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INTRODUCTION.

.
&

Tue Melsdi{:al Society of the County of Albany has existed for
more than half a century. Its beginning was small, and its growth
has been necessarily slow. Its meetings have been held with a
great degree of regularity, and brief recerds of them have been pre-
served. The increased interest that attaches to these records after
so long a period, and the importance of placing them in form for
more permanent preservation, has induced thgir present publication.
It is to be regretted that the limits of this volume could only em-
brace the records to the year 1851, as since that date the Society
has gained new vitality, and its members are the active professional
men of the present day. But the sphere of this volume is with the
past, rather than with the present. It is a painful thought that
after long lives, and useful in the walks of a noble profession, the
memory of us so soon ceases, and we are known not even by name to
those who fill our places. It is with a view of preserving a full
history of the Medical Society, and of placing beyond the reach of
immediate forgetfulness, some notice of those who have been its
members, that the following Biographical Sketches of them have
been written. Among the number are several whose names are
well known all over the country, and wherever medical science has
extended. There are others who have filled important positions in
the community, and others still who have no possible claims to
either prominence or distinetion. The author has spared no labor to
obtain some notice of every deceased member, and though in several

instances it is very brief, yet it has been preserved, and it is no fault
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of his, that the lives of some do not furnish more abundant material
for his pen. It has been no part of his plan to pronounce unmerited
praise upon any, nor to withhold that which justly belonged to
them. The want of a standard for comparison often renders it diffi-
cult to estimate the degree of skill to which each should have been
awarded. There are several who united with the Society since
1851, who have deceased, but the volume having already largely
extended beyond the size intended for it, notices of them]have
been reserved until the records subsequent to that date shallbe pub-
lished. The order given to the arrangement of the sketches is pre-
cisely that in which the subjects were admitted to membership.
The volume would scarcely have been complete without the notices
of Drs. Fonpa, VAN useN, Bay, and Prarr Winrrams, who
have heen so intimately identified with the Society, and who with
Dr. Wapke still survive in venerable age.

The volume while it presents acomplete history of the Society, is
designed also to fill a vacancy in the Medical History of the City,—
and may it not be hoped to exert an influence to wrest from the
hand of time thehistory of similar institutions ; and notices of Medi-
cal men in other localities, whose memories would otherwise perish.

My obligations are due to Mrs. Vax CorTLANDT for the graceful
sketches of her father and uncle T. Romeyn and Lewis C. Beck;
to Dr. BAreNT P. STAATS Whose sharp memory has proved a store
house of incidents, and to my venerable friend Dr. PeETER VAN
OLixpa who has patiently placed his knowledge of the men whom I
have noticed at my disposal; and to all who have answered my
many persistent inquiries. If I have contributed to the profession,,
to which my life is earnestly devoted, either in preserving its past
history, or adding to its future, my labors will be abundantly re-
warded. i

8. D W.
Albany, Oct. 1, 1864.



ANNALS

OF THE

Medical Society of the County of Albany.

. At a meeting of several physicians of the city of Albany
on the first Tuesday in July, agreeably to an act entitled
“ An act to incorporate Medical Societies for the purpose
of regulating the practice of physic and surgery in this
state, passed 18th March, 1806, " and a sufficient number
to form a quorum not appearing, they agreed to meet again
for the above purpose on Tuesday, 29th July following ;
and the physicians and surgeons of the county were notified
accordingly. :

Agreeably to the time appointed by adjournment, a meet-
ing of the physicians and surgeons of the city and county
of Albany, was held at the City Hall ir the city of Albany,
on Tuesday, 29th July, 1806, for the purpose of forming
themselves into a Medical Society, conformably to an “act
of the legislature of this state passed the 18th March,”” 1806,
to incorporate Medical Societies for regulating the practice
of physic and surgery within this state.

1
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The following gentlemen convened, and proceeded to
fﬂrm themselves into a society :

‘Wilhelmus Mancius, Albany.
Hunloke Woodruff, do.
William MecClelland,  do.

John G. Knauff, do.

Caleb Gauft, Bethlehem.

Augustus Harris, do.

Joseph W. Hegeman, Schenectady.
Cornelius Vrooman, Jr., do.
Alexander G. Fonda, do.
Charles D. Townsend, Albany.

Wilhelmus Mancius was elected to the chair, and Charles
D. Townsend, secretary. |

The members then proceeded by ballot to the choice of
officers.

Hunloke Woodruff was unanimously elected President.

William MeClelland, Vice-President,

Charles D. Townsend, Secretary,

John G. Knauff, Treasurer,

And the following resolutions were adopted, viz:

Resolved, That this society be known by the name of the
Medical Society of the County of Albany.

Resolved, That the board of censors shall consist of five
members chosen from among the physicians and surgeons
of the city and county of Albany.

And the following were elected by ballot to that office.
William MeClelland, Albany.
William Anderson, Schenectady.
Charles D. Townsend, Albany.
Joseph W. Hegeman, Scheneciady.
Elias Willard, Watervliet.

Resolved, That ITunloke Woodruft, William MeClelland,
and Charles D. Townsend, be and are hereby constituted
a committee to report a code of bye-laws to the society, for
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the purpose of governing, regulating, and carrying into ef-
fect, the true intent and meaning of the law under which
this Society is incorporated.

Resolved, That this Society meet again on the first Tues-
day in October next, at the same place, for the purpose of re-
viewing the report of the said committee.

Resolved, That the anniversary meeting of this Society
be on the second Tuesday in January.

The Society then adjourned.

A meeting of the Medieal Society of the County of Al-
~ bany was held at the City Hall on Tuesday the Tth October
1806, for the purpose of receiving the report of the com-
mittee appointed to draught a code of bye-laws, agreeably
to the time appointed by adjournment. The following
members convened: Hunloke Woodruff, William MecClel-
land, Elias Willard, John G. Knauff, Charles D. Townsend,
Augustus R. Taylor.

The committee appointed to draught a code of bye-laws
regulating this Society, report the following, viz:

Art. 1. That the stated meetings of this Society shall be
held on the Tuesday in January, April, July, and October,
at 11 o’clock A. M.; and five members shall constitute a
quorum to transact business.

Art. 2. The President, Vice-President, and Secretary,
Treasurer, and Censors, shall be chosen by ballot at the
anniversary meeting of this Society; and if no eleetion takes
place on that day, they are to hold their offices until the
next anniversary meeting.

Art. 3. It shall be the duty of the President to preside
at all meetings ; to preserve order ; and to regulate the busi-
ness of the Society, agreeably to the sense and intention of
the members. He shall call special meetings of the So-
ciety when he judges it necessary, or when applied to for
that purpose by any two of the members; and to cause
notice thereof to be given by the Secretary.
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Art. 4, In the absence of the President, his duties shall
devolve on the Vice-President, and when both are absent
the Society shall elect a President pro tempore.

Art. 5. The Secretary shall attend all meetings, and shall
enter the proceedings of the Society in a book to be kept
for that purpose ; and shall read all letters and papers which
may be communicated to the Society; and transeribe in
a separate book, such of them as the Society may judge
worthy of being preserved. He shall give timely notice
in two newspapers of this city of all regular, or such extra
meetings of the Society as the President shall deem expe-
dient to call. Te shall also give notice to members of .
their election; shall write and answer letters in behalf of
the Society, and shall manage all matters of correspond-
ence; and shall keep an exact record of all candidates
admitted to the practice of physic and surgery by this
Society. In case of the absence of the Secretary the Pre-
gident shall appoint a Seeretary pro tempore.

Art. 6. It shall be the Treasurer’s duty to take charge of
and keep a correct account of all moneys belonging to the
Society, with the receipts and expenditures thereof, and to
exhibit a statement of the funds once in every year, or
as often as he shall be required so to do; and for the faith-
ful discharge of his trust before he enters on the duties of
his office to give security to the Society in such sum as the
President and Vice-President may judge proper and suffi-
cient. Ie shall preserve for the benefit of the Society all
donations, and other moveable property committed to his
charge ; and keep an exact list of the same, together with
the names of the respective donors.

Art. T. Not less than three Censors shall constitute a
board for examining all candidates who shall present them-
selves for that purpose, and shall report to the President
within forty-eight hours their opinion.

It shall be the duty of the Board of Censors to examine
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all eandidates to be admitted to the practice of physic and
surgery on the following branches of medicine, viz : ma-
teria medica, pharmacy, anatomy, surgery, physiology,
theory, and practice of physic, midwifery, and chemistry.

Art. 8. When any person is proposed for admission, the
member proposing him shall give to the Secretary at a
stated meeting of the Society, a written notification there-
of, mentioning the name of the candidate, and his place
of abode, which notification shall be read; the election
shall be by ballot, and the votes of three-fourths of the
members present must be given him to obtain his ad-
mission.

Art. 9. Every member shall upon his election and sub-
scribing to the constitution and laws, pay a fee of admis-
sion not less than three dollars, and shall also pay to the
Society at each quarterly meeting the sum of fifty cents.

Art. 10. All moneys collected at the quarterly meetings
from members, together with the fees paid by candidates
for examination, shall go to the funds of the Society, and
shall be appropriated to the establishment of a medical
and philosophical library, and apparatus.

Art. 11. Every candidate, when he presents himself for
examination, shall pay a fee to the Treasurer of this Society,
for its use, not less than two dollars.

Art. 12. Candidates presenting themselves for examina-
tionshall notify the President of theirintentionin writingat
the quarterly meetings of the Society, and the Censors shall

Jproceed as soon as possible thereafter to their examina-
tion : and it shall be optional with any member of this
Society, to attend the examination of all candidates.

Art. 13. No moneys shall be drawn out of the treasury
except by special order of the President.

Art. 14. The exercises of this Society shall be to receive
and collect information on the different subjects relative to
medical science, and a medical Dissertation shall be
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handed in to the Society at every quarterly meeting, by one

of the members. Each dissertation shall have two read-

ings, but shall be subjected to the remarks and discus-
sion of the members only on the last. Kach member shall
write his dissertation in alphabetical order.

Art, 15. Everymember when he addresses the chairshall
rise, and shall not be interrupted while speaking, except he
be declared to be out of order on appeal being made to
the President. No member shall speak more than twice
on any one subject in debate, except he obtain permission
from the President for that purpose. The President shall
have the power to call any member present to the chair,
and may take an aetive partin the debate upon either side
of the question.

Art. 16. At every stated meeting of the Society the
members present may present a medical question in writ-
ing from which the President shall select the subject to be
proposed for dissertation at the next meeting.

Art.17. These laws shall not be altered except the
amendment proposed shall have been submitted to the con-
sideration of the Society at a previous stated meeting; and
three-fourths of the members present shall be necessary to
ratify any amendment,

In witness of our respective memberships of this Society
we do hereunto subseribe our names to the above
laws and regulations this the fourteenth day of April
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred
and seven.

HuxrLoke WoODRUFF, Jacor L VAN DEUSEN,
WirtLiam McCLELLAND, Prrer WENDELL,

C. D. TowxNsEND, ALEXR. G. Foxpa,
Jonux- G. KNaAUFE,

James Low,* PerEr D. LAMATER,
Isaac Hype, Exocn Cuexey,

#The following names were signed at subsequent dates.
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“Witriam DBavy, Ricumoxp BROWNELL,
JOHN STEARNS, Prarr WiLLraMs,

J Eigurs, JouN G. Vouanur,
Taeopric RoMEYN BECK, Georce UproLD JR,
Erastvs WiLLIaMs, JOEL A. WiIng,
JONATHAN JOHNSON, Perer Vax O'Lixpa,

Resolved, That the bye-laws have their first reading.

Resolved, That the President and Vice-President be a
committee to prepare a seal with a suitable device, and
draught a form of a diploma in Latin to be presented to

those gentlemen who have passed their examinations.
The Society then adjourned to meet again at the day ap-
pointed for their anniversary.

Agreeably to the time appointed for the anniversary
meeting of the Medical Society of the County of Albany,
the following members convened at the City Hall in the
city of Albany, on Tuesday the 13th January, 1807: Hun-
loke Woodruff, William MeClelland, John G. Knauff]
Augustus R. Taylor, Charles D. Townsend. The mem-
bers then proceeded to the choice of officers for the ensuing
year, and the following were elected.

Huvloke Woodruft, President.
William MeClelland, Viee- President.
Charles D. Townsend, Seeretary.
John G. Knauft, Treasurer.

And the following were chosen Censors:
William MecClelland, Albany.
John G. Knauff, do.
Angustus R. Taylor, Schenectady,
Charles D. Townsend, Albany.
Joseph W. Hegeman, Schenectady.

William MeClelland was elected representative to the
State Society.

Resolved, That the by-laws have a second reading.
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Augustus R. Taylor was appointed to present a Medical
Dissertation to this Society at the next quarterly meeting.

Lesolved, That Augustus R. Taylor and Charles D.
Townsend be a committee to revise the by-laws and report
any necessary amendment thereof.

Lesolved, That Hunloke Woodruff and William MeClel-
land report a form of a certificate for the respective mem-
berships of this Society which shall be in Latin.

Resolved, That a copy of the President’s address be re-
quested for publication.

The Society then adjourned to meet again on Tuesday
the 14th April, 1807.

The Society met on Tuesday the 14th of April, 1807, at
the time and place appointed, and adjourned to the house
of Hunloke Woodruft, where the following members con-
vened : ITunloke Woodruft, William MecClelland, John G.
Knauft, Elias Willard, Charles D. Townsend, Cornelius
Vrooman, Jr.,, Alexander G. Fonda.

Resolved, That Jacob L, Van Deusen and Peter Wendell
be admitted members of this Society.

The by-laws were then read a third time and passed,

Lesolved, That Hunloke Woodruff, and William MeClel-
land report the form of a diploma for candidates, of their
admission to the practice of physic and surgery, and also
the form of certificate for the respective members of this
Society by the next quarterly meeting.

Resolved, That the eighth article of the by-laws for the
benetit of physicians and surgeons in this county who have
not yet become members of this Society, be published.

A notification of William Smith Gannad was read by
the President signifying his intention to present himself
for examination before the board of Censors for admission
to thre practice of physic and surgery.

Resolved, That the device for the seal of this Society pre-
sented by the committee for that purpose be adopted.
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Charles D. Townsend was appointed by the President
to present a medical dissertation to this Society at the
next quarterly meeting. Augustus R. Taylor, not having
complied with his appointment at the last meeting, he is
requested to present his dissertation also at the next quar-
terly meeting,.

The Society then adjourned to meet again on Tuesday
the 14th July, 1807.

At a meeting of the board of Censors at 4 o'clock P. M.
on Tuesday the 14th April, 1807 : Present, William McClel-
land, John G. Knauff, Charles D. Townsend, for the purpose
of examining William Smith Gannad, who according to law
is entitled to such examination for hisadmission to practice
physie and surgery in this state, passed his examination
on the 15th April much to the satisfaction of the Cen-
sors, and was recommended to the President for his diplo-
ma; which he obtained June 6th.

The Medical Society of the County of Albany convened
at the City Hall on Tuesday the 14th July, 1807. [Iresent,
Hunloke Woodruff, William MecClelland, John G. Knauft,
Charles D. Townsend, Jacob L. Van Deusen, Peter
Wendell.

The by-laws were again read, and approved.

The following resolutions were adopted, viz.

Resolved, That the account of G. Fairman far engrav-
ing the seal of this Society, $16.25, be paid out of the
funds ; also the account of Charles D. Townsend for books
and stationery, amounnting to 8$3.121, be allowed.

An application of Simon Veeder to the President was
read, in which he states his intention to present himself
before the Board of Censors to take an examination, for
admission to practice physic and surgery. The Censors
agreed to meet for that purpose on Thursday following at
2 o’clock P. M.

2
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A dissertation was read before the Society by Charles D.
Townsend on puerperal fever.

John G. Knauftf was appointed by the President to write
a dissertation on the opinion entertained by the moderns,
of what the ancients termed derivative and revulsive blood
letting.

LResolved, That the thanks of this Society be tendered to
Charles D. Townsend for his dissertation on puerperal
fever; and that the proceedings of this meeting be pub-
lished.

Resolved, That at every meeting of this Society hereafter
a donation of 25 cents be made to the door-keeper for his
trouble,

The Society then adjourned to meet again on the second
Tuesday, or 13th of October next.

At a meeting of the Board of Censors on Thursday the
16th inst. 2 o’clock P. M. Present, William MecClelland,
John G. Knauff, Charles D. Townsend. Simon Veeder
presented himself for examination, in which he acquitted
himself with honor, angd gave ample testimony of his medi-
cal knowledge, and was recommended to the President for
his diploma, which he obtained on the 18th inst., and there-
by is admitted to the practice of physic and surgery, agreea-
bly to the law of this state.

A meeting of the Medical Society of the County of Al-
bany was held on Tuesday the 13th October, 1807. Pres-
ent, Hunloke Woodruff, William MecClelland, John G.
Knauft, Charles D. Townsend, Jacob L. Van Deusen, Pe-
ter Wendell.

Doctor James Low a graduate of the College of Edinburgh,
presented his diploma; therefore, agreeably to the law of
this state, he is admitted to practice physic and surgery
within this state.

A letter from the College of Physicians of New York was
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read, requesting the President to grant permission to any
student of medicine whom he should select to attend the
lectures in the College of New York gratis.

The President consulted the Society on two applications
made to him by William Nicoll and Joshua Burnet; the
former was agreed upon for that purpose.

Doctors Charles D. Cooper and James Low of the city
of Albany made application to become members of this
Society.

The following resolution was adopted, that the thanks
of this Society be conferred on John G. Knaufl' for his dis-
sertation.

The Society then adjourned to meet again on the se-
cond Tuesday in January.

On the second Tuesday in January, 1803, being the anni-
versary meeting of this Society, not a sufficient number
of members appearing to form a quorum the meeting was
consequently postponed until the second Tuesday in April.

A quarterly meeting of the Medical Society of the County
of Albany was held on Tuesday the 12th April, 1808, at
11 o'clock A. M. The following members convened;
Hunloke Woodruff, William MecClelland, John G. Knauff,
Alexander G. Fonda, Jacob L. Van Deusen, Peter Wendell,
Charles D. Townsend.

The prqceedings of the last meeting were then read.

Charles D, Cooper and James Low were elected mem-
bers of this Society.

Resolved, That John G. Knauff and Charles D. Townsend
be a committee to revise the by-laws of this Society.

Resolved, That James Low be added to the committee
for the purpose of draughting a diploma to be laid before
this Society; and that the same committee report a form
ot certificate for the respective memberships of this Society
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at the next meeting ; agreeably to a resolution to that ef-
feet, passed 13th January, 1807.

The Society then adjourned to meet again at two o’clock
P. M.

The committee for revising the by-laws of this Society
report the following amendment, viz: that, that part or
section of the 8th article with respect to the admission of
members, al the next mecling be expunged; and that the
candidate for admission have his election at the same meet-
ing when he is proposed.

Doctor Archibald ITamilton Adams, of Schenectady,
and Isaae IHyde of Rensselaerville, were elected members
of this Society. .

Llesolved, That the clection of a Delegate to supply the
place of the one whose seat becomes vacant the 2nd Tues-
day of February next, be postponed till the next quarterly
meeting.

Lesolved, That each member of this Society produce a
geological and topographical description of such one of the
townships in this county as shall be allotted to him by
the President.

Allotment as follows :

Albany, William MecClelland.

Schenectady, Alex. G. Fonda.

Guilderland, John G. Knauft.

Bern, Arch. Ham. Adams.

Duanesburg, Augustus RR. Taylor.

Rensselaerville, James Low.

Coeymans, Peter Wendell.

Bethlehem, Jacob L. Van Deusen.

Prince Town, Cornelius Vrooman Jr.

Watervliet, Charles D). Townsend.

The Society then proceeded to the reading and discus-
sion of Charles D. Townsend's treatise on puerperal fever,
and then adjourned to meet again on the second Tuesday
in July next.
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A meeting of the Medical Society of the County of Al-
bany was held at the City Hall on Tuesday, the 19th July,
1808, agreeably to the time appointed by law, and then ad-
journed to meet again at the chemical lecture room, Chapel
street, at 2 o'ciock P. M. Present, H. Woodruff, James
Low, William MeClelland, C. D. Townsend, Jno. G. Knauft.

The report of the committee was then read for amending
the by-laws, and adopted as one of the articles of the by-
laws of this Society, viz:

Art. 18. In case any member of this Society.shall fail
in his attendance for four successive quarterly meetings,
and shall not pay up the quarterly payments in the course
of one year, the Treasurer shall inform him of such sum in
arrear, and if he shall withhold the payments thereof it shall
be the Treasarer’s dut;; to prosecute annually for such sum
as he shall stand indebted.

The committee for draughting a form of diploma for ean-
didates admitted to the practice of physic and surgery by
this Society, report the following viz:*

The Society refunded Doctor W. McClelland the amount
of his expenditures at the State Medical Society, the sum
of 4 dollars for the last year.

A donation of Doctor W. MeClelland of two dollars to
this Society.

Doctor William McClelland was unanimously reélected
Delegate to the State Medical Society for the ensuing year.

A communication was made by Doctor John G. Knauff
of a case of spasm in consequence of uterine hemorrhage,
in which the hyosciamus nigra proved successful.

Resolved, That the thanks of this Society be tendered to
Dr. Knauff for his valunable hint on the use of the foregoing
medicine, which has been too much neglected in this part
of the country, and that the foregoing case be preserved
on file.

Resolved, That the resolution of Dr. McClelland as

* Report not recorded.
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representative to the State Medical Society be published ;
also that the candidates admitted to the practice of physie
and surgery be informed that thgir diplomas are now ready
for their reception.

Resolved, That there be an annual committee appointed
for the purpose of procuring the periodical publications,
on philosophy and medicine : and that Doctors Woodruft
and Low constitute that committee for the ensuing year:

Resolved, That the sfated quarterly meetings of this So-
ciety be hereafter held at the chemical lecture room in
Chapel street, at 2 o'clock P. M.

Resolved, That besides the quarterly meetings of this
Society established by law, a meeting shall be held on the
second Tuesday of every intervening mpnth at the place
aforesaid for the purpose of promoting social intercourse
and harmony, and that all respectable physicians in the
county are requested to attend.

The Medieal Society of the county of Albany held a
quarterly meetingat the place appointed and the following
members convened viz: IHunloke Woodrnft, William Mc¢
Clelland, John G. Knauff, Charles D. Townsend, James
Low.

The proceedings of the last meeting were then read.

A communication was presented from the seeretary of
Columbia College, and one from the President of the Col-
lege of Physicians of New York, both stating that the sepa-
rate institutions will admit a student gratis to attend the
different courses of lectures, who shall bring with him a
certificate of his recommendation by this Society from the
President.

Resolved, That the thanks of this Society be given to the
faculty-of Columbia College and the College of Physicians
for their circulars, and their attention to and encourage-
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ment of the medical interests of the country; that this Soci-
ety will gratefully accept of the generous offers made by
the said faculties.

Resolved, That Mr. Romeyn Beck be recommended by
this Society as a suitable person to aceept the offers of Co-
lumbia College agreeably to the circular of that institution
dated 6th October, 1808.

Rosolved, That the individual members of this Society
who were appointed to give a topographical and geological
description of the several towns of this county are re-
quested to present the same to the President on or before
the first day of November next, when an extraordinary
meeting of the Society will be called for that purpose.

A dissertation on phlegmasia dolens, was read by James
Low before the Society.

Resolred, That the thanks of this Society be tendered to
James Low for his dissertation.

Resolved, That the President be paid for all postage of
letters which he shall receive in behalf of the Society.

The anniversary meeting of the Medical Society of Al-
bany was held on Tuesday the 10th July, 1809. Present,
H. Woodruft, W. MecClelland, John G. Knauff, Chas. D.
Townsend, James Low. ‘The following gentlemen were

elected officers for the ensuing year.
Hunloke Woodruff, President.

William MeClelland, Viee- President.

John G. Knauft, Treasurer.

Charles D. Townsend, Secretary.

John G. Knauff, Charles D. Townsend, James Low,
Censors. : |

Doctor William McClelland having declined his delega-
tion to the State Medical Society;

Resolved, Unanimously, that no representation to that
body be made for the present year.
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At a special meeting of the Medieal Society of the eonnty
of Albany held on Monday, the 30th January, 1809, at the
President’s house for the purpose of taking into considera-
tion a circular letter and enclosed pamphlets from the
Presidents of the Medical Society of the county of New
York to the Secrctary of this Society. Present, ITunloke
Woodruff, William MeClelland, John G. Knauff, James
Low, Charles D. Townsend. The letter and pamphlets
were then read. James Low and Charles D. Townsend
were appointed a committee to draught an answer to the
above letter and to report as soon as possible.

The answer to the letter aforesaid was transmitted to the
President of the Medical Society of the County of New
York after obtaining the approbation of the Society.

A sufficient number of members not appearing to form
a quorum on the second Tuesday in April they adjourned
to meet again on Tuesday, 11th July, 1809.

A quarterly meeting of the Medical Society was held on
Tuesday 11th July, 1809. Present, II. Woodruff, Wm. Me-
Clelland, Charles D. Townsend, James Low, J. L. Van
Deusen, Peter Wendell.

On application of Simon Veeder to become a member
of this Society he was unanimously elected and requested
to take his seat.

The resignation of John G. Knauff' was accepted of by
the Society, and he obtained leave to withdraw. Peter
Wendell was elected Treasurer of this Society in place of
Jno. G. Knauff, resigned.

Resolved, That whereas John G. Knauff having resigned
his seat in this Society and therewith his office of Treas-
urer, that J. L. Van Deusen and Simon Veeder be a com-
mittee to wait on the said John G. Knauft' and demand of
him the books of the Society together with the balance of
the funds now remaining in his hands, and that they deliver
the same to Peter Wendell, Treasurer of this Society.
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J. L. Van Deusen was elected Censor in place of Jno. G
Knauff resigned.

Mr. Solomon Bailey and E. G. Dunnel made application
to the President for their examination to be admitted to
practice physic and surgery in this state.

Resolved, That Charles D. Townsend and James Low be
a committee to take into consideration the oppressive tend-
ency of the act to organize the militia of this state passed
during the last session of the legislature, inusmuch as the
said act respects physicians and surgeons, and that they
report at the next meeting a draught of a circular to be
‘directed to each of the societies throughout the state.

The Society then adjourned to meetagain second Tues-
day in October.

At a meeting of the Board of Censors after the ad-
adjournment of the Society on Tuesday, 11th July, 1804,
Present, James Low, J. L. Van Deunsen, Charles D. Town-
send, for the purpose of examining Solomon Bailey* and E.
G. Dunnel for their admission to practice physic and sur-
gery in this state. They acquitted themselves to the sat-
isfaction of the Censors and were recommended to the
President for their diplomas, which they obtained on 15th
inst.

A quarterly meeting of the Medical Society of the

* Solomon Bailey was born in Chatham, Columbia county, on the 11th day
of April, 1774. He completed Lis medical studies in the office of Drs. Law
and MecClelland at Albany, #nd received his diploma from the Medical Soci-
ety of the county of Albany in 1809. Dr. Bailey hegan‘his professional life
in Schodack, Rensselaer county, where he coutinued for three years. In
1812, he removed to Bethlehem, about eight miles below Albany, where he
continued during his life. He was an honest, enterprising, public spirited
citizen, and greatly interested in the subject of common scliool education,
Ly the community around him he was held in high esteem for the many
virtues of his character. For several years before his death he devoted
much time to agricultural pursuits. Hedied March 16th, 18389, in the sixty-
fifth year of his age. Dr. Bailey is represented in the pmf-;ssiun by two
sons, both graduates of the Albany Medical College in 1853 ; Dr. James 8.
Bailey residing in Texas, and Dr. William H. Bailey of Albany.
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County of Albany was held on Tuesday the 10th October,
1809, Present, Hunloke Woodruff, Wm. MecClelland,
James Low, J. Lansing Van Deusen, C. D. Townsend.
The committee appointed to take into consideration the
oppressive tendency of that part of the act (entitled an act
to organize the militia), as it relates to physicians and sur-
geons, &e., not being ready to report, they obtained leave
to sit again, and report on Tuesday, the 17th inst., at 3
o’clock, I’. M.

Mr. Romeyn Beck being proposed by Doctor W. Me-
Clelland as candidate for attending lectures in Columbia -
College the ensuing season, was unanimously elected.

Mr. Alexander MecClelland was chosen to attend the
lectures in the College of Physicians, New York, bemg
proposed by the President.

Mr. William Nicoll notified to the President his inten-
tion of presenting himself as a candidate for the practice of
physic and surgery, The Censors agreed to proceed in his
examination Wednesday, 3 o’clock I’. M.

The Society then adjourned to meet again on Tuesday
the 17th inst. 3 o'clock P. M.

Mr. William Nicoll passed his examination, much to the
satisfaction of the Censors and honor to himself, on Wed-
nesday the 11th inst., and received his diploma from the
President.

The Society met according to adjournment on Tuesday
the 17th inst. to receive the report of the committee, which
was unanimously adopted by the Society and ordered
copies of the circular letter to be printed and forwarded
by the Presid¢nt to every medical society in this state as
soon as possible. The purport of the letter is that they
charge their delegates to unite with ours in a general peti-
tion to the legislature the ensuing session in order to have
that part of the act for regulating the militia which relates
to physicians and surgeons repealed. '
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The anniversary meeting of the Medical Society of the
County of Albany was held on Tuesday the 9th Jannary
1810. Present, Hunloke Woodruft, Wm. MecClelland,
James Low, Jacob L. Van Deusen, Peter Wendell, Charles
D. Towpsend. After the minutes were read the Society
proceeded to the election of officers.

Hunloke Woodruft was unanimously elected President.

Wm. McClelland, Viee- President.

Charles D. Townsend, Secretary.

Peter Wendell, Treasurer. _

Wm. McClelland, Charles D. Townsend, James Low,
Peter Wendell, Jacob L. Van Deusen, Censors.

William McClelland was elected delegate to the State
Medical Society for the ensuing year.

The Society then adjourned to meet again on the second
Tuesday in April..

A special meeting of the Medical Society was held on
Tuesday the 16th Mareh, 1810, for the purpose of taking
into consideration the purchase of a medical work entitled
the Medical and Physical Journal, published by T. Bradly,
M. D., R. Batty and A. A. Nochden, consisting of 21 octavo
vols. valued at 8105.

The Society resolved on the purchase of the books and
the committee were instructed to make the best terms in
their power with Messrs. Webster and Skinner.

Resolved, That each member of this Society pay three
dollars per quarter to meet the several payments of the
above work, and to continue to pay the sum of three dol-
lars per quarter until the whole sum be paid. .

Resolved, That the President and Secretary shall sign
no diploma for any person admitted to the practice of
physie by this Society until such person shall produce a
receipt from the Treasurer that all expenses for his admis-
sion be paid. -
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Resolved, That a committee be appointed to wait on Dr.
E. Willard to ascertain whether he intends to continne a
member of this Society, and that Drs. Woodruft and Town-
send be a committee for that purpose.

On Tuesday 18th April, 1810, a number of members of
the Society met agreeably to the time appointed, but not a
sufficient number appearing to form a quorum they ad-
journed after the President had laid before them a written
notification from John L. Tonelier that he intended pre-
senting himself for examination for admittanee to practice
- physic and surgery. Ilis examination took place the fol-
lowing day before the board of Censors. Present James
Low, Jacob L. Van Deusen, Peter Wendell, Charles D.
Townsend. Ile was recommended by their certificate of
his qualifications in the science of medicine to the President

for his diploma.

At a quarterly meeting of the Medieal Society of the
County of Albany held at the Capitol on Tuesday, 10th
July, 1810. Present, HHunloke Woodruft, President. Wm
McClelland, Viee-President. J. L. Van Deusen, Isaac
Hyde, Wm. Anderson, Members.

Doct. Jonathan Bights producing his certificate from the
Medical Society of the County of Montgomery took his
seat in the Society.

Mr. William Joyce notified the President of his inten-
tion to present himself before the Censors of this Society
as a candidate for the practice of physic and surgery.

Resolved, That Doct. Jonathan Eights be appointed a
Censor pro tempore to supply the place of Doct. James
Low. :

Resolved, That Drs. Townsend, Low, and Eights be a
committee to revise the by-laws of this Society and report
within one month upon the same to the President, who
is hereby ordered to call an extra meeting to receive the
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report upon the by-laws, with improvements, if any, to
be published.

Mr. John Staats offers himself a candidate for permission
to attend the medical lectures of Columbia College.

Mr. Daniel Hudson, a student with Doct. Hyde, offers
himself a candidate to attend the lectures of College of
Physicians and Surgeons.

The by-laws of the Medical Society of the County of
* Rensselaer were received and read before the Society.
Adjourned.

At a quarterly meeting of the Medical Society of the
County of Albany held at the Capitol on Tuesday the 9th
October, 1810. Present, Hunloke Woodruff, President.
William McClelland, Vice- President. J. Lansing Van Den-
sen, Isaac Ilyde, James Low, Jonathan Eights, Peter
Wendell, Members. :

Resolved, That all physicians who have been members
of a medical society of any county within this state, and
who have become resident in this county, and who shall
produce satisfactory evidence of such membership, shall be
admitted as a member of this Society without paying any
admission fee. :

Doctors William Bay of the county of Columbia, and
John Stearns of the county of Saratoga, were admitted
members of this Society.

Resolved, That the Society meet in the Capitol on the
fourth Tuesday of October inst. for the purpose of receiv-
ing the report of the committee for the revision of the by-
laws.

A circular letter from the College of Physicians and Sur-
geons was received and read, informing the Society that
the privilege heretofore extended to students recom-
mended by the county medical societies to attend lec-
tures gratis, was withdrawn.



oo AxNaLs oF THE MEDICAL SOCIETY

‘Wm. . Wilson notified the Society of his intention to
present himself for examination before the board of Censors
for the practice of physic and surgery.

On the 23d October, 1810, the Society met according to
adjournment. Present IL. Woodruff, President. Wm. Me-
Clelland, Vice- President. Jas. Low, W. Bay, Juo. Stearns,
C. D. Townsend, J. Eights, Members.

The by-laws as amended were adopted.

Ltesolved, That the President be librarian pro tempore

and give out the books of the Society according to law.
Adjourned.

Albany, January 8th, 1811.

The Society held their anniversary meeting at the Cap-
itol. Present, W. McClelland, Vice-President. Jas. Low,
Jno. Stearns, Jon. Eights, P. Wendell, W. Bay, Members.

The minutes of the last meeting having been read the
Society proceeded to the election of officers for the year
1811, agreeably to the letter of the constitution, and the fol-
lowing gentlemen were duly elected, viz.

Hunloke Woodruft, President.

Wm. McClelland, Viee- President. "

C. D. Townsend, Secrefary.

P. Wendell, Treasurer.

Wm. Bay, Librarian.

Jno. Stearns, Wm. Bay, C. D. Townsend, Jas. Low,
Wm. McClelland, Censors.

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to address a
cirenlar letter to those physicians and surgeons of the city
and county of Albany who are not members of this Soci-
ety, informing them of the institution and objects of this
Society, and inviting their codperation in order to extend
the usefulness of medical science.

Resolved, That Jno. Stearns and Wm. Bay be a commit-
tee for the above purpose.
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Resolved, That the Society meet again this day three
weeks at the Capitol, of which the Society shall give notice
in the papers.

Resolved, That the thanks of the Society be presented to
Dr. Wm. Bay for his dissertation on carbon, and that he
serve the Secretary with a copy to be filed in the archives
of the Society. Adjourned.

The Society held their quarterly meeting at the Capitol
on Tuesday the 9th April, 1811. Present, William Me-
Clelland, John Stearns, James Low, Peter Wendell, Jona-
than Eights, Wm. Bay, Isaac Hyde.

The minutes of the last meeting were read.

Doct. Eights read an essay on hydrocele.

Doct. Bay’s dissertation on the properties of carbon with
its effects on diseases was discussed.

Resolved, That the thanks of the Society be presented to
Dr. J. Eights for his dissertation on hydroeele, and that a
copy of the same be requested for filing.

Resolved, That the Secretary be requested to have 100
copies of the by-laws of the Society published as soon as
convenient for the benefit of the members, and that the
Treasurer pay the expenses of the same on the warrant of
the President.

Resolved, That the Secretary be directed to. request
Doct. Elias Willard to communicate to the Society the
composition of his serofulous and cancer remedy for which
he has obtained a patent under the penalty of expulsion,
agreecably to the 4th article 6th section of the by-laws of
this Society, which communication to be made at the next
quarterly meeting.

Mr. Daniel Hudson and John L. Staats uﬁ'er themselves
for examination. The Censors agree to meet them at 3
o'clock P. M. Adjourned.

Daniel Hudson was admitted to practice physic and sur-
gery by this Society.
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i July 9th, 1811.

A quarterly meeting of the Medical Society of the
County of Albany was held at the Capitol on Tuesday, 9th
July, 1811. DPresent, J. Eights, Peter Wendell, Jas. Low,
Juo. Stearns, Wm. Bay, C. D. Townsen.

Resolved, That the members of this Society wear erape
on the left arm for thirty days as a mark of respect for
their deceased President, Hunloke Woodruil

James Low was elected President pro tempore.

The Secretury presented Doctor Elias Willard's letter
to the Society wherein he refuses to communicate the com-
position of his nostrum for care of cancer and serofula.

Resolved, That Doctor Elias Willard be and is hereby
expelled from this SBociety for refusing to comply with the
by-laws of this institution, and that he be served with a
copy of said article of the by-laws and the foregoing reso-
lution by the Secretary. '

Resolved, That Wm. Bay, Jonathan Eights, and Peter
Wendell be a committee to call upon 'W. Kittredge, in
order to ascertain whether he is legally authorized by any
medical seminary to practice physic and surgery within
this state,

Resolved, That the Medical and Physical Journal prop-
erty of this Society be disposed to any members, who will
pay the highest sum above the demand now due upon them
with interest, which was determined in favor of Chas. D.
Townsend, who bid five dollars more than principal and
interest now due, and was the highest bidder among the
members,

Resolred, That Doctor Hyde be repaid the money which
he advanced on account of the books in the foregoing reso-
lution by the purchaser. Adjourned.

October 8th, 1811,
A quarterly meeting of the Medical Society of the coun-
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ty of Albany was held this day at the Capitol. Present,
W. McClelland, W. Bay, J. Eights, P. Wendell, J. Low.

Dr. T. Romeyn Beck of the city of Albany was proposed
as a member and unanimously elected.

Resolved, That J. Eights and P. Wendell be a commit-
tee to procure certificates or diplomas for the use of the
Society, and that they be printed on parchment, and
that the Treasurer pay the amount of the same.

Resolved, That the Society meet again this day fortnight,
when Dr. Low is to read his diploma, and that the Secre-
tary give notice of the same in the public papers.

The Society met agreeably to the time appointed on
Tuesday the 21st October, 1811. DPresent J. Eights, Wm.
MecClelland, Wm. Bay, J. Stearns, P. Wendell, C. D.
Townsend, J. L. Van Deusen.

When Doctor Low did not appear, and the Sncmt}r ad-
journed. ' |

Anniversary Meeting.
14th Jany., 1812,

Doctors Erastus Williams and Jonathan Johnson were
proposed as members of this Society and were unanimously
elected.

Doct. William MeClelland handed in his resignation of
the office of Delegate to the State Medical Society which
was accepted.

The Society then proceeded to the election of officers for
the ensuing year, and the following gentlemen were duly
elected to the offices opposite their respective names:

William MeClelland, President.

C. D. Townsend, Vice- President.

J. L. Van Deusen, Seerelary.

Peter Wendell, Treasurer.

John Stearns, James Low, William Bay, Erastus Wil-
liams, Jonathan Eights, Censors.

John Stearns was elected Delegate to the State Medical
Society in the place of Doctor William MeClelland.

B
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Resolved, That Doets. Stearns and Eights be a committee
to procure fifteen impressions of the plate of certificates
belonging to the Rensselaer and Saratoga Medical Soci-
eties.

Resolved, That Docts. Bay, Low, and Eights be a com-
mittee to procure a new seal for the use of the Bociety.

The Treasurer’s report states that there is in the treasury
a balance of $35.121.

Ordered, That the Secretary deliver to the delegate a
copy of the by-laws of this Society to present to the State
Medical Society.

Resolved, That Docts. Low, Stearns, and MecClelland
each deliver a dissertation at the next quarterly meeting.

Resolved, That the Secretary give notice of the regular
meetings of this Society in the two papers published in this
city one fortnight previous to each meeting. BSociety ad-

journed.
Jacop L. Vax Deusen, Secretary.

ALpaxy CouxNty MEDIcAL SocIETY.
Ezxira Meeling.

Present, W. Bay, James Low, J. Stearns, Peter Wendell,
J. L. Van Deusen, C. D. Townsend.

Resolved, That the members of this Society wear erape
on their left arm for the space of thirty days as a token of
respect to the memory of their late President, Doet. Wil-
liam MeClelland, deceased. Society adjourned.

Jacop L. Vax Dussex, Seeretary.

Areany Couxty MEDICAL SOCIETY.

Quarterly Meeting.
April 14, 1812,

Present, C. D. Townsend, Vice- President. John Stearns,
‘W. Bay, T. R. Beck, Peter Wendell, James Low, J.
Johngon.

The committee, appointed to procure certificates for the
use of the Society, stated that they were not ready to re-
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port; requested the indulgence of the Society to report
at the next meeting, which was granted.

Fesolved, That the Treasurer supply the Secretary with
necessary stationery for the use of the Society.

Dr. Low read a dissertation on cancer, and Dr. Stearns
on croup.

Resolved, That the thanks of this Society be presented
to Docts. Low and Stearns for their dissertations. Doct.
Townsend was appointed to read a dissertation at the next
quarterly meeting.

.The Secretary presented an account for publishing no-
tices of meeting, amounting to fifteen shillings, which was
ordered to be paid.

Hesolved, That the Treasurer be authorized to pay Mr.
Elliott fifty cents at each quarterly meeting for fuel] &e.

Doct. Townsend proposed Doctor Peter Delemater for
membership. Society adjourned.

J. L. Vax DEvUsEN, Secrelary.

Avrpaxy County Mepicar Sociery, 14th July, 1812,

Present, Charles D). Townsend, Vice-President. Jona-
than Eights, James Low, T. R. Beck, Peter Wendell, Jon-
athan Johnson, John Stearns.

Doctor William Bay sent in his resignation of member-
ship, which was ordered to lay over until next quarterly
meeting,

Doctor Peter Delemater was balloted for and admitted
of this Society.

Resolved, That the committee appointed to procure cer-
tificates furnish the Society with fifteen impressions at the
next quarterly meeting.

Doctor Low read his dissertation on cancer which was
discussed, and Doctor Stearns on croup which was like-
wise discussed. Society adjourned.

J. L. VAN DEUSEN, Secretary.
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Mepicarn Sociery oF THE COUNTY OF ALBANY.

Ertra Meeting.
August 3d, 1812.

I‘reaent, John Stearns, James Low, Jon. Eights, T.
Romeyn Beck, Peter Wendell, J. L. Van Deusen.

Resolved, That Doctors Eights, Low, and Stearns be a
committee to'draught a form of certificate for the members
of this Society, and that they report at the next meeting.

Resolved, That the Treasurer take the copies of the by-
laws of the Society into his keeping for distribution to the
members of the Society.

Resolved, That the Society meet again on the last Mon-
day of the present month at three o’clock P. M. Society
adjourned.

J. L. Vax DEusEN, Secrelary.

MEgp1icAL Sociery oF THE CoUNTY OF ALBANY.
Quarterly Meeting.
October 13th, 1812,

Present, C.D. Townsend, Vice-President. John Stearns,
J. Eights, T. Romeyn Beck, Isaac Ilyde, P. Wendell, J. L.
Van Deunsen, James Low. .

The Society met pursuant to adjournment. Doctor
Hyde proposed Doctor Enoch Cheney as a member of this
Society, the consideration of which was postponed until
the next quarterly meeting.

The committee, appointed to draught a form of certifi-
cate, reported one which was accepted.

Messrs. Low, Fights, and Stearns were appointed a com-
mittee to procure fifteen copies of the certificate for the
use of the members. '

Doctor C. D. Townsend resigned his office of Vice-Pres-
ident, which was accepted, and also as member of the So-
ciety, which was not accepted.

Resolved, That Doctor Eights be President pro fempore.

Resolved, That the Secretary inform Doctor Bay that a
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charge is laid against him, of giving counsel with a person
expelled from this Society, and that he request Doctor Bay
to attend at the nett meeting of the Society, for'the pur-
pose of having the above charge investigated. Adjourned.
J. L. Vax Devusex, Secretary.

Anniversary Meeting.
Jany. 12th, 1813,

Pursuant to public notice, the Medical Society of the
County of Albany, met at the Capitol at11 A. M. Present,
Dr. Eights, Dr. Low, Dr. Wendell, Dr. Johnson, Dr. Del-
amater, Dr. Beck.

Doctor Eights was appointed President pro fempore, and
Doctor Beck, Secretary.

The Society then proceeded to the election of officers,
and the following g ntlemen were elected to the offices re-
spectively affixed to their names, viz.

Dr. Jonathan Eights, President.

Dr. Isaae Hyde, Vice-President.

Dr. T. Romeyn Beck, Secretary.
~ Dr. Peter Wendell, Treasurer.

Dr. James Low, Delegate to the State Sociely.

Dr. James Low, Dr. Erastus Williams, Dr. Jonathan
Johnson, Dr. Peter Wendell, Dr. T. Romeyn Beck, Censors.

Doctor Wendell was appointed to read a dnsertntmn at
the next stated meeting.

The Treasurer reported that the funds of the Society
amounted to $21.50.

The committee, appointed to procure a seal, reported that
they had performed the duty assigned them, and that the
expense of it was $36, which was ordered to be paid.

Resolved, That the Treasurer pay Mr. W. H. Whiting
$11.50 for writing the certificates of membership.

Ordered, That the Secretary prepare the above certifi-
cates for the members.

Ordered, That a list of the officers be published.
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Resolved, That the Treasurer take proper means to pro-
cure the payment of all debts due to this Society, which
are of more than a years standing. Adjourned.

T. RoMeyN BECK, Seeretary.

Albany, July 13th, 1813,
MEbpricAL Sociery oF THE COUNTY OF ALBANY.
Quarterly Meeting.

The Society met pursuant to public notice. Present,
Dr. Eights, Dr. Low, Dr. Wendell, Dr. Williams, Dr. Del-
amater, Dr. Stearns, Dr. Beck.

Resolved, That the proceedings of this Society, as it re-
spects the election of officers on the anniversary meeting
be and they are hereby recognized as legal, and that the
officers elected are authorized to hold their offices for the
term of one year from the period of their election.

A division being called for on the above resolution, it
passed in the affirmative in the manner following.

Ayes.—Dr. Eights, Dr. Low, Dr. Wendell, Dr. Williams,
Dr. Delamater, Dr. Beck.

Noes.—Dr. Stearns.

Dr. Williams was appointed to read a dissertation at the
next stated meeting.

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to inquire what
amendments are necessary to be made in the law regulating
the practice of physic and surgery in this state, and that
they report at the next quarterly meeting.

Resolved, That Drs. Stearns, Low, and Beck be that
committee.

The following amendment to the by-laws was proposed
by Doctor Low and seconded.

Resolved, That section 1st, article 1st, of the by-laws he
amended in the manner following, viz., by expunging the
last member of the sentence which is as follows: “except for
the purpose of an election “when seven shall be necessary,’” and
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ingerting in the former member of the sentence, between
the words “fransact,” and * business,” the word “all.”

The following additional by-law was proposed by Doe-
tor Stearns and seconded.

‘Whereas, harmony and union among the members of
this Society are indispensably necessary to promote the
important objects for which it was instituted; and where-
as, any insidious attempts to asperse the reputation of mem-
bers, with a view to destroy their usefulness, must tend to
exclude social intercounrse, introduce discord and termin-
ate in a complete dissolution of this institution, and there-
by defeat the great objects for which it was organized; and
whereas, such practices are totally unworthy of this Society,
and derogatory to the profession generally, therefore be it
ordained,

That this Society may try any of its members, for mal-
practice, extortion, speaking disrespectfully of the Society
with intent to injure it, and for maliciovsly inventing and
propagating any slanderous or defamatory reports with a
view to destroy or injure the reputation of any members
of this Society ; and it shall be the duty of each member of
this Society to accuse any other member thereof for any
misdemeanor that he may deem contrary to the true intent
and meaning of the act of the legislature incorporating
Medical Societies, or contrary to the by-laws thereof; and
the accuser shall make a statement in writing of the mis-
demeanors aforesaid, and lay the same before the Presi-
dent; and the President shall issue a summons to the ac-
cused to appear before the next regular meeting of the So-
ciety, stating the time when and the place where it is to be
holden, to defend against the accusation ; a copy of which
and of the summons shall be left with the aceused, or at
his usual place of residence at least twelve days previous to
such meeting ; and the accuser shall cause such summons
to be served and returned to the Society at the commence-
ment of their meeting; and if the accused refuse or neglect
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to appear in person or by proxy, and no satisfactory rea-
son is offered to the Society for such neglect, he shall be
expelled from the Society; and if he be convicted of any
of the charges alleged against him, he may be punished by
fine, suspension or expulsion.

Ordered, That the above amendment and by-law be laid
over for consideration at the next stated meeting.
~The Secretary presented an account of Mr. Jesse Buel,
for printing a notice of the meeting of the Society,
amounting to $0. 88, which was allowed and ordered to be
paid.

Doctor Lathrop, a member of the Medical Society of the
County of Montgomery, having exhibited his certificate,
was balloted for and unanimously elected a member of
this Society. Adjourned.

T. RoMeYN BEck, Secretary.

Mepicarn Sociery oF THE COUNTY OF ALBANY,
Quarterly Meeting.
Oct. 12th, 1813.

The Society met pursuant to public notice. Present,
Dr. Eights, Dr. Low, Dr. Hyde, Dr. Van Deusen, Dr.
Stearns, Dr. Wendell, Dr. Beck, Dr. Lathrop, Dr. Johnson.

Dr. Enoch Cheney having been proposed at a former
meeting, was balloted for and unanimously elected a mem-
ber of this Society.

The committee, appointed to inquire what amendments
are necessary to be made in the law regulating the practice
of physic and surgery in this state, report:

That they have attended to the duties of their appoint-
ment, and, being unable to procure a copy of the revised
law, have examined the act passed April 4th, 1806, together
with the amendments enacted in the session of 1811-12.
These, they understand, are still in force. The committee
report that in their opinion it would be conduecive to the
welfare of the medical profession were the second section
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of the above act repéaled, together with all the subsequent
sections, parts of sections, and amendments which refer to
the establishment and organization of the Medical Society
of the State of New York. They further add, that in their
opinion, the State Society is injurious to the promotion of
medical knowledge, and the advancement of the profes-
gion ; since its funds are partly created in a manner that di-
verts them from the county medical societies, the only real
source from whence progressive improvement is to be ex-
pected; since its meetings are held so seldom and for so
short a period, that but little can be done to increase the
stock of medical information, at least in proportion to the
inconvenience and expense attendant on its proceedings ;
since its powers and privileges are in many cases injurious,
and indeed in some directly opposed to those of the county
medical societies (particularly those of the county of Al-
bany), and the committee do not hesitate to say, hurtful to
the interests of the profession at large.

From these considerations, where the further utility of
the State Medical Society is certainly questionable, when
the experience of six years has proved, that but little has
been added by its members that is valuable or interesting
in medicine, while the importance of the county societies
appear to be proportionably neglected; the committee
deem it their duty to propose the following amendments
and alterations to be made in the law regulating the prac-
tice of physic and surgery:

1. That the Medical Society of the State of New York
and that the power of examining students be vested in the
county medical societies.

2. That in case any student applying for permission to
practice physic and surgery, shall consider himself ag-
grieved by the decision of a county society he shall be al-
lowed to appeal to a board of physicians elected from each
medical society, and who shall be styled the board of phy-

5
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sicians for the eastern, middle, western and southern dis-
tricts, as the case may be. These physicians shall be
elected annually, one from each society; and their powers
shall be exclusively confined to the examination of stu-
dents who consider themselves aggrieved. That a number

not less than four shall constitute a quorum who shall meet
at such place as a majority may determine. Every student

to pay ten dollars for the examination; which sum shall be
used to defray, as much as may be, the expenses of the
board.

3. That provision be made by law, directing the respect-
ive county medical societies to invest that part of their
funds which arises from fees for the admission of gentlé-
men to the practice of physic and surgery, exclusively in
the purchase of medical books or surgical instruments for
the use of their members.

4. That no medical society shall proceed to the examina-
tion of persons offering for admission to the practice of
physic and surgery, except (in addition to their having
studied three years with a physician) they produce a certifi-
cate or diploma of having attended at least one course of
lectures at some of the medical ‘institutions in the United
States, or foreign countries.

5. That it shall be the duty of the treasurer of each
medical society, to procure, by letter or otherwise, at every
quarterly meeting, a certified copy from the clerk of the
county in which he resides, of the names of those per=ohs
who have deposited their licenses to practice in his office,
and in ease there are individuals who, to the treasurer’s
knowledge, are practicing without having complied with
the provisions of the act, he shall prosecute the delinquent
according to law, without having respect to reports of these
petsons being authorized to practice.

* 6. That in all cases, where persons from neighboring
states, or from Europe, have commenced the practice of
physic and surgery in this state since the passage of the
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amendments to the act, in the session of 1811-12, as well as
hereafter, it shall be enjoined on every medieal society to
demand at their regular meetings by a summons, signed by
their President, an exhibition of the certificate or diploma
under which said persons practice; and in case the individ-
ual does not present one within a reasonable time after
being regularly notified, or exhibits one that is deemed un-
satisfactory, he shall be prosecuted, if he practices for fee
or reward, by the treasurer, in the name of the society,
according to the provisions of the act.

To effect the above amendments and alterations, the
committee respectfully submit the following resolutions to
the Society:

Ltesolved, 1. That a committee be appointed to prepare
a petition to be presented to the legislature at their ensu-
ing session, requesting them to make the above alterations
in the act regulating the practice of physic and surgery.

Resolved, 2. That a circular be immediately addressed to
the respective county medical societies, stating to them the
intentions of this Society and requesting them to join in

the above petition.
James Low,

: T. RomeEyy BECE.
QOctober 11th, 1813.

After undergoing discussion, the question was taken on .
the first article of the report, and a division being called
for, it passed in the affirmative in the manner following :

Aff. Dr. Beck, Dr. Cheney, Dr. IIyde, Dr. Lathrop, Dr.
Low, Dr. Wendell.

Neg. Dr. Johnson, Dr. Stearns, Dr. Van Deusen.

The 2d article was passed with the following amend-
ment, viz.: striking out the whole of the article after the
word “appeal” in the fourth line, and inserting * to any
medical institution within this state for examination.”
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The 3d, 4th, 5th, and 6th articles passed respectively
without amendment.

The question on the resolutions was then taken, and
they were passed.

The whole report was accepted; and in pursuance to the
first resolution, Drs. Low, Beck, and Lathrop were ap-
pointed a committee to draught a petition to the legislature.

Resolved, That a copy of the above report, as amended,
with preparatory remarks by the President, be the circular
to be addressed to the respective county societies.

The amendment to the by-laws proposed by Dr. Low at
the last stated meeting, was then discussed and, on a di-
vision, was rejected.

The by-law proposed by Dr. Stearns at the last stated
meeting, was then considered, and on a division was re-
jected. A motion was made by Dr. Van Deusen to recon-
sider the proceedings of the Society in July last, respect-
ing the election of officers at the anniversary meeting.

A division being called for, it passed in the negative in
the manner following :

Afl. Dr. Johnson, Dr, Stearns, Dr. Van Deusen.

Neg., Dr. Beck, Dr. Low, Dr. Wendell.

The President decided in the negative. Drs. Cheney,
Hyde, and Lathrop were excused from voting in conse-
quence of their being unacquainted with the merits of the
case.

Dr. Wendell read a dissertation on the stimulant effects
of cold.

Dr. Beck was appointed fo read a dissertation at the next
stated meeting. Adjourned.

T. Romeyy BEck, Secretary.

Annirersagy Meeting.

Jany. 11th, 1814,
Pursnant to ]_}ubllc notice, the Medical Sﬂcmty of the

County of Albany met at the Capitol at 11 o’clock A. M.
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-Present, Dr. Eights, Dr. Wendell, Dr. Low, Dr. Lathrop,
Dr. Stearns, Dr. Beck, Dr. Williams, Dr. Delamater, Dr.
Van Deusen.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The Society then proceeded to the election of officers,
and the following gentlemen were elected to the respect-
ive offices affixed to their names.

Dr. Jonathan Eights, President.

Dr. Erastus Williams, Vice- President.

Dr. T. Romeyn Beck, Secretary.

Dr. Peter Wendell, Treasurer.

Dr. James Low, Dr. Erastus Williams, Dr Oliver La-
throp, Dr. Peter Wendell, Dr. T. Romeyn Beck, Censors.
The following resolution was proposed and seconded:

Resolved, That although, in the opinion of this Society,
its rights and privileges have been infringed by a late de-
cision of the Medical Society of the State of New York,
and in consequence that the said State Society has for_
feited its claims to the respect in which it ought to be held,
yet since by a law of this state, every medical society is
entitled to send a delegate, therefore in order to prevent
the rights and privileges of the Medical Society of the
County of Albany from being totally neglected by the
State Society, be it

Resolved, That the Medical Society of the County of Al-
bany will elect a delegate to the Medical Society of the
State of New York. .

Resolved, That this resolution be added to the commis-

sion of the gentleman who shall be elected a delegate to
the State Society.

A division being called for on the above resolution, it
passed in the affirmative in manner following:

Aff. Dr. Low, Dr. Eights, Dr. Wendell, Dr. Beck, Dr.
Delamater. Neg. Dr. Stearns, Dr. Van Deusen.

Drs. Williams and Lathrop were excused from voting.

Dr. James Low was elected delegate to the Medical So-
ciety of the State of New York.
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A communication from the Medical Society of West-
chester county was read, stating their Cordial approbation
of the alteration proposed by this Society in the act regu-
lating the practice of physic and surgery, and instructing
their delegate to the Medical Society of the State of New
York to cotperate with the Albany Medical Society by all
honorable means to effect the same.

The committee, appointed to draught a petition to the le-
gislature, on the subject of the projected alterations in the
act regulating the practice of physic and surgery, reported
that by the advice of several distinguished legal characters,
they had prepared a bill to the above effect, comprehend-
ing the alterations desired, and that this bill would be pre-
gented to the legislature by way of petition.

Mr. Moses Kidder from the eounty of Hillsborough, N.
H., made application to be examined on physic and sur-
gery, and the Censors were directed to examine him as
soon as possible.

The following amendment to the by-laws was proposed
and seconded. Resolved, That see. 5th, art. 2d, of the by-
laws be amended so as to read as follows.

Candidates presenting themselves for examination shall
notify their intention to the President in writing, and the
Censors shall proceed, as soon as possible thereafter, to
their examination, and it shall be the duty of the Secretary
of the Society to give every member resident within the
city at least one day’s notice of such examination.

The Treasurer reports that there was at present in the
funds of the Society $36.25, and $7.50, due.

Dr. Van Deusen was at his own request dismissed from
the Society.

Dr. Eights was appointed to read a dissertation at the
next stated meeting. Adjourned,

T. RoMeYN BEck, Secretary.
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Albany, April 12th, 1814.

The Society met pursuant to public notice. Present,
Dr. Eights, Dr. Low, Dr. Stearns, Dr. Wendell, Dr. John-
son, Dr. Beck.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and ap-
proved.

The amendment to the by-laws proposed at the last
meeting was adopted in the following words.

¢ Candidates presenting themselves for examination shall
notify their intention in writing to the President, and the
Censors shall proceed as soon as possible thereafter to
their examination, and it shall be optional with any mem-
ber of the Society to attend such examination.”

A letter from the Medical Society of the County of Sen-
eca, was read, stating their agreement in the alterations
in the “act for regulating the practice of physic and sur-
gery,” proposed by this Society.

The committee appointed to present a petition to the
legislature, reported that in consequence of the State Med-
ical Bociety adopting several important amendments pro-
posed by the Society, they had conecluded it impolitic to
present the petition at the present session.

The following amendment to the by-laws was proposed
and seconded.

Resolved, That sec. 6th, art. 4th, be amended in the
following manner, o that the last clause shall read thus:

“ Any member who shall hold professional correspond-
ence, or give counsel with such person or persons so ex-
pelled, shall be subject to the same penalty.”

LResolved, That Drs. Beck, Stearns, and Wendell, be a
committee to inquire what alterations are proper to be
made in the by-laws of the Society, and that they report at
the next stated meeting.

Dr. Hyde was appointed to read a dissertation at the
next stated meeting. Adjourned.

T. RomeyN Beck, Secretary.
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9 Albany, July 12th, 1814.
A quorum not appearing, the Society adjourned.

Albany, Oct. 10th, 1814.
A quorum not appearing, the Society adjourned.

Anniversary Meeting.

Albany, Jany. 10th, 1815.
A quornm not appearing, the Society adjourned.

No quorum appeared at the quarterly meetings of the
Medical Society during the year 1815.

Anniversary Meeting.
Jany. Oth, 1816,

The Society met, pursnant to publie notice. Present,
Dr. Williams, V. P., Dr. Stearns, r. Wendell, Dr. Beck,
and Dr. Wing, a member of the Med. Soc. of Columbia
County.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

Dr. Platt Williams of Albany, and Dr. Moses Brownell
of Berne, having been duly proposed, were unanimously
elected members of the Society.

Resolved, That all debts at present due to the Society by
its members, be and they are hereby remitted in full until
the 1st of January, 1816.

The Treasurer reported that there remained in his
hands of unexpended moneys, the sum of twelve dollars
and fifty cents. The report was accepted. Adjourned
until half past five I. M.

Half past five P. M.

Present,.Dr. Erastus Williams, Dr. Wendell, Dr. Wing,
Dr. P. Williams, Dr. Beck, Dr. Stearns.

Dr. Stearns, from the committee appointed for that pur-
pose, reported that in their opinion, the 1st article of the
sixth section, and the latter clause of the fourth article of
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the same section, being all the words after the word * ex-
pulsion,” should be expunged; whereupon,

Resolved, That the above report be accepted,

Dr. Stearns from the same committee, reported that in
their opinion the 1st article of the first section of the by-
laws should be altered, by striking out all the words, after
the word “business ;" whereupon,

Resolved, That the said report be accepted.

The Society thereupon proceeded to the election of offi-
cers, when the following gentlemen were duly elected to
the offices affixed to their names.

Dr. Jonathan Eights, President.

Dr. John Stearns, Vice- President,

Dr. Peter Wendell, Secrefary.

Dr. Joel A. Wing, Treasurer.

Dr. John Stearns, Dr. James Low, Dr. Erastus Wil-
liams, Dr. Platt Williams, Dr. T. Romeyn Beck, Cerisors.

It having been intimated to the Society, that Dr. Low
has resigned his seat as delegate to the Medical Society of
the State of New York, it was thereupon,

Resolved, That in case such be the fact, Dr. Beck be and
he is hereby appointed delegate to the Medical Society of
the State of New York.

The following resolution from the Society for the pro-
motion of useful arts, was presented by the Secretary. °

In Society, Deec. 12th, 1815,
Resolved, That the Medical Society of the County of Al-
bany be and it is hereby allowed to use the chambers of
thiz Society for their meetings, provided they do not inter-
fere with those of this body, and that the Rec. Secretary
furnish the President with a copy of this resolution.

(A copy.)
‘T. R. Beck, Rec. Secretary.

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to address a
6
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circular letter to the praeticing physicians in the county of
Albany, requesting their attention to the utility of the
Medical Society, and inviting their attendance.

Resolrved, That Drs. Stearns and Wing be the committee

for that purpose.
Adjourned.

Albany, April 9th, 1816.

The Society met pursuant to public notice. Present,
Dr. Beck, Dr. Eights, Dr. Low, Dr. Wing, I}r Johnson,
Dr. Wendell.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The President informed the Society that Doctor Israel
Dey had been examined since our last meeting, and per-
mitted to practice.
~ Dr. Beck read an essay on mfa.utmde
_ Dr. Low gave notice that he would at the next meeting
of the Society read to them an account of a female patient
that had been laboring under extreme paralysis of the
bladder.

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to address a
circular to the presidents of the several county medical so-
cieties throughout the state relative to the attendance of
students on medical lectures.

Resolved, That Doctors Low, Beck, and Wing be a com-
mittee for that purpose.

Adjourned.

Albany, July 9h.
A quorum not appearing the Society adjourned.

Albany, October 8th, 1816.
The Society met pursuant to public notice. Present,
Drs. Eights, Stearns, Beck, Johnson, Wing, and Wendell.
The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.
The following resolution was offered and seconded.
Resolved; That——be a committee to call upon the clerk
of the county and ascertain the names of the medical gen-
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tlemen whose diplomas have been registered in his office
since the passing of the law of 1813 regulating the practice
of physie and surgery.

Resolved, That Drs. Beck and Wing be this committee.

Dr. Stearns proposed Drs. Vought,* Veits, and Freeman
as members of this Society.

The President proposed Mr. Foster from "Vermunt for
examination.

Dr. Beck proposed Doctor Brownell of this city as a
member of this Society.

Resolved, That the Society adjourn until the 4th Tues-
day of this month at three o'clock P. M.

Adjourned.

Albany, October 22d, 1816.

‘The Society met pursuant to adjournment.

Doctor Wing, from the committee appointed to examine
the records in the office of the clerk of this county relative
to diplomas, or licenses, submitted the clerk’s report, which
is as follows:

City and county of Albany, clerk’s office.

I do certify that upon diligent search in-said office it ap-
peared that Israel Dey, did, on the 21st day of Febrnary,
in the year 1816, file in said office a certificate authorizing
him to practice physic and surgery. That on the 10th
day of October, 1816, George Upfold did file a copy of a
diploma authorizing him to practice physic and surgery.
That on the 15th day of October, 1816, Samuel Free-
man did file a copy of a diploma authorizing him to prac-
tice physic and surgery. And that on the 17th day of Oc-
tober, 1816, Richmond Brownell did file a copy of his di-
ploma aunthorizing him to practice physic and surgery,
and that there appeared to be no other certificates or copies

# Dr. Vought feems never to have met with the Society, and no knowledge

can now be gained of him. His residence in the city or county must have
been brief.
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of diplomas on file of the same import since April 10th,
1813. :
Given under my hands this 19th day of October, 1816.
Horatio MercuANT, Dep. Clerk.

Doctors Brownell,* Freeman, and Upfold, were ad-
mitted members of this Society. The following resolu-
tion was offered and carried unanimously.

Resolved, That the President of this Society request the
overseer of the poor of this city to present according to law
such persons as are practicing physic in this county,
whose certificates or diplomas (if any they have) are not
filed in the clerk’s office of this county.

Adjourned.
Perer WENDELL, Secretary.

Anniversary Meeting.
Jany. 14th, 1817.

Pursuant to public notice the Society met at the Capitol
at 11 o'clock A. M. Present, Dr. Stearns, Dr. Brownell,
Dr. Eights, Dr. Upfold, Dr. Low, Dr. Williams, Dr. Wing,
Dr. Wendell.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The Society then proceeded to the election of officers
and the following gentlemen were elected to the respective
offices affixed to their names.

Dr. John Stearns, President.

Dr. James Low, Vice- President.

Dr. Peter Wendell, Secretary.

Dr. Joel A. Wing, Treasurer.

Doctors Low, Wendell, Beck, P. Williams, Wing, Cen-
S07'S.

Doctor Jonathan Eights not having been reélected Pres-
ident, was at his own request dismissed from this Society.

¥ Richmond Brownell is a brother to the Rt. Rev. Thomas C. Brownell of
Connecticut, and now resides at Providence, R. L., at an advanced age.

1 Dr. George Upfold afterwards studied theology, and became a candidate
for Holy Orders, and is now the Ri. Rev. Bishop Upfold of Indiana.
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The Treasurer reported that there remained in his hands
the sum of five dollars, twenty-five cents of unappropriated
moneys, which report was accepted.

The following resolution was offered and agreed to.

Resolved, That Doctors Beck and Wing be a committee -
to draught a petition to be presented to the Hon. Legisla-
ture relative to the amendment contemplated by this Soci-
ety to the act regulating the practice of physic and surgery.

Adjourned.

Perer WENDELL, Secretary.

Resolved, That Doctors Low and Wing be a committee
to presentat the next meeting of this Society a report rela-
tive to medical consultation fees, collections, &e.

Albany, April 8th, 1817.
A quorum not being present the members adjourned.

Albany, July 8th, 1817.

The Society met pursuant to public notice.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

Doctor Thos. J. Gibbons was unanimously elected a
member of this Society.

Doctor Low as chairman of the committee appointed to
draught a code of medical police for this city reported (in
part) which was accepted. :

Resolved, That the above committee be authorized to
prepare the report on medical police complete, and when
the same is done that they be requested to present the same
to the several physicians of this city for their algnatures.

Adjourned.

PEeTER WEHDELL, Seeretary.

October 14th, 1817.
The Society met pursuant to public notice. Present.
Doctors Stearns, Wendell, Beck, Low, Wing.
The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.
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Doctor Low, as chairman, appointed to report a code of
medieal police for this Society, reported that after maturely
reflecting on the subject, he as chairman of that committee
declined having any further agency in the business.

Lesolved, That the report be accepted.

Adjourned.

