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TESTIMONIAL TO DR. WM. T. G. MORTON.

Boston, Mass,, U. S. A, 1861.

Moze than fourteen years have elapsed since the first
application of Sulphuric Ether as an Anwesthetic agent.
During this period its use has been extended over the
whole civilized world ; it has been employed in private
dwellings, in hospitals, and upon the field of battle, and
has been hailed as the most beneficent gift conferred
upon mankind since the discovery of Vaccination. It
has enabled every human being to contemplate pain,
disease, and death with comparative composure; and
its loss, were such a thing possible, would be universally
regarded as a calamity to our race.

The Anmsthetic properties of Ether, it before known,
had never been hefore practically applied, and except
for the courage, energy, and perseverance of Dr. Mor-
ton, they would not probably have been applied to this
day. The peculiar claim of Dr. Morton is not merely
that he introduced the use of Ether, but that he first
demonstrated the fact that the human system can be
safely reduced to a condition i which it becomes un-
conscious of the sufferings of disease, the pain of sur-
gical operations, and the pangs of childbirth. The same
purpose has since been effected by Chloroform and other
agents, but it is not assuming too much to say that, ex-
cept for the demonstration of this great fact of the pos-
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sibility and safety of Anwesthesia, their employment
would never have been suggested.

But while all mankind have been benefited, Dr. Mor-
ton has been a loser, to a large amount, by his exertions,
in a worldly point of view; and in consequence of the
time consumed, the expenses incurred, and the suspen-
sion of his professional labors, he is less advantageously
situated than before. This does not seem just, and 1t
is now proposed to procure and present to him an ade-
quate testimonial, not as a compensation, for a full com-
pensation is in its nature impossible, but as a remuner-
ation for his expenditure, and an expression of the deep
and grateful sense entertained by his fellow-creatures
of the inestimable benefit he has conferred upon them.

With the view of obtaining effectual co-operation in
other places, a meeting of a committee of fifty gentle-
men was held at the house of Dr.J. Mason Warren,
January 20, 1861, and as a result of this meeting the
following organization has been adopted. The aid of
the medical profession, and the public in general, is now
respectfully solicited to assist in carrying into effect this
laudable purpose. It is proposed that a public subserip-
tion be instituted, the avails of which shall be paid into
the hands of Amos A. Lawrence and John Lowell, of
Boston, Trustees, to be held, appropriated, and invested
for the benefit of Dr. Morton and his family.
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PROCEEDINGS

IN BEHALF OF THE

MORTON TESTIMONIAL.

Ar a meeting of Medical Gentlemen, held at the
house of Dr. Jacob Bigelow, on the evening of Jan-
uary 26, 1861, for the purpose of bringing before the
community the claims of Dr. W. T. G. Morton to a sub-
stantial recompense for the benefit which he has con-
ferred on mankind by the discovery of the anwesthetic
properties of Sulphuric Ether, Dr. John Homans was
elected Chairman, and Dr. Francis Minot, Secretary; and
the following Resolutions were adopted:—

Resolved, 1s.  That this meeting view with great in-
terest and satisfaction the movement inaugurated in
Boston, New York, and Philadelphia,* in behalf of the
Morton Testimonial, and take this occasion to renew
their expressionr of approval and sympathy.

2d. That the meeting commend the subseription
proposed for the Testimonial to the favor and support
of the American people, and most cordially join in the
commendation bestowed upon it by institutions and
scientific men throughout the country.

3d. That in view of the present condition and objects
to be attained by the Testimonial, it is expedient to

pp- 12 to 24,
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make an immediate effort to take up a general subserip-
tion in this community, which is the scene of Dr. Mor-
ton’s labors and experiments, and the city where the
discovery was made, and the Testimonial had its origin.

4th. That a Committee be appointed by the Chair
from gentlemen out of the profession, to call on this
community, and solicit donations and subseriptions in
behalf of the Testimonial, with power to malke additions
to their number and substitutions, and to take such
other action as they may deem expedient to promote
this object.

oth. That a Committee of Medical men be appointed
by the Chair to confer with the Committee on Subserip-
tions as to the most efficient means of accomplishing
the end in view.

6tk  That it is expedient to appeal especially to
those who have been relieved by etherization from
intense pain, that they may have an opportunity to
contribute according to their means.

On motion of Dr. Bowditch, the Secretary was re-
quested to notify the members of both Committees of
their appomtment, and to desire them to meet together
at such time and place as he may see expedient, to carry
out the objects of this meeting.

The Chair appointed the following Committees: —

LAYMEN.

Amos A. Lawnexce, 17 Milk Street.
CHARLEsS AMory, 64 City Exchange.

J. IsceERsoLL BowpDrren, 64 State Street,
Jonx LoweLr, 42 Court Street.

Jonx T. Stersox, § Milk Street.

Winntast Arrnerox, Jr. 24 Tremont Streat.
Moses WiLniass, Ji. 105 State Street.
Dazien 5. Cuetis, 4 State Street.
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The following Address is set forth by a Sub-Com-
mittee appointed at a meeting held at the house of
Dr. J. Mason Warren, in pursuance of the foregoing

object.

Boston, March 4, 1861.

IR

We beg leave to address you in regard to the
claims and services of Dr. W. T. G. Morrox, as con-
nected with the discovery of producing insensibility
to pain by the ansesthetic effects of sulphuric ether.
That this discovery has been an inestimable blessing to
mankind, and that it is regarded as one of the most
important applications of science to the uses of life that
has been made, even in this age of improvement and
progress, 1s beyond dispute.

While there is not an entire unanimity of opinion as
to Dr. Morrow’s claims to the priority of the discovery,
all who have investigated the subject agree that the
pre-eminent merit of first establishing by experiment
what was before only a surmise or a conjecture is his;
and that without his courage, energy, and perseverance,
the discovery would not have been put into practical
operation. This 1s enough to make Dr. MorToN one of
the benefactors of his race. His discovery is now in
use all over the civilized world ; everywhere it is light-
ening the trying duties of the Medical Profession ; sooth-
ing the pain of the suffering, and, what is hardly less
valuable, taking away that apprehension of pain, which
to the nervous and sensitive is like suffering itself.

But Dr. Mortox has experienced the common fate of
inventors and discoverers. So far from being a gainer,
he has been a loser to a very large amount, by the sac-
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rifices and expenses incurred by him in introducing his
discovery and vindicating his claims. It is not proposed
to bestow upon Dr. MorroN a pecuniary equivalent for
his discovery; indeed, the worth of a discovery like his
15 not susceptible of a money value, though some ap-
proximation to it may be made by considering what
sum mankind would be willing to give for such a bless-
ing, supposing they had it not. But we think he is
justly entitled, not merely to a return of all expenses
incurred, but to some further expression of the grateful
sense which his services to humanity have everywhere
awakened. Thirty thousand pounds were given,in two
successive grants, by the British Parliament to Dr. Jen-
ner ; and no one would deem a like sum an extravagant
remuneration for the civilized world to bestow upon Dr.
MorToN.

The undersigned, a Committee appointed at a'Meet-
ing of Gentlemen of the Medical and other Professions,
held at the house of Dr. J. Mason Warren, on Tuesday,
February 26, have the honor to address you on this
subject, and to solicit your aid in behalf of the object
above set forth. Such contributions as you may see fit
to make will be received by Amos A. Lawrence or John
Lowell, who have consented to act as Trustees of the
fund which may be collected, or by any member of the

Joint Committee on the Morton Testimonial.

JoaN Homaxs,
JoaN W ark,

Greo. S. Hizrarp,
Caas. G. Puryawm, |

>~ Commidiee.

Francis Mmvor, Secretary.
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The undersigned having been appointed Trustees of
the fund to be raised as a Testimowial to Dr. Morton, for s
discovery of Etherization ; and having accepted this trust, deem
i their duty to state for the information of those who may be
asked to conlyibute, that it is not designed merely o present him
with an honorable memento of the services wlich he has ren-
dered to mankind, but to afford lim relief from the embar-
rassments which his discovery has brought wpon lum.

1t is necessary for us,therefore, to say that Dr. Morton has
sacrificed all his property, and all the profits of lis profession,
in introducing his discovery, and in establishing lus claim, and
that he has seriously impaired lis heallh; that he has failed
fo oblain compensation from the Government for the use of
LEther by the Army and Navy, though a bill has been twice
passed - through one House of Congress for that purpose, and
that he has no hope of any public compensation.

Under these circumslances, s i asking foo much {o bestow
on one who s the author of the most bencficent discovery of
this age, the means of an ample support for himself and his
Jamily ?

DBelieving that all who have experienced the tnestimable bene-
Jits of Liher in its various forms in alleviating pain, or who
have seen ils effects upon others, will deem it a privilege to give
some substantial progf lo the discoverer, of their appreciation
of its value, we forbear 1o give the delails of his labors and his

nisfortunes.
AMOS A. LAWRENCE,

JOON LOWELL,
Boston, March 4, 1861.

} Trustees.



TESTIMONIAL

OF

THE MEDICAL PROFESSION

oF

PHILADELPHIA, NEW YORK, AND BOSTON.

PROCEEDINGS

OF THE MEDICAL PROFESSION OF PHILADELPHIA, IN EBEHALF OF
W. T. G. MORTON, .D. .

A meeting of the members of the medical profession
who had indorsed the Testimonial in behalf of Dr. W.
T. G. Morton, was held at the Hospital Buildings, Spruce
Street, on Monday, March 26, 1860; when, on motion,
Dr. Wilson Jewell was called to the chair, and Dr. T. H.
Bache was chosen Secretary.

The following preamble and resolutions were then
offered, and having been read by the Secretary, were
unanimously adopted : —

“Whereas, after innumerable trials, made during the
last fourteen years, it has been established to the satis-
faction of the world, that the inhalation of ether may
be safely employed for producing insensibility to pain;

“ And whereas, the attention of the medical profession,
and through it of the public generally, was directed to
this fact by Dr. Wm. T. G. Morton, of Boston, who first
practically demonstrated that ether may be safely used
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by inhalation for annulling pain, in the Massachusetts
General Hospital, where, on the 16th of October, 1846, a
severe surgical operation was successfully performed by
the late Dr. John C. Warren, without pain to the patient,
whilst under the influence of ether, administered by Dr.
Morton ;

“ Aud whereas, our National Government, whilst admit-
ting the claims of Dr. Morton, has failed to reward him
for this great service to his country and to humanity ;

“ Resolved, That in the opinion of this meeting, the
world is indebted to Dr. Morton for having practically
proved the value and safety of ether as an anwmsthetic
agent, and that he is, therefore, entitled to the lasting
gratitude of mankind. .

“ Resolved, That we cordially recommend to our fellow-
citizens the ¢National Testimonial Fund,” lately com-
menced 1 Boston and New York in behalf of Dr. Mor-
ton, and that we will do all in our power to influence
them to subseribe to the same.

“ Resolved, That, for the purpose of facilitating the
subseriptions, a copy of these resolutions, duly authenti-
cated by the officers of this meeting, be furnished to
Messrs. Brown, Brothers, & Co., the receivers for this
city, together with such other documents in explanation
of the Testimonial as may be approved by the officers
of this meeting.”

On motion, the Secretary was directed to transmit a
copy of these Resolutions to Dr. Morton.

On motion, adjourned.
WILSON JEWELL, Chairman.
T. I BacmE, Secretary.



TESTIMONIAL

OF MEMBERS OF THE MEDICAL PROFESSION
OF PHILADELPHIA.

IN BEHALF OF

WILLIAM T. G. MORTON, M.D.

To tneir FeELrow-CITizENS : —
Feervary 15, 1860.

The vast importance of the effect of the inhalation of Ether, in
preventing and suspending pain, has long ceased to be a matter
of doubt among the members of the medical profession, and is
too well known to the intelligent citizens of Philadelphia to need
any further exposition. Etherization has been tested in countless
instances, under a great variety of cireumstances, during more
than twelve years of constant employment by thousands of oper-
ators; and the result of this unsurpassed experience i1s decisive in
confirmation of its safety and efficiency as a suppressor of physical
suffering, and a powerful assistant of the healing art.

Believing, therefore, that anssthetic inhalation is the most avail-
able and potent means of alleviating pain yet employed in the
practice of surgery, and, consequently, that it is one of the greatest
aifts to humanity of the present age, we cannot but regard the
original and suecessful introducer of this invaluable boon as
entitled to the warm gratitude of mankind,

We believe the practical originator of anmsthetic inhalation to
be Dr. William T. G. Morton, of Boston, Mass. in whose behalf
we are happy to bear witness in this testimonial.

We are convinced that he is the one who first resorted to
ethereal inhalation for the purpose of producing insensibility to
pain in a patient while undergoing a surgical operation, and that
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he is the one who first succeeded in effecting this result. Ile was,
indisputably, the first to urge the anwmsthetic properties of the
vapor of ether upon the attention of the medical profession, and
thus succeeded in establishing the practice of anwmsthetic inhala-
tion.

We therefore take great pleasure, and at the same time perform
an act of duty, in recommending the claims of Dr. Morton to the
favorable consideration of our fellow-citizens, and would cordially
urge upon them the propriety of showing their estimate of his
services by a substantial acknowledgment, such as is manifestly
due from ap enlightened community to one who has conferred
upon its members so inestimable a benefit.

We may refer to the annals of medicine in the Old World for
many instances in which analogous discoveries of less moment
have been recognized and paid for by European governments,
sometimes even before their true value had been ascertained. The
length of time which has elapsed since the adoption of etheriza-
tion has only the more firmly established its position by demon-
strating its safety and developing its usefulness.

Our National Government has admitted the justice and impor-
tance of Dr. Morton’s claims in the introduction of ethereal
anmesthesia, but has neglected to provide the proper reward.

Under these circumstances, the plan of individual contribution
has been successfully resorted to by the citizens of DBoston and
New York as the best suited to the temper of our people, and the
most likely to reach a satistactory conclusion.

An opportunity is now offered to the citizens of Philadelphia to
unite with their neighbors in the same work of benevolence and
justice ; and it is in this that we earnestly desire to interest them.

We sincercly hope that our townsmen, in whose liberality and
sense of right we have great confidence, may join us in rendering
the tribute to his merits and necessities which has elsewhere heen
accorded to him, and which we Dbelieve him to deserve.

University of Pennsylvania.

Georce B. Woon, .., Professor of Theory and Practice of Medicine.

Hucn L. HopGE, m.p., Professor of Obstetrics and the Diseases of Women and
Children.

Joseru Cansox, M.D., P'rofessor of Materia Medica and Pharmacy

Ropert E. RoGERS, M.D., Professor of Chemistry.

JosepH LEIDY, M, D., Professor of Anatomy.
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Jefferson Medical College.

JosErH PAxcoast, m.p., Professor of General, Descriptive, and Surg. Anatomy.
Cras. D). MEas, a.p., Professor of Obstetrics and Dis. of Women and Children.
Fraxguixy Bacug, s.p., Professor of Chemistry.

SAMUEL D. Gross, M.D., Professor of Institutes and Practice of Surgery.

T. D. MrrcHELL, 31.D., Professor of Materia Medica and General Therapeutics.
Samuer H. Dickson, s.p., Professor of Practice of Medicine.

LPennsylvania College.— Medical Department.

B. Howarp Raxp, a.p., Professor of Chemistry.

Hexey HARTSHORNE, M.D., Professor of Practice of Medicine.
Lewis D). Harvow, 3.D., Professor of Obstetries, &e.

WiLniam 8. HaLsey, m.p., Professor of Surgery.

WitLiam HEMBEL TAGGART, M.D., Professor of Materia Medica.
James ArteEN MEias, M.D., Professor of Institutes of Medicine.
WirLiax II. GoprecHT, M.D., Professor of Anatomy.

