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PREFACE.

deemed from the wastes of empiricism, and brought
within the pale of art, had been indebted for this
successful issue to the system of induction, which
owns Bacon as its father. The assemblage of
facts without classification, and this last without
careful investigation of specific differences, might,
and did, I perceived, pass for labour and obser-
vation, but was certainly not science. I felt mor-
tified and degraded at the utter inefficacy of
medicine, and of medical art, in this the com-
monest of diseases; and I was soon convinced
that the only means ol rescuing my profession
from this ““ darkness visible® was to make the
physician subordinate to the:matomist. 1 had
yet a higher object in view—that of mitigating
human suffering. I have toiled to this end, and
what I felt to be my duty has been my reward.
In no boastful spirit do I speak, but in a thankful
ne. Ihave proved that there is a cure for what
#,);as hitherto been deemed incurable ; and this, no
: drug known but to its compounder, but a simple

mechanteal procgss available toall.  That, which
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PREFACE.

brethren appeared, with respect to this disease, to
be as rigid fatalists as the Mahommedan; and to
resign themselves calmly to the belief, that when
once Consumption appeared, human efforts could
be of no avail. Yet this apathetic resignation
was consistent, neither with reason nor sound phi-
losophy. No man could feel more deeply than
myself that the issue is ever in the hands of the
Omnipotent ; but I could not bring myself to the
conclusion, that, because failure Lad hitherto at-
tended human agency, to cure was therefore im-
possible. I could not sit down_like our Oriental
prototypes, with the exclamation, ¢ Allah Akbar,”
and do nothing. Such were my impressions, and
such my reasoning, twenty years ago. It appeared
to me, that not only the treatment of pulmonary
consumption was ill-understood, but that the pa-
thology of most of the affections of the chest, had
notreceived that investigation which they deserved.
Yet none are more important, or indeed, taking
their number into consideration, so much so;

seeing that the heart and lungs constitute the two
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main props of what, together with the brain, Bor-
deu felicitously terms the trepod of life.  For the
time just mentioned, it has been one of the chief
objects of my professional labours to advance our
knowledge of this interesting class of diseases. The
vacancy which the resignation of Dr. Buxton (for
several years physician to the London Hospital,)
left at the Infirmary for Diseases of the Chest,
presenting the only favourable opportunity Lon-
don affords for seeing, in large numbers, every
variety of case connected with pulmonary and
other affections of the chest, was eagerly embraced
by me. I was fortunate enough to obtain the
situation of physician to the Infirmary ; and trust
that the present work will prove I have not mis-
employed the abundant facilities it holds out, for
investigating the pathology of these diseases.

I feel a sincere pleasure in stating the reception
which the first edition of “ Consumption Curable”
has met with, from the liberal portion of my pro-
fession. The letters I have received, from intel-

ligent practitioners in every part of the united
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kingdom, have gratified me in more than a selfish
point of view. They have proved to me that,
however interested motives may bias some, there
is an active and honourable spirit abroad in the
profession at large, which induces a frank and
manly openness to conviction. The owls, who
shut their eyes to the light of truth, because it
would guide others through the ¢ palpable ob-
scure,” are likely soon to be left alone in their
blindness. An amended medical education will
rectify all these things.

It will not be thought that I overrate the im-
portance of the diseases affecting the chest, when
it is considered that scarcely any part of the body
can be indisposed without the chest’s participating.
Yet it is consolatory to reflect,to employ the words
of Laennec, that “ Quelque dangereuses que soient
les maladies de la poitrine, elles sont cependant
plus souvent curables qu'aucune autre maladie
interne grave.”

24, Ely-place.

September 22, 1834,






it INTRODUCTION.

The results which have hitherto attended the
treatment of phthisis, have added but little to the
reputation.of the medical profession. Iam fully
satisfied, however, from the experience of years
in treating this important malady, as well as from
the deductions of unremitting pathological research,
that it is in our power to adopt a line of practice
more scientific, and suceessful, than that which
*has hitherto been employed.

