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ETHERTON COTTAGE, AND THE DISCCVERER OF ETHERIZATION.

EY MRA3, JARAR JOSErOA HALE.

Trat the American Republie is both prosperous
and progressive in a very remarkable degree, even
Euarupean writers do not now ventare to deny.

Qur vast territory, affording room, scope, and op-
portunity for every one; our just and liberal insti-
tutions, piving encouragement and securing the
rewards of enterprise and industry, canse the wilder-
nees to blossom, and cities to arise as if by the wave
of an enchanter's wand.

These things are evident to 0ld-World erities who
come here prepared to cavil or misrepresent. Yet
they, after acknowledging our progress, would in-
ginuate that the advancement is altogether material,
and such as the conditions of the ecountry afford to
physical strength and mechanical labor; while in
the more elevated and intellectual Gelds of science
wio are mere tyros or imitators,

True, certain claszes in Europe do enjoy opportu-
nities of eludy and means of research never yot
aceorded to Americans. But how well we can spare
those royal stepping-stones over the slough of scien-
tific difficullies, thoze scholastic ladders to the high
places of thought, let the thousand proafs off Yean-
kee dnvention and tngenuity, now manifest thronghout
the world, answer. Something more we may justly
claim : that the genius of Americans has enlarged
thoe boundaries of science, and given impulse and
power to the progress of humanity.

Without going back to Franklin and Fulton, or
ghowing how the one taught lightning to stoop its
wing at man's command, and the other first proved
that steam had power to defy the winds and walk
the wavgs, let us just glance at those recent and won-
derful dizeoveries, ' The Magnetic Telegraph,” and
“ Etherization or the Pain Neutralizer.” By means
of the first, to “walt a sigh from Indus to the pole,”
iz scarcely a poetic figure. Tta utility is manifest hy
daily experience—weo may say, by the experience of
every moment.
gonm hardly more important to the full life of man
than do the iron nerves of the Telegraph to the full
lifa of the nation; and the name of Professor Morze
1s as indestructibla as the Magnetic power.

Does not the other discovery—that which has for
ita object to relievo pain of its horror and steep the
eenses in forgetfulness till the crisis of suffering and
danger is over—does not this remarkable discovery
merit high honor? T= not its utility, acting as it
dloes directly on humanity, of greater moment even
than that which merely communicates thought? To

be freed from pain—is mot this of more importance
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than to be able to say we are ot cuse? Let tha
sufferer answer.

As the discoverer of the * Ansathetic and Pain.
sabduing Properties of Sulphuric Ether” has had to
pay, to the full, the tax of gaining eminence in any
pursunit—namely, distrugt from slow apprehension,
and detraction from jealous rivalry—we would fain
present to our readers an accurate sketch of ons
whose name will, unquestionably, go down to poste-
rity among the bepefactors of mankind. We do this
for onr own sex. Women, more even than men,
should feel and express gratitade to the discoverer
of the © Pain Neutralizer,” for on us folls the heavi-
est amount of physical suffering, and from our warm
hearts iz drawn nearly oll the sympathy for the saf-
ferings of others. 'What an invaluable blessing it is
to have these removed or mitigated! Then wa
have had some personal knowledge of the claimant
of this great discovery, when, a3 a mere youth, ho
was struggling to educate and support himself, and
wa are glad of this opportunity to make his merits
known throngh the medinm of our ¥ Book."

William Thomns Green Morton was born in
Charlton, Masz., in 1819. His ancestors were among
the early settlers of New England, where the name
is respectable and well known. His pesition in
childhood procluded the opportunities for much
gehool instruetion : but gome are born to earve outb
their own way to fortune, and knowledge may be
acquired out of the school-room by those who really
gealk it

At the age of fifteen, young Morton was obliged
to enter the world and work his passage on the ocean
of life. His father, having been unfortunate in busi-
nose—that of & country storckeeper—was unable to
aszzist hiz gon. With some boys, thus situated, to
make aliving wonld have been a great, an only aim.
It was, to the subject of our notice, not & mere living,
Lut u living to some purpose of improvement and
essemtial advancoment for the futore, that he divided
his time between the counter and the school, going
from one to the other, and saving from his earnings
as clerk to pay the expenses of tuition as pupil.

It is unnecessary to detail minutely his career
for several years. Enterprising and intelligent, he
gonght in various places to cstablish himeelf in busi-
ness, but never, at any time, omitted an opportunity
of improvement, and supplied, so far nz he could by
diligent and extensive reading, the defects of his
carly education. On several oceasionz be scems to
have been duped by the designing, and more thau
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once made unfortunate assoeintions in business. A
gilly flirtation at the West, that, in s youth under
age, was not certainly an uncommon or unpardon-
able folly, created ill feeling in the brother of the
young lady, and in subsequent years lent a shaft to
the enemiss who have sought to wound Dr. Morton,
the successful discoverer of etherization.

