splendor of his abilities as displayed in reasoning and argu-
ment?

For one of a nation of office seekers, he chose the better part of de-
ferring to those zealous politicians, who press with such an earnest
