Penns y&mﬁm Hospital.,

Wirriam W. GErHARD, M.D., Physician. Josera PANCOAST, M.D., Surgeon.
James J. LEviCcK, M.D,, 4 EpwagrD PEACE, M.D., -
Joux ForsyTh MEIGS, M.D., 4 EpwARD HARTSHORXE, M.D., *

R

Philadelphia Hospital.

8. D. Gross, M.D., Surgeon. C. PExpLETON TUTT, M.D., Physician.
D. H. AgyEw, M.D., “ Joax WILTBANK, 3.D., "
R. J. LEvis, M.D., - R. A. F. PENROSE, M.D. s
R. S. KENDERDINE, M.D., Surgeon. Lewis D. HarvLow, a.D., -
WirLiasm MaYBURRY, M.D., Physician. Wirrias D. STrROUD, M.D., s
J. L. LupLow, M.D., £ J. Da Costa, M.D., E

Wills Hospital.

8. LiTTELL, M.D., Surgeon. 8. L. HoLLixGsWORTH, M.D., Physician.
AppineLL HEWS0N, 3.D., Surgeon. Jonx J. REESE, M.D., &
T. G. MorTON, M.D., g James J. LEVICE, M.D., i
WiLias HuxT, a.D., ik A. Dovcrass Havr, i

Episcopal Hospital of Philadelphia.

J. C. Morrs, m.p., Physician. Wicrias Huxr, m.0., Surgeon.
H. HARTSHORNE, M.D,, H. E. DraYTON, M.D., "
J. DA CosTA, M.D., g R. 5. KEXDERDINE, M.D.,

Wam. MAYBURREY, M.D,, *
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Charity Hospital of Philadelphia.

P. B. GopDARD, M.D., Surgery.

WiLtiam H. PAxcoast, a.p,, Surgery.

Z. RixG Joxkes, m.p., Eye, Ear, and Urinary Organs.

H. St. CLAIR AsH, M.D., Diseases of Children.

BurrovGns Price, ».p., Diseases of Digestive Organs, Brain, and Nervous
System.

A. W. GrrFriTHs, 3.D., Obstetrics.

ALEXANDER C. HART, M.D., Diseases of Women.

W. E. WeATHERLY, M.D., Diseaszes of Respiratory Organs.

5. UPDEGROVE, M.D., Diseases of the Skin.

J. L. Lvprow, a.p., Fevers and General Dizseases.

St. Josepl’s Hospital of Philadelphia.

Wiram V. KeEATING, M.D., Physician. J. H. B. M’CLELLAX, 3.D., Surgeon.
8. Wemr MITCHELL, M.D., h¥ Wa. BYrp PAGE, M.D,, .
WinLiam KELLER, M.D., £ Jorx H. Brixtox, M. D., i
A. BOURXONVILLE, M.D., Obstetrician. JosepH LEIDY, M.D., Pathologist.

Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia.

Wat. PEPPER, M.D., Consulting Physician. Wa. R. DusTox, » p., Attending Phy.
Jonx F. ME1cs, M.D., 2 R. A. F. PENROSE, M.D., i
F. W. LEwis, »0.D., Attending Physician. T. H. BAcHE, M.D, -

Pennsylvania Hospital for the Insane.

Tromas 5. KIRERRIDE, 3.D., Physician in Chief.
Epwarp A. SyrTH, 3.D., Resident Physician.

City Hospital of Philadelphia.

Joux BELL, 3.D.

Moyamenzing Prison.

Hexry YaALE SyiTH, M.D.

DLoard of Health.

P. B. GoppArD, M.D., President.
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S. D. Gross, a.D.,
D. D. CLAREK, .D.

; General and Special Surgery.
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J. A. ME1Gs, a.p., Diseases of the Chest.
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G. R. MorREHOUSE, M.D., Diseases of Brain and Nervous System.

W Darracw, s.p., Fevers.

E. McCLELLAN, M.D., Diseases of Females.
CrARLES NEFF, M.D., Diseases of the Urinary Organs.

College of Physicians of Philadelphia.
GEORGE B. WOOD, ».p., President.

FraxgLIN BACHE, M.D., Vice-President.
Epwarp HARTSHORNE, M.D., Secretary.

J. Ropaan Pauw, s.p., Treasurer.
JoHN BELL, M.D.

HreH L. HoDGE, M.D.
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SqgUIRE LITTELL, M.D.
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JosEPH CARSON, M.D.
TroMAS S. KIRKBRIDE, M.D.
Fraxcis WEesT, 3.D.

Epwarp PEACE, M.D.
WitLiaym PEPPER, M.D.
Davip C. BEERRETT, M.D.
Joux D. GRISCOM, M.D.

PavL BEck GODDARD, M.D.
ALFRED STILLE, M.D.

Jonx J. REEsSE, M.D.

Jouxw Forsyra MEIGS, M.D.
Lewis RODMAN, M.D.
Fraxcia G. SaITi, M.D.
WasHINGTON L. ATLEE, M.D.
Jonx NEILL, M.D.

SamueL D. Gross, M.D.
AxtHONY E. STOCEER, M.D.
GoUvERNEUR EMERSON, M.D.
James E. KHOADS, M.D.

T. STEWARDSON, M.D.

E. WALLACE, M. D.

JoserH KLare, s.D.

SamueL L. HoLLINGSWORTH, M.D.
Jonx L. LupLow, ».D.

Joux H. B. M'CLELLAN, M.D.
Wirtiam V. KEATING, M.D.
D. Pavrn LaJus, M.D.
TroMAs S. REED, M.D.
Ricnarp H. TowxsESD, M.D.
Isarc REMINGTON, M.D.
Joux B. BipbLE, M.D.
Hexny E. DrayTOR, 3L.D.
Caspanr MoRRIs, M.D.

JamEes J. LEVICE, M.D.
Josern LEIDY, M.D.

Wirsox JEWELL, M.D.
Hexny HARTSHORSE, M.D.
WitLiam KELLER, 3.D.
WiLLiayM MAYRUREY, M.D.
Taosas HEwsox BaceE, aLp.
Jaxes V. EMLEN, M.D.
JosErn HoPKinsox, M.D.
Wirtiam H. Hoorer, ».D.
AppixeLr. HEwsox, a.p.
Davip GILBEEET, M.D.

B. Howarp Raxp, 3D,
Wirrrax HoxTt, M.D.

R. A. F. PENROSE, M.D.
WitLiaym H. GoBRECHT, M.D.
WiLriay D. STROUD, M.D.
Narnan L. HATFIELD, M.D.
S. WEIR MiTCHELL, M.D.
Jorx H. BrixTOX, M.D.
Frascis W. LEwis, a.D.
SAMUEL LEwis, M.D.

T. DILLARD, M.D.

G. H. ROBINETT, M.D.

5. C. BRINCELE, M.D.
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PROCEEDINGS

AT A MEETING OF THE MEDICAL PROFESSION OF NEW YOREK.

Ox the 24th of June, a meeting of medical gentlemen, interested in raising
a national testimonial for the benefit of the discoverer of Anaesthesia, was held
at the residence of Dr. WiLLARD PARKER.

The hour for organization having arrived, Dr. PArRkER addressed the meet-
ing, explained its objects, and proposed for President Dr. Josepn M. Sairs,
which nomination, having been seconded, was voted upon and carried. Dr.
Gurpox Buck was then elected Corresponding Secretary, and Drs. Bis-
BIxs and Tromas, Recording Secretaries.

The meeting being now duly organized, the business of the evening was
called for, and proceeded in this wise :—

1. Dr. Joux WaTtsoN read a list of the names of some of the most
prominent, benevolent, and wealthy of the citizens of New York, and pro-
posed that each gentleman present should charge himself with visiting such
of them as he had most influence with, and raising as large subscriptions as
possible to head the list. This was acted upon; a list of one hundred names
was read, and the duty of canvassing them assumed by varions gentlemen
composing the meeting,

2, Dr. Buck moved that a committee of medical men be appointed to
confer with gentlemen out of the profession as to the most efficient means for
accomplishing the end in view. This was seconded by Dr. PARkER, and
carried. On the Committee, the President then appointed

Drs.Joxy W. Fraxcis, Varexting Morr, James R. Woob,
WILLARD PARKER, James Mixor, Gurpox Buck,
Jory Warsox, J. MARrIoN Sims, Jos. M. SMmITH;

and upon motion of Dr. SAYRE, the President was added to it. This com-
mittee, it was agreed, should meet at the house of Dr. PARKER at an early
date.

3. It was then moved by Dr. PARKER, that a committee of one selected
from the Medical Board of each public charity of the eity and its vicinity
should be appointed to wait upon the Boards directing the various institutions,
and solicit donations in behalf of the object which has called us together this
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APPENDIX A

THE NEW YORK APPEAL.

The Medical Profession have, from the earliest ages, felt the
need of some safe and eflicient agent for annulling pain.

The ordinary anodynes, long in use, have never supplied this
deficiency, and the various new agents which, within the past
sixty or eighty years, have been substituted for these, have, until
recently, proved either too dangerous or too unreliable to be em-
ployed in general practice.

Wine and strong alcoholic drinks, given in such quantity as to
induce intoxication, were occasionally employed, even before the
commencement of the present century, for rendering persons
insensible to the pain of surgical operations. With the same end
in view, some surgeons, addressing the intellect, were in the habit
of exciting sudden fear, alarm, or astonishment, to divert the atten-
tion of their patients. Others, again, resorted to the uncertain and
inexplicable influence of mesmerism. Still more recently, the
nitrous oxide gas, administered by inhalation, has, as originally
suggested by Sir Humphry Davy, been employed for producing
temporary loss of consciousness. But this, too, after a fair trial,
has failed, and the hopes founded upon it have proved nugatory
and delusive. So that, up to this point, the want of a reliable
agent for rendering the human body insensible to pain—a want so
long felt, and to obviate which so many fruitless efforts had been
made, — was still to be supplied. That want, however, has since
been fully met.

The first great triumph of placing in the hands of the profession
an agent capable of rendering the patient safely, and at will, utterly
insensible to the stroke of the surgeon’s knife, was in detecting
and establishing by experiment the anssthetic powers of sulphuric
ether. For this discovery the world is indebted to Dr. Wm. T. G.
Morton, of Boston.

Whatever may have been the steps preliminary to this remark-
able discovery, Dr. Morton’s claim to it is established beyond all
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controversy, and his merit in this respect, with those who have
taken the trouble to inform themselves on the subject, can be no
longer a question of dispute.

Nor ean the importance of his early investigations and experi-
ments under the gnidance of Providence, in reference to the prop-
erties and uses of ether, be, at the present day, too highly estimated.
The introduction of this agent as an anesthetic, and of the various
other agents of the same class—as chloroform, amyline, and the
like—to which this directly led, has done more for the mitigation
of human suffering than any other discovery, with the exception,
perhaps, of vaceination, for which the world is indebted to medical
gcience in either ancient or modern times.

The benefit derived from these newly discovered agents is not
confined to the hardier procedures of operative surgery. They are
now in hourly requisition in every quarter of the civilized world for
gnspending all sense of suffering during the severest throes of child-
birth, for arresting convulsions, for relaxing spasms, for suspending
volition and overcoming muscular resistance during the reduetion
of fractures and dislocations, for allaying restlessness, wakefulness,.
and morbid execitability ; even for assuaging the pangs of ap-
proaching dissolution, not to speak of the almost innumerable
minor uses to which they are applied, as well in the investigation
as in the treatment of disease.

In view of these advantages from the use of anmsthetics, we feel
that Dr. Morton, the first to demonstrate their safety and
efficiency, and to establish them in general practice, has conferred
a boon upon humanity as imperishable as it is important, and one
of such a character as to entitle him to rank among the benefactors
of mankind.

As members of the medical profession in the city of New York,
and as physicians and surgeons to the various hospitals and infirm-
aries in this city and its vicinity, we therefore rejoice to learn that
a movement has been commenced by our professional brethren
and other gentlemen of Boston, to establish a national testimonial,
by voluntary subscriptions, for the benefit of Dr. Morton. In this
movement, after full deliberation and eonsultation among our-
selves, we are ready to participate in accordance with the plan of
those who originated it, which plan is set forth by the gentlemen
of Boston in the following terms :(—

We propose that a national subseription be instituted, the avails
of which shall be paid into the hands of Tuomas B. Curris and
Cuarces II. Miiis, Esquires, as Trastees,—to be held, appropri-
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ated, and invested upon such trusts, and for such uses, for the
benefit of Dr. MorToN, as the Trustees may determine,

Under governments more arbitrary and restrictive than our
own, but more capable of meeting the claims of science, the
awards of merit are not usually left, as with us, to the bounty of
private individuals. Discoveries and improvements of infinitely
less importance to science or humanity, than that for which we are
indebted to Dr. Morton, are at the courts of Europe promptly met
by national honors and emoluments.

In our own country, it is true, the National Government, after
carefully investigating Dr. Morton’s claims, has acknowledged the
benefit he has conferred upon it, but has nevertheless failed, as yet,
to supply the recompense. .

With these remarks, we have the honor of recommending Dr.
Morton’s eclaims for remuneration to the consideration of our
fellow-citizens, and of soliciting their subseriptions in behalf of the
fund which it is proposed to raise for his benefit.

What the Government in this respect has failed to do, it is to
be hoped, for the eredit of the American name, and from the noble
individual examples already set, that the discerning and liberal
people of the United States will not leave entirely unaccomplished.

PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS.
Of the New York Hospital and DBloomingdale Asylum.

Tros. Cock, M.D., Consulting Physician. AvrFrep C. Post, a.p., Cons’g Surgeon,
Jos. M. SautH, M.D., Attending Physician.  Gurpox Buck, M.p., Attend. Surgeon.

Jorx H. Griscom, M.D., L Jonx Warsox, m.p., L
Hesny D. BuLgLEY, M.D., “ Trap. M. HALSTED, M.D., “
Tsos. F. Cock, M.D., - Taos. M. MarkoE, M.D.,, “
VaLesTISE MoTT, M.D., Cons'g Surgeon. War. H. Vax Burew, m.p,, “
Avex. H. STEVENS, M.D., L WILLARD PARKER, M.D.,, ©

£
Ricuarp K. HoFFaax, 3.0,

PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS

Of Bellevue Hospital, and of the other Tnstitutions under the
charge of the Doard of Governors of the Almshouse.

Joux W. Fraxcis, s.0., Cons'g Physician. Avex. H. STEVENS, M D., Con. Surgeon.
L1

Isaac WooD, M.D., Jas. B. Woop, M.p., Attending Surgeon.
R. W. McCREADY, M.D., Atten. Physician.  Cras. D. Syurs, M.p., “
Joux T. METCALFE, M.D., - LeEwis A. LAYRE, M.D., G
Isaac E. TAYLOR, M.D., - J. J. CRANE, M.D., “
B. ForpycE BARKER, M.D., * W. PARKER, M.D., "
Geo. T. LLLIOTT, M.D., s STEPHEN SMITH, M.D., “

VALESTISE MotT, M.D., Cons'g Surgeon.
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Nursery Hospital, Randall's Tsland.
HENRY N. WHITTLESEY, ».p., Resident Physician.

Quarantine Hospital, Staten Island.

E. N. Troyrson, M.D., Health Officer Port of New York.
Taeo. WATsox, a.D., Assistant Physician Quarantine Hospital.

Blackwell's Tsland Hospitals.

(PENITENTIARY HospPiTAL, SMALLPOX HOSPITAL, AND ALMSHOUSE.)
WILLIAM H. SANGER, ».p., Resident Physician.

PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS.

New York Lunatic Asylum.
M. H. RANNEY, Resident Physician.

OF the State Emigrant Asylum.

J. M. CARNOCHAN, M.D., Sur.-in-Chief. Hexry B. Fay, .., Phys-in-Chief.
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Tros. E. BurTsELL, M.D., At'g Physician.  Auex. B. Morr, 3.D., Attend. Surgeon.
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St. Luke’s Hospital.
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V. Mort, ».p., Consulting Surgeon. J. Moses, Mm.p., Attending Surgeon.