Bhortly after this cirenmstance, and at the age of
twenty-one, a small legacy was left him. This ena-
bled him to abandon eommercial life, in which he
had not, on the whols, sueceedod, and he entered on
gtudies more congenial to his mind. Ie went to
Baltimore, attended medieal leetures, &e., and re-
geived the degrea of “ Doctor of Medicine” from
Washiogton University. From EBaltimors young
Morton returned north, and devoted himszelf to tho
gtudy of " Dental Surgery.” Dr. Wells, of Hartford,
Conn., proposed a partoership—Dr. Morton to go
to Doston and take charge of an establishment
there, while Dr. Wells remained in Hartford, The
arrangement was made, and Dr. Morton, proceeding
to Bostom, took rooms in Tremont Row, where his
office now remaing. This was in 1842, when Morton
was about twemty-three years of age. The next
year, 1843, Dr. Morton married Miss Elizabeth
Whitman, daughter of Edward Whitman, Esq., of
Farmington, Conn. Previously, he had joined a
Congregational Church, and, thus early settled in
his religious eentiments and in life, after & series of
struggles and changes which show his indomitable
energy and perseverance, it seemed a8 if he might
pursue u career of comfort and usefulness, without
any great changes or exertions, But rest was not
on his motto. He continued bis studies amid tha
duties of his profession, and then he matriculated
at the Massachusetts Medical College, attending
regularly the lectures of its eminent professors, Dra.
Warren, Bigelow, Channing, Ware, Hayward, and
others,

Of his devoiion to his studies, one of his friends,
B. P. Poore,-Ezq., snys: “A skeleton was Lkept in
his (Dr. Morton's) chamber, and, rising long beforo
the sun, he opened his books to prepare himself for
the anatomicnl studies of the coming day.”

Such a student must sueceed,

Soon after his gettlement in Boston, he became
aequainted with Dr. Charles T. Jackszon, a man of
scientifie reputation, whosa talents and public
services ware beld in high estimation. Dr. Jackson
treated Dr. Morton with great friendliness, was his
ingtructor, and received him ag an inmate of his
family. Dr. Jackson was so'well =satiefied with his
student that he gave him a eertificate of high com-
mendation, addressed to the “ American Society of
Dental Surgeons.” Dr. Morton soon gained a very
large practice as n dentist; but this did not abate
his desire of scientific improvement, or his zeal in
prosecuting his researcheas.

The circumstances that gave rise to his great dis-
covery of the effect of sulphuaric ethor in neutraliz-
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ing pain we will give in hiz own words, from an
account presented by M. Arago to the Paris Aca-
demy, in 15847 :—

“In the pummer of 1844, beiog in the practice of dentist-
ry, and desirous of improving myself in chemical and me-
dical Enowledge, I studied in the office of Dr. Charles T.
Jackson, of Boston; and, in order to employ my time to
the uwimost sdvantage, I resided in his family. Omne day,
in casual conversation upon my profession of dentistry, I
#pake of the operation of destroying the nerve of o tooth,
and remarked that there was always doubt whether the
tooth could be restored to usefulness, ipasmuch as the
arsenie produced an irrilation, and left & soremess often
permanent. Dr. Jackson gaid, in & humorous mannoer,
that I must try some of his toothache drops, and proceeded
to tell me that, at a time when he practised medicioe, ha
occasicnally extracted teeth for particular patients, and
that, in one instance, & patient who could not summon
eourage for the operation asked him to apply something to
alloviate the pain. He applied ether, and with suceess, for
& fow days afterwards a friend of this patient called to ob-
tain eome of the * toothache drops,” as he called them; but
Dr. Jackson, not wishiog to be troubled with dental busi-
ness, told him he had none.  Dr. Jackson then added that,
a8 this ether might be applied with advantage to senvitive
teeth, he would gend me some, The conversation then
turned upon the effcct of ether upon the eystem, and hae
told me how the students at Cambridge usad to inhale sul-
phurie ether from their handkerchiefs, and that it intoxi-
cated them, making them reel and stagger. He gave no
further intimation of the efect of ether, or of the manner
of applying it. I may add that Dr. Jackzon has confirmed
my account of this conversation in his own statement to
Dr. Gould,

“In & few days after this conversation, Dr. Jackson zent
mé & bottle of chilorie ether, highly rectificd, as he had
offered. At the same time, he scnt a bottle to two other
dentists of high respectalbility in Boston, I made an ex-
periment with this ether in destroying the sensibility of a
valuable tooth of a patient, Miss ——, by direct application,
telling her that the operation would be slow. I was olliged
to apply it several times; but, in the end, the sensilility
seemed to be removed, and the tooth is mow, to my know-
ledge, in a wseful condition.