Though great attention has been bestowed by
several distinguished continental writers, especi-
ally by Laennec, Andral, and Louis, on the phy-
sical signs and morbid appearances of consump-
tion, and notwithstanding cases have been minutely
detailed by them in which nature has effected
a cure, still they seem to me to have had little
idea that we can do more than relieve indications
purely symptomatic,

A modern writer on consumption in this coun-
try, the late Dr. Young of S} George’s Hospital,
who did not pay that attention Yo morbid anatomy,
so commendable in our Gafic neighbours, but
whose opportunities of treating the disease were
considerable, favours us with an opinion as to its
curability, which is very discouraging. He says,
“Itis probable that without assistance, not one
case in a thousand of the disease would recover ;
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and with the utmost power of art, perhaps, not
more than one in a hundred will be found curable.”
It is my intention, in the succeeding pages, briefly
to shew that this statement is unfounded in fact ;
and that medical treatment has, in not a few in-
stances, tended to prevent, rather than advance
recovery. I trust, too, I shall demonstrate, in the
histories of some of my cases, that recovery has
been owing, ina great measure, to the superve
tion of some catarrhal disease occurring spontgne-
ously through an apparently imprudent exposure
to cold, after remedial agents had failed.

The reader will probably learn with some degree
of surprise, that no inconsiderablé number of ca-
tarrhal and asthmatical disorders, are, indeed, the
sequela of the disease, which forms the subject of
this work, more or less perfectly cured. Had the
learned Doctor, whose name I have recently quo-
ted, been at the painyg to investigate the primary
symptoms of such djfordgrs, he weuld have found,
in many instances,fthat they displayed all the com-
mon symptoms of “pulmonary consumption ; and
had this hospital physicidu been accustomed to the
examination of dead bodies, lre would have disco-
vered, in more than one-fourth of the adult sub-
jects examined after death, cicatvizations indicative

of cured consumption ; and on finding tléese ap-
B
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pearances, had he enquired of some near relative
of the deceased if the individuals, at any period of
their lives, had for a time expectorated blood—
had been troubled with indomitable cough, night
sweats, diarrhcea, with emaciation of the body—
or had been regarded by their medical attendants
as consumptive, he would probably have arrived
at a more favourable conclusion.

It is, indeed, strange that medical men have
not noticed the non-liability of the asthmatic indi-
vidual to pulmonary consumption ; and that va-
rious species of catarrh are the instruments by
which nature chiefly arrests that disease. It has
been observed by me for years past, and on many
occasions I have particularly remarked to my pu-
pils, that asthmatics (I mean those persons whose
lungs are emphysematous), however long exposed
to circumstances that favour the tubercular deve-
lopment in the lungs, never become consumptive.
Indeed I have long found, and it is a remarkable
fact, that whenever the general health has been
impaired by some ailment of a chronic and even
incurable nature, provided the individnal have a
voluminous and catarrhal state of the lungs, no
phthisical state supervenes, which is unhappily in
too many cases the more immediate cause of death,
the foregoing pathological condition not existing.


















4 GENERAL OBSERVATIONS ON CONSUMPTION.

—and dejection of spirits, caused by mental troubles.
To these may be subjoined an unfortunate configura-
tion of the body, consisting in an undue narrowness of
the chest, especially in its upper part, less observable
in foreigners than among ourselves. It is not neces-
sary to dilate upon the process by which checked per-
spiration lays the foundation of this dreadful malady ;
since it must be evident to the tyro, that when those
humours which pass off insensibly in a healthy state
of the body are retained, and the natural functions
thus disturbed, disease more or less extensive will in-
evitably ensue. With respect to the second of these
heads, it may to the ordinary observer appear super-
fluous to insist upon the ill effects generated by con-
stant change of weather, in persons not only of delicate
but even of robust habits ; still, obvious as these effects
are, it is not uite so apparent in what they consist, or
rather how they are produced. Now, when we take
into consideration the peculiarly delicate conformation
of the lungs, and their immediate susceptibility of
every alteration in the atmosphere, we at once arrive
at a resolution of the question. It is essential, in or-
der to maintain a healthy action and proper configu-
ration of the chest, that our inspirations should be