W. PARKER, M.D., & C. R. GiLmax, s.p., Attend. Physician,

T. M. MARKOE, m D. Atteru]mg Surgecln. W. H. MAXWELL, 3.D., L
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New York Eye Infirmary.

A. Dugo1s, M.D., Surgeon. C. R. AGyEW, M.p., Surgeon.
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MARK STEPHENSON, M.D., Surgeon. Jonx P. Garrisi, s.p., Surgeon.

Colored Home Hospital.
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W. PARRER, M.D., J. D. Frren, m.p., Resident Physician.

d i
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Women's Hospital.
J. MARION SIMS, m.p., Surgeon.
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W. R. DoxacHE, M.D., Attending Surg.
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Joax Warsox, a.p., Vice-President.
W. H. Vax Burgx, M.D., L,
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Geo. T. ELLiOTT, M.D\,{
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New York Medical College.
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University Medical College.
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ALrrep C. Post, 31.D., Professor of Surgery.
J. T. METCALFE, M.D., Professor of Practice.




APPENDIX B,

THE BOSTON APPEAL.
To the Public.

The power of etheric vapors to produce a safe insensibility to
pain during surgical operations, and on other occasions of great
physical suffering, is one of the most beneficent discoveries that
has been conferred upon the human race. It is generally conceded
that Dr. W. T. G. MorTtox, of Boston, was instrumental in pre-
senting this fact to the world. Nearly the whole of the Medical
Profession [see page 35 et seq.] of this city, in the midst of whom
the discovery was made, together with other bodies of competent
persons, who have investicated its origin, have, after careful
serutiny, coneurred in assigning this merit to Dr. MorTON,—and
public opinion has long since affirmed their verdict.

It is not necessary to enter in detail into the eircumstances
which have prevented Dr. MorTox from receiving any pecuniary
benefit from this discovery.

The fact is certain, that Dr. MorTox has been an instrument,
under Divine Providence, of introducing to the world one of the
most remarkable discoveries of this or any other age, and that he
has received no reward for it but the consciousness of having
done so.

We are sure that we interpret the feeling of thousands, when
we say that a substantial national memorial should be presented
to Dr. MorToXx.

How often has the poor sufferer risen from beneath the surgeon’s
knife, with nerves untouched by the slightest sensation of the
torture that would otherwise have been his! How often has the
mother passed in unconscious slumber, through ¢ the perils of
childbirth,” to wake to her new happiness, without one memory of
its agonies, and breathed, with the prayer of thanksgiving to God,
a thought of him —to her, perhaps, the unknown discoverer—
whose happy conception, perseverance, and courage, first estab-
lished the astonishing fact that the human frame may suffer all the
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conditions, and not one of the sensations of pain! What has
already oceurred throughout the whole world, since this discovery
was made ; in hospitals, in private chambers of the sick, on fields
of battle, on the ocean, and on the land—wherever humanity
undercoes the “ills that flesh is heir to,”—is to occur through
countless ages, while the race is left upon earth! And yet, year
rolls after year, and the spontaneous gratitude that is felt and
uttered whenever and wherever this great discovery is used or
contemplated, finds no permanent voice, because no efforts are
made to concentrate and direet it to its object.

We propose that such efforts be now made. We think that the
people of the United States, acting individually, should do what
their government has neglected, or been able to do. National tes-
timonials, established by the voluntary contributions of individuals,
have been adopted in all countries, to mark the public sense of
services to the human family, especially when such services have
reflected honor and distinetion upon the country where they have
been performed.

We propose that a national subseription be instituted, the avails
of which shall be paid into the hands of Axos A. LAwrexce and
Joux Lowkerr, Esquires, as Trustees,—to be held, appropriated,
and invested upon such trusts, and for such uses, for the benefit of
Dr. MorTox, as the Trustees may determine.

JAMES JACK=0N, M.D.

Jacor BlGELOW, M.D.

8. D. TowNSEND, M.D.

JoHX JEFFRIES, M.D.

Epwirp REYXOLDS, M.D.

Jonx HoMaxs, M.D.

M. 5. PEREY, M.D.

0. W. HovuMEs, M.D.

Jorx WARE, aM.D.

GeoncE HAYWARD, M.D.

J. Mazox WARREX, M.D.

Hexnry J. BicELOW, d.D.

CrARLES (. PuTsaM, M.D.

Ricrarp H. Daxa, Ji., Eso.

Arexanper H. Visrox, n.o.

5. K. LoTHROP, D.D.

Joux B. FITZPATRICK,
Bishop of Boston.

WiLram H. Prescorr, Historian.
N. Apawms, p.p.
Hox. Rurus CHOATE.
Caarces P. Curtis, Esq.
F. C. Lorixg, Esq.
Hox. G. S. HiLvArp.
WinLiam DeEnox, Esq.
BExsaMin PEIRCE,

Professor Harvard University.
F. D. Hustixcron, p.D.
Hexry W. LoxGFELLOW,

Professor Harvard University.
JARED SPARKS,

President Harvard University.
R. B. ForeEes, Esq.
P. W. CuaxpLER, Esg.
ALEX. H. Rice, Mayor of Boston.
Hox. Roeert C. WisTHROP.
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MEMORIAL

OF THE

MEMBERS OF THE MASSACHUSETTS MEDICAL SOCIETY.

To the Honorable the Senate and Howse of Representatives of the
United States in Congress assembled :

The undersigned hereby testify to your honorable body, that in
their opinion Dr. William T. G. Morton first proved to the world
that ether would produce insensibility to the pain of surgical opera-
tions, and that it could be used with safety. In their opinion, his
fellow-men owe a debt to him for this knowledge. Wherefore
they respectfully ask a recognition by Congress of his services to
his country and mankind : —

Jorx C. WARREN, M.D., Senior Surgeon Massachusetts General Hospital, and late
President American Medieal Society, and Emeritus Professor of Anatomy of
Harvard University.

Georce Haywanp, »a.p., President Massachusetts Medical Society, and Surgeon
Massachusetts General Hospital.

J. Masox WARREN, M.D., Surgeon Massachusetts General Hospital.

5. D. TowxsEND, M.D,, L i i

S. PAREMAN, M.D., 5 L, ik

Hexry G. BiceELow, M.D., Surgeon Massachusetts General Hospital, and Professor of
Surgery, Harvard University.

Hexey G. CLARg, M.D., Surgeon Massachusetts General Hospital, and City Phy-
sician.

Jacop BicErow, M.p., Professor Materia Medica Harvard University, and President
of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, and Physician to Massachu-
getts General Hospital.

Orrver W. Houmes, y.D., Professor of Anatomy, Harvard University.

Hexgry I. Bowprren, m.p., Physician Massachusetts General Hospital.

D. HyMPHREYS STORER, M.D., * L LE

M. S. PErrY, M.D.,

JamEes JACKSON, M.D.,
GrorceE C. SHATTUCK, M.D., Consulting Physicians and Surgeons Massachusetts

JoHN JEFFRIES, M.D., General Hospital.
EpwakD REYXOLDS, M.D.,
EpwArp REYNOLDS, M.D.

W. HoorER, 3.D.

GrorcE A. BETHUNE, M.D.
Jomnx L. Fox, ».D., Surgeon United States Navy, Chelsea Naval Hospital.

14 di L1

} Massachusetts Charitable Eye and Ear Infirmary.
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Members of Massachusetts Medical Society.

Walter Channing,

John llomans, President
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Z. B. Adams

John C. Hayden,
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Ephraim Buck,

George Bartlett,

Jonas H. Lane,

Anson Hooker,

Henry Dyer,
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Charles Gordon,

Joseph 8. Jones,

Bamuel Kneeland, Jr.,

T. Fletcher Oakes,

George Hubbard,

Charles W. Moore,

Richard H. Salter,

Fytche Edward Oliver,

William J. Dale
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James W. Stone,
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William Hawes,
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E. D. Cleveland,
John Stevens,
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N. C. Stevens,
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Henry Willard,

A. Alexander,
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Thomas R. Owens,
Luther Clark,
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Samuel Morrill,

Silas Durkee,
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Jesse Chickering,

J. A, Tarbell,

George H. Lyman,

Henry W. Williams,
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George Derby,
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Francis Minot,

D. D. Slade,

W. E. Townsend,

John B. Alley,

George H. Gay

Luther Parks, Jr.

William G. Wheeler,

F. H. Gray,

James F. Harlow,

George Ruszell,

Charles E. Ware,

E. W. Blake

Edward H. b]ark,

samuel Gregg,

E. D. Miller,

C. . Puatnam,

Charles A. Phelps.

John Odin, Jr.,

Joseph Revnolds,

George Hayward, Jr.,

Henry Osgood Stone,

G. Newton Thomson,

J. M. Phipps,

Abner Phelps,

Joziah Curtis,

E. D. G. Palmer,

Daniel V. Folts,

R. L. Hinckley,

J. W. Hinckley,

M. B. Leonard,

P. E. Molloy,

Heury Bryant,

Charles E. Buckingham,

J. W. Warren, Jr.,

D. D. Smith,

George Tower,

Willinm Read,

J. F. W. Lane,

Const. B. 0’ Donnell, M. R.
C.8.E,

John §. H. Foge,

Edmund T. Eastman,

Willimin 8. Coffin,

John C. Sharp

Alexander 5. iiut]er,.

Benjamin . Appleton,

M. Mattson,

David Thayer,
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E. A. Kittredge.

CHARLEETOWN.
E. E. Braun,
A. 1. Bellows,
Benjamin Seabury,
George W. Otis, Jr.,
Charles II. Allen,
3. C. Webber,
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W. W. Wellington,

H. L. Chase

Charles F. Fr'oster,

A. J. Cammings,
Thomas J. Stevens,
Hutchinson Germaine,
Alexander Poole
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CHELSEA.
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James Stone, Jr.,
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Samuel Johnson,
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H. B. Hubbard,
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William Dickinson,
Daniel King,
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E. Cross,
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Charles M. Weeks,
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Samuel Flagg,

George A. Bates,
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Oramel Martin,
William Workman. .
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Members of Massachusetts Medical Society—Continued.
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James M. Smith,
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H. F. Spear.
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Thos. R. Boutelle,
Levi Pillsbury,
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Henry M. Linrad.
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James L. Hunt,
Winslow Warren,

Benjamin Hubbard,
Timothy Gordon.

HINGHAM.

Ezra. Stephenson,
Robert T. P. Fiske.
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APPENDIX C.

HISTORICAL STATEMENT.

The foregoing pages set forth in outline the fact that there is a
very general movement among the American people, maugurated by
leading members of the profession in Boston, New York, and Phil-
adelphia, in behalf of one of the most praiseworthy objects which
can appeal to patrons of science or the friends of humanity. They
show that the noble work is at last undertaken, which for more
than twelve years has been neglected by Congress, to preserve the
shelter of a home for the family of a nation’s benefactor, still living,
from the clamorons ereditors to whom it was pledged for debts in-
curred in making and promulgating a discovery which, though
leaving the discoverer poor, has made the whole world his debtor,
and to place their future life beyond the chances and vicissitudes
of fortune, by the purchase of an annuity.

The discovery made by Dr. Wm. T. G. Morton, of Boston, of
the anmsthetic properties of sulphuric ether, and the safety, cer-
tainty, and reliability of its effects in making the severest surgical
operations, childbirth, and other scenes and conditions of physical
suffering, perfectly painless, is a discovery already ranked by the
medical profession above that of vaccination by Jenner, to whom
the English Parliament voted large sums of money, and for whom
national testimonials were raised and medals struck in other na-
tions; a discovery whose benefits are not confined to the subjuga-
tion of pain, but which are continually unfolding in new depart-
ments of the healing art,

This national movement was with great propriety inaugurated
in Boston, the city where the discoverer lived and practised his pro-
fession, and where the first successful painless surgical operation
was performed. An organization to raise a national testimonial
fund in his behalf, with trustees residing in Boston, and treasurers
in the principal cities in the United States, is already established.
Though it has hardly passed beyond its inchoate period, it has en-
listed the energetic co-operation of some of the most eminent and
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patriotic persons in the Union. All will learn with surprise that
two hundred thousand dollars will not more than reimburse the
discoverer of this anwmsthetic agent for his outlays in making ex-
periments which led to the discovery, in establishing its value, in
compelling its acceptance by the world in spite of inered ulity and
indifference, in establishing the priority of his claims over post Jucto
discoverers, and in applications to Congress to induce them to re-
imburse him for his actnal expenditures.*

A handsome beginning for the collection of this sum has already
been made, though much remains to be done. The fund has
received, as was most fitting, from the medical institutions of Bos-
ton and vicinity, and from eminent and wealthy persons residing
in that seat of literature and science, munificent subseriptions,.
New York, too, represented in the same way by her medical in-
stitutions and her wealthy citizens, has shown an equal prompti-
tude in discharging this debt of honor, too long owing to a nation’s
benefactor.

Such is a brief and general statement of the ohjects to be accom-
plished, and the present state of the enterprise.

It is not necessary to argue at any great leugt-h for the character
or success of this undertaking. That would be almost an insult
to the long list of men distinguished in all the professions, and
honorably known in commerce or in the more secluded walks of
private life, who now appeal to the public at large to do justice in
this matter. To doubt its success, would be to challenge the sin-
cerity of the great bulk of the medical profession in Massachusetts,
New York, and Philadelphia, who ask subscriptions to this fund;
would be to say that the world has gone back in the present cen-
tury, and that the justice given to Jenner, who conquered small-
pox in the last century, would be denied to Morton, who may be
said to have conquered pain in this.

It may not be out of place, however, to recall here the universal
thrill of joy that was felt when it was first announced to the world
how the subtle spirit of ether would almost everywhere subdue
pain, in the severest surgical operations, in the pangs of parturition,
in the numberless cases at the hospitals, on battle-fields in time of
war, in cottages “in piping times of peace,” removing, as has been
well said,  half the primal curse,” and more than justifying the
unstinted praise of the foregoing appeal of the medical profession
in New York, which says:—

¥ Vide p. 449, “ Trials of a Public Benefactor,” by N. P. Rice. J. B. Lippincott
& Co., Philadelphia.
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“In view of these advantages from the use of anmsthetics, we
feel that Dr. Morton — the first to demonstrate their safety and
efficiency, and to establish them in general practice — has conferred
a boon npon humanity as unperishable as it is important, and one
of such a character as to entitle him to rank among the benefae-
tors of mankind.”

Neither is this the place or time to set forth as they deserve the
labors and the sufferings which Dr. Morton has undergone in the
twelve years which have succeeded his great discovery. The story
of his wrongs, his patience, his perseverance, his unconquerable
energy, his poverty, his enthusiasm, his success in achieving an im-
perishable honor, and his failure in obtaining the slightest emolu-
ment for an invaluable discovery, which the world now freely and
daily uses, has more than the interest of a romance* They con-
stitute a record which, except it is ended by the success of the
movement whose inauguration has been set forth in the foregoing
pages, will stand a burning disgrace and scandal to the profession
and the world which have appropriated and used a discovery, and
left the discoverer to starve. Shall it be said that, through his
connection with so great a benefaction to the human race, Dr.
Morton is to be left unable to preserve to his children the paternal
acres pledged in securing it, unable to educate his children, with-
out any adequate means of support, and, worse than all, unable to
secure for himself that quiet mode of life demanded by the ruined
health consequent upon his hazardous experiments, and upon living
n an atmosphere of ether for so many months, and upon the labors
and sufferings which he underwent in detecting and establishing
the anesthetic properties of the sulphuric ether? These appel-
lants, therefore, now appeal directly to the heart of the country,
which rarely fails to disprove the heartless maxim that “ republics
are ungrateful,” and which will never suffer a state of things so
discreditable as that which we have briefly depicted, long to last.