% About this time, the wife and aant of Dr, JTackson were
under my treatment for dental purposes, and it was necos-
pary to extract teoth in each case, the operation being pnin-
ful, and the ladies showing an unuosual degree of sensi-
tiveness. The lastnamed lady, In particular, before the
extracting of each tooth, remained several hours in the
operating-chair, unabla to pummon courage to endure the
operation, and bepring to be mesmerized, or that T would
give her gomething to make her inzensible. Dr. Jackson
was present, and made efforts to encourage the lady ; but
did not supgest any mode of produciog insensibility. His
sugpestions kad mof gone beyond the divect application of effher,
in the game manner that laudanum and offer narcolics have
always been applicd o sensifive teetii,

#The successful application I had made of the ether in
destroying the semsibility of o tooth, together with what
Dir. Jackson told me of its effeots when inbaled by the stu-
dents at college, awakencd my attention; and, having free
access to Dr. Jackeon's books, I began to read on the sub-
Ject of its effects upon the animal system. I became aatis-
fied that thers was nothing new or particularly dangercus
in the inhaling of ether, that it had long been the toy of
professors and students, known as a powerful anti-spasmo-
die, ancdyne, and narcotic, capable of intoxicating and
stupefying, when taken in sufclent quantity. T found
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that even the apparaius for inhaling it was described in
gome treatizes; but, in most cases, it was described ng in-
haled from a saturated sponge or handkerchief. Having
eome of the ether left which Dr. Jackson had sent me, T
inhsled it from a handkerchicl; but there was not enough
to produce a greater effect than exhilaration, fullowed Sy
headnche,

“While investigating this subject, T was taken quite ill,
and, it being the middle of summer, I was advizsed by my
phyeician to go into the country. 1 took with me from Dr.
Juckeon's library, and obfained in other ways, several
bosks treating on this and other subjects, I spent two
months at the residencoe of my father-in-law, in Conneeti-
cut. While thare, T procured ether from the droggist's,
and made experiments vpon birds and other anfmals, en-
deavoring to get them under the effect of inhalation from
it. These experiments produecsd no satizfactory result, and
they being known ameng my friends, I was mortified and
vexed, and bottled up the suljeets, where they remain to
thiz day.

“In the aufumn I returned to Boston, and finding that
my business, owing to its intorraption, requirsd my con-
gtant attention, I was not able to pursue the investization
at that tima.

“Tn the course of the winter (1544-5), Tr. Horace Weila,
of Hartford, Conn, a dentist, and formerly my partner,

came to Boston, and desired me toald him in proecuring an :

opportunity to administer the nitrous oxide gas, which he
gaid Lo boliovisd would destroy or greatly alleviate pain
under gurgical operations. T readily consented, and intro-
duced him to Dr, George Haywand, an eminent sorgeon,
who offered to permit the experiment; but, as the earlicst
aoperation was not to be performed under fwo or threedaye,
we did not walt for it, but went to e, Warren, whom wa
found engaged with his class, e told us that his sin-
dents were prepariog to fulale it that evening for sport,
and offered to announce the proposal to them, and ask
them to meet us at the college. In the evening, Dr. Wella
and myself went to the hall, sand I took my instroments.
Dr. Wellz administered the gas, and extracted a tooth: but
the patient serenmed from pain, and the spectators langhed
and hiseed. The meeting broke up, and we were looked
upon as having made ourselves very ridieulons. T saw no-
thing more of Dr. Wells; but he left my instruments at my
office very early the next morning, aud went directly home,
Tn July, being again in Connecticut, T called on Dr, Wells,
and we fpent some time in adjusting oor former partner-

Ahip accounts. He had then given up dentistry, and was §

engaged in condoeting an exhibition of binds, which ho
gnld imsured him better health. I went with him to the

office of Dr. Riggs, where I spoke of thoe gas, and asked i

them togive some to mo; but Dr. Wells gave mo to under-
sinnd that he had ahandoned the experiment, thinking it
eculd hove no practical value.™;

Not thos did Dr. Morton abandon the pursnit.
Once impressed with the idea, his active mind could
oot rest till he bad fully investizated the matter.
Putting hiz businesz into the hands of a salaried
neziztnnt, he gave up his own time to studying and
experiménting on the great subjeet of annihilating
pain under surgical operations.  How hizs labors
were crowned with soecess; we will again quote
from the Parizs Academy :—

“In the spring of 1346, Thomas E. Spear came to stndy
with me, and hearing me converse upon the subject, he
said he bad jobaled ether at the Lexington Academy,

where he was edneated, and deseribed to moe its offocts.

This incressed my interest in the sulject, sud T determined,
8# s00n a2 the pressure of the epring business was over, to
devote myself to it. In the mean time, I tried an experi
ment upon water spaniel, inRerting liis head in & Jar hav-
ing sulphuric eiher at the bottom. This was done in the
presence of two persons ot my house in West Needbam,
where I reside during the summer months. After breath.
ing the vapor for some time, the dog eompletely willed
down in my hands. T then removed the jar. In alout
three minutes he aronsed, yelled loudly, and sprung soms
tem fect into s pond of wator.