uniformly deep and full; but, from the great ine-
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taking of the subject, is to be found in the exemption
of asthmatic patients from consumptive disorder.
From the peculiar nature of their complaint, gasping
for breath, and forced to respire frequently, their
lungs are ever fully exereised; and the expansion of
the chest, which follows as a necessary cunsequeilce,
preserves the sufferer free from the attacks of this still
more dreadful malady. To come to the third head,—
depression of spirits, or mental anxiety,—we shall
meet with the same cause still producing the same
effects. The unfortunate who lives in the world as if
he were not of it, and to whom, whether his cares be
the offspring of disappointed ambition, hopeless love,
or ruined circumstances, the world displays nothing
but a cheerless blank—the tenant of the sick chamber,
whose distemper improper medical treatment has un-
duly prolonged, or confirmed ; in fine, all, who from
any cause labour under prostration of strength or
general debility, are prone to fall victims to the insa-
tiable tyrant, consumption, for reasons precigely simi-
lar—inability to take inspirations of depth sufficient to
keep up the necessary changes produced by the air on
the venous circulation. 1 have adveried to another
cause, which in my opinion contributes, at least in a

degree, to render the inhabitants of this country more
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unborn being. The same holds true, though in a less
degree, with respect to the gentler part of the creation.
Following up the tenor of the preceding observations,
we shall find that the heneﬁt'uﬂual]y derived from a
sea voyage, or change of air, is not so much due to the
removal from an impure to a purer atmosphere, per se,
but to the stimulating effects produced on the respi-
ratory organs, and the increased energy of the mus-
cular powers of the chest, on which pulmonary dila-
tation is of course consequent. Let us compare the
muscular frame, expanded chest, and robust health of
the mariner, or of the husbandman, with the ema-
ciated figure, contracted chest, and general want of
vigour betrayed by the artizan of manufacturing cities ;
and, on attentive consideration, we shall own that
these differences are the eonsequences of the superior
expansion and activity of the pulmonary apparatus
enjoyed by the former. Among the many distressing
cases which the medical practitioner has to encounter,
the premature and rapid decline of the young of both
sexes, more particularly of the weaker, is without
doubt the most painful. The fragility of woman's
constitution, as compared with that of man, the de-
licacy of her frame, her retired and domestic habits,

and the sensitiveness of her mind, all contribute to


































































30 MORBID APPEARANCES OF CONSUMPTION.

without showing any disposition to suppurate, which
they are sometimes however found to do.

I have stated, that one of the principal differences
between the miliary and the granular tubercles con-
sists in the latter being colourless and transparent;
yet this is not an invariable distinction, since they oe-
cur at times of a greyish tint, and are not invariably
diaphanous, but in conjunetion with this grey colour
are also semi-transparent, thus furnishing an additional
proof of their assimilation with the miliary tubercle.

The second form,inwhich tuberculous matter exhibits
itself in the lungs, is that of interstitial infiltration ;
this, like the first, may be divided into two classes,
one of which may be denominated grey tuberculous in-
filtration, and the other jelly-like tuberculous infiltra-
tion. The former is found, in this the second stage of
the tubercular progress, infiltrated around tubereular
cysts, and incorporated, if I may use the term, with
the pulmonary tissue. Occasionally it is met with in
a separate deposit, independent of the previous forma-
tion of miliary tubercles, and forms large masses of a
moist compact substance, impenetrable by the air. Tts
greyish hue is derived from the secretion of black pul-

monary matter in minute particles,

Softening gra-
dually, in a manner similar to the insulated tuberecle,
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formation, communicating with them. By this com-
pound process, according to the foregoing view, the
elimination of tuberculous granules is effected. The
interior of such cavities, when of large extent, has
columnar bands extending across it; these are formed
of condensed pulmonary tissue, and they are sometimes
coated with the tuberculous degeneracy ; it should be
observed, that none of the bronchial ramifications
traverse these excavations, and that the few vessels,
occasionally seen within the bands, are in almost every
mstance obliterated. In the parietes of the large
anfractuous excavations of long standing, the blood-
vessels are frequently observed in a flattened state, and
those that are obliterated are covered by a thin, semi-
cartilaginous membrane. On the contrary, the bron-
chial ramifications, with the exception of those neces-
sary for the discharge of sputa, though found obliterated,
and invariably discovered to be cut off, yet would ap-
pear to have been originally enveloped by the tuber-
culous matter, and to have traversed the space it
occupies. As soon as these cavities have discharged
their contents, they become lined by a soft, thin, and
nearly opaque morbid membrane, or are merely in-
vested by an exudation, which is in some parts defi-