It is true that this mode of raising funds to consummate a simple
act of justice is laborious and tedious. The present success of the
movement shows, however, that that is the only great objection,
and that individuals and institutions, and the country at large, are
ready and anxious to discharge their obligations. The  ether con-
troversy ” has had the one good effect of waking up the public to
the existence of those obligations. The sum required to accom-
plish the reimbursement and effect the designs of the appellants,

¥ See " Trials of a Public Benefactor.”
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18, as we have said, a large one, and its collection by individual
contributions, over an extent of country so vast as ours, is one of
time ; but it will derive an additional value as coming directly
from the people, and the zeal and energy with which it has been
entered upon by the profession in this city and elsewhere is the
best angury of success. May it soon be impossible for one of the
greatest benefactors of the human race who has appeared in this
century to say, “ It were better for me, infinitely better for me and
my wite and children, better for me and them in all respects, if I
had buried the secret of the victory over pain in my breast for-
ever, and suffered centuries to elapse before it came forth to the
knowledge of the world by some other hand, than to do as I did,
— hasten to make it known by all forms and modes of speech, and
at every risk of health, property, and even life.”

[From the American Cyclopedia, Vol. X1.]

MORTON, Wirriam Taomas Greex, M. D., an American den-
tist, one of the claimants of the discovery of anwsthetics, born in
Charlton, Mass., Aug. 9, 1819. His youth was passed upon his
father’s farm. Going to Boston at the age of 17, he spent some
months in a large publishing house, and from this time to his ma-
jority, he alternated between the counter and the school-room.
‘With no taste and little talent for trade, his mercantile career was
short and disastrous. In 1840 he commenced the study of den-
tistry in Baltimore, and eighteen months afterward established
himself as a dentist in Boston. Among other improvements intro-
duced by him was a new kind of solder, by which false teeth are
fastened to gold plates, preventing galvanic action. In order to
render his work complete, it was desirable that the roots of old
teeth should be removed; as this was a tedious and very painful
operation, few would gsubmit to it, and there seemed but little
prospect of the success of the invention unless he could devise
means to lessen the pain. Ie tried stimulants, even to intoxica-
tion, opium, and magnetism, but in vain ; still, the idea possessed
his mind that there must be something to produce the desired
effect, and he gave himself up seriously to its realization. His lim-
ited amount of medical knowledge interfering with the prosecution
of his investigations, he entered his name as a medical student in
Boston in 1844. About this time the idea was suggested to him
in a lecture at the college that sulphuric ether might be used to
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alleviate pain in his operations ; he read such books on chemistry
as he could procure, and experimented on animals, but as yet with
little success. During his attendance at the Medical College and
hospital he was obliged to devote all his spare time to his operat-
ing rooms and dental laboratory, where he displayed great inge-
nuity in the mechanieal details of his profession, and especially in
the manufacture of artificial teeth, which he prosecuted successfully
on a large geale.  From books and from lectures he learned that
sulphuric ether could be inhaled in small quantities with some dis-
comfort, but that in large amount it was dangerous. After exper-
iments on himself, and satisfied of its safety, he administered it to
a man on Sept. 30, 1846, producing unconsciousness, during which
a firmly rooted bicuspid tooth was painlessly extracted. After
numerous other successful experiments, he communicated their
vesult to Dr. J. C. Warren, and at his request administered the
ether, at the Massachusetts General Hospital, to a man from whose
Jaw was removed a vascular tumor on Oect. 16, 1846, the patient
remaining unconscious during the operation. From this dates the
introduction into general surgery of the discovery of ethereal
anmsthesia. Like all other great discoveries, however, it met with
the bitterest professional opposition ; the jealousy of dentists, the
fears of physicians, and the seruples of theologians were in many
cases mrrayed against it, and various persons claimed to have sug-
gested it. In order to protect himself against such oppfosition, to
secure a fair compensation for his expenditure of time and money,
and to keep his discovery within the hands of competent persons,
Dr. Morton obtained for it a patent, under the name of * letheon,”
in Nov, 1846, in the United States, and in the following month in
England, offering, however, free rights to all charitable institutions
in all parts of the country. Notwithstanding his generous offers,
government appropriated his discovery to its use without compen-
sation. Upon their first examination of the testimony,some of the
Paris academicians at first recognized Dr. Jackson as the discov-
erer; but the committee of the academy awarded the Monthyon
prize of 5,000 francs to be equally divided between him and Dr,
Morton. The latter declined to receive this joint award, pro-
tested against the decision of the academy, and in 1852 received
the large gold medal, the Monthyon prize in medicine and surgery.
He underwent an amount of persccution almost unparalleled in
the annals of personal enmity, in private and before Congress, his
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business was broken up, and his very house attached by the sheriff
for debts; but his indomitable will and the encouragement of firm
and powerful friends enabled him ever to maintain his claims to
the discovery. Relying upon the impartiality and generosity of
Congress for remuneration of his labors, he had presented his first
memorial in Deec. 1846, upont which the appointed committee did
not report. Strengthened by the testimonial inaugurated by the
trustees of the Massachusetts General Hospital in 1848, which
conceded to him the discovery of the power and safety of ether
in producing anwesthesia, he made a second application to Congress
in January, 1849; a committee, composed entirely of physicians,
heard the evidence on both sides, and reported that he was enti-
tled to the merit of the discovery; but on account of the press
of business towards the close of the session, and on the eve of a
change in the administration, they deemed it unadvisable to recom-
mend any pecuniary remuneration. Returning from Washington,
he made a brief stay at Baltimore, where he received the regular
title of M. D. from Washington University. In December, 1851,
he made a third and last appeal to Congress, and his memorial was
referred to a select committee; the report of the majority, after a
most elaborate investigation, awarded the honor of the discovery
to Dr. Morton, and in April, 1852, the majority reported a bill ap-
propriating $100,000 as a national testimonial for his discovery, on
the condition that he should surrender his patent to the Govern-
ment. This bill, on account of the excitement attending the then
approaching presidential election, was not acted upog, though
warmly approved by several members of the Cabinet, and urged
by members of Congress ; having at last been brought before the
Senate, as an amendment to the army appropriation bill, it was
adopted. In 1853, an amendment to the appropriation bill was
offered, granting $100,000 to the discoverer of practical anwsthe-
sia; after a warm debate, it passed the Senate, 26 to 23, but failed
in the House. In 1854, a similar bill was presented by Mr. Everett,
which passed the Senate by 24 to 13, but was lost in the House.
Thus ended a struggle of eight years spent in vindicating his
claims. In 1854 Dr. Morton attempted to obtain from the execu-
tive a recognition of the validity of his patent, supported by the
recommendation of 150 members of Congress that the right to use
his discovery be purchased for the public service, or that the Gov-
ernment respect its own patent, and discontinue its use. After
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two years’ delay, the President informed him that whenever it was
decided in the courts that the Government had violated his patent,
it would pay. At this defeat his creditors became importunate,
and redueed him and his family to utter poverty ; but in the win-
ter of 1856-7 a plan for a national testimonial was instituted in
Boston, encouraged by many of the principal physicians and mer-
chants of that city. In their appeal they give to him the credit
of presenting to the world the fact that a safe insensibility can be
produced by etheric vapors in the following words: “ Nearly the
whole of the medical profession of this city, in the midst of whom
the discovery was made, together with other bodies of competent
persons who have investigated its origin, have, after careful seru-
tiny, concurred in assigning this merit to Dr. Morton, and public
opinion has long since affirmed their verdict.” In 1858 a similar
appeal was made in New York, signed by the principal medical
men of that city, from which the following is an extract: “ For this
discovery the world is indebted to Dr. William T. G. Morton, of
Boston. Whatever may have heen the steps preliminary to this
remarkable discovery, Dr. Morton’s elaim to it is established be-
yond all controversy, and his merit in this respeet, with those who
have taken the trouble to inform themselves on the subject, can be
no longer a question of dispute.” In 1860 the medical profession
of Philadelphia signed a testimonial of the same character, which
says: “ We believe the practical originator of ansesthetic inhalation
to be Dr. William T. G. Morton, of Boston, Mass. We are con-
vinced that he is the one who first resorted to ethereal inhalation
for the purpose of producing insensibility to pain in a patient while
undergoing a surgical operation, and that he is the one who first
succeeded in effecting this result. He was, indisputably, the first
to urge the anwmsthetic properties of the vapor of ether upon the
attention of the medical profession, and thus succeeded in estab-
lishing the practice of anwmsthetic inhalation.” In 1858, to save his
home from the sheriff’s sale for debt, he instituted a suit against a
marine hospital surgeon for infringing his patent, as suggested by
the President, which was decided in his favor in the U. 8. Cireuit
Court. —See  Trials of a Public Benefictor,” by Dr. Nathan P,
Rice, (New York, 1859.)




APPENDIX D.

PROCEEDINGS OF HOSPITALS.

MASSACHUSETTS GENERAL HOSPITAL.

The undersigned, to whom a proposition of the Trustees of this
Hospital should contribute a fund to be established for the benefit
of Dr. Morton, was referred, report : —

That Dr. Morton is known to have been chiefly instrumental in
conferring a great good upon his race;

That his ageney in a discovery which has already relieved mul-
titudes from suffering, has yielded to him no pecuniary compen-
sation for its acknowledged benefits, but has, on the contrary, been
attended by many sacrifices;

That his only rewards have been the consciousness of a great
service rendered, and a title to fame;

That the government of the country has omitted to provide a
proper reward ;

That justice entitles him to remuneration, and that the only
mode in which it seems to be probable that the means of doing
that justice can be furnished is through voluntary contributions
from the philanthropic, in some such form as is now suggested.

Therefore, your Committee think that the object is proper, and
that its early attainment is to be desired; so that the only question
is whether the tystees may properly contribute of the funds of
this institution for its promotion.

No ordinary circumstance would justify the trustees, should they
apply any portion of the funds under their control to any object
other than the direct relief of the sick under their care.

But the relations between Dr. Morton and this Hospital, in
regard to the great discovery which prompts the proposed memor-
ial, are peculiar.

The first important surgical operation to which that diseovery
was npplicd, was performed within its walls, at his instance,

At a time when he supposed that his agency in it would be
pccuuiiﬂﬂ}' rewarded by those who should derive benefits from it,
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he conferred npon this Hospital the right to profit by it in all cases
without any charge.

We have been and shall continue to be benefited by it, to an
extent which no reasonable amount of money could compensate
for.

Dr. Morton and his friends think that the refusal of the trustees
of the Massachusetts General Hospital to subseribe to the contem-
plated fund would prevent its foundation. In view of all the cir-
cumstances, your Committee think that apprehension well founded.

When individuals have made bequests, or rendered remarkable
services to the institution, the trustees have deemed it proper to
expend such snms as may have been required to procure appro-
priate memorials of them, to be preserved within the walls of the
Hospital; and your Committee think that the propriety of a sub-
seription tow:ard the fund which it is now proposed to establish for
the benefit of Dr. Morton, would rest safely on the grounds which
Thave been found sufficient in such cases.

They therefore recommend that the subjoined vote be passed.

J. TromMas STEVENSON,
Jouxy LowkeLL,

Bostox, Fes. 22, 1857.

Voted, that the Chairman of this Board be requested to sub-
scribe, on behalf of the Massachusetts General Hospital, one tliou-
sand dollars toward the fund which it is proposed to establish for
the benefit of Dr. W. T. G. Morton, as a memorial of the great
service which that gentleman has rendered to science and to
humanity, in connection with the discovery of the uses of ether.

Trustees — Henry B. Rogers, John P. Bigelow, James B. Bradlee, William S.
Bullard, William J. Dale, William W. Greenough, Thomas Lamb, John Lowell,
ERobert M. Mason, Charles H. Mills, J. Thomas Stevenson, I-I:lward Wigglesworth,

} Clommnittee.

MASBACHUSETTS EYE AND EAR INFIRMARY.

Voted, that the Secretary of this Board be authorized to sub-
scribe, on behalf of the Massachusetts Charitable Eye and Ear
Infirmary, two hundred dollars toward the fund to be raised for the
benefit of Dr. W. T. G. Morton, as a recognition of the greatest
discovery of modern times, and an acknowledgment of the great
gervice which that gentleman has rendered to science and human-
ity by the discovery of the uses of ether.

Trustecs —J. 11. Walcott, J. W, Edmands, Henry Rice, Dr. E. Reynolds, G. H.
Shaw, C. H. Mills, R. W, Hooper, Moses Grant, James Lawrence, Dr. S. D.
Townseud, J. A, Blanchard.

Tueonore FroTHINGHAM, Secretary.
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NEW YORK HOSPITAL.
“Georce T. Triusrg, Eso.,

President of the Board of Governors of the New Yorl: Hospital.

Str: The members of the medical profession of New York have made an
appeal in behalf of Dr. Wm. T. G. Morton, of Boston, who was the first to dis-
cover and demonstrate by experiment the power of sulphuric ether to render the
human economy insensible to pain under surgical operations.

“The object of this appeal is to raise, by voluntary contributions, a fund, as a
national testimonial for his benefit, such as shall be a worthy acknowledgment of
the priceless value of a discovery which has already done and is constantly doing
so much to diminish human suffering.

“ Boston, the scene of Dr. Morton's labors, has taken the initiation in this effort,
and has made a noble beginning.

“Tt is believed that the action of the New York Hospital in reference to this
appeal, will exert an important influence on other kindred institutions in this city
and elsewhere, and it i3 therefore earnestly hoped that the object will be regarded
with favor by the Board of Governors. Nowhere in our whole land are the benefits
of this discovery more constantly witnessed than in the New York Hospital, and
there scems to be special propriety in such an institution acting a conspicuous part
in acknowledeing our common indebtedness to the discoverer of such a boon to
suffering hamanity.

“ Having been delegated to present this object to your Board, I beg leave, Mr.
President, through you, to submit this communication with the accompanying
appeal, to that honorable body for consideration at their next meeting.

“ I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
“GurpoNy Buck, M.D.
“New Yorxk, July 3, 1853."

The subject being thus fairly laid before the custodians of the
institutions of New York, the Society of the New York Hospital,
a close corporation, governed by the gentlemen named in the note
appended,* immediately voeed that their President, Hon. George
T. Trimble, subscribe five hundred dollars to the proposed fund.

COMMISSIONERS OF EMIGRATION, OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK.

The Commissioners of Emigration, composed of the gentlemen
named in the annexed note,T passed the following resolution : —

«Resolved, that in view of the great benefits derived by the In-
stitutions and patients under the charge of the Commissioners of
Emigration, by the use of sulphuric ether, the sum of two hundred
and fifty dollars to be donated to Dr. Wm. T. G. Morton, the dis-
coverer thereof, as a consideration of the feeling of the Board,
with an expression of regret that the present state of the funds
under their charge would not permit the Commissioners to show a.
more substantial appreciation of the great importance of the dis-

covery.”

- imble, Najah Taylor, Gulian C. Verplanck, James F. De Peyster, John A,
t-* ';’F[I;'f;gjgﬁﬂ{r“lgl,ﬂ|,eg,msm.¢f }ii Colling, Geor E‘._Hmey, Edwin D. Morgan, David
) *'i:_'] ‘Murray, Robert Lenox Kennedy, John David Wolfe, George F. Jones. Joseph
E;'E" i;;_ Thomas Hall Faile, Thomas B. Stillman, James N. bﬂbh,. eorge T. Olyphant,
I ?, ¢! Green, David Clarkeon, Abram 8. Hewitt, Frederick A. Conkling, Nathaniel P.
Bﬂ -1“ Otis D, Swan, Henry L. Pierson, James W. Beckman.
ai ;Ej:iia n C. Verplanck, Prest.; E. Crabtree, Vice-Prest. ; B. Caeserly, Sec’y; T'. D. Mor-
1 G ﬁuh Elijah F. Purdyf John P. Comming, U;rnu Curtis, Mayor of New

“cﬂ_i:'ﬁ':":r%} Brooklyn, President of the German Society, President of the Irish Emi-

grant Society.
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BEELLEVUE HOSPITAL.