“ Immedintely after this experiment, I waited on Dr.
Oranville G. Hayden, o young dentist, told him my pue
pose, and made an agreement with him to come to my
office and take charge of my business, that T might devote
myeelf more exclugively to this subjert. The sgreoment
wns drown by 1, I, Dana, Jr. Esq, to whose letter in the
appendix I take the liberty to refer the Academy in this
comnection, As scon a8 Dr. Hayden becamo sequainbed
with my business, I began to devote myself to my experi-
ments, I inhbaled some chloric ether and morphins, the
effeet of which was drowsiness, followed by lassitude and
beadache,

“ Barly in Avgust, T asked Dr. Hapden to procure me a
four-sunce phisl of sulphuric eiher from Mr. Burnett, &
druggist much reliad upon by chemista.  1le did go, and I
tried to induce bim to take it.  As he declined, I took half
of it into the country to try again upon my dog. Justas I
hnd got it ready, the dog sprang and threw over the jar. T
felt vexed, and rezolved to take it myself, and did so, tha
next day, at my office. I inhaled from my handkerchief
oll the ether that was left, but was not completely loat; yet
thought my=elf g0 far inzensible that I belioved that o
footh could have boen drawn with but little pain or eon-
aciousness. I was unwilling 1o gond to Burnett's again for
the same article, he being a near neighbor, and his young
men well acquainted with mine, lest the knowledge of my
cxperiments should get abroad. T accordingly ront a sbo-
dent, William P. Leavitt, to droggizts in a different port of
the city, Browers, Stevens, & Co., a firm in exeellent stand-
ing, with direciions to get sulphuric cther. After soms
persuasion, I induced Spear, who had taken it at school, to
inhale it, Ie did &6, and beenme eo far insensible as io
drop the handkerchief, and feemed very drowsy and tor
phl. As this passed off, he became excited and furious, so
that he had to be held down in the chair; but this subsit-
od, and, on coming to, he expressed himself deliphted with
hig neneations. Leavitt then took it, with mueh the sama
effect. T wae much discouraged by these attempta. The
effects produced wore not such as T sought for, nor were the
young men affected in the same manner that T had bean,
and as T observed the dog to be, They were much more
excited and less inseneible. Yel T cannot Lielp remarking,
in this eonnection, that, had this sulphurie ether boen pure
and highly rectified, T should have demeonstraied its effects
then, instend of at the subsequent period in Eoptemier,
This ether has since been snalyzed, as appears by the affi-
davits in the appendix, and found to contain a large portion
of aleahol, sulphor acids, and other impurities,

“Thiz experiment 'H'M.ﬂﬂy in August; and, it being
hot weather, and I being pomewhat out of health, T wont
into the country, and abandoned the experiments until the
tf'i'd'itﬁ of Zeptember. With the autumn and the restocs-
tiom of health, my ambition led me to resume my
ments; and T mentioned to Dr. Hayden that I feared there
waa g0 much difference o the qualltics of ether that. in s
delicate & matter, there would be great difficulty in Lring-
ing about any generally veeful and relishle resulta,

“Thinking that a surer effect might be prodaced by in-
haling the cther throngh some spparatus, T called reprat
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edly on Mr. Wightman, a philosoplifcal instrument-maker,
for tha purpose of prouring or coniriving an apparstos.
While examining his bags for inhaling nitrous oxide gos,
the thought striuck me that I conld put the ethor into ong
of these, and, by making an opening to be closed by o valve
for the admission of atmospheric air, could convert it into
an iohaling apparatus, Upon second thought, T had an
impression that ether wonld dizsolve Tndia rubher, and pot
the gueestion to Mr, Wightmen, He thought it would. I
then put the game question ns to oil silk. He said he did
not know, but advised me to consult a chemist, and named
Dr. Jackson., I took from Mr Wightman o glass tunnel,
purchaszed an Indin rubber bag on my way, and returned
to my office. I then sent Leavitt to Dr. Gay, o chemist, to
pek the simple question whether ether would dizsolve In-
dia rubtber. He returned, saying that Dr. Gay was not in.
In the mean time, I became patisfied that the bottle and
glaza I had wore not large emough for mﬁmm. amid,
not wizthing to go to unneccssary expenso, I said to Dr.
Hayden that I would borrow a gas-bag from Dr. Jackzon's
Iaboratory. He then suggested to me to nscertain from Dr.
Jackeon something as to the different qualities and prepa-
rutions of ether, with which he #aid chemists were always
familiar. I approved of the suggestion, but feared Dr.
Jackeon might guess what I was experimenting upon, and
forestall me. I went to Dr. Jackeon's, therefore, to procure
& pas-bag, aleo with the intention of ascertaining eomething
more accurataly as to the different preparations of cther, if
I should find I could do eo without setting him upon the
eame track of experiment with myself. I am aware that,
by thin admizsion, I may show myself not to have been
posscgeed by the most disintercsted spirit of philesophic
enthusingm, clear of all regard for personal rights or bene-
fits; but it iz encugh for ma to say that I felt T had made
pacrifices and run risks for this object, that T believed my-
eell to be close upon it yet where ancther, with bettor op-
portunities for experimgntiog, availing himeelf of my hiots
and labore, might take the prize from my grasp.
%1 asked Dr. Jockson for his pas-bog.  He told me it was
in. his house. I went for it, and returned through the
Inboratory. He eaid, in a laughing manner, ¢ Well, Doctor,
you seem*to be all equipped, minus the gas! T replicd, in
the same manner, that perbaps there would be no neesd of
baving any gas, if the person who took it could only be
maile to believe there wos gas in it, and alluded to the story
of the man who died from being made to believe that he
was bleeding to death, thore being in fact nothing but
water trickled upon hie leg; but I had no intention what-
ever of trylng soch a trick. He smiled and sald that was
n gpood story, but added, in & graver manmner, that I had
better not attempt such an experiment, lest T should be set
down as a preater humbug than Wells was with hia
nitrous oxide gas. Secing that hers was an opportunity to
open the subject, T sald, in a5 careless a manner ns I conld
aegumm e, why cannot I give the ether gas? He said that I
eonld do =0, and spoke again of the studenta taking it at
Cambridge. He said the paticot would be dull and stupe
fied, that T could do what I pleased with him, that he
would not be able to help himeelf. Finding the subject
open, I made the inquiries I wished as to the differont
kinds and preparations of ether. He told me something
obout the preparations, and thinking that if he had any it
would ba of the purest kind, I asked him to let me see hia,
He did o, but romarked that it had been standing for
some time, and told me that I could get some highly recti-
fied at Burnett’s. As I waa passing out, Dr. Jackson fol-
lowed me to the deor, and told me that he could recommend
something better than the gas-bag to administer the ether
with, and gave me 4 flask with a glass tube inserted in it,
#] procared the ether from Burmetl's, and tn‘mingllsh:
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tube and flask, shut myself up in my room, seated in the
operating chair, and commenced inhaling. I fouhd the
ether o ptrong that it partially suffocated me, but pro-
duced o decided effect. I then snturated my handkerchief,
and inhaled it from that. T lookal at my watch and soon
lost coneciousness, As I recovered, I felt a mumbness in
my limbs, with a sensation like nightmare, and would have
given the world fir some one to come and arcuse me. I
thought for & moment T ehonld die in that state, and that
the world would only pity or ridicule my folly. At length
I felt a slight tingling of the blosd in the end of my third
finger, and made an effort to touch it with my thumb, but
withoat suecesa. At a second effort;y I touched it, but there
seemed to be mo sensatiom. 1 gradoally raised my arm
amd pinched my thigh, bat T could see that senzation was
imperfect. T attempted to rise from my chalr, bot fell back.
Gradually I regained power over my limbs and full con-
siousness, 1 immeédiately looked at my watch, and foumd
that I had been inzensilde between seven and eight mi-
nuioE,