PereEr WENDELL Secretary.
Anniversary Meeting. i
Jany. 13th, 1818,

PiESEHt Doctors Stearns, Williams, Beck, Wendell, P.
Williams, 'Wl ng, Upfold.

‘The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The Society then proceeded to the choice of officers for
the ensuing year. |

Upon canvassing the ballots the following gentlemen
were elected to the offices affixed to their respective names,
viz:

Dr. John Stearns, President.

Dr. James Low, Vice-President.

Dr. Peter Wendell, Seeretary.

Dr. J. A. Wing, Treasurer.

Dr. James Low, Peter Wendell, T. Romeyn Beck, Platt
Williams, Erastus Williams, Censors.

Doctor Wendell was elected delegate to the State Medi-
cal Society.

Resolved, That this Society still consider the amendment
proposed by them to the act regulating the practice of
physic and surgery as all important to the respectability
and usefulness of the profession, and that therefore the
President and Seccretary are authorized to sign a petition
to that effect to be presented to the legislature as the act
of this Society, in case they shall Judge it expedient.

Adjourned.
Perer WENDELL, Seerelary.

Albany, April 14th.
A quorum not appearing, the members adjourned.
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Albany, July 14th, 1818,

The Society met pursuant to public notice.

The Secretary reports that since the last meeting of the
Society, Lewis C. Beck, Charles Martin, and Wm. Cham-
bers have been examined by the Censors and admitted to
practice.

Resolved, Thata committee be appointed to examine the
certificates filed in the clerk’s office of this ecounty by the
physicians and surgeons agreeably to the law regulating
the practice of physic and surgery, and if they can ascer-
tain by such examination, or otherwise that any one prae-
ticing physic or surgery without being duly licensed, that
they be directed to notify such practitioners of their de-
linquenecy, and to request them to file copies of their cer-
tificates as the law direets; and if they shall refuse or neg-
lect to comply with their requisition within the time speci-
fied by the said committee or shall acknowledge that they
have never received any such license to practice, it shall
then be the duty of the said committee to publish the names
of such illegal practitioners in the different papers of this

city.
- Resolved, That Drs. Beck, Wendell, Platt Williams,
Erastus Williams, Hyde, and Johnson be that committee.
Resolved, That the proceedings be published.
Adjourned.

October, 1818.
The Society met at the Capitol, but a quorum not ap-
pearing, the members adjourned.

Anniversary Meeting.
January, 1819.
The Sﬂmety met at the Capitol, agreeably to publie no-
tice, but a quorum not appearing, the members adjourned.

April 13th, 1819.
The Society met at the Capitol pursuant to public no-
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tice, and admittance not being attainable to the rooms in
which the Society usnally met, they adjourned to the office
of Doctor Joel A. Wing.

The Secretary not being present, Dr. Wing was chosen
Secretary pro tempore.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

Doctor Beck, from the committee appointed, in April,
1818, to examine the records in the county clerk’s office
respecting the filing of copies of licenses to practice physie
and surgery agreeably to the statute of 1817-18, reported
as follows:

“The committee appointed to examine the certificates,
on file in the clerk’s office by practitioners, report that all
the physicians and surgeons within the city had filed copies
of their licenses or diplomas, with the exception of Dr.
Daniel James, who had filed a certificate of membership of
the Massachusetts Medical Society, and Dr. De Garmo,
who had filed a certificate of membership of the Washing-
ton County Medical Society; neither of which, however, in
the opinion of the committee entitles them to practice.”

Llesolved, That the report be accepted, and that a com-
mittee be appointed to consult some counselor at law
whether the above certificates are a sufficient license for
practicing physie and surgery, and also that they ascertain
whether a diploma from the College of Physicians and
Surgeons at New York, without having studied physic and
surgery three years, according to the statute, is legal.

Resolved, That Drs. Wm. Bay, T. R. Beck, and Platt
Williams be that committee, and that they draw on the
Treasurer for the expenses that may be incurred.

Doctor Caleb Woodward,* of the city of Albany, having
been proposed for a membership at a previous meetin g of
the Society, was balloted for and unanimously elected a
member of this Society.

—— —

#Dr. Woodward’s name is in the Directory for 1819, but found at no sub-
sequent date. This is the only knowledge of him to be gained.
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" Dr. John Stearns gave notice that before the next meet-
ing of the Society, he shall have removed from this county,
and requested his dismission.

Resolved, That Dr. Stearns’s resignation be accepted,
and that the Secretary prepare and present to Dr. Stearns
a certificate of membership before his departure.

Adjourned.

JOEL A. an; Secretary, pro tempore.

Albany, May 11th, 1319.

A special meeting of the Society was called by the Pre-
sident, but a- quorum not appearing, the members ad-
journed.

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to revise the by-
laws of this Society, in such manner as to make them con-
formable to the lafe laws of the state, “regulating the prac-
tice of physic and surgery,” and that the committee report
at the next stated meeting of the Society.

Resolved, That Drs. T. R. Beck, P. Williams, and J. A.
Wing be the above committee.

[Nore. The above resolutions were passed April 18th, 1819, and omitted
by mistake.]

Albany, July 13th, 1819.

The Society met pursnant to public notice. Present,
Drs. James Low, Wm. Bay, Jont. Eights, Platt Williams,
and J. A. Wing.

Dr. Ashbel Webster, having been proposed at a previous
meeting of the Society, was balloted for and unanimously
elected a member. Dr. William Humphrey was proposed
by Dr. J. Eights for membership. Dr. Charles Martin
was proposed in the same manner, by Dr. Low. Dr. John
James also applied to the President, requesting that he be
admitted a member of this Society. On this last there
was some discussion but no decision was made.

Resolved, That Drs. Low, Wing, and Eights be added to
T



50 Axxars or THE MEDICAL SOCIETY

the committee appointed April 15th, 1819, to consult some

counselor at law, &e.
In October 1819, no meeting of the Society was held.

Albany, Nov. 18th, 1819.

The Society met at the office of Joel A. Wing. Present,
Jas. Low, Wm. Bay, Jonathan Eights, Wm. Humphrey,
Joel A. Wing, and Peter Wendell.

The President pro tem., Doctor Low, stated that the ob-
ject of the meeting was to ascertain the feelings and deter-
mination of the members relative to the case of De Garmo.

After some desultory conversation, the following resolu-
tion was agreed to:

Resolved, That the President pro fem. be requested to di-
rect 8. 8. Lush, Esq., to defend this Society in the case of
the Society versus De Garmo.

After some conversation relative to the funds of the So-
ciety, it was unanimously agreed that all debts due to
this Society from members previous to April last, would
be considered as paid, in order that the members should be
placed on footing with all the practicing physicians in the
county.

Resolved, That the Secretary and Treasurer adopt a
mode for the collection of fhnds due to the Society agree-
ably to statutes.

Adjourned.
Prrer WENDELL, Secretary.

Anniversary Meeting.
January 11th, 1820.
The Society met at the Capitol agreeably to previous
notice. A quorum not appearing, the members adjourned.

January 12th.
The Society met in their chamber at 8 o’clock P. M.
Present, James Low, Wm. Bay, Joel A. Wing, Platt Wil-
liams, Ashbel Webster, William Humphrey, and Peter
Wendell.
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Resolved, That the Society proceed to make choice of a
President, that office being vacated by the removal by
Doctor John Stearns to the city of New York. TUpon can-
vassing the votes it appeared that James Low was unani-
mously elected.

Resolved, That we proceed to the choice of a Vice-Pre-
gident, that office being vacated in consequence of the
election of Doctor James Low as President. Upon can-
vassing the votes it appeared that Doctor Wm. Bay was
unanimously elected Vice-President.

Resolved, That the SBociety make choice of a Librarian.
Upon canvassing the votes it appeared that Platt Williams
was unanimously elected as Librarian,

Doector John James and Doctor Roger Viets, having been
proposed as members of this Society at some previous
meeting, were balloted for and unanimously elected.

The Treasurer reports that there remained in the treas-
ury on the 10th inst., three dollars and thirty-seven cents,
and that all demands against this Society were canceled,
excepting a bill for printing in favor of Messrs. Webster
and Skinners.

Adjourned.
Perer WENDELL, Secretary.

Anniversary Meeting.
January 9th, 1821.

The Society met in their chamber agreeably to statute.
Present, Doctors Eights, Bay, Beck, Brownell, Humphrey,
Webster, and Wendell. The minutes of the last meeting
~were read and approved. The next business in order was
the election of officers, and first of President; upon can-
vassing the ballots, it appeared that

Dr. Jonathan Eights was elected President.

Dr. William Bay, Vice-Presidend.

Dr. Peter Wendell, Secretary.

Dr. Joel A. Wing, Treasurer.

Drs. Eights, Beck, P. Williams, E. Williams, Wing,
Censors.
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Dr. Platt Williams was elected Librarian.

It appearing from the report of the Treasurer that there
is the sum of fifteen dollars paid into the Treasury for the
annual tax directed by law.

Lesolved, That——Dbe a committee to report to this So-
ciety what books it would be proper to purchase with the
above sum.

Resolved, That Doctors Wendell, Beck, and Humphrey
be that committee.

Resolved, That the committee likewise devise a plan for
the purpose of distributing the books.

Resolved, That Doctors Beck and Wing report at our
next meeting the expense of publishing one hundred copies
of our by-laws as amended.

Doctors Van OLinda, Hallenbeck, and Spalding were
admitted as members of the Society.

- Adjourned to meet on the 13th inst.
Perer WENDELL, Secretary.

January 13th, 1821.

The Society met pursuant to adjournment. Doctor
Barent P. Staats reported himself, and was admitted as a
member.,

Doctor Beck, from the committee appointed on the sub-
ject of a library, reported; That in the opinion of the com-
mittee it would be proper to purchase the following books
with the funds now in the hands of the Society and also
with such as may be received by the Treasurer during the
current year. Viz:

New England Journal of Medicine and Surgery.

Price, $2.25
Chapman’s Medical Journal, 2.00
Philadelphia Medical Recorder, 8.00
New York Medical Repository, 3.00
Edinburg Medical and Surgical Journal, 6.00

Total, $21.25
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All of the above to commence with the first numbers of
avolume as near to the present time as may be attainable.

Thompson’s Lectures on Inflammation, $3.50
Orfile on Poisons, 1.00
Duncan on-Consumption, 873
Pemberton, on Diseases of the Abdominal Viscera, 1.50
Caldwell's Cullen Practice, 6.50
Barton’s Cullen Practice Materia Medica, 5.00
Batterman’s Synopsis, 2.75

Total, $21.12}

The committee propose the following regulations for
the library. That all persons who have paid the annual
tax be entitled to the use of the library.

Second. No more than a single volume or pamphlet
to be taken by a person at the same time.

Third. Members not residents within the city shall be
allowed to retain a book or pamphlet six weeks, and all

others a fortnight. '

Fourth. A fine of two cents per day shall be paid for
every day that a book is detained beyond the above time,

Fifth. All damage done to books or pamphlets shall
be assessed by the Librarian, and the amount collected
from the person who held the book during the time it re-
ceived the injury.

Resolved, That the Treasurer be ordered to purchase the
above works as expeditiously as the funds in his hands
wiil admit.

Resolved, That the Treasurer purchase the three first
volumes of the Medical Recorder out of any funds in the
treasury not otherwise appropriated.

Adjourned.

PerEr WENDELL, Secrefary.
April 9th, 1821.

The Medical Society met at the Capitol pursuant to ad-

journment.
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Doctor Clement of Coyemans, made application to the
Society in writing stating his wish to become a member.

Resolved, That Dr. Clement be admitted a member.

Doctors C. C. Yates and 8. S. Treat were elected mem-
bers by request.

The Secretary reported that since the last meeting of
the Society, Joseph I. Elmore, and Abraham Hogeboom
had been examined and admitted to practice according to
law.,

HResolved, That the Secretary make out a roll of all the
members of this Society, and that the same be called at
the opening of every meeting of the Society and that every
non-attending member be fined according to law,

Adjourned.

PereEr WENDELL, Seeretary.

July 10th, 1821.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The roll being called, Drs. Eights, Bay, Wendell, Spald-
ing, Van OLinda, and Humphrey were present.

And Doctors Beck, E. Williams, P. Williams, Yates,
Brownell, Wing, Johnson, Webster, Low, Treat, John
James, Ch. Martin, Staats, Viets, Hallenbake, Clement,
Hyde, absent, and were each fined twenty-five cents agree-
ably to law. The Society after some desultory conversa-
tion on Medical cases,

Adjourned.
Prrer WENDELL, Secretary.

: October 9th, 1821.
A quorum not appearing, there was from necessity no
meeting of the Society.
Perer WENDELL, Secretary.

Anniversary Meeling.
Albany, Jany. 8th, 1822,
The Society met pursuant to statute. All the members

present excepting Doctors Beck, Hyde, Johnson, Low,

-
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John James, Clement, Martin, and Brownell. The Secre-
tary reported that Hazael Kane, Richard Bury, Rufus In-
gersoll, and Valentine Dennick had been examined by the
Censors, and admitted to practice since the last meeting
of the Society, the moneys arising from the same were
paid to the Treasurer, Doctor Wing.

The President presented a bill of costs from D. L. Van
Der Heyden amounting to 825, which was ordered to be
paid.

Resolved, That the Society now proceed to the election
of officers for the ensuing year, and first of President.

Dr. C. C. Yates was elected President.

Dr. Wm. Bay, Vice- President.

Dr. Wm. Humphrey, Secretary.

Dr. Joel A. Wing, Treasurer.

Dr. Platt Williams, Librarian.

Doctors Erastus Williams, Platt Williams, Jonathan
Eights, Joel A. Wing, and Saml. 8. Treat, Censors.

Doctor Jonathan Eights was elected Delegate to the
State Medical Society.

The committee for the purchase of books were continued
in operation for the ensuing year.

Resolved, That the Treasurer’s report be entered on the
minutes.

The Treasurer of the Albany County Medical Society,
respectfully reports, that at the annual meeting of the So-
ciety in January 1820 there remained in the treasury $2.75.

A resolution was then passed that all debts due from in-
dividuals should be remitted and the accounts should
begin de novo. It was further resolved that the entire
amount of taxes (authorized by the law of 1819) should be
appropriated to the purchase of books, &e., for the benefit
of said Society from that time to the present. The follow-
ing bills have been presented for payment and have been
discharged, viz.:

Mr. Hochstrasser's bill as messenger in 1820, one dollar
(see bill) $1.00,
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Jesse Buel's bill for advertising in February, 1820, (see
bill,) $1.75.

Judge R. 8. Treat’s bill (see bill) $6.30.

Webster & Skinners’ bill for advertising in 1819 (see bill)
$13.621.

Joel A. Wing’s bill (for postage in 1820) 75.

Webster & Skinners’ bill for printing by-laws in 1821
(see bill) §6.00.

Henry Hochstrasser’s bill for door keeping in 1821 (see
bill) $1.00. In all $30.411.

From this amount deduet the sum remaining in the
treasury in 1820, $2.37}, and $10 received from the Secre-
tary in April last, there remains a balance due from the So-
ciety of $18.05.

There has this day, Jany. 8th, 1822, been received from
the Secretary $20, which pays the debt due from the Soci-

ety to the Treasurer and leaves a balance of $1.95 in the
treasury.

The whole amount of taxes collected by the Treasurer
since Janunary 1820 is sixty dollars ($60.00) of which $54 has
been collected since the last anniversary meeting. The
Treasurer is happy to state that there remains but six de-
linquents in the county; of which two are in the city and
four in the country towns. :

It was not deemed proper to commence suits against
these, presuming that they will pay their arrears with
promptitude as soon as they are aware of the manner.in
which the moneys thus collected are appropriated, and of
the beneficial results which cannot fail to attend. Out of
the above sum of $60, the following books have been pur-
chased and placed in the hands of the Librarian for the
use of the members of the Society, viz.: Thompson’s Leet-
ures on Inflammation, 1 vol. Orfile on Poisons, 1 vol. Dun-
can on Consumption, 1 vol. Pemberton on Diseases of the.
Abdominal Viscera, 1 vol. Caldwell’s Cullen Practice, 2




oF THE CoUNTY 0oF ALBANY. 57

vols. Barton’s Cullen’s Materia Medica, 2 vols. Batter-
man’s Synopsis, 1 vol. Accum on the Adulteration of
Food, 1vol. New York Medical Repository, 5nos. Phila-
delphia Medical Recorder, 4 nos. Chapman’s Med. and
Surgery, 4 nos., and 1 Blank Book, in all (vols. and nos.)
29 books.

On all the medical works received in numbers, one year’s
subscription has been paid, with the exception of the Med-
ical Recorder, which has been omitted by mistake. I was
directed by the Society to subseribe for, and procure the
Edinburgh Medical and Surgical Journal, but I have not
been able to procure it. It will be perceived by the accom-
panying bills and receipts that $29.25 only has been paid
for the above books; add to this $2.41 paid as postage on
the numbers as they have been received, and there will re-
main now in the treasury of the fund exclusively appropri-
ated to the purchase of books 828.34, besides a tax now
due of one dollar each on 44 practicing physicians; and
$11 not yet collected of the tax of 1820 and 21: thus mak-
ing our fund for the purchase of books for the ensuing year
at a moderate computation something more than sixty dol-
lars. '

All which is respectfully submitted.

J. A. Wixe, Treasurer.

A substitute to the 3d Art. of 3d Sect. of the by-laws
was read and approved, viz: in case any member of this
Society shall fail to attend the regular state meetings of
the same, he shall forfeit and pay to the Treasurer for the
use of said Society, if a resident of the city, 50 cents; those
of the country 25 cents.

Resolved, That the Secretary furnish the Treasurer with
a list of the names of all the members who have been fined
at each meeting, within two weeks after such meeting for

collection.
8
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Dr. Valentine Dennick of the town of Beth]ehem was
then proposed by Dr. J. Eights for a membership.

Adjourned. ‘
WitLian HumpHREY, Secretary.

At an extra meeting of the Albany County Medical So-
ciety, held Feb. 4th, 1822, it was resolved that the members
of this Society wear crape on the left arm for the space of
thirty days as a tribute of respect to the memory of their
late deceased fellow member, Dr. James Low.

Wirriam HumpHREY, Secrefary.

At a special meeting of the Albany County Medical So-
ciety held pursuant to notice at the Capitol, on Monday
the 18th of March, 1822, Present, Drs. Yates, Bay, Eights,
Wendell, Beek, Staats, and Viets.

A copy of the New York Evening Post of the 13th of
March instant, was presented, and the attention of the So-
ciety was directed to the remonstrance of sundry physicians
in.the city of New York against the medical bill now pend-
ing before the legislature published in said paper. The
following sentence it was stated demanded their attention.

In one society (meaning a county medical one) it was
seriously debated whether the money thus raised by the
dollar tax should not be appropriated to the purchase of
liquor. iy

A letter from a physician in the city of New York, wa
then presented and read, stating that on inquiry he had as-
certained that the Society referred to above, was the Al-
bany County Medical Society, and that the authority for
this charge was Dr. Willard. Whereupon,

Resolved, That this Society view with contempt and in-
dignation, the calumny said to be propagated aghinst it
by a certain Dr. Willard, whom it is presumed is Moses
Willafd late of this eity.

Resolved, That the funds of this Society have ever been
faithfully applied from year to year, in compliance with

e s o il i
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the law, to the purchase of books, and that no member of
this Sﬂei:ety has ever heard that so unwise and ridiculous a
proposition was ever contemplated or spoken of as is stated
in the Neww York Evening Post.

Resolved, That the insinuation contained in said remon-
strance against the Albany County Medical Society is false
and malicious, totally destitute of the shadow of truth, and
disgraceful to the author and the propagators of it.

Resolved, That this Society highly approve of the medi-
cal bill introduced into the legislature by Mr. Verplanck,
and that the President and Secretary be directed to com-
municate to him a copy of this resolution.

The above resolutions having been unanimously adopted

the Society adjourned.
. WiLLiam HuMpHREY, Seerefary.

April 9th, 1822,

The Society met pursuant to public notice. The roll
being called, Drs. Eights, E. Williams, Wing, Humphrey,
and Webster were present, and Drs. Yates, Bay, Wendell,
Beck, P. Williams, Spalding, Van OLinda, Johnson,
Hyde, John James, Brownell, Clement, Treat, Hallenbake,
Staats, and Viets were absent.

The President and Vice-President being absent, Dr. E.
Williams was called to the chair.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

Dr. J. Eights presented three papers from Robert W.
Harvey of this county, requesting information concerning
the practice of physie and surgery, which were referred to
the Board of Censors.

Dr. Valentine Dennick* having been proposed at a pre-
vious meeting was balloted for, and unanimously elected a

member.

Adjourned.
Wirriam HuMPHREY, Secretary.

# Dr. Dennick practiced in Bethlehem until his death, but there are no
dates to be found by which to fix the time of that event, or that of his birth.
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July 9th, 1822.

- The Society met pursuant to public notice. The roll
being called, Drs. Eights, Spalding, Wing, Staats, Viets,
Van OLinda, and Humphrey were present, and all the rest
were absent. The President and Vice-President being
absent, Dr. Eights was elected President pro fem.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.
No business coming before the Society they adjourned.
‘Wn. HumpHREY, Secrelary.

October 8th, 1822,
The Society met pursuant to public notice. The roll be-
ing called, Drs. Bay, Eights, Spalding, Viets, Staats, Wing,
and Humphrey were bresent. Drs. Wendell, Beck, P.
Williams, Van OLinda, E. Williams, Johnson, Webster, -
Hyde, Brownell, Clement, Treat, Hallenbake, and Den-
nick were absent. The President being absent the Vice-

* President took the chair.

Dr. Eights offered the following resolution.

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Society be directed
to cause 200 notices to be' printed of the guarterly meet-
ings of the Society, and that he be directed to serve each
member residing in the ecity with one of said notices pre-
vions to each meeting of the Society, and the expense at-
tending the same be paid by the city members.

The Bociety after making a few desultory remarks on
medical cases adjourned.

‘W, Humpnrey, Secrefary.

Amnniversary Meeling.

Albany, Jany. 14th, 1823.
The Society met pursuant to statute. The roll being
called, Drs. Bay, Wendell, Wing, Eights, P. Williams,
Spalding, Van OLinda, Treat, Staats, Viets and Humphrey
were present. Doctors Beck, Hyde, E. Williams, John-
son, Brownell, Clement, Hallenbake, and Dennick were ab-



oF THE CoUNTY OoF ALBANY. 61

sent. The President being absent, the Vice-President
took the chair.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

Drs. Alden March, and Lewis C. Beck of this city were
proposed (by Dr. J. A. Wing) as members of this Society,
who being duly balloted for, were unanimouvsly elected.

The Treasurer’s report was read and a committee ap-
pointed, consisting of Drs. Eights, Wendell and March to
examine 1t and report at the next quarterly meeting.

The Society then proceeded to the election of officers
for the ensuing year.

Dr. William Bay was elected President.

Dr. Jonathan Eights, Vice- President.

Dr. William Humphrey, Secretary.

Dr. Joel A. Wing, Treasurer.

Dr. Platt Williams, Librarian.

Drs. Jonathan Eights, Erastus Williams, Platt Williams,
Saml. 8. Treat, and Joel A. Wing, Censors.

Dr. Wing offered the following resolution and was ac-
cepted.

Resolved, That the Librarian be instructed to cause the
books now unbound in his hands, to be bound in a plain
and substantial manner, and send the bill to the Treasurer
for payment, and that he be also instructed to procure a
plain and substantial book case, for the purpose of secur-
ing the library in a more cffectual manner, this also to be
paid out of the library fund.

The Society adjourned.

Wirrtianm HumpHrEy, Secretary.

April 8th, 1823,
The Society met pursnant to public notice. The roll
being called Drs. Beck, Brownell, Clement, Dennick,
Hallenbake, Hyde, Johnson, Spalding, Van OLinda, Web-
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ster, Wendell Wing, and E. Williams were absent. Pre-
sent, Drs. Bay, Eights, L. C. Beck, March, Staats, Treat,
Viets, P. Williams, and Humphrey.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The committee appointed to examine the Treasurer’s re-
port not being ready were granted leave to report at the
next quarterly meeting.

By request of Dr. T. Romeyn Beck it was resolved
that he be exonerated from the fines attending this Soci-
ety.

Dr. Eights gave notice that he would at the next quar-
terly meeting read a communication on some medical
subject. : '

Adjourned.
W. HumrHREY, Secretary.

The Secretary reports that since the last meeting of the
Society, Joseph Koon has been examined by the Censors
and admitted to practice. The money arising from the
same was paid to the Treasurer, Dr. Wing.

July 8th, 1823,

The Society met pursuant to notice. The roll being
called Drs. Bay, L. C. Beck, March, Staats, Treat, Viets,
Van OLinda, Wendell, Wing, and Humphrey were pre-
sent. Absent, Drs. Eights, Brownell, Clement, Dennick,
Hallenbake, Hyde, Johnson, James, Spalding, Webster,
E. Williams, and P. Williams.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

A letter from Horatio Gates Spaftord being read it was
referred to a committee consisting of Drs. Wendell, March,
and Beck.

Dr. John W. Bay of this city being proposed (by Dr.
Treat) as a member of this Society, on being duly balloted
for was unanimously elected.

The following resolution was laid before the Bociety

and passed.
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Resolved, That the Treasurer forthwith notify those
practicing physicians, who are delinquent to this Society
for taxes and fines, of the amount of such fines and taxes,
and unless they are paid to the Treasurer, on or before
the 2d Tuesday of October next, the Treasurer shall then
proceed to colleet the above fines and taxes by law.

The Medical Ethies of the State Medical Society being
read, the following resolution was offered.

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed, con-
sisting of Drs. Wendell, Beck, and Wing, to examine
the code of Medical Ethies, submitted to this Society from
the State Medical Society, and report to the Society at
their next meeting any objections or alterations which in
their opinion may be necessary.

Dr. March read a communication on the morbid pel-
vie viscera of a female subject who died of an affection of
the organs of generation. It was moved and seconded
that the communication be deposited in the archives of
the Society, which was done accordingly.

Adjourned. .

Ww. HumpHREY, Secretary.

October 14th, 1823,

The Society met pursuant to notice. The roll being
called Drs. Eights, L. C. Beck, March, Spalding, Staats,
Treat, Viets, Van OLinda, Wendell, P. Williams, J. W.
Bay, and Humphrey, were present. Absent, Drs. W.
Bay, Brownpell, Clement, Dennick, Hallenbake, Hyde,
Johnson, James, Webster, E. Williams, and Wing.

The President and Vice-President being absent, Dr,
Spalding was elected President pro fem.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The committee appointed to examine the code of Medi-
cal Ethics adopted by the State Medical Society beg leave
to state, that they have had the same under consideration
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and ask for further time to make their report, which was
done accordingly.

The following amendment to the first article, of the 51;11
section, was laid before the Society, viz: every candidate
receiving a diploma, shall pay a fee to the Treasurer of
this Bociety for its use not less than five dollars; and the
sum of two dollars to each of the censors previous to the
examination.

The Society having some conversation on the act to in-
corporate medical societies for the purpose of regulating
the practice of physic and surgery, passed April 20th, 1818,
by the legislature of the state of New York, Dr. Eights
was appointed to wait upon the attorney general and
receive his opinion concerning that act and report at the
next meeting,.

Adjourned.

W, Hunrnrey, Seeretary.

The Secretary reports that since the last meeting of the
Society, Palmer C. Dorr has been examined by the Censors
and‘admitted to practice physic and surgery. The money
received for a diploma I have paid to the Treasurer, Dr.
Wing.

Anniversary Meeting.
Albany, Jany. 13th, 1824.

The Society met pursuant to notices. The roll being
called, Drs. W. Bay, Eights, L. C. Beck, Clement, James,
March, Spalding, Staats, Treat, Viets, Van OLinda, Web-
ster, Wendell, Wing, J. W. Bay, and Humphrey, were
present. Drs. Brownell, Dennick, Hallenbake, Hyde,
Johnson, E. Williams, and P. Williams were absent.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The President having read a list of practicing physicians

who had filed certificates, it was referred to the Treasurer,
Dr. Wing.
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The committee appointed to examine the Treasurer’s
report made at the last anniversary meeting, report that
they have examined the same and find it correct and cor-

responding with the vouchers.
J. Erenrs, Chairman.

The committee appointed to obtain the opinion of the
attorney general on the act regulating the practice of
physic and surgery, reports that he has not been able to ob-
tain the same.

The committee appointed to examine the system of
Medical Ethics adopted by the State Medical Society beg
leave to report, that in their gpinion it is calculated to in-
crease the dignity and honor of the profession, and as
such they would recommend it to be adopted by the Soci-

ety. All which is respectfully submitted.
P. WexpeLL, Chairman.

+ The Society concurred in the above report. A motion
was then made and carried that the Secretary furnish the
Delegate with a copy of the above resolution, and that
he lay it before the State Medical Society.

HResolved, That a committee be appointed to publish as
much of the code of Ethics just approved of by the Society,
as they in their judgment may deem expedient for the
good of the profession. Drs. Wendell, March, and Wil-
liams were appointed the ¢committee.

The Treasurer's report being read, it was referred to a
committee consisting of Drs. Eights, Wendell, and Wing.

Dr. L. C. Beck offered the Society the following pream-
ble and resolution.

‘Whereas, By the 1st section of the act to amend an act
entitled an act to incorporate medical societies for the pur-
pose of regulating 1he practice of physic and surgery, it is
made the duty of the person with whom a student of med-
icine shall commence his studies to file a certificate with

9
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the President of the board to which he belongs, certifying
that the person hath commenced his studies with him, and
whereas, in consequence of a misunderstanding with re-
gard to the time of the taking effect of this section, phy-
sicians have in many instances neglected to comply with
its requisitions, and whereas the censors of county medi-
cal societies cannot license students when certificates have
not been so filed, therefore,

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to draught a
memorial to the legislature praying for the relief of those
medical students whose certificates have not been filed ac-
cording to the provision of the 1st section of the act above
recited. o

The following was offered as a substitute to the resolu-
tion by Dr. Wendell.

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to solicit the
State Medical Society to petition the legislature for an ex-
planation on the above act.

The Society after a considerable conversation took the
question on the substitute and rejected it. A division be-
ing called for, it was decided in the negative as follows:

For the neg. Drs. Beck, March, Treat, Staats, Viets,
Van OLinda, Webster, Wing, and J. W. Bay. For the
affirm. Drs. Eights, James, Clement, Spalding, and Wen-
dell.

The question was then taken on the resolution and car-
ried.

The President appointed Drs. Beck, March, and Webster
as a4 committee.

The Society then proceeded to the election of officers
for the ensning year.

Dr. William Bay was elected President,

Dr. Jonathan Eights, Vice-President.

Dr. Wm. Humphrey, Secretary.

Dr. B. P. Staats, Treasurer.

Dr. P. Williams, Librarian.
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Drs. Joel A. Wing, Alden March, John W. Bay, Saml.
8. Treat, Lewis C. Beck, Censors.

An amendment to the by-laws proposed at the last meet-
ing was adopted.

Drs. Freligh of the town of Watervliet was propﬂsed
by the President as a member of this Society.

Resolved, That Dr. A. 8. Webster be exonerated from
the fines attending the Society.

An account from Webster and Skinners was referred to
the late Treasurer, Dr. Wing.

Adjourned.

Wu. HuMpHREY, Secretary.

The Secretary reports that since the last meeting of the
Society Albert W. Ball has been examined by the Censors
and admitted to practice. The money received for a di-
ploma I have paid to the Treasurer, Dr. P. Staats.

April 13th, 1824,

The Society met pursuant to notice, The roll being
called, Drs. W. Bay, Eights, L. C. Beck, March, Staats,
Treat Viets, Van OLinda, Wendell, Wing, J. W, Bay, and
Humphrey, were present. Drs. Brownell, Clement, Den-
nick, Hyde, Johnson, James, Spalding, E. Williams, and
P. Williams were absent.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The committee appointed on the Medical Ethics not
being ready to report, the chairman made the following
motion viz: that the Secretary purchase 40 copies of the
Medical Ethics from the Secretary of the State Medical
Society for the use of this Society.

A circular being laid before the Society from W. Ham-
mersely M. D., New York, relative to the small pox, &e., it
was referred to a committee of investigation consisting of
Drs. Eights, Wendell, Williams, Wing, and Beck.

From a resolution of the State Society recommending to
the different County societies, to appropriate a sum of
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money for the promotion of medical science, therefore a
motion was made and carried, that the Treasurer of this
Society pay to the Treasurer of the State Medical Society
the sum of five dollars annually for that purpose.

Dr. Freligh being proposed at a previous meetmg for
membership, was unanimously elected a member.

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to examine
into the state of the library and report at the next meeting.
The purchasing committee were appointed consisting of
Drs. Wendell, T. R. Beck, and IIumphrey.

Society adjourned.

Wy, HuMPHREY, Secretary.

At an extra meeting of the Society held on May 5th,
1824. Present, Drs. W. Bay, Jon. Eights, Peter Wen-
dell, Joel A. Wing, Barent P. Staats, Lewis C. Beck, John
W. Bay, Roger Viets, John James, Saml. 8. Treat, and
W. Humphrey.

A communication from his honor the mayor relative to
the existence of small pox in this city was read by the
President; the Society after much conversation on the sub-
ject adopted the following resolution.

Resolved, Unanimously, that the Medical Society of the
County of Albany, having full confidence in the efficacy of
vaccination, recommend it to their fellow citizens as the
best and the only reasonable means to be adopted for
checking the progress of small pox.

July 13th, 1824,

The Society met pursuant to notice. The roll being
called Drs. Eights, March, Spalding, Staats, Treat, Viets,
Van OLinda, Wendell, Wing, and Humphrey were pre-
sent. Absent, Drs. 'W. Bay, J. W. Bay, L. C. Beck,
Brownell, Clement, Dennick, Hyde, Johnson, James, E,
Williams, P. Williams, and Freligh.

The President being absent the Vice-President took
the chair.
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The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The committee appointed on the circular from W. Ham-
mersely M. D. relative to small pox, beg leave to state that
they have had the same under consideration and ask for
further time to make their report, which was granted ac-
cordingly.

Doctor Wendell, not knowing that he was chairman of
the committee to examine the library, neglected to call
them together; he therefore asked for further time to make
their report, which was granted.

The Society then after a few desultory remarks, ad-
journed.
Wirriam HoMpHREY, Secretary.

: October 12th, 1824,
The Society met pursuant to notice. The roll being

called, Drs. Beck, March, Staats, Treat, Viets, Van OLinda,
Wing, J. W. Bay, and Humphrey were present, and Drs.
W. Bay, Eights, Brownell, Clement, Dennick, Hyde, John-
son, James, Spalding, Wendell, E. Williams, P. Williams,
and Freligh were absent.

The President and Vice-President being absent Doet.
Wing was called to the chair.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

Dr. R. Gansevoort was proposed by Dr. March as a
member of this Society.

Br. L. C. Beck read a communication characterizing
a number of cases of small pox and varioloid diseases as
occurred in this city during the present season.

The Society after making a few remarks adjourned.

Wittiax HumMpHREY, Sceretary.

The Secretary reports that since the last meeting of the
Society Peter B. Noxon has been examined by the Censors
and admitted to practice. The money received for a di-
ploma I have paid to the Treasurer, Doct. Staats,
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Anniversary Meeting. ;
Jany. 11th, 1825.

The Society met pursuant to notice. The roll being
called, Drs. W. Bay, Beck, James, March, Spalding,
Staats, Treat, Viets, Van OLinda, Wendell, P. Williams,
J. W. Bay, and Humphrey were present. Drs. Eights,
Brownell, Clement, Dennick, IIyde, Johnson, E. Williams,
Wing, and Frleigh were absent.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

Dr. R. Gansevoort being proposed at the last meet-
ing, was unanimously elected a member of this Society.

The Treasurer’s report being read, it was referred to a
committee consisting of Drs. L. C. Beck, March, and
James.

The Society then proceeded to the election of officers
for the ensuing year.

Dr. William Bay was clected President.

Dr. Jonathan Eights, Vice- President.

Dr. William Humphrey, Secretary.

Dr. Peter Van OLinda, Treasurer,

Dr. Platt Williams, Librarian.

Drs. Joel A. Wing, Saml. 8. Treat, Alden March, Lewis
C. Beck, and John W. Bay, Censors.

Dr. Platt Williams, Delegate to the State Medical Soci-
ety. Drs. P. Williams, L. C. Beck, and T. R. Beck were
appointed a committee for the purchasing of books. .

Resolved, That the Librarian be always a member of
this committee.

Dr. Peter Wendell was at his own request dismissed
from the Society.

Adjourned.

Witrian HumpHrEY, Seeretary.

The Secretary also reports that since the last meeting
of the Society, John W. Hinkley and James M. Brown

have been examined by the Censors and admitted to prae-



oF THE COUNTY OF ALBANY. T1

tice. The money received for their diplomas I have paid
to the Treasurer, Dr. Van OLinda.

April 12th, 1825,

The Society met pursuant to notice. The roll being
called, Drs. W. Bay, Eights, March, Staats, Treat, Viets,
J. W. Bay, and Humphrey were present. Drs. Beck,
Brownell, \Clement, Dennick, Hyde, Johnson, James,
Spalding, Van OLinda, E. Williams, P. Williams, Wing,
Freligh, and Gansevoort were absent.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The Society after having some conversation on the legal
right of Dr. Thompson practicing in this city with vegeta-
bles, a committee was appointed consisting of Drs. Eights,
Treat, and March to obtain as much information as possi-
ble on that subject and report at the next meeting.

Drs. Staats, Viets, and J. W. Bay were appointed a
committee to add a clause to the law passed April 20th,
1818, to incorporate medical societies, which clause is in-
tended to protect medical students who have neglected to
file their certificates.

Drs. Eights, Wing, and T. R. Beck were appointed a
committee to revise the by-laws.

Adjourned.
W. HuMPHRETY, Secretary.

* The Secretary also reports that since the last meeting of
the Bociety, James Iosford has been examined by the Cen-
sors and admitted to practice. ¥he money received for a
diploma I have paid to the Treasurer, Dr. Van OLinda.

July 12th, 1825,
The Society met pursmant to notice. The roll being
called, Drs. W. Bay, March, Viets, Van OLinda, Wing,
and Humphrey were present. Drs. Eights, Beck, Brown-
ell, Clement, Dennick, Hyde, Johnson, James, Spalding,
Staats, Treat, E. Williams, P. Williams, J. W. Bay, Fre-
ligh, and Gansevoort were absent.
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The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

Dr. John W. Hinkley was proposed by Dr. Van OLinda
as a member of this Society.

The Society having taken into consideration the propri-
ety of Andrew Abel practicing physic and surgery in this
city, thereupon the Society directed their President to
transmit to him the following notice.

To Andrew Abel, Bsq.:

It having appeared to the Medical Society of this County,
that you have no license to practice physic or surgery or
both in this state, and that yon have not even deposited a
copy of the license under which you profess to practice—
This is therefore to give you notice, that unless you
comply forthwith with the laws of this state in that partic-
ular, you will be held liable by the Medical Society of this
county, to all the pains and penalties in such case pro-
vided, for any medical or surgical practice which you may
hereafter attempt.

Adjourned.
Wy, HuMpPHREY, Secretary.

October 11th, 1825,

The Society met pursuant to notice. The roll being
called, Drs. Wm. Bay, Eights, Beck, Staats, Viets, Van O-
Linda, and Humphrey were present. Drs. DBrownell,
Clement, Dennick, Hyde, Johnson, Jumes, March, Spald-
ing, Treat, E. Williams, P. Williams, Wing, J. W. Bay,
Freligh, and Gansevoort ‘were absent. -

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

Dr. John W. Hinkley being proposed at the last meet-
ing was balloted for and unanimously elected a member
of this Bociety.

The President reported that he transmitted a copy of
the above letter to Andrew Abel, Esq., and that he has
since removed to the county of Rensselaer.

Drs. David W, D. Houghtaling and Charles E. Burrows
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of Gibbonsville were proposed by Dr. Van OLinda as
members of this Society.

Resolved, That the Secretary be added to the committee
to revise the by-laws,

The Treasurer stated that he was unable to collect the
fines from a number of the members; it was therefore
resolved that the Treasurer be directed to use all legal
means to collect the dues belonging to the Society.

Resolved, That the bill for printing those queries con-
cerning small pox be paid by the Treasurer.

Adjourned.

W, HumpHREY, Secretary.

The Secretary also reports that since the last meeting of
the Society, John H. Clark has been examined by the
Censors and admitted to practice. The money received for
a diploma I have paid to the Treasurer, Dr. Van OLinda.

Anniversary Meeting.
January 10th, 1826.

The Society met pursuant to notice. The roll being
called, Drs. Eights, March, Spalding, Staats, Viets, Van
OLinda, P. Williams, Gansevoort, Hinkley, and Humphrey
were present. Drs. W. Bay, Beck, Brownell, Clement,
Dennick, Hyde, Johnson, James, Treat, E. Williams,
Wing, J. W. Bay, and Freligh were absent.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The Society then proceeded to the election of officers
for the ensuing year.

Dr. Joel A. Wing was elected President.

Dr. Platt Williams, Vice- President.

Dr. William Humphrey, Secretary.

Dr. John W. Hinkley, Treasurer.

Dr. P. Williams, Librarian.

Drs. Alden March, Barent P. Staats, Peter Van OLinda,
Lyman Spalding, and Rensselaer Gansevoort, Censors.

10
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Drs. David W. D. Houghtaling and Charles E. Burrows
being proposed at the last meeting as members of this So-
ciety, were balloted for and unanimously elected members.

The Treasurer's report was read and referred to Dr.
Staats.

The Society retained T. Romeyn Beck and Wing for
the purchasing committee.

The Society having taken into consideration the El]bJEEt
of the Albany Medicated Vapor Bath as its being a species
of quackery and contrary to the code of Medical Ethies of

the State Society, therefore the following resolution was
offered.

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to inquire into
the nature of the Medicated Vapor Bath and to see how
far as it comes within the meaning of said system of
Medical Ethics, and report to this Society at its next quar-
terly meeting.

The committee appointed are Drs. T. R. Beck, Viets,
and Van OLinda.

Dr. Spalding asked leave to withdraw from the Society.

On taking the vote it appeared leave was not granted.

‘Whereupon the following resolution was offered and
adopted.

Resolved, That all fines for the future be abolished for

non-attendance at all meetings except the annual meetings
of this Society.

Adjourned.
WirLiam HumpHREY, Seeretary.

At an extra meeting of Albany County Medical Society,
held on Monday evening, the 13th of March, 1826, the fol-

lowing preamble and resolution were unanimously adopted. -
- Whereas, This Society have heard with deep regret of
the death of their late worthy associate, Dr. William
Humphrey, Secretary of this Society; thereupon,
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Resolved, As a token of their respect for the memory of
the deceased, that the members of this Society will wear
the usual badge of mourning for thirty days; and that the
physicians of the city generally are requested to join with
this Society in weéaring the same.

Peter Vax OLiIxDa, Secretary, pro tem.

April 11th, 1826,

The Society met pursuant to notice. Present, Drs.
Wing, Williams, Staats, Viets, March, Van OLinda,
Gansevoort, and Hinkley.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

Dr. Staats reported that he had examined the Treas-
urer’'s accounts and found them correct.

The committee on the Albany Medicated Vapor Bath
reported as follows:

The committee, to whom was referred the consideration
of the Albany Medicated Vapor Bath report that, in en- .
tering upon their duties, their first step has been to ascer-
tain that the system of Medical Ethics is binding as a
rule of conduet on the members of this Society.

On searching the records with this view, the first notice
we find of the subject, is a resolution passed the 8th of
July, 1823. As follows:

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed, con-
sisting of Drs. Wendell, Beck, and Wing, to examine the
code of Medical Ethics, submitted to this Society from the
State Medical Society and, report at the next meeting any
objections or alterations.

This committee at the next quarterly meeting stated that
they had had the subject under consideration, and asked
for longer time to make out a report.

At the next quarterly meeting, being the anmversm-y,
Jany. 13th, 1824, that committee reported as follows:

The committee, appointed to examine the code of Medi-
cal Ethics adopted by the State Medical Society beg leave
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to report, that in their opinion it is caleulated to increase
the dignity and honor of the profession, and as such they
would recommend it to be adopted by this Society; which
report was accepted. -

We therefore conclude that the syst®n of Ethies is in
full force as the rule for regulating the conduct of mem-
bers of this Society.

In the 2d division and 4th section of that system we find
that, any physician or surgeon, who practices with nos-
trums, secret medicines, or patent remedies, is guilty of
quackery ; and this strong and explicit language is immedi-
ately in the 5th section followed by this. “The right of a
- patent medicine being incompatible with the duty, and
obligation enjoined on physicians to advance the knowl-
edge of curing diseases, it constitutes quackery and can
not be professionally countenanced.”

But your committee have felt it inconsistent with their
sense of duty, to stop here in the consideration of this sub-
jeect. Knowing that it is almost impossible for any but
medical men, to estimate correctly the talents or worth,
of other members of the profession, or the merits of any
new remedy or pretended discovery; considering also the
great thirst for novelty in all communities and their ready
credence of the reports of marvelous cures eftected by any
other means than regular medical practice; considering
also that few individuals are sufficiently acquainted with
the diagnostic symptoms of diseases, to be able to distin-
guish them ; that there is in many, even whose minds are
well informed on most other subjects, a strong prejudice
against the approved principles and modes of practice of
our profession, and in favor of “roots and herbs, the pro-
duce of our own country;”

Therefore, your committee are of opinion that establish-
ments like the Vapor Bath in the hands of regular physi-
cians, may have a tendency to divert the attention of pa-
tients from the ordinary and probable means of safety;
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that they give an improper and unfair advantage to the
proprietors of such establishments, whether they feel the
disposition to avail themselves of that advantage or not.

It is this point of view that we conceive such establish-
ments to be at variance with the 13th article under the 4th
division of the system of Ethics which says:

Houor and justice particularly forbid a medical practi-
tioner’s infringing upon the rights and privileges of another
who is legally accredited, and whose character is not im-
peached by public opinion or civil medical authority;
whether he be a native or a stranger settled in the country.
There is no difference between physicians but such as re-
sults from their personal talents, medical acquirements, or
their experience; and the public, from the services which
they receive, are the natural judges of these intellectual
advantages. In all probability every good physician would
receive a merited share of patronage, were there not many
who usurp a portion throngh artful insinuations, and slan-
ders of others; or combinations against or improper inter-
ference with the more worthy practitioner. Ayy physi-
cian thus molested or injured is justifiable in applying for
redress to the County Medical Society to which he is at-
tached.

Your committee therefore feel constrained to say that
although the application of warmth and moisture exter-
nally, has long been held in high repute as a remedy in
the cure of diseases, yet it is their opinion that the use of
these means by reqular physicians with patented machines,
and under the peculiar circumstances of the Albany Medi-
cated Vapor Bath comes within the meaning of the letter
and the spirit of the system of Ethics, and ought to be dis-
countenanced by this Society.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

P. V. Vax OLixpa,

RoGeER VIETS.
Albanj', .Es.pri] 11th, 1826. .
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The above report was coneurred in by the Society.

Adjourned.
P. Vax OLixpa, Secretary, pro tem.

July 12th, 1826.

The Society met agreeably to notice. Present, Drs.
Wing, E. Williams, Staats, March, Gansevoort, Hinkley,
and Van OLinda.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and ap-
proved.

A letter from Dr. Michael Freligh to Dr. Wing was read,
in which he requests dismission from this Society upon
which it was resolved that Dr. Wing the President be re-
quested to write Dr. Freligh, explaining t6 him that all
fines for non-attendance except at the annual meetings are
abolished.

The President offered an account from E. F. Backus,
which was referred to Dr. Hinkley the Treasurer, and if
he find the same correct to pay it on deduction of the in-
terest.

A motion was made and passed to have the President
apply to the board of corporation to have a weekly report
of deaths published in this city.

The following resolution was offered and passed unani-
mously.

Resolred, That a committee be appointed consisting of
Drs. Platt Williams, and Alden March for the purpose of
informing Drs. Jonathan Eights, William Bay, and John
'W. Bay of the proceedings of the Society in relation to the
Medicated Vapor Bath, in order that they may have an
opportunity of taking such measures as they may think
proper in relation thereto at the next quarterly meeting.

Adjourned.

P. Vax OLixpa, Seeretary, pro tem.

There was no meeting of the Society in October.
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Anwiversary Meeting.
Jany. 6th, 1827.

The Society met pursuant to notice. Present, Drs. E.
Williams, J. A. Wing, P. Williams, B. P. Staats, Guy
Spalding, A. March, P. Van OLinda, R. Viets, J. W.
Hinkley. Absent, Drs. Wm. Bay, John W. Bay, Jonathan
Eights, Isaac Hyde, Jonathan Johnson, John James, Saml.
8. Treat, Moses Clement, Valentine Dennick, Rensselaer
Gansevoort, Michael Freligh, D. W. D. Houghtaling, and
Charles E. Burrows.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The Treasurer reported, which report was referred to Dr.
Van OLinda to be reported on at our next meeting.

The Secretary reports that during the past year one stu-
dent, Isaac Hempstead, has been examined and licensed.
The money for the diploma is paid to Dr. Hinkley, the
Treasurer. ;

Drs. Hazael Kane and Michael Malone were proposed
by Dr. Wing, and Dr. H. Van OLinda by Dr. Van OLinda,
for membership.

The Society then proceeded to the election of officers
for the ensuing year, when on counting the ballots it was
found that the following gentlemen were elected.

Dr. Joel A, Wing, President.

Dr. Platt Williams, Vice- President.

Dr. Peter Van OLinda, Secretary.

Dr. John W. Hinkley, Treasurer.

Dr. Platt Williams, Librarian.

Drs. A. March, B. P. Staats, R. Gansevoort, Peter Van
OLinda and Guy Spalding, Censors.

The Society retained Drs. T. R. Beck and Wing, together
with the Librarian, for purchasing committee.

The following resolutions were then offered and unani-
mously adopted by the Society.

Resolved, That the Treasurer be authorized and re- .
quested to procure insurance on the library belonging to
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this Society at the Merchants’ Insurance office in this city
to the amount of three hundred dollars.

Resolved, That the thanks of this Society be presented
to Dr. Hinkley for his exertions as Treasurer for this Soei-
ety, and that he be requested to collect forthwith all the
debts due to this Society either by law or otherwise as
may be necessary.

Whereas, Certain members of this Society have attached
themselves to the Medicated Vapor Bath. And whereas
a committee was appointed by this Society to investigate
the subject and report thereon, which committee reported
that in their opinion such conduct is discountenanced by
the system of Medical Ethies adopted by the Medical Soei-
ety of the State of New York, and subsequently by this
Society, which report was accepted. Therefore,

Resolved, That the Delegate from this Society be in.
structed to lay all its proceedings in relation to this subject
before the Medical Society of the State of New York for
their consideration aund final decision.

Adjourned.

April 10th, 1827,
A quorum not appearing, the Society adjourned.

July 10th, 1827,

The Society met pursuant to notice. The roll being
called, Drs. Joel A. Wing, Platt Williams, Barent P.
Staats, Alden March, RR. Viets, P. Van OLinda, and J. W.
Hinkley were present.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

Dr. Van OLinda, to whom was referred the Treasurers
report, reports that he has examined the same and com-
pared it with his accounts and finds it correet.

Dr. Hazael Kane, and Dr. Henry Van OLinda who
were proposed according to law, were unanimously elected
members of this Society.
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Dr. Michael Malone was unanimously rejected.
After some desultory conversation the Society adjourned.
P. Vax OLixpa, Secretary.

Albany, Oct. 9th, 1827.
A quorum not appearing, the Society adjourned.

Anniversary Meeting.
Jany. 8th, 1828.

The Society met pursuant to notice. Present, Drs,
Wing, William Bay, John W. Bay, Platt Williams, B. P.
Staats, P. Van OLinda, H. Van OLinda, S. 8. Treat, H.
Kane, J. W. Hinkley, R. Gansevoort, G. Spalding, R.
Viets, and II. Van Antwerp.

The following gentlemen having been previously noti-
fied by the President and received certificates of member-
ship (agreeably to the provisions of an act passed in No-
vember, 1827, entitled ** General requlations concerning the
practice of physic and surgery,”) also took their seats as
members of this Society, viz.:

Drs. Chas. D. Townsend, J. MeNaughton, P. McNaugh-
ton, Saml. Humphries, Peter Wendell, J. P. Boyd.

Absent, Drs. Jonathan FEights, John James, Alden
March, Moses Clement, Jonathan Johnson, Michl. Freligh,
D. W. D. Houghtaling, Isaac Hyde, Valentine Dennick,
and Vredenburgh.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The Society then proceeded to the election of officers,
and the following gentlemen were elected, viz.:

Dr. Platt Williams, President.

Dr. Chas. D. Townsend, Vice-President.

Dr. James P. Boyd, Secretary.

Dr. Roger Viets, Treasurer.

Dr. Platt Williams, Librarian.

Dre. Jonathan Eights, Joel A. Wing, James McNaugh-
ton, T. Romeyn Beck, and R. Gansevoort, Censors.

11
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Joel A. Wing, Delegate to the State Medical Society.

T. Romeyn Beck, Joel A. Wing and Platt Williams,
Purchasing Committee.

The Treasurer reported, that during the past year there
has been paid into the treasury the sum of $65.00 includ-
ing $12.90 cents, the balance of last year, and $15 received
from the Secretary, the fees for 3 diplomas; and that he
has paid the following bills, viz. :

‘Wm. Seymour for binding, &c¢.,ceevvvivininirniannne...  $5.50
Insurance premium and policy,........... w200
James W ebster of Philad. for the Medlcal Recﬂrder

for 1826-2T7,. Cinca e R (1L
The balance on J V Scamen 8 blll ﬂt $06 II}IZ} ...... 16.00

E. F. Backus for vols. 13 and 14 Phil. Medical Jour-

nal, and vol. 16 of N. England Medical Journal, 8.25
And a small account for fees on suits,.................  0.50
Leavinga balance in the treasury of $24.65, and the Society,
to the best of his knowledge, out of debt. IIe has also
complied with the resolution passed by the Society at the
last annual meeting in proeuring an insurance on the Soci-
ety’s library to the amount of $300 at the Merchants’ In-
surance office, the policy of which expired on the 19th of
Jan'y at noon. ITe has also procured the names of several
physicians who have been practicing for two or three years
past within the county and have not before been added to
the list: making, as far as information is correct, 65 practic-
ing physicians and surgeons in the city and county of Al-
bany. He further adds that the whole amount due for the
present year is 8176.50.

The Secretary reported that during the last year, three
students, Isaac W. Hurd, Elhanan W, Jackson, and James
Griffin have been recommended by the Censors, and Ii-
censed by the Society., The money for the diplomas being
paid to the Treasurer, Dr. Iinkley.

It was resolved that both the above reports be referred
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to a committee of three, to be reported on at the next
quarterly meeting ; and that the following gentlemen con-
stitute that committee, viz.: Drs. B. P. Staats, Joel A.
Wing, and P. Van OLinda.

The following resolutions were also unanimously adopted
by the Society.

Resolved, That Drs. W. Bay, T. R. Beck, and J. A.
Wing be constituted a committee to revise the by-laws ;
and this committee report at the next quarterly meeting.

Resolved, That the Treasurer pay to the Delegate to the
State Medical Society the sum of 85 to be appropriated to
the funds of said Society. '

Adjourned.

James P. Boyp, Secretary.

Quarterly Meeting.
April 8th, 1828.

The Society met pursuant to notice. Present, Drs.
Wing, P. Williams, Viets, Hinkley, Humphries, P. Van
OLinda, H. Van OLinda, Hazael Kane, and P. P.
Staats.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The committee to whom were referred the Secretary’s
and Treasurer’s reports, asked for further time which was
granted.

A communication was received from Dr. T. R. Beck
from the committee on by-laws, stating that they do not
think it advisable to report, until the fate of the bill before
the legislature, to repeal the most important provisions of
the medical law, is known.

The President reported that since the last meeting of
the Society he has given certificates of membership agree-
ably to the revised laws, entitled “ General requlations eon-
cerning the practice of physic and surgery in this state”” to the
following persons.

Drs. Asa Burbank, James M. Brown, Michael Malone,
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William Tully, Elisha 8. Burton, Peter P. Staats, Wil-
liam Noble, Peter B. Noxon.

The following resolution was unanimously adopted.

Resolved, That an extra meeting of this Society be held
on the 3d Wednesday in May next at three o’clock, P. M.,
for the purpose of receiving the report of the committee
on the by-laws.

Adjourned.

P. Vax OLixpa, Secretary, pro tem.

July 15th, 1828.

.The Society met pursuant to notice. Present, Drs.
Eights, Wing, Williams, Viets, Wellington, Hinkley, Ma-
lone, P. P. Staats, Noble, and Boyd.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The committee, to whom were referred the Secretary's
and Treasurer’s reports, stated that they had examined
said reports, and found them correct.

The committee, appointed to revise the by- laws of this
Society, also reported and presented their report for the
consideration of the Society. f

It was then resolved, that in the examination of the above
report, it be taken up by sections, and acted upon accord-
ingly.

The 1st Section of the by-laws was adopted as it originally
stood, without any alteration.

In Section 2d, Art.4th, which relates to the duties of the
Secretary, it was resolved to add the following, viz.:

The Secretary shall provide a book, in which he shall
procure and preserve the signatures of the candidates to
the declaration foliowing, viz. :

I, A. B., do solemnly declare that I will honestly, vir-
tuously and chastely conduct myselfin the practice of physie
and surgery, with the privileges of exercising which pro-
fession I am now to be invested ; and that I will with fidel-
ity and honor do every thing in my power for the benefit
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of the sick committed to my charge (Art. VI, by-laws of
" Btate Medical Society); and he shall also procure diplomas
in conformity to the state laws (Art. VIII of by-laws of
State Medical Society).

In Art. V, respecting the duties of the Treasurer, it was
rezolved that the words—and for the faithful performance
of his trust, before he enters upon the duties of his office,
to give security in such sum as the President and Viece-Pre-
sident may deem sufficient—Dbe stricken out.

In Section 3, the 1st Art. was omitted and the following
substituted, viz.: Any physician or surgeon having a li-
cense by the laws of this state to practice his profession,
shall on application at a regular meeting of this Society be
admjtted a member thereof. It was also resolved to omit
the 3d Art. which related to the fines imposed on members
for non-attendance.

A motion was then made to add the following to the 3d
gection, viz.: That no person shall receive a certificate of
membership from the President of this Society, until the
President or Society shall be satisfied as to his right to
practice, which motion was lost.

The following resolution was unanimously adopted.

XResolved, That a special meeting of this Society be held
on Saturday next 19th inst. at 3 o’clock P. M.

Adjourned.

Jauges P. Bovp, Secretary.

: July 19th, 1828,

The Society met pursuant to notice. Nineteen mem-
bers present.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The object of the meeting being stated by the President
to be the revision of the by-laws of the Society, it was re-
solved that, as many of the members present at the last
meeting were unprepared for the business before them,
and the majority of the Society being absent at that time,



86 Axxars or THE MEDICAL SOCIETY

to reconsider those parts of the by-laws that were reviewed
at the last meeting. They were accordingly taken up and
acted upon by sections, as at the meeting previous.

In section 1st to the 1st article was added the words, ¢ ex-
cept on the anniversary meetings when 9 members present
will be necessary to proceed to the election of officers.”

In the 2d section which relates to officers and their duty,
the 1st article was adopted as in the old by-laws. To ar-
ticle 2d regarding the duties of the President, the follow-
ing was added, “and shall only have a casting vote in all
transactions where the votes of the members are equally
divided, and shall deliver the decisions of the Society.
He shall also provide a book, in which he shall procure
and preserve the signatures of the candidates to the declar-
ation following, viz.:

‘I, A. B., do solemnly declare that I will honestly, virtu-
ously, and chastely conduet myself in the practice of physie
and surgery, with the privileges of exercising which profes-
sion I am now to be invested, and that I will with fidelity
and honor, do every thing in my power for the benefit of
the sick committed to my charge’” (see art. Tth by-laws
of State Medical Society). : |

The 3d article was adopted as it now stands in the old
by-laws. To the duties of the Secretary in article 4th was
added, “and shall also procure diplomas in conformity to
the state by-laws” (see article 8th State Medical Society by-
laws). In the 5th article, which embraces the Treasurer’s
duty, the words “and for the faithful performance of his
trust, before he enters upon the duties of his office, to give
security to the Society, in such sum as the President and
Vice-President may deem sufficient,” were expunged.

In article 6th relating to the duties of Censors the words
following were inserted after last period but one, viz.: “and
said certificate shall contain the opinion of the Censors,
that the candidate or candidates have complied with the
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requisitions of the laws of this state as to time of study and
legal qualifications.”

It was then resolved to make the following the Tth arti-
cle of scetion 2d, viz. *The seniority of the Censors shall
be determined by the number of votes given for each at the
time of their election to office.”

An 8th article was also added, viz.: “It shall be the duty
of the Librarian to take charge of all books and pamphlets
belonging to this Society, and shall annually report the
state of the library.”

In section 3d, admission of members, the 1st article was
expunged and the following substituted, viz.: “ Any physi-
cian or surgeon having a license by the laws of this state
to practice his profession, shall on application at a regular
meeting be admitted a member thereof.”

Article 2d was stricken out and the following substi-
tuted, viz.: ¢The President, Vice-President, and Censors
shall constitute a comitia minora to receive all applications
for membership during the recess of the Society; and they
shall report the qualifications of all applicants with their
vouchers to the first meeting of the Society thereafter.”

Article 3d was adopted as far as to “absence at quarterly
meetings,” &e.

Section 4th, article 1st, adopted as it stands in the old
by-laws. Article 2d rejected and the following substituted,
viz.: “The purchasing committee shall have power to draw -
an order on the Treasurer for moneys in his hands, to pay
for all books purchased or subscribed for by them for the
library of the Society. The Treasurer shall not pay the
moneys in his hands belonging to the Society for other
purposes, except by the special order of the President.”

Section 5th, admission of students. Article 1st, * four
dollars™ was inserted in the place of two dollars. In article
2d, the words ““in writing,” were expunge.

In section 6th the 1st article was adopted without altera-

L



1 AxNaLs oF THE MEDICAL SOCIETY

tions. Inarticle 2d the words “nomember shall speak,” &e.,
to the first period were stricken out, and the words “or to
correct a mistake,” were inserted. Article 3d was left out
and the following substituted, viz.: “ If amember has spoken
once in any debate, he shall not speak to the prevention
of another who has not spoke and manifests a desire to
speak.” Article 4th adopted without alteration.

The following resolutions were then offered and unani-
mously adopted.

Ltesolved, That a committee of three be appointed to ex-
amine the files of medical licenses in the clerk’'s office in
this county, and that Drs. Wm. Bay, Barent P. Staats,
and Saml. 8. Treat, constitute said committee.

Lesolved, That the regulations regarding the library be
adopted as they now stand.

HResolved, That L. G. Hoffinan’s bill of $3.12% be paid on
order of the President,

Lesolved, That Drs. Beck, Wing and Eights be a com-
mittee to have 250 copies of the revised by-laws printed:
and that the state law, and a catalogue of the library be
added.

Adjourned,

James P. Bovp, Seeretary.

Quarterly Meeting.
Oct. 14th, 1828,
- A sufficient number of members to form a guorum not
appearing, there was no meeting of the Society.

Anniversary Meeting.

Jany. 13th, 1829,
The BSociety met pursuant to notice. Twenty-eight
members present.
The minutes of the last meetin g were read and approved.
The following gentlemen were proposed, and admitted
members of this Society, viz.: -
Drs. N. V. Winne, H. Green, and Jno. Styles.
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The Librarian reported, that since the last anniversary
meeting of the Society, the last numbers of the New York
Medical and Physical Journal, The American Journal of the
Medical Seiences, and The American Medical Recorder had
been added to the library; which report was accepted.

The reports from the Treasurer and Secretary were also
received and referred to a select committee to be reported
on at the next quarterly meeting, and the following gentle.
men were appointed to constitute said committee, viz.:
Drs. P. Van OLinda, J. Hinkley, and P. McNaughton.

The Society then proceeded to the election of officers for
the ensuing year, and the following were chosen, viz.:

Dr. Platt Willinms, President.

Dr. Barent P. Staats, Vice- President.

Dr. James P. Boyd, Secretary.

Dr. Edward A. Leonard, Treasurer.

Dr. T. Romeyn Beck, Librarian.

Dr. Joel A. Wing, Delegate to State Medical Society.

Drs. P. Van OLinda, William Tully, Lewis C. Beck,
Alden March, and Henry Green, Censors.

Adjourned.
James P. Boyp, Secretary.

Quarterly Meeting.
April 14th, 1829.

The Society met pursuant to notice. Present, Drs.
March, Green, Viets, Van Antwerp, and Leonard.

Dr. Green being appointed President, pro fem.

Dr. Viets Secretary, pro fem.

Resolved, That we adjourn to meet on Tuesday 21st inst.
at 3 o’clock P. M.

Adjourned.
Roeer Viers, Secretary, pro tem.

Special Meeting.
April 21st, 1829,
The Society met pursuant to notice. Present, Drs.

12
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Williams, Barent P, Staats, Peter P. Staats, H, Kane, and
J. P. Boyd.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The President having stated that the meeting was called
principally to give some instructions to the Treasurer rela-
tive to the collection of money due the Treasury: the So-
eiety immediately proceeded to this business.

After some conversation on the propriety of giving the
Treasurer any further directions than those contsined in
the by-laws the following resolution was finally offered and
unanimously adopted, viz.:

Resolved, That the Treasurer be instructed to collect all
moneys due this Society without delay.

Adjourned.

James P. Boyp, Seeretary.

Quarterly Meeting.
July 14th, 1829,

The Society met pursuant to notice.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The committee to whom were referred the reports of the
Treasurer and Secretary reported.

The Treasurer objected to a motion made to accept the
report as one of the members refused the payment of his
annual medical tax, for reasons which were then stated.
After a great deal of conversation on this subject the re-
port was accepted.

The following resolution was then offered and passed,
ViZ, :

Resolved, That the names of those studentsz whose certifi-
cates are filed with the President, be entered upon the
‘minutes of the Society.

The following gentlemen were admitted members of the
Society, viz.: Drs. Augustus F. Lawyer, Isaac Hempstead,
Benj. Van Zandt, Abram T. Biglow, Francis N. Selkirk,
and Solomon Lineoln,
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Dr. March read a paper before the Society, the subject
of which was the history, treatment and post mortem exam-
ination of a case of fractured cranium.

The Censors announced to the Society their determina-
tion to reduce their fees for the examination of students
from the price established in the by-laws at §4 each, which
amounts in all to $20, to §12.

Adjourned.

Jaues P. Boyp, Secretary.

Quarterly Meeting.
Oet. 13th, 1829.

Present, Drs. Williams, March, Hempstead, Selkirk,
Noble, Wing, Eights, Hinkley, H. Van OLinda, P. Van
OLinda, Wellington, Styles, Viets, and Boyd.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The following resolution was adopted, viz.;

Resolved, That the names of those students who have,
filed certificates with the President of this Society, be also
entered on the Secretary’s book.

A communication” was read by the Secretary received
from the Secretary of the State Medical Society accom-
panying seven copies of Magill's Prize Dissertation on
Typhus, that being the proportion to which this Society
are entitled.

It was on motion resolved to appoint a committee to 1n-
quire into the present law relating to the medical tax.
And Drs. Wing, March, and Wellington were appointed
to constitute that committee.

A resolution was adopted to alter a by-law passed this
Society in April 1824, so that it will read as follows, viz.

Resolved, That the Treasurer of this Society pay annu-
ally the sum of five dollars to the delegate to the state so-
ciety, whose duty it shall be to pay the same to the Treas-
urer of the state society.

Dr. Eights stated to the Society that he had received
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letters from the Treasurer requesting him to pay certain
fines, taxes, &c., which he thinks have already been paid,
and for which he has not been eredited on the Treasurer’s
books. Whereupon, Drs. Wing, Hinkley, and Viets were
appointed a committee to investigate the subject.

Adjourned.
James P. Boyp, Secretary.

Special Meeting.
Oct. 28th, 1829,

The Society met pursuant to notice. Present, Drs. B.
P. Staats, Wing, H. Van OLinda, Hinkley, Williams,
Hempstead, Selkirk, Van Antwerp, Styles, Boyd.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The President having stated that the meeting was called
in consequence of Dr. Leonard’s resignation as Treasurer
of this Society, it was resolved to accept the same.

The Society next proceeded to elect by ballota Treasurer,
and on counting the votes it was found that Dr. Isaac
Hempstead was the successful candidate.

Dr. Markay having made application to the President
of this Society for membership: his eredentials were re-

ferred for examination to aselect committee consisting of
Drs. Wing, Viets, and II. Van OLinda.

The said Committee soon after reported that they had
examined the credentials of Dr. Markay and found them
satisfactory. He was accordingly elected a member of the
Society.

It was then resolved to appoint a committee to examine
the accounts of the late Treasurer; and Drs. Wing, Hinkley
and Viets were appointed to constitute said committee.

Adjourned.
James P. Boyp, Secretary.