The Governors of the Almshouse referred the subject to the
Committee on Bellevue Hospital to report. While considering
the subject, the Committee received from Stephen Smith, ».p., See-
retary, the following resolution, unanimously adopted by the
Medical Board of Bellevue Hospital : — '

Resolved, that the Medical Board of Bellevue Hospital cheer-
fully express their conviction that to the zeal, perseverance, and
skill of Dr. Wm. T. Green Morton, of Boston, in using sulphuric
ether to render persons insensible to pain, the world is indebted
for the present extended and beneficial use of anmsthetic agents
in the practice of medicine and surgery ; and they are convinced
that but for his energy, courage, and success, there is no reason to
believe that mankind would yet have received that boon from any
of the gentlemen whose names have been prominently connected
with this subject.

Joaxy W. Fraxcis, M.D.,
President Medical Board.
STEPHEN SMITH, M.D., Secretary.

Referred to Committee on Bellevue Hospital.

On the fourth of August, the Committee to whom the subject
was referred, reported in favor of appropriating the sum of $1,500.

On September 14, the following preamble and resolution, appro-
priating fifteen hundred dollars, was adopted : —

Resolved, that this Board view with high appreciation the initi-
atory steps taken by the Medical Faculty of the cities of Boston
and New York to acknowledge, in a substantial manner, the dis-
covery and appliances of sulphuric ether by Dr, Wm. T. G. Morton,
and believing the same to be, as expressed and set forth in their
testimonials, the greatest benefit of the present age rendered to
science and humanity, deem it our duty, in consideration thereof,
and of the many uses to which the same has been applied in the
institutions under our charge, to unqualifiedly indorse the same.

And be it further Resolved, that the sum of fifteen hundred
dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriated as compensation
for the use of sulphuric ether in the hospital under our charge, and
the same be taken from the unexpended appropriation of Belle-
vue Hogpital.

The President of the Board of Ten Governors immediately
made the subseription to the proposed fund.




APPENDIX E.

CORRESPONDENCE.

During the last summer, the Governor of Massachusetts, N. P.
Banks, late Speaker of the House of Representatives, wrote to his
Excellency the Governor of New York, that A national subserip-
tion, intended as an acknowledgment of his [Dr. Morton’s] great
public service in the discovery, and introduction to common use,
of this important power [sulphurie ether], has been commenced
here, under the auspices of gentlemen of the highest professional
standing, who were themselves witnesses of the successive steps
throngh which this discovery was made. They are men whose
names alone are a guarantee that their statements may be relied
upon, and no words of mine can aid in giving their opinion
strength. In addition to that of merchants and professional men
of the first eminence, you will find in the publication made by the
trustees of the fund to be raised, a petition to the President, signed
by a majority of the members of the thirty-third Congress, which
is, I think, to be regarded as an evidence of the very general esti-
mate which was made of the claims of Dr. Morton upon the
government and the public.

“The subseription has been liberally commenced in Boston, but
it is thought that other cities that have been benefited by the dis-
covery should participate in the recognition of the merits of the
discoverer, and in making him appropriate honers. I hope that
other cities may imitate the example of Boston in this respeet, and
contribute something to aid, and, I may say, relieve one who is
certainly deserving of great credit, and who has as yet received
no advantage from his discovery.”

Dr. James Jackson wrote to George Ripley, one of the editors
of the American Cyclopedia: “To him [Dr. Morton] the world
owes at least the introduction for useful purposes of sulphuric
ether, by employment of which by inbalation, he proved that in-
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sensibility might be produced m a human subjeet with safety, and
be maintained during powerful surgical operations. It is now more
than eleven years since he made this discovery known. At the
present day the benefit of it is known throughout the civilized
portion of the world. Every day, the persons who use the article
must be counted by thousands. If the knowledge of it could be
lost millions and millions of dollars could be raised for the recov-
ery of it. Every man is liable to the misfortunes which would
make the use of it invaluable to him.

“Is not something due to the gentleman who introduced the use
of ether for the use of the present and all future generations of
men ?  Shall it be recorded in history, that he lived on a very
small income, while millions were blessing his disecovery? Should
he not be repaid in some substantial manner? As I understand
the matter, his business has been destroyed, strange to say, and
he needs aid. May I ask you to make his case known in New
York, in the hope that he may receive the evidence of such grati-
tude as is due to him?”

Dr. Jacob Bigelow, President of the Academy of Arts and
Sciences, wrote to Dr. Parker, that “I hope the community who
are daily deriving the benefit of his [Dr. Morton’s] inestimable
discovery, will not be insensible to the debt they owe him. He is
the only man without whom the world would at this day have
wanted the blessing of ansthetic inhalation.”

Dr. O. W. Holmes wrote to Willard Parker, M.D.: « Tt gives
me great pleasure to add my name to that of my friends, who
have recommended the claims of Dr. W. T. G. Morton to your
favorable notice.

“ A surgeon in great business, like yourself, must know well what
we owe to the discoverer of the use of ether in surgery. The part
Dr. Morton took in that is matter of history, and I cannot but
think you will agree with us in believing that but for his happy
audacity we should have waited an indefinite period for the dis-
covery.

“I write this time, therefore, to request your kind consideration
of the subject that will be presented to your notice, not professing
to have any personal claim upon your valuable time, but consider-
ing that your position entitles you to the honor of being among

the foremost in every movement involving the interest of science
and humanity.”

i
1
|
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Dr. John Jeffries, wrote to Willard Parker, M. D.: « Of the jus-
tice to his [Dr. Morton’s] claim, as the person by whom this great
benefaction was conferred on the medieal profession, and upon
mankind, I entertain no doubt; and consequently of the weight of
obligations which physicians and societies at large are under to
him for this benefit. A public benefaction has been set on foot for
Dr. Morton, who is himself poor, and made so, in some measure, in
consequence of his agency in providing a blessing for mankind. It
has my full approbation and best wishes for its success. I would
also express my confidence in the plan and details by which it was
carried out, arising from the high character for intelligence and
integrity of gentlemen under whose auspices it is to be conducted.
Whatever you may please to do to aid, will be on the side of jus-
tice and humanity.”

Dr. 8. D. Townsend, one of the surgeons of Massachusetts Gen-
eral Hospital, wrote to Willard Parker, m.p.: “Having been con-
versant with the use of ether from the first day of its introduction,
I have always given to Dr. Morton the credit of being the author
of its extensive employment into our profession. The object of
this movement is to obtain subsecriptions to a fund, to be placed in
the hands of trustees, for his [Dr. Morton’s] benefit, which is to be
raised from different hospitals in the country, that have been so
greatly benefited by its use. Dr. Morton’s pecuniary circumstances
have been greatly reduced by the exclusive attentions he has paid
to this object, having entirely broken up the business which he was
extensively engaged in; and he needs the aid of all professional
men, who have been so greatly benefited by this discovery. I am
gure I can rely upon you to give it all the assistance which your

. - - - = [} ?’
prominent sitnation can afford him.

Nathaniel I Bowditeh, Esq., in a letter to Amos A. Lawrence
and John Lowell, Trustees of the Morton Fund, says: © Circum-
stances, 48 you are aware, made me originally take great interest in
the ether discovery. In the Hospital Report and a pamphlet in
vindication of it, I have expressed, as foreibly as in my power, my
conviction that it is to the boldness, energy, and perseverance of
Dr. Morton that the world owes the demonstration of this great
truth of science. I have never seen the slichtest reason for doubt-

ing the aceuracy of the conclusion at which I first arrived. It
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happens that in my own person I have already had occasion to be
especially thankful for this blessing, Ether has been administered
to me no less than seven times, and on each oceasion has saved me
from great suffering. I consider Dr. Morton, indeed, to be one of
my permanent attendant physicians, and one the value of whose
preseription cannot be estimated in money, or expressed in words,
I have therefore cheerfully subseribed $500 on the book which you
sent me.”

Thomas B. Curtis, Esq, of Boston, in a letter to William E.
Bowen, Esq., of Philadelphia: “Dr. Morton first made known
to the world the blessed effects of ether in doing away with pain.
Instead of riches and honor, he has reaped nothing from his great
discovery. Our Government has cheated him, but they have not
deprived him of the support of the most eminent surgeons in
America, and the sympathy of many of our best citizens.”

Dr. Wm. H. Van Buren, of the New York Hospital, in a letter
to Prof. Neill, of Philadelphia: “ Here, there was no dissenting
voice in the right quarter, that is, among the profession,—and I
think on the broad ground of humanity, Dr. Morton has a right to
our support. His misfortunes entitle him to our regard above all
other considerations.”

Dr. Fordyce Barker, of the Bellevue Hospital, New York, in a
letter to Dr. Edward Hartshorne, of Philadelphia: “ The profession
in this city and in Boston have with great unanimity made an
effort to induce the people to bestow upon Dr. Morton some
reward proportioned to the value of his discovery, and it is
hoped that our brethren in Philadelphia will join heartily in the
endeavor.”

Dr. George T. Eliot, of the Bellevue Hospital, New York, in a
letter to Dr. Biddle, of Philadelphia: “I sincerely think that Dr.
Morton ought to be placed above the neeessity for labor during his
life, and that it is a reproach to the United States that the Govern-
ment did not behave differently. The feeling of the profession
here is in favor of the testimonial in his behalf”

Dr. Batcheldor, President of the Academy of Medicine, New
York, in a letter to Prof. Meigs, of Philadelphia: “Dr. Wm. T. G.
Morton, the discoverer of Anwmsthesia, now so universally em-
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ployed in the alleviation of human suffering, in perfecting his
discovery and in introducing it to the world, has made great sacri-
fices, and it is no more than just that he should reap some reward,
small though it may be, in comparison to the vast benefits which
he has conferred upon suffering humanity. The appeal to the jus-
tice and liberality of our fellow-citizens has been gladly seconded
by the profession in this ecity, and I have no doubt that such will
be the case in your city.”

Dr. John H. Griscom, of the New York Hospital, in a letter to
Prof. George B. Wood, of Philadelphia: “The medical profession
of Boston and in New York have taken great interest in the effort
now in progress to obtain from the people a testimonial of a sub-
stantial character in favor of Dr, Morton, whose sacrifices, means,
time, and health in his devotion to the perfecting of this most
extraordinary discovery, render some pecuniary return essential.
We regard this as a truly national matter, to which the profession
of the whole country should lend their aid.”

Dr. Isaac Wood, of the Bellevue Hospital, New York, in a let-
ter to Prof. George B. Wood, of Philadelphia: “ At a meeting of
our Medical Board, held last evening at my house, a resolution
was unanimously passed, to recommend the testimonial to Dr.
Morton to the favorable notice of the Board of ten Governors of
the Bellevue Hospital.”

Prof. Valentine Mott, of New York, in a letter to Prof. Pan-
coast, of Philadelphia: “The Profession here generally award to
Dr. Morton the honor of this great discovery. We have been
doing, for the Testimonial to him, a little in this city.”

Dr. John W. Francis, of New York, in a letter to Prof. Samuel
Jackson, of Philadelphia: Something, our entire Faculty have
determined, must be done for Dr. Morton as a great benefactor to
humanity. In New York we are not idle. Our Bellevue Hos-
pital, I believe, will make a liberal donation.”

Dr. F. M. Markoe, of the New York Hospital, in a letter to Dr.
Franklin Bache, of Philadelphia: “We have been much inter-
ested in the matter of the Testimonial to Dr. Morton, and feel the
conviction that not only he is entitled to the credit of the discoy-
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ery of this great practical use of ether, but that the country owe
him a debt of gratitude which ought to take some tangible and
available form.”

Prof. Alfred C. Post, of New York, in a letter to Prof S. D.
Gross, of Philadelphia: I hope the Profession, of your city, will
take an interest in obtaining from the community some substantial
acknowledgment of the great services which Dr. Morton has ren-
dered to science and humanity.

“1I think, from the investigations which I have made, that there
is no reason to doubt that he is entitled to the exclusive merit of
introducing the valuable discovery which he claims to have made,
and that the efforts which have been made by others to deprive
him of his claim have been characterized by gross injustice.”

Dr. B. W. McCready, of the Bellevue Hospital, New York, in
a letter to Dr. W. I. Gobrecht, of Philadelphia: “It has been
deemed just, by the leading medical men of Boston and New
York, that Dr. Morton should realize something more from his dis-
covery than barren honors, to which he has to support his claims
at his own expense.”

Prof. Willard Parker, of New York, in a letter to Mr. Allsop:
“Dr. Morton has laid the civilized world under an infinite obliga-
tion, and exhausted his means by so doing. I am desirous that
some return should be made, and he be relieved from his condition

of want. In this city a movement is being made in furtherance
of this object.”

Dr. John Watson, of the New York Hospital, in a letter to John
A. Stevens, Esq.: “As our national government is not likely to
remunerate Dr. Morton for the trouble and expense, not to speal
of loss of business, to which he has been subjected, American
people should take his sacrifices into serious consideration, and
show by their own liberality that what the Government cannot do,
the people are not willing to leave undone.”



APPLICATIONS

BY THE MORTON TESTIMONIAL ASSOCJIATION

TO THE 37TH AND 38TH CONGRESS, URGING COMPENSATION FOR THE

USE OF ANAEBESTHETICS

In the Army and Navy of the United States,

-

This Association, consisting of some of the most distinguished
and scientific men of the country, and representing a large body
of American physicians, was formed for the purpose of procuring
from the Government and the people an adequate testimonial for
Dr. Morton, as a remuneration for the expenditures* Le has incur-
red in conferring upon them the inestimable boon of Etherization.

Before further urging this testimonial upon the people this Asso-
ciation determined o make an application to the Government for
the use of Anmsthetics in the army and navy, under auspices that
should as far as possible determine whether, under any circum-
gtances, Congress would make an appropriation to Dr, Morton, or
whether the whole amount must be raised from the people.

The military committee of the Senate, 3Tth Congress, 3d Ses-
sion, made a report confirming all the previous, reports, affirmed
the claim of Dr. Morton, and reported the facts to the Senate, but
they refused to pass a bill,

It will be seen by the representation made to Congress by this
Association, that they secured the coperation of the most eminent
and patriotic persons in the country.

The following document and selections from the papers that
accompanied it will convey an idea how vigorously and enthusi-
astically this claim was urged upon Congress from all sections of
the Union:

) * Estimated at iﬂﬂﬂ,ﬂﬂﬂ:& Eee Senate report No. 89, 87th Congress, 3d Session.
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A REPRESENTATION TO CONGREEE, BY THE MORTON TESTIMO-
NIAL ASSOCIATION, COVERING A PORTION OF THE NEW AND
RECENTLY RECEIVED PETITIONS, MEMORIALS, RESOLUTIONS,
AND LETTERS FROM A LARGE NUMBER OF THE BSCIENTIFIC
SOCIETIES, PROFESSORS AND SURGEONS OF THE PRINCIPAL
COLLEGES AND HOSPITALS, EURGEONS AND OFFICERS OF THE
FEDERAL ARMY, ETC., ETC., URGING COMPENSATION FOR THE
USE OF ANJESTHETICS IN THE ARMY AND NAVY. SUBMITTED
TO THE THIRTY-EIGHTH CONGRESS.