i Delighted with the success of this experiment, I jm-
mediztely announced the result to the persons emploved
in my establishment, and waited impatiently for some one
upon whom I could make a fuller trial. Towards evening,
o man, residing in Boston, whose certificate i= in the ap-
pemlix, came in, sufering great pain, and wishing to bave
a tooth extracted. Ho was afraid of the operation, and
asked if he could be mesmerized. I told him I had some-
thing bettor, and saturating my bandkerchief, pave it to
him o inhale. Hae became vnconscions almost Immedi-
ately. Tt was dark, snd Dr. Hayden held the lamp, while
I extracted a firmly rooted bienspid tooth. There was nct
much alteration in the pulee, and no relaxation of the
museles. He recovered in o minute, and knew nothing of
what had been done to him. He remained for eome time
talking about the experiment, and I took from him a cer-
tificate. This waa on the S0th of September, 1546. This
I consider to be the firat demonstration of this new fact in
ecience. I have heand of no one who can prove an earlier
demonstration. If any one can do s0, I yield to him the
point of pricrity in time.

%1 will make a single remark upen the sabject of my
interview with Dr. Jackson. It iz not necessary to go into
the guestion of the origin of all ideas. I am ready to
acknowledge my indebtedness to men and to books for all
my information upon this subject. I have got here a little,
and there a little. T learned from Dre. Jacksom, in 1844,
the effect of ether directly applied to a sensitive tooth, and
proved, by experiment, that it would gradually render the
nerve ingensible. I learned from Dr. Jacksom, also, in 18464,
the affect of ether when inhaled by the students at college,
which was corroborated by Spear's account, amd by what T
read, I knew of Dr. Wells's atterapt to apply nitrous oxide
gas for destroying pain under surgieal operations. I had
great motives to destroy or alleviate pain under my opers-
tions, and endeavored to produce such a result by meana
of inbaling ether, inferring that if it would render n nerve
ingeneible, direetly applied, it might, when inhaled, destroy
or greatly allevinte sensibility to pain generally, Tad the
ether that T tried on the 6ith of Augast been pure, T should
have made the demonstration then. I further acknowledpa
that I was subsequently indebted to Dr. Jackeon for valu-
able information as to the kinde and preparations of ether,
and for the recommendation of the hizhly rectified from
Burnett’s as the most safe and efficient. But my obligation
to him hath thiz extent, no forther. All that he commu-
nicated to me I could have got from other well-informed
chemists, or from some books. He did net put me upom
the experiments; and when he recommended the highly
rectifled sulphuric ether, the offect he anbicipafed was only
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aal stupefuclion which was nod wnlnown, and he did not
vubimale in any dogree @ suspicion of fhat insensidalily b pain
which was demonstrated, and agtonizhed the soientific world,

Hohg poon s the man whose tooth I extracted left my
wilies, T consulted Dr. Hayden as to the best mode of bring-
ing out the discovery, We agreed it was best to anpounce
it to the surgeons at the hoapital ; but as some Bme woull
einpse before an operation, I thought it beést 1o procure
some assurance which would joduce my paticnts to tuke
it. I therefire called upon the man who bad taken it, and
foumd him perfectly well. Thence I went to Dr. Jackson,
told himy what I had dooe, and askel bim to give me a
cortificate that it was harmless in it effects. This be
positively refased to do. I then told him I should go to
the principal surgeons, and have the question thoroughly
tried, J then calfed on Dv. Warren, whe promised me an
early opportunity o try e cxperiment,”

a & L3 ® L3 * L]