Anniversary.
January 12th, 1839,

The Society met pursuant to notice. Iresent, Drs. Wil-
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liam Bay, Jont. Eights, Chas. D. Townsend, Joel A.Wing,
Platt Williams, Peter Van OLinda, Henry Van OLinda,
Barent P. Staats, T. Romeyn Beck, John W. Bay, Saml,
8. Treat, Peter Mcl‘u"’ﬂughmn, Jas. P. Doyd, John Jumes,
Roger Viets, Alden March, Jno. W. Hinkley, H. Kane, G.
Spalding, E. Williams, E. 8. Burton, Wm. Pearce, Peter
P. Staats, Wm Noble, P. B. Noxson, Luke Wellington, H.
Van Antwerp, Jas. M. Brown, N. V. Winne, H. Greene,
Jnp. Styles, A. Lawyer, J. Hlempstead, F. Selkirk, S. Lin-
coln, A. T. Bizelow, Benj. Van Zandt, N. Markay, Shaw,
Rockwell, Davidson, Crosby, Murphey, Rusk, Cuyler, Me-
Lachlan.

Absent, Drs. James McNaughton, Fredenburgh, Isaac
Hyde, Freleigh, Lewis C. Beck, Jont. Johnson, Clement,
Dennick, D. W. D. Houghtailing.

The following resolution was then adopted, viz.:

Resolred, That those persons applying for membership,
and who have received their diplomas from this state, be
referred to the President whose duty it shall be to examine
their credentials: and all receiving diplomas out of this
state be referred to the comitia minora.

The following gentlemen having produced their ereden-
tials according to our by-laws, were admitted members of
this Society, viz.: Drs. Shaw, Rockwell, Davidson, Crosby
Pearce, Murphey, Rusk, Cuyler, and McLachlan.

The committee to whom were referred the accounts of
the late Treasurer reported, which report was accepted.

The committee appointed to examine the law respecting
the Dollar tax reported, which report was also accepted.

The Treasurer’s report of the state of funds of the Soci-
ety was received and referred for examination to a commit-
tee consisting of Drs. P. Van OLinda, R. Viets, and J. W.
Hinkley.

The committee appointed to examine the Treasurer’s
books relative to moneys due the Society from Dr. Eights,
reported; and their report accepted.

-
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The same committee offered a resolution to remit the
fines of Dr. Eights, which was adopted.

The Secretary’s report was read and referred for exam-
ination to the committee appointed to examine the report
of the Treasurer, consisting of Drs. Peter Van OLinda,
Roger Viets, and Juo. W. Hinkley.

The Society then proceeded to the election of officers

for the ensving year, and the following gentlemen were
chosen, viz.:

Dr. Charles D, Townsend, President.

Dr. Barent P. Staats, Vice-President.

Dr. Luke Wellington, Seeretary.

Dr. Isaac Hempstead, Treasurer.

Dr. Henry Van Antwerp, Librarian.

Drs. Alden March, Lewis C. Beck, Guy Spalding, Henry
Greene, Saml. 8. Treat, Censors.

Adjourned.

James P. Doyp, Secretary.

Quarterly Meeting.
April 13th, 1830,

The Society met pursuant to notice. Thirteen mem-
bers present. The minutes of the last meeting were read
and approved. The following gentlemen were then con-
stituted members by presenting certificates from the clerk
of the county that their diplomas were filed in his office,
and by receiving certificates of membership from the pre-
sident, viz.: John F. Townsend, Henry Bronson, Jona-
than . Case. {

On motion of Dr. Tully the following resolution was
passed, viz, :

Resolved, That a committee of three ‘be appointed to
revise the by-laws and report at the next anniversary meet-
ing. The President appointed Drs. Williams, March and
Tully to constitute that committee.

Adjourned.
Luke WELLINGTON, Secrelary.
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Quarterly Mecting.
July 13th, 1830.

The Society met pursuant to notice. Present, Drs. C. D.
Townsend, B. P. Staats, A. March, Wm. Noble, R. Viets,
J. A. Wing, 8. Shaw, H. Greene, O. Crosby, Bronson, and
E. 8. Burton,

The minutes of thelastmeeting were read and approved.

Dr. Luke Wellington’s resignation of the office of See-
retary read and accepted.

A bill of Messrs. Webster and Skinners for printing 250
copies of the by-laws presented.

A committee was appointed to settle the above bill con-
sisting of Drs. Noble and Burton.

Dr. Lewis C. Beck's letter of resignation was read and
accepted.

On motion it was resolved to proceed to the election for
a Secretary and Censor.

Dr. Elisha S. Burton was elected Secretary of this So-
ciety.

Dr. William Noble was elected Censor of this Society.

A circular from the State Medical Society was read.

On motion it was resolved to appoint a committee of
three to make the topography of this county, consisting of
Drs. McNaughton, Wing and T. R. Beck.

On motion, it was resolved to add the following physicians

to the above committee, viz.:
- Erastus Williams of Knox, Michael Freligh of Water-
vliet, Guy Spalding of Bethlehem, Isaac Hyde of Rens-
selaerville, James 8. Lowe of Guilderland, Fredenburgh
of Coeymans and Lay of Westerlo.

Adjourned.

E. 8. Burrox, Secretary.

Quarterly Meeting.
October 12th, 18390,
_The Society met pursuant to notice. Members present,
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Drs. C. D. Townsend, J. McNaughton, B. P. Staats, A.
March, II. Green, W. Noble, I. Bronson, II. Van Ant-
werp, O. Crosby, 8. Shaw, R. Viets, F. N. Selkirk, B. B.
Fredenburgh, B. Van Zandt, W. O'Donnell, T. Hun, and
J. 8. Lowe.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

Dr. David Springsteed’s certificate of filing his diploma
presented and read, and he was admitted a member of this
Society. A certificate of the filing of Dr. Benjamin B. Fre-
denburgh’s diploma presented and read, and he was ad-
mitted a member of this Society.

On motion of Dr. J. MeNaughton he was appointed
a member of the committee to make the medical topo-
graphy of this county. Dr. H. Bronson read a paper on
typhus fever. Motioned by Dr.J. McNaughton that the
thanks of this Society be presented to Dr. Bronson for his
valuable paper and that he delivera copy to be deposited in
the archives of the Society. y

Adjourned.
E. 8. Burtox, Secretary.

Anniversary Meeling.

January 11th, 1831.

The Society met pursuant to notice. Present, Drs. Peter
Wendell, Henry Van Antwerp, Burton, James Brown,
Wm. Noble, Roger Viets, Rockwell, Ten Eyck Gansevoort,
Samuel 8. Treat, Jonathan Eights, Wm. Bay, J. W. Bay,
Joel A. Wing, Plutt Williams, John W. Hinkley, Barent
P. Staats, James McNaughton, Hazael Kane, Wm. Pearce,
Z. W. Lay, Van Zandt, O. Crosby, Henry Greene, Styles,
James P. Boyd, Francis Selkirk, Wm. O'Donnell, Henry
Van OLinda, Markay, Thomas Hun, James 8. Lowe, Sam-
uel Shaw, Henry Bronson, Alden March, Noxon, Guy Spal-
ding, Clement, Peter P. Staats John F. Townsend, Peter
Van OLinda, N. V. Winne, Isanc Hempstead, Erastus
Williams, Peter McNaughton, David McLachlan, Benj.
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B. Fredenburgh, Charles D. Townsend. Absent, Drs. J.
Johnson, Dennick, David Springsteed, J. H. Case, John
James,

The minutes having been read and approved,

The Society elected the following gentlemen officers for
the ensuing year.

Dr. Charles D. Townsend, President.

Dr. Barent P. Staats, Vice- President.

Dr. Samuel 8. Treat, Secretary.

Dr. David McLachlan, Librarian.

Dr. Isaac Hempstead, Treasurer.

Drs. Jonathan Eights, Peter Van OLinda, Peter Me-
Naughton, Hazael Kane, James S. Lowe, Censors.

Drs. Joel A. Wing, James McNaughton, David Me-
Lachlan, Purchasing Comimnitiee.

Drs. Barent P. Staats, H. Kane and Peter Van OLinda
were appointed a committee to examine the Treasurer’s re-
port.

The Secretary’s report was read and accepted.

The Librarian stated that he adhered to the usage of his
predecessor, and accordingly had prepared no report.

The following gentlemen were admitted members of
the Society after the approval of their credentials. Drs.
Lewis B. Gregory, Palmer C. Dorr, Lansing Cory, and
Christie.

The following gentlemen’s credentials were offered to the
comitia minora for examination. Drs. Burrow and Ham-
mond.

Adjourned.
SaMueL 8. TrEeaT, Secretary.

Special Meeting.
January 12th, 1831.
Society being organized, the President stated that the

records, papers, and library of the Society were detained
13
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by the Ex-Secretary and Librarian ; and that they had re-
fused after an order had been duly served on each to de-
liver over the Society’s property; also that an irregular
meeting of some individuals of the Society had been held
after the anniversary meeting of the 11th inst., and had pro-
ceeded to the election of officers: and that their names
had been announced in one of the public journals simul-
taneously with the names of the gentlemen that were duly
elected officers at the regular auniversary meeting; he
had therefore called a special meeting of the Society in
order to direct the course to be pursued.

‘Whereupon the following resolution was offered and
passed unanimously.

Fesolved, That a committee be appointed of which the
President shall be one to take such legal measures as may
be proper, for the recovery of the property belonging to
the Society.

Drs. Jonathan ¥ights and DBarent P. Staats were ap-
pointed, together with the President, to constitute that
committee.

The following resolution was also offered and passed
unanimously. "

Resolved, That the expenses attending the legal proceed-
ing as directed above, be paid from the funds of the Society.

Drs. Wm. Bay, Joel A, Wing and James McNaughton
were appointed a committee to prepare a statement of the
proceedings which took place at the anmiversary meeting.

Adjourned.

SaMuEL 8. TrEAT, Secretary.

Quarterly Meeting.

April 12th, 1831,
The Society met pursuant to notice. The statement of
the committee appointed at the special meeting Jan. 12th,
1831, consisting of Drs. Bay, ‘Wing, and McNaughton ap-
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proved, read, and ordered to be entered on the minutes of
the Society. The Society met at 11 o’clock A. M. of Tues-
day Jany. 11th, agreeably to the- by-laws of the said Soci.
ety after the regular notice having been given. The Soci-
ety being organized, the roll was called and the minutes
of the former meeting read and approved. While the Sec-
retary was engaged in reading over the names of the mem-
bers, during a short pause in the proceedings, Dr. Eights
supposing the roll to have been gone through with, moved
that the Society proceed to the election of officers for the
ensuing year. This was declared to be out of order, and
the Doctor withdrew his motion. The Secretary then pro-
ceeded with the roll and minutes. When he had finished
Dr. Noble moved that the Society proceed to the admission
of new members; as an amendment Dr. Eights moved that
the Sodety now proceed to the election of officers for the
ensuing year. After a debate the President declared the
motion for amendment was in order; whereupon the ques-
tion was taken on the amendment and a division called for,
and passed in the affirmative in the manner following,
viz.: twenty-eight voted in favor of proceeding to the elec-
tion of officers and sixteen against it. The Society then
proceeded to the election ; several members of the minor-
ity arose from their seats and left the room, all refusing to
vote when their names were called by the Secretary; they
however frequently returned and endeavoured to interrupt

the proceedings of the Society, disvegarded the authority
of the President and acted in a very unbecoming and dis-

orderly manner. Several individuals who were not mem-
bers of the Society clamorously insisted upon the right to
be admitted as members of the Society; the Society how-
ever proceeded until the election was finished.

The following gentlemen were duly elected officers of
the Society for the ensuing year.

Dr. Charles D. Townsend, President.

Dr. Barent P. Staats, Vice- President.
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Dr. S8aml. 8. Treat, Secretary.

Dr. Tsaac Hempstead, Treasurer,

Dr. McLachlan, Librarian.

Drs. Jonathan Eights, Peter Van OLinda, Peter Me-
Naughton, II. Kane, and Lowe, Censors.

James McNaughton, Joel Wing, and Dr. MecLachlan,
Purchasing Committee.

Immediately after the election the Society proceeded to
the admission of new members; several were admitted
whose testimonials were satisfactory, and several others
were referred to the Comitia Minora for examination. The
Society then proceeded to the ordinary business, which
being eompleted, no further business presenting, the Soci-
ety adjourned.

[A short time after the adjournment of the anniversary
meeting of the Society, Charles D. Townsend having been
informed of the refusal of the Ex-Secretary to deliver up
the minutes and papers of said Society, requested tae Sec-
retary elect to serve an order on the Ex-Secretary for said
minutes and papers; which order was duly served and the
delivery of said minutes and papers was again refused. An
order has likewise been made by the said Presideat and
served by the Librarian elect on the Ex-Librarian for the
library of said Society and a similar refusal has been the
result.]

The report of the law committee appointed by the Soci-
ety at the special meeting held January 12, 1831, read,
approved of, and ordered to be entered on the minutes of
the Society.

That agreeably to the wishes of the Society they con-
sulted Benj. F. Butler, Esq., and obtained his opinion and
advice; that in pursuance thereof they directed Mr. But-
ler to proceed in such legal measures as he might judge
most proper and most expeditious for the recovery of the
books, minutes and other property belonging to the So-
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ciety and unjustly and unlawfully detained by the late
Librarian Dr. Van Antwerp and by the late Secretary pro
tem. Dr. Burton: and who had heretofore refused to deliver
them over to Dr. McLachlan Librarian and Dr. Treat See-
retary, their successors in office elected at the late anni-
versary of the Society, upon the order of the President, and
that after a legal investigation, and after the opinion of
his honor judge Savage in which the illegality of the deten-
tion was clearly delineated, they were delivered over; the
books composing the library to Dr. McLachlan Librarian,
and the books of minutes to Dr. S. 8. Treat the Secretary,
in whose possession they now are. Your committee for-
bear to make any comments on the unprecedented, extra-
ordinary, and illegal conduet of Dr. Van Antwerp and Dr,
Burton, trusting that the Society will take such measures
as will prevent a repetition of such unwarrantable conduet.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

JoxatHax Erants,
Barext P. Staars.

Moved and seconded that the opinion of the chief justice
when obtained, shall be entered upon the minutes of the
Society.

Moved and seconded that a committee be appointed to
revise the by-laws of the Society and that Drs. Bay, Eights,
and James McNaughton, constitute that committee.

Moved and seconded that the Librarian be a committee
to report the state of the library and to furnish a new cat-
alogue of the books of said library.

A committee was appointed consisting of Barent P.
Staats, Peter McNaughton, and II. Kane to wait upon the
mayor in order to obtain a room in the new City Hall for
the use and benefit of the Society.

Moved and seconded that Leonard G. Warren be ad-
mitted as a member of this Society,

Adjourned.

SAMUEL 8. TreaT, Secrefary.
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Quarterly Meeting.
July 12th, 1831.

Present, 13 members. As the Secretary Dr. Treat was
not present, and the minutes of the last meeting required
some exl}laua.tiﬂns, it was resolved to dispense with read-
ing them.

The President stated to the Society that he had received
a communication from Dr. Osborne declining to be made
a member, and requesting him to return his diploma, in
consequence of his determination to leave the city, which
request the President stated he had granted.

The Librarian, Dr. McLachlan, reported the state of the
Library, whereupon it was resolved to accept said report
and record the same on the minutes of the Society.

The following is the report, viz. :

Statement of the library of the Albany County Medical
Soeiety reported at the quarterly meeting July 12th, 1851.

D. M. McLachlan, Librarian.

Yol. Now
Aceum on Culinary Poisons, vol. 1. 1.
American Journal of Medical Sciences, vols. 1, 2, 3,
and Nos. T, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15. 3. 9.
American Medical Recorder, vols. 4, 5, 6, T, 9, 10,
11, 12, 13, 14. Nos. 29, 30, 32, 45, 46. 10. 6.
Bateman's Willan’s Plates of Cutaneous Diseases,
vol. 1. 1.
Barton’s Cullen, vols. 1 and 2. 2
Bateman’s Synopsis, vol. 1. j 11
Caldwell's Cullen, vols. 1, 2, 2.
Dewees’ Essay on Parturition, vol. 1. 4
Duncan on Consnmption, vol. 1. 1.
Eclectic Repertory, vol. 1 to 14 inclusive. 14.
Gallup on Epidemies, vol. 1. 1

Hoghben's Obstetrical Plates and Treatise, vols. 1,2, 3. 3.

Medical Repository, vols. 6, T, 8. 3.

New-England Medical Journal, vols. 10, 11, 12, 13,
14, 15, 16, 17.
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New York Medical and Physical Journal, vols, 1,

2,3,4,5,6,7. Nos. 29, 30, 32. Faild
Philadelphia Journal, vols. 1 to 14 inclusive. 14.
Pemberton’s Treatise, vol. 1. ;
Read on Nervous Diseases, vol. 1. i
Sceudamore on Gout, vol. 1. 1.
Saunders on the Eye, vol. 1. 1.
Thompson on Inflammation, vol. 1. :
Miscellaneous Pamphlets, Correspondence &e. 76. 17.

Missing. American Medical Recorder, No. 31, being No.
3 of vol. 8.
~ New York Medical and Physical Journal No. 81, being
2, vol. 8.
Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, Nos. 1 and 2.
The Committee appointed to call on the Mayor for the
purpose of obtaining a room in the new City Hall for the
use of this Society ; reported, that two of said Committee
had called upon him, who informed them that there would
be sufficient room, and that the Society would be accom-
modated, and that as soon as the Hall was finished this

business would be attended to.

Adjourned.
James P. Bovp, Secrefary, pro tempore.

Quarterly Meeting.
October 11th, 1831.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The Comitia Minora reported that they had examined
the diplomas of the following gentlemen, and found them
correct. They were accordingly admitted members of the
Society, viz.: Abraham Groesbeck of Albany, Edward
'W. Ford of Albany, John T. Van Alstyne, E. A. Lacey,
Luther M. Tracey, Alson Jesse Hallenbake, Richard J.
Dusenbury, Correl Humphrey.

The committee appointed to obtain a room in the City

L
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ITall for the use of this Society, reported that thishad been
effected ; and that the south-west room in the third story had
been granted for this purpose.

The following resolutions were adopted, viz.:

Llesolved, That a committee of three, be appointed to in-
vestigate the pretensions of certain persons in the city and
county, said to be engaged in the practice of Physic and
Surgery without license, and that said committee be au-
thorized to deal with such offenders according to law.

Resolved, That Drs. B. P. Staats, A. March, W. Noble,
constitute that committee.

The credentials of the following gentlemen being ap-
proved they were admitted members of the Society, viz.:
Drs. David Springsteed, Jonathan H. Case.

Adjourned.
JAMES P: Boybp, Secretary, pro tem.

Anniversary Meeling.
January 10th, 1832..

The Society met pursuant to notice, The following
gentlemen were present, viz.: Drs. William Bay, Chas.
D. Townsend, Peter Wendell, Joel A, Wing, Platt Wil-
liams, P. Van OLinda, H. Van OLinda, B. P. Staats, Jno.
W. Bay, Jas. McNaughton, P. McNaughton, Jas. P. Boyd,
Jno. James, Roger Viets, Alden March, J W. Hinkley,
II. Kane, Spalding, Johnson, Fredenburgh, E. 8. Burton,
Peter P. Staats, Brownell, Noxon, Van Antwerp, Ford,
Lowe, Dusenbury, Groesbeck, O'Donuel, Jas. M. Brown,
N. V. Winne, H. Greene, Stiles, Isaac Hempstead, Fran-
cis N. Selkirk, Van Zandt, Markay, Saml. 8. Treat, Rock-
well, Murphey, Crosby, D. M. MecLachlan, Jno. F. Town-
send, Lacy, Lay, Hun, Bronson, Lowe, Gregory, Coy,
Springsteed, Christie, Burrows, Van Alstyne, Tracey,

Humphrey, Case, Hallenbake, Warren.
The minutes of the last meeting having been read and
approved, the Society proceeded to the election of officers
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for the ensuing year, and the following gentlemen were
chosen.

Dr. Alden March, President.

Dr. Guy Spalding, Vice- President.

Dr. Elisha 8. Burton, Secrefary.

Dr. Correl Humphrey, Treasurer.

Dr. Henry Van Antwerp, Librarian.

Drs. Michael Freligh, James 8. Lowe, Alva W. Rock-
well, Henry Greene, and Samuel Shaw, Censors.

Drs. John James, Henry Van Antwerp, and Benj. Van
Zandt, Purchasing Commiltee.

It was on motion resolved to expunge the resolution
adopted by the Society in January, 1830, relating to the ad-
mission of members,

The following persons were admitted members of the
Society, viz.: Drs. Stephen D. Hand, Jarvis Barney,* Platt
Wicks, and J. W. Lay.

The following alterations of the by-laws were proposed
and adopted, viz.:

For Art. 1st of Section 3d, the following was snbstituted.
“ Any physician or surgeon having a license by the laws
of this state to practice his profession, shall after compli-
ance with the requisitions of the statute be a member of
the Society and be entitled to all its privileges.”

Art. 3d, Section 3d, relating to fines for non-attendance
at annual meetings, was expunged.

Adjourned.
James P. Boyp, Seeretary, pro tem.

Special Meeting of the Society.
March 1st, 1832.
The Society met pursuant to notice. The President
stated the object of the meeting whereupon Dr. James of-
fered the following resolution, viz.:
LResolved, That this Society, having heard with deep re-

* Dr. Jarvis Barney died March 3d, 1838, at the age of thiriy-three years.
14
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gret the announcement of the decease of our late associate
and Secretary, Saml. 8. Treat, tender our condolence to his
relatives; that we attend the funeral in a body, and that
we wear the usual badge of mourning for one month.

Motioned, by Dr. Greene, that a committee of three be
appointed to convey the transactions of the Society to the
relatives of the deceased. Whereupon the President ap-
pointed Drs. Wendell, P. McNaughton, and James as that
committee.

Adjourned.

E. S. Burrox, Secretary.

Quarterly Meeting.

April 10th, 1832,

The Society met pursuant to notice. The minutes of the
anniversary and of the special meeting, March 1st, 1832,
read and approved.

Motioned, by Dr. James McNaughton, that all physiecians
becoming members of this Society pay an initiating fee of
three dollars.

Resolved, That the Secretary correspond with the physi-
cians residing out of the city to ascertain if there are any
persons practicing medicine without a license, or if there
are any physicians practicing without being members of
this Society.

On motion, the Treasurer was ordered to call upon all
persons indebted to this Society and report the same.

Dr. Greene read a paper on Medical Police, and Dr,
James on Scarlatina.

Motioned, by Dr. J. MeNaughton, that the thanks of this
Society be presented to Drs. Greene and James, and that

they furnish a copy of their communications for deposit in
the archives of this Society.

Adjourned.
E. S. Burron, Secretary.
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June 15th, 1832,

Society met pursuant to notice. After calling to order
the President read a letter from the Mayor, requesting
a meeting of the Society for the purpose of devising means
for the prevention of, or arrestiig the progress of the Asi-
atic cholera* if it should exist.

On motion of Dr. Peter Wendell, that a committee of
five be appointed to draft a recommendatory letter to the
board of health respecting cholera.

On motion of Dr. Jas. McNaughton, that the committee
report to this Society at seven o’clock to-morrow after-
noon, g

Motioned, by Dr. Greene, that the Society appoint the
committee.

On motion, Dr. Jonathan Eights was appointed chair-
man of gsaid committee. On motion, that the remainder -
of the committee consist of Dr. Wm. Bay, Jas. McNaugh-
ton, Henry Greene and Dr. Peter Wendell.

Motioned, by Dr. Wendell, that the President and Sec-
retary be added to the committee.

Adjourned.
E. 8. Burroxn, Secreiary.

Special Meeting.
July 21st, 1832,

Society met pursuant to notice.

Motioned, by Dr. James, that that part of the minutes
of the last quarterly meeting beraccepted with the exception
of the resolution relating to the initiating fee.

Motioned, by Dr. James, that the physicians meet at

* A Medical Staff was organized under the direciion of the Board of
Health, consisting of Drs. Eights (Chairman of Medical Staff), Wing,
Greene, Bay, Townsend, Wendell, James, Mec Naughton, and March, and
rendered service, advisatory and professional, during the prevalence of the
Cholera. Dr. Barent B. Statts was Health-Officer of the Port. Special
and extra service was rendered by other members of the Society, who were
not connected wish the Medical Staff.
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the City ITall daily between seven and eight o’clock P. M.
for the purpose of conversation relative to the present epi-
demic, and that an album be kept at the same place in
which the physicians are requested to enter the names
of all persons deceased* at all hours of the day, and that
the Secretary cause the above to be published in all the
daily papers,
“Adjourned. :
i E. S. Burrox, Secretary.

Special Meeting.
August 18th, 1852.

Society met pursuant to notice. The credentials of Dr.
Beriah Douglas were presented for the purpose of gdmit-
ing him a member of this Society.

Resolved, That Dr. Douglas’s credentials be referred to
the Comitia Minora to report at the next quarterly
meeting.

Adjourned. L
E. 8. Burrox, Secrefary.

Anniversary Meeling.

January 8th, 1833.

The Society met pursuant to notice. The Secretary
called the roll and forty-six members answered to their
names,

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The President then delivered his address.

On motion of Dr. Barent P. Staats, we proceeded to the
election of officers. The President declared the following
gentlemen elected officers of this Society for the ensuing
year, viz.:

Dr. Alden March, President.

Dr. Guy SBpalding, Vice-President.

# The number of cases of cholera reported to the Board of Health in

1832 wag 1,147, of which 422 were fatal. The greatest number ocourred
in July. In 1834 there were 124 cases and 78 deaths.
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Dr. Elisha 8. Burton, Recording.Secretary.

Dr. Obadiah Crosby, Corresponding Secretary.

Dr. Correl Humphrey, Treasurer.

Dr. John Stiles, Librarian.

Drs. Saml. *Shaw, Henry Bronson, Edward W. Ford,
Benj. B. Fredenburgh, and Peter B. Noxon, Censors.

Dr. John James, Delegate to State Medical Society.

Drs. Henry Van Antwerp, Jarvis Barney, and Francis
N. Selkirk, Purchasing Commitlee,

On motion of Dr. Eights that the Secretary make out a
new list of members, omitting those who are dead or have
removed from the county.

Seecretary’s report read and accepted.

Librarian’s report read and referred to a committee, con-
gisting of Drs. Case, Hinkley, and Dorr.

Treasurer’'s report read and referred to a committee con-
gisting of Drs. Shaw, Van Denmark, and Moore.

On motion of Dr. Bronson, that a resolution passed Jan'y
12th, 1832, respecting the funds of the Society, be expunged.

Resolved, As the sense of this Society, that the time has
arrived when a public hospital is required in this city and
that the Society recommend the subject to the attention of
the city authorities.

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to pre-
sent the above resolution, viz. Drs. Greene, Bronson, and
Ford.

HResolved, That two hundred copies of the by-laws be
printed. The following gentlemen were appointed print-
ing committee, viz.: Drs. HIumphrey, Van Antwerp, and
Stiles.

Lesolved, That the following be added to the by-laws,
viz.: section 1st, article 2d.

Order to be observed in transacting business at the anni-
versary meeting of the Society.

Ist. After the Society has been called to order the roll
shall be called. - .
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2d. The minutes of the last meeting shall be read.

3d. The President shall deliver his address.

4th. The admission of new members.

5th. The Treasurer, Librarian, and committees shall
make their reports.

Gth. "Appointment of committees.

Tth. Amendment of by-laws.

8th. Miscellaneous business.

9th. The election of officers shall take place.

It shall be the duty ofthe President to deliver an address
at the anniversary meeting.

Adjourned.
E. 8. Burrox, Seerefary.

April 10th, 1833.
Society met pursnant to notice. There being no busi-

ness the Society adjourned.
E. S. Burrox, Seeretary.

Anniversary Meeting. |
January 14th, 1834,

Society met pursuant to notice ; the minutes of the last
meeting read and approved.

The roll being called, sixty-five members answered to .
their names. The President then delivered his ad-
dress.

On motion of Dr. J. McNaughton, the thanks of this
Society be presented to him and that he be requested to
furnish a copy for the archives of the Society. Dr. Saba-
lis presented his credentials for membership and they were
referred to a committee consisting of Drs. P. Van OLinda,
‘Wm. Bay, and Jonathan Eights.

The following gentlemen presented their credentials
and were admitted members, viz.: Drs, Wm. J. Radecliff
and Samuel Dickson.

The resignation of Dr. Correl Humphrey, Treasurer,
read and accepted.
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The Treasurer’s report read and accepted.

The Secretary’s report read and accepted.

The Librarian’s report read and referred to a com-
mittee consisting of Drs. Williams, J. James, and Van
Antwerp.

The President read a memorial to the legislature.

On motion we went into the election of officers for

the ensuning year, and the following gentlemen were
elected :

Dr. Barent P. Staats, President.

Dr. Benjamin B. Fredenburgh, Vice- President.

Dr. Herman Wendell, Recording Secretary.

Dr. Wm. J. Radeclift, Corresponding Secretary.

Dr, Jarvis Barney, Treasurer.,

Dr. David McLachlan, Librarian.

Drs. Jas. P. Boyd, John W. Hinkley, Peter McNaugh-
ton, Leonard G. Warren, and Jonathan H. Case, Cen-
sors.

* Adjourned.
E. 8. Burrox, Secretary.

P. 8. The committee on Dr. Sabalis’s credentials report
that they have examined them and recommend that he be
admitted a member of this SBociety.

E. 8. Burtox, Secretary.

Special Meeting.
Feb’y 26th, 1834,

The Society met pursnant to notice. By order of the
President. Present, Drs. B. P. Staats, Jas. McNaughton,
P. McNaughton, P. Van OLinda, O. Crosby, A. Groesbeck,
J. Stiles, Jarvis Barney, Herman Wendell, Connelly, and
Armsby. The President read a letter from the Treasurer
in relation to the funds of the Society, when the following
resolution was offered by Jas. McNuughton, M.D

Seconded and carried.

Resolved, That a receipt from the present Treasurer, J.
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Barney, to Dr. Crosby for the money left with him by the
late Treasurer shall be a lawful receipt for the same.
The Society then adjourned.
Hermaxy WENDELL, Secrefary.

Quarterly Meeting.
April 8th, 1834.

The Society met pursuant to notice. The following
gentlemen were present: Drs. Henry Greene, Jas. P.
Boyd, Bernhard Sabalis, E. S. Burton, Sidney Sawyer,
Jarvis Barney, Ilerman Wendell.

The President of the Society being absent it was, on mo-
tion of Dr. II. Greene,

Resolved, That Dr. Jas. P. Boyd be appointed President
pro lem.

The minutes of the Anniversary and special meetings
having been read and approved it was, on motion.

Resolved, That we do now

Adjourn. .
Hermaxy WEeNpELL, M. D., Secretary.

Quarterly Meeting.
July 8th, 1834.

The BSociety met pursuant to notice. The following
members of the Society were present.

The President of the Society, Drs. Barent P. Staats,
Alden March, Henry Van Antwerp, James H. Armsby,
W. Newcomb, N. L. Hungerford, L. G. Warren, J. H.
Case, Benj. B. Fredenburgh, Herman Wendell, and
Frederick Crounse (afterwards admitted a member).

The minutes of the last quarterly meeting were read,
and on motion were approved.

The following resolution, offered by Dr. A. March, and
seconded by Dr. II. Van Antwerp, was carried.

Resolved, That the President be authorized to dizcon-
tinue the several subscriptions for Periodical Magazines,
at present subseribed for by this Society.
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Dr. Frederick Crounse of West Guilderland, on present-
ing the necessary documents, was admitted a member of
the Society.

No further business appearing the Society then adjourned.

Hermax WEexsDELL, M. D., Secretary.

Special Meeting.
July 22d, 1834.

The Society met pursuant to notice. By order of the
President. Seventeen members present.

The object of the meeting having been stated, it was on
motion of Dr. Joel A. Wing, seconded by the President,

Resolved, That the members of this Society meet at the
Mayor's court room on the ntorning of the 24th inst. to at-
tend the funeral obsequies of Genl. La Fayette, and also
that we wear crape on the left arm for thirty days.

It having been stated to the Society by the President,
that the Legislature of the State of New York at their last
gession passed a law for the protection of the people of
this state from quackery in the practice of physic and sur-
gery, and also for the protection of the medical profession
in their just rights, and believing that a number of persons
not legally authorized were practicing physic and surgery
in this county for fee and reward; therefore, in order to
protect ourselves and the people of this county from such
illegal practices, it was, on motion of Dr. Henry Van
Antwerp, seconded by Dr. H. Greene,

Rewlred, That the President and Secretary of this So-
ciety be requested to commence prosecutions against all
persons practicing medicine and surgery contrary to law
in this city and county.

It was, on motion of Dr. Samuel Shaw,

Resolred, That a committee of three individuals be ap-
pointed to examine the credentials of Bernhard Sabalis,
and report at the next meeting of this Society.

15
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The President named, as that committee, Drs. 8. Shaw,
H. Greene and . Van OLinda.
No further business appearing, the Society then ad-
journed.
HeryMan WeNDELL, M. D., Secrefary.

Quarterly Meefing.
; November 21st, 1834.

The Society met pursuant to notice. The minutes of
last meeting were approved.

Nine members present.

The President, from the committee appointed to prose-
cute all illegal practitioners, reported, that prosecution
had been commenced (and a verdict given for the Bociety)
against George Cook; also a second suit against George
Cook, which terminated favorably to the Society in the
justice's court, which suithas been carried to a higher court.
Suit hasalso been commenced against John Thomson, which
guit is in progress.

On motion of Dr. Jas. McNaughton, seconded by Dr.
Herman Wendell, it was resolved that the committee, ap-
pointed at the last meeting of the Society to inspect Dr.
Sabalis’s credentials, be discharged from that duty.

It was then, on motion, resolved that we adjourn.

Hermany WespgrLn, M. D., R. Seeretary.

Anniversary Meeting.
January 13th, 1835.

The Society met pursuant to public notice, according
to the Statutes of the Society. Fifty members present.

Proceedings of last meeting approved.

It was, on motion of Dr. Eights,

Resolved, That the diplomas and certificates of gentle-
men applying for admission into this Society be referred
to a committee to report at a future meeting of this Soci-
ety. Several applications were so referred. The commit-
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tee consists of Dr. J. Eights, James McNaughton, and
Charles D. Townsend.

Dr. Sawyer offered a resolution concerning the library,
which was laid on the table.

Report of officers.

The Treasurer, Dr. Barney, reported that at a special
meeting of the Society held on the 26th of February last,
he received from the Ex-Treasurer,through the hands of
Dr. O. Crosby, eight dollars sixty cents.

Since receiving the above, he has received from the
present Secretary, Dr. Herman Wendell, ten dollars, re-
ceived by him for diplomas.

He has also paid to Hoffman & White, bills amount-
ing to four dollars for printing; also to Weare C. Little
four dollars sixty-three cents for balance due on periodi-
cals, &e., leaving a balance in the Treasurer’s hands of ten
dollars.

The report was referred to a committee consisting of
Drs. Van Antwerp, Selkirk and Gregory.

The Librarian, Dr. McLachlan, reported the following
works as the library of the Society.

Bateman’s Synopsis, 1 vol. ; Bateman’s & Willan's Plates,
1do.; Thompson's Lectures, 1 do. ; Barten’s Cullen, 2 do. ;
Caldwell’s Cullen, 2 do. ; Richeran's Cullen, 2 do.; Pem-
berton’s Treatise, 2 do.; Philadelphia Journal, 12th and
14th do. ; New England do., Tdo.; N.Y. Medical Reposi-
tory, 6 and 7 do.; Aceum on Poisons, Wallis on Diseases,
Scudamore on Gout, Reed on Nervous Diseases, Dewee's
Parturition, Eclectic Repertory, American Journal of
Science, N. Y. Medical & Surgical Journal, Duncan on
Consumption, Transactions of N. Y. State Medical So-
ciety. ;

A few volumes remain in possession of former Librarian,
Dr. Stiles, which the Librarian has not been able to procure.

Hogben's plates are in possession of Dr. Hempstead.
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American Journal of medical science, taken out h} Drs.
Van Antwerp July 23d, 1834. Report accepted.

The Secretary, Dr. Herman Wendell, reported that fees
had been received from Benjamin D. Barlow and Wm.
C. Howell for diplomas to the amount of ten dollars, which
fees had been handed to the Treasurer of the Society.

Report approved.

The Society then proceeded to the election ﬂf officers
for the ensuing year, when the following gentlemen were
elected.

Dr. Barent P. Staats, President.

Dr. Peter B. Noxon, Viee- President.

Dr. Herman Wendell, Secretary.

Dr. Jarvis Barney, Treasurer.

Dr. Henry Van Antwerp, Librarian.

Drs. P. McNaughton, James P. Boyd, Jonathan II. Case,
Francis N. Selkirk, and Leonard G. Warren, Censors.

Drs. Jonathan Eights, Joel A. Wing, and David McLach-

an, Purchasing Commilfee.

Dr. Henry Greene offered the following resolutions
which were unanimously adopted.

‘Whereas, This Society having been informed of the
death of our late fellow member, Correl Humphrey, M. D.,
who died at Calcutta on the 21st of May, 1834, from an in-
jury received while on a voyage to that place, the principal
object of which was professional improvement, therefore

Resolved, That while this Society highly commend and
approve the zeal and professional spirit, which prompt the
younger members of our profession to visit foreign countries
for purpose of professional improvement, we deeply deplore
this afflictive dispensation of Divine Providence, which has
thus cut off in early life a fellow member of our Society,
who from studious habits, correct moral deportment, and a

faithful discharge of the duties of his profession, gave as-
surances of continued respectability and inereasing useful-
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ness, had his life been prolonged to pursue his professional
career.

Resolved, That this Society tender their condolence to
the family connections, and friends of the deceased and as-
sure them that we are fully sensible of the loss which they
in common with ourselves have sustained by the afflictive
dispensation.

Resolved, That the foregoing résolutions be entered upon
- the minutes of our Society in connection with the records
of this meeting that a copy be furnished by the Secretary
to the family of the deceased, and that they also be printed.

The resolution offered by Dr. Sawyer having been called
up, Dr. Platt Williams proposed the following amendment
which was adopted. :

That a committee of three be appointed to inquire into
the expediency of establishing a medical reading room to
be supported by contribution or otherwise as shall be here-
after proposed. The President appointed the committee
which consists of Drs, Platt Williams, Alden March, and
Sydney Sawyer.

Dr. Platt Williams, from a committee appointed at the
last anniversary meeting to inquire into the condition of
the library of the Society, reported it to consist of the works
named above in the report of the Librarian.

Report accepted.

Dr. Van Antwerp from the committee to whom were re-
ferred the reports of the Treasurer have examined the
said reports and find them correct, and move that they be
accepted, which was accordingly done.

The Society then adjourned.

Hrrman WEeNDELL, M. D., Secreiary.

Quarterly Meeting.

April 14th, 1835.
The Society met pursuant to notice, given in the public
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.
newspapers. The President, Secretary, and several mem-

bers present.
No business appearing, the Society adjourned.

HerMAN WENDELL, M. D., Secretary.

Special Meeting.

May 1st, 1835.

The Society met pursuant to public notice. The follow-
ing members present. _

President, Drs. March, Greene, James, Cogswell, O'Don-
nel, Sawyer, Crosby, Burton, Stiles, Van Antwerp, Dorr,
Ford, Hinkley, Gregory, and Shaw.

The committee to whom was referred the questions in
relation to a dispensary, vaceine institution, library, medi-
cal reading room, &e., &e. Drs. Williams, March, and
Sawyer made a voluminous report which was adopted. A
committee to circulate the constitution, and to procure sig-
natures, was appointed, consisting of same committee,
together with Drs. James, Greene, and President, Dr.
Staats; they were also enjoined to consult with common
council concerning the dispensary.

Society then adjourned.

Hermax WexpeLL, M. D., Secrefary.

Quarterly Meeting.
July 21st, 1835,
The Society met pursuant to notice. There not being a
quornm of members present, no business was transacted.
Hermaxy WexpeLr, M., D., Secretary.

Quarterly Meeting.
Oectober 13th, 1835.
The Society met pursuant to public notice being given
in the several city papers. The following members present.
President, Dr. B. P. Staats, and Drs. Jas. McNaughton,
Peter McNaughton, John James, Joel A. Wing, Alden
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March, Wm. O'Donnel, James P. Boyd, H. Kane, J. Hal-
lenbake, Burton, and Ierman Wendell.

Dr. Staats stated that as several medical gentlemen had
applied for certificates of membership, he had examined
their diplomas, found them correct, and if the Society au-
thorized him he would give them certificates of member-
ghip. It was, on motion of Dr. Wing, resolved that the
President be authorized to grant certificates to those gen-
tlemen who in his opinion have the necessary diplomas, &c.

Dr. James McNaughton stated that inasmuch as the
State Medical Society had enjoined upon county societies
to institute an initiation fee, this Society do hereby resolve
that an initiation fee of three dollars be required and de-
manded from each person joining this Society from and
after the passage of this resolution; it was, after disenssion,
laid on the table for consideration at the anniversary meet-
ing. !

The Society then on motion adjourned until the anni-
versary meeting.

HerMaNy WEeNDpELL, M. D., Secretary,

Anniversary Meeling.
January 12th, 1836.

Society met pursuant to public notice being given in
the city papers, according to the by-laws of the Society.
Twenty-nine members of the Society present.

The minutes of the last quarterly meeting were read
and approved unanimously.

The Society then proceeded to the election of officers
for the ensuing year, when the following gentlemen were
declared elected.

Dr. Barent P. Staats, President.

Dr. Alva W. Rockwell, Vice- President.
~ Dr. Herman Wendell, Secretary.

Dr. Jarvis Barney, Treasurer.

Dr. Henry Van Antwerp, Librarian.
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Drs. John F. Townsend, Hazael Kane, Abraham Groes-
beck, Frederick Crounse, and David Springsteed, Censors.

‘Written reports were received from the President, Sec-
retary, and Treasurer, which were accepted and approved.
A verbal report was made by the Librarian, when it was
resolved, that the Librarian be requested to report at the
next meeting of the Society, a list of all works in his pos-
gession, and also a list of those missing.

It was on motion of Dr. Greene, seconded by Dr. J. W.
Bay, resolved that the Secretary discontinue advertising
all notices for meetings of the Society except special.

Resolved, Unanimously, that from and after this date an
initiation fee of three dollars be demanded from all persons
joining this Society.

Resolved, That Jonathan Eights, Charles D. Townsend,
and James McNaughton, be a committee to examine cre-
dentials of persons applying for admission to the Society.

The Society then adjourned.

It was also resolved, that five dollars be contributed to
the State Medical Society, towards their prize fund, &e.

HerMaN WEeNDELL, Seeretary.

Quarterly Meeting.
April, 1836.
No quorum. :
Quarterly Meeting.
July 13th, 1836.
No quorum.
Quarterly Meeling.
October 4th, 1836.
No quorum.
Anniversary Meeting.
January 10th, 1837,
Society met pursuant to public notice Leing given in
two city papers, according to the by-laws of the Society.
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Eighteen members answered to their names. Sociegy then
admitted the following: Drs. Van Rensselaer, Sewall,
Carter, Priest, Rossman, Van Buren, Trotter, Grant, and
G. Spalding, members of the Society, and refused unani.
mously to admit J. G. Rosenstein the homcaopathist, who
is in connection with quacks. The Society then proceeded
to the election of officers, when the following gentlemen
were elected :

Dr. John W. Bay, President.

Dr. L. G. Warren, Viee- Presidend.

Dr. A. Groesbeck, Secretary.

Dr. J. F. Townsend, Treasurer.

Dr. David McLachlin, Librarian.

Drs. Jas. P. Boyd, P. C. Dorr, H. Van OLinda, P.
MecNaunghton, J. H. Case, Censors.

Delegate to the State Medical Society, Peter Van
OLinda.

A committee, consisting of Drs. Eights, Boyd and March,
were appointed a committee to make inquiries in relation
to the library, and report at the first quarterly meeting of
the Society.

The Society then adjourned.

HerMany WEesDELL, M. D., Secretary.

Anniversary Meeting.
January 9th, 1838,

The Society met pursnant to public notice. The follow-
ing gentlemen were present, viz.: Drs. James MceNaugh-
ton, Jonathan Eights, Alden March, Peter McNaughton,
Henry Greene, Joel A. Wing, Peter Van OLinda, James
P. Boyd, B. P. Staats, H. Van OLinda, H. Kane, James
Brown, Isaac Hempstead.

The minutes of the last meeting having been read and
approved, the Society proceeded to the election of officers
for the ensuing year, and the following gentlemen were

chosen ;
16
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Dr.glas. . Boyd, President.

Dr. Peter McNaughton, Vice- President.

Dr. Abraham Groesbeck, Secrelary.

Dr. Henry Greene, Treasurer.

Dr. D. McLachlan, Librayian.

Drs. B. P. Staats, Alden March, Hcm*j' Van OLinda,
L. G. Warren, Saml. Dickson, Censors.

The following resolution was adopted :

Resolved, That the Treasurer refund. to Dr. Peter Van
OLinda, Delegate to 8. M. Society five.dollars, which he
has paid in behalf of the Society to the prize fund; and
also five dollars due for the ensuing year. Dr. Van
Buren presented himself for admission ; his diploma was
referred to the Comitia Minora to report on at the next
quarterly meeting.

The Society then adjourned.

A. GROESBECK, Secrelary.

Anniversary Meeling.

Janunary 8th, 1839.

The Society met pursnant to public notice. The min-
utes of the last meeting were read and approved.

On motion of Dr. Staats, Drs. Peter Van Buren and
John Wilson were admitted as members.

Dr. John Babeock presented himself for admission ; his
diploma was referred to the Comitia Minora. A com-
mittee, consisting of Drs. Peter Van Buren, Peter P. Staats
and John W. Hinkley, was appointed to examine the
Treasurer’s report. The Society then proceeded to the
election of officers. The following gentlemen were elected :

Dr. James P. Boyd, President.

Dr, Peter McNaughton, Vice- President.

Dr. A. Groesbeck, Secretary.

Dr. H. Van OLinda, Treasurer.

Dr. John Wilson, Librarian.
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Drs. Barent P. Staats, Peter Van Buren, John W. Hink-
ley, Peter P. Staats, and Benjamin Fredenburgh, Censors.

Dr. John Van Alstyne presented his diploma, and on -
motion of Dr. Staats was admitted to the Society.

The following resolutions were then adopted, viz.:

Resolved, That a committee be appointed whose duty it
shall be to examine the county records for the purpose of
reporting the names of all those pretendeys of medicine
who practice contrary to law, and that they have full power
to prosecute in the name of the Society all who have not
complied with the requisitions of the revised statutes.
This committee to consist of Drs. James McNaughton, B.
P. Staats,* and John Van Alstyne.

¥ After the publication of the Semi-Centennial address before the Medi-
cal Society of the county of Albany. which I had the honor to deliver on
the 11th of November, 1856, among the pleasant complimentary notes that

I received was one from the late Lemuel Jenkins, Esq., a portion of which
as it refers to this committee, is subjoined.

s Albany, Nov. 14th, 1856,

“ My Dear Sim. * L » * *

*“ But my object in writing this note was not so much to speak of Dr_
Wing, as to mention an incident, suggested to my memory by your remarks
on the laws and litigation in relation to irregular practitioners, otherwise
called quacks.

¢ In the years 1832 and "33, Dr. John Thomson, the vapor bath and pat-
ent medicine man (and the son of his Father), was flourishing here in the
green field of a large practice, and I was at that time a justice of the
justice’s court of this city. In one of these years Dr. B. P. Staats, then
President (I believe) of the County Medical Society, brought a suit in
that court, in their behalf, against Dr. Thomson, for practicing without a
license. The cause wastried before myself and a jury. It was proved
that Dr. T. attended a sick woman, and administered his patent medicine,
botles 4, No. 1, to A, No. 6; and that he charged and received £2 for
medical attendance, in additicn to bis charges for the patent medicine.
Dr. T. did not dispute these facts, but set up as a defence to the action,
his patent under the patent laws of the United States; that the laws of
the state were invalid, as conflicting with a law of the United States,
which authorized him to use and sell those medicines under hiz patent,
which he produced in court.

sAfter argument, I overruled his defence, and instructed the jury to
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Resolved, That the by-laws of this Society, together with
the resolutions subsequently adopted for its government
and now in force be referred to a committee to amend and
revise the same and report at the next anniversary meet-
ing. The chair appointed Drs. Jon. Eights, Peter Van
OLinda, and Peter Van Buren to constitute this commit-
tee;

Adjourned.

A. GROESBECK, Secretary.

T

Anniversary Meeting.

Jan. 14th, 1840.

The Society met pursuant to public notice.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The report of the Secretary was read and approved.

The report of the Librarian was then read and on mo-
tion of Dr. Eights a committee of three was appointed to
investigate the state of the library, said committee to con-
sist of Drs. Wing, P. Van OLinda, and MecLachlan.

find for the plaintiff, which they did, to the amount of §10. Dr. Thomson
appealed to the Court of Common FPleas, where my decision was confirmed.
He then appealed to the Supreme Court, where he was again defeated.

“ The case interested me because it presented, at first view, an appar-
ent conflict between the laws of the U. 8. and those of the state, and the
grave question which has several times arisen in the courts, to what ex-
tent the state has a constitutional right to enforce its sanitary laws and
pelice regulations, although they may be apparently in collision with a
law of the United States on similar subjects,

] decided in Thomson's case, that there was no such collision, but that
there was room enough for both laws to operate, without interference ; that
Dr. Thomson had the exclusive right to use and vend Nos. 1, 2, 2, 4, 5, 6,
but had not a right to take fees for adminisiering the same. Whether this
law case will interest you or not I cannot anticipate, but take the liberty
4o send it to you with the renewed expression of my gratification in read-

ing your excellent address, and of my sincere regard.
¢ L. JENKINS.

«“Albany, Nov. 14th, 1856.
«Dr 8, D. WinLaen.™
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The Society then proceeded to the election of officers
and the following gentlemen were elected :

Dr. Jonathan Eights, President.

Dr. Peter MeNaughton, Vice- President.

Dr. Peter Van Buren, Secrefary.

Dr. H. Van OLinda, Treasurer.

Dr. J. H. Trotter, Librarian.

Drs. Henry Greene, J. W. Hinkley, B. P. Staats, J. H.
Case, and J. 8. Van Alstyne, Censors.

On motion of Dr. Wing, the Society adjourned to Jan.
28th, 1840, at 3 o’clock P. M.

A. GROESBECK, Secretary.

Adjourned Anniversary Meeting.

; Jan. 281h, 1840,

The Society met pursuant to adjournment and to public
notice duly given.

Present, Drs. Eights, P. Staats, J. W. Hinkley, J. 8.
Van Alstyne, P, Williams, P. McNaughton, J. Wilson, P.
Van OLinda, H. Van OLinda, and P. Van Buren.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

Dr. Hinkley, from committee, appointed to examine
Treasurer’s accounts, submitted a written report, conclud-
ing with a recommendation that a committee be appointed
to examine the books and papers of the Secretary for the
purpose of ascertaining, what amount has been received
for diplomas during the years 1836, "37, '38, and ’39.

On motion the report was accepted.

The President appointed the following a committee to
examine the books and papers of Secretary, as recom-
mended. Drs. P. Staats, Wing, and Hinkley.

Dr. Wing, from committee appointed to examine the
state of the library, reported as follows :

The committee appointed to examine the library belong-
ing to the Albany County Medical Society, have attended
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to that duty and respectfully report. That they now find
in the library, the following books and pamphlets, viz. :

Hogben’s Obstetrical Plates, 2 Vols., 2,
Hogben's Obstetrical Studies, 1 Vol., L.
Bateman’s Plates on Cutaneous diseases, 1 Vol., L
Bateman's Synopsis, 1 Vol., 1.
- Eclectic Repository, 14 Vols. (10 and 4), 14.
New England Journal of Medical Sciences, T Vols.,
(10 to 16), ;8
New York, Medical and Physical Journal, 6 Vols.
(2 to T), 6.
Philadelphia, Journal of Medical Sciences, 13 Vols.
(from 1 to 14, No. 3 missing), 1

Medical Repository, 3 Vols, (6, 7, and 8),
Thompson on Inflammation, 1 Vol.,
Sceudamore on Gout, 1 Vol.,

Benton's Cullen, 2 Vols.,

Caldwell’s Cullen, 2 Vols.,

Saunders on the Eye, 1 Vol.,
Pemberton’s Treatise, 1 Vol.,

Duncan on Consumption, 1 Vol.,

Reid on Nervous Affections, 1 Vol,,
Dewees on Difficult Parturition, 1 Vol,,
Accum on Culinary Poisons, 1 Vol.,
Cullen’s Practice, 2 Vols.,

American Journal of Medical Sciences, 3 Vols.,

i B ! ol %) gl - TR ol

American Medical Recorder, 5 Nos. Nos.

29, 30, 32, 45, and 46. 5.
American Journal of Medical Sciences, (from No. 7 to

33, No. 26 missing), 26.
New York Medical and Physical Journal, 4 Nos., 4
Magill on Typhus Fever, Copies, 3.
Hobson on lodine, do. 1
Transactions of the State Medical Society, 8 or 10.

In all 65 bound volumes, 48 or 9 numbers and pamphlets.
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The bound velumes are in tolerable condition, but the
numbers are in much need of being bound. Hogben's
Plates, require the hands of a book binder to put them in
condition for use.

The committee are unable to state with accuracy the
names and numbers of missing volumes, but believe there

are but few volumes lost,—although there would seem to
be a considerable number of unbound periodicals absent.

We were unable to find any accurate list of the original
library. Orfila on Poisons, and a very few others, now
not found, are remembered to have been purchased for
the library.
All which is respectfully submitted.
J. A. Wixa, Chairman.
P. Vax OLixpa.

The above report was accepted, and ordered to be en-
tered on the minutes.

P. Van Buren, from committee appointed to revise the
by-laws of the Society, reported that they had given the
subject all due consideration, and herewith submitted, as
the result of their labors, a draft of revised laws, for the
consideration of the Society. The same having been read,
on motion the report was accepted.

It was then resolved that it be re-read by sections, and
the question of adoption put on each section separately.
After discussion held thereon, and some amendments
made, it was unaniinously adopted, in the words following.
Vide (original draft, on file in Secretary’s possession).

On motion of Dr. Wilson, the by-laws as now adopted
were referred to the Comitia Minora, to have them print-
ed, as soon as there shall be funds in the treasury to defray
such expense.

On motion of Dr. P. Van OLinda, it was

Resolved, That the Treasurer of this Society pay to the
Delegate five dollars, paid to the State Medical Society's
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prize fund in 1839, and that hereafter, this Society will
regularly appropriate five dollars to said fund, out of any
funds in the treasury not otherwise appropriated.
On motion, the Society adjourned.
P. Vax Burex, Secretary.
Albany, Jan. 28th, 1840. g

Semi- Annual Meeting.
June 9th, 1840,

The Society met pursuant to public notice, at the City
Hall, and was called to-order by the President, Dr. Eights.

Present, Drs. Eights, P. McNaughton, H. Greene, H.
Van OLinda, J. 8. Van Alstyne, A. Wilson, Wing, P.
P. Staats, H. Van OLinda, P. Van Buren.

The minutes of the last meeting wereread and approved.

On motion, it was ordered that the by-laws, as adopted
at the last annual meeting, be recorded by the Secretary.

Dr. P. Staats, from the committee appointed to examine
the books and papers of the Secretary, and to report the
amount of funds received for diplomas, from 1836 to "89,
reports that they have discharged that duty, and find by
the credits of the Society about thirty-five dollars. That

the vouchers for the expenditure of the same are not
among the Secretary’s papers. After remarks made there-

on it was resolved, that the committee continue their in-
vestigation, and examine also the books and papers of the
Treasurver, and if deficiencies are found to exist, to collect -
the same from those who shall be found indebted to the
Society.

Dr. J. MeNaughton offered the following resolutions,
which were unanimously adopted.

Resolved, That the President of this Society notify all
persons, who are now practicing physic or surgery in this
county without license, to take the necessary steps within
two months to become legal practitioners.

Llesolved, That the names of such persons as neglect to
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comply with said resolution, be published in the state pa-
per for the information of the public, that those author-
ized by law to practice medicine, may be distingnished
from irregular practitioners.

On motion, it was resolved, that the above resolutions,
be published in the papers of this city.

On motion of Dr. Wilson,

Resolved, That the Secretary cause notices of the meet-
ings of this Society to be printed in convenient form, to
be directed personally to the members of the Society, pre-
vious to each meeting thereof, and that hereafter the
publication of notices in the papers be omitted.

On motion, the Society now adjourned.

P. Vax Burex, Secretary.

Albany, June 9th, 1840.

By-Laws oF tHE ALBaxYy Couxty MEDICAL SoCIETY, AS

ADOPTED AT THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE SOCIETY, HELD
JANUARY 281H, 1840.

Secriox I Meetings of the Society.

Article 1st. This Society shall hold two meetings in
each year, to be called the Ainnual and Semi-Annual meet-
ing. The annual meeting shall be held on the second Tues-
day of November, and the semi-annual on the second Tues-
day of June, at 11 o’clock, A. M., in the city of Albany.
Five members shall constitute a quorum to transact busi-
ness, except at the annual meeting, when nine members
shall be required to proceed to the election of officers.

SecrioN I1.  Officers and their Duty.

Art. 1st. The officers of the Society shall consist of

a President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, Libra-

rian, and five Censors, who shall be chosen by ballot at the

annual meeting of the Society. And if no election take
17
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place on that day, they shall hold their respective offices
until the next annual meeting.

Art. 2d. It shall bethe duty of the President to pre-
side at all meetings ; to preserve order, and regulate the
business of the Society ; he shall call special meetings of
the SBociety, on application made to him, or by concurrence
of any two members, and shall cause notice thereof to be
given by the Secretary. He shall only vote when the mem-
bers are equally divided on the question before them, and
shall at all times deliver the decisions of the Society. On
points of order, his decisions shall be final, except on an
appeal being taken, when a majority of members present
may reverse it.

Art. 3d. In the absence of the President, his duties
shalldevolve on the Vice-President, and when both are ab-
sent, the Society shall elect a President pro fem.

Art. 4th. It shall be the duty of the Secretary to at-
tend all meetings, and record the minutes of the Society
in a book to be provided for that purpose. He shall
give notice of all the regular and special meetings of
the Society in such a manner as it shall direct ; and he shall
keep a record of the names of all the members of this So-
ciety, and the names of those, who are by the Censors
thereof, admitted to the practice of Physic and Surgery.

Art. 5th. It shall bethe duty of the Treasurer, to take
charge, and keep a correct account of moneys belonging
to this Society, with the receipts and expenditures thereof;
and to exhibit a statement of the funds once in every year,
or as often as shall be required. e shall preserve, for the
benefit of the Society, all donations and movable property
committed to his charge, and keep an exact register of the
same, with the names of the respective donors. He sghall
at stated meetings of the Society, or at other times, demand
from each member, if necessary, the amount due by tax or
otherwise, and keep an exact record of the same, with the

T
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Dr. & Cr. of each; and, whenever a majority of members
present shall require, report a statement to the Society.
Art. 6th. It shall be the duty of the Censors to examine
all candidates applying for license to practice Medicine, or
the various branches thereof; who, after such examinations,
ghall, if they find the candidate qualified, grant him a cer-
tificate to that effect, signed by each Censor; which cer-
tificate shall entitle him to the diploma of this Society, on
application to the President. Not less than three Censors
shall constitute a board for the examination of candidates.
In case of the absence of one or more of the board of Cen-
sors, the President shall appoint a Censor or Censors, pro
| lempore.

Secriox III.  Admission of Members.

Art. 1st. Any physician or surgeon having a license
by the laws of this state to practice his profession shall,
on application at a regular meeting of this Society, after
having exhibited £atisfactory credentials, and paid to the
Treasurer the sum of three dollars initiating fee, be ad-
mitted a member thereof.

Art. 2d. The President, Vice-President and Censors
ghall eonstitute a Comitia Minora, to receive all applications
for membership, during the recess of the Society, and they
shall report the qualifications of all applicants with their
vouchers, to the first meeting of the Society thereafter.

SectioN IV. Funds of the Society.

Art. 1st. Every member of this Society shall pay an-
nually to the Treasurer thereof the sum of one dollar,
which, together with the funds derived from other sources,
ghall constitute the Common Fund of this Society, and
shall be appropriated to such purposes, as a majority of its
members at any regular meeting shall direct.
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-amounted to $21.55. The report of the Secretary was
also presented and accepted.

The President reported, that in pursuance of the duties
devolving on him, he had served notices on the following
gentlemen, requiring them to make application for mem-
bership to the Society, viz.:

Drs. Wheeler, Martin, Young, Payn, T. Brown, Jenks,
J. Northrop, Van Loon, Cogswell, and O’'Callaghan.

Of the above, Dr. Jenks had taken the proper steps, to
entitle him to become a member of the Bociety. Dr.
Cogswell, had also requested to have his name presented
for admission. Dr. Payn also. Whereupon, the following
resolution was adopted. : :

Resolved, That any physician practicing in this county
who shall submit satisfactory doenments to the President,
and pay the initiation fee, be admitted by him a member
of this Society. The President also reported, that he had
served the resolutions adopted at the semi-annual meeting
in relation to illegal practitioners, on the following per-
song, and that no steps had been taken by either of them
to become members of the Society, viz.:

James Cox, George Cook, M. D., LL. D., D. D., &e.,
James Graham, M. D., and C. C. Griffin. j

After conversation thereon, it was ordered that the reso-
lutions, directing the publication of the names of those,
who refused to become legal practitioners, should be car-
ried into effect, and that their names should have a perma-
nent insertion in the State paper.

On motion of Dr. B. P. Staats, the names of Drs. C. C.
Yates, and Markay, were reinstated as members of this
Society.

The Secretary presented a memorial from the Monroe
County Medical Society, which after having commenced
the reading of, was, on motion of Dr. P. Van OLinda, laid
on the table.
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The President of the Smﬂaty now read his annual ad-
dress, and after remarks thereon the following resolution
was unanimously adopted.

Resolved, That the thanks of the Society be tendered to
its President for the able address delivered by him this day.

The following resolution was then offered and adopted:

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to procure a
convenient place, in which to hold the stated meetings of
‘this Society.

The President appointed the following as this committee.
P. Van Buren, B. P. Staats, and H. Greene.

The Secretary offered the following, which was adopted.

Resolved, That the Comitia Minora procure suitable di-
plomas, on parchment, for the use of this Society.

The election of officers being in order, the Society pro-
ceeded to ballot for the same, when the following was the
result : !

Dr. Jonathan Eights, President.

Dr. P. MeNaughton, Vice- President.

Dr. P. Van Buren, Secretary.

Dr. H. Van OLinda, Treasurer.

Dr. J. 8. Van Alstyne, Librarian.

Drs. H. Greene, P. Van OLinda, J. Wilson, J. Van Bu-
ren, and J. 8. Van Alstyne, Censors.

Dr. B. P. Staats, Delegate to State Medical Society.

By unanimous consent, the following preamble and reso-
lution were offered and adopted :

Whereas, This Society, at its meeting in June last, re-
solved to raise the sum of one dollar from each member,
and whereas, it is understood that some of the members,
refuse to pay the same;

Resolved, That those members who refuse, on being
again properly requested, be compelled by law to pay the
same, _

On motion, the Society now adjourned. -

P. Vax Burex, Secretary.
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At a special meeting of theMAlbany County Medical So-
ciety held at the City Hall March 3d, 1841.

The President, Dr. Eights stated that the object of the
meeting was to get the united voice of the Society, in op-
position to the repeal of the law, making it obligatory upon
practitioners from a foreign state or country to be exam-
ined by the Censors of the State Medical Society, previous
to their legal qualifications to practice. 'Whereupon, a re-
monstrance, embodying the views of the Society against
the repeal, petitioned for by the Monroe County Medical
Society, was unanimously agreed upon, and directed to be
signed by the President and Secretary, and presented to
the legislature.

The following resolution was then presented and after
conversation thereon adopted.

Lesolved, That a committee be appointed to prepare a
remonstrance against the bill reported in favor of the
Thomsonians, and that said remonstrance be submitted to
a future meeting of the Society for its consideration. The
committee appointed were P. Van Buren, P. MeNaughton,
Jon. Eights, and P. P. Staats.

On motion the Society adjourned to meet again at the
City Hall on Monday, March 8th, 1841.

P. Vax Burgx, Secretary.

Semi-Annual Meeting.

The Society met pursuant to personal notice served on
its members, at the City Hall June 8th, 1841.

Present, five members, enough to form a guorum, to
transact business, viz.: The Vice-President, the Secretary,
one of the Censors, Dr. H. Greene, and Drs. Jas. McNaugh-
ton, and Wing. The Vice-President took the chair and
called the meeting to order.

The Secretary read the minutes of the two preceding
meetings, and on motion, they were approved.

The committee appointed to procure a room in which to
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hold the stated meetings of the Society, reported that in-
quiries had been made, and that application had been made
to the Mayor, who recommended an application to the
common eouneil.

Resolved, That the committee be continued, and that they
be recommended to make the application as indicated by
the Mayor, and request, for that purpose the use of the
common council chamber.

KResolved, That the notices, for the stated meetings of
the Society, be hereafter published in the State paper in
place of personal notices.

On motion, the Society adjourned.

"Annual Meeting.

Nov. 9th, 1841.

The Society met at the City Hall at 11 o’clock A. M.
At 12 o'clock the President took the chair and called the
meeting to order. It was ascertained that the following
members were present, viz. :

Drs. Eights, P. Van OLinda, Jas. McNaughton, J. 8.
Van Alstyne, and P. Van Buren.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

On motion Dr. J. O. Flﬂglm was admitted a member of
the Society.”

The President stated he was prepared to deliver his an-
nual address ; but inasmuch as there were not members
enough present, to proceed to the election of officers, it
was moved that the delivery of the address be deferred to

a future meeting of the Society.
~ On motion of Dr. Van OLinda, it was resolved that this
Society will stand adjourned to meet in the common coun-
cil chamber, on Tuesday evening the 16th inst. at 7
o'clock.

The Society then adjourned.

P. Vax Buren, Secretary.
18
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Albany, Nov. 16th, 1841,
The Bociety assembled in annual meeting, pursuant to
adjournment, at the City Hall, Nov. 16th, 1841. Present,
Drs. Eights, P. Van OLinda, J. S. Van Alstyne, H. Greene,
J. 0. Flagler, and P. Van Buren. !
The President took the chair and called the meeting to

order. By request, the President then read his annual

address, being an investigation into the causes and char-
acter of phlegmatia dolens.

After comments on the nature and treatment of the dis-
ease, by other members of the Society, the following reso-
lution was unanimously adopted.

Resolved, That the thanks of the Society be presented
to the President, for his able and interesting address de-
livered before its members this evening, and that a copy
of the same be requested for future publication.

On motion of Dr. Van OLinda, it was directed, that the
resolution adopted heretofore, to publish the names of
illegal practitioners be carried into eftect, such publication
to be signed by the President and Secretary of the Society.

The following were proposed as members of the Society.
Dr. Chas. H. Payne, and Dr. U, H. Wheeler.

Resolved, That this Society will now adjourn, to reas-
semble in annual meeting on Tuesday 23d inst., at the
City Hall, at 3 o’clock P. M,

The Society then adjourned.

P. Vax BUReN, Secretary.

Annual Meeling.
Nov. 23d, 1841.
The Society assembled in annual meeting, pursuant
to adjournment, at 3 o’clock P. M., at the City Hall.
Present, Drs. P, Van OLinda, J. 8. Van Alstyne, B. Fred-
enburgh, P. Van Buren, H. Van OLinda, Brown, Tracy,
H. Greene, and Hempstead.

sl i e e
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The presiding officers being absent, Dr. P. Van OLinda
was chosen President pro fem. The minutes of the preced-
ing meeting were read.

The following resolutions were then, after debate there-
on, unanimously adopted.

Resolved, That the President notify those practitioners
of medicine, residing in the county of Albany, who have
not united themselves to this Society, that.they are re-
quested to take the necessary steps for that purpose with-
in thirty days from the date of this notice, or otherwise
that their names, with the disqualifications attached to
them, be published with the list of illegal practitioners.

Resolved, That each of the Censors, furnish at the next
meeting of the Society a history either written or verbal
of some interesting case.

Dr. U. H. Wheeler, and Dr. O’Callaghan, presented
their eredentials, and on motion were admitted members
of the Society.

On motion the Society then proceeded to the election
of officers for the ensuing year, when the following, having
received a majority of the votes present, were declared
duly elected.

Dr, P. Van Buren, President.

Dr. J. 8. Van Alstyne, Vice-President.

Dr. H. Greene, Secretary.

Dr. H. Van OLinda, Treasurer.

Dr. J. 8. Van Alstyne, Librarian.

Drs. P. Van OLinda, B. F. Fredenburgh, H. Greene,
Jas. P. Boyd, and U. H. Wheeler, Censors.

Resolved, That the Society will meet in the common
council room, the third Tuesday in December, 21st, at three
o'clock, P. M.

The Society then adjourned.

At an adjourned meeting of the Albany County Medical
Society at the Supervisors’ room, City Hall, Dec. 21st, 1841,
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Present, the President, Dr. P. Van Buren, and Drs. J. |
- MeNaughton, H. Greene, C. H. Payne, and I. Hempstead.
On account of the small number of members in atten-
dance,
Resolved, Unanimously, that the Society adjourn to the

28th inst at 3 o'clock P. M.
H. GREENE, Seerafmy.

P. 8. Minutes read and approved.

At an adjourned meeting of the Albany County Medical
Society at the City Hall, Supervisors’ room, Dec. 28th,
1841. Present,

Dr. P. Van Buren, President; Dr. J. 8. Van Alstyne,
Vice- President; Dr. L. Greene, Secretary; Drs. J. McNaugh-
ton, P. Van OLinda, E. B. O’Callaghan, U. H. Wheeler,
C. H. Payne.