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States in Congress assembled :

An Association having been formed in the city of Boston, Mass.,
representing a large body of American physicians, for the purpose
of procuring for Dr. W. T. G. Morton, of Boston, an expression of
the grateful sense entertained by his fellow men, of the bentfit he
has conferred on them, and some adequate remuneration for his
expenditures in demonstrating the great physiological fact that
the human system may be safely placed in a condition of insensi-
bility to pain, and establishing the practicability and safety of
Etherization, which led directly to the use of chloroform and other
anwsthetic agents for the relief of human suffering; and in the
succeseful introduction of this great discovery :

The subscriber, on behalf of the Association, herewith respect-
fully submits to Congress petitions and representations recently
received by it from members of the American Medical Association,
Scientific Societies, Professors and Surgeons, of the principal eol-
leges and hospitals, Surgeons, Officers and wounded soldiers of
the Federal army, and prominent citizens, and selections from
numerous letters and testimonials of the most emphatic character
from men eminent in the various professions throughout the
country, urging upou Congress an immediate appropriation for
the use of anmsthetics in the army and navy; also proceedings of
the “Morton Testimonial Association,” embracing the signatures
and resolutions of the Medical Profession of Boston, New York and
Philadelphia, in support of Dr. Morton’s claims.

By reference to Senate Report No. 89, 37th Congress, 3d Session *
on Dr. Morton's title and efforts to gain from the United States
Government a return of the expenditures that he has made in the

* The evidence upon which this Report is based, may be f i i
the gppendix in the Seoate dwuman?mm. i R bk L o
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introduction of Etherization, it will be seen, that in the opinion of
the Medical Profession of America, as well as of the chief autho-
rities of our National Government and of competent institutions
in our own country and in Europe, and of our most eminent men
of science and letters, Dr. Morton is entitled to the merit of having
given this universal blessing to the human family.

Thousands of our citizens in private life have been saved from
the pangs incident to the various diseases to which the race is
Buhjeét; thousands of our soldiers, on the field of battle, have been
made insensible to the tortures of gun-shot wounds and surgical
operations; thousands of mothers have been spared the agonies
of childbirth by the beneficent agency of ether and chloroform;
but Dr. Morton himself has spent many years of his life and all his
property, and though no longer a young man, is still impoverished
by the exertions he has made in conferring this great blessing on
mankind. It is respectfully suggested that some token from
Government of the just appreciation of the value of the services
of this benefactor of his fellow-creatures, is simply an act of jus-
tice. The introduction of Anasthetics would have been worth
millions of money to the country during the present war, could it
have been no otherwise obtained, and that it is due to the charac-
ter of a great people, whose soldiers have been so signally bene-
fited by this discovery, that their representatives should express
to Dr. Morton their gratitude for the benefit he has conferred upon
his fellow countrymen, as well as upon all mankind, by some tes-
timonial of a value adequate to the benefits which have been con-
ferred, and the resources of the nation which has received them.

On behalf of the Morton Testimonial Association,*
JOHN WARE, Ch. Ez. Com.

* See page 5, Proceedings of the Morton Testimonial Association.



AN APPEAL.

' To the New England Delegation in Congress, United States:

GexTLEMEN: The undersigned hereby express to you their con-
viction that Dr, Wm. T. G. Morton is the discoverer of the prac-
tical application of Etherization for the relief of pain, generally,
and in surgical operations in particular; that we consider it one
of the most important discoveries ever made in medicine, and one
of the most important to the human race ever made by man; and
we do most earnestly desire, as a matter of justice to Dr. Morton,
that you will sustain and urge his application to the Government
and Congress for remuneration, whenever it is presented, accord-
ing to the best of your distinguished abilities.

A. D. 1864.
HARVARD UNIVERSITY.

Thomas Hill, LL.D., President of Harvard University.
Joseph Lovering, Professor in Harvard University.
Benjamin Peirce, 5 3

Jeffries Wyman,
Oliver Stearns, & b
Francis James Child,
Emory Washburn,
Francis Bowen,

James Russell Lowell,
G. P. Bond, i &
W. W. Goodwin, o £

George M. Lane, H i
Henry W. Longfellow, late Professor in Harvard University.

Jared Sparks, late President of Harvard University.

E. N. Horsford, late Rumford Professor in Harvard '[]f:111ﬁnezr.=.=.1tjr
J. E. Worcester, Worcester’s Dictionary.

Joseph Winlock, U. 8. Nautical Almanack.

(1] i

i 1]
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AMHERST COLLEGE.
W. H. Stearns, D. D., LL.D., President of Amherst College.

E. Hitchcock, late President and Professor of Amherst College.
E. 8. Snell, Professor of Amherst College.

W. 8. Tyler, “ H
J. G. Vose, o T
E. P. Crowell, 2 i
E. Hitchcock, Jr., * s
Wm. L. Montague, * g
R. H. Mather, L rodl /28
WILLIAMS,

Mark Hopkins, D. D., LL.D., President of Williams College.,
Albert Hawkins, Professor of Williams College.

John Tatlock, iy i

John Bascom, A -

Arthur L. Perry, 3
John L. T. Phillips, **

BOSTON.
Amos A. Lawrence, J. Ingersoll Bowditch,
Gardner Brewer, Edward Austin,
Charles Amory, Franklin Hawven,
James Lawrence, David Sears,
George B. Upton, W. W. Tucker,
James Amory, Abbott Lawrence,
Isaac Livermore, John A. Lowell,
J. M. Forbes, James Bowdoin Bradlee,
R. B. Forbes, Alpheus Hardy,
William Dwight, George W. Lyman,

and one thousand others.



PETITIONS.

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Represeniatives of the
United Stales in Congress assembled :

The undersigned hereby testify to your honorable body, that in
almost the unanimous opinion of the Medical Profession of America,
as well as of our National Government and competent institutions,
Dr. Morton was the first to discover or demonstrate the great phy-
siological fact that the human system is capable of being placed
safely in a condition in which it becomes insensible to pain; and
to prove the practicability and safety of Etherization, which
directly led to the use of chloroform and other anssthetic agents
for the relief of human suffering, they beg leave earnestly to repre-
gent to Congress, that, in their opinion, the introduction of anses-
thetics would have been worth millions of money to the country
during the present war could it have been no otherwise obtained;
and that it is due to the character of a great people, whose soldiers
have been so signally benefited by this discovery, that their repre-
sentatives should express to Dr. Morton their gratitude for the
benefit he has conferred upon his fellow countrymen, as well as
upon all mankind, by some testimonial of a value adequate to the
benefits which have been conferred, and the resources of the nation
which has received them.

MAINE.
Bowdoin College, 1864.

Leonard Woods; Id. D.; President of Medical Faculty.
P. A. Chadbourne, M. D., Professor in Bowdoin College.

Willinm C. Robinson, M. D., *¢ s
Igrael T. Dana, M. D., i T
Isasc Lincoln, M. D., L ‘¢

John D. Liocoln, M. D., 6 6
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H. W. Torrey, Prof. in Harvard Univ.  Woleott Gibbs, Prof. in Harvard Univ.
Asn Gray, € ik Joel Parker, L L
Daniel Treadwell, late Prof. in Harvard University.

Georgetown College, 18064,

John Early, President Georgetown College.
Leonard Nota, D. D., Professor in Georgetown College.
James Curley, 6 i i

Cleveland Medical College, 1364.

John Delamater, M. D. Alleyne Maynard, M. D.
I. P. Kirtland, M. D. Proctor Thayer, M. D.
J. Lang Capels, M. D. D. H. Scott, M. D.

H. Kirke Cushing, M. D.*
University of Michigan, 1864.

Geo. P. Williams, Prof. of Physics. Edw. Olney, Prof. of Mathematies.
Jas. K. Boise, Prof. of Greek. E. 0. Haven, Prezident of University of
Henry 8. Frieze, Prof. of Latin. Michigan.

Jas. C. Watson, Prof. of Astronomy. L. D. Chapin, Prof. of Philosophy.
E. P. Evans, Professor of Modern Lan- C. K. Adams, Acting Prof. of History.
guages and Literature.

Dartmouth College, N. H., 1864.
Asa D. Smith, Pres’t of Dartmouth Coll. Chas. A. Aiken, Prof. of Latin.
0. P, Hubbard, Prof. of Chemistry. Wm. A. Packard, Prof. of Greek.
Daniel J. Noyes, Prof. of Theology. 8. G. Brown, Prof. Natural Philosophy.
Edwin D. Sanborn, Prof. Rhetorie, &e. George 8. Morris, Tutor.

Iniversity of Rochester, 1804.

M. B. Anderson, President University of Rochester.

A. C. Kendrick, Prof. of Greek.

J. F. Richardson, Prof. of Latin, &e.

J. T. Quimby, Prof. of Mathematics and Natural Philosophy.
8. 8. Cutting, Prof. of Rhetoric and History.

Henry A. Ward, Prof. of Natural Beiences.

Princeton, N. J., March 3, 1864.

John Maclean, Pres’t of the Coll. of N.J. Arnold Guyot, Prof. of Geology and Phys-
Stephen Alexander, Prof. of Nat. Philo- ieal Geography.

gophy and of Astronomy. J. 8. Echanck, Prof. of Chemistry.
Lyman N. Atwater, Prof. of Mental and J. H. Mcllvaine, Prof. of Belles Lettrea.
Moral Philosophy- H. C. Cameron, Prof. Greek.
G. Musgrave Giger, Prof. of Latin. John T. Dufficlds, Prof, Math. and Mech.

Geneva Medical College, 1504.
H. N. Eastman, M. D., Prof. Theory and
Practice, Geneva Med. College, N. Y. H. A. Potter, M. D.
. Hobart College, Geneva, 1804,
. Motealf, P. D W. D. Wetaon, D. D.
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SURGEONS AND OFFICERS OF THE ARMY.*

e

. Feb. 4th, 1863.
D. C. Greenleaf, Assistant Surgeon 4th Iowa Infantry.

J. G. Eckles, Chaplain 4th Iowa Infantry Volunteers.

Culpepper, Va., Jan. 28, 1864.

C. A. Wheeler, Asst. Surg. 12th Mass. W. H. W. Hinds, Surgeon 12th Mass.
Chas. C. Wehrum, Adjt. 12th Mass.

U. 8. Marine Hospital, St. Louis, Mo., Jan. 30, 1864.
James H. Peabody, Surg. U. 8. Vols. L. H. Callaway, A. A. Burg. U. 8. A.

Philadelphia, Feb. 8th, 1864.
Paul B. Goddard, Surgeon U. 8. Vols.

J. A. Brady, Act. A. Surg. U. 8. A., in Jno. 8. Logan, A. A. Surgeon U. 8. A.
charge Oficers® Hospital, Louisville, Henry A. Mitchell. Major Ind. Cav.
Ky. John L. Bryan, A. A. Surg. U. 8. A.

F. Meacham, Surg. U. 8. V. R. A. Bell, A. A. Burg. T. B. A.

F. M. Oakley, Asst. Surg. U. 5. V.

Washington, D. C., Jan. 30th, 1864.

J. 8. Watts, Act. Burg. 4th Michigan George W. Lumbard, Lieut.-Col. Comd’g
Infantry. 4th Michigan Vol,

Robert Le Baron, Ass’t Surgeon. Jairus W. Hall, Major 4th Mich. Vols.

John Seage, Chaplain 4th Michigan Inf.

Baltimore, Md., Jan. 1864.

C. W. Jones, Surg. U. 8. Vols. W. G. Bmall, Act. Ass’t Burg. U. 8. A,
E. E. Atkioson, Act. Ass't Surg. U.5.A. H. M. Drach, Aot. Ass’t. Surg. U. 8. A.

Lynn,; Mass.; Jan. 1864.
B. B. Breed, Surgeon U. 8. Vols.

5th Corps,; Army of the Potomae,
January 26th, 1864.

John Bell, Assistant Surgeon U. 8. Army.

HEADQUARTERS ARTILLERY BRIGADE, }

f D tments, Surgeon-General, Chief Bureau of Medicine and Sur-
EB:FI’IE:I: nlun; e;:? Iﬂr; ﬁr[:'.ly and Navy, will be found in the Appendix to Senate
Report, }5:. 39, 37th Gﬂ'ﬂg]r;E!, Jd Sesdion, pp. 76 to 86.
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February 31, 1804.

Norman Gay, Surg. U. 8. V. J. L. Hoover, A. Asst. Burg. U, 3. A.
P. N. Woodsy 39 Iowa Inf. Surg. 2d Div. W. D. Craig, A. Asst. Sur. 9th Ill. Inof.
F. F. Randolph, Asst. Surg. 18th V. J. C. Bimonson, Asst. Sur. 66th Ind. Inf.

1864.
W. Nichols, Jr., M. D)., Ass’t Surgeon 2d Mass. Infantry.

Louisville, Kentucky, Jan. 30th, 18684.
R. C. Wood, A. Surg. Genl. U. 8. A.  C. C. Byroe, A. Surg. U. B. A,
Joseph B. Brown, Burg. U. 8. A. John W. Brewer, Asst. Surg. U. 8. A.
F. L. Toun, Asst. Surgecon U. 8. A. B. E. Fryer, Asst. Surgeon U. 8. A.
C. C. Gray, Asst. Surgeon U. 8. Army. John A. Octerlang, A. A, B. U. 8. A.

U. 8. General Hospital, Mound City, Illinois, Jan. 31, 1864.

H. Wardner, Surg. U. 8. V., in charge C. H. Vaill, A. A. Surgeon, U. 8. A,

of hospital. Wm. N. McCoy, A. A. Surg. T. 8. A.
A. H. Kellogg, M.D., A.A. S8ur. U.8.A. John Sartorius, Hos. 8teward, U. 8. A.
J. A. C. McCoy, M. D., A. A. Surgeon Cornelius A. Groot, Med. Cadet, U. 5. A.

U‘ EI .&i
Philadelphia, 1864.

Chas. 0°Leary, Surgeon U. 8. V., Med. Director 6th Corps.

Washington, D. C., 1864.
J. C. McKee, Asst. Surgeon U. 8. A., in Henry E. Paine, M. D.

charge of Lincoln Hospital. John Stark, M. D.
H. M. Dean, M. D. H. C. Burritt, M. D.
W. F. Peck, M. D. Jno. G. Waleott, M. D.
A. M. Allen, M. D, H. Allen, M. D.

A. M. Plant, M. D.
The above gentlemen constitute the Staff of Lincoln Hoep., Washington, D. C.

Fort Slocum, D. C., 1864.
John J. Meigs, Asgistant Surgeon 1st H. Wm. Goodrich, Capt.

Artillery. Chas. Hundson, Maj. 1st H. Art.
Edward P. Lee, Capt. 1st H. Artillery. Chas. J. Lewis, 1st Lt. 1st H. Artillery.
Aldan F. Walker, Capt. J. R. Maxham, Ist Lt. 1st H. Artillery.
E. B. Parker, Lieut. Eli R. Hart, 2d Lient. 1st H. Artillery.
Robinson Templeton, Capt. Geo. G. Tilden, 1st Lt. 1st H. Artillery.

Orlo H. Austin, 1st. Lieut. 1st H. Art.
Cincinnati, 0., Feb., 1864.

A. J. Blemmer, Brig. Gen. U. 8. V. J. F. Head, Surgeon, U. 8. Army.

1864.
R. Murray, Surgeon U. 8. Army.

Baltimore, Md., 1864.
Thomas Hewson Bache, Surgeon U. B. Vols.

HeApQUuARTERS 18T BrigADE (Regulars),
2d Div. 5th Corps, 1864. ;

Samuel A. Storrow, Assistant Surgeon U. 8. A. Surgeon-in-Chief 1st Brigade
. (Regulars), 2d Div., 5th Corps, Army of the Potomac,
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HospPITAL—CAMP PAROL, NEAR A¥¥aPoLIS, Mp., z

Jonuary 29th, 1804.
James W. Pittman, Surgeon U. 5. V.

Auvdrew MeLetchie, Assistant Surgeon 79th N. Y. 8. M,
B- F' BII]]]J'}"; M! D! r

Annapolis, Md., 1864.
B. Howard, Assistant Surgeon U. 8. A.

' Philadelphia, Jan. 26, 1864.