Though Dr. Morton bad then this indescribable
gatisfaction of guccess im hia srduous stodies, and
confidence in the ultimate issue of his undertaking,
yet be had o encounter some very troublesome con-
sogquences.  Ho bad given up, or allowed to slip frowm
him, lis lucrative business of dentistry. He had to
mept the saeera of the medical and literary mogn-
zines of the country.  He bhad to encounter opposi-
tion from Dr. Jackson, and almozt everybody else,
Fur nearly all the surgeons in the country, except
those in the Massachusetts General Hospital, de-
nounced bim and bis dizcovery. Upou thiz point weo
pxiract from the Congressional Report :—

* During all thiz time, Dr. Morton alone claimesd the dis-
covery aud condunted the experiments. He bad staked
everytling dear in life, bis hopes of fortane and Fume, upon
the discovery. o gave his labor by day and bia thoughts
by night to the perfecting of all that was incomplete in its
spplication, and; in the language of the Report of the
Trustees of the Massachusotts General Hosplial: ‘liisa
miortifying fact that Dr. Morton's pecuniary aflairs have
Lesome embarraseed in coneequenecs of the interruplion of
his pogular business resulling from bis efforts and cxperd-
ments in establishing this great truth, and that his heaith
ling also severely suffered from the eame cause; 8o that ho
can devote only a small part of each day to hiz professional
labors. Qe became poor in a caunse which has made the
world his debitor.”

“The committee bave the highest medical awthority for
snying that feom living 0 much of late in an stmosphers
af etlier, and from the anxiety attending the varions trinls
anal experiments conmected with the discovery, and from
the excitenient caneed by the eontroversies which it has
geenEiomsd, the health of Dr. Morton has beeome such that
he iz unable to attend to his professional duties o any
extent”

And it waz not until all was complets and com-
pletely verified that any rival appeared to contest or
claim any participation in the dizcovery. Then
one enme forth, Dr. Charles T. Jackson, to whom
allusion has been mwade, and the part hie acted de-
seribbed.  That his hints respecting the preparation
of ether were ugeful to Dir. Morton, the latter never
denied, and the lvan of the gas-bag waa kindly
done ; but will thiz deed and casual words entitle
Dir. Jackson to claim the honor of discovering etheri-
gation ¢ With far more réazon might the Eecretary
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of War, who plunned the eampaigns, and il.r!'lt fiur=
ward the supplies for the American army, ¢|:|il.ll'n. the
glory of fighting the battles and gaining the victo-
ries in Mexico. :

But it is no part of our plan to engage in this con.
troversy. We take the matter as it has been settled
by the best judges of testimony. Alter a very tho-
rough investigation, the Trustees of the Massachu-

setts General Hospital mado a report, in which they

awarded to Dr. Morton the merit of the ether dis-
COV LY. :

In the following year, 1347, at the request of Dr.
Juckson, the Trustees reviewed their opinion, and
again awarded the discovery to Dr. Morton. In the
sueeeeding , the following substantial testimony
was ofiered Lo Dr. Morton :—

& Bogrow, May 12, 1848,

“Dpan Sm: At o mesting of the Boand of Trustees &f the
Mussuchiusetts Genernl Hospitnl, a fow wooks since, it was
informally suggested that a limited subscription of one
thousand dollars shall be guised for your benefit, in ac
knowledgment of your services in the late ether difcovery;
no ane to be ssked to subseribe more than ten dollars. Wa
consented to act a3 a commitice {0 receive and apply the
procecds of this sulseription. The proposed sum baving
Been obitained, we have now the pleasure of transmitting
it Lo you, Weal-oinelose the sulseription-book in & ensket
which aecomponics this note, Amonj itz signatures yon
will fiud the nomes of uob a fow of those most distingnisled
smong s for worlh and intolligente: and it may bo e
marked that it is signed by evory member of the Board of
Trusteca,

* You will, wo are sure, highly value ihis firsf testime
nial, slight as it is, of the gratitude of your fellow-citizens.
That you may bereafter receive an adequate national re
ward is the sincers wish of your obedicnt servants,

“ EAMUEL FROTHINGILAM,
“THO2. B. CURTIS,

# To D, Wiiniax T. G, Monrox.”

“The box sccompanying this pote had vpon it the follow-
ing inscriplion: In front, * Testimonial in honor of the
Ether Diseovery of Sept. 30, 1840 And on the lid, * Thiz
box, containing one thousand dollars, I8 prezsented to Wil-
liam Thomas Green Morton, by the members of the Boand
of Trustees of the Massachusetts General Hospital, and
other citizens of Boston, May &, 1548