Resolved, Unanimously, that Dr. Payne be admitted” a
member of the Society.

The President read a paper upon the present condition
and future prospects of the Society, &e., &e.

Dr. O’Callaghan read a paper upon the violent effects
of emetic tartar when applied externally.

Dr. U. H. Wheeler read a paper upon the external use
of tobacco in rheumatism and other painful affections
of the joints, &e. :

Dr, Van Alstyne related a case of severe injury of the
knee. Remedies, cupping, blistering, &e. '

Society adjourned to 3d Tuesda}, 18th of January next,

at 8 o’clock, P. M.
H. GreENE, Secretary.

Visited the City Hall at the time of the above adjourn-
ment and found no one present except the President, Dr.

P. Van Buren. No quorum, and no business transacted:

. GrREENE, Secrelary.
Albany, January 18th, 1842,

P. 8. Minutes read and approved.
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At a semi-annual meeting of the Albany County Med-
ical Society at the Mayor’s room, City Hall, Albany, June
21st, 1842, Present,

Dr. P. Van Buren, President; Dr. J. Van Alstyne, Vice-
President; Dr. H. Greene, Secrefary; Drs. Wing, B, P.
Staats, Wheeler and Jas. McNaunghton.

Minutes of the last meeting read and approved.

The Secretary presented the County Clerk's certificate,
that Salah B. Fish, M. D., had filed a copy of his diploma
in the County Clerk’s office, according to the statute regn-
lating the practice of Physic and Surgery in this state.

On motion resolved, that Dr. Salah B. Fish be admitted
a member of this Society. Motion past, his admission
fees paid, and left in the hands of the Secretary. $3.00.

The following resolution was submitted by Dr. Jas. Me-
Naughton, viz.:

sta?red, That hereafter no person from another state be
admitted a member of this Society until he shall have been
examined and approved by its Censors.

On motion resolved that the Society adjourn. -

H. GREENE, Seeretary.

Albany, Nov. 8th, 1842.
- Visited-the City Hall for the purpose of meeting the Al-
bany County Medical Society, and found no one in atten-
dance except the President, Dr. Peter Van Buren.
H. GREENE, Secretary.

Annual Meeting.
Nov. 13th, 1843.

The Society met pursuant to notice. Nine members
present, viz.: Drs. P. Van, Buren, J. Van, Alstyne, J.
Eights, J. McNaughton, P. McNaughton, O’Callaghan,
Cogswell, Hun, and Boyd.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approv-
ed, except so much as related to the resolution submitted
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by Dr. Jas. MeNaughton, which was found to be incorreetly
entered. It was therefore, on motion of the latter gentle-
man,

Lesolved, To correct the minutes so that the said resolu-

tion read as follows, viz.: :
*  Resolved, That hereafter no person from another state be
admitted as a member of this Society until he shall have
exhibited satisfactory evidence of having studied Physie
and Surgery agreeably to the laws of this state, and shall
have undergone a satisfactory examination before the Cen-
sors of this Society, or of the State Medical Society.

On motion of Dr. Hun, ‘

Llesolved, That a special committee be appointed to in-
vestigate the claims of Dr. Ward and others to practice
medicine, and the propriety of admitting them as members
of the Society, and that the President, Dr. Hun, and Dr.
Boyd constitute said committee.

The following resolution was unanimously adopted viz.:

Resolved, That the President and Secretary publish a
list of the members of the Albany County Medical Society
in the Albany ecity papers, stating at the same time, that

the said members are the only persons who have the power

to collect by law a compensation for medical services.

The Society then proceeded to the election of officers,
and the following persons having received a majority of
the votes were declared to be elected, viz.:

Dr. P. Van Buren, President.

Dr. Jno. 8. Van Alstyne, Vice-President.

Dr. J. H. Case, Secretary.

Dr. E. B. O’'Callaghan, Treasurer.

Dr. J. H. Trotter, Librarian.

Drs. J. P. Boyd, P. Van OLinda, M. F. Cogswell, J.

Eights, and Fredenburgh, Censors.

The Society then adjourned.
J. P. Boxp, Secretary, pro tem.

s
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al Meeting.
o : Feb. 5th, 1844.

Agreeable to public notice, the Society met at the City
Hall; the following members present: Drs. P. Van Den-
sen, John Van Alstyne, O'Callaghan, J. H. Case, Babcock,
F. Crounse, and C. E. Dayton from Berne.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and
approved, after eorrecting a mistake relative to Treasurer;
E. B. O’Callaghan having been duly elected to that office,
and J. H. Trotter Librarian.

The committee on Dr. Ward report that they did not
meet together, but have made inquiry relative to him, but
not satisfactory.

LResolved, That the committee on Dr. Ward be continped,
to report at next meeting.

The object of the meeting having been previously stated
in the notices of the same, several gentlemen made appli-
cation for membership, and were admitted as members
with us.

David Martin, M. D., admitted, paid $1.00; Dr. William
J. Young admitted, paid $1.00; Dr. V. P. Quackenbush,
admitted on conditions.

Dr. Lockrow made application, and was referred to a
committee on Dr. Ward, and to report on the same at
next meeting. _

Resolved, That the President and Secretary proceed im-
mediately to correct the list, and publish the names of
regularly educated and legally anthorized physicians prae-
ticing in the county of Albany, agreeable to the resolution
of last meeting and the special object of this.

XResolved, That our delegate to State Medical Society,
Dr. B. P. Staats, be handed five dollars by our Treasurer,
to pay into that Society.

Resolved, That the President and Secretary petition to
the legislature now in session for the Society in regard to
dissection.



144 ANNALE oF THE MEDICAL BOCIETY

On motion, resolved that the Society now adjourn.
J. H. Casg, Secretary.

Special Meeting.
1844,

At a special meeting of the Albany County Medical
Society, called in consequence of the death of Dr. Greene,
and held at the City Hall May 13th, 1844, the following
preamble and resolutions were unanimously adopted.

‘Whereas, We have learned with deep regret of the
decease of our respected associate, Henry Greene, M. D.,
for many years an officer of this Society;

Resolved, That in testimony of our respect for the mem-
ory of our deceased Brother, e will attend the funeral
this afternoon in a body, and wear the usual badge of
mourning for thirty days.

Resolved, That the President and Secretary convey to
the family of the deceased, in behalf of the Society, an
expression of our condolence and sincere sympathy in
their afflictive bereavement. !

Resolved, That a copy of these proceedings be transmit-
ted to the several papers of this city for publication.

P. Vax BureN, President.

J. H. Casg, Seerctary.

Semi-Annual Meeting.

June 11th, 1844,

The Society met pursuant to notice, six members present.
Drs. P. Van Buren, Joel A. Wing, E. B. O'Callaghan,
Prof. Hun, M. F. Cogswell, J. H. Case, and Peter Me-
Naughton.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

Committee on Dr. Ward reported, that they had exam-
ined his diploma and that it appears to have been granted
by the Geneva College under the direction of the Rutgers
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institution during the year they possessed this right, and
therefore it must be admitted as legally correct.

On motion,

Resolved, That the report on Dr. Ward be laid on the table.

Committee on Dr. Lockrow reported.

‘Whereas, It appears to the satisfaction of the Society,
that Dr. V. B. Lockrow has recourse to advertisements and
other dishonorable means to obtain practice.

Resolved, That the Society will refuse to admit him as a
member.

On motion,

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to report as
to the manner in which the law of the legislature passed
last winter bears on the statute regulating the practice
of physic and surgery heretofore in this state, and will af-
fect the organization of the County Medical Societies, and
as to the course which it will be expedient for the Society
to pursue under the circumstances.

On motion,

Resolved, That a committee be appointed by the Presi-
dent accordingly.

The following gentlemen were selected : J. A. Wing, Prof.
Hun, and M. F. Cogswell, three, to report next meeting.

An old account bearing date of 1833, "4, ’5, of W. C. Lit-
tle’s was presented to the Society for payment.

On motion,

Resolved, The account of W. C. Little be referred to the
Treasurer with discretionary power to examine receipts
and dates, together with the correctness of the same, and
if' just pay it. .

On motion of Prof. Hun, )

Resolved, That we adjourn, to meet again two weeks
from to day at this place at 3 o’clock P. M. ; and that public
notice be given in the city papers of the same, stating the
object of the meeting.

June 11th, 1844. . J. H. Casg, Secretary.
1
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Special Meeting
Ofthe Society June 25th, 1844, at the City Hall. Fourteen
members present, (14) P. Van Buren, Jonathan Eights,
E. B. O’Callaghan, Peter P. Staats, John 8. Van Alstyne,
James P. Boyd, M. F. Cogswell, James McNaughton,
Thomas Hun, Alden March, Peter McNaughton, James
H. Armsby, Joel A. Wing, and J. H. Case.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and ap-
proved.

Professor Hun from the committee appointed on the law
passed last winter, and its bearing on the organization of
the County Medical Societies, proceeded to read report of
said committee.

On motion of J. MeNaughton,

Resolved, That said report be accepted.

After reading and accepting the report, a resolution was
drawn up and proposed by Professor J. MecNaughton,
which read as follows :

Resolved, That in the opinion of the Society it would
not be conducive to the interest or respectability of the
medical profession, at the present time, to apply to the
legislature for any alteration in the charters of the State
or County Medical Societies; or any legislation on medi-
cal subjects whatever.

On motion of Professor A. March:

Resolved, That the above resolution be approved and
adopted.

On motion, further,

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to publish the
report, with the resolution, read as annexed.

Resolved, That the same committee, Hun, Wing, and
Cogswell, be authorized to get the same published, with
an extra number of copies of the same for distribution.

The report of the committee on Dr. Ward was then taken
up, there appearing to be a diversity of opinion with regard
to his diploma being legally correct, and his application

L
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for membership while professedly practicing homaopa-
thy, &c.

On motion of Dr. Eights,

HResolved, That Dr. Ward’s application for adtmaamn into
the Society, be denied.

By E. B. O’Callaghan :

Resolved, As the opinion of this Society, that it would
promote the interests of the medical profession generally,
to separate the department of teaching from that of granting
licenses, for practicing physic and surgeryy and that the
delegate from this Society to the State Medical Society
be furnished with a copy of the above resolution, to com-
municate the same to the State Society, and to call for
the opinion and aetion of that body thereon.

Resolved, That the resolution of Dr. O’Callaghan be laid
on the table.

On motion of Dr. Hun it was

Resolved, That hereafter a list of the members of this
Society, in regular standing be published semi-annually
in two or more of the city papers.

The Society then adjourned. |
J. H. Casg, Secretary.

The following is the report read by Dr. Hun at the
present meeting, in regard to the late law of the legislature,
&ec., &c.

The committee, appointed at the last meeting of the
Society, to report as to the manner in which the law of
last winter bears on the statute regulating the practice
of physic and surgery heretofore existing in this state, and
how it affects the organization of the State and County
Societies, and as to the course which it will be expedient for
the Society to pursne under the circumstances, reports as
follows:

For the purpose of laying the whole subject before the
Society, in an intelligible form, we present the following
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summary of the laws regulating the practice of medicine,
as they existed in this state previous to May 6th, 1844,

County and State Medical Societies were incorporated,
and the terms of admission into the county societies were
prescribed by law. ‘

Members of the county societies were the only licensed
practitioners of physic and surgery.

All unlicensed persons except Botanic Doectors were
prohibited from practicing under penalty of $25 for each
oftense. All unlicensed persons without exception, were
made incapable of enforcing by legal process, the payment
of compensation for services rendered to the sick.

By the act of May 6th, 1844, all unlicensed persons are
freed from the penalty for practicing, and the disability of
collecting pay for their services. DBesides this, they are
made liable to civil and eriminal prosecutions for mal-praec-
tice, gross ignorance, and immoral conduct.

Previous to the passage of this act the law prescribed

the mode of becoming a licensed practitioner of medicine,
and conferred on such and on the Botanie Doctors the ex-
clusive right to practice. Since the passage of this act the
law still prescribes the mode of becoming a licensed prac-
titioner, but gives to all persons of whatever age or sex
or education the right to practice, and to enforce the pay-
ment of compensation for their services.

Hence, although the organization of the Countyand State
Societies is left as before, it is no longer obligatory on those
who practice physic and surgery to become members of
the county societies, nor to go through the course of study
and the examination requisite for admission into those so-
cieties. They have become voluntary associations, which
give to their members the title of licensed practitioners,
but confer on them no legal rights.

Such is the operation of this act on the laws regulating
medical practice. To remove any doubts concerning its

it o
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true construction, we affix to this report a letter from the
Attorney-General, prepared in answer to a request from
one of the committee.

We now proceed to the examination of the question
whether the passage of this act calls for any movement on
the part of the Society ; but first of all, it will be necessary
to review the course of legislation in regard to medical
practice, and to establish the principles on which such le-
gislation ought to be founded.

Seeing what important duties devolve upon the physi-
cian, what weighty interests are confided to his skill and
integrity, subjeet to no control but his own conscience, le-
gislators have always recognized the propriety and neces-
gity of providing men to assume those duties who could
offer some guarantees of capacity and honesty and of guard-
" ing the publie against imposition by the ignorant and un-
principled. Hence laws have been enacted having in view
the two-fold object of raising up and organizing a body of
competent physicians and of protecting the public against
imposition,

To accomplish the former of these objects, the profes-
sion has been organized by the establishment of county
societies, so that its members may readily be recognized by
each other and by the publie, may exercise a general su-
pervision over each other, and coiperate to promote the
common welfare.

Provision has been made for medical education by the
establishment of schools liberally endowed in which stu-
dents may, at moderate expense, be tanght the science and
art of medicine. A course of study has been preseribed
through which candidates are required to pass before they
can be admitted to an examination by which their qualifi-
cations are to be tested. After having accomplished this
course of study and passed the examination the student is
admitted into the profession as one worthy of its honors
and fitted to assume its duties.
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Thus are attained the first great objects of medical le-
gislation. A body of physicians is created, presenting
certain guarantees of capacity and character, and this body
is organized so that its members may be readily recognized
by the public. These objects and the means by which
they are attained we all unite in commending.

If any person with these means of choosing, applies for
medical aid to one who can offer no guarantees of proper
qualifications, he is guilty of a gross imprudence; but it
is at his own risk, and he has to suffer in his own person

all the consequences. The law has protected him against

imposition, but not against a foolish choice.

It might be supposed that when men have the choice be-
fore them of educated physicians presenting evidences of
their qualifications, and of others whose main titles seem
to be their ignorance and impudence, they would not hes-
itate to have recourse to the former. But sad experience
shows that this is far from being true. We find that men
who conduet all their other affairs with prudence and dis-
cretion are willing to abandon a medical attendant of tried
skill and character for any juggling mountebank whose
pretensions would only excite a smile, were it not for the
deplorable results to which they give rise.

Struck with this sad spectacle of human credulity and
folly in cases in which such important interests are involved,
legislators have thought that it was not sufficient to provide
educated physicians, and to give the public the means of
recognizing them, but have passed laws prohibiting all but
regular physicians from practicing. These laws are found-
ed on the assumption that it would be go absurd to have
recourse for medical aid to an ignorant person, when if is
possible to procure the services of an educated physician,
that those who might be tempted to do so, must be treated
as incompetent to manage their own concerns, To pre-
vent then therefore, from indulging in such folly, all irreg-
ular practice is prohibited under certain penalties.

RN RS -
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The laws for educating and organizing a body of physi-
cians were intended to give men the means of acting pru-
dently ; the prohibitory laws were intended to compel men
to act prudently.

So long as the public sentiment accords with this view
of the legislature, the operation of these prohibitory laws is
salutary; while only a very few silly persons prefer to have
recourse to men out of the profession for relief, it seems
proper to protect them against their own judgment, just as
minors and imbecile persons are not allowed to make con-
tracts by which they might be swindled by knaves. But
unfortunately a large portion of the public think that edu-
cation and science are not necessary to qualify men for
medical practice. Numerous sects have sprung up pretend-
ing to cure diseases by various processes more or less
ridiculous, but all agreeing in this one point, that it is not
necessary to pass through the regular course of studies re-
quired by law, but that there is a royal road to medical prac-
tice which renders such drudgery useless. These sects, ab-
surd as their doctrines may be, have succeeded in gaining
followers among the public, and the effect of these restriet-
ive laws, if enforced, must be to prevent all their followers
from procuring the kind of medical aid which they prefer.
Besides it must be remarked that those who are thus
placed under legislative tutelage, are not exclusively the
ignorant and imbecile, but that they number in their ranks
many persons of education and sagacity who manage all
their other affairs with sufficient acuteness and discern-
ment.

However absurd the opinions and conduct of these men
may appear to us, we have not for that reason the right to
impose on them our ideas of wisdom. If for example, a
full grown man who is capable of managing his own busi-
ness, chooses to call in to reduce a dislocation, a natural
bone-setter who avows that he has never seen a skeleton,
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in preference to a surgeon who has devoted himself to the
study of such accidents, we may deplore his folly and en-
deavor to persnade him to act more prudently, but we
ought not to use compulsion either directly or indireetly.
If his econduct is foolish, he alone sufters from it; and as
we are not responsible for his folly, we have no right to
prevent him from indulging in it.

On this point we have the misfortune to differ with some
for whose opinions we have great respect, and we wish to
be well understood. None can be more deeply impressed
than we are with the immense amount of mischief inflicted
on community by irregular practitioners of medicine. We
feel indignant at the base deception they daily practice un-
der our eyes, and we pity their dupes. We all alike agree
in deploring the evil, but there is some difference of opin-
ion as to the remedy. The experience of the past satisfies
us that legislative wisdom never can restrain individual fol-
ly; that all that legislation can do in such matters is to
give to all the means of knowing the character of those to
whom they may apply, and thus enable them to act with a
full knowledge of the circumstances, and leave the rest to
each man’s own wisdom and prudence.

‘We are accustomed to apply this prineiple to other cases
of a like nature. Absurd and mischievous religious sys-
tems sometimes spring up. We are pained to see men led
away by vile superstitions or fall victims to the arts of de-
signing leaders, yet we do not attempt to put down such
systems by law, because we do not think it right to impose
our religious views upon others, and because we know
that any such attempt would only serve to confirm them in
error. So too in matters of ordinary business, the law
protects man against imposition so far that if one, in mak-
ing a bargain is deceived by false representations the law
would give him redress, but if with a full knowledge of
the facts, one enters into a foolish bargain, he must abide
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by the consequences. There is no reason why the same
principle should not be applied to medical practice.

But even admitting that these restrictive laws are found-
ed on principles of sound policy and justice, there is still
one objection which i1s unanswerable. It is entirely impos-
gible in this country to enforce them. For many years
they have been in existence, and yet men have practiced
under our eyes openly and avowedly in violation of them,
and in no one instance has the penalty been enforced. As
to the disability of recovering payment for their serviees
by legal process, it has had quite as little influence, for
we think it is altogether probable that botanic doctors and
homeeopathics, and other quacks, have been quite as well
paid as the regular practitioners.

The practical operation of these laws was rather favorable
to the class of irregular practitioners. The penalty they
imposed was never regarded, the disability of collecting
debts afforded a pretext for demanding payment in advance,
and gave to their demands the character of debts of honor.
Besides this they put it in the power of the quacks to raise
a cry of persecution and represent the regular profession as
greedy monopolists, and thus excite some feeling in their
favor among weak and credulous people. A clamor for
the repeal of these laws was kept up for the purpose of
advertising the system rather than of obtaining any
rights about which they really cared ; and since the repeal
has been obtained they will have to devise some new plan
to wriggle themselves into notice.

It will be remarked that in all our reasoning on this
gubject of these restrictive laws we shave considered them
as designed for the good of the public and not of the ;::m-
fession. This is undoubtedly the only ground on which
they can be defended. The object of those who enacted
them, was to protect the public against the ignorance and

rapacity of quacks, and not to protect the profession in a
20
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monopoly of practice to be enjoyed for the benefit of its
members. If in the repeal of these laws a wrong was com-
mitted, the publie and not the profession must be consider-
ed the injured party.

It behooves us neither to claim as a right nor to ask as a
favor any exclusive privilege, which is opposed to or is
not directly conducive to the public good. Ifthese restrict-
ive laws are not called for from consideration of publie
safety, then there should be no opposition on our part to
that repeal. It is certain that no class of community are
so little liable to be injured by quacks as physicians who
know how to aveid them.

This point has been lost sight of in the discussions on
the subject in the legislature and elsewhere, and we are
anxious to bring it clearly in view, because it does not
comport with the dignity of our profession to appear to be
engaged in a selfish contest for privilege with the differ-
ent bodies of quacks which infest the community.

As the natural guardians of the publie interests in such
matters it is incumbent on us to admonish the legislature
if we think they are acting ignorantly or rashly, but we
must be careful to have it understood that in so doing we
are not defending our privileges against the rest of the
publie, but that we are defending the public against their
own rashness and folly.

To resume. We consider that the great end of legisla-
tion in medical practice should be to provide a body of
competent physicians and to give the public the means of
recognizing them, leaving to the prudence of individuals
to choose discreetly ; and that all attempts to coerce peo-
ple to diseretion are wrong in principle and unsuccessful
in practice.

We are now prepared to examine the question, whether

under the circumstances any action of the Society is called
for.
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We have expre'sserl our views as regards-the restrictive
laws. Whatever difference of opinion may exist as re-
gards the general policy of such laws, there is one point
on which all must agree. It is utterly impossible to
force them so long as they are not in accordance with
public sentiment. We would therefore be exceedingly
sorry to see the profession again entering into a contest
with Thomsonians and other persons of that class, for
the sake of restoring a law which we know beforehand
cannot be executed, and which serves as a pretext for
quacks of all kinds to raise a ery of persecution, and to
represent the profession as made up of selfish monopolists,
a contest in which defeat would be mortifying and success
would bring no real advantage.

We areraware that much feeling has been excited in the
profession by the repeal of the laws, but thisis owing
rather to the manner in which it was effected and the
ground on which it was urged than to the act itself. Al-
though it was sustained by some for proper reasons, vet a
few senseless demagogues in the legislature, fit organs of
the quacks whose cause they espoused, did not fail to
seize that oceasion to revile the whole body of physicians,
and to represent them as engaged in a struggle to main-
tain a monopoly of practice in theirown hands. The pro-
fession was thus placed in a false position; it appeared to
be fighting for its privileges against the quacks; the in-
terest of the public in the contest was kept out of view,
and the result was hailed as a triumph of quackery over
the medical profession.

We hope that in future they will be allowed to enjoy
their trinmph without any interference on our part. We
should be sorry to become engaged in a contest with igno-
ble adversaries for the benefit of a public which will al-
ways look upon our mediation with suspicion. Let the
knaves and the dupes in future settle their accounts among
themselves.
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As regards the laws regulating medical education and
the organization of the profession we do not know of any
modification which would be desirable. The state and
county Societies have all the powers necessary to enable
the profession to act with unity and efficiency. What is
still wanting here depends not on the legislature but on
ourselves. We ought to endeavor to infuse more spirit
into our county Societies, to have more frequent meetings,
and to promote cordiality of feeling among the members.
The rules of medical ethics should be scrupulously ob-
gerved, and any violation of them promptly noticed by
the Society.

In the laws of last winter an amendment was offered
requiring unlicensed practitioners to express their true
character by having the word “unlicensed’” on their
gigns, This amendment, to which no sound objection
could be made, since it could only serve to inform the
public of the true character of those who offered their
services, and which, if one-half was true of what was said
in debate respecting the superiority of Indian doctors and
Hom@opaths and steam doctors over the regular profession,
wonld have conferred a real advantage on the unlicensed
practitioners, was rejected.  Althongh we think the
amendment a good one, yet we should be sorry to go again,
before the legislature to ask for its passage ; and we think
the same end might be attained if every county Society
would publish in the newspapers semi-annually or quar-
terly a list of their members.

Now that all restrictions on practice are removed it will
be practicable to raise the standard of admission into the
county societies, without exciting any well founded oppo-.
gition. The Societies are now voluntary associations, into
which those who find the requirements too high need not
enter. A well matured plan which would increase the
amount of requisitions without putting it at a point unat-
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tainable at the present time, would no doubt be favorably
received by the profession.

We would then say in conclusion, we have laws enough
and good laws. Quackery must be suppressed not by leg-
islation, but by enlightening the publiec as to its dangers.
The dignity and respectability of our profession is to be
promoted not by asking for legal privileges but by an in-
crease of individual zeal and a more cordial co-operation.
It is a great error to suppose that the repeal of the restric-
tive laws puts the physician on a level with the quack and
takes away the barrier which separated them. The bar-
rier which effectually separates the two classes is formed
by the higher attainments and honorable deportment of
the members of the former; and this is the barrier which
it depends on us to make higher and stronger. It is one
which quackery will not surmount, and which no legisla-
tive enactment can break down.

In accordance with these views, the committee offer the
following resolution :

Resolved, That in the opinion of this Society it would
not be conducive to the interest or respectability of the
medical profession at the present time, to apply to the leg-
islature for any alteration in the charters of the state or
county medical societies; or any legislation on any medi-
cal subjects whgtever.

Turomas Hux,
JOEL A. Wixg,
Masox F. CoasWELL.

STATE oF NEW YoORE,
ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OFFICE,
Albany, June 12th, 1844,
Joel A. Wing, M. D.
Dear Sir. In compliance with your request of this
morning, I have examined the act entitled *“ An act in rela-

tion to the practice of Physic and Surgery ;" passed May
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the 6th, 1844, for the purpose of ascertaining how far pre-
vious existing acts in relation to the same subject have been
modified or affected thereby.

By the 1st section of this act, § 22 of art. 14, Tit. T, Part
1st, of the Revised Statutes, which ineapacitates persons
not licensed according to law from enforcing by law the
colleetion of any debt arising from such practice, is expressly
repealed; and all laws then existing prohibiting the collee-
tion of debts, by any person, whether licensed or not, for
services rendered in the practice of Physie and Surgeryare
swept from the statute book.

The 2d and 3d sections of the same act repeal all existing
laws, imposing any criminal prosecution or penalty for the
practice of Physic or Surgery without a license.

The 4th section of the act subjects the unlicensed practi-
tioner to the same civil liabilities for mal-practice as if he
were a licensed physician.

The 5th section provides that every person, not being
licensed, who shall practice or profess to practice Physic or
Surgery, or who shall preseribe medicines or specifies for
the sick shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, who, in
any court having cognizance thereof, shall be convicted of
gross ignorance, mal-practice or immoral conduct.

I have examined with much care the different acts regu-
lating the practice of Physic and Surgery, including the
provisions contained in the Revised Statutes up to the
present time. And I do not discover that the act under
consideration, either expressly or by implication, modifies
or repeals them in any other particular other than as above
stated. It simply cuts off all restraint to the practice of
Physic and Surgery, by any person who shall choose so
to do, subjecting such persons to civil liabilities for mal-
practice, and to a criminal prosecution for gross ignorance,
mal-practice or immoral conduet, at the same time giving
power to such person to enforce by law payment for his ser-
vices, leaving all other statutory provisions, not inconsistent
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with these modifications untouched. All the provisions
therefore regulating the practice of physic and surgery
among licensed physicians, are still in force, although they
may perhaps prove quite inefficient from the consideration
that the great inducement to become so, may have been
taken away by this act.
With friendly consideration your obedient servant,
GEo. P. BARKER.

Anrnual Meeting.

November 12th, 1544.

The Society met at the City Hall in the city of Albany
pursuant to public notice.

Present, Dr. Peter Van Buren, President. Drs. Jona-
than Eights, Joel A. Wing, M. F. Cogswell, Thomas Hun,
Barent P. Staats, J. H. Case, J. O. Flagler, and E. B. O'Cal-
laghan. |

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

On motion of Dr. Barent P. Staats, the following resolu-
tion, offered at the last meeting of the Society by Dr.
O’Callaghan and then laid on the table, was taken into
consideration.

HResolved, That in the opinion of this Society, it would
promote the interests of the medical profession generally
to separate the department of teaching from that of grant-
ing licenses for practicing physic and surgery, and that
the delegate from this Society to the State Medical Soci-
ety be furnished with a copy of the above resolution to
communicate the same to the state society and to call for
the opinion and actign of that body thereon.

After some discussion thereon the resolution was passed.

Dr. John Campbell, having exhibited satisfactory cre-
dentials, was admitted a member of this Society.

The Treasurer made a verbal report on the state of the
treasury.
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Ordered, That the Treasurer settle an account due to W,
C. Little bearing date 1833, ’4, ’5, amounting to—

Ordered, That the Treasurer pay $2.50 to the Albany
Argus, and the like amount to the Evening Jowrnal for pub-
lishing the report of a late committee of this SBociety.

Ordered, That the Treasurer pay to Dr. Jonathan Eights
the balance due to him for expenses incurred in having
printed the by-laws of this Society amounting to six dol-
lars and thirty-five cents.

It having been represented to the Society by the Treas-
urer that great difficulty is encountered in collecting the
annual dues of the members,

On motion of Dr. Barent P. Staats,

Resolved, That the Treasurer of this Society be requested
to call on the members thereof and request them to pay
one dollar per year for the year 1843, '4, for the purpose
of defraying the honest debts of the Society.

The Society then proceeded to elect by ballot officers
for the ensuing year, and the following persons having re-
ceived a majority of all the votes cast, were declared to be
elected.

Dr. Thomas Hun, President.

Dr. Henry Van OLinda, Vice- President.

Dr. John Campbell, Secretary.

Dr. E. B. O’Callaghan, Treasurer.

Dr. J. O. Flagler, Librarian.

Drs. Jonathan Eights, P. Van OLinda, Joel A. Wing,
B. F. Fredenburgh, and Jas. P. Boyd, Censors.

Dr. Peter Van Buren was chosen as delegate from this
Society to the State Medical Society.

The Society then adjourned.

) Joux CAMPBELL, Secrelary.

The following is a list-of members published February
4th, 1845, in accordance with a resolution of the Society,
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embracing the names of such only as had paid the annual
tax for preceding year, viz. .

Drs. Peter Wendell, Jonathan Eights, T. Romeyn Beck,
Platt Williams, Joel A. Wing, Peter Van OLinda, Barent
P. Staats, Alden March, Henry Van OLinda, James Me-
Naughton, Peter McNaughton, James P. Boyd, Peter P.
Staats, Nicholas Markey, B. F. Fredenburgh, Thomas
Hun, James H. Armsby, Herman Wendell, Wm. F. Car-
ter, P. Van Buren, P. Gannon, Mason F. Cogswell, E. B.
O’Callaghan, J. O. Flagler, David Martin, Wm. J. Young,
John Campbell, Richard H. Thompson, Jonathan H. Case,
and John Van Buren.

Semi-Annual Meeting.
: June 10th, 1845.
- Pursunant to public notice, and in accordance with the
by-laws of the Society the semi-annual meeting of the Al-
bany County Medical Society was held on Tuesday, the
10th day of June, 1845, at 11 o’clock, A. M., at the Mayor's
room, City Hall.

Present, Dr. Thomas Hun, President, Drs. Peter P.
Staats, James H. Armsby, Peter Van Buren, Mason F.
Cogswell, E. B. O’Callaghan, J. O. Flagler, John Van
Buren, and John Campbell.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The Librarian presented the following report.

Catalogue of Books of the Medical Society of the County of Al-
bany in the hands of John O. Flagler, Librarian, June 10th,
1845.

2 vols. American Journal of the Medical Sciences, Nos. 1, 2, 3. Bound.
13 ¢ Philadelphia Journal, Nes. 1,2, 4, 5, 6,7, 8 9, 10, 11, 12
18, 14. Bound.
7 vols. New England Journal, do. 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16. Bound.
6 ¢ New York Medical and Physical Journal, do. 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7.
Bound, '
14 vols. Eclectic Repertory, do. 1, 2, 8, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 183,

14. Bound.
21

]



162 ANNALS oF THE MEgDICAL SoCIETY

3 vols. Medical Repository, do. 6, 7, 8. Bound.

“ Thomson on Inflammation, do. 1. Bound.

* Bendamore on Gout. Bound.

““ (Caldweld’s Cullen. Bound.

“ DBarton's Cullen. Bound.

¢  Accum on Culinary Poisons. Bound.

¢« Reid on Nervous Affections. Bound.

“ Dewees on Parturition. Bound.

“  Medical Recorder, Nos. 29, 30, 32, 45, 40. Unbound.

“ New York Medical and Physical Journal, Nos. 3, 29, 30. 32.
Unbound.

Transactions Medical Society of State of New York, Nos. 1, 2, 8. Un-
bound.

Hoghen's Obstetric Studies, Nos. 1. Unbound.

Two large Plates or Tables on Parturition.

American Journal of the Medical Sciences, Nos. 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12,
13, 14, 15, 16, 17,18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 28, 24, 25, 27, 28, 29, 80, 81,
32. TUnbound.

One pine case, containing the library.

All of which is respectfully submitted.
Joun O. FracrLEr, Librarian.

R T S T S

On motion, the report was accepted.

Ordered, That the above report be entered on the min-
utes by the Secretary, and kept on file in the archives of
the Society.

Dr. Peter Van Buren, delegate to the State Medical
Society made report of such portions of the proceedings of
said Society as may require the action or consideration of
the County Societies and presented the following reselu-
tion of that body.

Resolved, That this Society recommend to the several
County Societies, that they furnish each member of their
several Societies with a copy of the Transactions of the
State Medical Society.

He also presented for the consideration of this Society

the following resolution offered to that body by Dr. Has-
brouck, and laid upon the table.

RS S ——
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Resolved, That the following proposed amendments to
the laws regulating the practice of physic and surgery, be
sent to the several County Medical Societies and incorpo-
rated Medical Colleges for their consideration; and with
a request for them to communicate to this Society, before
its next annual meeting, their opinion thereon, with a
view to enable the State Medical Society to make an ap-
plication to the legislature at its next or some subsequent
session, for such alteration in the laws regulating the prac-
tice of physic and surgery, as will advance the character
and usefulness of the Medical Profession, and conduce to
the interests of the public.

1, That the first 7 sections of the General Regula-
tions ought to be repealed.

“2. That the office of censor in the County Medi-
cal Societies should be abolished, and that the power of
granting licenses to practice shall be exclusively eonfined
to boards of censors, in each senate district, or by a state
board of censors, to be chosen by the State Mdical Soei-
ety.

3. That no person engaged in teaching students, and
no professor in any Medical College shall be eligible to
the office of censor by the State Medical Society,

“4. That the degree of doctor of medicine, conferred
by any Society or College in or out of this state, or by the
Regents of the University of the state, shall not be econ-
sidered a license to practice physic and surgery.”

The report of Dr. Van Buren as delegate was accepted,

The Treasurer, at the request of several members, report-
ed verbally on the condition of the finances of the Society.

The Secretary presented the names of Richard H. Thomp-
son, and John V. P. Quackenbush as applicants for admis-
sion to the Society, stating that they had exhibited to the

President satisfactory credentials and had paid into the
treasury the initiatory fee.
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Whereupon these gentlemen were admitted as members
by an unanimous vote of the meeting.
The next order of proceeding being the delivery of the

semi-annual address by the Vice-President, and it appear-

ing that the*Vice-President, Dr. Henry Van OLinda, was

prevented by ill health from being present at this meeting,

On motion of Dr. John O. Flagler,

Resolved, That the second Tuesday of September next
be set apart for the purpose of hearing the semi-annunal ad-
dress of the Vice-President of this Society, and that the
Secretary be required to notify the Vice-President that
said day is appointed for that purpose.

Ordered, That the Secretary be directed, in the semi-

annual publication of the names of the members of this

Society, instead of the preamble which has heretofore been
used to precede said list, to insert the following:

List of members of the Albany County Medical Society
who have paid their dues to the Society.

Ordered, That the Treasurer pay the sum of five dol-
lars to W. C. Little on an account due from this Society
bearing date 1833, 1834, and 1835, taking his receipt in full
for said account. ,

Resolved, That hereafter the Society will supply each
member who pays his annual dues with a copy of the
Transactions of the State Medical Society.

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to take
into consideration the resolutions introduced by Dr. Has-
brouck at the last meeting of the State Medical Society,
and that said committee be directed to report upon the
same at the next annunal meeting of this Society.

The President appointed the following gentlemen to
serve as said committee, viz.:

Drs. Joel A. Wing, Alden March, and E. B. O'Callaghan.

The Society then adjourned.

JouN CAMPBELL, Secrefary.

e e ——
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Adjourned Semi-Annual Meeting.
September 9th, 1845.

Pursuant to adjournment, and agreeable to public notice
given in the daily papers, the Society met at the grand
jury room, City Hall, at 4 o’clock, P. M., September 9th,
1845.

Present, Dr. Thomas Hun, President, Drs. Alden March,
Peter Wendell, Peter McNaughton, Peter Van OLinda,
Peter Van Buren, James P. Boyd, Mason F. Cogswegell,

" Jonathan Eights, John O. Flagler, Nicholas Markey, Rich-

ard H. Thompson, John Campbell, Christopher C. Griffin,
and Uriah G. Bigelow.

The minutes of the lastmeeting were read and approved.

The President stated that the object of the present meet-
ing was to hear the semi-annual address of the Vice Presi-
dent, Dr. Henry Van OLinda, but that that gentleman had
been obliged to leave town for the benefit of his health,
and that he had not yet returned.

On motion of Dr. Peter Van Buren,

Resolved, That the Vice-President be excused on account
of ill health and consequent absence from the city, for not
delivering the address due from him on this occasion.

Dr. Peter Van Buren, delegate to State Medical Society,
to whom was referred the subject of supplying the mem-
bers of this Society with copies of thée Transactions of the
State Medical Society, reported that a sufficient number
had not been published for distribution this year, but that
an increased number would be printed hereafter.

The President announced that aince‘the last meeting of
the Society he had, by virtue of the power vested in him,
granted a certificate of membership to Dr. Christopher C.
Griffin on the 20th day of August. Also to Uriah G. Bige-
low, M. D., on the 21st day of August; those gentlemen
having exhibited satisfactory credentials and paid the initi-
ation fee into the treasury of the Society.
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The President also announced that he had granted a di-
ploma to Thomas Brodhead, bearing date August 4th, 1845;
he having passed a satisfactory examination before the
Censors of this Society, and been recommended by them
as properly qualified for the practice of physic and surgery.

Dr. Cogswell offered the following resolution which was
adopted.

Resolved, That the Secretary be directed to prepare and
have printed, circular letters to be sent to all such regularly

licensed physicians in this county as have never joined this -

Society, or having once belonged to it, have not of late as-
sociated with it; inviting the former to make application
for admission forthwith; and requesting such as are mem-
bers to transmit to the Secretary their names, places of
residence, and the date of their admission together with
the annual fax due for the current year; and that said let-
ters circular be signed by the President of the Society.

A communication was received from Dr. Joel A. Wing,
offering for the consideration and action of the Society the
following preamble and resolution, viz.

The Albany County Medical Society have learned with
regret that Platt Williams, M. D., now one of the senior
practitioners in this city, and for thirty years a member of
the Society, is about to leave the city for a residence in a
distant part of this state, and deeming that some mark of
their respect is due to him on parting. Therefore

Resolved, That the departure of Dr. Williams from
amongstus is sincerely regretted by his professional friends;
and while they recognize with pleasure, his valuable ac-
quirements in the science of medicine, his gkill in the treat-
ment of disease, his uniform urbanity and probity in his
professional intercourse, and the integrity with which he
has filled the offices bestowed upon him at various times,
by the County and State Medical Societies, the Society
tender to him their best wishes and sincere prayers for

il
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many years of continued comfort and happiness in the res-
idence to which he is about to remove.

Dr. P. Wendell moved that the préamble and resolution
be adopted, which was seconded by Dr. P. McNaughton.

They were accordingly adopted by an unanimous vote
of the meeting.

On motion of Dr. John O. Flagler,

Resolved, That the foregoing preamble and resolution
be published in the public papers, and that a copy be
transmitted to Dr. Williams.

Dr. R. H. Thompson offered the following :

‘Whereas, it appears by the report of the Librarian de-
livered at the late meeting of the Society, that several val-
uable works are missing which are known to have been
in the library at no very distant period. Therefore,

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed by the
President to take into consideration the state of the li-
brary; to take measures to recover the missing volumes,
and that they be empowered to use legal means if necessary
for that purpose; that they be directed to make such sgg-
gestions in regard to the library as they shall think proper,
and that they make report of their proceedings at the an-
nual meeting of the Society in November.

¢ The resolution was carried, and the chair appointed the
following as =aid committee, viz.:

The Librarian, Dr. Thompson, the Secretary.

The Society then adjourned.

Jony CaMPBELL, Secretary.

Annual Meeting.
November 11th, 1845,
Pursuant to the by-laws of the Society, and agreeable to
public notice given in the daily papers, the Society met at
the common council chamber, City Hall, at 11 o’clock, A.
M., on the 11th day of November, 1845.
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Present, Dr. Thomas Hun, President, Drs. J. MecNaugh-
ton, Leonard G. Warren, Barent P. Staats, Peter McNaugh-
ton, Joel A. Wing, Peter Van OLinda, E. B. O’Callaghan,
Peter Van Buren, Jonathan II. Case, Peter P. Staats,
James M. Brown, Alden March, Samuel Dickson, Richard
H. Thompson, David R. Burrus, Christopher C. Griffin,
and John Campbell.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

Dr. E. B. O’Callaghan presented his annual report as
treasurer of the Society, which is as follows:

Dr. E. B. O Calaghan, Treasurer, in account with the Albany
County Medical Society.

Da. Ce.
1843 and 1844. 1844 and 1845.
To cash received formembers’ By amt. paid for advertising
tax, $55.00 and printing, $56.85
1845, By amount paid W. C. Little
To cash received for fees paid, 15.00 in fuli, 10,00
To ‘¢ for diplomas, 10.00 | By amt. paid Dr. Eights, 6.85
“ State Medical Society, 10.00
¢« forcrape and postage, 2.7}
&« for collecting tax, 1.00
* « Balance in Treasurer's
hands, 15.92%
@ £80.00 £80.00

Dr. Wing, from the committee appointed to take into
consideration certain resolutions offered by Dr. Hasbrouck
at the late meeting of the State Medical Society, presented

a report, stating at the same time that he had drawn it 1::;|"E

without consultation with his colleagues.

On motion the report was accepted.

Dr. Thompson, from the committee appointed to take
into consideration the state of the library and for certain
other purposes, presented the report of said committee.

On motion the report was accepted.

Dr. Barent P. Staats offered the following resolution.

Resolved, That the books belonging to the Albany County
Medical Society be presented to the Albany Medieal Col-
lege for the use of its students.

The resolution was laid on the table.

e s el e e el GT e (ol e e o
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The names of Isaiah Breakey, Josias Graham, and Alfred
Greene, were presented as applicants for admission to the
Society.

On motion their credentials were referred to the Comitia
Minora with full power.

The President announced that he had, since the lastmeet-
ing of the Society, admitted as a member of the Society
Dr. Edward Perry, a graduate of the medical department
of the University of New York.

The President then delivered the annual address of the
Society.

Dr. B. P. Staats oftered the following resolution which
was unanimously adopted.

Resolved, That the thanks of this Society be rendered to
the President for his able and ingenuous address, and
that he be requested to give a copy of the same to the
delegate to the State Medical Society for their action. :

The Secretary presented a communication from Dr.
Platt Williams.

A communication was also received from Dr. Jaeger,
which was on motion laid upon the table.

Dr. Thompson offered the following : i

Whereas, the present laws for the collection of debts,
and the regulation of the practice of physic and surgery
in this state, are such as to render the former in many
cases difficult, if not impossible, and to place the latter le-
gally on a par with quackery, it becomes the imperative
duty of the medical profession, to adopt such regulations
and institute such arrangements as will best overcome the
difficulties of the one, and protect itself from the disgrace-
ful encroachments of the other; and whereas, some un-
principled persons of this vicinity, are in the habit of so-
liciting and receiving the services of a physician for months,
and on the presentation of the bill therefor, refusing to
cancel the same; and thereafter when they need the aid

22 :
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of a physician, they call on some other person whom they
treat in like manner, and then on another, and another,
and another, all of whom they refuse to pay, so that how-
ever numerous the family may be that they respectfully
have reared, or however much sickness they may have
been afflicted with, they thus secure medical assistance for
a series of years without the least recompense, and thus
grossly impose on the humanity of our profession, therefore,

Resolved, That the President appoint a committee of
three, whose duty it shall be to investigate the extent and
character of the imposition practiced upon the profession
by willful non paying patrons, to devise some plan or ar-
rangement, if possible, to remedy this evil, and report the
same to this Society at the earliest opportunity.

The resolution was adopted, and the chair appointed
the following gentlemen to act as said committee, Drs.
R. H. Thompson, B. P. Staats, and P. McNaughton.

Dr. Thompson offered the following resolution which
was adopted.

Lesolved, That a committee of three be appointed to be
called The Committee on Medical Ethics, whose duty
it shall be to receive the complaint of any members of this
Society in relation to the infraction of any of its articles ;
and if, upon proper eyidence adduced, the committee shall
deem the complaint worthy the action of the Society, to
report the same to the next meeting thereof, with an opin-
ion as to the course that ought to be pursued in relation
to the individual charged with such infraction.

The chair appointed the following as said committe.
Drs. Peter Van Buren, Peter P. Staats and E. B. 0’'Cal-
laghan.

Dr. Peter Van Buren offered the following resolution,
which was carried.

Resolved, That the Secretary procure at the expense of
this Society, and furnish to each member thereof a copy of
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the Medical Ethics, as adopted by the State Medical So-
ciety.

On motion of Dr. J. H. Case,

Resolved, That application be respectfully made on the
part of this Society to the Honorable the Secretary of State
for a copy of the work published by the state on the Natu-
ral History of this State, and for a copy of the Geological
Map.

On motion of Dr. Edmund B. O’Callaghan,

*  Ordered, That a list of the missing books belonging to
this Society be published in the daily papers by the Libra-
rian, with a request that such persons as may have any
such volumes in their possession would be pleased to re-
turn them to such officer without delay.

The Society then proceeded to ballot for officers, and
the following gentlemen having respectively received a
majority of all the votes cast were declared to be duly
elected.

Dr. Thomas Hun, President.

Dr. Mason F. Cogswell, Vice- President.

Dr. John Campbell, Seeretary.

Dr. Edmund B. O’'Callaghan, Treasurer.

Dr. Richard H. Thompson, Librarian.

Drs. Peter McNaughton, James P. Boyd, Leonard G.

~ Warren, Peter Van Buren, and Samuel Dickson, Censors.

The Society then adjourned.

JouN CAMPBELL, Secrelary.

Special Meeting.
February 17th, 1846.

The Society met pursnant to notice given in the public
papers at the grand jury room, City Hall, at 4 o’clock,
P. M. Present, Dr. Thomas Hun, President. Drs. Peter
P. Staats, J. V. P. Quackenbush, E. B. O’Callaghan, John
Van Buren, P. Van Buren, P. Van OLinda, Cogswell, R.
H. Thompson, and J. Campbell.
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The meeting having been called to order by the chair,
the minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.
The Treasurer, Dr. O’Callaghan, reported as follows:

The Treasurer of the Society begs to report,
That though the majerity of the members have readily

paid the tax for the last year, he has in otherinstances ex-

perienced some degree of trouble. In a few cases he has
been obliged to apply to the Secretary for assistance, by
whose personal applications only he has in such cases suc-
ceeded in collecting the tax.

The Treasurer regrets to be obliged to add that most
of this difficulty has been encountered from some of the
oldest members, whose connection with this Society has
been to themselves a source at once of honor and of profit.

The annual tax which we are called on to pay is so in-
significant that it is really difficult to understand why some
object to pay it. It barely suflices to keep the Society out
- of debt; and unless it be paid at the expiration of the year,
when demanded, the Society, it is to be feared, will become
again embarrassed and fall into discredit. The balance at
present to the credit of the Society is between $17 and $18,
It is deposited in bank, and can be obtained whenever re-
quired. Six or seven members still owe their tax, as can
be seen from the annexed vouchers, The Treasurer wounld
respectfully suggest that a committee might be appointed
to examine his accounts for the two years that he has been
in office, as well as the book that the late Treasurer handed
over to him last year. BSuch a committee ought to have
been raised at the last annnal meeting, but by some over-
sight was forgotten. .

In closing this report the Treasurer would only add that
it would facilitate his labors considerably, if he were in-
structed what course to pursue in cases where several years
tax happen to be due. At present, he is under the neces-
- gity of adding, year after year, to the old bill, as he cannot

|
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take it upon himself to give discharges for sums not paid.
The consequence is, such bills are never settled, and the
Treasurer is obliged to compound, where the parties are
willing, for one dollar, the tax for the current year.

All which is submitted.

E. B. O'CaLracHAN, Treasurer.

In accordance with the request of the Treasurer, the fol-
lowing gentlemen were appointed a committee to examine
the Treasurer's accounts and the books of the late Treas-
urer, viz.: Drs. Peter Van OLinda, J. V. P. Quackenbush,
and J. Campbell.

Dr. P. Van Buren, from the committee on Medical Eth-
ics, presented to the meeting a report in writing.

On motion the report was accepted.

Dr. P. Van Buren from the same committee offered the
following resolution, which was adopted.

‘Whereas, the frequent occurrences of breaches of good
faith and medical courtesy by some of the members of this
Society render it necessary to protect this body from such
imputation; it is therefore

Resolved, That every member shall be held bound,
whenever it comes under his observation, that the rules
laid down in the Medical Ethics are violated, to report
the ease to the Committee on Medical Ethics, who shall
investigate the same, and if, in their judgment there be
sufficient cause, lay the same before the Society.

Dr. Peter P. Staats by request was excused from serving
on the committee on Medical Ethics.

On motion of Dr. P. Van Buren, the existing committee
on Medical Ethics was dissolved.

The chair then appointed the following gentlemen as
such committee, viz.: Drs. P. Van Buren, John Van
Buren, and B. P, Staats.

On motion of Dr. O’Callaghan.

Ordered, That each member of said committee be served
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with a notification of his appointment, together with a copy
of the above resolution.

The chair then stated that the present meeting had been
specially called, for the purpose of laying before the Soci-
ety, and obtaining their sentiments upon a plan which had
been proposed by several of its members, of holding more
frequent meetings of the Society, for the purpose of mu-
tual improvement in the medical sciences, and of ensuring
a more intimate acquaintance and a more friendly inter-
course between the members of the regular profession in
this city and county.

On motion of Dr. Cogswell,

Hesolved, That the meeting adjourn, to meet again on
next Tuesday, at 4 o’clock, P. M., and thatthe President
be instructed in the meanwhile to draw up a plan in fur-
therance of the above object to be laid before the Society
at said meeting.

The SBociety accordingly adjourned.

JoHN CAMPBELL, Secretary.

' Special Meeting.
February 24th, 1846.

The SBociety met pursuant to personal notice served on
each member, at the grand jury room, City Hall.

Present, Drs. P. Van OLinda, Martin, March, Armsby,
Quackenbush, P. Van Buren, O’Callaghan, Burris, Thomp-
son, Griffin, and Campbell.

The President being absent, Dr. P. Van Buren was
called to the chair.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The committee, appointed to examine the accounts of
the present and late Treasurers, report as follows:

The committee to examine the Treasurers’ accounts sub-
mitted by the Treasurer, Dr. O’Callaghan, respectfully re-
port, that they have attended to that duty, and compared

e e, e e il
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the same with the vouchers and find it correct, with the
exception of an error of two dollars, which might have oc-
curred in the footing up, or might have been paid since
the adding up, but which was corrected.

They have also examined the books of the late Treas-
urer, and his report, and vouchers which from circumstan-
ces had not before been offered, but was submitted to this
committee and find the same correct.

P. Van OLinda, J. V. P. Quackenbush, and John Camp-
bell, Committee.

Albany, February 24th, 1846.

The report was accepted.

The chair stated that the object of the present meeting
was to receive from the President a plan, which he had
been instructed to lay before the Society for its considera-
tion and action ; that that officer being unavoidably de-
tained, had placed the paper which he had drawn up
in the hands of the Secretary.

Said communication was read and is as follows:

The County Medical Societies were instituted for the
purpose of organizing the medical profession and of ena-
bling the members to co-operate in promoting their com-
mon interests. For many years this Society has fallen into
neglect and has consequently failed to answer the end for
which it was created. The members have remained iso-
lated and have scarcely known each other; and there has
grown up a mutual distrust and lack of good feeling,
which render the discharge of our professional duties less
pleasant to ourselves, and less profitable to the publie.

It has been thought by some of us, that a plan might be
devised for promoting a better feeling among the members
of our Society and for our mutual professional improve-
ment ; and by a resolution at the last meeting the duty was
imposed on the President of embodying your views on this
point, and submitting thém to the action of the Society.
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In accordance with this resolution the following suggest-
ions are submitted for the consideration of the Bociety.
As it is believed that the success of the measure will de-
pend mainly on the epirit in which they are carried out,
these propositions are few and simple.

1. A meeting of the Society shall be held on the 2d and
4th Tuesday of every month at 4, P. M.

2. At the meetings held on the 2d Tuesday of the
month of January, April, July, and October, six members
shall be designated to read papers on medical topics before
the Society ; and such members shall perform their duties
in alphabetical order unless they shall make some other
arrangement among themselves.

3. At the meetings of the Society the papers shall be
read by members thus appointed, and the subjeet shall re-
main open for discussion and eonversation among the mem-
bers present. Other members shall be allowed to introduce
papers or medical topics to the notice of the Society, when
the discussion shall be closed.

4. These regulations shall apply only to those members
who shall signify their willingness to submit to them by
handing their names to the Secretary and shall not inter-
fere with the regular annual and semi-annual meetings
prescribed by our by-laws for the members of the Society.

5. Every member who shall be absent at a meeting of
the Society when the roll is called by the Secretary, shall
forfeit ~ cents, which shall be kept separate from the
other funds of the Society and be appropriated as may
hereafter be directed.

6. The Society will petition the common council to
have a room in the City Hall assigned for its use.

The communication was, on motion, laid on the table
for the consideration of members, to be taken up at the
next meeting of the Society.

On motion,
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Resolved, That the past dues to this Society from Dr.
Charles D. Townsend be remitted to him, and that the
Treasurer be absolved from the duty of calling upon him in
future for his annual tax.

Resolved, That, owing to a misunderstanding, Dr. Jona-
than Eights be excused from the payment of the tax for
the year 1845.

Resolved, That Dr. James M. Brown be released from
the payment of the tax for the year 1845.

The following resolution, offered by Dr. Thompson, was
adopted.

Whereas, it appears by the records of this Society that
upon the erection of the City Hall, a room therein was
granted by the proper authorities for the use of this Soci-
ety ; therefore,

Resolved, That a respectful representation of the fact be
made to his honor the Mayor of this City with a request
that said room be restored to the Society; or if said room

be now devoted to other purposes, that some other room
in said building be granted to the Society forits permanent

use and occupation.

Resolved, That a committee of three be appoeinted to
carry this resolution into effect.

The chair appmuted the following gentlemen to serve
on said committee, viz.:

Drs. R. H. Th-::umpsm], M. F. Cogswell, and P. Van
OLinda.
~ The Society then adjourned.

Joux CaMpBELL, Secretary.

Semi-Annual Meeting.
June 9th, 1846.
The Society assembled at 11 o’clock, A. M., in the com-
mon couneil chamber, City Hall.
Present, Dr. Thomas Hun, President, Drs. P. Van Bu-
23
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ren, Thompson, Cogswell, Quackenbush, Bigelow, Burris,
Griffin, Case, Dickson, Campbell, Carter, Bruwn, March,
and Wing.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

Dr. Thompson, from the committee appointed to procure
a room for the use of the Society, reported that a room
had been appropriated at the erection of the building to
the Society, but having never been occupied had been de-
voted to other purposes.

The chair stated that two applications had been made
for admission to the Society, and that owing to the difficulty
of procuring a meeting of the Comitia Minora he was
compelled to refer it again to the Society at this meeting.
Thereupon,

Resolved, That Isaiah Breakey be admitted as a member
of this Society upon payment of the initiation fee.

Dr. Cogswell, Vice-President, then read the semi-annual
address.

The following resolution was offered by Dr. Thompson
and unanimously adopted.

Resolved, That the thanks of this Society are due, and
are hereby given to Dr. Cogswell, for the able and useful
address to which we have just listened.

On motion of Dr. Thompson, the plan submitted by the
President at the last meeting, was called up for consider-

ation.
After being amended in several particulars, the plan

was adopted and now reads as follows :

1. A meeting of the Society shall be held on the 2d
Tuesday of every month at 3 F. M.

2, At the meetings held on the 2d Tuesdays of January,
April, July, and October, three members shall be appointed,
one of whom shall at each meeting read a paper on some
medical topic before the Society, and such members shall
perform their duties in alphabetical order unless they shall
make some other arrangement among thémselves.
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3. At the meetings of the Society the papers shall be
read by members thus appointed, and the subject shall re-
main open for discussion among the members present.
‘When the discussion shall be closed, the other mémbers
of the Society shall be called on in alphabetical order to
report cases or read papers before the Society.

4. These regulations shall apply only to those members
who shall signify their willingness to submit to them by
handing their names to the Secretary, and shall not inter-
fere with the regular annual and semi-annual meetings
prescribed by our by-laws for the members of the Society.

5. Every member who shall be absent at a meeting of
the Society when the voll is called by the Secretary shall
forfeit fifty cents, which shall be kept separate from the
other funds of the Society, and be appropriated as may
hereafter be directed. "

6. The Society will petition the corhmon council to have
a room in the City Hall assigned for its use.

On motion,

Resolved, That the first meeting in accordance with the
above arrangement be held on the second Tuesday in
July next.

On motion of Dr. P. Van Buren,

Resolved, That the Secretary obtain as many subscribers
as he can, to the preamble and resolution adopted, this
day, and give notice of the first regular meeting.

The Society then adjourned. |

Jonx CAMPBELL, Secrelary.

Special Meeting.
July 14th, 1846.
The Bociety met at 3 o'clock, P. M., at the common
council chamber. Present, Drs. Cogswell, O’Callaghan,
Quackenbush, Burrus, and Campbell.
The President not being present, the Vice-President,
Dr. Cogswell, took the chair.
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The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.
The meeting then adjourned.
JonN CAMPBELL, Secretary.

Special Meeting.
Oct. 2d, 1846.

The Society met at 3% o’clock, P. M., at the rooms of Dr.
Cogswell. Present, Drs. Cogswell, P. McNaughton, B. P.
Staats, P. P. Staats, Boyd, J. Van Buren, Thompson, Wing,
J. McNaughton, Flagler, P. Van Buren, Hun, Hinkley,
Brown, Breakey, Case, Quackenbush, Bigelow, and Camp-
bell.

Dr. Cogswell, Vice-President, took the chair.

Dr. B. P. Staats stated that the meeting had been called
in consequence of the death of our late associate, Dr.
Henry Van OLinda.

Dr. P. McNaughton offered the following resolutions,
which were adopted.

Resolved, That the members of the ‘Albany County
Medical Society have heard with extreme regret, the death
of their fellow member, Dr. Henry Van OLinda.

Lesolved, That the Society offer their sincere condolence
to the family of the deceased on this afflicting dispensa-
tion of Providence.

Resolved, That the Society will attend the funeral of the
deceased in a body, and that they wear the usual badge of
mourning for thirty days.

The Society then adjourned.

Joun CAMPBELL, Secrelary.

Annual Meeting.
November 10th, 1846.

The Society met at the common council chamber, City
Hall, at 11 o’clock, A. M.

Present, Dr. M. F. Cogswell, Vice-President. Drs. 0’-
Callaghan, Wing, Van OLinda, P. Van Buren, Trotter,
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Quackenbush, Case, Breakey, Thompson, Griffin and
Campbell.
The minutes of the two preceding meetmgs were read

and approved.
The Treasurer, Dr. O° Callaghan, preaeubed his annual

report, which is as follows :

E. B. O Callaghan, Treasurer in account with Albany
County Medical Society.

D=. Cr.
1845, 1845,
Nov. 11. To balance remain- Nov. 11. By Alb. Argus’ hill
ing on hand, ...... $13.92} paid, ... .eee $6.10
1846. “ 12 BJI" E'remng Jour-r
Nov. 9. To tax received last nal's, paid,......... 4-97
FORT; - eavnmmnsssiannnns 33.00 | Dec. 23. By Atlas’ bill paid, 2.50
« To balance received 1846. By tax paid collector, 1.00
from the previous Feb. 2. By State tax paid,... 5.00
Treasurer,......... -« 3.00 « 12, By Munsell’s bill paid, 4.50
¢« Toerrorinlastacet., 2.00 | ¢« 17 By Frenchand Cassi-
4 To 1 initiation fee,.. 3.00 dy’s bill paid,...... 1.13
27. Stone and Henley's
Bill paid,....cereees 1.75
May 6. By Munsell's bill
PR e e 6.60

Nov. 9. By Evening Jour-

nal’s bill paid,.... 7.13
»i¢ ¢ By French and Cas-

gidy’s bill paid,.. 3.00

¢« & By E. and 8. Cros-

well’'s bill paid.... 4.50
Oct. 5 By Stone's bill pmd 1.25
Nov. 9. By Secretary’s acet.

for disburgements, 1.00
Nov. 10. By balance in Treas-

urer's hands....... 4.49}

Errors excepted,......... $54.92} £54.923

The Librarian, Dr. Thompson, reported verball}' as to
the state of the library.

On motion of the Treasurer, his report was referred to a
committee of three. L

The chair appointed the following as such committee
viz.: Drs. P. Van Buren, R. H. Thompson and J. V. P-
Quackenbush.

The Secretary presented a communication received from
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the State Medical Society in relation to certain volumes of
the Transactions of said Society. Thereupon,

Resolved, That the Secretary be directed to purchase a
set of the volumes mentioned in said communication.

Dr. Quackenbush presented the namie of Dr. Samuel H.
Freeman as a candidate for admission to the Society.
‘Whereupon it was

Resolved, That Dr. Samuel H. Freeman be admitted as a
member of this Society.

The chair stated that Dr. Isaiah Breakey had paid his
initiation fee and therefore enrolled as one of the mem-
bers of this Society.

The chair stated that he had been requested by the Pre-
gident to inform the Society that owing to the pressure of
businesg, he had been prevented from preparing his annual
address, and asked to be excused for such omission.

On motion of Dr. Thompson,

Resolved, That the President be excused for neglecting
to deliver his annual address.

Dr. Peter Van Buren, delegate to the State Medical So-
ciety, laid before the Society, certain resolutions on-the
subject of Medical Education (contained on pages 189,
190 of the appendix to the last number of the “ Transact-
ion” of said Society).

On motion, it was

Resolved, That said resolutions be referred to a committee
of three, whose duty it shall be to report thereon to this
Society at its next meeting.

The chair appointed the following as such committee,
Vi%eo .

Drs. Joel A. Wing, P. Van Buren, and Thomas Hun.

Dr. Thompson offered the following resolution, which
was adopted. :

Resolved, That a committee of five persons be appointed
to consider the propriety of establishing a medical dispen-
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sary in this city, and report thereon at the next meeting
of this Society.

The following gentlemen were selected as said commit-
tee, viz.:

Drs. Joel A. Wing, Alden March, Jas. P. Boyd, Rich.
H. Thompson, and John Campbell.

On motion of Dr. Van OLinda, it was

Resolved, That a committee be appointed with instrue-
tions to inquire into the expendiency of having the pre-
scriptions of regular physicians hereafter prepared by
apothecaries regularly instructed in pharmacy.

The following committee was appointed for said pur-
pose, viz.:

Drs. Peter Van OLinda, Joel A. Wing, and Richard
H. Thompson.

The Society then proceeded to the election of officers
for the ensuing year, which resulted in the selection of the
following, viz.:

Dr. Mason F. Cogswell, President.

Dr. Richard H. Thompson, Vice-President.

Dr. John Campbell, Secretary.

Dr. E. B. O'Callaghan, Treasurer.

Dr. John Trotter, Librarian,

Drs. Peter MeNaughton, Barent P. Staats, John H. Trot-
ter, David R. Burrus, of West Troy, and William F. Carter
of Cohoes, Censors.

On motion the Society then adjourned until the 1st
Tuesday in January, 1847.

JouN CAMPBELL, Secretary.

Special Meeting.

January 5th, 1847.
The Society met at the grand jury room, City Hall.
Present, Dr. R. H. Thompson, Vice-President. Drs.
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Joel A. Wing, Peter Van OLinda, Thomas Hun, Peter
Van Buren, Jon. H. Case, Alden March, John V. P.
Quackenbush, John H. Trotter, C. C. Griffin, S. H. Free-
man, and J. Campbell.

The Vice-President took the chair.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and ap-
proved.

The committee appointed to examine the accounts of
the treasurer for the past year reported that they had found
the same correct.

On motion the report was adopted.

Dr. Wing, from the committee appointed at the annual
meeting to take into consideration certain resolutions of
the State Medical Society on the subject of Medical Edu-
cation, presented areport with certain accompanying reso-
Iutions.

Dr. Van Buren presented a report from the minority of
the same committee together with certain resolutions.

On motion, both reports were accepted.

Dr. Van OLinda, from the committee appointed at the
late meeting of the Society to take into consideration the
subject of the Prescriptions of Physicidns, reported.

The report was adopted.

The committee, appointed at the last meeting of the So-
ciety, to whom was referred the subject of the establishment
of a medical dispensary in this city, reported favorably
to the said project and concluded with offering the resolu-
tion following:

Resolved, That acommittee of three persons be appointed,
whose duty it shall be to embrace in a memorial to the
common council of this city the substance of the above re-
port and to present the same to the consideration of this
Society at its next special or regular meeting.

The resolution was unanimously adopted, and the chair -
appointed the following gentlemen as said committee, viz.:
Drs. Thomas Hun, Joel A, Wing, and Alden March.
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The resolutions, proposed by the majority of the commit-
tee upon medical education, were then taken up and after
some discussion thereon were adopted, and are as fol-
lows:

1. Resolved, That this Society cordially approve of reso-
lution first of State Medical Society, and sincerely hope
that circumstances of a general character may enable the
profession to elevate the standard of medical education to
the spirit and letter of the above resolution.

2. That this Society think it expedient to suspend opin-
ion or express a negative one on this resolution till after
the result of the action of the National Convention shall bé
known (in relation to this subject), and until more ample
and convincing arguments shall be offered in favor of the
proposed change.

3. Although the Society approve of the introduetion of
the study of physiology, chemistry, and botany (under cer-
tain restrictions) into our common schools, yvet as we pos-
sess no power or influence on the subject, we prefer await-
ing the result of the action of the National Medical Con-
vention on the subject of preliminary education to the
present expression of any definite opinion on the subject.

The Society then adjourned.

JouN CAMPBELL, Secrefary.

Special Meeting.
May 3d, 1847.
The Society met at the common council chamber, City
Hall, at 1 o’clock, P. M. Present, Drs. Wm. Bay, Joel A.

Wing, Jon. H. Case, P. Van Buren, Thompson, Bigelow,
Griffin, and Campbell.

Dr. Thompson, Vice-President, took the chair.

The chair stated the object of the meeting to be the ap-
pointment of delegates to the national mediecal convention
to be held at Philadelphia on the 5th day of May, 1847.

24
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Dr. P. Van Buren moved that three delegates be chosen
to represent the Society in said convention.

The motion was adopted.

Thereupon, Drs. Jas. P. Boyd, Mason F. Cogswell, and -
Barent P. Staats were unanimously chosen as such dele-
gates,

The meeting then adjourned. -

Joux CAMPBELL, Secrelary.

Semi-Annual Meeting.
June 8th, 1847.

The Society met at the common council chamber at 11
o'clock, A. M. Present, Dr. Mason F. Cogswell, Pregi—
dent, Drs. L. G. Warren, Peter Van Buren, Samuel
Dickson, Rich’d H. Thompson, Nicholas Markey, Thomas
Hun, C. C. Griffin, Uriah G. Bigelow, David R. Burrus,
and John Campbell.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved,

The President proposed the name of Benjamin A.
Sheldon as a member of the Society, he having exhibited
satisfactory credentials.

Dr. Sheldon was thereupon admitted as a member of
the Society.

The Vice-President, Dr. Thompson, delivered the semi-
annual address.

Dr. Dickson offered the following resolution, which was
adopted.

Resolved, That the thanks of this Society be, and are here-
by tendered to Dr. Thompson for his able and interesting
address.

The chair stated that the resignation of Dr. Trotter as
Librarian of the Society had been received.

The meeting then proceeded to an election by ballot to
fill the vacancy. Dr. U. G. Bigelow having received all
the votes cast, was declared to be elected Librarian.
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Dr. Hun gave notice that he will, at the next annual
meeting of the Society, propose an alteration of the by-
laws in relation to the hour of holding meetings.

On motion of Dr. Warren the meeting then adjourned.

Joux CAMPBELL, Secretary.

Annual Meeting.
November 9th, 1847.

The Society met at the common council chamber, City
Hall, at 11 o'clock, A. M.

Preseut, Dr. Mason F. Cogswell, President, Drs.
Thomas Hun, B. A. Sheldon, U. G. Bigelow, and R. H.
~ Thompson.

The nfinutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The President proposed the names of Drs. H.B. Me-
Harg and C. C. Waller as members of the Society, they
having exhibited satisfactory credentials and paid the re-
quisite initiation fee; whereupon, on motion of Dr. Hun,
they were admitted as members of the Society.

