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30 TUBERCULAR CONSUMPTION AND

as to my position that tubercle is no other than the
unoxidised and therefore uneliminated effete carbon,
they do not impeach it in the very least. Additional
evidence however has been adduced, by Waldenburg,
editor of a weekly medical journal,* also by Lebert,
Colin, Clark, Sanderson, Fox and others. Their
researches, indeed, lead to no positive results what-
ever. Nevertheless, the negative ones are sufficiently
valuable, and they demonstrate satisfactorily that
tubercle is not the product of a zumé or ferment, and
consequently that it is not producible by inoculation.

- Waldenburg, at least so far as one can gather from
his somewhat diffuse outlines, is among those who
hold that inflammation is the primary source of
tubercle.t The position is hardly worth contesting
except in the interest of sounder views, since it i8
one divested of any basis of reality whatever.
Tubercle, it is true, may supervene upon inflamma-
tion as on any other morbid state but, if so, it is as
post hoc not propter hoc, the accident as 1t were but
assuredly in no instance the cause. At a recent
meeting of the London Medical Society, however,
Dr. Andrew Clark set forth that inflammation does
indeed engender tubercle, while the late Professor
Niemeyer wildly asseverated not only that inflamma-
tion was the source of tubercle, but that pneumonia
18 the ordinary starting point of the deposit.}
Nothing, pathologically speaking, could well be more

* Klinische Wochenschrift.
+ Die Tuberculose, die Lungenschwindsucht und die Scrofulose.
1 Lectures on Pulmonary Consumption, Biumlers tr.
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unfounded or untenable. Pneumonia bronchitis and
pleuritis, whether together or separately, may indeed
attend precede or follow tubercle, but do not per se
induce it ever. Subacute bronchitis so far from
occasioning tubercle is, d maintain, infinitely often
induced by it, and that with such local and general
derangement purulent secretion and local irritation
-ag more than any other concomitant, colliquative
diarrhoea and hectic not excepted, to consummate the
poor sufferers destruction. Tubercle, though origi-
nating in the organism acts, as Lombard of Geneva
admitted, in all respects as a foreign body. It is in
fact a foreign body and demeans itself as such ac-
cordingly. Not only, observes the eminently truthful
and conscientious Louis, does observation fail to
prove that inflammation is the cause of tubercle, but
it proves the very reverse.* Pneumonia, as Bayle in
his important treatise pointed out and as recent
observers are only too prone to overlook, proceeds
from the base to the summit of the lung, whereas
~ tubercle is developed, I would add well nigh invari-
ably, from the summit to the base.t Pneumonia
very rarely implicates both lungs, tubercles almost
always do. Phthisis is commoner in women than in
men, whereas the inflammation just named 1s
commoner in men than in women. KEverywhere, in-
deed, throughout his valuable monograph does Louis

* Non seulement les observations que nous venons de rappeler ne
prouvent pas que la peripneumonie soit une cause des tubercules,
mais 'histoire de cette phlegmasie nous semble prouver tout le con-
traire. Louis, Recherches sur la Phthisie, p. 524.

+ Recherches sur la Phthisie Pulmonaire, Paris 1810.
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