While the controversy with Dr. Jackson was thus
going on, the administration of ether to subdue pain
was coming more and more into popular use ; and,
ma it was evident that no patent could secure to the
dizeoverer a eompensation for Lis invention, the
friends of Dr. Morton advized him to apply for his
reward to Congress. The following letters, extract-
ed from the Congressional Report, are significant of
the estimation in which the doctor and hiz claim
were held by men whose names are a guarantee for
his worthiness: —

Letter frem Aayor Bigeloo,
" Bostow, December 8, 1848,
Y8 : Tavail myself of the bonor which T had of making
your acquaintance lust senson, daring your visit to Boston,
to introdnes to you my friend; Dr. Morton, the discovorer
of the eectof ether in producing inpensibility to pain,
dizeovery which bas pliced Lim in the front rank of the

il

iiaiesie e




ETHERTON COTTAGE,

nm

e
S et e A R R o e L

benefactors of the human race., He visits Washiongton in
the hope of obdainiog some recoguition on the part of Con-
gress of the yalue of his discovery, and has already secured
the favorable consideration of gome of the members, Your
asgistance in the matter would be in keeping with your
well known aod enlightened philantbropy, aud would be
gratefully appreciated. H

“1 bave the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient
BeFvant, JOHN P. BLGELOW,

“ Hon, Isisc E. Hotares™

Letter from Gavernor Briggs.
i Counens Craspeg, Bosvow, Jan. 12, 1840,

' s DEar Conwin: Allow me to introduce to your acquaint-
ance Dr. Morton, of this city, whose name the world knows
a3 the discoverer of the application of ether to alleviate
pain. An application to Congress for some compensation
for the dizcovery is to be made. May I ask vou, for the
doetor, who thus far, though he has relioved thousands of
ethers from suffering, has had nothing but sufferiog Lim-
gell as his reward, to look at his case, and, if you find it
bas olerits, give it your support ?

% Sincercly aond truly yours,
“GEQ. N. BRIGGS,
" Hon. Tmos. Corwix."”

Lefter from Governor Morlon,

“ Bosrox, Jannary 12, 18490,
“Dear Smm: T am happy to have the opportunity of pre-
esnting to your acquaintance Dr. W. T. G. Morton, of this
gity. D M., who, by reputation, i3 doubtless known o
you, has the distinclion to have hiz name identified with
one of the most important discoveries of modern (im eg—
the application of ether as an agent for producing insensi-
billty to pain in surgical operations. His object, as I un-
derstand, in visitiogy Washington at this time, is to endes-
vor to procuve from Congress some recognition of the valua
of his discovery. 1 beg leave to recommend him to your
kind attention,
[ am, very respectifully, your friend and servant,
HAMARCUS MORTON.
“To Hon. Teos. IT. BexNTos.™

The subject was accordingly laid before » com-
mittea of the Thirtieth Congress, and it was decided
that Dr. Morton was the discoverer.

Early in the following year, the subject of our no-
tice received from the * Paris Acndémie dez Sciences™
their lurg-esl: gr.'rl:l medal. A former prize of fwo
thousand five hundred francs had been awarded him
by this Academy. On one side of the splendid me-
dul, in addition to the name of the institute, iz a
medallion head of the Goddess of Liberty. 0On the
reverze, surrounded by = wreath of laurel, iz en-
graved, ** Académie des Sciences. Prix Montyon—
Medicine et Chirurgie—Concours de 1847 et 1848,
Wm. T. & Morton, 1850.%

It seems not amiss to insert in this place a letter
published by the Committee of Congress, appointed
in 1851 to investigate the cloim of Dir. Morton. The
testimony of such a name to the merits of the cause
is of important weight :—

#Wasmzaros, December 20, 1851,

H D, W. T. G. MopTox—DEAR 58 : In reply to your letier
of the 17th inst., I would gay that, haviog beon ealled om,
on & previcus coeazion, to examine the question of the dis-
eovery of the application of ether in surgical operations, I
then forueed the opinion, which I have sioee geen no reason
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to change, that the merit of that great diseovery balonged
to you, awd T hal supposed that the roports of the Trustecs
of the Hoapital, and of the Committee of the Houge of He
presentatives of the United States, were conclusive on this
pruint.

% Tha genflemen connected with the hospital are well
Enown to me as of the highest charvacter, and they pos-
sezzid, ot the Ume of the fovestigation, every facility for
ascertaining all the facts in tho case.

“ The Committee of the House were, T believe, unani-
mons in awarding to yon the merit of baving made the
firat practical application of ether, and a majority by their
report nwarded to you the entive cradit of the discovery.

“ Yery respectfolly, your obedient servant,
# DANIEL WEBSTER™

Dir. Morton again petitioned the Thirty-Second
Congross, There has subsequently been presented
a memorial, urging his elaim *“as having first proved
to the world that ether would produce insensibility
to sargical operalions,” and asking “a recognition
by Congress of his services to his country and man-
kind,” signed by about two hundred and twenty
names of surgeons and physicians, the mozt honored
and sminent in Mazzachuz=ettz. In June, 1852, the
gelect eommitiee, to whom the papers were referred,

mada the following report :—

AN ACT FOR THE RELIEF OF WAL T. G. MORTON.