The President then proposed the name of Dr. John
Swinburne as a member of this Society, and stated that
the doctor had presented him with satisfactory credentials
of membership, but had omitted to send the required ini-
tiation fee; whereupon, on motion of Dr. Hun, John Swin-
burne was admitted as a member of the Society, provided
that he pay the requisite fee.

The President also presented to the Society the follow-
ing communications:

Albany, July 5th, 1847.

Sir: Circumstances requiring my absence for some time
from town, I beg to be permitted to place in your hands
this letter of resignation of my office of Treasurer to the
Albany County Medical Society.

I beg to enclose, at the same time, my check for 818.87,
being the balance belonging to the Society in my hands.

In thus terminating my official connection with the So-
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ciety, I would thank you to express to its several mem-
bers my deep sense of their unvaried kindness towards
me for the several years during which I was honored with
their confidence. _

With the assurance of the sincere esteem for yourself
personally I remain, dear sir,

Yours very truly,
E. B. O’'CaLraeran, M. D.
M. F. Cogswell, Esq., M. D.,
Pres't A. C. Med. Soc.

Dr. Mason F. Cogswell,
Pres’t of the A. C. Med. Soc.
Dear sir: '

My intended departure from the city, the occasion of
which I need not mention, obliges me to resign the officey
of Secretary of your Society. In doing so, permit me to
tender to yourself and the other members of the Society,
my acknowledgments of the pleasure which I have re-
ceived from the performance of the duties of the office, and
the many friendly associations which it has been the means
of procuring me. If my discharge of these duties, humble
and unimportant thongh they be, shall have met with the
approval of my fellow members, I shall be abundantly
compensated for any labor and time I may have expended
upon them.

Albany, June 12th, 1847,

I am, dear sir,
very respectfully,
your obedient servant,
Jouy CAMPBELL.*

On motion of R. H. Thompson, the foregoing communi-
cations were received and accepted.

% Dr. Campbell entered the regular service of the United States as assist-
ant surgeon, and was for some years stationed in California. Since the
war began Surgeon Camphbell has served as Medical Director in Washington,
and in every position with ability and fidelity.
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In accordance with a notice, given at the last semi-an-
nual meeting, in relation to altering the by-laws in refer-
ence to the time of holding the annual and semi-annual
meetings,

Dr. Hun proposed the following resolution, which was.
adopted.

Resolved, That the hour of holding the annual and semi-

annual meetings of this Society, be changed from 11 A.
M. to three P. M.

A quorum for the election of officers not being present,
and the Society being without a Treasurer and Secretary,
on motion of Dr. Hun, R. II. Thompson was elected Sec-
retary and Treasurer pro fem.

On motion of Dr. Hun, the Society then adjourned its
annual meeting to the 23d inst. at 3 o'clock, P. M., very
precisely.

R. H. Tuoxpsox, Secretary, pro tem.

Adjourned Annual Meeting.

Nov. 23d, 1847.

The Society met at the common council chamber, City
Hall, at three o’clock, P. M. Present, Dr. Mason F. Cogs-
well, President, Drs. B. P. Staats, P. Van Buren, J. V. P,
Quackenbush, H. B. McHarg, John Swinburne, B. A.
Sheldon, U. G. Bigelow, C. C. Waller, C. C. Griffin, Jas.
P. Boyd, Thomas Hun, Jas. M. Brown, R. H. Thompson,
and J. H. Case.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The following resolution, presented by Dr. P. Van Bu-
ren, was adopted by the Society.

HResolved, That the Secretary transmit to one or more of
physicians in each town of this county, a request from this
- Society to furnish a brief history of the diseases prevalent
in such towns for the last ten years, and forward the same
to the Secretary on or before the 15th of January, 1848,
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The SBociety then proceeded to the election of officers for
the ensuing year, which resulted in the choice as fol-
lows:

Dr. Mason F. Cogswell, President.

Dr. Richard H. Thompson, Vice- President.

Dr. J. V. P. Quackenbush, Secretary.

Dr. C. C. Waller, Treasurer.

Dr. U. G. Bigelow, Librarian.

Drs. P. McNaughton, B. P. Staats, Jas. P. Boyd, P.
Van Buren, and J. H. Case, Censors.

On motion, the Society then adjourned.

R. . Tuomeson, Seeretary, pro lem.

The Society held a special meeting Dee. 18th, 1847, in
the common council chamber. Present, President M. F.
Cogswell, Drs. William Bay, Peter Wendell, Jas. P. Boyd,
Hinkley, II. B. McHarg, R. II. Thompson, and Quacken-
bush.

On motion of Dr. Wendell, seconded by Dr. Bay, the
following resolutions were unanimously adopted.

Resolved, That we have heard with deep regret of the
death of Dr. Chas. D. Townsend, the oldest resident prac-
titioner in this ecity, whose many amiable qualities and
virtues have endeared him to the recollections of his friends,
and whose assiduous and devoted attentions to the sick
under his care have illustrated one of the highest traits in
the character of a physician.

Resolved, That we, as a body, unite in paying the last
tribute of respect to his memory by attending his funeral,
and that we will wear the usual badge of mourning for one
month.

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be communi-
cated to the family of the deceased with an expression of
our sympathy in the severe loss they have sustained.

On motion of Dr. Bay, the Society adjourned to meet






JOHN V. P. QUACKENBUSH, M. D.,

Prof, aof Obsletrics, and President of the Sociefy in 1853,
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in the common council chamber at 2}, P, M., to attend the
funeral of Dr. Townsend.

J. V. P. QuackexsusH, Secrefary,

At a meeting of the Albany County Medical Society,
held in the common council chamber, Feb. 2d, 1848, the
following resolutions, offered by Dr. Van OLinda and se-
conded by Dr. R. H. Thompson, were unanimously adopted.

Resolved, That this Society have heard with regret of
the sudden death of Dr. Isaiah Breakey, late one of their
members,

Resolved, That although associated with this Society but
a few years, Dr. Breakey, by his honorable and gentle-
manly deportment, had commended himself to the good
opinion and good feelings of his professional brethren.

Resolved, That the Society tender hereby their sympathy
and condolence to his orphan children, and to his relatives,
under their severe bereavement.

* Resolved, That this Society will attend the funeral in a
body, and wear the usual badge of mourning.
Masox F. CoasweLL, President.

J. V. P. QuackENBUSH, Secretary. >

Albany, March 16th, 1848.

The Society held a special meeting in the common coun-

‘cil chamber. Present, Mason F. Cogswell, President, Drs.
Bay, Staats, Boyd, Peter Van Buren, Case, Hun, Sheldon,
Thompson, and Quackenbush.

Dr. Hun, chairman of the committee to prepare a memo-
rial, to be presented to the common council, read the me-
morial and gave a history of the progress of the same.

On motion of Dr. Van Buren, the committee were in-
structed to wait on the common couneil committee to con- .
fer with them in relation to the memorial,

A resolution was offered by Dr. Thompson, that a com?
mittee be appointed to interrogate the candidates for the
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office of Alderman, in relation to their views as to the es-
tablishing a dispensary, which after considerable discus-
sion was lost.

On motion of Dr. Thompson, the Society proceeded to
the election of delegates to the National Medical Con-
vention to be held in Philadelphia in May, 1848, which
resulted in the choice of the following gentlemen:

Drs. Hun, Boyd, Cogswell and Van Buren, with power
to appoint their substitutes.

On motion the Society adjourned. .

Joux V. P. QuackeNBusH, Secretary.

The Semi-Annual meeting of the Albany County Medi-
cal Society was held in the common council chamber, June
13th, 1848, Present, Drs. Mason F. Cogswell, President,
R. H. Thompson, Vice-President, Bay, McNaughton, Van
Buren, Burrus, Case, Swinburne, Sheldon, Waller, and
Quackenbush., _

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

On motion of Drs. Cogswell, Sylvester D. Willard, Henry
B. Fay, Alexander W. McNaughton and Edward H.
Clarke were elected members of the Society.

The Viee-President, Dr. Thompson, delivered the semi
annual address, which was listened to with much interest
and for which the thanks of the Society, on motion of Dr,
McNaughton, were presented to him, with the request
that he would afford the Society a copy for insertion on the
minutes.

On motion of Dr. Van Buren, acommittee was appointed
to confer with the committee on the part of the common
council in relation to the establishment of a dispensary.
The following were appointed such committee: Drs. Van
* ‘Buren, Hun and Quackenbush. ‘

On motion of Dr. Thompson it was resolved that the
President call on all the members present for ﬂn}rintérest-
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ing cases which they may have had in their practice ; pend-
ing which motion, Drs. Thompson, Burrus, and Van
Buren addressed the Society in relation to its interests and
its future advancement. After which, on motion,
The Society adjourned. :
Jonx V. P. QuackexpusH, Secrelary.

At a meeting of the Albany County Medical Society,
held in the common council chamber, August 11, 1848,
the following resolutions, offered by Dr. Bay and seconded
by Dr. March, were unanimously adopted.

Resolved, That this Society has heard with deep sorrow
of the death of its worthy and venerable member, Dr.
Jonathan Eights.

Lesolved, That by this death the Society has lost a mem-
ber who, from its foundation, has always been ready to co-
operate in promoting its interests and its dignity ; and who
by the purity of his life, and by the faithful and disinter-
ested discharge of his duties, during a practice of half a
century, has been an ornament and an example to his pro-
fession.

Resolved, That to show our respect for his memory, the
members of this Society will attend his funeral, and will
wear the usual badge of mourning.

Resolved, That we sincerely sympathize with the family
of the deceased, and that they be presented with a copy of
these resolutions.

Resolved, That these resolutions be published.

HResolved, That we adjourn to meet Saturday afternoon
at 3% o’clock, in this place.

Masox F. CoasweLL, President.
J. V. P. Quackexsusn, Secretary.

Annual meeting of the Albany County Mediecal Society,
held in the common council room, City Hall, Nov. 14th,

1848,
25
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Present, Dr. R. H. Thompson, Vice-President, Drs. J.
H. Case, Wendell, Staats, P. Van Buren, Sheldon, Swin-
burne, Armsby, Waller, U. G. Bigelow, A. McNaughton,
Edward Clark, 8. D. Willard, C. C. Griffin, 8. II. Freeman,
J. P. Boyd, and Brown.

The President being absent, the Vice-President took
the chair.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The report of the Treasurer was read and apptoved of,
and is as follows:

C. C. Waller, Treasurer in account with Albany County

Medical Society.
1847. 1847.
To cash received from late Dec. 20. By cash paid pr.
T rCRBUTET, veeeseresnnnnss £61.55 Crape,. .....m. N L e 2.19
1848, 1848.
To initiating fees from Drs. Jan, 21. By cash paid Ed.
8. D. Willard and A. Morning Express,...... 0.75
W. McNaughton,......... 6.00 | Feb. 10. By cash paid Dr. P.

Van Buren State Del.,, 5.00
Apr. 24. By cash paid pr.

1y ] 1 e S i 0.31
July 9. By cash paid Albany
AXEUB, v 0usi b s b mmiras = s 2.256
Oct. 24. By cash paid M. Ex-
1) e R 1.75
By balance on hand,............ 55.80
$67.55 $67.55

*Dr. Peter Van Buren, chairman of committee on medi-
cal dispensary, read his report, which was accepted and
ordered to be sent to the common council.

Dr. B. P. Staats made a few remarks in relation to the
air pump, as a substitute for the catheter.

Dr. P. Van Buren narrated two interesting cases of
puerperal convulsions, with their treatment and results.

Dr. Sheldon narrated a case of fracture of femur with
its treatment and results.

Dr. Case, after a few remarks in relation to the mutnal
improvement system, narrated a case of fever.

Drs, Wm. Geoghegan and Paul T, Taber were proposed,
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and having exhibited satisfactory credentials, were there-
upon unanimously admitted members of this Society.

Drs. Carhart, Lyons, and Howard Townsend, were
proposed and referred to the President.

The Society then proceeded to the election of officers
for the ensuing year, which resulted as follows:

Dr. James McNaughton, President.

Dr. John Swinburne, Vice- President.

Dr. Benj. A. Sheldon, Secretary.

Dr. C. C. Waller, Treasurer.

Dr. C. C. Griffin, Librarian.

Dr. R. H. Thompson, State Delegate, 4 years.

Drs. J. H. Armsby, P. MeNaughton, J. . Case, U. G.
Bigelow, and Burris, Censors.

On motion, meeting adjourned.

JoHN V. P. QuackeNBusH, Secretary.

A Special Meeting.
: April 27th, 1849,

The Society met at the common council chamber, City
Hall, at 3 o’clock, P. M.

Present, Drs. James McNaughton, R. H. Thompson,
Peter Van Buren, John H. Case, John Swinburne, C. C.
Griffin, 8. D. Willard, and B. A. Sheldon.

The President stated the object of the meeting, to be
theappointment of delegates to the National Medical Con-
vention, to be held at Boston on the 2d day of May, 1849,
and also the appointment of Treasurer in the place of Dr.
Waller, resigned.

Dr. Waller’s report was read and accepted, and ordered
on file.

The President offered the following communication to
the Albany County Medical Society.

Gentlemen: Circumstances requiring my absence from
the city for sometime, I am compelled to resign the office
of Treasurer of your Society. I thank you for honoring
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me with your confidence, and the many favors I have re-
ceived at the hands of many of you. Allow me to present,
through your President, the following account of the finan-
cial condition of the Society. |
Respectfully &e.,
C. C. WALLER.

C. C. Waller in account with the Albany County Medical

Society.
D=. Cr.
1848, Nov. 14th. 1848, Nov. 17th. _
To cash on hand,..............555.30 | By cash paid collectingtax, $1.00
To initiation fees of five Nov. 2Z. By cash paid Li-
MEMBOrS, ..ovnsmes nannsrassnes 15.00 DERTIRI, <o iiiennssssnonsmaiis 0.26
To cash for taxes for '47and Jan'y 11. Cagh onhand,.... 104.55
R S R LR 35.50
$105.80 $105.80
* % * * * *

Respectfully submitted.
C. C. WALLER.

In depositing the balance on hand in the bank it has
bgen ascertained that three dollars of it is counterfeit. In
collecting, the funds of the Society the last year, it is im-
possible for me to recollect of whom I received it. I trust
the Society will pass it by as an oversight and not hold

me culpable,
C. C. WALLER.

Dr. Thompson, State Delegate, stated that he had made
an appropriation of ten dollars to the State Society, which
was approved of by the Society.

Dr. Van Buren presented several copies of Transactions
of State Medical Society.

The Society then went into an election for Treasurer,
which resulted in the choice of Dr. Jobhn V. P. Quacken-
bush.
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The following gentlemen were elected delegates to the
National Medical Convention, to be held at Boston, viz. :

Drs. Peter Van Buren, R. H. Thompson, Boyd, and B.
P. Staats, with power to substitute. Dr. Vah Buren of-
fered the following resolution :

Resolved, That hereafter, until otherwise ordered by this
Society, a dinner shall be provided for such members of
the Society as are in attendance, at each annual and semi-
annual meeting, at the expense of the Society, at such
hour and place as it shail direct; and that the President,
Secretary, and Treasurer be a committee to carry the
above into effect.

Dr. Thompson offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That hereafter the State Delegate be and is
hereby authorized to procure a sufficient number of copies
of the Proceedings of the State Medical Society annually,
so that-each member can be furnished with a copy of said
Transactions.

Dr, Thompson made a few remarks upon a class of im-
posing citizens, who were able to pay their physicians but
did not. He therefore moved that a committee of three
be appointed to make necessary arrangements to avoid
their impositions:

The chair appointed Drs. Thompson, Swinburne, and
Griffin, that committee, to report at the semi-annual meet-
ing of the Society.

On Dr. Van Buren's motion the Society adjourned.

Bexsamin A. SHELDON, Seeretary.

The Semi-Annual Meeting.

June 12th, 1849, 3 o’clock, P. M.
The Society met in the common council room in the-
City Hall pursuant to public notice.
, Present, Dr. James McNaughton, President, Drs. Al-
den March, P. P. Staats, J. H. Case, P. Van OLinda,
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Thompson, Dickson, Warren, H. Townsend, J. Swinburne,
J. B. Rossman, 8. D. Willard, and B. A. Sheldon.

Minutes of the last meeting read and approved.

The select committee, to whom was assigned the duty
of reporting to this Society some plan which if adopted
would have a tendency to proteet the profession against
the impositions which are practiced upon it by willful non-
paying patrons, reported the following resolutions which
were adopted.

Resolved, 1st. That each member of this Society, will
hereafter carefully and justly register the name and resi-
dence of every patron or patient, within his knowledge, who
willfully refuses or neglects to compensate his mediecal at-
tendant or family physician.

Resolved, 2d. That at each annual meeting each mem-
ber of this Society will communicate to the Secretary a
complete and exact list of all persons whom he may thus
register; and that the secretary be and is hereby authorized
to arrange alphabetically, and printin pamphlet form at the
expense and for the benefit of the Society the names and
residence of all persons thus registered, carefully observing
to prefix #ome characteristic to each name thus printed
which shall show by whom the said name or names were
registered.

JOHN SWINBURNE,
C. C. GRIFFIN,

The President stated that Dr. Quackenbush declined
serving in the office of treasurer, to which he was elected
by the Society at the special meeting. When on motion
of Dr. Thompson the Society went into an election for
Treasurer, which resulted in the choice of Dr. J. B. Ross-
man.

The Vice-President, Dr. John Swinburne, delivered the
semi-annual address which was listened to with much in-
terest.

R. H. Tuompsox,
Com.
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Dr. Thompson ofiered the following:

Resolved, That the thanks of this Society be and are
hereby tendered to Dr. John Swinburne for his excellent
practical address, and that a copy of the same be sentas a
communication to the State Medical Society.

Adopted.

Dr. March made a few remarks in relation to the distri-
buting of lime in the streets, and offered the following
preamble and resolutions.

‘Whereas, this Society have observed that the board of
health have ordered our streets to be strewed with lime
(under the impression as is supposed) that it is a disinfect-
ing agent, ealculated to prevent the spread of cholera,
which has recently made its appearance in a few instances
among our citizens; and

Whereas, in the opinion of this Society, neither lime nor
chloride of lime possess any power to prevent the intro-
duction and spread of cholera; and

‘Whereas, the strong and gloomy impression which our
whitened streets is calculated to make on the minds of
timid citizens, the revolting and alarming effect which it
is well calculated to produce on persons from the country,
who are in the habit of visiting the city on business, and
the paralyzing effect which it will be likely to produce on
our citizens in preventing them from sweeping and attend-
ing to other means of cleanliness. Therefore

Resolved, As the sense of this Society, that the practice
of spreading lime on our streets is not only useless, but in-
directly injurious to the health and happiness of the citi-
zens, and highly detrimental to the business interests of
our city.

The question was on the adoption of the resolutions.
when a question arose whether lime or chloride of lime
were disinfecting agents or not. The subject was ably dis-
cussed by Drs. March, McNaughton, P. P. Staats Van O-
Linda, Case, Townsend, Thompson, Warren, and Dickson.
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‘When, on motion of Dr. Thompson, the subjeet was re-
ferred to a committee of three to report at the next meet-
ing of the Society. The chair announced that committee
to be Drs. T. R. Beck, Hun, and Townsend.

Dr. 5. D. Willard offered the following resolution:

Resolved, That the board of health receive the thanks of
this Bociety, for their earnest endeavors to promote the
sanitary condition of the city.

On motion of Dr. P. P. Staats the Society adjourned to
meet again on Tuesday the 19th inst., at 4 o’clock, P. M.

B. A. SurLpoxN, Secretary.

An Adjourned Meeting.

Albany, June 19th, 1849, 3 o’clock, P. M.

The Society met in the common council chamber, in the
City Hall, pursuant to notice. Present, Dr. James Me-
Naughton, President, Drs. Joel A.” Wing, . P. Staats,
M. F. Cogswell, Quackenbush, Thompson, Griffin, Ross-
man, Swinburne, Willard, Townsend and Sheldon.

The minutes of the last meeting read and approved.

Dr. Townsend, one of the committee on the disinfecting
agents of chloride of lime, made his report which was ae-
cepted and adopted. |

Dr. Thompson offered the following :

Resolved, That the report of the select committee, in
-reference to the disinfecting ageney of lime in staying the
ravages of cholera, be and is hereby adopted; and that a
copy of the same be published in the city papers.

On motion of Dr. Thompson, the meeting adjourned.

B. A. SueLvox, Seeretary.

Albany Counly Medical Sociely.

A speeial meeting of the Albany County Medical Soci-
ety was held at the common council room in the City Iall
on Tuesday afternoon at 5 o'clock. The President an-
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nounced to the Society the death of Peter Wendell, M.
D., and made some appropriate remarks on the many es-
timable qualities of the deceased. 'Whereupon, the follow-
ing resolutions were offered by T. Romeyn Beck, M. D., -
and unanimously adopted :

Resolved, That this Society receive with great regret,
the announcement of the death of one of its earliest and
most eminent members.

Resolved, That while the members most sincerely sym-
pathize with his family and his friends, in the severe loss
they have experienced, they are still consoled by the re-
collection that the life of Dr. Wendell has been spent in
the exercise of one of the best of human pursuits, and
that his career has been distinguished by unwearied atten-
tion to the welfare of the sick, and by honest and success-
ful endeavors to uphold and advance the usefulness and
dignity of his profession.

Resolved, As a just tribute of respect to his memory, that
this Society will attend the funeral ceremonies in a body,
and wear the usual badge of mourning for thirty days.

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be communi-
cated to the family of the deceased, and also be published.

By order.
Jas. McNaveHTON, President.

Nov., 1849, B. A. SHELDON, Secrelary.

Annual Meeting.
Albany, Nov. 13th, 1849, 3 o’clock, P. M.
The Society met in the common council chamber pur-
suant to public notice. Present, Dr. James McNaughton, '
‘President. Drs. P. McNaughton, B. P. Staats, J. B. Ross-
man, J. H. Case, R. H. Thompson, H. Townsend, C. C.
Griffin, John Swinburne, J. F. Townsend, P. Van Buren,
W. Geoghegan, J. V. P. Quackenbush, J. Van Buren,
Thomas Hun, and B. A. Sheldon.
The Treasurer’s report was read and adopted.
26
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« Dr. Thompson proposed the name of David Wiltsie as
a member of the Society, he having exhibited satisfactory
credentials. Dr. Wiltsie was thereupon admitted as a
member of the Society.

The President, Dr. J. McNaughton, delivered the annu-
al address.

Dr. P. Van Buren offered the following resolution,
which was adopted:

Resolved, That the thanks of the Society be presented
to the President for his interesting address, and that he be
requested to furnish a copy to the Delegate of this Society,
to be presented to the State Medical Society.*

Dr. P. Van Buren offerd the following resolution which
was adopted

Resolved, That the resolution adopted by the Society,
directing its officers, to provide at its regular meetings a
dinner for its members at the expense of the Society, be
and is hereby rescinded.

The Society then went into an election for its officers

which resulted in the choice of
Dr. James McNaughton, President.

Dr. John Swinburne, Vice-President.

Dr. B. A. Sheldon, Secrefary.

Dr. J. B. Rossman, Treasurer,

Dr. C. C. Griffin, Librarian.

Drs. P. McNaughton, H. Townsend, U. G. Bigelow, J.
H. Case, and D. R. Burrus, Censors.”

Dr. Hun offered the following resolution which was not
adopted :

Resolved, That the resolution passed at the last meeting
of the Society, requiring members to furnish a list of per-
sons who have refused to pay their bills for medical ser-
vices, be rescinded.

On motion the Society adjourned.

B. A. SHELDON, Secretary.

——

# Transactions of 1850, p. 126,
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Semi-Annual Meeting.

Albany, June 11th, 1850.

The Society met in the common council ¢chamber pur-
suant to public notice. Present, Dr. James McNaughton,
President. Drs. J. B. Rossman, John Van Buren, J. II.
Case, 8. D. Willard, U. G. Bigelow, C. C. Griffin, Samuel
Dickson, David Wiltsie, John Swinburne, William Geo-
ghegan, Peter Van OLinda, R. H. Thompson, and B. A.
Sheldon.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The Treasurer made his semi-annual report which was
accepted and ordered on file.

Albany County Medical Sociely in account with J. B. Ross-

' mai.
Dr. Cr.
Expenditures (as found on Journal)| By amount of cash received up to the
at different times,ssveveees F97.38 11thday of June,........ $110.55
97.58
Balanog; c.erieinenionnams $18.17

The President proposed the names of Augustus Viele,
Abraham McKown, and Alonzo G. Westerveltas members
of the Society, they having exhibited satisfactory creden-
tials.

- Drs. Viele, McKown, and Westervelt were thereupon
admitted as members of the Society.

Dr. Reinhart presented his credentials for examination
and made application to become a member of the Society.
The credentials were referred to committee.

The Vice-President, Dr. John Swinburne, delivered his
semi-annual address on the treatment of puerperal fever
and erysipelas, which was listened to with interest.

Dr. Willard offered the following resolution which was
adopted:

Resolved, That the thanks of the Society be and are
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hereby tendered to Dr. Swinburne for the very interesting
address to which we have just listened; and that a copy of
the same be requested and sent to the State Medical Soci-
ety, as a communication.

Dr. Thompson offered the following resolution, which
was adopted.

Resolved, That Drs. James McNaughton, Joel A. Wing,
Alden March, Thomas Hun, Mason F. Cogswell, John
Swinburne, and Peter Van OLinda be and are hereby ap-
pointed a committee, whose duty it shall be to investigate
the propriety of excluding medicines, as a general thing,
from our offices in this city, and relying hereafter exclu-
sively on the apothecary for making or putting up our re-
cipes.

Resolved, That the foregoing committee be and is here-
by requested to take the above subject into immediate con-
sideration, and report the result of the same to this Soci-
ety as soon as may be practicable at a special meeting.

Dr. Griffin offered the following, which was not adopted :

Resolved, That the resolution requiring the report of
names of non-paying patrons be and is hereby rescinded.

Dr. Case offered the following, which was not adopted :

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to co-
operate with the Secretary and advise with in regard to
the propriety of publishing any doubtful names.

Dr. Griffin offered the following, which was adopted:

Resolved, That all names which have been heretofore re-
ported, and all which shall be reported at the next annual
meeting, shall be read and revised at said meeting before
being printed.

On motion of Dr. Thompson, the Secretary was ordered
to get sufficient number of blank notices printed for the
Society’s use.

On motion the Society adjourned.

B. A. SHELDON, Secretary.
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Annual Meeting.
Albany, Nov. 12th, 1850, 3 o'clock, P. M.

The Society met in the common council chamber pur-
suant to public notice. Present, Dr. James McNaughton,
President, Drs. J. B. Rossman, P. P. Staats, Peter Van
OLinda, L. G. Warren, 8. D. Willard, U. G. Bigelow,
John Swinburne, J. M. Brown, J. V. P. Quackenbush,
Wm. Geoghegan, Peter McNaughton, J. H. Case, W. F.
Carter, Augustus Viele, and B. A. Sheldon.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The Treasurer made his annual report which was ap-
proved and ordered on file, as follows:

J. B. Rossman in account with the Albany County Medical

Society.
D=. Cr.
1850. 1850.
Nov. 11th. To cash on hand,.$12.17 | Nov. 11th. Paid H. D. Stone
To initiation fees of two mem- bill per Secretary,.... $4.00
| R e S S 6.00 | Nov. 12th. Cash on hand,....... 16,17
To cash for taxzes,..cccevenenee  2.00
$20.17 $20.17

The committee on Jacob Reinhart reported favora-
ble to his admission as a member, whereupon he was ad-
mitted as a member of the Society.

Dr. Willard proposed the names of Drs. Thomas H. Neeley
and James H. Salisbury as members of the Society, they
having exhibited satisfactory credentials.

Drs. Thomas H. Neeley and James H. Salisbury were
thereupon admitted as members of the Society.

Dr. James McNaughton, chairman of special committee
on the expediency of excluding medicines from private
offices, made his report, which was accepted and ordered
on file, and is as follows:

The committee, to whom was referred the resolution of-
fered by Dr. Thompson at the semi-annual meeting, re-
lative to the propriety of excluding medicines from our
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offices in this city, and relying hereafter on the apothecary
for making and putting up our recipes, respectfully re-
port: that there exists a difference of opinion among the
members of the committee in respect to the matter referred
to them. While all might admit the convenience to them-
selves of being relieved from the trouble of preparing and -
gending out medicines, the subject has other bearings
which, in the estimation of some, counterbalance these dis-
advantages. It 1s believed by some that the habit of pre-
paring medicines in private offices has a tendency to make
students more familiar with medicines, and better qualified
to preseribe them judiciously and profitably than if all
their knowledge were derived from books, or lectures, or
from a cursory examination in an apothecary shop.

It is the opinion of the most experienced teachers of
medicine, that even with the present advantages afforded
in private offices to become well acquainted with the chief
articles of the materia medica, there is scarcely any de-
partment of the profession with which students generally
are less accurately acquainted than with that very import-
ant branch of practical medicine. It1is convenient for all
medical men to keep some medicines in their offices and
in their pockets for immediate use; and in country prac-
tice it is indispensably necessary to keep and prepare med-
jcines. Influenced by these and other considerations,
which your committee do not deem it necessary at present
to dwell upon, it is notthought advisable to recommend to
the members of the Society, residing in the city, to exclude
medicine entirely from their offices. But the undersigned
are of opinion that it would be well if the older and well
established physicians, and those who do not keep pupils,
should set the example of getting prescriptions made up
at the apothecary shop, and requiring in all cases, when
convenient, that patients, or their friends, should send for
their medicines.

In this way much of the present trouble might be avoid-
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ed, and the public would be gradually prepared for a more
complete reliance on the aputhecar}' to prepare medi-
cines than at present.
All which is respectfully submltted
James McNaveuroxw, Chairman.
P. Vax OLixpa.
JOHN SWINBURNE.

The President, Dr. James McNaughton, delivered his
annual address, whereupon Dr. Van OLinda offered the
following resolution :

Resolved, That the thanks of the Society be presented
to the President for his able and interesting address, and
a copy requested for the use of the Society.

The Society then went into an election for its officers
for the ensuing year. The President and Vice-President
having declined being candidates for re€lection, the ballot-
ing resulted as follows:

Dr. James H. Armsby, President,

Dr. Wm. F. Carter, Vice-President,

Dr. B. A. Sheldon, Secretary.

Dr. J. B. Rossman, Treasurer,

Dr. John Swinburne, Librarian.

Drs. Peter McNaughton, Howard Townsend, U. G.
Bigelow, L. G. Warren, and J. P. Boyd, Censors.

On motion, the Society adjourned.

B. A. SHELDON, Secretary.

Semi- Annual Meeting.
Albany, June 10th, 1851.

The Society met in the City Hall pursuant to public
notice. Present, Drs. J. H. Armsby, J. H. Case, P.
Van Buren, J. B. Rossman, Howard Townsend, Quacken-
bush, Samuel Dickson, C. C. Waller, Augustus Viele, and
B. A. Sheldon.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.
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The Treasurer made his semi-annual report which was
approved and orderd on file, and is as follows:

Albany Counly Medical Sociely in account with J. B. Ross-
man, 1reasurer.

Dr. ' Cr.
1850, By amount due last report,... $16.17
Dec. 12. Paid boy for collect- . Nov.12, 1850, Dr. Jacob Rein-

I i ataniia £1.00 hart, initiation fees,...... 3.00
Feb. 2, Delegate, ....ccoccuueiee 5.00 | Dr. P. P. Staats, tax’49and 50  2.00
March 20. Paid Stone and Drs. Armshy, Freeman, Cogs-

Henly adv. bill, ........ ceee 050 well, Hun, and Peter Me-

e Naughton, tax for 18560, 5.00
$6.50 '

$26.17

6.50

$19.67

The propriety of establishing a reading room was dis-
cussed, whereupon Dr. P, Van Buren offered the following
resolution :

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to
inquire whether a suitable room can be procured, to be
used as a reading room, and if so to inquire into the pro-
priety of making annual appropriations for the purchase of
medical periodicals, to be deposited in said room for the
use of the members of this Society.

The President appointed, Drs. Peter Van Buren, B. A.
Sheldon, and J. B. Rossman that committee.

The semi-annual address was omitted in consequence of
Vice-President being absent.

Dr. Peter Van Buren offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That the President and Secretary cause to be
published, if necessary for the use of this Society, a new
edition of the by-laws of this Society, and also purchase a
book for the Secretary of this Society.

On motion of Dr. Quackenbush the Society adjourned.

B. A. SueLpon, Secretary.

END OF FIRST VOLUME OF MINUTES.



BIOGRAPHIES.

[The design of this volume is only to notice those members of the Society
now deceased ; but as it is regarded important to preserve as complete a his-
tory of the Institution as possible, and there are a few members who sur-
vive in venerable age who were so associated with its early history that it
has been thought proper to add brief notices of them.]

ALEXANDER GLEN FONDA.

Alexander G. Fonda was born in Schenectady on the
17th day of August, 1785. His father was Colonel Fonda,
and rendered efficient service to the cause of the colonies
in the revolutionary war. He was graduated at Union Col-
lege in 1803, a class mate of Dr. Thomas Dunlap of Sche-
nectady, and the Rev. Dr. James M. Matthews of New
York city. Alexander studied medicine under the direc-
tion of Dr. Archibald H. Adams, who is subsequently
noticed in this volume, and was licensed to practice in
May, 1806. Two months later, the first meeting of the Al-
bany County Medical Society was held under the new law,
and Dr. Fonda came from Schenectady to be present. The
venerable Dr. Mancius presided, and as he cast his large
piercing eyes over the little number gathered for its organ-
ization they rested with severe serntiny upon the smooth
face and youthful form of young Fonda, and he remarked
with seeming austerity that he supposed all who were pre-
sent were licensed practitioners. Dr. Fonda knowing that
the remark was intended for him only, replied with all
confidence and suavity that his license had been granted

27
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in the May previous, but he did not think it important to
tell the old doctor that he had not yet attained his major-
ity; for in the eyes of such a man youth has a species of
unpardonable sin.

For many years Dr. Fonda quietly pnrsued his profes-
gion in his native city, and at length retired from its active
duties to the enjoyment and quictude of domestic life in
the tranquillity of which old age has come gently upon
him.

Half 'a hundred years had rolled away, and Dr. Fonda
came back in 1856, to join in the Society’s semi-centennial
celebration. It was to him apparently an event of great
pleasure and satisfaction. Dr. Augustus Harris and him-
self, of the original members, had survived the half century,
but the former died a few months afterward. Dr. Fonda
is now in the seventy-ninth year of his age. May his long
and useful life close only to witness the morning of a more
glorious day.

A brother likewise studied medicine, and died in one of
the southern states where he had gone to reside. For
nearly twenty years Dr. Fonda has been represented in
the profession in this city by his son, Dr. David E. Fonda.

JACOB LANSING VAN DEUSEN.

Jacob L. Van Deusen sprang from the Holland stock, as
well known for its manly virtues as its talent and its sturdy
patriotism. His father was Jacob Van Deusen, who was
born at Hudson, N. Y., in 1748, and died in 1814. Jacob
Lansing was born at Albany, July 17th, 1785. He had but
one brother, Abraham, a merchant of large business at
Schuylerville.

He received a classical education at the academy of Cam-
bridge, N. Y.

At the close of his academic carcer, he happily chose
the medical profession as his walk, pursuing his studies
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under Dr. Hunloke Woodruff in the city of Albany. And
there too he received his degree, September 8th, 1806.
This was granted by the University of the State of New
York. On presenting his diploma to the young candidate
after he had ably sustained the ordeal of the examination
of those days, the Chancellor, John Lansing, Jr. (a kinsman
of Dr. Van Deusen’s), remarked : ¢ Remember, my young
friend, that I have now made a doctor of you, and I trust
you will be an honor to your profession.” This kindly
admonition is well remembered by the then young doctor
in his present old age, and his career attests forcibly how
faithfully he treasured and acted upon that golden * word
in season.”

But though well grounded in the rudiments of his ecall-
ing, Dr. V. D. was not content to commence practice
without availing himself of all furtherances to a complete
preparation within his reach. Philadelphia was then the
seat of the highest medical instruction in the Union; and
it need only be said, in proof of this, that the principal lec-
turers at its college were Drs. Rush, and Physic. Thither
he proceeded, therefore, with his friends, Drs. Peter Wen-
dell and Simeon Vedder.

It may be mentioned, as a striking illustration of the dif-
ference brought about in 60 years, that the friends were
seven days on their voyage from Albany to New York in
the good sloop Eagle, Captain Pruyn; and then they were
a day and a half crossing New Jersey to Philadelphia—a
distance now traveled in three hours by the aid of steam
and rail road. X

Following his Philadelphia sojourn, Dr. Van Deusen,
commenced his active career at Albany, where he practiced
twelve years, and among his most pleasing reminiscences
are those of his associations with his professional brethren
in that city.

The caunse that led Dr. Van Deusen to change his field
of labor was a pulmonary affection, threatening serious
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consequences. IHis friends and associates, Drs. Elias Wil-
lard, Townsend, Eights, and Stearns, advised him to go
where a country practice would compel exercise and health-
ful exposure, for it was probably the sedentary and indoor
life of a ecity which was the secret of his illness. He wisely
and happily took the counsel, which coincided with his own
views, and, accepting an invitation from Gen. Wadsworth
and his brother James Wadsworth, located himself at Gene-
seo in that portion of Western New York then just devel-
oping its present vast resources. There he remained some
four years, when he providentially changed his abode for
the last time, founding his hearthstone at Montague, New
Jersey, in the pure air and among the proverbially health-
ful hills of “old Sussex.” And there he completed the
faithful work of a life ; and there, where he experienced its
vicissitudes, its comforts as well as its trials, where his
children grew up around him like olive plants, where the
first frost of autumn whitened his locks and the snows of
winter fell on his head, he still remains.

He was always happily devoted to his profession. He
pursued it with his whole heart, and never gave it a half
allegiance. Hence he was never apolitical aspirant, though
always ready to meet his duties as a citizen, more espe-
cially in the offices connected with schools, which he re-
peatedly filled. At Albany he was a city physician by ap-
pointment, and also held the commission of surgeon to a
regiment of artillery, a post tendered to him by Gov. Tomp-
kins. DBut the one earnest object of his life was the kindly
ministrations of his profession to the alleviations of human
suffering ; and it is the comfort of his genial age to know
that he was newver allured from his mission by the attrac.
tions of place or power, or at the call of vulgar ambition.

Every active mind has its favorite walk; and Dr. Van
Deusen’s specialty in surgery was in diseases of the eye. e
was singularly successful in operations for cataract, effect-
ing numerous cures both by couching and extraction. And
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itis his comfort to say that he has no inclination to rival the
boasts of Baron Wenzer, that in his operations he had * de-
stroyed a hat full of eyes.”

Dr. Van Deusen relinquished the ptactice of his profes-
sion about 1860.
®1e was singularly happy in his family relations, and his
children can * rise up and call him blessed.” Of his eight
sons, six are living ; and of those, five are engaged in pur-
suits closely allied to their father’s profession ; four of them
being druggists at Rondout and Kingston.

Such is the brief outline of a life of earnest usefulness;
and he has his reward for his fidelity. The blessing of
Heaven is on his head. He is surrounded by affectionate
children, loving and honoring him ; he has all the comforts
of life to excite him to a grateful acknowledgment to * the
giver of every good and perfect gift,” and in the assurance
of a faith that never wavered or doubfed, he can serenely
await the last summons. The *shock of corn fully ripe”
is ready for the garner. And when the inevitable hour
comes, he at least will meet it,

“ Like one who folds the drapery of his couch about him
And lies down to pleasant dreams.”

WILLIAM BAY.

During the reign of that voluptuous monarch, Louis XTIV
of France, thé*Protestant Christians, known as Huguenots,
suffered many and great persecutions on account of their
religious faith, and were likewise deprived of most of their
civil rights. The privileges guarantied to them under
the edict of 1562 was revoked by that wicked sovereign un-
der the edict of Nantes in 1685. So great had been the
persecutions, that within a short time previous more than
half a million of Hugunenots fled into Switzerland, Germany,
Holland, and England, notwithstanding the vigilance that



214 BI1oGRAPHICAL SKETCHES.

was exercised to prevent their escape. Their industry and
their skill found a welecome reception in those countries.
The ancestors of Dr. Bay were of those Iunguenots who
fled first into Holland, and subsequently went to Ireland;
from whence Mrs. Bay, his great grandmother, with her
two sons, Andrew* and William, came to America Mha
settled in Maryland about the year 1720. Andrew was a
clergyman of the Plesbytenan church and lived for a
time in Albany. William remained in Maryland. His
son was John Bay who was born in 1743, and died in 1818.
"The wife of John Bay was Ann Williams, who was born
in 1745, and died in 1845, at the age of one hundred years.
William Bay, the subject of this notice was the second
of six children of John and Ann (Williams) Bay, and was
born in the city of Albany in the reign of George the third,
on the 14th day of October, 1773.  'William passed his boy-
hood in the citys and so essentially were the population
Duteh that but few of his playfellows could speak any
other than the Dutch language. When he-was a lad, his
father removed to Claverack in Columbia county where
no inconsiderable portion of his large property was located.
At a suitable age William was sent to Princeton College,
New Jersey, then the great literary school of the Middle
States, where his father graduated in 1765. He remained
in college until his senior year, when ill health obliged
him for a time to relinquish his studies. Having dcter-
mined to study medicine he went to Ne® York in 1794,
and became a private pupil of Dr. William Pitt Smith,
an eminent physician in that eity. The only medical
school in the state was Columbia College, and in its corps
of distingnished professors were Smith, Post, Mitchell,
Rogers, Hosack, and Hammersley. Dr. Smith, in addi-
tion to his other offices, held the arduous and responsible

# A notice of Rev. Andrew Bay may be found in Webster's History of the
Presbyterian Church in America, p. 573.

R —
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one of health officer to the ‘port, and in the discharge of
its laborious duties fell a vietim to inflammation of the
lungs in 1795. In the interval between his death and the
appointment of his successor (Dr. Richard Bailey), being
about four months, the office was temporarily filled by Dr.
William Bay. He next became a pupil of the eminent
Dr. Samuel Latham Mitchell, and remained in his office
until he gradnated as doctor in fiedicine in May, 1797.

The subject of his inangural thesis was, “The operation
of Pestilential Fluids upon the Large Intestines, termed by
Nosologists, Dysentery,” This was published by T. & J.
Swords, 1797, 8vo., pp. 109.

A review of this dissertation was published in the New
York Medical Repository (vol. 1, ‘p. 110), and occupies
over six pages. The review concludes thus:—* Whatever
variety of opinion or discordancy of facts may exist on this
subject, we are persuaded that the most perfect unanimity
will prevail in considering the principles set forth by Mr.
Bay, and supported by so many powerful arguments, as
highly interesting to the science of medicine, and the wel-
fare of mankind; and we are convinced the same unani-
mity will be felt in ascribing to our author, the praise of
diligence, jpgenuity, and a comprehensive survey of the
subject on which he treats. This early fruit of his studies,
worthy a more advanced age and mature experience, leaves
us no room to doubt that his future professional career
will be alike honorable to himself and useful to his country.”

Dr. Bay returned from New York to his home in Clav-
erack, where he immediately began the pursuit of his pro-
fession. 1is business and his reputation alike rapidly in-
ereased, and his skill was sought throughout an extensive
district; but after a few years he found a large country
practice exceedingly laborious, and in 1810 he was induced
to remove to Albany, where he formed a business relation
with Dr. McClelland, who died a few months subsequently,
and left Dr, Bay at once in a large field of practice. He
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was elastic with health, and in the vigor of early manhood,
with zeal in his profession, and he at once became a lead-
ing practitioner. Ile was esteemed a skillful aceoncheur,
in which his experience was very large and valuable, and
his medical brethren frequently sought his counsel in dif-
ficult cases,

Dy, Bay married Catharine, a sister of Wm. W. Van
Ness in 1797 ; they had four children, three of whom are
still living. Mrs. Bay was a beautiful example of a culti-
vated Christian woman ; she lived with her husband sixty-
eight years, and died at the age of eighty-seven years, on
the 24th of January, 1864.

Dr. Bay continued’ in practice for sixty-three years ;
at first withdrawing from its more active duties, and at
length entirely from its cares.

Upon the completion of his half century in practice, the
profession of his native city gave him a public dinner, in
honor of the occasion, and in appreciation of his long and
faithful services as a citizen and a physician. The event
took place at Congress Hall in April, 1847, and was one
of delightful harmony and good feeling. His venerable
colleague, Dr. Eights, was too ill to be present, but who,
with Beck, and Wendell, and Wing, and many others who
were present and gave dignity to the occasion, have passed
away.

Several years later the Medical Society, in 1856, held its
semi-centennial anniversary. Dr. Alexander Fonda, one
of its original members was present. One other member
survived, but Dr. Bay was the patriarch of the occasion,
and was addressed by the orator in terms of cordial con-
gratulations. He was present also at the festivities of the
evening, and responded to the sentiment that called him
to the floor.

Dr. Bay still survives, full of venerable dignity and full
of years (since the death of John Rodman Coxe, on the
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23d March, 1864), probably the oldest physician in the
country. He stands like the venerable oak where the
forests around it have fallen. Ilis life time covers the
period of the birth and growth of a great nation. Its
infaney was in his boyhood; he has seen it wax strong,
and now witnesses the conclusive struggle that threatens
its downfall. May he still survive to know of its once
more peaceful and united prosperity.

Dr. Bay was born in circumstances of affluence; his
father was an educated and acecomplished lawyer, conspic-
nous among his associates for his integrity, for his courte-
ous and accomplished manners, a member of the commit-
tee of public safety, and associated with the public men
of his times, His home was the abode of a cultivated and
attractive hospitality. These influences gave his son the
advantages of high social position, and the training of
cheerfulnessand amiability which has characterized his life,
a life of professional energy, moral integrity, and of Chris-
tian worth and virtue. The shades of its evening are draw-
ing on, and Dr. Bay in his ninety-first year, in remarkable
mental elasticity and Christian cheerfulness, is patiently
waiting the close of his long pilgrimage. Mayit be attend-
ed with every blessing.

A brother, Thomas Bay, was a lawyer of prominence, and
mayor of Hudson; he died in 1832; a venerable brother,
John Bay, resided with the doctor until his death on the
15th of' April, 1864, at the age of eighty-two years. His
gon, Dr. John W. Bay, graduated in New York in 1823,
but abandoned the practice of his profession many years
ago.

PLATT WILLIAMS.

Platt Williams was born in the town of Hunting-
ton, Suffolk county, New York, on the 19th day of Sep-
tember, 1784. He entered Williams College and gradu-

28
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ated with the class of 1804. Among his classmates were
Victory Birdsey, Luther Bradish, and Nathan Hale, who
have occupied distinguished judieial, political and literary
positions. Immediately after receiving his collegiate de-
gree he came to Albany and began the study of medicine
with Dr. Elias Willard, who at that time was one of the
most prominent physicians in the city. During the years
1806, 1807, and 1808 he prosecuted his studies at the Co-
lumbia in the city of New York, and subsequently at the
College of Physicians and Surgeons. Dr. Williams's
preparatory studies were long and severe, and he came
into the profession a well read student. Ie commenced
the practice of medicine in June, 1810.

In 1812, Dr. Williams received from the Governor Dan-
iel D. Tompkins, the appointment as Surgeon of the
Second Regiment of Riflémen ; war at that time existing
between England and our own Government. A part of
this regiment was detailed for service on the Niagara
frontiers, and six companies were sent to DPlattsburgh
with an assistant Surgeon.

After the close of the war, Dr. Williams returned again
to private practice, and joined the County Medical Society
in 1816. Two years'later, upon the recommendation of
Major William J. Worth (afterwards Major General Worth),
he was appointed by the Surgeon General, Dr. Lovell, Post
Surgeon of the Cantonment at Greenbush, a position that
he continued to fill with marked satisfaction until the gar-
rison was abandoned in 1822, residing and pursuing mean-
while his private practice in the city. '

Dr. Williams was President of the County Medical So-
ciety in 1828, having represented it in the State Medical
Society of which he was elected permanent member the
game year.

As a physician, Dr. Williams occupied a prominent posi-
tion, and was strenuous fo secure to his patients the bene-
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fits aceruing from a proper system of diet during their
illness, a subject that had attracted less attention forty
years ago than it has of late years. He was beloved by
many of his patients, some of whom were men of distin-
guished positions in life. As’'a citizen and a man, his
career was honorable and his character unblemished.

In 1845, after thirty-five years of active professional life,
Dr. Williams withdrew from its cares, and took his resi-
dence in Alder Creek, Oneida county, where he at pre-
sent resides in the enjoyment of reasonable health, in the
80th year of his age, and passing the evening of his life
in a calm and dignified tranquillity.

The contemporaries of Dr. Williams were Stringer and
Mancius, McClelland and Woodruff, Willard and Wendell,
Townsend, Wm. Bay, T. Romeyn Beck and Joel A. Wing.
With a single exception these have all closed useful and
honorable lives. Bay and Williams remain like sturdy
oaks where the forests have fallen. Their lives cover the
period of our national government and they survive to
witness the most-trying period of its existence. May they
once more see peace and prosperity in the land, and close
their lives only to begin the joys of a better world.

JAMES WADE.

James Wade was a son of James and Mary (Upham)
Wade, and was born in West Springfield, Massachusetts, on
the 5th day of June, 1789. His mother was the danghter of
the Rev. Edward Upham. His father served as a soldier
in the revolutionary war, and was present at the battle of
Bunker Hill. James received a common school education,
and some instruction in Latin. At the age of seventeen he
had grown restless at home, and did what boys sometimes
use to do, run away. He came to Albany, where he was
obliged to rely on his own enterprise and industry; he
therefore hired to a farmer and worked during the sum-
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mer, and in the winter taught a common school. This
business, in summer and winter he alternated for a number
of years. Meanwhile he had made the acquaintance of Dr.
Samuel McClearney of Schenectady, and began the study
of medecine with him. Ie was licensed by the Scheneec-
tady County Medical Society on thé 2Tth of November,
1812, but continued the occupation of teaching in the town
of Watervliet until an epidemic sickness in the neighbor-
hood made such a demand upon his service as to oblige
him to relinquish his school. He then settled in Niskayuna,
Schenectady county, where his knowledge and skill were
to be put to the test.

It proved fortunate that the plan of treatment he adopt-
ed in typhoid pneumonia, many cases of which ecame under
his care, was remarkably successful, and the reputation this
acquired brought him at an early period into active life.
So rapidly did business grow upon his hands that at the
end of the first year he had'not only made his living, paid
several debts, but laid up from his earnings one thousand
dollars. It was alarge amount for those times, and speaks
well for the good people among whom he lived, who paid
their doctor so promptly. They deserve unmeasurable
praise,

In 1829 Dr. Wade removed to the town of Watervliet,
in Albany county, where he has ever since resided, and
where for many years he was in the full tide of a large
and lucrative practice, which extended in the adjoining
counties of Schenectady and Saratoga, and embraced a
large consultation business.

Dr. Wadereceived the degree of doctor of medicine from
the Medical College at Castleton, Vermont, in 1836, He
employed all possible time in reading, and is a man of gen-
eral information not only in his profession but in political
economy and government.

He continued in active life for forty-eight years until
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1860, having been a useful and honored citizen. Of his
children three sons survive : Dr. Ezekiel M. Wade, who sue-
ceeded his father and is now a physician in Watervliet;
James Wade, Jr., a Lawyer in Cleveland, Ohio; and Ed-
ward Wade, Esq., a Jawyer in Albany. Two brothers re-
side in Ohio: Edward Wade, member of Congress from
1852 to 1860 ; and the Hon. B. F. Wade, for many years
United States Senator.

Dr. Wade survives at the age of seventy-five years in men-
tal and physical health, and surrounded by the comforts
that reward a life of industry.

BIOGRAPHIES OF MEMBERS DECEASED.

WILHELMUS MANCIUS.

In two of the New England states, as also in New Jersey,
laws were enacted at an early period for the organization
of medical societies. There were many evils that these
laws were designed to suppress, and there was much good
they were intended to incite. The evils were such as had
grown gince the early settlement of the country from the
need of well educated students in medicine, and the low
degree to which the art of healing had as a consequence
fallen. There was no restriction to prevent the grossest
imposition of pretenders in assuming the responsibilities
that pertains to the care of the sick and the management of
disease ; and there was but little to aid the legitimate stu-
dents in diligent research, and knowledge of true medical
science. The laws which should therefore give distinctive
features to the medical profession may be presnmed to have
found warm advocates in the physicians resident of the
State Capitol, seeing, as they could do, the great necessity
for its existence, and anxious as they doubtless were for
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the establishment of some professional landmarks. The law
creating a State and County Medical Societies was passed
on the 4th day of April, 1806. It wasplanned and matured
with the wisdom and far sightedness of those able and
gifted statesmen, VAN NEss, Crixtox and KgxT, who at that
time were members of the legislature, in connection with
the speaker of the assembly, Dr. ALExAxDER SHELDON, of
Montgomery county, a gentleman of broad and liberal sen-
timents, occupying an honorable position in his profession,
as also in the counsels of state. It is due to the memory of
these men to say that after the lapse of nearly sixty years,
the law stands with but asingle amendment precisely as
they originated it; exertinginits operation a powerful in-
fluence, through forty or fifty institutions, upon the profes-
sion through the entire state. In its comparison with
similar laws in other states, judging by what it has accom-
plished, an enlightened opinion will award it the best, and
it promises as much in the future as it has achieved in the
present, for the good of the profession and the Enhghtened
wisdom of its framers.

The first meeting for the organization of the Medical
Society of the county of Albany took place on the first
Tuesday in July, 1806, but it was adjourned to meet on the
29th instant for that purpose. The day arrived, and there
assembled at the old City Hall, in the city of Albany, the
following gentlemen: Wilhelmus Mancins, Hunloke,
Woodruff, William MecClelland, John G. Knauft, Caleb
Gauff, Augustus Harris, Joseph W. Hageman, Cornelius
Vrooman, Jr., Alexander G. Fonda, and Charles D. Town-
send. The event was one of importance ; it was to organ-
ize an institution which was to continue, they knew not
how many years or through how many generations. By
the precedence of years, the position of presiding officer
fell upon Wilhelmus Mancius, a position that his venerable
and dignified appearance was well suited to maintain. Dr.
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Mancius was elected to assume the chair, and to announce
the meeting ready for organization.

Wilhelmus Mancius was born in Ulster county, New
York, in September, 1738, His father was George Wilhel-
mus Mancius, a native of Holland, who had emigrated to
America and was a minister in the Reformed Dutch Church
in America, and who combined with his gospel ministra-
tions what was not then uncommon, some knowledge of
the healing art, which he practiced among the people of
his charge. Wilhelmus probably studied the classics un-
der the care of his father,as he did also his medical profes-
sion. The Dutch language was his mother tongue, though
he spoke the German fluently, and the English with at
least a strong Dutch accent. He must have begun the
study of medicine about the year 1758, when he was twenty
years of age. It is impossible now to define just what
might then have been regarded as a medical education;
and in comparison with the present, a just estimate can
scarcely be made. There were no medical schools in the
country, and for a student in a retired town no possible
facility for acquiring any practical knowledge of anatomy.
A student could therefore have no adequate idea of the
vital organs in health, or as changed by the process of dis-
ease. Diseases of the heart and lungs could not be distin-
guished by either audeunltation or percussion. Nothing was
known of the normal or diseased sounds of.these organs.
The pharmacy was as rude as the means of diagnosis.
‘What might have been observed of the medicinal properties
of a few indigenous plants comprised for the most part all
that was available in the materia medica. To watch there-
fore the progress of disease, and to administer a few com-
paratively harmeless remedies must have constituted the
office of the physician ; and he became skillful and renowned
only as he exercised the shrewdness of observation, and
made his experience his guide, Surgery was rude and sim-
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ple. There was not the necessity for the high degree of
surgical art that now exists. There were no terrible rail
road disasters to mutilate human bodies, no steam engines
to explode, or complicated machinery to tear into shreds
and erush human limbs. And the art of war had not cre-
ated implements of the present intense refinement of de-
struction and mutilation, which the healing and mechan-
ical arts have come forth so nobly with equal genius and
gkill to repair. ’

Dr. Mancius removed to Albany where he eventually
enjoyed a large and remunerative practice. His office was
on North Market street (now Broadway)near what is
now the Delavan House. He was aman of social, genial
nature, of eceentric habits, but withal agreeable in manners,
and a possessor of a fund of good humor which gave him
great popularity. In 1806, he had taken as partner Dr. Hun-
loke Woodruft, a gentleman of experience and learning,
younger than himself. Dr. Mancius, by careful observation,
had obtained considerable skill, and stood an oracle not to
be disputed on medical topics. Ie frequently fell into dis-
cussion with his more learned and accomplished partner, in
which he of course was the weaker party ; but he habitually
closed these arguments with an air of triumph, exclaiming
““ Ah de cure, Hunloke ; de cure is de great ting—I cure!”
His opinion of his partner’s skill may be inferred. A men-
tion of his business habits may be made as perhaps suited
to the times, but which would scarcely add dignity to a
member of our profession at this day. The doctor, it is
gaid, attended many of the wealthy farmers surrounding
the city, and never scrupled to draw liberally upon their.
well supplied stores. Ile was punctual to settle these ac-
counts, but always found out first the amount of them be-
fore presenting his own bill. It was a strange cirenmstance
that no matter how large the amounts were, * it was exaetly
the amount of his bill.” Shoe bills, and others were settled
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in the same manner. We are told that on one ocgasion,
Richard Smith, a rich farmer, who had settled with the
doctor in this way before, made out his bill : it was found
on comparison that the doctor’s * just matched it.” He
then recollected that he had omitted certain items which
could not escape the doctor’s memory when mentioned.
The result was a balance in his favor, and the doctor
promptly paid it over.

Dr. Mancius was in advanced years when the first meet-
ing of the Society was held ; his career had embraced the
period of the revolutionary war, and the institution, through
him as its oldest member, now dates back a century and a
quarter. He was never again present at the meetings, for
his life terminated soon after on the 22d of October, 1808,
at the age of seventy years. Dr. Mancius was a man of
_strong mind, and he left the impress of a favorable reputa.
tion that has survived the changes of more than half a cen-

tury.

HUNLOKE WOODRUFF.

Hunloke Woodruftf was born in Elizabethtown, New Jer-
sey, about the year 1755, and was a descendant by his ma-
ternal ancestry from Chancellor ITyde, afterwards Earl of
Clarendon, famous in English politics about two centuries
ago. His mother died in hisinfancy, and his father during
his early childhood. He was cared forand educated by his
grandfather, Joseph Woodruff, who about that time was the
mayor of Elizabethtown, and who held the honored posi-
tion of privy counselor to George the Third previous to the
Americanrevolution. Hunloke was graduated at Princton
college, New Jersey, about 1774, and having chosen the
profession of medicine began his studies with Dr. Malachi
Treat in the city of New York shortly previous to the com-
mencement of the hostilities between the colonies and the
mother country. Dr. Woodruft'had taken up his residence

29
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in Albany, but soon after this event he entered the army
as surgeon of the Third New York Regiment, commanded
by the gallant Colonel Peter Gansevoort of Albany, a posi-
tion in which he served with distingunished ability both as
physician and surgeon until the close of the war. Brought
up as he had been by his grandfather, who held the high of-

fice of privy counselor, he had naturally been taught not only
to honor but to reverence the king, and the influence of

his education might naturally have led him to hold his loy-
alty to the erown. DBut he espoused the cause of the colo-
nists from the first, and devoted himself through the long
and weary struggle to the accomplishment of national inde-
pendence. He accompanied the northern army to Canada,
and was at the siege and taking of Fort St. John. He
was with Col, Gansevoort during the whole siege of Fort
Stanwix, and attended General Sullivan in his expedition
against the hostile Indians of western New York.

As the army was proceeding toward Montreal, the doe-
tor and an officer were marching together, when coming
to a tree they passed it on opposite sides and were almost
together again, when a cannon ball from the enemy whis-
tled between them and struck the tree. Neither felt any
extraordinary effect from the passage of the ball; and the
circumstance the doctor used as a practical demonstration
against the prevailing opinion that the passage of a can-
non ball would by its windage cause the death of any
person near to whom it might pass.

At the siege of Fort Stanwix, Captain Gregg and several
others ventured beyond the lines of safety, and were sur-
prised by Indians. Some of the party were scalped and
left for dead. A faithful dog who had accompanied them
licked the blood from his master’s face, and then went to
the fort and created an alarm which led to the discovery.
Dr. Woodruft was one of the number who went from the
fort in search of the party. Standing at length beside a
body which he supposed dead, and whose visage was ob-
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seured by masses of blood, he was startled by a low mourn-
fal voice, exclaiming, “Doector, don’t you know me?”
The secalped and wounded man proved no other than his
friend, Capt. Gregg, the owner of the dog. Dr. Woodruft
took him to the fort, where with much care he recovered,
and survived many years.

After the termination of the war Dr. Woodruff returned
to Albany, and, becoming a partner with Dr. Mancius, he
engaged extensively in practice and with great acceptance,
both in Albany and the country and the villages surround-
ing it.

Dr. Woodruft was by birth and education a gentleman:
he had in early life the advantages which social position
and education confer. His talents were of a high order,
his mind was refined and cultivated by learning, and by
association with men in the higher ranks of life. His im-
agination was lively and his reasoning powers were sharp
and philosophical. His knowledge of his profession, and
his experience in surgery, by long military service, were
equal to the first men of his time. His sympathies were
warm and his impulses manly and generous. His money
was valued only as it could lavish comforts upon his family
and friends. His whole life was high toned and honorable,
an ornament to his profession and a valued citizen.

In the last part of his life he was greatly afflicted with
serofulous diathesis, which gradually increased npon him
until the period of his death, which finally took place from
hemporrhage from the lungs on the 4th day of July, 1811, in
the fifty-sixth year of his age.

An excellent likeness of Dr. Woodruff, by an Albany
artist, Mr. Ames, is in possession of his family. A daugh-
ter of Dr. Woodruftf married Dr. Samuel Freeman, now of
Saratoga, and deceased in 1862.
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WILLIAM McCLELLAND.

William MeClelland, was born in the Shire of Galloway
in Scotland, in the year 1769. He received his medical
education at Edinburgh, and immediately afterwards came
to America, and began his professional career in Albany.
His talents and his medical attainments secured for him
a large practice, and his position in his profession was de-
servedly eminent.  His early advantages had been better
than this country at that time afforded, and hence the po-
sition that education controls was acceded to him by his
colleagues. In matters pertaining to the advancement of
his profession, Dr. McClelland took an active part, and as
he was present at the first meeting of the Medical SBociety
of the County of Albany so he continued his attendance
with regularity until the close of his life. At the first
meeting of the Medical Society of the State of New York
in 1807, he was the delegate from Albany, and was elected
the first President of that body. Among the pupils who
sought his instruction was Theodric Romeyn Beck, who
afterwards became one of the most distinguished medical
scholars of the age.

In Janunary, 1811, Dr. MecClelland formed a business
partnership with Dr. William Bay, who had a few months
previously returned to Albany to reside; but his social
habits had led him into an extreme of living, not uncom-
mon in those days, and that tended to shorten his life.
He died on the 29th of January, 1812, having just com-
pleted the forty-third year of his age. Dr. Bay still sur-
vives him, at the advanced age of ninety-one years.

JOHN G. KNAUFF.

' John G. Enauft was born in Germany. He wasa phy-
gician and an apothecary, confining himself, however,
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more exclusively to the duties of thelatter. I am informed
that he was aman of sound education; but being retiring
and unsocial in his habits, he made few friends. He was
the first Treasurer of the Society. In 1807, he read before
it a paper on the “Revulsive effects of blood-letting;"” and
in 1808, one on “ The use of Hyosciamus Niger.” In

1809 he resigned his seat as member of the Society., His
death occurred in 1810.

CALEB GAUFF.

Caleb Gauff resided in the extreme south of the town
of Bethlehem, where for many years he was a respectable
practitioner. He is remembered by some of the old citi-
zens of Bethlehem; but little definite information ecan
be given concerning him. He was probably past the
meridian of life when he met with this Society, and his
career terminated at a period not distant from the time of
its organization. It is now impossible to determine the

place and period of his birth, or trace more fully his brief
history.

AUGUSTUS HARRIS.

Augustus Harris was born in the county of Rensselaer
on the 17th day of July, 1776. IHe was the son of Dr.
Nicholas Harris, with whom he pursued the study of med-
icine until he was licensed by the Hon. John Lansing,
chief justice of the Supreme court of the state of New
York, on the 4th day of August, 1800, He commenced
practice in the town of Bethlehem, in Albany county, in
1803, where he remained for fourteen years, when he ree
moved to Van Buren in Onondaga county, where he con-
tinued in the profession until 1821, when he turned his
attention chiefly to the pursuit of agriculture. Dr. Har-
ris was one of the original members of the County Medical
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Society, and was present at its first meeting, He was then
in his early manhood, full of strength and zeal, with life
before him.

Half a century later, when in 1856 the Society advanced
to its semi-centennial celebration, a retrospective glance
of its history was taken, and a knowledge of those who
first.organized it was sought. Itwas found that Augustus
Harris still survived, in the eighty-first year of his age.
The feelings of his youth were revived ashe thought of
the event in which on account of “age and the infirmities
attending, he could not venture so far from home,” but
‘he sent, in a clearly written letter, the assurance of his in-
terests in the occasion. A few months later, on the fifth
of April, 1857, the good old man slept with his fathers.
He was attended in his last illness by Dr. Daniel T. Jones,
of Baldwinsville, who a few years later was laid to rest in
the same cemetery.

Dr. Harris passed the evening of his life in the enjoy-
ment of every comfort, which had acerued as the reward
of his industry. He was a man of genuine honesty and
benevolence.

JOSEPH W. HEGEMAN

Was a son of Joseph Hegeman, a wealthy gentleman who
lived at Coenties slip in New York. Joseph was born
and educated at Princeton, New Jersey, and there received
his license to practice medicine. He was a friend of Dr.
William Anderson, and removed with him to Schenectady
where he was associated with himy-as a partner in bunsiness.
d4le was a man of gentlemanly and courteous manners,
and was esteemed a good practitioner. He married So-
phia Anderson, a sister of his friend and partner, Dr.
Anderson. About 1814 he removed to Cincinnati, and
in 1827 to Vicksburgh, Mississippi, where he contin-
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ued in practice with a relative of his wife. In 1832 he
lost hiz three daughters, who died of cholera within
twelve hours of each other. He died in 1837. The date
of his birth is uncertain, but he was not far from sixty-five
years of age at the time of his decease.

CORNELIUS VROOMAN.

Cornelius Vrooman, Jr., was the second son of Simon
Vrooman, a citizen of Schenectady, where he was born in
1781. His classical education was obtained at Union Col-
lege, though his name does not appear on the catalogue
as a graduate of that institution. He attended medical
lectures at the University of Pennsylvania, and began the
practice of his profession in his native city. Ie rapidly
won the reputation of being askillful physician —a reputa-
tion which still attaches to his memory,

Dr. Vrooman was over six feet in stature; his manners
were easy and agreeable ; his expression of countenance
pleasant and lively; and he possessed fluency and versatil-
ity in conversation, well adapted to make him a popular
man. Ie was uniformly kind hearted, and generous to-
wards the poor. It is said of Dr. Vrooman, that with
these virtues he was—unlike physicians of the present gen-
eration — quick tempered, but that the paroxysms were
exceedingly brief. The sun shine is more cheerful after a
cloud and a shower, and a man more amiable after the
climax of a temporary vexation. He did not long continue
in professional life, probably as much on account of the
admonitions of health, as from having been appointed
financier for a very wealthy citizen of Schenectady, for
which his sterling integrity, and his business capacity alike
fitted him. Dr. Vrooman passed away in his early man-
hood a vietim of pulmonary disease. His death occurred
in December, 1811, when he was at the age of thirty years.
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DR. CHARLES D. TOWNSEND.

Charles De Kay Townsend was the son of Absalom
Townsend, and was born in Goshen, Orange county, New
York, on the 20th of April, 1778. He was one of twelve
children, having four brothers and seven sisters, who all
lived to mature years. “The Townsend family, though
residents of England for centuries, were originally from
Normandy, and tradition says they accompanied William
the Conqueror to the British Isle.”

Charles commenced the study of medicine in Albany,
under the supervision of Drs. Mancius and Woodruff, and
attended the medical lectures at Columbia College in 1802,
During the time of his residence in New York, he was
also a pupil of the celebrated surgeon, Dr. Wright Post.
He commenced practice in Rhinebeck, but removed to
Albany in 1803, Ile was the first Secretary of the Coun-
ty Medical Society, and was successively elected to its
various offices. In 1807 he read before it a paper on
“Puerperal fever.” He was elected permanent member of
the Medical Society of the State of New York in 1815,
and received, on its recommendation from the Regents of
the University, the honorary degree of doctor of medicine
in 1830,

For forty-five years, until near the period of his death, he
was extensively engaged in practice, rendering alike ser-
vice to the poor and the rich. Ie was a physician of the
olden school, positive and unequivocal in his attachment
to the theory and practice of medicine as taught at the
beginning of the present century, unfaltering in his devo-
tion to his profession, and heroie in its defence.

Previous to his death Dr. Townsend was afflicted with
cataract, which so impaired his vision as to oblige him to
relinquish the duties of his profession, and assume the
position of patient. He submitted to an operation for the
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removal of the disease which proved only partly success-
ful. Asa patient he displayed great fortitude and cheer-
fulness, and rigidly adhered to the directions of his medi-
cal attendants.’