BE. Knickerbocker, Assistant Surgeon U. 8 Army.
Edward L. Duer, A. Assistant Surgeon U. 5. Army.

Philadelphia, Pa., 1363.
D. Keonedy, Act. Ass’t Surg. U. 8. A. M. J. Grier, Act. Ass’t Surg. U. 8. A.
L. K. Baldwin, Act. Ass’t Burg. U. 8.A. 8. G. Minassian, Act. Ass’t Surg. U. 8.
F. L. 0. Rehmg, Act. Assz’t Sur. U.8.A. Army.

Edward Stonor, Act. SBurg. U. 8. A. J. H. Dixon, Act. Ass’t Surg. U. 8. A.
M. Lampen, Act. Ass't Surg. U. 8. A.  Elisha Crowell, Act. Ase’t Surg. U. B. A.
E. Dyer, Act. Ass’t Surg. U. 8. A. James Williams, Act. Ass’t SBurg. U. 8.

W. West, A. Ass't Sargeon U. . Army.  Army.

James H. Hutchinson, Act. Ass't Surg. Joseph B. Roe, Act. Ass’t Surg. U. 8.A.
U. 8. Army. M. W. Richards, Act. Ase’t Burg. U. 8.

A. H. Norwood, Ass't Surg. U. 5. A. Army.

Camp 9th Mass. Vols., Januvary 26th, 1864.
P. R. Guiney, Colonel 9th Mass. and commanding 2d brigade.
James F. Sullivan, Surgeon 9th Regiment Mass. Vols.
M. W. Phalen, Adjutant 9th Mass.
Every officer of this regiment would gladly recommend this petition if time were
allowed to present it to them. J. F. SBuLrtivaw, SBargeon.

Washington, D. C., 1864.
W. H. Lincoln, Surg. Tth Mass. Vols. E. N. Dean, Adjutant 7th Mass.
Thnmas D- Jﬂh‘l]!’!, col. Tt-h Mﬂsa vﬂll- J.,, W. Thﬂmpﬁu]:l, A!- R+ Q- M- thlh B{t vi

Camp in the Field, January 20th, 1864.
George W. Tower, jr., Assistant Surgeon 24th Michigan Vols.

Alexandria, Va., January 30th, 1864.
Charles Page, Surgeon . 8. A. Richard E. Price, Acting Assistant Burg.

W. Leon Hammond, M. D., Acting Ass’t U. 8. A.
Surgeon U. 8. A. James Robertson, Acting Assistant Surg.

Charles W. Koechling, Acting Agszistant  U. 8. A.
Surgeon U. 8. A. D. T. Brown, Act. Ass’t Surg. U. 8. A.

Wmﬁ.iﬂgfﬂﬂ, D. El’ 1864.
Franklin Grube, Assistant SBurgeon U. B. Joseph Taylor, Acting Assistant Surgeon

ana.. 3 U- E- .i.ﬁ:- :
Theodore H. Cooper, Acting Assistant John J. Linson, Assistant Surgeon 6th N.
Surgeon U. 8. A. Y. Artillery.

Washington, D. C., February, 1864,
Lieut. Col. J. B. Parsons, commanding John H. Gilman, Assistant Surgeon.
10th Mass. Vols. F. B. Perkins, Chaplain.
p. F. Parker, Major 10th Mass. Vols.
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Washington, D. C., 1864.
Thomas Sherwin, jr., Lieut.-Col. com- Mason W. Burt, Major 22d Mass. Vola.
manding 22d Mass. Infantry. G.T. Perkins, Ass’t Surg. 22d M. V.
Fred. 8. Benson, Lieut. and Adjutant 22d Mass. Vols.

HEADQUARTERS, 15T BRIGADE, 1st Drvision, 1st Aruy Corrs,
January 29th, 1864.

Henry A. Morrow, Col. 24th Mich. Vols., J. H. Beech, Surgeon-in-Chief of 1st
commanding Brigade. Erigade, &e.
J. D. Wood, Captain and Assistant !u! D. B. Daily, Lt. and Act. Ass’t D. C.
jutant General.
Alerandria, Va., 1864,
Edward Brooks, Assistant Surgeon U. 8. Army.

Washington, D. C., 1864,
J. H. Baxter, Surgeon U. 8. V.

Washington, D, C., 1864,

W. H. Wilbur, Surgeon 1st Rhode Island Augustine A. Mann, Assistant Surgeon
Cavalry. 1st Rhode Izland Cavalry.

Washington, D. C., 1864.
Jos. 8. Goge, Lt.-Col. 20th Mo. Vols., J. Eden, 1st Lieut. and Adjatant 4th
and A. A. I. Gen. 1st Div. 15th A. C. Towa.
8. D. Nichols, Maj. command’g 4th Towa M. W. Robbins, Surg. 4th Iowa Infan’y.
Veteran Infantry. ;
Camp near Brandy Station, Va., 1804.

L. D. Miller, Ass*t Surg. in charge 1st A. M. Way, Major 1st N. Y. Vola.

N. J. Vols. Isanc L. F. Elkin, Adjutant 1st N. J.
Wm. Henry, Lieut.-Col. commanding Infantry.

13th Infantry. R. B. Gard, Chaplain 1st N. J. Vols.

1864.

Sam?’] 8. Jessop, A. A. 8. U. B. A. J. Z. Hall, A. A. Surg. U. 8. A.
Ira Impey, A. A. 8. U. 8. A. F. DeWint, A. A. Surg. U. 8. A.
Henry H. Ruger, Med. Cadet, U. 8. A. B. Johnson, A. A. Surg. U. 8. A.
J. BE. Wilson, A. A. 8. U. 8. A. W. M. Dorran, A. A. 8. U. 8. A.
J. 8. Bull, A. A. B. U. B. A. E. J. D. Irwin, Burg. U. 8. Army, Sup’t
Jennat Wright, Ass’t Burg. U. 8. A. U. 8. Gen. Hospital.

J. M. Study, Ass’t Surg. U. 8. Vols.

West Creek, West Virginia, Feb. 14th, 1864.

John M. Robinson, Burgeon U. 8. V., Medical Director, 2d Division.
D. Baguley, Surg. 1st West Va. Vols., Act. Med. Direct. 2d Brigade.
W. B. Crain, Act. Surg. Ringgold Batt. Penn. Cavalry.

John 8. Taylor, 1st Asst. Surg. 23d Illinois Vols., Act. Surg.

C. M. Stinson, 2d Ass’t Burg. 23d Illinois Vols.

J. English, Ass’t SBurg. 1st Virginia Vols.

David Shanor, Ass’t Surg. 4th West Virginia Cavalry.

1864,
Cyrus 8. Mann, Aes’t SBurg, 6th Mase. Cavalry.
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Faﬂ..ty Island, 8. C., Feb. Tth, 1864.
Burt . Wilder, Ass’t Surgeon 55th Mass. L. I.

Vicksburg, Feb. 11, 1863.
Wm. W. Nelson, Ass’t Surg. 15th Towa, in charge 1st Div. Pioneer Corps.

Warsaw, 18064.
Edw. K. Parks, M. D. W. H. Davenport, M. D.
T. Davenport, M. D. 8. C. SBapp, M. D.
H. M. Cowgill, M. D.

E. J. Bonnie, M. D., 8urgeon 2d Michigan Inf*y.
H. A. Cleland, Ass’t Surgeon 2d Michigan Inf’y.
R. 8. Vickey, Ass’t Surgeon 2d Michigan Vols,

Cincinnati, 1864,

Maryville, 1864.
Wm. Brownell, Surg. 2d Michigan Cavalry.

Edwin C. Bidwell, SBurg. 31st Mass. Vols. (6th Mass. Cavalry.)
Bamuel A. Green, Surg. 24th Mass. Vols.
Luecius B. Smith, Surg.Tth Reg’t Minn. Vols.
Heanquarters Mep. Derr. 341m Towa Vors.,
Coast of Texas. }
Vietor H. Coffman, Surg. 34th Iowa Vols.
Warren 8. Dungan, Lient.-Col. commanding 34th Towa Vols.

Wm. W. Bryant, Adjutant.
Memphis, Tenn., 1864.

J. M. Mack, Burgeon 113th Ill. Inf. Geo. B. Hogg, Colonel.
L. B. Brown, Ass’t Surgeon. Cephas Williams, Major.
Natchez, Miss., April, 1863.
John KEemper, Assistant Burgeon 28th I1l. Infantry.

Fort Cumming, N. M., 18(3.
Rudolf Taunszky, M. D., Assistant Surgeon U. 8. V.; Post Surgeon at Fort Cum-
mings, N. M., late a Surgeon in the Italian Army.

March 31, 1864.

8. B. Hadley, Surg. 35th I1l. Vols. Jno. P. Duncan, Maj. 13th Ky. Vols.
Wm. W. Henry, Lt. Col. 10th Vt. Vols. E. 5. Cooper, Asa’t Surg. L
Almon Clark, Ass’t Surg. o L. J. Taylor, 2d Ass’t Surg.
WJ"“J"E Lj"]]]ﬂ-'l!; Adjuhu.ut- L J. K. H. UE]L‘].WG“, 'L‘apt. Ca. G, 13th E‘_f.
T Vols., and Provost Marshal 1st Brig-

E. M. Haynes, Chaplain ;
Owen M. Long, Sur. 11th I11. Infantry. ade, 2d Div., 23d Army Corps.

B. P. Estes, Lt. Col. comdg. 13th Ky. Vol. Inf. (formerly a physician.)

Kansas City, Mo., March 20, 1864.
8. D. Carpeuter, Surg. U. 8. Vols., Medi- 8. R. Towle, Surg. 30th Mass. Vols.
oal Director Dist. of the Border, (late G. M. Pease, Ass’t Surg. 54th Mass*
of Tows.) Vole. (in charge.)
P. Byam, Ass’t Surg. 32d Iowa Infantry. Chas. H. I...athrap, Asg3’t Surg. 1st Towa
Wiylie, Jonathan D., Ass’t Surg. 35th Cavalry (in charge regt.)

. Vol. Infantry.
Regt. IIl. Vol. Infantry Camp Near Brandy, Va., March 4, 1364.

John A. Douglass, Surg. 11th Mass. Vols. Bamuel C. Whillier, Ase’t Surg. 11th
Mass. Vols.
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Jacksonville, Florida, Feb. 10, 1864.
Chas. B. Bridgham, Ass’t SBurg. in charge Giles M. Pease, Ass’t SBurg. 54th Mass.
54th Mass. Vols. Vols.
Fort Pulaski, Georgia, February, 17, 1864.
J. W. Grosvenor, Ass’t Sarg. 3d R. 1. A.
New Orleans, Louisiana, February, 1864.
Samuel Kneeland, Sorg. U. 8. V., at Otis M. Homphrey, Surg. U. 8. V., at
Barracks, U. 8. General Hospital. Barracks, U. 8. General Hospital. !
Carrollton, La., February 15, 1864,
E. A. Thompson, Surg. 12th Maine Vol. Wm. C. Towle, Ass’t Surg. 12th Me. Reg.

Huntsville, Ala., Feb. 23, 1864.
J. W. McKinney, Surg. 63d Tll. Inf.
Beaufort, N. C. 1863.

Dixi Crosley Hough, Asa’t Surg. 2d Regt. H. M. Stone, Lt.-Col. 3d N. Y. Artillery.

Heavy Artillery, Mass. Vol.
Little Rock, Ark., February 14, 1864.

J. C. Andrews, Col. 3d Minn. Vet. Vol. E. D. Ayres, M. D.
E. W. Foster, Major 3d Minn. Vet. Vol. M. R. Canley, Ass’t Surg. 3d Regt.
A. C. Wedge, Surgeon 3d Minn. Vol. Minn. Vol. Infantry.
Russville, Georgia, March 1, 1864.
Wm. H. Elliott, Surg. 11th Reg. Mich. Nelzon I. Packard, Ass’t Surgeon 11th
Vol. ! Mich. Inf. Vol.
H. 5. Griswold, Ass’t Surg. 11th Mich. Inf. Vol.
Chattanooga, Tenn., March 1, 1884.

C. C. Byrne, Ass't Burg. U. B. A. J. J. Whitney, Ass’t Surg. 18th Wis.
J. Morris Brown, Ass’t Surg. U. 8. A. Vol.

H. 8. Kilburn, A. A. Burg. U. 8. A. 8. L. Kennedy, A. A. Surg. U. 8. A.

J. W. Digby, A. A. Burg. U. 8. A. Chas. E. Ball, A. A. Surg. U. 8. A.

G. W. Massey, A. A. Surg. U. 8. A. N. Teal, Ass’t Burg. 88th Ind. Vol.

E. W. Bavage, A. A. Surg. U. 8. A. William T. Kirk, A. A. Surg. U. 8.A.
D. W. Hand, Surgeon Vols. Henry T. Lawson, Major 2d Mass. Art.

E. P. Morong, Surgeon, U. 8. Vola. Hall Cartis, Surg. 2d Mass. Artillery.
E. C. Mundy, Surgeon 12th N. Y. Cav. J. Colvin, Major 2d Mass. Artillery.
Geo. E. McDonald, Ass't Surg. 12th N. Chas. Ewing, Lt. Col. comdg. 4th N, J.

Y. Cav. YVola.
Alex. A. Edmeston, Surg. 92d N. Y. V. D. Vickers, Major 4th N. J. Vols.
C. A. Cowgill, Burgeon of Vols. W. McElhaney, Lt. and Adjt. 4th N. J.
J. W. Page, U. 5. San. Com. Vols.
A. D. Wilson, Azs’t Surg. 3d N. Y. A. J. M. Pearson, Capt. 4th N. J. Vols.
P. Gregg, Major, Surg. 23d Ill. Vol. Inf. J. D. Osborne, Surg. i
M. V. Abbott, SBurg. 80th Regt. Ill. Vol. B. A. Matson, Ass’t Burg, <*
Infantry. B. Hendry, €« ‘e

Andrew M. Smith, Susg 40th Mass. Vol. J. N. Lambson, Capt. Co. @, ©¢

Panl C. Garvin, Assistant Sargeon 40th H. Howard, Lt.-Col, Com’g 2d Maryland
Mass. Volunteers. Vol. Infantry.

Harris Howey, Surgeon 20th Regiment John M. Santuryes, Major 2d Maryland
Iowa Vol. Vol. Infantry.

R. 8. Murtin, Ase’t Surg. 20th Regiment J. H. McCullough, Ass’t Surg. 2d Mary-

Towa Vol. land Vol. Infantry.
Jones Frankle, Col. 24 Mass. Artillery.

And five handred athers.



A FYEW OF THE LETTERS

FROM

EMINENT SCIENTIFIC MEN .

IN SUPPORT OF

AN APPROPRIATION FOR THE USE OF ANESTHETICS.

Letler from Thomas Hill, D, D., LL.D., Pres. of Harv. Univ,
Camerinee, Feb. 11, 1864,
Hon. Saxver Hoorer.

My Dear Sir—I have just signed a petition to Congress, and to
the New England delegation; and knowing that you have had
some recent reason to fear lest I signed what I had not read, I
venture to add this note, saying that I have read the petition in
behalf of Dr. Morton carefully. This is certainly not a time when
the treasury of the United States can afford heavy drains; but
Dr. Morton’s services to the human race certainly seem to me
worthy of a grateful appreciation by all people, and especially by
his own nation, at a time when his services are brought into
unusual demand, and their great value in lessening pain, and
saving life, are made so strikingly manifest.

I cannot but hope that Congress will, even now, do justice to
one who has waited so many years to receive it.

Very sincerely yours,
THOMAS HILL.