& Be it enactad by the Seonale and Houze of Representalives
of the United Sfates of Amertea, in Congress assemblad, That
the Zecrotary of War and the Sccretary of the Navy be, and
they are herehy nuthorized and instructed to receive fiom
Wm. T. G. Morton his patent right for the use of sulphuria
ether in producing insensibility to pain during surgical and
other operations, which is at present in use, or may here-
after at any time be introduced into the hospitals of the
army and navy, the penitentiary of the United States, and
board of the nutional shipping ; and there shall be paid to
the gaid Wm. T. G. Morton, the som of ore fundred theu-
saned dollars out of any money in the treasury not othee-
wize appropriated, in full compensation for the surrender
of all his righta under the said patent: Provided, hoooever,
That the suid Wm. T. . Morton shall surrender all right,
interest; and benefit from the above letters patent to the
Commiszioner of Patents.”

The suhject was also laid before the Naval Com-
mittee of the Houge, and Military and Naval Com-
mittees of the Eenate, all three of 'which concurred
in the above hill, The Burgeon-General of the
Army of the United States, and the Chief of the Bu-
rean of Medicing of the Navy, strongly recommenid-
ed its passage in letters to the above Committees.
Senators Borland, Gwinn, Shields, Hale, Douglass,
Walker, Badger, and Mallory made elaborata
gpeaches in hiz hehalf

The bill haz not yot pazsed’ bat, from the man-
ner in which the report was received by Congress, it
seems hardly possible that a just award for his great
discovery shoull be much longer delayed.

The followinz wa clip from the “ Washiogton
Globe," under date of 14th of December :—

% Alr. DAvEE presented a petition of Physicians and Sor-
goeong, anid of the Trustees of the Mazeachuscits Gencral
Hospital, and a petition of the Mnrrachuretfa Charitatia
Eye and Ear Infirmary, and members of the Mazzachusetia
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Medical Bociety, praying that Dr, William T. G. Morton may
bae literally rewarded for the discovery of the ose of ether
to produce Insensibility to paln in surgical operations;
which were referred to the Committes on Military Afairs™

In the mean time, we take this opportunity of in-
teresting the public in his behalf. To do this it is
anly necessary that bis character and pursuits as a
man should be known. We bave alluded to hia
energy and unwearied industry. These traits are
apparent in all his doinge, In 1845, he purchazed
tha site where Etherton Cottage, his summer resi-
dence, iz located. It was then o barren pasture.
Now it is the site of Etherton Cottage, as shown in
the engraving, a medel of architecture in its siyle
and finish,

One who visited Dr. Morton’s grounds in 1851
gives the following deseription. We premise that this
cottage home is sitvated in the town of Needham,
about thirty mioutes® ride from Boston, on the Great
Western Railroad leading from Boston to Worcester.

A description of the cottage is unnecessary, aa the
plate is better than words. * The grounds embrace
about six acres, in a natural basin surrounded by an
amphitheatre of forest-clad hills, dotted with rosi-
dences. From the centre of this hollow rizsesa a
knoll, and on it stands the cottage—a picturesgque
building of the English style of roral architecture.
The prospect from its every window is, of course,
pupoerb. To the foreground are the serpentine walks,
rugtic summer-honses, fower-beds, young trees,
rparkling streams, and other appurtenances of the
mansion iiself. Beyond, wo ses the village church,
the farm-houses of the industrions yeomanry, and
the other quiet beantics of & ecountry landscape,
while an occasional train sweeps along the adjacent
railway like a fiery dragon, a type of the nervous,
go-ahead apirit of this utilitarinn age."

GROUND PLAN OF ETOERTON COTTAGE.
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Thus the talents and unwearied exertions of D‘-"ll
Morton have been erowned with the best hlalnin;!.'
of life—a pleasant home, and the power of confer-
ring happiness on those he loves. \

He has won his title to renown, also, before reach
ing middle age—not fortuitously, but by dint of l-[iu !
plication steadily directed upward as well as onward,
This is the point for us women, who give the b&.
to mental power as well as moral feeling, to mn- ]
sider. His early training must bave had o most
salutary influence in keeping bhim from the evil
temptations g0 often destructive of those left mﬁ'
to self-guidance. He must bave had a wise and
pious mother. Fortunately, we are not left to con-
jeeture on this matter. In a letter to o friend, Dr,
Morton thus describes her example and its effect

# My mother has been » member of the Baptis
Church ever gince I can remember. It was her
fluence that cdwcated me morally. The echool-
house in the town was two miles from our residence, !
and throuzh woods and swamps; the church Hllq"‘

every Sabbath, rain or shine, and took me with her.
When I was twelve years old, we moved to the Hlﬂ_ﬁ,‘-
village where the church was; there I had tolera bl 0
opportunities of attending school during the win
and my futher was able to send me to Leicest
Academy. I was thers when the news of the fail-
uro of my father—autterly unexpected by his fami-
ly—reached me, and ended my school edueation.
My father lost all hie property, our family 'i'ra;"ﬁ:;.-
scattered, and for several years had no home to-
gether. my great object was to make a home for
my parents and sisters, and I have had that satis-
faetion.” y
His parents live near Dr. Morton, in Needham,
in the enjoyment of every comfort. '
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