As a practitioner of medicine Dr. Townsend was es-
teemed prudent and skillful, and acquired the almost un-
limited confidence of the public. His death occurred on the
17th of December, 1847, when he was in his seventieth
year.

The following estimate of Dr. Townsend is from one,
whose intimate relations with him afforded every oppor-
tunity to judge correctly of his character and virtues.
“ Industry, firmness, truthfulness, moral courage and
Christian charity were blended in his character. Though
possessing quickness of temper and fearlessness in the
expression of his sentiments, he still possessed that noble-
ness of natule that when convinced of error manfully ac-
knowledges it, and makes all reparation in its power. In
the duties of his profession he would encourage and cheer
Lis patients until all hope for them was gone, and so great
was his spirit of hopefulness that it became almost pro-
verbial, that when Dr. Townsend gave up there was indeed
no hope. Then did he remember his duty as a Christian,
make his suffering patients the subject of his private peti-
tion, and by prayer with them and Christian counsel point
them to the Great Physicianof Souls.” And it was * with
unshaken faith and confidence in his Saviour that he him-
self at length entered fearlessly the dark valley, and with

¢ Unfaltering trust approached his grave.”

Dr. Townsend married Maria Fonda of Albany, Decem-
ber 10th, 1807, by whom he had seven children, four of
whom survive. He isrepresented in the profession by one
son, Dr. John F. Townsend of New York city, recently of

Albany.
a0
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WILLIAM ANDERSON

Was the second son of Isaac Anderson of Princeton, New
Jersey, where he was born about the year 1771. He was
educated at Princeton College, and studied medicine with
the celebrated Dr. Benjamin Rush of Philadelphia, where
he attended lectures and graduated in medicine. He took
his residence in Schenectady where a large field of business
opened before him, and where he enjoyed a high reputa-
tion for skill in surgery. He was emphatically a heroic
practitioner and a heroic surgeon. It was a part of his
character to be so; for as a man he was bold and dashing,
with little care for anything, and very little anxiety for
anybody. Atone time he was a man of wealth; but disre-
garding money or its value, he exercised no prudence in
the care of it, and made no provision for what he might
need, except for time present. He often received large fees
for his services, but never troubled his patients about pay-
ing him. He was in the sense of the world whole souled
and generous to a fault, and sought to enjoy life as he
went along in its swift current.  On the 30th day of Au-
gust, 1800, he married Elizabeth, a sister of Jacob G. San-
ders, Isq., now of Albany. In the prospect of a more ex-
tensive field than Schenectady and its vicinity afforded he
went to New Orleans with a view to establish his residence;
but on a return passage to New York he was seized with
yellow fever and died on the 30th day of August, 1811, and
his body was committed to the ocean. Dr. Anderson left
no children. At the time the Medical Society was organ-
ized, Schenectady was within the limits of Albany county,
and thus Dr. Anderson was brought into relation with it
at the time of its organization. It speaks for his enterprise
and for that of his associates, that they came so far to at-
tend its first meeting, for Schenectady was at that time
nearly a day’s travel from Albany.
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An older brother, Dr. James Anderson, also practiced in
Schenectady ; but he died suddenly at Cherry Hill near
Albany, where he was buried in 1805. He was a well
read, accomplished and attractive gentleman.

ELIAS WILLARD.

Dr. Elias Willard occupied a conspicuous position as a
physician and surgeon among the medical men of Albany
at the beginning of the present century. Ile was the se-
cond son of Lemuel Willard of Harvard, Massachusetts,
and descended in the fifth generation from Major Simon
Willard, the common ancestor of the family in America,
and who came from the county of Keént in England in
1634, and settled in Massachusetts. Major Willard is dis-
tinguished in the history of Massachusetts as rendering
important public service to the colony as representative
in its councils, as comptroller, judge, commissioner and
military commander. He was a man of sound under-
gtanding, fine judgment and practical skill, conscientious,
devout, and thoroughly in earnest both in word and work,
giving by his sagacity and wisdom protection to the infant
colony, and imparting strength and vigor to its govern-
ment.

Lemuel Willard, the father of Elias, sustained a good
reputation as a useful, respected, public spirited citizen.
Elias was born in Ifarvard, on the Tth of January, 1756.
He early gave attention to study and expressed a strong
desire to receive a collegiate education, which his father, in
justice to his other sons, was unable to afford him ; but he
was placed under private instruction, and made consider-
able progress in acquiring the Latin and Greek langunages.
At the age of eighteen years he commenced the study of
medicine, which he was pursning when the war broke out
which separated the colonies from Great Britain. The
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father, an elder brother, and Elias obeyed the first call for
troops, and left home on the eighteenth of April, 1775, for
Cambridge, where the army was collecting. Early the .
next day they pressed forward to Lexington, and shared
in the country’s first bloody struggle for liberty in the
battle of the 19th April.

After a brief service as a common soldier, he applied to
the provincial congress for the position of assistant sur-
geon, and meantime tendered his services as .a volunteer
in the hospital at Roxbury under the charge of Dr. Samuel
Hayward. In order for a greater protection from diseases
of the camp Dr. Hayward and young Willard decided to
receive small pox by inoculation, and they accordingly
went into a lonely seclusion until the danger from it was
past. After his recovery, wishing to study more closely
than he could do in a hospital, he placed himself under the
tuition of Dr. Joseph Gardner of Boston, and there re-
mained until the hospital was established in New York,
when he became the assistant of Dr. John Warren, a broth-
er of the lamented patriot, General (and doctor) Joseph
‘Warren, who fell at Bunker Hill. Ile was subsequently
in the early part of 1777 transferred as junior surgeon to a
hospital in Boston.

In 1777, at the age of twenty-one years, he received the
appointment of surgeon to a regiment from the province
of Maine, commanded by Colonel Frost, which was
brought into active service by its removal to White Plains,
in this state. Ile was successively removed with the
army to German Flats and Ticonderoga. IHe was invited
by General Lincoln to become a member of his staff, but
~ he had suftered so much from the cold during the winter
that he accomplished his desire to return to hospital duty,
where he remained until the close of the war.

In July, 1780, he married Catharine, daughter of John
Livingston, Esq., whose mother was a sister of General
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Abram Ten Broeck of the revolutionary army and mayor
of Albany in 1796,

After the close of his military service, in which time he
had added largely to his professional experience and skill,
but nothing to his purse, he removed in 1785 to Still-
water in Saratoga county, where he entered into a large
practice, residing on Bemis Heights, the battle ground
near Saratoga. A few years later he visited Montreal and
Quebec with a view to a change in his residence, but the
manners and customs of the province were not his own,
and the process of assimilation with them was not an easy
one, and after one year he returned again to Stillwater.
He removed to Albany in 1801, and for a period of twenty-
five years, was actively and extensively engagedin his pro-
fessional duties. He united with the Medical Society at
the period of its organization.

In 1811 the Society demanded of Dr. Willard the com-
ponents of a certain remedy he used in cancer. Forsome
reason (and it is probable that he was not as yet himself
fully satisfied as to its positive virtues), he did not promptly
comply with the demand, and the Society passed a resolu-
tion by which he was expelled.

This act, however, did not lessen him in public estima-
tion, and the Medical Society of Massachusetts elected
him to honorary membership in 1814, an evidence of the
esteem and undiminished confidence in which he was held
by the medical profession of his native state.

He died in this city on the 20th March, 1827, in the
seventy-first year of his age, having been more than fifty-
one years in professional life. His wife died on the 20th
January, 1827. Delightfully associated in life, they were
not separated by death.

Although it is now a considerable more than a third of a
century since Dr. Willard terminated his career, yet his
name remains familiar to the present generation as a man
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of high rank in his profession. Dr. Willard's character
had developed, amid the trying scenes of the American
revolution, and in those scenes he had learned great
practical lessons and they gave complexion to his life.
They had taught him skill in his profession by a stern and
painful experience ; they had tanght him patience, diligence
and forbearance. Suffering with his country, gave him for it
an enthusiastic love and a devoted patriotism. Ilis man-
ners were agreeable and courteous, and his deportment
at all fimes consistent and dignified, and in later years his
appearance was not only prepossessing but“lmpreasive and
venerable. The distinguishing traits of his character
were his devotion to his profession and his ardent piety.
His religious convictions were clear and enlightened; he
had been early impressed with the truth of religion, and
his long life was that of a consistent and exemplary Chris-
tian, while his position was one of influence in the church
as well as in the profession.

He inherited energy of character and possessed a mind
calm, well balanced and harmonious in its action. With
great industry he united a disposition to do good to all
around him. Dr. Willard left two sons and eight daugh-
ters, and has been represented in the profession in this
city by two grandsons, Dr. Edward Willard Ford, and Dr.
John H. Trotter.

Dr. Moses Willard was a younger brother of Elias, and
was born in Harvard, Sept. 19, 1760. He studied medi-
cine in Boston with Dr. Hayward, and probably with Dr.
‘Warren also, and entered the military service in 1782 as
assistant surgeon in Colonel Willet’s regiment, where he
served until the close of the war. He afterwards com-
menced practice in Massachusetts, but removed to Lan-
singburgh and subsequently to Albany, where he resided
several years. Iis position was prominent in his profes-
sion; he was an occasional contributor to the New York
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Medical and Physieal Journal. In 1808 he was elected an
honorary member of the Medical Society of the State of
New York. He removed to New York in 1821, where
he engaged in practice, and was elected Fellow of the
College of Physicians and Surgeons. He died December
Gth, 1826, at the age of sixty-six years.

AUGUSTUS FITZ RANDOLPH TAYLOR

Was the fourth son of John Taylor, Professor of Mathe-
matics in Union College, and who died of yellow fever
in 1800. Awugustus was born in New Brunswick, New
Jersey, in the month of March, 1783. He was educated
under the vigilant eye of his father, and graduated at Un-
ion College the year of his father's death. Although he
was gradgated before the completion of his eighteenth
year, his limited resources had obliged him to devote a
part of his time to the instruction of pupils who were pre-
paring for college; but notwithstanding so great a tax upon
his hours of study, he received the highest honors of his
class.

The same year he went to New Brunswick, and com-
menced the study of medicine with Dr. Moses Scott, an
eminent practitioner of that city. Ile afterwards became
a pupil of Dr. Benjamin Rush, and spent two winters in
his office; and, like all the students of that distinguished
teacher, acquired for him a love and veneration lasting as
life. He received his diploma in medicine from the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania in 1804, submitting on that occa-
sion a thesis on insanity.

Dr. Rash reciprocated the attachment of young Taylor,
and presented him with a pocket case, containing six lan-
cets with pearl handles. This useful gift Dr. Taylor car-
ried with him through his whole life, and they are now
held by his son, and highly prized, in evidence of so hon-
ored a friendship.
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Dr. Taylor returned to New Brunswick and commenced
practice, but a large cirele of influential friends prevailed
upon him to locate in Schenectady, and it was at the se-
cond meeting of this Society, in 1806, that he became one
of its members.

In 1810, he was induced to return to his native city,
where he acquired an extensive practice both in medicine
and surgery ; but it was in midwifery, however, that he
geems to have gained his greatest popularity. His cases’
for several years amounted to two hundred and fifty per
 annum, and in 1818 to three hundred; aremarkable num-
ber for one engaged in private practice only. It may be
inferred that however strong his inclinations, he must
have had very little leisure to devoté to literary pursuits.
He managed to keep a case-book, but it was only for pri-
vate reference and an aid to his memory. "

‘He was several times President of the Mediecal Society of
the County of Somerset, and in 1824 was eclected Presi-
dent of the Medical Society of the State of New Jersey ;
an institution organized in 1766. Ile was afterwards re-
elected to the same office.

He was repeatedly elected to civil offices, and was for a
time mayor of the city of New Brunswick. At the period
of his death he was a member of the legislature of New
Jersey. .

Dr. Taylor had a good knowledge of anatomy ; he ob-
served symptoms and their phases with great accuracy,
and had considerable facility in forming a correct estimate
of the nature and extent of diseases. In later years his
business changed, and he was mostly employed as con-
sulting physician in the city and its vicinities, over which
his practice had in previous years very generally extended.
So great was hisreputation, that the old settlers, and many
others whom he had at some time attended, were unwil-
ling to die or even recover from a severe illness until he
had been called in counsel.
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Dr. Taylor’s manners were mild and unpretending ; his
disposition was naturally amiable. He was averse to pre-
tension or affectation in either the rich or the poor, and
he was sincere and cordial in his intercourse with every-
body. Inappearance he was above medium height, quick
in his movements, with a ruddy complexion, a large, full,
hazel eye, heavy brows, a square, full forehead ; a well
gshaped mouth, and a perfect set of teeth. There was a
shade of care in his countenance; but in conversation it
lighted up and became expressive of his natural cheerful-
ness. His dress was plain and remarkably neat. IHe was
liberal to a fault, and sometimes generous in declining to
receive pay for his services where he thought it could not
be afforded, to the injury of the profession, and not un-
frequently to the annoyance of being imposed upon him-
self, by those who would escape paying a physician.

For many years he was in the habit of engaging in
prayer before commencing his daily professional duties ;
he united with the Presbyterian church a short time be-
fore his death. In the month of March, 1841, he had an
attack of apoplexy and paralysis, from which he partially
recovered, but it recurred, and he died on the 16th Au-
gust following, at the age of fifty-eight years.

His son, Dr. Augustus F. Taylor, is still a practitioner
in New Brunswick, and his brother, the venerable Dr.
John Taylor, resided in Lansingburgh,

PETER WENDELL.

Peter Wendell was descended from Evert Janson Wen-
dell, one of the early families from Holland, and was born
in Albany on the 3d day of June, 1786, Here he obtained
his early and classical education, and pursued the study of
medicine under the instruection of Dr. William McClelland.

IIe attended two courses of lectures at the University of
31
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Pennsylvania and became an enthusiastic admirer of that
distinguished patriot and physician, Dr. Benjamin Rush,
whose views he embraced and whose teachings became
the guide of his practice in after years.

Having graduated at Philadelphia he returned to Albany
in the spring of 1807, and at once united with the Medical
Society which had only recently been organized. He
commenced his professional career under auspicious cir-
cumstances. There were but a few practitioners of emi-
nence in the city and they were all advanced beyond the
meridian of life, while he was surrounded by a large circle
of influential friends who gave him their encouragement.
He was prompt in his business and attentive to his patients,
and he rapidly won reputation, and a large and lucrative
practice.

Dr. Wendell was at an early period elected by this So-
ciety a delegate to the State Medical Society, where he
was in a few years elected permanent member, and for a
long time filled the office of Censor in that Society for this
district. In 1813 he read a dissertation before the Society
on the stimulant effects of cold. In 1823 he was elected
by the legislature, Regent of the University of the State of
New York, and was faithful and attentive to the great va-
riety of business that came before that board, making him-
self familiar with all its details, devoting much care and
attention to the state library and the cabinet of natural
history. He at length became, with a single exception,
senior member of the board and was elected chancellor of
the Regents of the University in 1842, This honorable po-
gition he continued to occupy until the close of his life,
It was a position which brought him into relations with
most of the leading men of the state, and he well sustained
the dignity of the office.

Dr. Wendell felt the important and responsible relation
of the medical profession to the public, and he always
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“sought to promote the interests of the profession and to
inculcate for it a proper respect. Aftera practice of forty-
two years, Dr. Wendell died suddenly of disease of the
heart, on the 31st of October, 1849, in the sixty-fourth year
of his age. An excellent portrait of him has its proper
place:in the state library. Dr. Wendell has been repre-
sented in the profession by one son, who for several years
was a practitioner in Albany, Dr. Herman Wendell, but
who is now retired from professional life, and a son-in-law,
Dr. 8. Oakley Vanderpoel, late surgeon general of the
state.

CHARLES DEKAY COOPER

Was the fourth of ten sons of Dr. Ananias Cooper, and
was born in Rhinebeck, Dutchess county, in this state, in
the year 1769. His ancestors were among the early emi-
grants from England to Massachusetts, mention having
been made of them as early as 1634. His father was a
practicing physician in Rhinebeck, and an active whig
during the revolution.

Dr. Cooper commenced the study of his profession un-
der the direction of his father, and was afterwards a stu-
dent of Dr. Crosby, in New York city.

His favorite study was anatomy, and he made several
anatomical preparations. He had likewise a taste for
surgery, but there is only the account of one minor opera-
tion preserved.

Dr. Cooper came to Albany in 1792, Two years after-
wards he was appointed by Gov. George Clinton and the
Council of Appointment, health officer to the port of Al-.
bany. The yellow fever was at that time raging in New
York, and a quarantine was accordingly established four
miles below this city,and for a length of time * vessels
having on board, or suspected of having on board, any per-
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gon or persons infected with any infectious distemper,”
were detained at that point.

Dr. Cooper became a member of this Society in 1808.
‘Whatever might have been his attachment to his profes-
gion, he did not long continue in professional life, but en-
tered the arena of politics, indeed as early as 1804 * he
was warmly engaged as an active partisan in the election-
eering campaign between Burr and Lewis."'*

In 1806 he had been appointed judge of the county
courts, and in 1808 he succeeded Richard Lush as clerk
of the county, and was re-appointed to this office in 1809,
1811, 1812 and 1815.

He occupied from time to time other political offices,
and among them was that of Indian agent. From the
Indians of Oneida and Onondaga Castle, to whom he was
commissioned with moneys to pay their yearly annnities
from the state, he received the name, “Tight Blanket,”
because he held the money as securely as they did their
blanket.

In 1817 he was appointed by Lieutenant Gov. Tayler
and the Council of Appointment, who came into executive
authority, on the resignation of Governor Tompkins, sec-
retary of state.

Dr. Cooper was a man of great physical force and power
of endurance. Ie was well skilled in the art of fencing,
and so quick in his movements that he could seize a des-
ignated pigeon in the street before it could rise from the
ground, a feat that he has often performed. He excelled
in the athletic sports, and could run with remarkable speed.
It is said of his brother, Capt. William Cooper, that he
could run half a mile and return quicker than any horse.

Dr. Cooper died suddenly on the 31st of January, 1831,
in the sixty-third year of his age.

Says that distinguished political historian, Hon. Jabez

# Hammond’s Political History of New York, vol. I, page 211.
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D. Hammond, of Dr. Cooper, “I knew him long and well
as a remarkably correct man, and a man of integrity and
honor.”"* -

Dr. Cooper married the adopted daughter of Governor
Taylor by whom he had three sons; one of whom is Major
General John Tayler Cooper, of Albany, a graduate of
Union College in 1818. Another, Rev. Charles D. Cooper,
an Episcopal clergyman in Philadelphia.

JAMES LOW.

Among the list of distinguished physicians in Thacher’s
American Medical Biography is the name of James Low.
The notice was written by his friend Dr. T. Romeyn Beck,
and is as follows:

“ James Low, M. D., was born at Albany, December 9th,
1781. His early education was completed at Union Col-
legein 1802. He commenced the study of medicine with
Dr. McClelland, and after three years spent with him, he
went to Edinburgh, where he spent four years, attending
the lectures of the University. During a part of the time
he was a private pupil of Dr. John Murray, late eminent
lecturer on chemistry. Dr. Low’s standing among his fel-
low students, may be estimated from the fact that he was
elected one of the Presidents of the Royal Physical Society
of Edinburgh. Dr. Low traveled in England and Scot-
land, and returned to his native city in 1808, and commene-
ed practice with Dr. McClelland.” He then became a
member of this Society.

“ His reputation as a learned and skillful physician, an
able and expert surgeon, became widely diffused. He was
a man of science.”

His health during the last three years of his life became
greatly impaired, and after much suffering he died in Al-

* Vol. 1, page 440.
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bany, February 8d, 1822, having just completed the for-
tieth year of his age.

His published works are :

1. Dissertation Inauguralis de Tetano, 1807.

2. Epidemic Pneumonia.

3. Researches on the Light manifested in the Combus-
tion of Inflammable Substances.

4. Observations on Moth, which prove destructive to bees.

5. Hooper’s Vade Mecum (with notes).

6. Notes to Bell on Venereal Diseases,

“ His loss to Society was great. He bid fair at one time
to become one of the first physicians in the state. He
lectured during several years on chemistry, with great ac-
ceptance, showing familiarity with that subject. He was
well versed in the languages, enthusiastic in poetry, and a
man of extensive and varied learning.”

He frequently read papers before this Society, among
which was one on cancer, one on hydatids, and one on
paralysis of the bladder. |
- Considering the time he spent abroad, at home in prac-
tice, and that he died in his early manhood; his mduatr_p'
and the fertility of his pen are remarkable. -

ARCHIBALD HAMILTON ADAMS,

Whose name is enrolled as a member of the society in 1808,
was a son of Dr. William Adams, who came to this cbun_-;
try from Ireland, just before the close of the last century,
and died in Maryland, at the advanced age of one hundred
and three years, His son, who accompanied him, had com-
pleted his medical education, probably at the University
of Edinburgh,* for he presented to Dr. Henry Adams, of

#In 1857, I made a visit to Dr. Adams of Cohoes, in order to satisfy my-
gelf on this point. He was unable to regollect whether Dr, A. H. Adamsg
wae born in Ireland or America, but assured me that he had his manuseript
notes above mentioned, He was confined to his bed by a lingering illness,
and was o feeble that my interview with him was nac&aaarﬂy brief.
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Cohoes, when his student, in 1803, his manuseript notes
from the lectures of Dr. Duncan, professor of theory and
practice of medicine, taken while he was a student at the
University, in 1786.

Dr. Adams settled in Schenectady, and as was usual
with the educated physicians of that day, a large number
of students flocked to his instructions, and among these
were Dr. Thomas Dunlap and Dr. A. G. Fonda, of Sche-
nectady, Dr. John Tonilier, of New York city, Dr. Van
Dyck, of Schoharie, and Dr. Adams. Dr. Adams acquired
considerable reputation as a surgeon, and his practice ex-
tended many miles to the north and west.

Dr. Adams was a man of spare frame, and in his appear-
ance, is said to have borne a marked resemblance to Dr.
Rush, of Philadelphia.

In one of his limbs he was lame, the consequence of an
attack of rheumatism, so that he always walked with a cane.
His manners were remarkably pleasant and urbane. He
had the faculty of communicating his knowledge, and took
gpecial interest in instructing his pupils. He seldom pre-
pared a remedy until he had first written the prescription,
which was always done in Latin. He was kind and be-
nevolent in his disposition, and is said to have exercised
great liberality towards the poor, often discharging them
from their legal obligations to him, when he was satisfied
that they could not make payment, without sacrifice of per-
sonal comforts, and this he did with a freedom and sincerity
that evinced the genuineness of his motives.

It ismore than intimated that he had—as most men have
—a failing ; his was a great fondness for the weed. When
his labors for the day were over, he often retired, with his
long Holland pipe, the bowl resting upon the candlestick,
which was placed upon a stand by his bed, and with the
other end in his mouth, he regaled himself until, amid the
perfumed clouds of smoke, he was lost in balmy sleep.
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Dr. Adams was an agreeable companion ; although not
a professor of religion, he was regular in his attendance
upon the services of the sanctuary, and sustained an un-
blemished moral reputation. He died in 1811, at the age
of forty-two years. Those who were associated with Dr.
Adams speak in high praise of his excellence, as a physi-
cian, his skill as a surgeon, and his virtues as a man.

ISAAC HYDE.

Isaac Hyde was born in Canterbury, Connecticut, in
the year 1773. He was theson of Isaac and Sarah (Marsh-
all) Hyde, the ancestry of his mother residing in Windsor,
- Conn. He fitted for college at Stanfield Academy, but
became a pupil in medicine with Dr. Jonathan Hall of
Pomfret in the same state. At the age of eighteen years
he concluded his pupilage with Dr. Carter of Newport,
Rhode Island. After one year in practice he made a
journey to England ; on the return voyage the vessel was
wrecked and he arrived in New York in destitute circum-
stances. While in New York he met a gentleman from
Rensselaerville, Albany county, who represented to him
the need of a physician in that place. Dr. Hyde accord-
ingly went to Rensselaerville, where he continued to reside
until the period of hisdeath. Dr. Hyde became a member
of the Albany County Medical Society in 1808, though
from the distance of his residence, and his constant occupa-
tion, he seldom met with the society.

Dr. Hyde was an energetic and public spirited ecitizen,
seeking at all times the benefit of the people among whom
he lived. The poor were liberally and generously fed from
his larder, and supplied from his granaries ; the indigent
were assisted and encouraged. He was a man of clear
mind and of vigorous constitution, and in the practice of
his profession in a new and sparsely settled country, the
demands upon his powers of endurance were very great.
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He pursued the even tenor of his way through snow
drifts and over rough roads as the case might be, by night
or by day, feeling his personal responsibility for the wel-
fare of his patients, and at all times laboring to aequit
himself faithfully towards them. His conversation with
his patients was cheerful and encouraging, and his visits
were hailed with pleasure by the young, and with satisfac-
tion by those of mature life. He possessed considerable
skill in surgery, and performed very many operations
incident to his practice in his own and adjoining towns.

Dr. Hyde seemed not only to share the confidence of
the people among whom he lived, but was beloved by
them. His house was the abode of hospitality to those
who came from a distance to consult him, to the stranger,
and to the ministers of the gospel, who sometimes held
services there when there was no church. He was interest-
ed in the cause of education, and sought to secure its ad-
vantages to the generation rising about him. He was
looked to by the community as a disinterested and gener-
ous friend, whose better judgment was frequently sought
and followed. His manners were plain and simple, his
habits industrious and frugal, while his mild eye and calm
expression made one feel himself in the presence of a
friend.

Dr. Hyde usunally had two orthree students under his care
and instruction, among whom was his successor Dr. Platt
Wicks of Rensselaerville, and his son Dr, Lucius Hyde who
resided and recently died in the city of Brooklyn.

Dr. Hyde died of dropsical effusion within the cavity
of the thorax, on the 9th day of July, 1833, at the age of
sixty-one years.

His record is of a life of great usefulness among those
whom he lived, and his name is still held in honored
remembrance by many whose happiness and virtue he

promoted.
32



250 BrogrAPHICAL SEETCHES.

He was the agent for the late patroon and largely enjoy-
ed his confidence, and during one of his illnesses was one
of his medical counsel.

Lucius Hyde, a son, was born in Rensselaerville, Albany
county, on the 13th day of December, 1800. In child-
hood he had before him the industry and enterprise of
his father, the gentleness and affection of a mother who
was a woman of simple piety belonging to the society of
the Friends, whose example and training were not lost
on her son. He graduated at Union College with high
honors, and soon began the study of medicine under the
direction of his father. He received his degree of doctor
of medicine, and removed to the city of Brooklyn in 1825,
which at that time was no more than a small village.

Dr. Hyde was actively engaged in the practice of his
profession for a period of twenty-eight years. In 1853 he
became incapacitated by disease, which at length took on
the form of paralysis from which he suffered at intervals
with great severity until the period of his death, which
occurred on the 11th of September, 1863, At the time of
his decease he was the oldest physician in Brooklyn,
which had inereased full 270,000 people during his resi-
dence in it.

Dr. Hyde possessed in a high degree most of the quali-
ties essential to a good physician. He united firmness and
gentleness with courage and self-reliance, sobriety of
judgment and a calm self-possession, with sagacity of dis-
cernment, and honesty of expression. His relation to
his patient was that of a friend, and devoid of the cold-
ness of a strictly professional man. He was swayed by
neither ambition for fame nor ambition for money, and in
the latter respect was scarcely just to himself. He was a
man of alarge and generous temper, with the nutmost re-
gard for the feelings of others, delighting to extol the good
in them, and desirous of extenuating as far as possible
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their mistakes and errors. His mind was likewise nnusu-
ally free from prejudice. During the slow decay that
came upon his body and mind, he bore the affliction with
great fortitude and patience. And *through which he
exercised a childlike submission, faith, and piety, which
showed where he had placed his trust.”

SIMON VEEDER.

Simon Veeder was anative of Albany, having been born
in the city in May, 1788. He studied medicine with Drs.
Lowe and MeClelland, and went to Philadelphia in 1807
with Peter Wendell and Jacob Lansing Van Dusen to at-
tend medical lectures, and was a licentiate of the Medical
Society of the County of Albany on the 18th of July, 1807.
He was the first student licensed by the Society, and the
record is that he honorably acquitted himself and gave
ample testimony of his medical knowledge. He removed
to Charlton, in the county of Saratoga, where he practiced
his profession for two years, and afterwards resided in
Schenectady until his death which occurred in May, 1860,
at the age of seventy-two years.

Dr. Veeder inherited a handsome estate from his father
which precluded the necessity of hard labor incidental to
professional life, but it did not prove an abiding fortune.
He was a man amiable in his disposition, warm in his
attachments, but lacked energy of character. j

JONATHAN EIGHTS.

Jonathan Eights was the son of Abraham Eights, a
prominent citizen of Albany, usually known as Father
Eights; a man of ardent piety, and strongly attached to the
Presbyterian church in which for many years he was an
active and leading member, and who died in 1820, at the
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age of seventy-five years. His grandfather was Abraham
Eights, a ship master of New York, and his great grand-
parents were William Eights of Amsterdam and Mary
Van Dyck of Rotterdam, in Holland.

Jonathan was born in Albany, on the 26th of Novem-
ber, 1773, and obtained his classical education here, under
the instruction of the late George Merchant. In the year
1790 he commenced the study of medicine in the office
of Drs. Mancius and Woodruff, with whom he remained
until April, 1795.

He was then examined by two physicians, and received
their certificate of his competency to practice. This cer-
tificate was filed in the office of the clerk of the county.
The first few months of his professional life he spent in
one of the small towns adjoining the city. “A severe
bilious remittent and intermittent fever, which was rag-
ing there with great violence,” determined him upon this
course. After the disease subsided, he removed to Cana-
joharie, in Montgomery county, where he remained until
1797, when he went to Philadelphia, and spent nearly a
year, with a view to improving himself in surgery. He
returned to Montgomery county, and became engaged in
an extensive and laborous practice. On the 1st of May,
1210, he removed to Albany, and without delay united
with this Society, to whose interests he continued warmly
attached through his whole life.

He soon acquired a varied and extensive practice, and
devoted his whole energy exclusively to it.

In 1822 and ’23, he was one of the associate contribu-
tors to the Medical and Physical Journal, published in New
York. ¢ An account of two cases of neuralgia,” and one
case of “Carcenoma of the uterus,” are among his contri-
butions. He received the degr.ee of Doctor of Medicine -
from the Regents of the University in 1827.

In 1830 and ’81, he was President of the State Medical
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Society, having several years before represented this Soci-
ety as delegate. The subject of his first annual address
before that body was * Vaccination,” and of the second,
“ Puerperal fever.” At the conclusion of the former, he
paid a just and eloquent tribute to the memory of his
friend, the late Dr. Alexander Coventry of Utica, then
recently deceased, and who was an Ex-president of the
gociety.

Says the reviewer of the address on puerperal fever,
“ this interesting and important subject is discussed by him
in a very able and judicious manner. Dr. Eights is evi-
dently a clear and accurate thinker, and his style is con-
cise, and bears evidence of considerable practical judg-
ment.” f

‘He was President of this Society in 1814, '15 and '16,
and was again reélected in 1841, and upon this occasion
read before it an address on the subject of * Phlegmasia
dolens.” !

Dr. Eights was well versed in medical literature, and
accumulated a large and well selected library. His pub-
lished cases were narrated with great clearness and brevity,
but his almost constant professional engagements and his
love of reading gave him at first but little time for writing,
and this was at length suceeeded by an habitnal disinelina.
tion to record his valuable observations.

He was strongly attached to the profession and for
many years exerted a leading influence among its mem-
bers. In the every day duties of professional life he was
characterized by a plodding industry and attention to the
care of his patients. Iis business became very large and
absorbed almost every other consideration. He was a
man of energy, of strong will, and positive opinions, which
to the younger members of the profession seemed at times
to be almost arbitrary.

Dr. Eights was a general practitioner, and it was as a
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family physician that he held in highest esteem ; his per-
gonage was large and impressive, his manners quick and
dignified, his scrutiny rigid and severe. Like his father
he was decided on his preference to the Presbyterian
church, leading an exemplary Christian life; he lived and
died in its communion. He died on the 10th of August,
1848, in the T5th year of his age, having spent fifty-three
years in professional life, and being at the time the oldest
practitioner in Albany. A monument is erected to his
memory in the Albany Rural Cemetery.

One son, James Eights, Esq., survives him; a man of
large scientific attainments,

JOHN STEARNS.

There are few names in the Annals of American Medi-
cal Biography deserving of more honorable mention than
that of John Stearns. Not that his achievements in his
profession were either bold or brilliant, but that through a
long life he devoted himself with unwearied assiduity to
the care of the sick, and to advancing the interests, and
contributing to the science of a noble profession. His emi-
nent position among men distinguished in professional life
was not suddenly thrust upon him, but gained as the re-
ward of unceasing application in the work to which his life
was set ﬁpm‘t,

John Stearns was born in Wilbraham, Massachusetts, on
the 16th day of May, 1770. Ie was early fitted for college,
and was graduated at Yale with distingnished honor in
1789. His medical studies were prosecuted with Dr. Eras-
tus Sergeant of Stockbridge until 1792, when he went to
Philadelphia and attended the lectures of Shippen, Wistar,
Rush, and others at the University. The year following,
in 1793, he entered upon practice, near Waterford in the
county of Saratoga, New York, where in 1797 he married
a daughter of Colonel Hezekiah Ketchum. '




BIoGRAPHICAL SEETCHES. 255

Dr. Stearns pursued the ordinary duties of his profession
with success, and more than this, the energies of a vigorous
mind, and the sympathies of a generous heart were cordi-
ally enlisted to elevate the dignity, and extend the useful-
ness of his profession, to incite vigorous measures for a rad-
ical reform among its members, and to relieve it from the
odium of ignorance and empiricism. He believed, and
well, that as the public mind became enlightened, it would
abstain from the dangers of charlatanry. A series of news-
paper articles appeared in Saratoga, relative to the import-
ance of establishing Medical Societies, and a society was
instituted in the county of Saratoga, about the year 1800,
but it was composed of discordant materials for a scientifie
body, and was ultimately dissolved.

In November, 1805, a meeting was held at Ballston in-
viting the codperation of the physicians of the adjoining
counties of Washington and Montgomery, and a printed
circular was issued calling the attention of the profession
to the importance of legislation on the subject. The lead-
ing spirit in this enterprise was John Stearns of Saratoga.
Associated with him were William Patrick and Grant
Powell. The meeting was adjourned to January 16th,
1806, when the friends of the measure met and memorial-
ized the legislature, for the establishment of a medical so-
ciety. The memorial did not at first contemplate that it
should embrace more than the three counties of Saratoga,
Montgomery, and Washington. Fortunately for the cause
"of science, Dr. Alexander Sheldon of Montgomery was
elected speaker of the assembly in 1806. The memorial
was referred to a committee of the house, a majority of
which were medical men, who upon examining the subject
became at once in favor of making a general law for the
whole state. A bill was matured and presented to the
house, and strange to record, i1t met with a powerful oppo-
gition, and feeble hopes were entertained of its success.
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The bill had been wisely framed, and at the critical june-
ture of its final passage, the honorable William W. Van

Ness became its most eloquent and powerful advocate. In
a speech of remarkable parliamentary eloquence he re-

futed the arguments of the opposition to the bill, and por-
trayed its benefits with such zeal and energy, that its sue-
cess became certain. The law was enacted April 4, 1806.
To this new institution THE MEDICAL SOCIETY OF THE STATE
of NEw Yonrxk, whose inception was received from John
Stearns, it would be almost needless to add that he gave
it his future influence. Ie was elected its Secretary at
the first meeting in 1807, and continned to fill the office
for several years. In 1807, Dr. Stearns communicated to
the profession through Dr. Ackerly, in an article published
in thegleventh volume of the New York Medical Repository,
his observations on the medical properties of ergot in facili-
tating parturition. Whatever may have been known of
this substance before, Dr. Stearns was the first to elicit
attention to it, in the United States, and his observations
were doubtless original.

In 1809, he was elected to the senate of the state of New
York, and served as senator for four years until 1813. He
removed to Albany in 1810, and for nine years was actively
engaged in practice, enjoying largely the public confidence.
The Regents of the University conferred upon him the hon-
orary degree of Doctor of Medicine in 1812. 1In 1817, he
was elected President of the Medical SBociety of the State
of New York, and was deservedly reélected in 1818, 1819,
and 1820. No other person has for so many years occupied
this distingunished position. On the anniversary of each
election, he delivered the annual address, except on the last,
when he was detained from being present, and it was com-
municated through a friend. The subject of each presents
an entirely different range of thought, and evinces a mind
familiar with the learning of his profession.

In 1819 Dr. Stearns removed to New York, where for
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many years he adorned the profession, and contributed
largely to the medical periodicals of the day. Upon the
organization of the New York Academy of Medicine in
1846, it was appropriate that its first President should be
a man distinguished for honorable position, for liberality
of sentiments, for devoted love to the profession, for con-
sistency, uprightness, and purity of character. The selee-
tion might properly have been made from such men as
Cook or Francis, or John B. Beck, but the mantle of office
fell upon John Stearns, then venerable in professional life.
In his address before the Academy on its final anniversary
he enjoins upon its members “That no impostor obtain
admission within its sacred walls. Let the inseriptions of
your portals be esto perpetua ; remember it is consecrated
to health, to happiness, and to harmony, which I trust will
always be its prominent characteristics, and may it be the
nursery of thousands and tens of thousands, and rise like
the sun in all its meridian glory to shed its scientific rays
over the whole world.” At the close of the address he
says: “Could I be assured of the uninterrupted, enduring
prosperity of the Academy, in disseminating health, hap-
piness and sustaining principles of life, I shounld die in
peace with effusions of gratitude and praise to Almighty
God for his permanent blessings upon our labors.”

- A little more than one year later, on the 18th of March,
1848, Dr. Stearns died a martyr to the profession in which
he had g0 long lived. His life was the last offering that
he could lay upon its altars. His death occurring as the
result of a poisoned wound. He was in the T9th year of
his age. His private life was adorned by the virtues of
Christianity. Several years since, in leaving St. George’s
church, New York, my eye rested gratefully on a tablet
near the entrance, on which was inseribed the name of

John Stearns.
83
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THEODRIC ROMEYN BECK.
i By Mre. CaTAErisE E. Van CORTLANDT.

It is with extreme diffidence that the writer approaches
the biography of Theodric Romeyn Beck, Every man
has a twofold life, and the life known to the indwellers of
his home differs much from that known to the publie.
Therefore it may be that the following sketch will in some
measure be drawn by the light in which his character ap-
peared to those who knew and loved him begt, and not be
as recognizable as the various short biographies written of
him by comparative strangers. Should it be thought too
partial, surely the faunlt will be pardoned when the relation
between the man and his biographer is remembered.

Dr, Beck was the eldest son of Caleb Beck and Catherine
Theresa Romeyn. A briefnotice ofher life and the influence
that surrounded the youth of her children has been writ-
ten for this volume, in the notice of her youngest son,
Lewis C. Beck.

On the paternal side Dr. Beck was of English origin, his
ancestors being among the earliest settlers of New England.
A love of books would seem to have been hereditary on
both sides, for in the will of his grandfather * Caleb Beck
gentleman of Schenectady in the County of Albany,” proved
before Gov. Cosby, in 1728, one of the first articles named
as a valuable legacy is, * my printed books to my son.” It
might have had its effect, for that son embraced a liberal
profession and received his diploma as attorney at law,
signed by George Clinton in 1757. Caleb Beck, the father
of Dr. Beck, also studied law, but never entered upon its
practice; he died when his eldest son was but a few years
of age, and the education and rearing his five sons devolved
upon his widow and her father, the Rev. Dr. Derick Ro-
meyn. As allusion has already been made to Dr. Romeyn
in the life of Lewis Beck, and also to the second of the sons
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Abram, no further notice of them seems proper here, but
a few words should be given to the remaining brothers of
this gifted family, who preceded Romeyn Beck to the
grave,

John B. Beck, the third brother, was a physician of much
eminence and a writer of ability, one of the principal chap-
ters in Beck’s Medical Jﬁr-z'.sprudmee; that on infanticide, was
written by him ; and he also published several medical works
well known to, and still used by the profession. He gradu-
ated first in his class in Columbia College, New York, and
his life was spent in that city, where he died in 1851, after a
long and painful illness, mainly induced by constant men-
tal and physical labor. He had for many years filled the
chair of Prof. of Materia Medica in the College of Phy-
sicians and Surgeons of New York.

Nicholas F., the fourth brother, a young lawyer of great
promise, died at the early age of thirty. At the period of
his death he held the office of Adjutant General of his
native state, an office conferred upon him by De Witt
Clinton.

T. Romeyn Beck was placed in the grammar school at
Schenectady at a very early age, and entered Union College
in 1803, graduating when only sixteen. His mother, who
entertained a wholesome horror of losing time, placed
him immediately after his graduation in the office of Dr.
Low and McClelland of Albany. The former was a man
of great and varied talent, a fine classical scholar, and a
lover of literature. With these gentlemen he remained
until the last year of his medical studies, when he entered
the office of Dr. David Hosack, who was at that period con-
gidered the first physician of the country. In 1811 he re-
ceived his degree of Doctor of Medicine, presenting an in-
augural thesis on insanity. This short treatise, written thus
early in life, exhibits a wonderful knowledge of the history
of insanity and its treatment. The deep interest he mani-
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- fested for this afflicted class ceased only with his life. At
that period their needs were only partially known and
wholly disregarded. In this pamphlet, short as it is, Dr.
Beck gives a succinet history of insanity and devotes a
* portion to the treatment of the insane, advoecating public
asylums and careful, kindly usage. He lived to see his
views endorsed by the eminent men who have made this
subject their study, and to witness the inauguration of a
new and humane practice, calculating to cure these unfor-
tunates or ameliorate their condition. He modestly intro-
duces his thesis by these words: It is all that can be
expected from one whose opportunities of viewing the
disease have been scanty and whose information has been
derived chiefly from books.”

Dr. Beck commenced the practice of medicine in Al-
bany, and was appointed physician to the alms house the
same year. On his resignation of this situation he wrote
a memorial to the supervisors on the subject of work
houses, replete with sound good sense.

He was but twenty-four years of age when he received
the appointment of Professor of the Institutes of Medicine
and Lecturer on Medical Jurisprudence in the Western
College of Phys. and Surgeons located at Fairfield, N, Y.
In 1826 he became Professor of Medical Jurisprudence ;
in 1836 Professor of Materia Medica ; filling the two lat-
ter chairs until 1840, when it was judged expedient to give
up the college in consequence of the establishment of a
Medical School in Albany.

Dr. Beck continued the practice of medicine in Albany
until 1817, when a growing dislike to practice, and an in-
creasing love for the study of the profession and literature
generally, induced him to accept the post of Prineipal of
the Albany Academy. He was naturally sensitive, and the
sight of suffering and distress that he could not remove or
alleviate wore upon him, and his strength and healt],\ alike

i e e
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failed ; his attachment to the profession he had chosen re-
mained unabated, and amid the constant labor which his
new occupation gave him, he found leisure to accomplish
an amount of work thatseems almost ineredible. Asearly
as 1813, his letters addressed to his uncle, Dr. John B.
Romeyn, then in Europe, indicate the design which a few
yvears brought to a full accomplishment, a work on legal
medicine. In 1823, Dr. Beck published the volumes
that have made his name familiar to every member of the
legal and medical professions. In the words of an eminent
lawyer of this state,* Dr. Beck, * known over the eivil-
ized world as the author and founder of medical juris-
prudence, a science which he substantially ereated, he
ranks, wherever law and justice are administered, with
Blackstone and Bacon, Grotius and D’ Aguessan.” These
volnmes were received at home and abroad, with well
merited favor. Besides the numerous American editions
it has passed through one German and four London
editions. In a notice of the German translation, says a
bibliographer, “in his native langunage his work is as yet
without a parallel.” Since his death two editions have
been published. The writer well remembers as each proof
sheet arrived, the immediate preparation for a new edition
with copious and carefully prepared emendations. While
this great work progressed, its author was never unmind-
ful of the claims of all classes of unfortunates; every public
charity demanded and received not merely his notice but
his ardent support. His earefully prepared statistics of
the deaf and dumb, called public attention to their needs.
True to his first interest in the insane, their treatment and
care occupied much of his attention. ' Most wisely was he
chosen by the governor and senate, one of the managers
of the New York State Asylum, and he was reiippointed
at the expiration of each term of office until his death, In

*Alexander W. Bradford, LL. D., Commemoration Address of Albany
Academy,
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1854 he was unanimously chosen President of the board
of managers. In the words of one of the ablest officers of
the Asylum, the institution has, at all times, had the
advantage of his wise counsels, efficient aid, and ardent
devotion, and of his presence and immediate codperation
with his associates, whenever demanded by matters of un-
usual or special importance. Here, as well as in all other
similar positions, he has ever consulted the highest and
most enduring good of the interests committed to his
charge, without regard to the prejudices or the more ap-
parent benefits of the hour or the day, or any mere personal
claims or advantages. His wisdom and experience, his
independence, decision and energy, and his unflinching
integrity, have made him a most valuable guardian of all
the affairs of this great public charity.

After the death of the lamented Brigham, Dr. Beck
was induced by the managers of the Asylum to undertake
the charge of the Journal of Insanity which he conducted
until 1854, when ‘“advancing years and more imperative
duties” compelled him to resign the charge. When the
tidings of his decease reached the afflicted inmates of the
Asylum, they requested their chaplain to deliver a funeral
sermon on the death of *“their friend,” and the appropri-
ate words chosen by them as a text for his discourse were,
“ Having served his generation by the will of God he fell
on sleep.” His children, deeply touched by the selection
so deserved and so well chosen, have placed only this short
inseription on the simple head-stone that marks his grave.*

It is not only as a writer on medicine or insanity, or as
an able instructor that Dr. Beck is known. He gave an
impulse to every important scientific enterprise of this
state. He was one of the originators of the great work of
the Geological survey of New York, and under the success-
ive governors intrusted with much of its supervision. The

# Dr. Beck was buried in a beautifully retired spot in the old burial
ground at Caldwell, on Lake George.
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following dedication of the 5th vol. of the survey by Prof.
Emmons, shows the light in which he was regarled by
the workers in that survey.

#To T. RoMexxy Beck, M. D. LL. D.

¢ Sir: There is more than one reason why the conclud-
ing divisions of the present work, undertaken to explore
and illustrate the Natural History of the State of New
York, and conducted under legislative patronage, should
be dedicated to you.

“You were among the first to foster the enterprise, and
remained its consistent advocate in times when adverse
cireumstances seemed to jeopardize its continuance ; much
more than this, your whole life has been assiduously en-
gaged in promoting the advance of science and the spread
of popular education, and the published results of your
scientific and literary labors, may be referred to as reflect-
ing an honor upon your native state. Would that the
merits of the present volume were such as to render it
more worthy its dedication.”

Not only was he conversant with the scientific workings
of this great projeet, but he introduced a system of econo-
my and order, when appointed a Commissioner to decide
upon the various claims that grew out of the contracts,
that reduced its expense and facilitated its completion.

As early as 1813, he delivered the annual address before
The Society for the Promotion of Useful Arts. The ob-
ject he states in his preferring to * exhibit at one view the
mineral riches of the United States, with their various ap-
plications to the arts, and to demonstrate the practicability
of the increase of different manufactures, whose materials
are derived from this source.” Of this address, his col-
league and eulogist, Dr. Frank H. Hamilton, speaks in the
following terms:

“This was eminently the field for Dr. Beck’s peculiar
talent; it was new, and everything had to be learned from
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the beginning ; a host of persons and authorities had to !

be consulted, and the whole to be carefully digested, ana-
lyzed, and applied. The result could not have disappointed
those who were familiar with hiz habits; but to one who
had known him less, or who was at all acquainted with the
difficulties which he was compelled to encounter in the Jit-
tle that was then known of the mineral resources of this
country, the result seems astonishing; and to that elabo-
rate and timely paper, we think, the American manufae-
turer is, to-day, in no small degree indebted for his wealth
and prosperity. It was the lens which first brought the
scattered rays of light upon this subject to a focus, and
which now melts the ores in a thousand furnaces. If, as
Dr. Beck asserts, American mineralogy was then in its in-
fancy, he was the first to urge upon it a confidence in it-
self, and to demonstrate to others its unsuspected capaci-
ties, and it is through such early guidance and assistance
that it has go rapidly grown to complete manhood, no less
than to the “persevering industry, the unconquerable en-
terprise, and the extraordinary ingenuity of our eitizens.”

In 1819, Dr. Beck read before the same Society a most
valuable paper entitled a “ Memoir of Alum.” Like every
paper that came from his hands, it showed wonderful in-
dustryand research. When this Society was merged with
the Albany Lyceum into a new organization, the Albany
Institute, Dr. Beck became one of its most active members,
doing more to increase its library and its varied collection
than almost any other person. '

In 1841, he was chosen Secretary of the board of regents,
and he succeeded in obtaining for them the entire supervi-
gion of the State Library and the State Cabinet of Natu-
ral History. The State Library alone is a noble monu-
ment of his faithfulness and diligence; he found a few
volumes scattered, disorganized and partially destroyed ;
he left a library worthy of the state; nor did his work cease

¥
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with his life. The catalogue of books is complete; its col-
lections for years to come testify how thoroughly he com-

pleted his task.
To a stranger it will hardly seem possible for Dr. Beck

to have done his duty fully in his capacity as instructor,
when it is remembered how manifold were his occupations
a8 Secretary of the regents alone, and yet he never neg-
lected the smallest detail of duty. Hear the testimony of
scholars who have distinguished themselves in the varied
walks of life. '

¢ There was ever the most faithful and vigilant attention
to the daily work of the Academy, in all its departments.
His capacity for labor, and his systematic, untiring industry
have rarely, if ever, been surpassed. The written records *
of the Academy, of the Institute, of the board of regents,
and of all the literary and scientific bodies with which he
was connected, bear witnessto an amount of patient labor
which would seem beyond the power of any man to accom-
plish.” *

“The first of the belles lettres scholars in the state, he
gave his illustrious mind, that would have dignified the
proudest college in the land, to the Albany Academy, and
if ever man was honored by his scholars, it is the man
whose name is the central thought of the oration of this

day.”

% Theodric Romeyn Beck was a master workman in
his profession—in moulding the mind and character of the
young unequaled. Himself an untiring, indefatigable
student, versed alikein solid learning and elegant literature,
he inspired the pupil with similar tastes, lighted in his
bosom the spark of noble emnulation, elevated his desires
and purified his ambition. In emotion, tender, delicate
and sensitive as a woman—in pereeption of moral rectitude

#0rlando Meads's Historieal Discourse.
+Wm. H. Bogart.
34
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clear and undeviating—he still possessed a wonderful
breadth and manliness of character. Iis brain wasmassive,
his intellectual faculty strong and robust, his temper fear-
less, his conduct full of gentleness and dignity, modesty and
courage. Such glorious qualities commanded respect and
secured obedience, and withal presented in the scholar a
model worthy of imitation. He was the Arnold of his
Rugby. Around him clustered a troop of brave boys—
Tom. Browns and all—who loved and honored him with
full hearts and flowing affections.”*

During all these years Dr. Beck enjoyed universally
good health, his labors never seemed to impair it. In 1848,
he felt that he was doing too much, and he resignd his post
as Principal of the Academy, a post which he had well and
faithfully filled for nearly a third of a century. He was
elected President of the board of trustees, filling this
office until his death.

In February 1855 Dr. Beck was seized with what was
supposed to be a slight attack of indigestion, but it did
not yield readily to medical treatment. From that period
until September he continued to have attacks of nausea at
intervals of a fortnight, becoming gradually weakened by
their recurrence. No danger was however apprehended
until that month, when he became so feeble as to make it
manifest that his disease approached a fatal termination.
A consultation of physicians, Drs. Hun and Parker, and
his faithful friend and physician Dr. Willard, pronounced
his disease to be ¢ a suspension. of the process of assimila-
tion, his food digested but did not assimilate.” He re-
ceived their dictum with his wonted composure and cheer-
fulness. This was October 24th, and until November 11th
no special change occurred. His last few days can best be
told in the words of his physician: ¢ He slept more than
usual, and at night comfortably, awaking at his accustom-

# Alexander W. Bradford LL. D.
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ed hour in the morning ; he sat up nearly every day for a
short time, and often devoted a part of this to business;
his books and his papers were around him, and he still
devoted himself to them with untiring industry ; although
he was sick, he did not know how to be idle. I visited
him at all hours, and I always found him with a book in
his hand ; when he retired at night, it was with lights
arranged by his bedside that he might read until he fell
asleep.

With the first loss of sleep, (Nov. 11,) came total pros-
tration, he was unable longer to take nourishment, and
soon began what appeared to be the process of dying; of
this he was fully aware, yet no murmer escaped his lips,
nor the wish that the termination might be averted. (Nov.
14.) His breathing became gradually more difficult, and
his extremities cold ; he was exceedingly restless, but uni-
formly answered “no” when asked if he was suffering.
Each hour appeared for two or three days to be his last,
but he rallied again however, and remarked of the won-
derful tenacity of his constitution, and expressed surprise
that he lived so long. *It is hard breaking the chain,”
and then he asked, *Is not this along struggle?” “How
long have I beeninit?’ To myreply “ more than twenty-
four hours,” he asked, * do. you think it will last much
longer?” Addressing his daughters, who were by his
bedside, he said “I had a coldness, a sort of spasm in my
side last night, that was near my idea of the coming on
of death; I have thought my case over, itis a remarkable
complaint, don't you all think so?” And at the same
time he expressed hisconviction that he must have organic
disease.

At another time, when he thought his daughters greatly
fatigued by prolonged attention to him, gazing upon them
with paternal tenderness, he said, “I am sorry to tire you
s0; I wish it was over.”” Thus, in his last hours, he did
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not fail to regard the comfort of others before himself.
His hearing continued acute, and his mind clear and calm
through those hours of protracted dissolution, although
he was so weak that he could not converse. Thus he lin-
gered until the morning of the 19th. A fewhours preced-
ing his death, Murs. Parmelee was sitting by his side, when
he asked, ¢ Where is Catharine ?"" (Mrs. Van Cortlandt) ;
immediately she was with him. Ife pressed her hand in
tolkken of recognition, gazed upon them for a moment,
and then closed his eyes forever. IHis breathing became
quiet, fainter, and still more faint, until at length, gently
as sleeps a child, the slumber of death came upon him.
And thus passed away this great man, on the 19th of No-
vember, 1855, at the age of sixty-four years and three
months, Mr. and Mrs. Parmelee, Mrs, Van Cortlandt
and myself, were with him when he died.”

Dr. Beck was married in 1814, at Caldwell, Warren
county, to Harriet, daughter of James Caldwell, a merch-
ant of Albany, whose summer residence was at Lake
George. She was a woman of fine literary culture and
refined nature, and was taken from him at the early age of
thirty-one,

Two daughters survived him. The youngest Mrs.
Helen L. Parmelee, followed him to the gravein 1863. Like
her father she possessed great industry and research, and &
most retentive memory, with rare talents and attainments.
She was unostentatious and modest, living and dying a
truly Christian woman.

This short sketch of Dr. Beck would be incomplete
without a notice of some of the peculiar characteries of his
nature. He had the most intense horror of oppression and

“injustice whether practiced by corporations or individuals,
and his lance was ever on the rest for a tilt with the op-
pressor. Neverdid he yield a foot but manfully fought the
battles of the weak against the strong Meaness and preva-
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rication were his abhorrence ; shams of all sorts, whether
found in high or low stations, excited his wrath to its ut-
most pitch. It may safely be asserted that the few enemies
he made during his nseful life, =ome were made so by his
manly out spoken defiance of “ whosoever maketh a lie.”
His own standard was high, and he longed to bring all men
up to it. It was only those who saw his daily life that knew
how much self denial he practiced, nor did they know it
to its fullest extent until his death, when his correspondence
revealed how incessant had been his benevolence. He had
not given largely to great objects, but constantly and noise-
lessly dispensed the daily charities where the right hand
knew not the benefactions of the left. Of his wonderful
industry sufficient has been said. An early riser, the first
hours of the day were given to study. Each hour had its ap-
pointed task. Noduty was ever neglected. His greatest re-
laxation was the perusal of light literature, and he was
thoronghly conversant with the poets and authors of his
day.. Seldom was he found at fault with any quotation.
With all this learning and varied information he was mod-
est and unassaming, ever readyand eager to acquire infor-
mation, nor would any one dream when he mingled in
general society that mentally he towered a head and shoul-
ders above the generality of men, Dr. Beck loved his coun-
try with the intense love of such a nature, and among his
manuseripts are many addresses written for various occa-
gions breathing a spirit of the purest patriotism. Happy
for him that he lived not to see calamities brought upon
that beloved country by the insane ambition of misguided
southern demagogues. In the words he wrote for the
monumental stone of one of the revolutionary fathers, he
was ** blest in closing his eyes upon a country prosperous,
united and happy.”

Dr. Beck wrote a short sketch of the life of Clinton pre-
paratory to an extended memoir undertaken at the request
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of the sons of that lamented statesman. Its opening words
are these, “The Academy of Science at Dijon recently
asked of their municipality that all houses in the com-
mune which deserved to be historical might be marked
by commemorative inscriptions. The council we are told
readily acceded to the request, and among the birth places
and residences thus designated are those of Buffon, Cre-
billon, Guyton De Morveau and the Marshal Favennes.
We in this country fortunately or unfortunately live in too
progressive an age to allow us to ask for similar remem-
brances.”

Surely even in fhis progressive age, while events erowd
each other so rapidly, Theodric Romeyn Beck deserves
and will receive from the men whose characters he has con-
tributed to form, and who honor themselves in honoring
him, some memorial that will tell strangers of his devotion
to truth and to the best interests of the home he so loved.

ERASTUS WILLIAMS.

Erastus Williams was born in Lebanon, Connecticut, on
the Tth day of February, 1773, and after studying medicine
was examined and received his license under the authority
of the Vermont Medical Society on the 9th day of July,

1800. He began his professional career in the town of .

Berne (now Knox) in Albany county, and became a mem-
ber of the Medical Society in 1812. Dr. Williams was a
man of versatile talents, and they were employed for the
general good of the community in which his lot was cast.
Ie was six feet in height, with an erect form, and elastie
military carriage; his complexion was light, his hair au-
burn, his manners gentlemanly, his nature genial and so-
cial, and his judgment sound. He enjoyed for many years
an extensive country practice. As a Christian he was ac-
tive and useful, being for a number of years a ruling elder

i
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in the Presbyterian church, and on three different occa-
gions was commissioned to represent the presbytery of Al-
bany in the general assembly. The last time he was a
member of that body was just previous to its division in
1838.

Dr. Williams was elected from his assembly district, and
served as a representative in the legislature of 1831. Ie
was also greatly interested in military affairs, and ranking
as major he served as brigade inspector for several years.
His habits were industrious and active. After retiring
from the practice of his profession he was always employed,
serving as counselor to his friends, and as an executor of
estates. He suffered from apoplexy, and having lain in an
unconscious state for five days, he died on the 2d of June
1842, at the age of sixty-nine years. Dr. Williams had no
sons, and but one daughter, now the wife of the Rev. Da-
vid Lyon of Mariaville, Scoharie county.

JONATHAN JOHNSON.

Jonathan Johnson was born in Harwick, Worcester
county, Massachusetts, on the 14th day of August, 1788.
He was of English descent, and his father had been a sol-
dier in the revolutionary war .Jonathan studied medicine
and attended medical lectures and hospital instruction in
New York. He then returned to his native town where
he spent a short time, and then made his way on horse-
back in 1808, across the state into Albany county, and set-
tled in Guilderland. He received license from the Society,
and became a member of it in 1812, while it was yet in
its infancy, and for several years was usually present at its
meetings, a cireumstance that indicates the importance he
attached to medical associations. He subsequentlyattended
lectures in New York, and received the degree of Doctor
of Medicine from Rutgers College. Fora period of nearly
half a century he was regularly and perseveringly engaged
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in his profession, encountering its toils, meeting its responsi-
bilities and receiving its humble rewards. The cireuit of
his engagements extended over his own and adjoining

« towns.

Dr. Johnson was a man of rigid memory, and was espe-
cially interested in the study of geography and astronomy.
He wrote a valuable paper on mineral poison and several
fugitive poems. For many years he was inspector of com-
mon schools, and gave his intluence to promote the cause
of common school education. He was a regular attendant
at church, and towards the close of his life it is said that
his faith in Christ became full and implicit. He died of
disease of the heart on the 23d day of May 1860, at the
age of seventy-five years.

His gon George T. Johnson was a mﬂmber of the state
senate in 1858 and 59, and another som, Dr. Stephen John-
gon, is a practitioner in Cohoes, N. Y.

PETER DE LA MATER.

Peter De La Mater whose name appears as a member of
this Society in July, 1812, was descended from a Dutch
family in Ulster county, the record of which dates back to
the colonial settlers in 1656. The family were active in
the war against the French in Canada. Iis grandfather
Tsaac, who was born in 1693, and died April 20th, 1775,
had six sons, three of whom, viz.: John, Isaac and Hend-
‘rick, married sisters, viz.: Maria, Catharine and Eve Kipp.
These parties were all united on the 20th of February, 1752.
Peter was the youngest of eight sons of John De La Mater.
He was born at Amenia. in Duotchess county, on the 1st day
of January, 1773. He commenced the study of the medi-
cal profession with his elder brother Abraham, a praeti-

tioner in Duanesburg, then a part of Albany county, in the

year 1794 or '95. He began practice in Duanesburg, but
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removed to New Scotland in 1811. And afterseven years
returned again to the former town in 1818. Here he re-
sided until 1834, when he removed to the town of Knox
adjoining, and was engaged in active duties until 1845,
He then retired from business on account of the infirmi-
ties of increasing years. He died at the residence of his
son, Dr. Stephen G. De La Mater, in Duanesburg, on the
14th of September, 1849, in the seventy seventh year of
his age, having been for more than a half a century in the
profession. During that period he rendered a large amount
of most laborious service. His strength of constitution
and iron endurance seemed to be commensurate with the
toil that his position, and the nature of the country in
which he settled, imposed upon him. It is due to the early
practitioners of our profession that praise be spoken of
them for their willingness and the alacrity with which they
obeyed every summons to the sick, irrespective of time,
season, or weather, for the faithful attendance they ren-
dered, and for the moderate compensation they required,
and the indulgence they granted in its bestowal ; emphatic-
ally they were men who were conscientious in the dis-
charge of professional obligations. To the subject of this
sketch this meed of praise may be justly accorded.

Of five sons three survive, two of whom are physicians,
Dr. Stephen De La Mater, occupying the field of his father,
and Dr. Ira M. De La Mater of the city of Albany.

Prof. John De La Mater of Ohio is a nephew of the sub-
ject of this notice.

The family were of Huguenot extraction, having fled
from France into Holland.

OLIVER LATHROP.

It is difficult to fix the birth place of Oliver Lathrop, or

the exact period of his birth. It was however probably
35
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about the year 1767. He was a pupil of the celebrated str-
geon, Dr. White of Cherry Valley, and is said to have
acquired a skill in surgery honorable to himself, and
creditable to his teacher. He was a resident of Water-
vliet, and officiated at the birth of our execellent asso-
ciate and friend Dr. Peter Van OLinda, on the 28 Decem-
ber, 1788. Dr. Van OLinda remembers that when he was
a boy in 1806 or 1807 he amputated the limb of one of
his playfellows, and while living in Schoharie he per-
formed the operation for lithotomy, successfully. Sub-
sequently he removed to Albany when he became a mem-
ber of the Albany County Medical Bociety, and for several
years he was punetual in attendance at its meetings. His
oftice was on Washington Avenue. Dr. Lathrop was sub-
jeet to melancholy, and often suffered greatly from men-
tal depression. He met an accidental death by drowning,
in 1824, when he was about fifty-seven years of age.

He was a partner of Alexander Sheldon, in 1801, and

1802, IIe was surgeon of the 6th regiment of cavalry of
New York state military forces in 1814.

JOEL A. WING.

Joel A. Wing was the eldestson of James and Lydia Wing,
both natives of Massachusetts. Joel was born in Berk-
shire county, Massachusetts, on the 13th of August, 1788,
where his early days were spent. Having determined
upon entering the medical profession, he became a pupil
of Dr. John De La Mater, (since a distinguished professor
in the Medical school at Cleveland, Ohio.) During the
period of his pupilage he directed his attention especially
to the science of Anatomy, and prosecuted private dissee-
tions with great zeal, obtaining the material with many
novel adventures and hair breadth escapes. He devoted
himself to surgery also, but in early life he abandoned it
as a speciality, on account of imperfect vision.

B i el
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He became a licentiate of the Medical Society of Mont-
gomery county, in 1811, and the ensuing winter attended
the medical lectures at the College of Physicians and Sur-
geors in New York.

He returned to Columbia county in this state, and com-
menced practice. A few months after, on the recommend-
ation of Prof. John Watts, he was appointed surgeon in
the army, an appointment he knew nothing of until he
received his commission,

He held the appointment under earnest and doubtful
consideration for two days, anxiously debating whether he
ghould enter the military service. But he decided in the
negative and returned his commission, accompanied by a
resignation, to the department at Washington.

He was shortly after, in 1814, appointed post surgeon to
a garrison of the army stationed near Albany, and re-
moved to this city and assumed the duties of the position.

In 1816 he united with this Society and ever continued
one of its warmest and most reliable friends, filling some
one of its various offices for many years. e was elected
its President in 1826 and 1827,

In 1832 he became a member of the State Medical Soci-
ety, and was elected President of that body in 1843,
while absent from the country.

In 1825 Williams College conferred upon him the hon-
orary degree of Doctor of Medicine. He was for several
years, until the period of his illness, one of the managers
of the New York State Lunatic Asylum, and was active
inseeuring to it the servicesof its late distinguished super-
intendent, Dr. Brigham.

Dr. Wing spent thirty-eight of the forty-one years of
his professional life in Albany, and in private practice few
physicians became more extensively engaged. So exact
was his system, that at the close of his practice he could
refer to any prescription of importance that he had made
within twenty-five years.
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In 1832, while engaged nearly every hour in the twenty-
four, scarcely allowing himself any rest or relaxation
during the prevalence of the cholera, he was violently
attacked with that fearful malady. His recovery was con-
sidered by his professional brethren, who were prompt and
unwearied in their devotions to him, one of the most re-
markable that oceurred during the season. Dut he never
afterwards enjoyed uniform good health, and in 1843 was
obliged to relinquish his business under no flattering pros-
peet of recovery, and repair to the mild and less variable
climate of the West Indies. Here after several months,
he so far recovered as to return, and once more plunge
into the toils of his profession. With few brief interrap-
tions, he continued actively engaged until the summer of
1851, when he became mentally and physically prostrated,
and at length afler a weary illness of nearly a year, he
died at Hartford, Connecticut, on the 6th of September,
1852, in the 65th year of his age.

Dr. Wing was a man acute in his perceptions, ready
and keen in his observations. In every respect he was
admirably adapted for the profession of his choice. With
great skill he united untiring energy of body and mind.
His manners were modest, unassuming, unembarrassed,
His habits were social, and in conversation he was win-
ning. Ile at once enlisted the confidence of the patient
and inspired him with hope. In the sick room he was
kind and affectionate ; there he was a model physician,
and among his patients he had most devoted friends.

He read much and possessed an accurate and retentive
memory, so that he was able to repeat pages, almost ver-
batim, that he had not seen in years. In health, his gpirits
were buoyant and gay ; his laugh was contagious, his fund
of anecdote inexhaustible, and used with great aptness.
With an extensive acquaintance his society was much
sought, and in the profession throughout the state he had

i
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a multitude of friends. For political distinetion, he had
no possible desire, and was, in his disposition, averse to
the turmoils of such a life. Yet for many years he was
intimate with the leading politicians of the state, and pos-
sessed a strong social influence with them.

Dr. Wing had some constitutional peculiarities, but none
more annoying to his professional brethren than his habit
of delaying his visits, and appointments for counsel,
beyond the time specified. Indeed so proverbial was this,
that years before he died he was known as “the late Dr.
Wing,” a title he enjoyed, whenever he heard it applied.

His counsels were frequently sought, and in critical
cases almost uniformly adopted. The most desperate
crses he was unwilling to abandon as hopeless. To the
junior members of the profession he was uniformly courte-
ous, and exercised towards them a kindness of manner,
that has not always characterised seniors in the medical
profession.

To the desponding he had always a word of encourage-
ment, and not unfrequently wholesome advice for the pre-
suming and impertinent. With a favorite volume, he
took no note of time and was as regardless of the hours of
sleep as of business. At length, with such a habit, sleep
came unwillingly and with broken slumbers, until disease
grew npon him, and he lost the power of yielding to its
goothing and balmy influence. To the poor he was kind
and liberal, bestowing upon them his best services with-
out expectation or hope of reward.

Dr. Wing was in every respect a self made man ; to so-
ciety, and to the profession to which his whole life was
enthusiasteally devoted he was a great loss. Few men

“have been more popular with the leading men of the pro-
fession thronghout the state than was he.

Dr. Wing married the daughter of Matthew Gregory of
Albany, in 1818 ; she died in 1837. He left two sons and
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two danghters ; the latter reside in Geneva and Rochester
respectively. The elder son, Matthew Gregory, being a
graduate of Yale .College, in 1847 was a valetudinarian
voyageur, and resided in Europe several years. He died in
Santa Fe, New Mexico, in 1860. ILieut. James W., late
Acting Assistant Paymaster in the U. 8. Navy, resides at
Rochester. :

THOMAS JAMES GIBBONS.