Letter from Professor Benjamin Pierce, LL.D.
Harvarp CoLLEcE, July 10, 1863,
Hon. Hexry Winter Davis, &e.
My Dear Sir—I desire to urge upon you to give the case of Dr,
Morton the benefit of your generous eloquence and powerful influ-

ence. America has been too batkward in rewarding the disco-
Nore.—Letters from Boston, New York, Philadelphia, and other large cities,

ing this appropriation, are to be found in Appendix to Senate Report, No, 89
;?Egrgffgmn, 35 session, Pi'-‘- 69 to 72, and 86 to 96, Esa d
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verers of the anwsthetic agencies. There have been conflicting
claims, but those of Dr. Morton seem at length to be“established
above all others; and I hope that you will feel that his claims
deserve the immediate and full recognition by Congress in the
most substantial form. '
Very faithfully, and respectfully
Your obedient servant and sincere friend,
BENJAMIN PEIRCE.

From Professor Emory Washburn, LL.D.
CausrIpce, Feb. 11, 1864.
Hon. E. B. WASHBURN.

My Dear Sir—Dr. Morton is an applicant before Congress for
some significant memorial of the obligation the world, and espe-
cially our own country, is under to him for his discovery of the
application of etherization to the human system. It is certainly
most remarkable that a discovery so invaluable to the race has so
long been suffered to remain unremunerated in the country whereot
its discoverer is a citizen, and whose inventors are supposed to be
so liberally protected and rewarded. His friends in this part of
the country think this ought not to be, and hope that Congress
will at last do him an act of justice; and I venture to ask your
infloence in his favor, I have no occasion to add more, for I doubt
not you are familiar with the subject of his claim; and will only
add that I am, Very truly, your obedient servant,

EMORY WASHBURN.,

From Professor F. J. Child.
Cauxeringe, Feb. 10, 1864,
Mr. CrarLEs SEpawick, M. C.

My Dear Sir—I am sorry to say that T am not personally ac-
quainted with many of the Massachusetts delegation in Congress,
though I have used my little influence to have men sent who
might be known all the country over. Dr, Mortod, whose claims
to public attention and the gratitude of the world no unprejudiced
and well-informed man can fail to feel, has asked me to give him
a line to you, in the hope that you might lend your aid in securing
him tardy justice. I need not say one word in presenting his case,
because you know his deserts. Surely there never was a more
favorable time than the present for urging Dr. Morton's rights and
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wrongs on the attention of a sluggish Government. Ten thousand
of soldiers are his witnesses.
Excuse the liberty I have taken; to you I know that my note
is already too long. Yours faithfully ever,
F. J. CHILD.

From Professor Juel Parker, LL.D.
. Caspringe, Feb. 17, 1864,
Hon. J. A. McDoveaLr.

Dear Sir—My fellow townsman, Dr. William T. G. Morton, is
asking from Congress some recognition of his merits, as the origi-
nator of the discovery of the use of ether and chloroform in dental
and surgical operations, and some reward for the great benefit
which the United States have, for the last three years, derived
from that discovery. Will you permit me to introduce the con-
gideration of his claims to your attention?

With great respect, very truly yours,
JOEL PARKER.

From Professor E. N. Horsford.
CamermeE, Feb. 18, 1864.
Hon. Tra Harris, U. S. Senate.

My Dear Sir—I beg 1o say to you, that I have most carefully
examined the literature of Etherization, and have become fully
satisfied of the claims of Dr. Morton to the distinction of having
conferred this great gift on mankind.

It would, it seems to me, be a most judicious step for the Na-
tional Congress to recognize in the most substantial manner the
claims of Dr. Morton to a nation’s gratitude.

If it were only to the suffering relieved in this war, there can
scarcely be an over-estimate of the indebtedness to him; but hig
perseverance through all obstacles resulted in a discovery of infi.
nite value for all time.

I scarcely know a person here who would not rejoice to hear
that Congress had given Dr. M:U{'tﬂﬂ a quarter of a million dollars
in recognition of his great services to our country and mankind,

I am, very truly yours,

E. N HORSVFORD.
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Firta Avenve Horer, N. Y., Dec. 1863.
Dr. J. Waze. ‘

Dear Sir—I have received the Congressional Report on the peti-
tion of Dr. Wm. T. G. Morton, asking the Government for compen-
sation for the discovery of the anmsthetic effects of Sulphuric
Ether. It fully establishes his claim to this discovery; and as I
witness its beneficial results almost every day of my life in my
professional experience, I take great pleasure in testifying to Dr.
Morton’s merits in this respect.

It would be a lasting disgrace if a great nation like ours refuses
a liberal donation to one whose discovery has proved such a boon
to its soldiers and citizens, and will be a blessing to the world in
all time to come. Yours truly,

E. R. PEASLEE. M. D., LL.D.

J. Ware, M. D, Chairman of Committee, etc., ete.

New Yorg, Dec. 9, 1863.
To the Members of the Senate and House of Representalives of the

United States :

Gentlemen—I have examined the claims of Dr. Morton, of Bos-
ton, in connection with the discovery of the anmsthetic virtues of
Sulphuric Ether, and am satisfied that this important discovery is
due to him., Whatever preliminary investigations may have been
made by other persons, 1 am convinced, by the evidence which
has been presented to me, that the credit of the discovery is due
to Dr. Morton, who, for a long period of time, devoted to this sub-
ject all the energies of his mind, and all his pecuniary resources.
It is to his untiring labors that our country and the world are
indebted for the introduction of this powerful and beneficent agent,
by which the pains of surgical operations are annihilated, and
other most important benefits are secured in the treatment of
various diseases and accidents. As Dr. Morton has devoted to
these investigations a number of the best years of his life, and has
made large pecuniary sacrifices, which have been thus far unre-
munerated, I think that he has a just claim upon Congress for a
liberal compensation in consideration of the important benefits
which the sick and wounded of our army and navy have derived
from his discovery. Very respectfully yours,

ALFRED C. POST, M. D,
Professor of Surgery in University Medical College, and Consult-
ing Surgeon to New York Hospital and 8t. Luke's Hospital.
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Letter from S. D. Gross, Professor in Jefferson College and Surgeon
in. Blockley Hospital, Author of Gross' Surgery, ele., elc.

PrivaperpaIs, Dec. 5, 1863.

Dear Sir—I am rejoiced to find that at length an association has
been formed in Boston, headed by some of the most distinguished
physicians in that city, for the purpose of presenting more fully
than has hitherto been done to Congress, the claims of Dr. William
T. G. Morton, as the discoverer of ether as an ansesthetic agent,
Considering the inestimable blessings which the labors of this
gentleman have conferred upon the human race in the prevention
and mitigation of pain in surgical operations, in the investigation
of injuries and diseases, and in the pangs of childbirth, it is amaz-
ing that Dr. Morton should not have received, long ago, some sub-
stantial acknowledgment of the value of his services. He has
spent, not only his time, but his money; in fact his all, in the
prosecution of his discovery, the greatest, beyond all doubt, in
the healing art, since the days of Jenner. There is probably
hardly a family in any civilized country in the world that has not
enjoyed its blessings, and it is therefore but right and proper that
the people, through their national representatives, should bestow
upon its anthor a sunitable reward, at least equal to that which
the British Parliament voted to the immortal discoverer of vacci-
nation. The American Congress should act promptly in the mat-
ter; Dr. Morton is no longer a young man, and it would be a cry-
ing shame to let it be said of one who has so greatly benefited
mankind, that he had lived and died neglected by his fellow-
citizens. The horrors of the present war are in some degree
mitigated by the fact that the use of ether and chloroform almost
deprives of suffering the operations rendered necessary by gun-
shot wounds. Indeed, there is reason to believe that it not only
prevents pain, but is instrumental in saving many lives.

Hoping that your association will be able to accomplish the
laudable object for which it was instituted,

I am, dear sir, very respectfully,
Your friend and obedieut servant,
S. D. GROSS, M. D.

Dr. Jouy Wagg, Chairman Executive Committee, ete.
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Resolution of the jlmdémy of Medicine, Cincinnali, Ohio.
Hair or tHE Acapexy oF Meprcrng, Cix., Deec. 21, 1863.

At a regular meeting of the Cincinnati Academy of Medicine,
held this evening, Dr. John F. White read a communication from
the Executive Committee of the Morton Testimonial Association,
which is laboring to secure some suitable recognition on the part
of Congress of the value of the inestimable gift of Ancesthesia to
the world, to W, T. G. Morton.

After some remarks it was

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Academy of Medicine,
that Congress should make a suitable pecuniary compensation to
Dr. Morton as a testimonial for the discovery of the Anmsthetic
power of ether; and that this resolution be forwarded to the Ex-
ecutive Commitiee, properly signed.

EDWARD B. STEVENS, M.'D., Cor. Sec.

R. R. McIrvaing, M. D., Pres’t.

BeLLEFORTAINE, OmIo, Dec. 23, 1863.
Gentlemen—Being fully satisfied of the merits of the claim of
Dr. W. T. G. Morton for the discovery of the successful applica-
tion of Ethereal vapor as a pain-subduing agent, by which .so
much human suffering has been, and may be prevented, that he is
justly entitled to a substantial public compensation as a testimo-
nial for the benefits conferred upon mankind, he is therefore autho-
rized to present this to our representative of the 4th Congressional
District of Ohio, J. H. McKinney, Esq., with the request that he
use his influence and vote for a reasonable compensation to be

paid to Dr. Morton for the benefits of his discovery.
Respectfully, ete.,
W. D. SCARFF,
Vice-President Bellefontaine Med. Society.

University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, March 1, 1864.

Dear Sir—I send to you by the same mail with this, a petition
to Congress in behalf of Dr. Morton, signed by nearly all of my
colleagues in the Faculty of the Department of Science, Litera-
ture and Arts. Professor Palmer will, I understand, forward one
on behalf of the Medical Faculty.

It seems to me that Congress, as a matter of simple justice
ought to remunerate Dr. Morton. The benefits conferred upon the
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world by his discovery cannot be estimated; and it would be a
standing rebuke to us that this great nation should fail to do him
justice, Very truly yours,
JAMES C. WATSON,
Director of the Observatory.
Dr. Joux Ware, Boston, Mass.

More than one hundred other letters have heen received.

The testimony upon which this claim was supported, whether
tried by the rule of quantity or quality, was never equaled nor
gsurpassed in behalf of any previous discoverer.

On motion of Mr. Hooper, of Mass., the subject was referred to
the committee of ways and means on the day of February,
1864, and on June 6th the committee reported the following item
in bill 506, section eight :

“Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the
Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed to pay,
out of any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated, to
Doector W. T. G. Morton for the discovery and introduction of
ansesthetic agents, and for their use in the army and navy of the
United States, the sum of two hundred thousand dollars.”

The bill was read twice, committed to the whole House on the
state of the Union, and ordered to be printed. But when it came
up for final action it shared the same fate that had attended it
on all previous occasions. To use a political term, it was
killed. :

Thus the matter was dismissed by Congress after Dr. Morton
had waited and worked with fruitless efforts for eighteen years, and
had expended a large sum of money to secure remuneration from
the Government whose army and navy had been so signally

benefited. _ :
If this measure failed, backed as it was by so many friends, and

by all that truth and eloquence could urge, at a time when the
value of his services in lessening pain and saving life is so
strikingly manifest, it is fair to presume that Dr. Morton has no
hope of gaining any remuneration from Government. He now
stands before the world penniless and poor; his time, business
and fortune all given to perfect this discovery, and to gain that
recognition which justice to himself and his family demands.






PROCEEDINGS

OF THE

MEDICAL SOCIETY OF THE COUNTY OF ALBANY.

A special meeting of the Medical Society of the county of Albany,
was held in the Common Council chamber, Monday, October 10th,
1864, at 3 p. M.

The President, Dr. Peter McNaughton, after calling the meeting
to order, announced that the Society had been convened for the pur-
pose of meeting with Dr. Wm. T. G. Morton, of Boston, who would
address the Society upon the origin and progress of the Discovery of
Etherization.

Dr. Morton was then introduced by the President, and proceeded
to give an account of those experiments that enabled him to detect
the anmsthetic properties of ether, his early experiments upon his
own patients, and his first operations in the public hospitals, the in-
credulity and hostility of the Profession to the use of the discovery.

He proceeded further to show that the discovery had been a source
and cause not of profit or emolument to him, but of labor, anxiety,
and heavy and ruinous expense and loss. The anzsthetic agent was
assailed; it was represented as ruinous to the human constitution
and often fatal to life. The public were warned against its use—and
he also stated that he had devoted years of his life, his patrimony,
and all his past earnings and credit, to putting down and disabusing
the public of the falsehoods thus industriously cireulated to its pre-
judice; that the discovery is mow used throughout the ecivilized
world; that it is used in all the hospitals of the United States, and
by all the surgeons in the U. 8. Army; that he has himself visited
the principal battle-fields and administered it personally to many
thousand patients, and that no one can estimate its value in a single

hﬂltt—IEI
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That his elaims for compensation upon the United States have
been examined by committees of Congress, and they have made
several reports, most fully sustaining his claims over all other con-
testants for the honor of the discovery; and that the claim has been
through the various legislative, executive and administrative depart-
ments of the government, and repeatedly urged upon Congress by
petitions, memorials, and resolutions from a large number of the
members of the American Medical Association, and surgeons of the
principal colleges and hospitals, scientific societies, professors, officers
and wounded soldiers of the Federal army, &e., &e.; and that all of
these means have \failed to secure him the slightest remuneration
grom the government, and that, under these circumstances, the only
mode of getting compensation left him is by the National Testimo-
nial, already inaugurated by the Medical Profession of America,
and now being urged under the auspices of the Morton Testimonial
Association, a body of highly respectable gentlemen.

After Dr. Morton elosed his remarks, Dr. Howard Townsend rose
and stated that he had no doubt that he would be expressing the
gentiments of all present, in recommending that the thanks of the
Albany County Medical Society be conveyed to Dr. Morton, for the
interesting narration which he has just given of his experiments to
establish the fact of the value of Ether as an anmsthetic agent, and
the account of the bitter experience which he was subjected to, in
order to prove its practical value to the Medical Profession and to
the world.

Dr. Townsend further suggested that a committee be appointed to
express the views of the Society to Dr. Morton, and also to arrange
a plau for soliciting subscriptions for the Morton Fund, which fund
1s being raised by a society of eminent men of Boston, established
for the purpose of thus substantially proving the high appreciation
which Dr. Morton’s fellow-countrymen have of the great boon which
he has conferred upon humanity, in proving the value of Ether as
an anssthetic agent.

On motion of Dr. 8. Oakley Vanderpoel, it was

Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed to act upon the
views thus expressed by Dr. Townsend.

The President appointed the following gentlemen to act on such
committee :
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Drs. Alden March,
James H. Armshy,
J. V. P. Quackenhbush,
8. Oakley Vanderpoel,
Howard Townsend.

There being no further business, the Society adjourned.

At the annual meeting of the Society, held Nov. 8th, 1864,

Dr. Townsend, Chairman, made a verbal report in behalf of the
committee appointed at the special meeting for the purpose of rais-
ing a fund for the Morton Testimonial.

Dr. Townsend stated that the committee, after deliberation, de-
termined that an opportunity should be afforded Dr. Morton of
giving an account to the citizens of Albany of his discovery of Ether
as an anmsthetic agent.

In accordance with which view, the citizens of Albany were invited
to attend in the Chapel of the Albany Female Academy, where Dr.
Morton, to a highly respectable audience, narrated his experience in
discovering the anssthetic effect of Ether, and the bitter experience
which he had been subjected to in his endeavors to prove to the
world what a boon he had conferred upon humanity.

After the meeting, it was determined by the committee to appeal
to the citizens for contributions to the Morton Fund; and the com-
mittee, with great pleasure, report that the appeal has been most
generously responded to, the sum of five thousand dollars having
already been contributed.

On motion of Dr. Vanderpoel, the Secretary was directed to
transmit an account of the action of the Society to Dr. Morton.

P. McNAUGHTON, President.

J. R. BoULWARE, Secrelary.
ALBaNnY, N. Y., November 30th, 1864. ; 3
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