Thomas J. Gibbons was born in Albany about the month
of September, 1796. IHis father was James Gibbons, an
Englishman, for many years a prominent citizen of Albany.
Thomas studied medicine and was admitted to member-
ship of the County Medical Society in July, 1817. He had
scarcely entered the profession when he was overtaken by
pulmonary disease, of which he died on 18th of May, 1819,
at the early age of twenty-two years, and nine months.

ASHBEL WEBSTER.

The Websters were the printers and book publishers of
Albany at the beginning of the present eentury. Their
reputation extended as far the books which they printed
ever strayed. Their establishment forms a prominent part
of the history of Albany, and its situation on the corner of
Pearl and State Streets, known as the Old Elm Tree corner,
is a Dutch classic location. The establishment was not
large and pretending, as are the printing houses of these
days. It consisted of a few hand presses, and a few cases of
type, and about a dozen workmen were employed in the
institution. An annual almanac was issued from this pub-
lishing house, which has survived the changes of fime and
each year is still continued by Mr. Munsell as Webster’s
Almanac. This place was frequented by the literary men
of Albany, and perhaps a part of its fame was from so im-
portant a fact.
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One of this firm was Charles R. Webster, and his third
son, the subject of this notice was Ashbel Webster. Ashbel
was born in the city of Albany in the year 1796. He went
to Union College, where he maintained a respectable stand-
ing, and graduated in 1815, a classmate of Dr. Thos. W.
Blatchford of Troy. Soon afterwards he turned his attention
to the study of medicine and became a pupil of Dr. James
Low, and subsequently attended lectures at the College of
Physicians and Surgeous in the city of New York, where
he took his degree in medicine in 1818. He joined the
Medical Society in 1819, and took an office on Pearl
street, where he continued for several years. He resided
for a short time at Jamaica Plains, Long Island.  His prac-
tice was never general, and he had withdrawn entirely
from professional life for a considerable period before his
death, which took place in Albany on the 24th March, 1840,
at the age of forty-four years.

Dr. Webster had two brothers, Henry and Richard ; the
former was a lawyer, and the latter a clergyman of the Pres-
byterian church in Mauch Chunk, Penn., who died June
19, 1856. A posthumous volume entitled a * History of
the Presbyterian Church in America,” by Rev. Richard
Webster, which was nearly ready for press, was completed,

and published by the Rev. Dr. Van Rensselaer, of New
Jersey.

WILLIAM HUMPHREY.

William Humphrey was the son of John Humphrey,
and was born in Albany, on the 2d day of February, 1796.
His parents were both natives of New Hampshire, but at
an early period came to thisecity. His father died of chol-
era at an advanced age in 1832. His mother died several
years later full of years. Both parents survived to see all
their children die of pulmonary disease, though neither
of them were predisposed to it.
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William was sent to Union College, where he was grad-
uated in, 1813. Having made choice of the medical pro-
fession he commenced his preliminary studies with Dr.
Eights, and afterwards attended the lectures at the College
of Physicians and Surgeons, and received the honors of
that institution in 1819,

Ie returned to Albany and commenced business here,
continuing it as his health would permit until his death.
Dr. Humphrey did not possess a large degree of physical
energy, his health was delicate for several years, and the
disease which terminated his life was phthisis. It was
the subject upon which his thesis was written in 1819,

Dr. Humphrey possessed a fine mind and reasoning fac-
ulties ; his education was thorough, and he excelled as a
linguist. His mind was of a reflective order. Ilis man-
ners were exceedingly mild and amiable. His conversation
was marked by great simplicity and earnestness. He was
uniformly cheerful, but had no exuberant elasticity of
spirits. He had gravity in thought as well as in conversa-
tion, and was careful to avoid everything that appeared
like pedantry in private or professional life; he never vol-
unteered his opinion, and was unwilling to express it on
any subject with which he was not familiar.

IHis ambition was to do right, and to be useful to his
fellow men, rather than to acquire fame in his profession.
A native modesty and unassuming manners prevented
that rapid rise in his profession which is so often incident
to the aspiring who possess less talent and fewer virtues.
Says one in noticing his death: “His virtues were nu-
merous and beamed with an effulgence which attracted the
attention and elicited the admiration of all who knew him ;
his benevolence warmed the hearts and cheered the homes
of the comfortless. His name was synonymous with all
that was noble and disinterested.”

He made occasional contributions to medical journals
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of the day; his style is said to have been chaste, simple,
and forcible. It is impossible now to refer to any of the
few articles from his pen. He died on the 12th of March,
1829, in the thirty-first year of his age.
Ie was elected Secretary of this Society in 1822, and
continued to hold the office until the period of his death.
Dr. Humphrey was a sincere Christian, and met death

in the calm triumph of Christian faith.

JOHN AND DANIEL JAMES.

John James was the tenth child, and seventh son of Dea-
con Daniel James, and was born in Weybridge, Vermont,
on the 18th day of May, 1789. Dr. Daniel James was an
elder brother. The father was a plain, earnest, practical
man, and did all that he eould to advance the educational
interests of his many sons. Middlebury College was only
two miles and a half from his house, and its easy access
gave John the opportunity of spending two winters, under
its instruction, returning each spring to the various duties
of his father’s farm. But he was a slender, delicate boy,
retiring in his disposition, and did not take kindly to the
rough hard work of a New England farm ; he determined
not to follow it as the pursuit of his life, and therefore left
home at an early age, and went to Pittsfield, Massachu-
setts, where his brother Daniel had a drug store, and be-
came his clerk, and student, and in due time became a prac-
titioner of medicine. He had at some time previously
been a student with Dr. Jones of Stockbridge, Mass., for
whom he always afterward, entertained a high regard
and great affection. While at Pittsfield, an opportunity,
offered for him to go to Europe, asmedical advisor to Mr.
Appleton of Boston, and he sailed from that city in No-
vember, 1816. He made a hurried tour through Sicily,

36 _
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Italy, and France, and returned to London, where he at-
tended the Spring course of Lectures, at the Colleges of
Physicians and Surgeons, in London. Abernethy and
Sir Astley Cooper were at that time lecturers to whom Dr.
James listened. Ie afterward attended some of the lee-
turers at Edinburg, where Dr. Gregory was filling the
chair of theory and practice, and Dr. James Thﬂmpaon,
that of surgery.

Dr. James returned to America, in May, 1818, hamng
been absent one year and a half. He seems to have been
determined upon a thorough medical education, and his
opportunities abroad the more incited his ambition in this
respect. ' In the autumn and winter of” 1818, he attended
the lectures at the College of Physicians and Surgeons, in
the city of New York, and received a degree from that in-
stitution on the 6th of April, 1819. He almost immedi-
ately came to Albany and entered into business with his
brother Dr. Daniel James, who then resided here, and in
1820, he united with the County Medical Society.

In the course of the year 1820, he published a volume
entitled, “ Sketches of travels in Sicily, Italy, and France,"
12 mo., pages 275. The volume was one of interest, inas-
much as Americans were much less familiar with those eoun-
tries then than now. In hisdescriptions of cities, scenery,
fountains, baths, statuary, churches, paintings, temples,
people, manners, habits, hospitals, &e., Dr. James evinces
a refined and cultivated taste, a chaste and elegant, though
not an elaborate style of writing. The work was dedicated
to the Hon. Stephen Van Rensselaer. It was designed to
be followed by another volume, “a year in England and
Scotland,” but this was never published.

Dr. James continued to reside in Albany until 1836,
when he removed to Alton, Illinois, where he lived for
nearly a quarter of a century. For several years he was
connected with the Medical Department of Illinois Col-
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lege, as Professor of Theory and Practice of Medicine.
He enjoyed also a large practice in Alton and its vicinity.

Dr. James preserved case books, and wrote out his jour-
nals with great care, and left voluminous manuscripts on
various subjects, but none of them have fallen under the
eye of the writer. He was a man of industry, of quiet
habits, a lover of books, among which the last years of his
life was mostly spent, of dignified manners and deport-
ment, of Christian faith and practice. He died’on'the 12th
of October, 1859, of typhoid enteritic fever, after an illness
of three weeks, at the age of seventy years..

The following notice of the elder brother, Dr. Daniel
James, has been kindly contributed by Prof. I. W. Jack-
gon, of Union College.

¢The ancestors of Doctor Daniel James were among the
early colonists of Rhode Island. Coming originally from
‘Wales, for some time previous to emigrating from the old
world, they had resided in Scotland. .

Daniel James, the father of the trio of physicians, Daniel,
John, and Edwin, was born at Bristol, Rhode Island, in
1746. In 1769 he married Mary Emes and soon after re-
moved to Stockbridge, Mass. Here Daniel, the second
son was born Sept. 10th, 1776.  In 1788 the family removed
to Weybridge, Vermont. On becoming of age, Daniel re-
turned to Stockbridge and commenced the study of medi-
cine with Dr. Jones of that place. Soon after completing
his studies, he began his eareer as a medical practitioner
in Pittsfield, Mass. In 1805 he married Lucy Wells, by
whom he had four children, three of whom are now living.

In 1810, '12, and 13, he attended the medical lectures
at the University of Pennsylvania, in which Drs. Rush,
Physic, and Dorsey were then Professors.

About the year 1813 he removed to Albany. Soon after
Mrs. James died, and in 1818 he married the widow of
Loyal Case, Esq., of Middlebury, Vermont. She lived but
three years, and in 1823 he married Hettie Delavan, sister
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of E. C. Delavan, Esq. His health becoming infirm, he
soon after relinquished the practice of his profession and
retired to a farm in Galway, Saratoga county. While
living here he spent several winters in Florida, as the med-
ical attendant of invalids whom he accompanied thither
from the north. vy

After a residence of some years in Galway, Mrs. James
was attacked with a cancerous affection which rendered
- it expedient to leave the farm. Their next permanent
residence was Utica, where Mrs. James died. i

While residing at Utica the Doctor spent several sum-
mers in succession at the Red Sulphur Springs of Virginia,
where his health received needed annual renovation, and
his professional skill was in constant requisition and highly
appreciated. In 1842 he married Angelica G. Macbeth,
niece and adopted daughter of the Hon. Ezekiel Gilbert,
of Hudson N. Y. About 1851 he removed to the village
of New Hartford, near Utica where he spent the remaining
years of his life. He died January 31st, 1861.

Dr. James belongs preéminently to the class of self-edu-
cated men. His opportunities for intellectual training so
far as seminaries of learning were concerned, were limited
to those furnished by the common school more than half a
century ago, and of these he was able to avail himself
only occasionally. Up to the age of twenty-one his days
were given to the labors of the field, chiefly too, in a new
country in which the demands upon the pioneer cultivator
were severe and incessant. The few books that he was
able to procure could thus be read or studied only in the
evening, during hours which most young men in his posi-
tion would have spent in listlessness or sleep. But these
short intervals were systematically improved, nor were his
days lost in mere corporeal labor. IHe was by nature a
close and accurate observer and found healthful intellect-
ual exercise in noting, experimenting, and reasoning upon
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whatever was taking place around him, whether in the
immediate provinee of his labors, or in the more extended
field of nature beyond it.

With his ardent thirst for knowledge, the circumstances
in which young James was placed would in most cases
have produced a morbid condition of mind or at least a
chronic distaste for rural pursuits, but on him the effect
was far different. He acquired a love for agriculture and
gardening which amounted almost to a passion and which
he retained undiminished to the end of his life. He be-
came a worshipper of nature in all her aspects and produe-
tions.. A noble tree was for him an object of reverence.

Thus in spite of the depressing conditions of his life,
the period of his nonage was healthful and happy: he grew
up a strong, energetic, self-reliant man.

Very early he had formed the resolution, that sooner or
later he would be a physician, and when at the age of
twenty-one came the period of his release from the labors
of the farm, he returned to the beautiful village of his birth
to carry out his long cherished design.

In Stockbridge, that beau-ideal of a little community
known as a New England village, which unhappily is no
longer to be found even in New England, was at this time,
probably as completely verified as it has ever been. Emi-
gration had not destroyed the homogeneity of its popula-
tion, nor had universal sufferage subverted the equilibrium
of its politics. The claims to respect of the higher c¢lass
was founded on something better than its wealth, and
most of the old deference paid to birth and position was
still freely conceded as a right. ]

Judge Sedgewick was the leading man of Stockbridge,
and the numerous members of his family, afterwards so
distinguished by their virtues and talents, were then grow-
ing up. In such society and under such influences young
James pursued his studies. The contrast between life in
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Stockbridge, and life in the solitary Vermont farm house
must have been great.

The professional career of Dr. James opened very favor-
ably, and as long as his health permitted him to pursue it,
its rewards in position at least, were all that he could de-
gire. In Pittsfield where he spent the first ten years of
his professional life he soon acquired both abundant prac-
tice as a physician and influence and esteem as a citizen ;
and when in Albany he sought a wider field for the exer-
cise of his talents, he became immediately the cherished
medical attendant of some of the leading families of the
city ; the Hon. Stephen Van Rensselaer’s, Judge Spenﬁer 5
Dewitt Clinton’s, and others of that class.

His methods of practice were very much in adﬂmee of
those almost universally pursued at that day. He seems
early to have learned the truth, only now beginning to be
apprehended that nature, not medicine cures disease. It must
not be supposed that he therefore regarded medicine as
useless; on the contrary he used frequently to say that he
had great faith in a little medicine judiciously administered.

A just notion of his merits may best be given by saying,
that in his treatment of a patient he truly exemplified the
office of the physician as laid down by the profound and
accomplished author of a recent address before the Medi-
cal Society of New York.

A firm believer in the truth of Christianity, it seemed
ever his aim without ostentation to conform his actions to
the precepts of its Divine Author. His interest in the well
being and happiress of his fellow men was universal, ex-
tending to every grade of social position and to every con-
dition and circumstance of life. Indeed few men have
lived who could with greater truth than Dr. James, adopt
as their own the classic formula of the expression of phil-
anthropic sentiment :

Homo sum et humani a me nil alienwm pulo”.
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ROGER VIETS.

Roger Viets while a citizen of Albany, lived in social
seclusion, and aloof from the Society of his professional
brethren. His nearest neighbors knew nothing of his his-
tory, and he admitted none into intimate relation. No
efforts have been spared to gain some definite knowledge
of this man’s birth place, and while before the mind of the
writer, the form and appearance of Roger Viets is as clear
- as that of Dominie Sampson, to thereaders of Guy Manner-
ing, the dates are wanting to define his entrance into and
exit from the world. He became a member of the Medical
Society in 1820, and used frequently to visit the library for
books and publications. He was a tall man, of spare habit,
and as uniform in his dress of cinnamon colored cloth, as
a quaker in his brown.. They were always the same un-
varying garments, and seldom renewed, and never changed
in style or color. He is said to have worn the same hat
during the whole fifteen years that he lived in Albany.
His manners were eccentric, retired, unsocial, everything
that pertained to him was unlike the rest of mankind.
Every person’srecollection of him is that he was a “very
odd man ;" the expression is unanimous, so that upon in-
quiring relative to his birth, it was doubted if he was born
as other men are. In the published report of the city’'s
proceedings relative to cholera in 1832, there is an item
mentioned “To Dr. Viets for attending woman in con-
finement, $3.00.” certainly not an exorbitant charge, if it
was paid in full. e was active during the cholera ex-
citement of 1832. Dr. Viets's office was on Washington

Avenue. He was a man of intelligence, who however,
neverallowed any person to form an estimate of his knowl-
edge by anything that he said. Dr. Viets purchased cer-
tain military land tracts in Illinois, which became valuable,
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and he removed to that state, not far from 1834, where he
died about 1852, or 1853.
“ No further seek his merits to disclose.”

HENRY BARNARD HALLENBECEK.

Henry Barnard Hallenbeck, was the eldest son of Henry
B. Hallenbeck, and descended from Hendrick Hallenbeck,
one of the early Dutch settlers of Albany, and an owner of
large landed estates in the settlement. Henry was born
in Albany on the first day of March, 1796. e became a
pupil in medicine with Dr. William Bay, and probably re-
ceived his license from the County Medical Society, to
which he was admitted as a member in 1821. He settled
in the town of Bethlehem, about five miles below the city,
where he acquired the reputation of being a good prac-
titioner, and was esteemed by the community in which
he lived. He fell a victim of consumption, and died in
April, 1825, at the age of twenty-nine years.

MOSES CLEMENT.

Moses Clement, was the eldest son of John Clement, a
farmer of New Hampshire, where Moses was born, in Hop-
kinton, N. H., March 20th, 1780. IIe studied medicine
with Dr. Eben Learned, and attended lectures at Dart-
mouth College. Ile received his license to practice from
the New Harmpshire Medical Society, on the 4th of June,
1807. Ammi K. Cutler being President, and L. Spauld-
ing, Secretary. Dr. Clement settled in Coeymans, in
1808, where he continued to reside during the whole of
his life. Ile united with the County Medical Society in
1821. Dr. Clement married Rachael Capron of Coeymauns,
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by whom he had one son, and three daughters. He died
of Pneumonia, on the 3d day of December, 1831, at the
age of fifty-one years, having been in practice twenty-five
years.

CHRISTOPHER C. YATES.

Christopher C. Yates was born in Rensselaer county,
about the year 1778. He studied medicine with Dr. Sam-
uel Stringer, a veteran in the profession, and was proba-
bly licensed by the Supreme court of the state, in the
year 1802, or 1803. For many years Dr. Yates resided in
Albany ; and at one time created a great excitement in the
community by exhuming a half breed Indian, who had
died here, for purposes of dissection. The public were
incensed by such sacrilege! Dr. Yates braved the storm
almost at the risk of his life. * But public opinion softens
and changes; and now such occurrences are not only ex-
pected as a matter of course, but are deemed of too little
importance to excite even a comment.

In 1812, a billious epidemic fever appeared in Albany,
upon which Dr. Yates wrote an article, which was pub-
lished in the American and Philosophical Register in 1813.
He attributed the prominent characteristics of the disease
to derangement of the functions of the liver, and regarded
the malady as purely inflammatory in its nature, and the
treatment adopted was of the old heroic, practice. The
article was reviewed by Drs. Hosack and Francis. In
1820, he took an active and decided part in the contro-
versy on yellow fever. '

In 1832 he published an article on epidemie, Asiatic or
spasmodic cholera, as it prevailed in the city of New York,
with advice to planters in the south, on the medical treat-
ment of their slaves. This was issued from New York,
where he at that time and for several years afterwards re-

37
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sided. ITe also discussed the symptoms and treatment of
cholera in a letter to Dr. Barent P. Staats, the health offi-
cer of Albany in 1832, and gave an account of the disease
as observed by French authors. These articles are pre-
served in the State library. While residing in New York,
Dr. Yates losta son, Winfield Scott Yates, alad of eighteen
years, who was extraordinarily proficient in the various
branches of learning. e died January 27th, 1833,

Dr. Yates about this time gave his attention to the cure
of stammering, as a professional specialty, but there re-
mains no evidence that he was particularly skillful insuch
cases. |

He returned to Albany about 1840, and resided for a few
years, when he removed to Parishborough, in Nova Scotia,
where he passed the remainder of his days, and died on
the 23d of September, 1848,

In personal appearance Dr. Yates was tall, with a slen-
der figure, gentlemanly manners, an intelligent face, and
prepossessing address. He was amanwell readin his pro-
fession, and of considerable intelloctual ability and eulture,
and might have occupied a high rank in his profession.
His judgment seemed to have been often at fanlt. It
might be charity to stop here; butit is truthful to add,
that in his character and example, there was nothing to
admire, but everything to avoid; and that his influence
upon the profession, and upon society, was demoralizing.

]
SAMUEL STRINGER TREAT.

Samuel Stringer Treat, the second son ‘of Richard 8.
Treat, and grandson of Dr. Samuel Stringer, * a surgeon of

# Died, July 11, 1817, Dr. Samuel Stringer, in the 83d year of hisage. He
was a native of the state of Maryland, but acquired his medical eduecation
in Philadelphia. In 1755 he received an appointment in the medical de-
partment of the British army. In 1758 he accompanied the Army under
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distinction in the American army, was born in Albany in
1799. He enjoyed the best advantages the city afforded
for laying the feundation of his education, and he com.
menced the study of his profession in the office ofhis grand-
father. He afterwards attended medical instruction at the
College of Physicians and Surgeons, and graduated in 1822,
and the same year united with this Society.

Dr. Treat was a man of more than ordinary intellect, of
a quiet, retiring disposition, and with only a moderate
love for the perplexities of the profession he had chosen.
Inheriting the ample estate of his grandfather he felt none
of that necessity that stimulates and presses young men
into the arena of professional life. He was for a short
time the partner of Dr. Eights, and gained the esteem
and confidence of his patrons ; this was perhaps less on
account of his attainments and skill as a physician, than
the natural result of intelligence combined with amiability,
gentle and winning manners. Ile was companionable,
generous and warm hearted ; his conversation was spiced
with wit and humor. He was tall and slender in person,
and his dress exhibited extreme neatness; indeed there
was something in his appearance, meet him when and
where you might, that would have impressed even a stran-
ger with the conviction that he was a gentleman. His
social excellencies endeared him to a large circle of friends.

Abercrombie, and was present when Lord Howe fell in advancing to the
siege of Ticonderoga. At the conclusion of the French war he settled in
Albany, in the practice of his profession, in which he continued until the
commencement of the revolution, when he was appointed by congress di-
rector general of the hospitals in the northern department, and accompanied
the troopsin the invasion of the British dominionsin Canada. He closed a
long course of successful practice as an eminent physician and surgeon,
in the discharge of every Christian duty as an humble servant and follower
of the Messiah. Munsell's Annals of Albany.

Dr. Siringer always adhered to the siyle of dress incident to the old

gchool gentleman. He wore the cocked hat, the tight breeches, the shoes
with large buckles. '
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He was a good student and fond of literature, but had no
particular love for the sciences.

The ordeal to professional distinction was not passed
when he became a victim to disease of the lungs, of which
he died on the 29th of February, 1832, at the age of thirty-
three years.

He died in the communion of the Protestant Episcopal
Church.

LEWIS C. BECK.

BY Mes. Caroarine E. Vax Cortranor,
Lewis C. Beck was the younger of the brothers so iden-

tified with the medical and scientific history of their native
state. It has been well and truly said that *there never
was a great man, the elements of whose greatness might
not be traced to the original characteristics or early train-
ing of his mother.” This was eminently the case with
these brothers. Their mother possessed a well balanced
mind, and had received no common training. Mrs. Beck
was the only danghter of the Revd. Dr. Derick Romeyn,
Professor of Theology in the Reformed Dutch church, a
man of great learning and piety; he twice refused the Pre-
sidency of Queen’s College, New Jersey, and was the
founder of Union College in our own state. A Regent of
the University, the subject of education demanded and re-
ceived much of his attention. It was probably owing to
this fact that his own children were so well and thoroughly
educated; his only son, Dr. John B. Romeyn, was widely
known as an eloquent and useful clergyman of the Pres-
byterian church. Dr. Derick Romeyn was devoted to the
cause of liberty, and corresponded with the leaders of the .
American Revolution, Washington, Clinton, and the other
great men of that day, in reference to the cause so dear to
them all, becoming by these means obnoxious to the tories
in his neighborhood. They charged him with the erime
of “preaching liberty,” and at one period a reward was of-
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fered for his capture. He was pastor of the church in
Hackensack when that village was burned by the Hes-
sians, and of Esopus when it shared a similar fate at the
hands of the British; his daughter was the companion of
his flight from the latter place, and was the inmate of the
parsonage at Hackensack where her father and the brave
Col. Richard Varick were secreted during the attack. In
this school of trial and endurance Mrs. Beck early learned
lessons of fortitude and energy. In 1784 Dr. Romeyn
was called to the church in Schenectady, and here Mrs.
Beck married and here all her sons were born. Left a
widow at the early age of twentiy-nine, she determined
that no exertion shounld be spared on her part to give her
five sons a liberal education, her ardent desire being that
each of them should embrace a profession, a desire encour-
aged by her father and in furtherance of which she had
his advice and assistance while he lived. To attain this
object however, demanded much self-denial and active ex-
ertion. Studying with them most of their lessons and
diligently caring for every household duty, the home of
their childhood presents a beautiful picture. Her good
sense, industry and tenderness overcame all obstacles; she
lived to see her sons useful iy their generation, and hon-
ored by all who knew her worth; she entered into her
rest at the age of eighty-five, “a shock of corn fully
' ripe.”

Lewis C. Beck was born several months after the death
of his father, and was an object of peculiar tenderness to
his mother. His early education was received at the gram-
mar school of his native city. During his childhood and
youth he displayed evidences of that love of nature that
characterized his riper years, and was remarkable even
then, for the exquisite neatness and careful manipulation
that marked every childish experiment and handiwork.
He entered Union College at an early age, and graduated
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in 1815. Immediately commencing the study of medicine
with Dr. Thomas Dunlap of Schenectady, a venerable and
beloved physician, who survived his pupil several years,
dying in 1861.

Dr. Beck entered upon the practice of medicine in Sche-
nectady when only a little over nineteen years of age.
Abram Beck, the second of the brothers, a man of varied
talent and great energy, had the year previous commenced
the practice of law in St. Louis, and seeing the opening in
that region for men of ability, urged his younger brother
to remove thither. In those days the journey was most
tedious and trying, but it possessed many advantages for a
careful observer. Nothing seemed to escape the eye of
that youthful traveler, and he acquired an accurate knowl-
edge of the botany and mineralogy of the country through
which he slowly journeyed. On his arrival at St. Louis,
he found no advantageous opening for the practice of med-
icine, a fact that seems to have caused him little regret, for
in his journal, he writes of having immediately commenced
to make himself acquainted “with the natural produetions
of the region, and in making collections for some publica-
tion that might bring them into notice. “T was,"” says he,
““the more desirous of doing this as it seemed to fall in
with my previous pursuits.”” He also amassed materials
for an aeccount of St. Louis, so rich in historical reminis-
cences; the mass of information gathered was carefully se-
leeted and from it was formed The Gazetleer of Illinois
and Missouri. This work was published in 1822, but
never received from the public the attention it merited. Tt
was a work demanding and receiving great care and neat-
ness, the maps and engravings being executed in the best
manner, but probably owing to a want of energy on the
part of the publishers was little known. In December,
1820, Dr. Beck left St. Louis for home on professional
business for his brother, this time making the journey on
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horseback ; a mode of traveling allowing a most careful
and extended observation of the country. He reached
‘Washington in season to hear the discussions on the fa-
mous Missouri question, prior to the passage of the Mis-
gouri compromise, witnessing also the inauguration of
President Monroe. The succeeding year Dr. Beck resided
with his brother, Dr. T. Romeyn Beck, at Albany, busily
engaged upon the Gazetteer.

The death of Abram Beck obliged him once more to
visit St. Louis, but he had finally at the solicitation of his
mother given up “the prospect of successful adventure in
a part of the country which seemed to promise a great re-
ward to industry and enterprise, the rich harvest to which
its natural history presented, and which I had as it were
just begun to gather, made me regret the necessity which
seemed laid upon me to return.” The manuseript narra-
tive from which these slight notices of Dr. Beck's western
tours are drawn, impresses the reader, most forcibly with
the sagacity and forethought of its author. The very sites
named by him as suitable localities for cities and towns,
in the then almost uninhabited region, have since been
chosen by the pioneer builders of the great west, and he
lived to see his anticipation fully realized. On his return
to Albany he commenced anew the practice of medicine.
He had, however, the same dislike to the practice that in-
duced his brother to resign it, although like him, pursuing
its study with ardent zeal. Two papers written at this time
for the Medical and Physical Journal, of which his brother,
Dr. John B. Beck, was one of the editors, show his attach-
ment to his profession. They are entitled *Facts relative
- to a disease generally known by the name of sick stomach,
or milk sickness;"” and ** An account of the small pox, modi-
fied small pox and chicken pox, which prevailed in the
city of Albany during the months of February, March, and
April, 1824, with remarks on the identity of these dis-
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eases, and upon the anti-variolous power of vaeccination.”
In 1823, the Albany lyceum of natural history was es-
tablished, in which he took a deep interest, devoting much
time to the classification and arrangements of its minerals.
This Society held its meetings in one of the rooms of the
Albany Academy, and 1828 it, together with the Society
for the promotion of useful arts in the state of New York,
was merged in a new association called the Albany Insti-
tute. Of the thirteen original officers of the institute but
four.survive. The Hon. Peter Gansevoort, Joseph Henry,
Richard Varick Dewitt, and George W. Clinton.

The venerable President, the patriot and generous pa-
tron of science and literature, Stephen Van Rensselaer;
the scholar and man of science, the friend of Washington,
Simeon Dewitt; the brothers T. Romeyn and Lewis C.
Beck, M. Henry Webster, Wm. Mayell, Henry W. Snyder,
‘Wm. Cooper, all have passed away. Many members of
the institute must remember well, the energy and en-
thusiasm of the brothers in this work and their desire that
the home of their choice, Albany, should become in the
words of the elder, “ A focus in which shall be concen-
trated all the numerous and diversified productions of our
state. - Nothing is wanting but a proper devotion of that
portion of our time, which can be prudently alloted to it;
and we should recollect that we are under peculiar obliga-
tions to endeavor to effect this.”” How well they fulfilled
these obligations many can attest; none but those whose
privilege it was to see their daily life, can know in the ful-
lest extent, their unceasing industry, and generous self-de-
votion to the cause of humanity, and the improvement of
mankind. Before the institute, Dr. Lewis Beck read a
number of papers mainly upon the botany and mineral-
ogy of New York. In 1824 he delivered a course of lect-
ures on botany at the Berkshire Medical Institution, and
later in the same year received the appointment of junior
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_professor of botany, mineralogy, and zodlogy in the Rens-

selaer school ; a school planned by Prof. Amos Easton and
supported for many years by the liberality of the patroon.
Dr. Beck remained in his school until 1829, his professor-
ship being changed the year previous, to that of chemstry
and natural history.

In 1825 he married Hannah Maria, the daughter of
Major Israel Smith of Albany. This most estimable wo-
man still survives him. During the summer of the suc-
ceeding year he was appointed professor of botany and
chemistry in the Vermont Academy of Medicine located at
Castleton, and in 1826 he delivered a course of lectures on
chemistry at Middlebury College, Vt.; and also a short course
on botany at the Western College of Physicians and Sur-
geons, Fairfield, N. Y.

During all this period Dr. Beck’s pen was mnot idle.
Many interesting and useful articles were from time to time
published in Silliman’s Jowrnal, in the New York Medical
and Physical Journal and the Transactions of the Albany In-
stitute. Among the most important of these are the “ac-
count of the salt springs at Salina, and a chemiecal examin-
ation of the water,” and an article on “the nature of the
compound known as chlorides of soda, lime, &c., and their
uses as disinfecting agents.” About this time the Hon.
Joseph Henry, the distingnished secretary of the Smith-
sonian Institution, with Dr. Beck, published a scale of chem-
ical equivalents, an improvement upon the original instru-
ment constructed under the direction of the celebrated Dr.
‘Wollaston ; Prof. Henry arranging the divisions and furn-
ishing the account of the mathematical construetion, Dr.
Beck arranging the substances according to their atomic
weight, and preparing the copy for the engraver, a labor
needing all his accuracy and exceeding neatness. During
the intervals of his lectures while residing in Albany, he
devoted much time to the study of the ferns and mosses of

38
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~ the United States. After more than a year of labor he
relinquished the idea of publishing a work on the subjeet;
finding no publisher willing to incur the risk of venturing
on a branch of botany so little known and studied at that
time. Dr. Beck did not consider his time lost, preparing
him as it did for labors of a similar kind. It was also the
means of making him acquainted with an ardent fellow
traveler in the walks of science. This was'the Rev. Lewis
De Schweinitz a Moravian clergyman of Bethlehem, Penn.
Seeing Dr. Beck’s paper on ferns and mosses in Silliman's
Journal, De Schweinitz wrote to him, proffering most val-
uable assistance, and eventually transmitting to him his
extensive collection for examination. - |

In 1830 Dr. Beck was elected professor of chemistry,
and natural history in Rutger’'s College, New Brunswick.
He did not, however, enter upon his duties until the ensu-
ing year. Remaining still a resident of Albany, he was
busily engaged upon a manual of chemistry intended
as a text book for colleges and medical schools. In the
winter of 1830-31 he, in conneetion with Dr. T. Romeyn
Beck and Professor Henry, delivered a popular course of
chemical lectures at the Albany Academy.

In 1832 the Asiatic cholera appeared upon this econti-
nent ; and so intense was the alarm felt at the approach
of this dreaded visitant, that the governor of the state,
Enos T. Throop, convened a special session of the legisla-
ture to devise such measures as might be thought neces-
gary to prevent its spread. By a special act of this body,
Governor Throop was clothed with extraordinary authority
to meet any contingencies. Dr. Beck received the appoint-
ment of agent to vigit the northern and western frontiers
of the state, and to procure all possible information in
relation to this terrible disease. He was also charged with
the duty of arranging with all local boards of health, to
procure complete statistics of its ravages. On his return
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to Albany he presented a full and valuable report on the
nature of the disease, its geographical march, its causes,
its treatment and the sanitary regulations needed to arrest
its progress. The report was published in the transactions
of the New York State Medical Society, and republished
in the Edinburgh Medical and Surgical Jowrnal, During
the same year, Dr. Beck wrote a most valuable paper on
the commercial potash of New York. He had been chosen
by the legislature to examine into the process adopted for
the manufacture of potash, and to analyze samples with a
view to protect as much as possible the consumer against
negligence and fraud on the part of the manufacturer.
This paper appeared in Silliman’s Jowrnal. In 1833 Dr.
Beck resigned his professorship in the Vermont Academy
of Medicine, and during the same year published a volume
on the bhotany of the northern and middle states;
dedicating it to his friend, De Schweinitz.

The following year he received an appointment as pro-
fessor of chemistry in the University of New York,
which position he held until 1838, when all the professors,
with a single exception, were removed by most arbitrary
action on the part of the council and chaneellor.

The Hon. John A. Dix, then secretary of state, present-
ed in 1836, a report to the legislature, sefting forth the
importance of a geological survey of this state, and a lib-
eral grant of more than one hundred thousand dollars was
appropriated for this objeet. Dr. T. Romeyn Beck was
one of the originators of this plan, and ardently supported
it. William L. Marcy, the governor, aman of large views
and comprehensive mind, forwarded this grand work.
Lewis C. Beck received from him the appointment of
mineralogist to the survey, including in its duties, a sci-
entific deseription, and chemiecal analysis of all soils and
minerals. To this work, so congenial to his tastes, he gave
seven years of arduous toil. In his own words: “I com-
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menced the work with a zeal arising from a fondnessfor the
pursuit in which I was engaged, and witha desire to make
my researches useful to the people of the state who had
made such a liberal appropriation for their completion.”
Dr. Beck's management of the portion of the state survey
committed to his charge was marked by his usual indus-
try, rigid economy, and great devotion to the public in-
terests. At the close of each day, the work was regu-
larly posted up, so that if another hand should be obliged
to take it up, his labor would be available for its comple-
tion. This was characteristic of the man, and his incor-
ruptible integrity. He dealtwith the state as he dealt with
individuals; scorning to overreach or misappropriatea far-
thing not rightfully needed for this purpose. Before the
completion of his great work, Dr. Beck accepted the pro-
fessorship of chemistry and pharmacy in the Albany Medi-
cal College, and delivered a course of lectures each year,
until his death. These lectures with his duties at Rut-
ger’s College, New Brunswick, where he now resided,
would have fully occupied all the time of an ordinary
man; but Lewis Beck was no ordinary man. With un-
wearying industry, he was preparing a new edition of his
botany for the press, and a most valuable and useful book
for ‘“the physician, the apothecary and the artisan,” on
“the adulterations of various substances used in medi-
cine and the arts, with the means of detecting them.”
Added to these were papers for Silliman’s Journal, and an
elaborate report for the eommissioners of patents on the
breadstuffs of the United States, and their adulterations.
But all this labor was beginning to tell upon him; and for
several years before his death, the slight form grewslighter,
and the elasticstep was slower. 8till he worked on. Like
his brother, Dr. John B. Beck , who had gone before him
but a little while, and the beloved elder brother who was
soon to follow them, he labored for the good of others,

o
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~ and for the furtherance of the object that they all had so
much at heart. Not for position or for fame they labored,
but for the good of mankind; content to wear out, but not
to rust out. KEach died at his post, believing that their
work was a life work; not to be laid down until the Mas-
ter saw fit to call them.

It was fitting that the last literary labor of Lewis Beck
should be in aid of a needy church. He was to deliver a
lecture in a neighboring city, the subject, Sir Humphrey
Davy, and his times; but a storm prevented its delivery.
Feeble as he was, the preparation was too much for him,
and no doubt, hastened his death.

The winter of 1852-53 found him as usual at Albany,
faithfully lecturing to his class; but his health gradually
declined until April, when he suddenly grew worse, and
after a few duys suffering he died on the 20th of the
month, in the 55th year of his age. His sun went down at
noon, but he had accomplished more than many a man
who lives out his threescore years and ten! Who can esti-
mate the value of such a life? The many young men
- who have from time to time been privileged to listen to
his teachings, can attest how reverently he taught them
to see the Creator’'s hand in his works, and can bear wit-
ness that in those teachings, science was never made irre-
concilable with religion, but rather her handmaid. A
Christian man, he taught as such a man should teach.
The secret of the thorough respect those pupils felt for
their teacher, was the knowledge on their part, boys as
some of them were, of his honesty of purpose, and his re-
spect for them. Does this expression seem misplaced?
Respect for boys? It is an eminently proper expression.
If more teachers felt this, boys would not be the troub-
lesome fellows they are usually deemed, and not unjustly.
In the language of an old pupil, “Dr. Beck made you
feel that it was his desire, that you should learn what he
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taught.”* They felt this, and even to this day, show it
whenever an opportunity occurs, of giving their testimo-
ny to his fidelity. The notice of his death in the jour-

nals of the day brought swift payments of long unsettled

accounts for instruction from those whose very names,
perchance, had been forgotten by their teacher, and with
them heartfelt tributes of respect to his mourning widow.

Six children, of the nine born to him, survive. The el-
dest son, T. Romeyn Beck, is professor in Holland Uni-
versity, Michigan.

The five brothers, and that noble mother, a second Cor-
nelia, have all gone to their reward; but the memory of
what they did for their fellow men will not soon perish.
A few survivors here and there still recollect the evenings
at the old ‘Academy, after the lectures or the meetings of
the Institute were over, and the gathering about the
hearth to discuss matters of science and humanity, deem-
ing nothing too small or mean, for reverent administra-
tion, that their Creator had made. Their keen inter-
change of thought, their genial companionship was not

disturbed, but enhanced by the presence of the mother,

ever near; her keen blue eyes kindling as she listened to
the noble themes of discussion, with her clear judg-
ment and well stored mind; her guests were welcome.
« Having served their generation, they fell on sleep.”
What nobler eulogy can be written of them than those
simple words of Holy Writ! We leave them to their hal-
lowed rest, and, remembering how they served their gene-
ration, let us take courage and humbly endeavor, each
one of us, in our appropriate sphere, to do what our hands
find to do for our fellow man. *Then, whether in the
morning of life, or atits fevered bustling noon-day, or in the
declining hour we depart, our memories will be cherished,
and our names implore the passing tribute of a sigh.”t

# J. V. P. Quackenbush, M. D., Surg. Gen., N. Y.
$ T. R. Beck’s Eulogium on Simeon De Witt.

e



BIOGRAPHICAL SEETCHES. 303

MICHAEL FRELIGH.

In order to encourage the population of Her Majesty's
-provinces in America, Queen Anne, who was on the throne
" in 1700, held out certain inducements which enticed large
numbers, and among them many from Holland, to emi-
grate to this country, in order to avail themselves of the
promised rewards, and thereby to improve their domestic
comfort and prosperity. The encouragement offered by
the English government was understood to have consisted
in lands and implements of husbandry of every deserip-
tion necessary for new beginners, in a new and unsettled
country. The journey was long and perilous; crossing
the ocean, tedious and uncertain. Many of the emigrants
arrived with exhausted means and in destitute condition,
and only to suffer overwhelming disappointment in their
application to the almoner of the crown. The promised
inducements were not only denied to them, but an ex-
travagant price demanded for every article that could be
purchased.

With stoice firmness of purpose, these Dutch adventurers
“girdled the trees, and with an uncouth hoe dug up the
mucky soil, and committed to the virgin earth the first
seeds whose produce was to afford them hopes of escape
from threatened starvation.”

Among the number who settled in Ulster county was
a family of Frelighs. They brought with them strong at-
tachments to, and professions of the protestant faith, and
they held sacred the principles and practices of their fore-
fathers.

Peter Freligh was one of these Dutch adventurers. Two
of his sons, Solomon and Moses, became pious ministers
in the Reformed Dutch church of the United States. A
third son was Hendrick, whose eldest son George was the
father of Michael Freligh, the subject of this notice.
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Michael was born near Rhinebeck, in Dutchess county,
on the Tth of July, 1770. At an early age he commenced
the study of medicine under the direction of Dr. Benjamin
Anthony, and subsequently attended the lectures of Drs.
Shippen and Rush, at Philadelphia. His certificate or di-
ploma, which was all the law then required, read thus: :

Omy1BUs HAS LITERAS LECTURIS SALUTEM.

I do certify that Michael Freligh did commence the study
of physic and surgery, together with all their several aux-
iliary branches, under my care on the 16th day of the 2d
month, 1785. That according to our agreement he con-
tinued with me two years ; during which time he not only
applied himself with indefatigable industry to his studies,
especially in anatomy, but also paid uncommon attention
to the practice of physic and surgery, in visiting the sick,
in which he manifested strong marks of a large share of
ingenuity, and thereby acquired such a component knowl-
edge of said sciences as may enable him to practice the
same with encouragement and success. In testimony
whereof, I have hereunto set my hand at Nine Partners,
Dutchess county, on the 29th day of the 9th month, 1787.

BexNsaMIN ANTHONY.
In addition to the above,

I do now certify, that the said Michael Freligh, did at-
tend the winter past, at the city of Philadelphia, a course
of Dr. William Shippen’s lectures on anatomy, surgery
and midwifery, and a course of Dr. Benjamin Rush’s lee-
tures on the theory and practice of physie, and likewise
the practice of the Pennsylvania hospital, and thereby per-
fected in some degree a more complete knowledge of those
sciences. The study of which he first commenced under
my auspices, 1st day of the 6th month, 1788.

BeNJAMIN ANTHONY.

Freligh was a lad of fifteen when he began to study
medicine, and only a youth of eighteen when he had the
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aunthority that entitled him to the dignity of doctor. It
was an early period in life to assume the responsibility
that pertains to the duty of the position. Dr. Freligh
went to Schenectady and began the practice of his pro-
fession, and, so far as is known, with successful results.
His natural abilities were far more than ordinary, and he
seems to have possessed a practical good judgment. He
continued not only to read, but to think for himself.
After five years he removed to the town of Watervliet
where he became extensively engaged in practice, and
largely won the public confidence; and his reputation ex-
tended into the adjonining towns on every side. Dr. Fre-
ligh was remarkably diligent in his attention to his patients,
and generous, and faithful to the sick poor. Notwithstand-
ing broken rest, he often rose at four in the morning in
the summer, and worked in his garden. e possessed a
good library and spent much time in reading. His man-
ners were gentle, his habits genial and social, and towards
young people always attragtive and agreeable.
Dr. Freligh was elected a member of the legislature in
1816 ; another district from Albany county being filled that
year by Dr. Jesse Smith. In his politics he was an earn-
est whig. He was a public spirited, enterprising man;
greatly interested in all the prominent movements of his
day. He wasa firm advocate of the cause of temperance,
and not only wrote, but lectured for its advancement.
One of his lectures was published in 1832. It is written
in a clear, vigorous style, and aimed at the consciences as
well as the intellect of his hearers. No inconsiderable
part of his writings in later years were in letters to his
children, in which he reasoned upon various subjects, and
always saw sermons in brooks, and rocks, and hills, and
God in everything. A single extract may suffice for illus-
tration. It was written at the age of eighty years in a
clear, beautiful hand, on a stormy day in January, when
. 39
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he was confined to the house by the rain and hail, and is
as follows:

¢“In the peach and plumb I find the perfuming flower
covering and embracing a small globular body attached
to thelittle slender stem by which it hangs suspended from
the limb of the tree. It is now, and for some time con-
tinues to be soft, easily penetrated by a pin or knife; at
length the fruit ripens and in its center I find a hard stone
or pit, constituting one-fifth or sixth or eighth part of the
whole mass, and so hard as to require a hammer to break
it. Now it is evident that the stone or seed could not in
its full size and hardness have passed through the little
slender stem by which the fruit draws its nourishment
from the tree. How then came it there? Well it is evi-
dent that it must have passed through the tube in a liquid
state and become hardened after the matter was deposited
in its appropriate place. But how was the juice of the
fruit, and the stone taught to flow in from the tree sepa-
rately, so as not to mix and destroy the fruit or the future
seed? or have the fruit and the stone separate tubes set
apart for the conveyance of the material adapted to the
several natures of the plant? and if so, who has commu-
nicated to them this exquisite organization? This strue-
ure of the fruit is as uniform as the rising and setting of
the sun. I have never known the stony matter to be dif-
fused through the pulp of the fruit, nor yet the pulp occu-
pying the place of the stone. What manner of wisdom
is this among the trees!! * # Man neither knows nor un-
derstands the principle or the construction,”

Some of these letters exhibit familiarity with ancient
and modern history, with agriculture and the natural seci-
ences, and abound in constant admiration of the beauties
of nature.

Dr. Freligh was in professional life for forty-six years;
retiring from its more active duties about 1852.
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The evening of his life was passed in his own pleasant
home, surrounded by his family and friends. He survived
in remarkable, intellectnal and physical vigor until the
26th day of June, 1853, when he died at the age of 83
years.

Some of his lines, written only a few years before his
death, are worthy of insertion in this place; but the first
and last versés of a single selection must suffice. They
were written for an album, and are:

Ab, what shall I, whose hairs are gray,
Whose skin is shriveled, pale with age,
And eyes bedimmed : what can I say '

To grace thine album’s guilded page.
i Y SR N e

Thus would I pray my God to give,
Our souls a rest from sin and strife,
That in his presence we may live,

When death is swallowed up in life.

Dr. Freligh was ardently attached to the faith and
church of his fathers, in which he for many®years was
an elder; and the most prominent and remarkable fea-
ture of his character, was his ardent piety. He seemed to
dwell in constant contemplation of the goodness, the great-
ness, and the majesty of God. It was his ruling passion,
and every emotion of his heart, was gratitude and love to
God; and his emotions kindle into awe at so august a
theme! In a letter, dated November, 1849, he exclaims
with Job. “Behold I am vile’’; I have no confidence in
the flesh; The cross of Christ is my erown; His mercy
seat is my hiding place; His sufferings are the ground of
my hope and rejoicing; His death the price of my life;
His wounds and bruises my refuge, when the storm of
God's wrath sweeps away the wicked; His love my wonder
and astonishment; His intercession my strong advocacy
with the Father ; His righteousness my justification; His
mediatorial work, my all in all for life eternal.
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With a life-example in accordance with such a faith, the
good old patriarch passed to his rest.

Three sons and seven daunghters survive to cherish the
memory and the example of a loving father, and a good
man.

RENSSELAER GANSEVOORT.

Rensselaer Gansevoort was the son of Leonard Ganse-
voort, whose ancestry was among the early Dutch settlers
of Albany. Rensselaer was born in Greenbush, opposite
Albany, in 1803. He entered Union College where he
graduated in 1819, receiving the degree of bachelor of
arts. Shortly afterwards he began the study of medicine
under the direction of Dr. Platt Williams, and attended *®
lectures at the College of Physicians and Surgeons, in
New York city, from which institution he received his
medical diploma in 1826, Dr. Gansevoort commenced
practice in Bethlehem, but at the expiration of one or two
years returned to Albany and entered into business with
Dr. Vernor Cuyler. In 1831, he went to New Orleans,
and soon removed up the river to Donalsonville, where he
died in 1838, at the age of thirty-five years. Dr. Ganse-
voort was a gentleman, of fine personal appearance, and well
educated in his profession.

L ]

JOHN WARREN HINKLEY. |

John Warren Hinkley was a son of John Hinkley, and

descended through six generations from Thomas Hinkley,

the governor of Plymouth colony, in 1681, and whose an-

cestry traces back to John D. Hinkley, high sheriff of

Staffordshire, England, in the reign of Edward III, Anno
Domini 1327,

John Warren was born in the city of Albany, on the 31st

day of March, 1804. He was a pupil at the Albany Acade-
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my in 1818, and began the study of medicine several years
later in the office of Dr. Peter Wendell, and continued it
under the direction of Dr. Peter Van OLinda. Having
attended a course of medical lectures in Boston, he receiv-
ed a license from the Albany County Medical Society, in
October, 1825, and at the same time united with the Society
and served for several years as its Treasurer. He at once
began business in his native city where he continued to
reside during the whole of his life. The records of the
Society bear witness to his regular attendance at its meet-
ings for many years. Dr. Hinkley received the honorary
degree of doctor of medicine from the regents of the uni-
versity of the state of New York, in 1854. Ie quietly
~ and unostentatiously pursued the practice of his profession
for a period of thirty-six years, enjoying the respect and
esteem of his professional brethren, while he neither court-
ed their friendship or their confidence. He was diligent
in his business, and faithful to those who intrusted them-
selves to his care.

Dr. Hinkley died of hydrothorax, on the 26th day of March,
1861, at the age of fifty-seven, receiving during his illness
the attendance of his life-long sincere friend and preceptor,
Dr. Van OLinda. At the period of his illness Dr. Hinkley
was contemplating joining his family, who at the time of
his death were in Europe, whither they had gone for the
completion of the musical education of a favorite daugh-
fer, who possessed a talent for music with a voice of rare
sweetness and power. Mademoiselle Hinkley made her
first appearance as a cantatrice on the continent, and after
her return to this country was received with great favor.
She became Madam Susini, and was winning reputation
as a prima donna when she died suddenly in the city of
New York, in 1862, at the early age of twenty-two years.
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DAVID W. D. HOUGHTAILING.

David W. D. Houghtailing was born in Coeymans, Al-
bany county, in 1796. He received his license to practice
in 1822, He was considered a respectable practitioner,
and resided at Watervliet for five years preceding his
death, which occurred from bilious fever in 1829, he being
only thirty-three years of age.

GUY SPALDING.

Guy Spalding was born June 28th, 1780. Ilis teacher
in medicine was Dr. Ely. He commenced practice in
Coeymans, about the year 1810, where he continued ac-
tively engaged in alarge and laborious practice until the
period of his death, which occurred June 17th, 1854, The
disease which caused his death was induced by too severely
taxing his strength in a protracted case of midwifery,
when he was in his seventy-fifth year.

HENRY VAN OLINDA.

Henry Van OLinda was born in the town of Charles-
ton, Montgomery county, in this state, on the 9th of
April, 1805. He was the son of Cornelius Van OLinda,
and descended in thefifth generation, from Peter Van
OLinda, who came from Holland, and died at Watervliet,
about seven miles north of Albany at an advanced age, in
1715. |

Until he was seventeen he spent his time upon his fath-
er’s farm. In 1822 he commenced the study of medicine
with his brother, Dr. Peter Van OLinda, of this city, and
under the direction of an elder brother, the Rev. Douw
Van OLinda, he acquired a considerable knowledge of the
Latin and Greek languages, and was thereby enabled to
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form the habit to which he uniformly adhered, and in
which he took great pleasure, of tracing the technicalities
of the profession, to their strictest derivations from those
languages. He made good improvement in the collateral
branches of the profession, and during one course of lect-
ures was the assistant of that learned and distinguished
teacher, Dr. T. Romeyn Beck, in his chemical lectures.
He was licensed to practice by the Medical Society of the
county of Montgomery, in 1826, and shortly after entered
into business with his brother. Albany was the field of
his labor,

Dr. Van OLinda was ardent and earnest in whatever he

“undertook. He had not the advantages of most of the stu-
dents at the present day, but the deficiencies from the want
of such he labored diligently to overcome. He was inde-
fatigable in his attention to his patients, and counted no
sacrifice on his part too great for them while under his
care. From such faithful attendance a strong friendship
often grew between him and his patients.

After ten years of severe labor, a scrofulous disease be-
gan to develop, and it continued through his life. His
health at length failed, and in the winter of 1835 he sought
relief by a short sojourn in Savannah, and the ensuing
winter he spent in St Augustine, Florida, with a few of
his patients and friends. The relief to his malady thus
obtained was only temporary and palliative. He made a
voyage to Europe in the autumn of 1843, visiting Liver-
pool, Birmingham, London, and Manchester, but returning
without going to the continent, his main object having
been for a sea voyage ; but his constitution was so much
impaired that he derived but little benefit from it. He
returned, and after a painful illness, died on the 30th of
September, 1846, in the forty-first year of his age.

Dr. Van OLinda was a man of agreeable manners, social
habits, and prepossessing in his personal appearace. He
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was fond of rural sports, and sometimes indulged in them
by excursions with a party of friends to the northern coun-
ties for hunting and fishing. IHe made no pretensions to
being a great man, but he was faithful and diligent in the
duties of his profession, and occupied a respectable posi-
tion in it. He had a large practice; and this may be more
definite by stating that after twenty years in the profession,
during ten of which he was an invalid, at times absent for
months from duty, and at other times unable to perform it,
yet at the time of his death his outstanding accounts
amounted to seventy thousand dollars, of which only about
three thousand could be collected.

This vast amount of service, rendered mostly to the poor,
in such a simple, unostentatious manner, should embalm
aman in the memory of future generations as a benefactor
to his country and his race. But alas ! how soon are such
deeds forgotten.

HENRY VAN ANTWERE.

Henry Van Antwerp was born in the town of Stillwater,
(now Mechanicsville) Saratoga county, on the 29th, of Sep-
tember, 1802, where he received the rudiments of his early
education. He afterwardsattended theacademy at Fairfield,
New York, where having graduated he went to New York
city, and began the study of mediecine with Dr, Christopher
C. Yates, then a resident of that place. Yellow fever was
prevalent in New York, and Mr. Van Antwerp, became
ill with it, and when his convalescence was suflicient to
resume his studies he became a pupil of Dr. Platt Williams
in Albany. He became alicentiate of the Medical Society
of the state of New York in 1825, and opened an office in
Albany. Ile joined the county Society in 1828, of which
he became an active member and served as its Librarian.
In the cholera season of 1832, he performed an honorable
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part of the severe labor rendered by the medical profes-
sion of the city.

Dr. Van Antwerp removed his residence to Charleston,
South Carolina, in 1835, and after a few years again re-
moved to New Orleans. Circumstances induced him after
a brief period to settle in Balize, Louisiana, a few miles
above New Orleans, where for nearly twenty years he was
emerged in the duties of his profession. Here he had
abundant opportunities tobecome familiar with the yellow
and congestive fevers incident to the locality, and in their
successful treatment he acquired a considerable reputation.
His practice was always general, though the breaking out
of a species of ophthalmia led him to pay particular atten-
tion to the treatment of diseases of the eye, in which the
skill awarded to him, was equal to that he had gained
in the'management of fevers.

In 1857, possessed of all the means which a moderate
ambition considered as essential to his comfort, he retired
from practice, and returned to the north to enjoy the lei-
sure that be had denied himself in earlier years. But his
long residence in the south had unfitted him for the sever-
ity of northern winters, and he determined to spend his
winter months in New Orleans ; the existence of a pul-
monary disease being already manifested. In his journey
north he became more seriously ill, and died in Cincinnati
on the 1st day of May, 1859, at the age of fifty-seven years.
His remains were brought to Albany for sepulture. Dr.
Van Antwerp was never married. IHe was a man of mod-
est, and retiring disposition, neither seeking distinetion
or publicity, but contented to act well and faithful his part
in the sphere providence had alloted to him.

SAMUEL HUMPHRIES.

Samuel Humphries, was the son of William Humphries,
a respectable mechanic, who came from England at the
40
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close of the last century, and settled in Albany, where
Samuel was born about the year 1800. IHe was a pupil in
medicine with Dr. James McNaughton, and was prepared
by him for his examination before the Censors of the State
Medical Society, from which he received his license in
1821. His professional career began in Albany, but le re-
moved to New York, and during the years 1824 1825 he
had an apothecary shop in connection with his office. He
returned to Albany, for a short residence in 1828, but
soon afterwards went to Norfolk, Virginia, where he re-
mained about two years; about this time he entered into
an engagement with the American Colonization Society,
and sailed for Liberia, with a vessel fitted out with colored
emigrants. He arrived with his mission, buf in a few
months afterwards he fell a vietim to pulmonary disease,
which was doubtless in its incipient stages when he left
America, and he died in Africa about 1832, The intelli-
gence of his death was sent back to his friends by the physi-
cian of the colony. Itisnotsupposed that Dr. Humphries,
went on this mission from any special partiality to the
cause but for the opportunity for business, and possibly for
the change of climate which failing health admonished
him to seek.
Dr. Humphries was twice married but left no children.

ASA BURBANK.

The notice_of Asa Burbank is scarcely more than a sin-
gle reminiscence, and yet that single reminiscence it seems
desirable to preserve. Ile joined the Society in 1828, and
was undoubtedly a man of some literary, or scientific cul-
ture, as his name appears on the roll of the Albany Insti-
tute. Ie came from Massachusetts, and had been connected
with the College at Pittsfield. His office was on South
Pearl street. Dr. Burbank, was considerable past the me-
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ridian of life when he came to Albany to reside. In his
office window on a large curtain, was painted in vivid
colors, the good samaritan, pouring oil and wine upon the
man who fell among thieves. Probably this picture was
designed to convey an impression of his kindness, and at-
tention to the sick, rather than an index to his theory and
practice. There is no record that he died here, and it is
believed that he returned to his native state, and died
about 1832, The period of his residence in the city was
only for a few years,

JAMES M. BROWN.

James M. Brown was a native of Albany, the son of
Major Brown, and was born on the 25th February, 1804.
His father died when he was only five years old, but he
received careful and gentle training from his mother, who
was a woman of exceedingly mild and amiable disposition,
and of a consistent Christian character. He received a
good English education, and, when a boy, applied himself
quite diligently to study. At the early age of sixteen
years, he began the study of medicine under the direction
of Dr. Christopher C. Yates, and was subsequently a stu-
dent of Dr. Platt Williams. In 1823, he attended lectures
at the Vermont Academy of Medicine. Ile received his
license to practice from this Society, of which he became
a member in 1828. He began practice and met with only
indifferent success during a period of sixteen years. In
the autumn of 1844, he was induced to remove to Delphi,
Indianna. Here he found considerable business, but con-
tinued ill health in his family led him to return to Albany
after a short period. But he was not successful in the ef-
fort to re-establish himself here, and pecuniary embarrass-
ments and misfortune followed in rapid succession, such
as were calculated to keep his mind constantly depressed.
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Many, indeed most of his patients were among the poorer
classes, from whom it was quite impossible to obtain re-
muneration ; still however an appeal to him for any service
that he was able to bestow was never unanswered.

In disposition Dr. Brown was generous, frank and sin-
cere. In all his trials he never inclined to charlatanism,
or waivered in his adherence to his profession. He shrank
from publicity, and his sense of responsibility made him
the subjeet of great mental suffering, whenever he had a
very sick patient. Te was rather timid, aund his great re-

spect for the opinion of others, made him regard his own -

with too much diffidence ; he lacked eonfidence in his own
abilities. His health was so impaired that he was unable,
during several of the last years of his life, to make severe
physical exertions or endure great fatigne. He needed
health and success to stimulate and encourage him ; sick-
ness and disappointments abated his ardor. Thus twenty-
six years rolled away.

In the spring of 1854 he was appointed resident phy-

gician at the alms house hospital. A few weeks after
his appointment,-and in the discharge of duties incident
to the office, he contracted a typhoid fever, which was pre-
vailing there, and by which his life was terminated on the
23d day of May, 1854. [His age was fifty years.

Says one who well knew Dr. Brown : ¢ The tone of his
last letter to me, written just before his illness, was unusu-

ally hopeful and cheerful. The expressions of Christian

faith which it contained; the glimpses of his habitunal
frame of mind, afforded during his illness ; and, more than
all, his Christian life are to us cheering evidences that the
summons, though it came suddenly, was a summons to
immortal joy.”

I saw him once after his appointment as resident phy-
sician, and I thought that his new and uniform duties had
given elasticity to his spirits, and vigor to his step. In a

s i W e, niliain
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mouth, to attend the lectures by Dr. Nathan Smith. Sub-
sequently he was a pupil with Dr. Ives of New Haven
where he gave particular attention to botany, laying the
foundation of an accurate knowledge of that science. He
was licensed by the Connecticut Medieal Society in 1810,
and received the honorary degree of doctor of medicine
from Yale College in 1819. After receiving his license,

he taught a district school in Saybrook. In 1811, he wgﬁt'

to Enfield to reside, and in 1812 to Milford, and in 1818
he removed to the city of Middletown. He published in
Silliman’s Journal of Science, an article on ergot of rye;
in 1820, and in 1823 a volume entitled an essay on Fe-
vers and other medical subjects, the associate author be-
ing Dr. Miner. This volume treated old and cherished
prejudices and the current methods of practice with little
ceremony, sometimes with caustic severity. The authors
maintained the typhoid tendencies of fevers; that antiphlo-
gistic measures were contra indicated, that the free use of
stimulants were required. The volume excited a contro-
versy of opinion and engendered a prejudice against the
authors which neither survived. Dr. Tully removed to
Bast Hartford, in 1824 when he was appointed Professor of
Theory and practice in the Vermont Academy of Medicine.
He removed to Albany in 1826 and became a partner of Dr.
Alden March, where for a time his business was prosper-
ous. While residing in Aibany he published in 1828, a
medical prize essay on Sanguinaria Canadensis, a paper
of eighty-four pages, characterized by original observation
and elaborate medical scholarship. In 1829 Dr. Tully sue-
ceeded Prof. Eli Ives in the chair of materia medica at Yale
College, and accordingly removed to New Haven in May,
1830. Here his already distingunished reputation secured
many friends, and a reasonable share of business while he
prepared and published several valuable articles in Sille-
man’s Journal. In 1833, he was invited to a professorship

il e
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in the Medical College of South Carolina, a position which
however he declined. Dr. Tully continued to lecture at
New Haven until 1841, when he resigned his position.
Subsequently he spent one year in South Carolina. In
1851 he removed to Springfield, Mass., where he died Feb-
ruary 28th, 1859, at the age of seventy-four. His wife
was the danghter of Rev. Elam Potter of Enfield. They
had ten children ; two danghters and one son survived him.

While residing in Springfield, Dr. Tully gave to the
world his great work, entitled Materia Medica, or Pharma-
cology and Therapeutics, in two volumes. It is on this
that his reputation as a medical scholar must rest. Its
publication was by Dr. Jefferson Church of Springfield, a
man of unselfish devotion to science, who assumed the en-
tire pecuniary responsibility of the work. The volumes
are a monument ot Dr. Tully’s learning as a scholar, and
ability as a writer. It requires courage to read it, and ca-
pacity to understand it, It is not calculated to be popular;
it is too much a work of principles and classifications; too
abounding with rigid technicality.

Dr. Tully was doubtless the most learned and thor-
oughly scientific physician in New England. Perhaps his
equal could not be found anywhere. He was a diligent
and methodical student. His knowledge of science was
extensive and accurate.

His studies took a wide range, embracing botany, chem-
istry, physiology, and the natural sciences. He assisted
Dr. Webster and Prof. Goodrich in the scientific depart-
ment of their dictionary. This was a great and valuable
labor. He was anable lecturer. His views were bold, his
elaborations skillful, his expressions vigorous, his criticisms
terribly severe and merciless, his sarcasm positive. Many
of his pupils thought him the greatest man alive. Younger
students complained that his matter was too scientific and
techuical. Asa practitioner he was heroie, and his reme-
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dies were often such as morphine, strychnine, veratrum,
arsenie, and the like ; while he heaped unmeasured abuse
upon cathartics, blood letting, and antiphlogistics generally.

In his opinions he was sometimes headstrong. His di-
rections were positive, and he as positively disregarded
the whims of nurses and old women. He had not the ele-
ments of a popular physician. With his brethren he was
honorable and manly; but he had strong prejudices ; he
wus censorious, possibly jealous. Intalking, he was mag-
isterial, exhuberantly, ambitiously learned and diffuse.
ITe had not the art of condensation. If a man had three
Christian names and two titles, he would repeat them all;
- but sum up his imperfection, and deduet therefrom his
merits, and there is enough left to make a man, a whole
man (may I not say), a great man. With great love of detail
he combined extraordinary power of memory, and the
most untiring plodding, sytematic industry.

NANNING VISSCHER WINNE.

Nanning Visscher Winne was the only son of Lavinus
Winne, alawyer in Albany, his native city where the fami-
ly have resided for several generations. Visscher was born
in Albany, on the 17th day of January, 1807. His father
died when he was only seven years old, leaving him under
the guardianship of his uncle John L. Winne, who, desir-
ous of surrounding him by Christian influences, placed
him in the family of the Rev. Dr. Chester, a clergyman of
the Presbyterian church, with whom he remained for four
years. IHe afterwards went to attend school in Prineton
New Jersey, and subsequently to Union College, where he
graduated in 1825. Ile returned to Albany and began to
study medicine with Dr. Platt Williams; but having a taste
for surgery, and pecuniary means to follow his inclinations,
he went to New Haven, and became a private pupil of the
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celebrated Dr. Nathan Smith. He attended medical lect-
ures in New Haven, and received his medical degree from
Yale College in 1828. Between Nathan Smith and young
‘Winne there arose a strong and mutual friendship, so that
the latter remained with Dr. Smith for more than one year
after he had graduated, devoting himself more particularly
to surgery. He continued a correspondence, and enjoyed
the confidence of DrSmith, until the death, of that venera-
~ ble surgeon. Dr. Winne returned to Albany in 1829, where
he resided for four or five years, occupying a part of the
time the position of ward physician. He was by Gov.
Throop appointed surgeon on the staff of Gen. Stephen
Van Rensselaer in 1821, and served until 1831, when at
his own request he was honorably discharged. About 1833
he removed to the town of New Scotland, where he con-
tinued to practice for eight years, residing upon a farm
which he cultivated until 1857, when he again removed to
Albany. Dr. Winne died, aftera few days illness of
disease of the lungs, on the 6th day of June, 1858, at the
age of fifty-one years. His wife was a daughter of Alder-
man G. V. 8. Bleeker, who survives him, withfive sons and
six daughters.

At the age of twenty-one Dr. Winne came in possession
of aliberal patrimony, but unsuspecting, open hearted and
liberal, its care occasioned him perplexity, and ultimately
financial embarrassments and discouragement. Dr. Winne
was a man of more than ordinary talents, and of respect-
able acquirments. He was familiar with the classics, spoke
French fluently, and German passing well. He had se-
lected a good library, which however was accidently de-
stroyed by fire, after his death in 1861. Dr. Winne kept
up his medical reading, but never devoted himself with en-
ergy to the practice of his profession. The necessity was
not upon him in early life, and without that stimulus, which
is a blessing in disguise, he found it in later years difficult
to put forth vigorous professional effort.

41
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HENRY GREENE.

Henry Greene was theson of John and Lavinia (Knight)
Greene, natives of Rhode Island, the father having been
born March, 15th, 1767, and the mother December 8th,
1770. Henry the eldest son was born in Coventry, Rhode
Igland, December, 15th, 1789. His parents moved with
him and two younger children in the spring of 1795, into
Herkimer County, New York, and settled on a farm in the
south western part of Fairfield, where they continued to
reside during their lives, and where they reared a numer-
ous family. At that time this section of the ecountry was
an unbroken wilderness, not one rood of ground upon
which they went to reside having been cleared. Here he
with the rest of the family commenced the toils incident
to frontier life, with but few facilities for acquiring an edu-
cation. Henry however managed to attend an academy,
which had been established at Fairfield, and subsequently
the medical college at that place, where he graduated in
1814. He immediately obtained a position as Assistant
Surgeon in the army, and repaired to Black Rock, and
Sacketts Harbor, to report for duty.

His regiment was the 25th Regiment of Regulars., He
crossed into Canada, and his first patient was Lient. Hale,
an old schoolmate who had received a severe wound, the
ball entering his shoulder, passing through one lung, and
making its exit on the opposite side of thebody, and whom
he had the satisfaction of seeing ultimately recover. Dr.
Greeneremained with the army about three months, march-
ing with it from Buffalo to Sacketts Harbor, and seeing
considerable hard service.

After the declaration of peace he went to New York,
and spent several months in the hospital. In 1816, he re-
moved to Esperance, in Schoharie county, where he re-
mained in the practice of his profession until his removal
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to Albany in 1828, Upon the organization of the Albany
Medical College, in 1839, Dr. Greene was appointed to the
chair of obstetrics, but lectured only for a single term.
He continued in the practice of his profession until his
health failed; he became subject to melancholy, and died
on the 12th of May, 1844, of paralysis, at the age of 54
years. Dr. Greene married Miss. JuliaIsham of Esperance.
by whom he had two sons. The eldest studied medicine
and became a druggist, but is now deceased. The younger
son studied law, and subsequently divinity. He became a
clergyman of the Episcopal church and was settled in Ra-
leigh, North Carolina, where he diedin 1858. Mrs. Greene,
died at Pittsborough, in January, 1864.

Dr. Greene was a man of great purity of character, and
enjoyed a large practice.

EDWARD AUGUSTUS LEONARD.

Edward Augustus Leonard was a son of Timothy Leon-
ard, of West Springfield, Massachusetts, and Mary Bald-
win, of Litchfield, Ct., and was born at Poughkeepsie, N. Y.,
on the 9th day of May, 1806. He received his academical
education under the direction of the Rev. Timothy Cooley,
D. D. of Granviile, Mass., and his medical diploma from
the Medical Institution of Yale College in 1827. He prac-
ticed first in Albany, subsequently in Rockville, Indiana,
and afterwards in Alexandria Parish Rapids, Louisiana.
He was devoted to his profession and resolute in the dis-
charge of its duties. On a visit to the north in 1832, he
assidiously visited the cholera hospitals in Albany, to fa-
miliarize himself with the disease; and its treatment, and
thus to qualify himself to meet it on his return. But the
disease made its appearance on the Ohio river boats, and
accompanied him on his homeward journey, where hisself-
possession, calmness and skill, very much contributed to
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diminish the danger as well as the alarm, which the new

scourge excited. He died of a congestive intermittent
fever, on a return: from Texas, at Cantonment Jessup, on
the 26th of August, 1837, at the age of thirty-one years.
Dr. Leonard left no record of his medical observations.
The comparatively short period of his practice, divided be«
tween three localities of widely different circumstances,
though undoubtedly favorable to observation, was not so
to writing. A brother of Dr. Leonard, a member of the
medical profession, resides in Lansingburg, N, Y. *

ISAAC HEMPSTEAD.

Isaac HHempstead, the son of Isaac Hempstead, who was
at one time sherift of Albany county, was born in Albany,
on the 8th of October, 1804. TIle received his license to
practice from the Albany County Medical Society,

e died Aungust 18th, 1852. He relinquished the prac-
tice of medicine several years before his death, and became
a clerk in the Chamberlain’s office in the city of Albany.

FRANCIS N. SELKIRK.

Francis N. Selkirk was the seventh of eight sons of
James Selkirk, a Scotchman who came to America just
before the beginning of the revolutionary war. Ie enlist-
ed as asoldierin the war, and after being engaged in seve-
ral battles was finally present atthe surrender of Cornwal-
lis, at Yorktown. After the close of the war he settled
as a farmer in Bethlehem, Albany county, where Francis
was born in October, 1809.

His professional studies were under the direction of Dr.
Joel A. Wing, and he received his license from the County
Medical Society, which he joined in 1829.

. % M. 8. of Dr. Leonard.

=, A



BroerarPHICAL SEETCHES. 325

Having friends in Texas, he was induced to seek his
fortune in that remote portion of the country. He accord-
ingly sailed with his wife in the Walter Scott, in the
autumn of 1838, for some port in Texas, but the vessel was
wrecked off of one of the Bahama islands. They were
fortunately taken from the wreck by another vessel a few
minutes before it went beneath the waves, to be lost in
the ocean. Everything was lostin the wreck. The ves-
sel was bound for New Orleans, where Dr. Selkirk arrived
without means to continue his journey. He abandoned
his enterprise and returned to New York. He was never
successfully established in his profession, and for a time
sought employment in other engagements. IHis health,
which was never vigorous, at length failed, and he died in
Albany in July, 1849, at the age of forty years.

SOLOMON LINCOLN.

Solomon Lincoln was examined before the censors of
the Medical Society of the State of New York, and re-
ceived his diploma in 1829. He opened an office at 264
North Market street, now Broadway, and near the Delavan
House. His name appears in the Directory of 1829, only.
During the year he joined the county Society. It isproba-
ble that he remained in the city but for one year, and
formed only few associations. He came to Albany from
Massachusetts.

ALVA W. ROCKWELL.

Alva W. Rockwell was born in Berkshire county, Massa-
cnusetts, on the 17th day of October, 1796, and began the
study of medicine at an early age with Dr. Taylor, the
physician in his native town, and attended lectures at the
Medical College in Fairfield, New York, and subsequently
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at the Berkshire medical school, where he received hig di-
ploma about the year 1820. He practiced a few years in
Goshen, Massschusetts, and then to lessen the amount of
physical labor which his health was unable to sustain, he
removed to the village of West Troy, in 1825. Here he
was pleasantly located and enjoyed a respectable practice,
and reputation, filling during the last few years of his life
the position of Post Burgeon at the United States arsenal,
inthat village. His death occurred on the 22d of February,
1837, at theage of forty years, having been seventeen years
in professional life. As a physician he was above the ava-
rage in ability, and yet without excelling in any particular
branch. His ecclesiastical relations were with the Reform-
ed Dutch church, of which he was a member. Dr. Rock-
well left a wife, two daughters and two sons.

OBADIAH CROSBY.

Obadiah Crosby was the sixth of seven sons of Obadiah
Crosby, a native of Putnam County, New York. Obadiah
was born in New Berlin, Chenango county, on the 5th day
of May, 1800. For a time he was engaged as a teacher of
a common school, and in 1828, taught the academy at
Ballston Springs, having meantime given his attention to
the study of medicine with Dr. St. John of that place. He
attended medical lectures in New York, in the winter of
1828. After coming to Albany to reside he became a
partner of Dr. Henry Greene, and united with the Society
in 1830.

Dr. Crosby was appointed Brigade Surgeon on the staff
of General Stephen Van Rensselaer. He was a gentleman
of attractive personal appearance, indeed regarded as hand-
some, and in military equipage when mounted, made a bril-
liant and ableofficer. On returning from a military review
in September, 1835, he was by some unfortunate circum-
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stance thrown from his horse and received an injury which,
though it appeared not serious at first, in its results began
to disturb his health. He was so much of an invalid that
in the autumn of 1837, his friends urged upon him the
importance of seeking the influence of a warmer climate,
and he accordingly went by way of Cincinnati, to New
Orleans, but without derivingthe desired benefit. Ile re-
turned the following spring and lingered until the 1st day
of July, 1838, when he died in the prime of manhood at
the age of thirty-eight years.

Dr. Crosby was upright and honorable in all the relations
of life, and many friends cherished him with an affection-
ate regard. He was a member of the Presbyterian church,
and lived within its pale a life of exemplary piety.

Dr. Crosby left a wife and one daughter. His brother
Alonzo Crosby is well known among the masonic frater-
nity of Albany, as tyler of the lodges.

DAVID McLACHLAN.

David McLachlan was born in Perthshire, Scotland, on
the 4th day of March, 1804. His medical education was
obtained at the University of Glasgow, where he received
his medical degree in February, 1829. Having determined
~ upon seekinghis fortunes in America, in May of the same
year he crossed the ocean, and made his residence in Al-
bany, where a large number of his Scotch friends were liv-
ing. He bceame a member of the Medical Society in
1830, and for a period of thirteen years, pursued the prac-
tice of his profession in this city. In February, 1839, he
was elected to the professorship of Materia Medica, in
the Albany Medical College, an institution then in its
infaney, and continued to discharge the duties of that
office until 1843, when they were relinquished in conse-
quence of his removal to Vienna, in Oswego county, where
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he continued somewhat in professional life until the period
of his death, which occurred on the 28th of October, 1858,
he being in the fifty-fifth year of his age.

ZINA W. LAY.

Zina W. Lay was born in Westbrook, Middlesex county,
Conn., on the 11th of May, 1787. He spent about three

years at the Academy in Saybrook. At the age of seven- .

teen, he went to Greenville, Greene county, N. Y., where
his relative Dr. John Ely resided, and became a pupil in
medicine with him, until he received a license to practice.

He married a daughter of Moses Smith, a wealthy citizen

in Chesterville, a village in the town of Westerlo, Albany

county, where he began his professional career. He re-
mained in Chesterville about thirteen years, when he re-
moved to Cooperstown, and resided for four years, and
thén returned to Westerlo. Ile took up his residence in
Albany, where he lived several years, devoting himself
more especially fo chronie diseases of the throat and lungs.

Subsequently he removed to Stillwater, in the county
of Saratoga, where he spent the remainder of hisdays. e
was a man of mild, pleasant manners, in ready sympathy
with the sick, who as readily reposed confidence in his judg-
ment and skill. The poor always found in him a kind
friend. He was an aetive member of the Presbyterian

church and interested in the religious welfare of the com- .

munity. He devoted largely of his means to sustain reli-
gious and charitable institutions.

Dr. Lay was thrice married. Ie was the father of five
children, all by his first wife, three of whom survive. One
of .his daughters is the wife of Dr. John Van Allen of
Bethlehem.

He died of disease of the heart at the age of sixty-eight,
on the fourth of March, 1855.

FS— Y
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LEWIS B. GREGORY.

Lewis B. Gregory was born in the city of Albany, on
the 4th day of June, 1808. He studied medicine with
Dr. Peter Wendell, and attended lectures at the College of
"Physicians'and Surgeons for the Western District, at Fair-
field, New York, where he probably graduated about the
year 1830. He practiced a few years at Canastota, and
then removed to Albany, where he died on the 1st day of
August, 1838, at the age of thirty years. Dr Gregory
was identified with the Methodist church, and lived and
died in its communion.

PALMER C. DORR.

Palmer Cady Dorr was the eldest son of Elisha Dorr, a
prominent merchant of Albany, who was born in the
county of New London, Connecticut. Palmer was born
in Albany, in the year 1797.

He was a pupil in medicine with Dr. Joel A. Wing, and
received a license from the Albany County Medical Society
in 1824, having previously attended medical lectures in
New York. He became amember of the Society in 1831,
and continued in relation with it until the period of his
death. :

Dr. Dorr practiced a few years in Chatham, Columbia
county, and subsequently in Albany, though his business
never became gery general. He died in this city on the
30th of July, 1840, at the age of forty-three years. Dr.
Dorr was never married. He was a man of considerable
talent, but lacked in mental discipline and industry to turn
it to the best account.

EDWARD WILLARD FORD.

Edward Willard Ford was the third and youngest son
of Thomas W. Ford, a native of New Jersey, born in the

b 42
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year 1781, and removed to Albany about 1797, where he
was a clerk for Daniel Hale, the former secretary of state,
and a prominent merchant of the city. He became a lead-
ing merchant, and married a daughter of Dr. Elias Willard.
To his eldest son he gave the name Daniel Hale; to the
younger, the subject of this notice, who was bornin the city
of Albany on the 17th of September, 1810, Edward Wil-
lard. At the age of nine years, he was sent to the Albany
Academy, where he remained until 1827, when he entered
the senior class of Union College, where he graduated in
1828, receiving the degree of Bachelor of Axrts.

Ie began the study of medicine with Dr. John James,
then a practitioner in Albany, and attended medical lect-
ures at the University of Pennsylvania, where he received
the degree of Doctor of Medicine on the 24th of March,
1831, before he was twenty-one yearsold. Upon his return
to Albany, he united with the Society, and for a few years
became engaged in his profession, but he devoted himself
more especially to the study of literature and the fine arts.
His habits were studious, and investigating, his informa-
tion general, correct and extensive, his library was com-
posed of a fine selection of English and classic authors.
He was a man of kind and genial nature.

His death occurred on the 18th of June, 1855, he being
in the forty-fifth year of his age.

JESSE HALLENBAKR:

Jesse Hallenbalke was the eldest son of Lawrence Hal-
enbake, and was born in the city of Albany, probably about
1808. He studied medicine, and was licensed by the
Medical Society of the State of New York, in 1831. For a
few years he was a partner of Dr. Francis N. Selkirk. Hll
regidence was at 104 Washington avenue.

In the summer of 1832, during the prevalence of the
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cholera, he wasactively engaged in taking care of the sick,
and when exhausted in the labor of the hospital to which
he was attached, he unhesitatingly and without fear of the
malady, lay down on the bed by his patient to rest, show-
ing a reckless indifference to the malady or any contagious
influence it might possess.

Dr. Hallenbake was aman of good personal appearance.
He removed to New Orleans about the year 1836, where
he resided for several years, and ultimately died of a dis-
ease that had proved the bane of his whole family—con-
sumption. His death occurred about the year 1846. His
immediate relatives are all dead, and the family records
were destroyed several years ago, so that itis impossible
now to fix the dates accurately.

Dr. Hallenbake was never married. A portrait of him,
painted just before his removal to New Orleans, is still
preserved in the family of his father's widow.

CARROL HUMPHREY.

Carrol Humphrey was the eldest son of Chauncey
Humphrey, a native of Connecticut, but who at an early
period of life became a resident of Albany. Carrol was
born in 1805. He pursued his literary studies at Union
College, where he was graduated as Bachelor of Arts in
1821. Shortly afterwards he began the study of medicine
with his uncle, Dr. Gideon Humphrey, and attended medical
lectures at the University of Pennsylvania, where he re-
ceived his medical degree. The advantages that wealth
affords were bestowed upon his education; a diligent and
careful student, he did not fail to improve them.

For two or three years he was a practitioner in Albany,
and was admitted to this Society in 1831. During the
prevalence of cholera in 1832, he was an active member of
the profession. He was an intelligent and careful physi-



332 BrograrHICAL SKETCHES.

cian, and prescribed with no inconsiderable skill. He was
regarded as a young man of high promise, with a symmet-
rical figure, an erect carriage, a clear brunette complexion,
a full black eye, a prompt easy manner. His appearance
was every way prepossessing, while his tastes were re-
fined and cultivated. After two or three years in the pro-
fession, partly in pursuit of health, and partly for the pur-
poses of travel and scientific studies, he sailed for the
East Indies as a surgeon of the Edward, of Fhiladelphia.
On board the vessel he met with a fall, and was so badly
injured, that he died in a few days after his arrival in Cal-
cutta, on the 21st of May, 1834.

JOSIAH W. LAY.

Josgiah 'W. Lay was born in the town of Westhrook,
Middlesex county, Connecticut, in the year 1791, being
about four years younger than his brother, Dr. Zina W.
Lay. He began the study of medicine under the direction
of his brother, which he subsequently continued with Dr.
John Ely, and attended medical lectures in New York in
the winter of 1814 and 15. He received his license from
the Medical Society of Greene County, in January 1816,
and commenced business in Princetown, Schenectady
county, in the autumn of 1818, having spent the period
intervening between his license and settlement at Prince-
town, with his brother Zina at Chesterville in this county.
In 1820 he removed to the town of Berne, and in June
1825, he took his residence to the town of Westerlo, where
he continued to practice until he was disabled by paralysis
about three years before his death.

Dr. Lay was a man of quiet, unostentatious habits, and
esteemed a good practitioner. He was greatly beloved by
the people of Westerlo, among whom he lived for thirty
seven years. Dr. Lay was the father of eight children,
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seven of whom are still living. He died on the 1st of
July, 1862, at the age of seventy-one years.

SAMUEL DICKSON.

Br 8. H. FREEMAN, M. D.

Samue] Dickson was born in the village of New Scot-
land, in the town of Bethlehem, (now Scotland) in the
County of Albany, on the 29th ot March, 1807.

His father, William Dickson, was by birth a Scotchman,
and when a boy entered the British Navy under the com-

mand of Admiral Cochrane, but soon after emigrated to
this country, and having acquired a competency at the

wheelright’s trade, he purchased a farm in the village of
New Scotland, where Dr. Dickson, his only son resided,
until the time of his decease, May 5th, 1858.

Dr Dickson pursued his academic studies under the in-
struction of the learned Dr O'Donnell, who formerly prac-
ticed medicine in this city. When sixteen years of age,
he entered the junior class in Union College, and gradu-
ated at that Institution, the youngest and one of the most
promising members of the class of 1825,

Soon after leaving college, he commenced the study of
medicine in this city, under the able instruction of Dr.
William Bay, and in May 1829, he received a diploma from
the Censors of the Medical Society of the State of New
York. The following autumn he commenced the practice
of medicine in his native town, and soon acquired the con-
fidence of the community and considerable reputation as
a judicious and skillful physician.

He became a member of this Society in Nov. 1834, and
largely contributed to the interest of its meetings when
professional engagements did not prevent his attendance,

In the autumn of 1856 he was elected to represent the
County of Albany in the 34th Congress of the United
States; and his integrity of character and unyielding firm-
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ness on all questions of principle and duty soon won for
him the respect of his associates. :

It was near the close of the first session that he met
with an accident, which, though at first apparently trivial
in itself, was ultimately the occasion of his death.

Theaccident occurred in his own room, during a tempo-
rary recess of the house, under the following circumstances:
being desirous of consulting a book in his library he hastily
arose from his chair, which he inadvertently overturned,
and in attempting to resume his seat without looking
around he fell with considerable force upon the floor.

From the concussion of the spine, occasioned by this
fall, he soon partially recovered so as to be able to resume
his seat in congress and afterwards to engage in his pro-
fessional labors tosome extent. But his strength gradually
declined, until within about three months of his decease,
when his lower extremities became completely paralyzed.

His mind however, remained clear and undisturbed, and
though conscious that his days on earth were numbered,
he was enabled to rejoice in the unfailing hope and conso-
lation which is alone imparted by a Christian faith. His
age was 51 years. '

BERNHERD SABATLIS.

Bernherd Sabalis came from Holland, smti spent about
four years in practice in Albany. He became a member
of the Society in 1834, and gained quite a large patronage
from the Dutch population. He removed to Schoharie
county, where he remained about four years longer, when
he returned to Holland. While in Albany he was associ-
ated with Dr. John Van Buren. Nothing is known of
him since his return to his own country. He left behind
him the reputation of an adventurer.
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NELSON L. HUNGERFORD.

Nelson L. Hungerford was a native of Swinton, Ver-
mont, and born in the year 1805. He began the study of
medicine with Dr. Alva Rockwell, of West Troy. e
was licensed in 1830, and became a partner in business
with his friend and preceptor. In 1837, upon the death
of Dr. Rockwell, he succeeded him as surgeon to the
United States Military Post, at the Watervliet arsenal.

In the spring of 1839, Dr. Hungerford made a pleasure
visit to the Falls of Niagara, and while listening to the
roar of the mighty waters, and surveying the magnificent,
awe inspiring spectacle, a portion of rock fell, by which he
was suddenly hurled to the frightful precipice below. In-
stantaneous as thought, he passed from the sublime ma-
jesty of the created, to the glorious presence of the Creator ;
from the admiration of His works, to the adoration of His
omnipotence! Awful andsublime transition! The event
occurred on the 29th of May, 1839 ; Dr. Hungerford being
at the age of thirty-four years. He was a member of the
Dutch Reformed church, and one of its consistory, a man
of exemplary life, and the future, in his profession, was
full of promise. Dr. Hungerford left no family.

JOHN VAN BUREN.

John Van Buren was the son of Daniel and Maria
(Schermerhorn) Van Buren, of Schodack Landing, in
Rensselaer county, where he was born, on the 14th of Jan-
uary, 1808. Iis father was a farmer, and the family of
Holland descent, having for several generations resided in
that county.

John was educated at the Kinderhook Academy, studied
medicine with Dr. Squires of Schodack, and attended medi-
cal lectures at the University, of the city of New York. He
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commenced practice at Castleton, in 1829, and four years
later removed to Schodack Landing, where he continued
one year, and then removed to Albany. The Dutch lan-
guage was his mother tongue, and it was the means of a
ready access to many of the Dutch population of the city,
with whom he enjoyed a favourable reputation, and to
whom he was at all times attentive and polite. Dr. Van
Buren’s habits and manners were rather eccentrie, but he
pursued a quiet, unobtrusive, diligent course of life, never
mingling with affairs outside of his own professional
sphere, His death occurred suddenly on the 24th of Feb-
ruary, 1856, at the age of forty-eight years. IIe made his
usual visits the morning previous to his death, in the ap-
parent accustomed health. :

Dr. Van Buren married a daughter of James Fenn, of
Canaan, Connecticut, in 1832, to whom he was devotedly
attached, and whose sudden death by cholera in 1849, was
the ocecasion of such deep grief, as for a time to unfit him
for business. He left one son, and one daughter.

DR. JOHN VAN ALSTYNE.

There is at present, only a single fact to record of Dr._
John Van Alstyne. He was for several years a diligent
practitioner, with an office on Hamilton street, near Green.
He joined the Society in 1839. e was overtaken by
pulmonary disease, but labored on until his strength was
exhausted. About 1844, in the hope of once more recu-
perating his strength, he took a sea voyage, but died, and
his remains were consigned to the ocean.

JOHN H. TROTTER.

John H. Trotter was the son of John Trotter, a promi-
nent citizen of Albany, who died at an advanced age, on
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the 81st of December, 1862. His mother was a danghter
of Dr. Elias Willard. John was born in Albany, on the
24th of June, 1813. He entered Union College, and was
graduated in 1833, and shortly after began the study of
medicine. Having been licensed, Dr. Trotter united with
the Medical Society, in 1837. For several years, and un-
til about 1850, Dr. Trotter was a practitioner in his native
city, when on account of ill health, he withdrew from pro-
fessional life. He died of pulmonary disease, on the 30th
December, 1861, at the age of forty-eight. Dr Trotter was
a man of rigid honesty, and integrity of character, strictly
upright in all the relations of life, and beloved for his so-
cial virtues.

OTIS JENKS.

Otis Jenks was the son of Nathaniel and Phebe Jenks,
and was born in the northern part of Vermont, near Can-
ada, on the 1st day of February, 1799. He studied medi-
cine, and in 1819 removed to Melbourne in Canada, where
he began the practice of medicine and surgery. In Au-
gust, 1829, in conformity with a law of the Province, he
went before a board of medical commissioners in Quebec,
for examination, and received license from the board. He
continued in practice at Melbourne, until the spring of
1839 Upon his departure he received the following note.

Melbourne, Canada East, April 30, 1839.
Dr. Otis Jenks:

Dear Sir—We the undersigned beg leave to address you
in terms expressive of our entire approbation and satisfac-
tion at the manner in which you have discharged your pro-
fessional duties among us, for the long period of twenty
years. We are firmly persuaded that you have thereby
won the affectionate regard of all who knew yon, and such
are the sentimentswe mean to evince to you by this address,
and we beg that the sincerity of our professions may plead

43 e
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a sufficient apology for what might be looked upon as an
intrusion.

‘We cannot, dear sir, in justice to our feelings, and outof
proper regard for your valuable services, allow you to re-
tire from among us, withoutconveying the highsentiments
of gratitude, felt towards you for the steady exertions, un-
ceasingly made by you for our welfare, as well as for the
disinterested and friendly intercourse you have kept up
towards us during your residence in this country. Ready
at all seasons and at all calls, whether from the rich, or the
poor, whether rewarded for your services on not, you have
indeed acquitted yourself worthy of your trust. The sin-
cere and deep respect which we feel at being separated
from you can onlybe alleviated by the confident hope that
your professional talents, your active exertions, your con-
sistent exemplary conduct on the distant field on which
you are about to enter may be rewarded in a manner alto-
gether suitable to your deserts. Fare you well, is the earn-
est prayer of each and all of us, and under the protection
of Almighty God, may the blessings of health, happiness.
and prosperity, attend you and yours.

Signed,

C. B. FrLeming, Protl. Min. St Ann's church.

Gro. M. Ross, Reclor St George’s chureh, Drumuville.
J. B. Svrry, Wesleyan Minister, Melbovrne.

D. Taomas, - Justice.

J. BRADLEY, L

D. WATHERSON, ¢

J. Tuompson, Lieul. Royal Navy.

JNo. AYLmMER, Capl. ¢

Dr. Jenks came to Albany January 16th, 1840, and re-
ceived a diploma from the Medical Society of the State of
New York. He continued to reside and practice in Albany
until failing health admonished him for a time to relin-
quish active duties. In 1845 he removed to Kenosha,
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‘Wisconsin, and continued his practice until 1853, when he
went to the neighboring city of Racine, where he died
from disease of the lungs, on the 9th of June, 1854, in the
fifty-fifth year of his age.

Dr. Jenks was an upright, honest man, greatly beloved
by his friends and patients, towards whom he acted with
conseciencious fidelity.

Dr. Jenksleft two sons, William Otis Jenks, who studied
medicine but is now a merchant in New York ecity, and
the Rev. George H. Jenks, a clergyman of the Episcopal
church in Wellsboro, Pennsylvania. A daughter married
Daniel Ullman, Esq. of Racine, Wisconsin.

JESSE SMITH.

Jesse Smith was born in that part of the old town of
Amenia, Dutchess Co., N. Y., now North East, on 5th
Qctober, 1780. He was the third son of Elijah Smith, a re-
spectable farmerof that town. Elijah Smith came to Amer-
ica before the revolution, as is believed, to what was
then known as Phillip's patent, in the south part of
Dutchess Co., now Putman Co., N. Y. He was an active,

‘industrious man, but like the great majority of farmers,
led mostly a quiet life on his farm, where he died many
years ago, having lived to be nearly 90 years of age. At
the breaking out of the revolution Elijah Smith was a cap-
tain in the militia, and during the Wwar was at times called
out to meet émergencies. At one time he with his com-
pany, was called into service at the burning of Danbury,
Ct. Beyond this, Elijah Smith lived a quiet life on his
farm, as a good citizen, holding no public office.

Jesse was one of five sons. In early life he attended
the ordinary country school of the neighbarhood, and after-
wards spent a considerable time at the classical academy
at Sharon, Litchfield Co., Ct. In this way he acquired a
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good English education, adding thereto a fair knowledge
ofthe Latin language. After leaving Sharon he began the
study of medicine with Dr. Cyrenus Crosby, then practic-
ing in Amenia. He continued this study with Dr. Crosby
for four years, during the last year assisting Dr. Crosby
in his practice. .
Dr. Smith settled in Coeymans, Albany Co., about the
-beginning of the year 1802. The only license to Dr. 8.
that can be found, is dated July 27th, 1806. This license
is given by Hon. Elisha Barlow, one of the judges of the
court of common pleas of the county of Dutchess, in ac-
cordance with a law of New York of April 4th, 1801, and
is headed with a certificate of Dr. Crosby that Dr. 8. had
studied with him for four years. This diserepancy of
dates cannot be accounted for in any way than by suppos-
ing that Dr. 8. practiced his profession a considerable time
before taking out his license. IHe had undoubtedly stud-
ied his regular time, four years before coming to Coey-
mans. His first patient in Coeymans, was the late Andrew
‘Whitbeck, then a young man, whose son John B. Whit-
beck afterwards married the Doctor’s second daughter.
An incident in connexion with this patient occurred small
in itself, but one which made a lasting impression on the
Doctor’s mind, and which he often related in the latter
days of his life. Immediately after the recovery of the pa-
tient, his father, calling on the doctor, asked for his bill.
This request, coming so soon after his professional visits,
alarmed the doctor, for fear that he had not* given satisfac-
tion. The father being a prominentand influential citizen,
it was important to the young physician that he should
have his good opinion and activ einfluence. He partly
said to Mr. W. that he hoped he had not called so soon
for his bill, because of any dissatisfaction. The old gen-
tleman’s reply was “No Doctor you are a young man,
just commencing practice, and I suppose cannot conven-
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iently wait a long time for your money, therefore I come
to pay you now.” This kind thoughtfulness of Peter
‘Whitbeck was not forgotten by the Doctor to the last day
of his life.

On the 30th October, 1810, Dr. Smith married Elizabeth,
daughter of Casparus Ackerman, at that time an active,
thriving farmer and business man of Coeymans. Muis. S.
still survives her husband, being now (1864) in the 82d
year of her age, and possessing remarkable mental and
physical activity. Of this marriage there were five chil-
dren, all still living. Platt A. Smith, residing at the
homestead, Coeymans, Charles Smith a farmer of Oneida,
N. Y., Jasper Smith late consul at San Juan, Porta Rico,
and now in the department of state at Washington, D. C.,
Eveline wife of Dr. F. G. Mosher, Coeymans, and Hannah
wife of John B. Whitbeck, Coxsackiem Of his sons, none
studied medicine ; one, Jasper, studied law, but abandoned
practice some years ago. .

Soon after his marriage Dr. 8. purchased the place on
which his family still reside. . It was one of the pleasures
of his life to cultivate and adorn this place. He had great
taste for rural life, and had an especial fancy for the culti-
vation of choice fruits. At this, his chosen residence, he
surrounded himself with all the comforts of a country house.

Dr. Smith, though a man of decided political ideas, was
not an active politician. In the year 1816, he was a mem-
ber of assembly, together with Michael Freligh, John J.
Ostrander, and John Schooleraft, to represent the county
of Albany in the legislature. This was the only time that
he was a candidate for publicoffice. The experience of one
year seemed, fortunately, to satisfy his desires in that di-
rection.

Dr. Smith continued to live and practice his profession
in Coeymans until the 10th April, 1841, nearly 40 years
when he died of an attack of inflammation of the lungs.
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During the last years of his life he gave much attention
to farming. As he grew older he seemed more and more
inclined to give up the practice of his profession, so ardu-
ous in the country, and devote himself to rural pursuits.

Dr. Smith was a man of active, industrious habits, was
affable and agreeable in conversation and took much in-
terest in all matters of neighborhood or of public interest.
Iis taste for reading acquired in youth, never forsook him.
It was to him a never ending source of pleasure. IHe was
a man of strictly temperate habits and of high moral char-
acter, but in no respect an ascetic in his ideas or habits.

As a business man he was careful and painstaking, hus-
banding well his resources. Ie accumulated property
gradually, by slow degrees, never risking anything in
hazardous speculations. In this way he was able to leave
to his family a comfortable estate, as also pleasant remem-
brances of his many virtues.

PATRICK GANNON.

Patrick Gannon was born in Queens county, Ireland,
in 1780. His father was a man of wealth, and respected
in the neighborhood in which he resided,

The family were from time immemorial Roman Catho-
lics. The doctor himself was educated with reference to
the ministry in the Romish church. His early years were
spent at an academy in Kilkenny ; he was subsequently
transferred to Trinity College Dublin, where he completed
his education. He came to the United States of America
in the year 1800, intending to spend his life here as a
priest in the church of his fathers. On his arrival, instead
of entering the ministry he engaged in teaching a school
in the city of New York for one year. At the expiration
of the year, he made up his mind to enter the medical pro
fession andin 1802, commenced his studies with Dr. Broad-
head of Columbia county, where he remained one year,
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and returned to New York where he studied three years,
enjoying some of the best advantages which the country at
that time offorded. He commenced practice in Brunswick,
Rensselaer county, where he soon acquired an excellent
reputation.

In 1810 he renounced the religion in which he had been
educated. In the year 1815, he removed to Schoharie
county, where he settled upon a farm, at the same time
continuing his medical practice. Here he remained until
his removal, in 1833, to the city of Albany, wherehe passed
the evening of his life. Until about two years previous to
his decease, which occurred on the first of February, 1834,
Dr. Gannon enjoyed good health, and attended to all his
professional and other duties. At that time he was the
subject of a partial paralysis, from whtch he never fully re-
covered ; hisfaculties were but slightly touched byit. About
a fortnight previous to his decease he had another stroke
of paralysis, which proved the immediate cause of his death.
He died in the seventy-fourth year of his age.

Dr. Gannon was married in 1806, to Miss Huddleston,
of Clermont, Columbia county, with whom he lived forty-
eight years in the utmost conjugal affection and harmony.
He died leaving her a childless widow to mourn the loss
of one of the best of husbands.

Dr. Gannon was an excellent man, of good sense, and
was far more highly educated than was generally supposed.
e was eminently prudent and considerate in all his inter-
course, and never needlessly gave offence to anybody ; mod-
est, and more ready to yield than to claim precedence. In
his professional capacity he was greatly respected, and du-
ring his residence in the country he had an extended and
profitable practice. He was amember of the Presbyterian
church, aconstant and devout commnicant.

He made his will previous to his decease, in which after
providing liberally for his wife, relatives and friends, he
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bequeathed legacies to several of the clergymen of the
city. To his own pastor one hundred and seventy-five
dollars, and to another fifty dollars; to eight more thirty-
five dollars each; to two others twenty-five dollars each ;
to his pastor while he was living in Schoharie seventy-five
dollars; to the poor of the congregation with whom he
worshipped in the city of Albany, one thousand dollars, to
be placed at interest, payable annually, and distributed
among the poor once a year, in such sums not exceeding
twelve dollars, to any one person, as the distributors in
their diseretion may deem best calculated to do the most
gqod. To the poor of the third and fourth Presbyterian
churches, of the Bethel church, and of the North Pearl
street Methodist church in the city of Albany, twenty-
five dollars to each'of said churches. To the American
Home Missionary Society, to the Board of Foreign Mis-
gions, and to the American Bible Society, each one hun-
dred dollars; to the Theological Seminaries at Princeton,
and New Brunswick, state of New Jersey, and to the
Union Theological Seminary New York city, each three
hundred and fifty dollars, equal to one thousand and fifty
dollars ; to the trustees of the Albany Academy, one hun-
dred and fifty dollars, the interest of which was to be
annually devoted to the purchase of a gold medal to be
awarded at each annual examination to the student who
has made the greatest proficiency in mathematies and
natural philosophy. To the Young Men’s Association in
the city of Albany, fifty dollars; to the Apprentices Li-
brary, fifty dollars; to the poor of the town of Brunswick,
Rensselaer county, and the town of Cobleskill in the
county of Schoharie, seventy-five dollars each, to be distrib-
tued by the supervisor of each of said towns, and to several
of the physicians of Albany, with whom he had been inti-
mate associates, each the sum of twenty-five dollars. The
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catholie liberality of Dr. Gannon’s heart and spirit, his
good will towards all men is displayed in his bequests.
For these items I am indebted to his executor, Christopher
Y. Lansing, Esq.

EDWIN JAMES.

Edwin James was the youngest of ten sons of Deacon
Daniel James, a native of Rhode Island, who settled in
Stockbridge, Mass., and afterwards in Vermont. Edwin
was born in Weybridge, Addison county, Vermont, in
August, 1798. He graduated at Middlebury College at
an early age, and came to Albany to study medicine with
his brother Dr. Daniel James, who is noticed in these
pages. He was meanwhile, a diligent student in the natu-
ral sciences, and entered with zeal into scientific pursuits.
His talents were such, and his attainments, that at an early
age he was brought to the attention of scientific men, and
onrecommendation of Dr. Torrey, and Hon. Smith Thomp-
son, Secretary of Navy, and more recently, Justice of the
Supreme Court of the United States, he was appointed by
Mzr. Calhoun, Secretary of War, botanist and geologist to
Major Long’s expedition to the Rocky mountains. He
was searcely twenty-one years of age. Dr. James left St.
Louis to join the expedition on 4th day of May, 1820, in
company with Major Long, and Capt. John R. Bell of the
army, and traveled on horseback twenty-four days, until
they reached the point on the Missouri in Nebraska Ter-
ritory, afew miles above the place where Omaha city now
stands. The expedition was composed of twenty persons,
and on the 6th of June, they all started for the sources of
the Platte river, and after six weeks journeying, and novel
adventure, they reached the chasm where the river issues
from the mountains. They visited what the accomplished
explorer Pike, had supposed the highest spur of the Rocky
mountains, and which bears his name, and also a summit

44
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that had been reported as inaccessible, for the peak that
Pike ascended, was eight or ten miles south of this, a
much less elevation, and wooded to the top. Love of ad-
venture and courageous enterprise, were combined in Dr.
James, and on the 13th and 14th of July, a detachment of
the party under his direction made the ascent. On the
15th day of July, 1820, Major Long records as follows:
“From information derived from the Indians and hunters,
ag also from the account given by Pike, relative tothispeak,
it appears that no person, either civilized or savage, has
ever ascended to its summit, and that the ascent was
deemed utterly impracticable. Dr. James having aceom-
plished this difficult and laborious task, I have thought it
proper to call the peak after his name, as a compliment
to which his zeal and perseverance, together with the
glkillful attention with which he has examined its charac-
ter and productions, give him the fairest claim. Pike has
indeed, given us notice that there is such a peak, but he
only saw it at a distance ; the unfortunate circumstances
under which he came into its neighborhood, prevented
him from ariving at its base.”

The expedition divided, and Major Long and Dr. James
intended to go to the sources of the Red river, but misled
by Indians, they went to Fort Smith, where they arrived
on the 18th of September, having been in the wilderness
and among the Indians for three months and six days;
-gubsisting on game, horse flesh, and such other fare as
they could secure. The information gained, and the con-
tributions to the botany, natural history and geology of
the country, were honorable to the explorers, acceptable to
the country, and cordially welcomed by men of science,
both in America and Europe.

Dr. James prepared a digest of the various reports, and
a history of the expedition, which was published in Len-
don under the following title: ‘“Account of an Expedi-
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tion from Pittsburgh to the Rocky Mountains, performed
in the years 1819, 1820, by order of John C. Calhoun, Sec-
retary of War. Under the command of Major S. H. Long
of the U. 8. Topographical Engineers, compiled from the
notes of Major Long, Mr. T. Say, and other gentlemen of
the party, by Edwin James, Botanist and Geologist to the
expedition. In three volumes, London, 1823, pp. 344,
856, 347. The work is dedicated to John C. Calhoun.

Dr. James gave name to the Ozark mountains, calling
them after an almost extinet tribe of Indians.

Dr. James was subsequently appointed a Surgeon in
the United States army, and was alternately stationed at
Sault St. Marie, and at the Military Post in Watervliet,
near Albany. It was probably while residing here, that
he united with the Medical Society. He was not the man
to be idle at a post where there was but little labor, and
he accordingly translated the New Testament into the Chip-
pewa language, under the title of Kekitchemanitomenahn,
Gahbemahjeinnunk Jesus Christ Otoashke Waweveendum-
mahgawin. Albany, Packard and Van Benthuysen, 1833.
He also published the life of John Tanner, a lad who was
stolen by the Indians in Ohio, and found thirty years after-
wards in the Red River country.

Dr. James resigned his position in the army, and became
associated for a time with Mr. Edward C. Delavan, in con-
ducting a journal devoted to the cause of temperance,
but dissenting from some of the leading advocates of that
reform, he relinquished his connexion with the journal
about 1836, and concluded to make 3 home in the far
west. About 1837, he received from the government the
appointment of Indian agent, and for a time resided among
the Osage Indians, in Western Missouri, but in endeavor-
ing to exclude whisky from the country, he encountered
fierce opposition from the traders, and was the subject, in
consequence, of s0 many annoyances that he was glad to
resign the agency. He then returned to a place near Bur-
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lington, in Towa, where he had selected a home, and took
up his residence.

From this time forward, a change seems to have come
over the mental habits of Dr. James. He courted retire-
ment, and sought to avoid observation ; his manners and
his dress became singular and eccentric. He discarded
confidents, and unbosomed his thoughts to none. He ap-
peared distrustful of others, cold as the mountains, and
impenetrable as the wilderness he had explored ; and he
assumed an Indian fortitude and stoicism. And from this
change, he became in matters of polities, ultra radical, and
uncompromising, and especially on the subject of slavery,
where he was an unconditional abolitionist. Ile showed
great kindness to some poor Danish Mormons, who settled
in his neighborhood, giving them employment, and in-
struetion in the English language.

In early life, Dr. James united with the Presbyterian
church, but subsequently changed his relation to the Bap-
tist, and later in his life his mind became greatly unsettled
in religious faith. It is but charitable to believe in a re-
view of his conduct and opinions in the last years of his
life, that his eecentricity arose from a morbid condition,
that approached “a mind diseased.”

Encountering for years the dangers of adventure in the
dark forests, among the rocks and rivers of the great west,
and among wily Indians, Dr. James was at last to meet,
within sight of his own door, an accidental death.* He
fell from a load of wood, as the wagon descended a small
pitch of ground, and the wheels passed over his chest, and
he died three days afterwards, on the 28th of October, 1861,
at the age of sixty-three years.

# Most of the facts of the foregoing sketch, were from a Burlington, lowa,
paper, noticing the death of Dr. James., *
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AMMOND HAMMOND.

Ammond Hammond was a son of Benoni G. Hammond,
and was born in the town of Hope, Montgomery county,
(now Hamilton) on the 29th December, 1803. At the age
of seventeen he taught a common school, and subsequently
began to study medicine with Dr. Mitchell, of Northville,
with whom he remained for three years, and attended two
courses of lecturesat the-InstitutiGn, at Castleton, Vermont.
After having practiced in West Troy for one year, he went
to New York in 1828, and attended another course of
lectures. He returned to West Troy and engaged in pro-
fessional life, which he continued without intermission
almost up to the hour of his death, which occurred in
the midst of his usefulness, from cholera, on the 21st day
of July, 1849. A brother of Dr. Hammond, who was a
student withhim, died from a dissecting wound a few years
previously. Dr. Hammond was twice married, his second
wife was a daughter of Isaac Marks, Esq., of Watervliet.
He was a member of the Methodist Episcopal church, an
upright and useful man, enjoying the respect and esteem
of the public.

: TEN EYCK GANSEVOORT.

Ten Eyck Gansevoort was the youngest son of Con-
rad Gansevoort, of Albany. He was born, however, in
Minden, Montgomery county, N. Y., on the 5th of Janu-
ary, 1803. He was educated at Union College, and gradu-
ated with some distinetion as a scholar, in 1822, He pres
ently commenced the study of medicine in the office of
Dr. Charles D. Townsend, and was gradunated in medicine
at the University of Pennsylvania, in 1825. For a number
of years he pursued his profession in this city, and became
a member of this Society. Subsequently he removed to
Bath, in the county of Steuben, where he rose to a pro-
minent rank as a physician and surgeon ; throughout the
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county his services were widely sought. As an operator
in surgery he had a considerable degree of skill. Dr.
Gansevoort had a well balanced mind, a correct judgment,
and a good knowledge of medical literature. There was
no rashness, or love of novelty in him, and he was consid-
ered emphatically a safe and reliable practitioner. DBut
there is nothing so attractive in the physical labors, men-
tal anxieties, and professional responsibilities of a physician
as to lead men willingly to assume them. Necessity is the
strongest motive to such duties. In a new and mountain-
ous country, greatfatigue and exposure is inseparable from
the practice of medicine ; and possessed of a comfortable
fortune, Dr. Gansevoort very naturally began to limit his
professional duties tothe ecirele of his relatives and friends;
meanwhile he became largely interested in merecantile and
other business operations. Thus, with health hitherto un-
interrupted, and everything around him by which to make
his life useful and desirable, in September, 1843, he was
attacked with Typhus fever; the disease advanced to a fatal
termination. Hehad not quite completed his fortieth year.

A member of the Steuben county bar says of him :
« By the liberality and generosity of his conduct towards
allwith whom he had associations, and which were marked
traits of his character; byhis probity as a citizen, the sim-
plicity of his manners, his kindness of heart and many
amiable virtues, Dr. Gansevoort won the regard of all who
knew him.”

DAVID MARTIN.
David Martin was born in Argyle, Washington county,

N. Y., on the 14th of May, 1800, His father was a farmer

who had early settled in that county; David being his
seventh son. ]-_[avihg prosecuted his studies at an acade-
my in his native county, he removed to Albany in 1824,
where he pursued the study of the languages with a
brother, who was pastor of the Associate Presbyterian

e . i
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church 1 this city. He was a pupil in medicine with
Dr. James MeNaughton, and received his medical degree
at the Fairfield Medical College (N. Y.), in January 1828,
Until 1836 he practiced in Hebron, N. Y. He then re-
moved to Albany, where he resided until the period of
his dgath, which was occasioned by hemorrhage from the
lungs, while on a visit to his brother in his native town,
on May 21st, 1853.

Dr. Martin was twice alms house physician. He gained
a very extensive practice, and the duties incident to it
were faithfully discharged.

He was an elder in the Associate Presbyterian church, of
which his brother was pastor, and his daily life was in

worthy exemplification of the faith and doctrine he pro-
fessed.

CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS GRIFFIN.

Christopher Columbus Griffin was born in Albany, on
the 30th of August, 1815. His father was John Griffin
a mechanic, who was likewise a native of Albany. He
became a pupil at the Albany Academy in 1830, where he
remained for several years, when he began the study of
medicine. He received a license from the Albany County
Medical Society, about the year 1843, and became a
member of the Society in 1845, and for a time held the
office of Librarian.

He served a short time as a private in the cavalry ser-
vice of the army, but his health was insufficient for such
severe duties, and he obtained a discharge from the service.

Dr. Griffin possessed neither the genius nor the educa-
tion for the medical profession, at the same time he lacked
the ability to plan, and the force of character to execute;

as a consequence his professional life proved nothing more
than a series of failures, and his occasional intemperance

frustrated all his good intentions. He was generous, kind-
hearted, and was without enemies. He was reasonably
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well versed in literature, and spent considerable time in
reading, to the neglect of every more pressing duty; but
he seems to have had no faculty for making a practical use
of the knowledge thus acquired. He was likewise fond of
the drama, and appreciated its beauties. His life termi-
nated suddenly at Toledo, Ohio, on the 3d of July, 1856,
at the age of forty-one years.

ISATAH BREAKEY.

Isaiah Breakey was born in the town of Ballibay, county
of Monehan, Ireland. There are no records in this country
to fix the day of this event, but judging from others that
are perfectly accurate, it must have occurred about the year
1789. His father was James Breakey, an Irish gentleman

residing upon his estates, where his mansion was known as

Thorn Hill.

In cireumstances of such affluence he could well afford
to give his son the advantages of a liberal education, and he
was sentto Trinity College, Dublin, where he received his
Masters degree in Arts. Iaving subsequently decided to
study medicine, he was duly apprenticed to an apothecary
in Dublin in the year 1814. During the two years follow-
ing he attended the medical lectures at the Royal College
of Surgeons in Dublin, and became a licentiate in medicine
and surgery agreeably to the regulations of that institution.

Dr. Breakey was devotedly attached to his mother, and
remained in Ireland until after her death, when he yielded
to the spirit of enterprise, and sought his fortunes on this
gide of the Atlantic. Ie remained in New York after his
arrival in America for more than a year, and then by some
circumstance in 1821, ecame to the village of Greenbush
opposite Albany, and took his abode, and engaged in his
professional calling. IIe united with the Rensselaer
County Medical Society in 1830. Several of his intimate
friends were about to engage in business in New Orleans;



BroGRAPHICAL SEETCHES. 353

and Dr. Breakey was induced to join them, and accordingly
removed to New Orleans, and while there he suffered from
yellow fever. He returned again to Greenbush, where he
continued to reside for the most of his life; a little time be-
fore his death he had taken his residence in .&_lha.ny and
united with the Medical Society.

Dr. Breakey had a large library of standard literature,
and spent a considerable portion of his time in literary
reading. e wasa good classical scholar with cultivated
tastes, fond of society and of musie, agreeable and intelli-
gent in conversation, greatly interested in the cause of ed-
ucation, of generous, catholic sentiments, kind to the poor
and always ready to befriend his countrymen, whose mis-
fortunes came under his notice. Dr. Breakey was strongly
attached to his profession, thongh he was temporarily in-
duced to enter into business life.

Before he left his native land, he had established his ec-
clesiastical relations with the Presbyterian church, and
they were renewed in thehome of his adoption, where he
lived a consistent member of its communion.

Dr. Breakey contracted the disease which terminated his
life, in an act of unostentatious philanthropy. Some emi-
grants, whom he found in the street, were ill with ship fever
and in destitute circnmstances. Dr. Breakey provided for
them, and bestowed upon them medical attendance; and in
rendering this willingly gratuitous service, he became sub-
ject of the malady of which he died on the 30th January,
1848, He received during his illness faithful attendance
from his friends Drs. Cogswell and Boyd.

The wife of Dr. Breakey was a daughter of Benjamin
Aikin, Esq., of Greenbush. Two children survive him.
Benjamin A, Breakey a merchant in Chicago, and the wife
of Dr. Alfred Watkyns of Troy.

45
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HENRY BARNARD McHARG.

Henry Barnard McHarg, a son of Alexander McHarg,
was born in Albany on the 22d day of October, 1826.
He was a pupil at the Albany Academy in 1837. He re-
ceived his diploma at the Albany Medical College, in
1847, and had little more than completed his studies when
his health began to fail, and he died of consumption on
the 17th of July, 1848, at the age of twenty-two years.
He was a young man of exemplary Christian life, and met
death in the exercise of Christian faith. He was a nephew
of Henry Barnard Hallenbake, hitherto noticed, and died
of the same hereditary disease.

PAUL TODD TABER.

Paul Todd Taber was an only son of Azor Taber, a
member of the Albany bar, and a gentleman of distin-
guished legal attainments, who, having occupied a promi-
nent position in his profession, and served as state senator
in 1852 and 53, died at the residence of his danghter, near
Albany, June 10, 1858,

Paul was born in Knox, the native town of his father,
and where he then resided, on the 9th of February, 1827.
He bore the name of his maternal grandfather, General
Paul Todd, a prominent citizen of Knox.

In 1839, Mr. Taber having removed to Albany, Paul
entered the Albany Academy, where he remained for seve-
ral years, and until he began the study of rmedicine with
Dr. Armsby. He attended lectures at the Albany Medi-
cal College, where he gradunated at the summer, examina-
tion in 1848.

He opened an office in the city, and joined the Society at
its anunal meeting in 1848. After practicing a short time
he started with a party of friends, several of whom were
fellow graduates, by the overland route for California,
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towards which place thousands of enterprising young men
were being allured. A slight illness detained him at
St. Josephs, Missouri, where his companions left him.
During his sojourn there, he was so impressed with the
facilities the state afforded for the success of a young
physician, that he soon opened an office at Rock House
Prairie, a small place in the vicinity of St. Josephs. After
a few years of very successful practice, he was taken ill
and died of pneumonia on his twenty fifth birth day, Feb.
9, 1851; leaving a wife to whom he had been but a few
months married. One daughter, Julia Pauline, survives
him.

Dr. Taber passsd away in the commencement of a career
that promised to be one of honorable usefulness, and
where his position in a new country, would have soon

given to him a leading influence.

ABRAHAM H. McKOWN.

Abraham H. McKown was the third son of Johu and
Catharine McKown, and was born in the town of Guilder-.
land, about four miles west of the city of Albany, on the
1st day of August, 1820. Having obtained a common
. sehool education, he began the study of medicine under
the direction of Dr. Jonathan Eights, and attended lect-
ures at the Albany Medical College, where he graduated,
in 1845. Dr. McKown went to the city of New York for
the purpose of establishing himself in his profession, but
he returned to his native town, where he practiced for two
or three years. At the time of his death, which occurred
suddenly, he was residing in Albany. The event took
place on the 15th of February, 1853, when he was in his
thirty-third year.
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JACOB REINHART.

Jacob Reinhart was born in the Duchy of Baden, in
the year 1825. His medical studies were pursued at the
University of Heidleburgh and Gottingen, where having
passed his examinations, he was admitted to the degree of
medicine, in 1847.  His political sentiments were strongly
republican, and he became a participator in the Revolu-
tion against the Duke, in 1848. What punishment he
received for his conduct in his own country, it is now im-
possible to determine, but he received confiscation and
banishment in 1849. Soon after reaching America, he
came to Albany, being then only twenty-four years of age,
and began the practice of his profession. His talents
were of a high order, and his accomplishments what
might have been expected of a rigid German student.
He was well versed in anatomy and pathology. In a few
years he acquired a large practice among the German pop-
ulation, and seemed to enjoy their full confidence, as he
was in habits and manners, of their full nationality. His
influence among the Germans was very great. Dr. Rein-
hart often made from twenty to thirty visits daily; rising
early, and pursuing his labors on foot, over the outskirts
of the city, in which a favorite little dog was usually his
faithful attendant.

His habits were not such as to ensure long life, and he
died suddenly, on the 15th of October, 1860, at the age of
thirty-five years.

THOMAS HARMON NEELEY.

Thomas Harmon Neeley, the son of Harmon Neeley,
was born in Fairfield, Herkimer Co., New York, (where
his father still resides,) on the 21st day of December, 1826.
He was a pupil in medicine of Dr. John Swinburne, at-
tended lectures at the Albany Medical College, and re-
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ceived his degree in medicine from that institution, in
1849. Dr. Neecley at once opened an office in Albany;
and began his professional career, with every reasonable
prospect of success, but his life was suddenly terminated
on the 16th of June, 1851. A typhoid fever was prevail-
ing at the Albany Alms-House, of which Dr. Swinburne
was at that time the physician. By his frequent visits to
the institution, Dr. Bwinburne became impregnated with
the poison and suffered severe prostration, narrowly escap-
ing death. Dr. Neeley was apparently in the vigor of
bealth, and made but one visit to the Alms House. In
this single visit he probably received the poison which de-
veloped typhoid fever, of which he died.

A younger brother, Dr. Nelson Nee]ey,' graduated at
the Albany Medical College, in 1854, and entered the
military service of the United States, as Assistant Sur-
geon of the 57th Regiment of the New York State Vol-
unteers.

HENRY T. SPENCER.

Henry T. Spencer was a son of the Hon. Joshua A. Spen-
cer of Utica, N. Y., a gentleman of vigorous intellect, of
large literary attainments, who acquired great distinction
as an eloquent advocate, and profound jurist, and who
died at Utica, in 1857, at the age of seventy-seven years.

Henry was born in Lenox, Madison county, New York,
on the 30th of October, 1826. After suitable preparation
he entered Hamilton College, where he was graduated in
1847. Bhortly afterward he began the study of medicine
with his relative, Dr. T. Rush Spencer, of Geneva ; but his
brother-in-law, the Rev. Dr. Kennedy, residing in Albany,
he came to this city, where he entered the office of Dr.
Hun, and the winter ensuing he attended the lectures at the
Albany Medical College. Beforethe close of the term, an
opportunity not easily to be resisted presented, and he
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went with Messrs. Campbell, of Albany, civil engineers,
4o Chili, South America, as surgeon to arail road company.
He was absent on this attractive expedition for two years;
an expedition full of novel interests, caleulated to develop
self-reliance, and a knowledge of the world ; alike import-
antto the'success ofthe professionalnovice. Itwasnotthere-
fore until 1852, that he received his degree from the Al-
bany Medical College. Having spent six months as interne
at the Albany Hospital, he began practice in the city.
In 1854, he was appointed physician to the alms house, a
position he held until flattering inducements occurred, that
oceasioned his removal to Bloomington, Illinois. Two
years later, in 1857, he removed to Palmyra, in his native
state. When the war broke out his name was placed on
the list of surgeons for a commission, but for some reason,
he never entered the service. In the winter of 1861, by
the occurrence ofa fall, by which the back of his head struck
a stone step, he suffered a partial paralysis, and in hopes
of benefiting his health thus impaired, in December, 1862,
he took a voyage to Liverpool, on board the Manhattan—
since which he has never been heard from. After waiting
some weeks for news of the vessel, letters were addressed to
the mayor of Liverpool, and to the banking house through
which remittances had been made, and from both replies
were received. One stated that Dr. Spencer was enrolled
as surgeon of the ship, and had sailed with her; the other
party stated that Dr. Spencer appeared at the office of
the constable of Liverpool, and signed articles of agree-
ment to serve as surgeon of the vessel. The vessel in due
time left Liverpool, for New York, but nothing has ever
been heard of her crew, or of her passengers. The conject-
are is that, the Manhattan struck an iceberg, and went
to the bottom with all on board.

Dr. Spencer was a noble fellow, open, generous, manly ;
a splendid scholar, an expert surgeon, askillful physician,
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a gincere friend. While he resided in Albany, I knew
him as an intimate friend, and can add a sincere and grate-
ful testimony to his worth and virtues. His position in
his profession was honorable, and the prospects of none,
more flattering.

FREDERICK C. ADAMS.

Frederick C. Adams was a son of the Hon. John Adams
of Catskill. John Adams was a native of that town, and
there he spent the most of his life, a lawyer oecupying a
prominent position at the bar, a man of industry and ar-
dent devotion to his profession, a leader in the courts of
his circuit, oeccupying severally, the positions of surrogate,
member of congress, and of the state legislature, a Na-
tional Democrat, exercising an important influence in con-
vention and in the party, a father tenderly devoted to
his children, who was solicitous for their welfare, and who
died full of years and full of honors, in 1854. Such was
Mr. Adams.

Frederick was born on the 25th of May, 1823. His
mother died in 1837. She was a woman of many virtues,
who led alife of unobtrusive kindness, affection and good
works ; exemplifying the doctrine of the cross in faith and
duty.

Frederick pursued his studies at Catskill, until he was
fitted for, and entered Williams College, where he con-
tinued until his health failed. Subsequently he entered
Union College, and graduated in 1843. His sisters were,
one the wife of Edwin Crowswell Esq., and the other the
wife of the late Sherman Croswell Esq., formerly both of
Albany; with the latter he came to reside, and began the
study of medicine with Dr. Alden March, whose ready
and accomplished student assistant he became, both in his
private surgical practice, and in his cliniques, winning at
the same time, the esteem and friendship of his fellow stu-



360 BIoGRAPHICAL SEETCHES.

dents. He brought the patients before the class, with a
cheerfulness that tended to make them forget that they
were about to suffer, and his aid was rendered with rapid
and easy movements, while he was ever thoughtful for the
patient, and to obtain a position that could not inconven-
ience those who desired to witness the operations. e
graduated at the Albany Medical College in January,
1847. On the 29th of April following, Dr. Adams mar-
ried Mary, daughter of Marcus T. Reynolds Esq., and im-
mediately removed to Catskill, where he began practice.
Here, and in the surrounding country, he engaged in ac-
tive business, which he continued until 1852, when the la-
bor incident to it began to wear upon his constitution,
never very vigorous. He accepted a position as Surgeon,
on the Mail Steamer Illinois, running to Panama. His
health was so much better on the ocean, that he continued
in this gervice for two or three years, being in the mean-
. time transferred to the Ohio and Empire City. Several of
the trips were made to New Orleans. The position was
atone time relinquished on account of an attack of Chagres
fever. He removed to Albany in 1853. His health had
already suffered, and unmistakable evidence of pulmonary
disease began to be manifest.

In June, 1860, in order to again avail himself of the bene-
fits of an ocean voyage he sailed for England, visited Lon-
don, and some of the rural districts in England. He spent
a short time in Paris, and returned home after a few months
temporarily benefited. The two or three subsequent years
were passed quietly, husbanding his gradually waning
strength ; the summer months being mostly spent at the
sea-shore.

Dr. Adams held the appointment of ward physician,
from a choice to do all that his strength would allow in his
profession, and he continued his kind and faithful minis-
trations to the poor, until a short time prior to his death.

i e i
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His strength gradually diminished, and he fell asleep on
the 22d day of September, 1862, in the fortieth year of his
age.

Pulmonary diseasé had slowly, but steadily progressed
through several yearsin Dr. Adams, and while its termina-
tion was perfectly understood by his friends, he had never
for a moment shuthis eyes againstits certain fatality. Yet
in view of the great uncertainty of his life, he was never
melancholy or depressed. e possessed energy, cheerful-
ness, and nunusal vivaecity, and notwithstanding thg progress
of his malady, these neverforsook him. He methis friends
with the same cordiality, and interests of a man in health,
and never repined that the period of usefulness, and of life
with so many delightful social relations to make it attract-
ive, were so soon to close. He was well educated in his
profession, and situated to occupy a prominent position in
it had he enjoyed health, but he never mourned because
his professional ambition was to be never realized.

Dr. Adams was a genial companion, a sincere friend,
playful in conversation, candid, open hearted, without mal-
ice, and above every shade of meanness. In social as in
professional intercourse he was truthful and always honor-
able. Himself a friend who could be trusted, he held a
warm place in the hearts of his friends and associates.
His friendships were sincere and lasting, and evinced not
only in words, but in acts of kindness.

Dr. Adams death was the gentlest ““loosing of the silver
chord.” He fell asleep. He died in the communion of
the Episcopal chureh, and the last act of his life was to par-
take of its Holy Communion, the renewed “pledge of that
faith which was the earnest of his future and eternal hap-
piness.”

Dr. Adams left one son, James Dexter Adams.

46
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223.

Medical Society of Somerset, N, J.,
240,

Medieal Society of Westchester Coun-
ty, 38.

Medical Staff, consisting of, 107,

Medicines, propriety of excluding,

Members, names to be published, 142
list of, 161,

Meeting for organization, 1.

Meetings of the Society, when to be
held, 129,

National Medieal Convention, 185,
186, 192, 197.

Neeley, Thomas H., admitted, 205;
sketch of, 8506,

Newecomb, W, 112,

New York Academy of Medicine, 257,

New York Evening Post, 58.

New York Medical Repository, 215,

Noble, William, admitted, 54,

Notices of meetings, for members,
G0; to be published, 137,

Noxon, Peter B., licensed, 69; ad-
mitted, 84,

Oath, 84, 86,

0'Callaghan, Ed, B,, admitted, 134 ;
resolution by, 147; report of,
168; motion of, 171 ; Treasurer's
report, 172, 181; resignation of,

O’'Donnel, William, 119,

O’'Flagler, John, admitted, 187; reso-
lution by, 164,

Officers and their duty, 129,

Opinion of Attorney General, 157, °

Order of business, 133,

Parker, Dr. Willard, 266.

Patrick, William, £55.

Payn, Charles H., admitted, 134,

Plan for promoting interest, 175.

Post, Dr. Wright, 232,
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Powell, Grant, 255,

Practitioners to be notified. 139,

Priest, Francis W., admitted, 121.

Prosecutions, to be commenced, 113;
versus George Cooke, John Thom-
son, ;

Purchasing committee, 97,

Quackenbush, John V, P., admitted,
143, 163; Secretary, 190—196.

Radeliff, William J., admitted, 110,

Reinhart, Jacob H., sketch of, 356.

Reynolds, Marcus T. Esq., 360,

Rockwell, Alva W., Vice President,
119: notice of, 325, 335,

Romeyn, Rev. Dr. Derick, 292,

Romeyn Rev. Dr, John B., 292,

Room in City Hall, to be obtained,
101,

Rosenstein, 121,

Rossman, John B., admitted, 121;
Treasurer, 198, 203, 205, 208.

Rush, Dr. Benjamin, 239,

Sanders, Jacob G., 234,

Schooleraft, John L., 805.

Scott, Dr. Moses, 239,

Seal of the Society, 8; paid for 9, 26,

Sebalis, Bernhard, admitted, 111;
notice of, 334,

Sedgewick, Judge, 285.

Selkirk, Francis N,, admitted, 90;
gketeh of, 324,

Sewell, admitted, 121.

Sheldon, Hon. Alexander, 222,

Sheldon, Benj. A., admitted, 186;
case narrated, 194; Seeretary,
195. -

Sloop, Eagle, 211,

Silliman’s Journal, 318.

Smith, Elijah, 339.

Smith, Jasper, 341.

Smith, Jesze, sketch of, 339,

Smith, Dr. Nathan, 521,

Solomon, Lincoln, admitted, 90;
notice.

Spalding, Guy, notice of, 310; Vice

resident, 106,

Spaulding, Lyman, admitted, 52,

Spencer, Henry T., sketch of, 857.

Spencer, Hon. Joshua, 357.

Springstead, David, admitted, 96.

Staats, Barent P., admitted, 52;
commiitee to examine files in
clerk’s office, 88; Vice President,
89, 94, 99; President, 111, 116,
119; report of, 133; delegate,
135; case nargated, 194, 200,

Staats, Peter P,, admitted, 84, 118;
excnses from committee, 173.

Statute, how effecting county Socie-
ties, 145, 146,
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Stearns, Dr. John, admitted a mem-
ber, 2Z1; elected delegate, 25;
dissertation on eroup, 27; Vice
President, 41; President, 44, 46;
resignation, 49; sketeh of, 254.

Styles, John, admitted, 88, 109,

Swinburne, John, admitted, 187;
Vice President, 195, 202; ad-
dress by, 198; thanks to, 199;
puerperal fever, 203; report of,
207, 3a7.

Surgeons having license to be admit-
“ted member, 87,

Taber, Hon. Azor, 354,

Taber, Paul T., admitted, 194; sketch
of, 354.

Taylor, Augustus R., 8; sketch of,
239; Dr. John, 241,

Teaching separated from licensing,
147.

Ten Broeck, General Abraham, 237,

Thomson’s legal right to practice,
71.

Thompson, Richard H., admitted,
163; resolutions by, 167, 169,
170; relative to room, 177; re-
port concerning, 178; time of
meetings, 178; resolution rela-
tive to dispensary, 182; Vice
President, 183; address by, 186 ;
Secretary pro tem., 189; Vice
President’'s address, 192: dele-
gate 195, 196 ; resolutions by,
197; report of committee, 198;
resolution, 200, 204,

Throop, Gov., 321.

Todd, General Paul, 354,

Tompkins, Gov., 212, 218.

Topography committee, 95.

Townsend, Charles D., Secretary, 2;
to read dissertation, 9, 10; Presi-
dent, 94, 99; dues remitted, 177;
resolutions on death of, 190;
sketch of, 232,

Townsend, Howard, admitted, 195;
report by, 200,

Townsend, Dr. John F., 233,

Treat, Dr. Samuel 8., admitted, 54;
Secretary, 101; notice of death
of, 106; sketch of, 200.

Treasurer's report, 45, 55, 82, 83,
90, 93, 94, 166, 172, 181, 194,
gﬁﬂ&, 205, 208; to pay delegate,

Trotter, John H., admitted, 121;
gketch of, 336.

Tully, William, admitted, 84.

Tully, Dr., resolution to revise by-
laws, 94; sketch of, 317.
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Upfold, Dr. George, 44; Kt. Rev.,
Bighop, 44.

Van Allen, Dr John, 328,

Van Alstyne, John 8., admitted, 103.

Van Alstyne, John, admitted, 123;
notice of, 336.

Van Antwerp, Henry, 81; Secretary,
101; sketch of, 312.

Van Buren, John, admitted, 121;
sketch of, 335,

Van Buren, Peter, Secretary, 125,
127; President, 139, 140, 142;
delegate, 160; resolutions pre-
gented, 162; communica. from,
163; resolution by, 189, 202,

Van Cortlandt, Mrs, Catharine E.,
268, 292,

Van Dusen, Jacob L., present, 10;
elected 'Censor, 17; Secrelary,
28: dismissed, 38:; sketch of]
210.

Van OLinda, Henry, report of, 92,
183;: Viece President, 160, 165;
notice of death, 180; sketch of,
310,

Van OLinda, Peter, admitted, 32;
Treasurer, 70; Secretary, 75;
reports on Vapor Bath, 77; r
port concurred in, 78, 127; reso-
lution by, 188, 191;
121, 809, 810.

Van Rensselaer, Alex., admitted, 121,

Van Rensselaer, Rev, Dr,, 279.

Van Rensselacr, Gen. Stephen, 321,
326.

Van Rensselaer, Hon. Stephen, 282,
2846,

Vanderpoel, Dr. 8., Oakley, 243.

Van Ness, William W., 214.

Veeder, Simon, licensed, 10; sketch
of, 261,

Vermont Medical Society, 270,

Viele, Augustus, admitted, 203,

Viets, Roger, admitted, 43; Secretary, |

89; sketch of, 287.

Vought, Dr., 43.

Vrooman, Cornelius, present at meet-
ing, 2; sketch of, 231.

Wade, Edward, 221,

Wade, Ezekiel, 221,

Wade, James, sketch of, 219,

Wade, Senator, 221.

Watkyns, Dr. Alfred, 353,

Walker, C. C., admitted, 187; report
by, 194; rapurt- by and resigna-
tion of, lﬂa

Ward, Drﬂ commitiee concerning,
142, 144,

Warren, Dr. Jogeph, 236.

delegate, |

InpEX.

L]
Warren, L. G., admitted, 101; Viee
President, 121,
Webster, Dr. Aahbel admitted, 49;
sketch of, 278.
Webster, Richard, 279,
Websters & Ekinnem, 67, 95.
Weekly report of deaths, application
made for, T8,
Wellington, Luke, Secretary, 91, 04,
Wendell, Herman, 111; Secretary,
117, 243, :
Wendell, Peter, present, 10; Trea-
surer, 16; Secretary, 44, 51 ; De-
legate, 46; report of, 65; commit-
tee, 69; disseriation, 56; reso-
lutions by, 190; noticing his
Edgath, 201, 211 ; sketch of, 241,
2.
Wheeler, U. H., admitted, 184; use
of tobacon, 140,
Whitbeck, John B., 340,
Wickes, l’lntt ndmltted 105, 1149
'h’i'lln.r:l I:«lm& 2: ecommittee to wait
on, 20; Haerutnry to write to,
%E % expelled, 24 ; sketch of, 235,
Willard, Dr. Moses, 58; notice of, 238
Willard, Sylvester D., admitted, 192;
resolution by, 200, 208, 266;
letter to, 123,
Williams, Dr, Erastus, admitted, 21;
alml.cll of, 270,
| Williams, Platt, admitted 40; Libra-
rian, G6; Delegate, 70; Vice
i President, 73, 79; President, 81.
89; complimentary resolutions
I to, 166 ; sketch of, 217, 512, 315.
| Wilson, John, 125.
| Williams College, 275.
| Wiltsie, David, admitted, 202,
Wing, Dr. Joel A., adm:ttad 40; re-
port of, 43; ]‘.I:'ml':tlllg at office of,
48; Traasurer 61; Trea.snrers
rupurt 65 I'mmdent 73, 79;
Delegate, 82, nhsequies of La
Fayette, 113; report of, 125;
resolutions by, 166; report of,
! 184; skeich of, 274, 324, 3529,
| Wing, Matthew Gregory, 278,
Winne, N. V., admitted, 88; sketch
of, 820.
Woodruff, Hunluke eleoted Presi-
dent 2; decease of, 24; sketoh
of, 295,
Woodward, Dr, Caleb, admitted, 4.8.
Worth, Majnr General, 218,
Yates, C. C., 64; President, 55, 134,
312; sketch of, 289,
Young, William J., admitted, 134.






