cient, and varies in density. At times, we meet with
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cles. Although seldom met with, exeept in the bron-
chial glands, yet I have found these tubercles previous
to softening, in at least a dozen instances, surrounded
by an accidental membranous formation, and some-
times by condensed pulmonary tissue. Still, seldom
as this occurs, Nature, ever prone to discover and
apply a remedy to her own infirmities, has benignantly
provided that the black deposit, caused by the tuber-
culous irritation, shall answer every purpose of a eyst.
It has often happened to me to have had opportunities
of examining patients of my own, who, after having
recovered from consumption, and enjoyed a good state
of health for years, have expired of diseases not re-
ferrible to the pulmonary organ. In many of these
instances, in which ulcers of the lungs have heen
transformed into semi-cartilaginous fistula, or in which
perfect cellular cicatrization has taken place, 1 have
remarked, that such nodules of tubercles as then ex-
isted have become enveloped by black pulmonary
matter, which has evidently produced the same hene-

ficial effects as would have resulted from the encysted ‘
state, by isolating them, and rendering them innoxions.
Indeed, I have reason to believe, from enquiring into
the history of many cases of persons, who in their

youth laboured under consumption, from which they
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of ulcerous excavations, which seems by no means un-
derstood. Whenever nature operates a cure, there is
an extension of irritation from the lining of the cavity
into the neighbouring bronchial tubes; and the con-
sequence of this is, supposing there exist one or more
cavities, in the summit of the right lung for example
(since the right is the one generally first attacked), an
emphysematous state of the vesicular structure of that
portion of the lung, through imprisonment of the air
in the act of expiration. Henee, through enlargement
of the ae¢rial cells, and consequent voluminous state of
the pulmonary tissue, the pressure is so 'constantly ex-
erted from without inwards on the interior of the cyst,
that in time an apposition of the parietes of the cavity
takes place, and the ulcerous excavation becomes
healed by the first intention. If the healing oceurs
early, and the cavity is of not of old date, cellular ci--
catrization is the consequence; but if no pulmonary
catarrh supervenes until after phthisis has existed for a
length of time, the cicatrizations are commonly formed
of fibro-cartilaginous lamelle, or there is left an imper-
fect cicatrix, with semi-cartilaginous fistula. When-
ever vesicular emphysema exists, recent tubercles are
rarely seen ; hence it happens that fresh crops of tu-

bercles haye no disposition to appear in the cicatrized
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ferior portion of the lower lobes of the lungs. T ought
here to mention, that, if after tubercles are deposited,
or a cavity is formed in the summit of the lung, ge-
neral vesicular emphysema arises in comsequence of
catarrhal affection, or of irritation, spreading through
the ramifications of the bronchi from the seat of the
disease, there will be no disposition to the formation of
tubercles. This strange, and singular, exception may
be probably the result of the extraordinary exercise of
the pulmonary apparatus, caused by the frequency of
respiration inseparable from catarrh or asthma. Most
truly does Laennec observe, what my own extended
experience confirms, that tubereles are less frequently
met with in the muscles of voluntary motion than
elsewhere ; and here we find a strong confirmation,
given by the hand of Nature herself, of the value of
artificial means to increase the action of the lungs, and
thus arrest any new development of tuberenlous
eruptions,

Before T conclude my observations on the morbid
appearances, I deem it necessary to notice the organic
changes which accompany phthisis; many of which
are entirely dependent on the particular treatment to
which the patient may be subjected. The intestines,

more especially the small, are, next to the lungs, most
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with in young as compared with adult subjects. Thus
intestinal tubercles are more rare in the former than
in the latter, but the mesenteric, as well as the bron-
chial ganglions, are much more frequently the seat of
this disease in children than in adults; and the result
of repeated examinations has proved to me, that the
presence of tubercles is oftener detected in the nervous
centres of children than in those of adults. Were I
to follow the bias of my inelination, T should willingly
extend my remarks on this interesting branch of my
subjeet still further; but the plan of the present work
precludes me from entering upon a more detailed no-
tice. I am thus necessarily restricted to brevity, in
my observations on the principal lesions which accom-
pany phthisis pulmonalis. It is with no small degree
of surprise, that I find it stated by a French physician
of eminence, M. Louis, that peripneumony and pleu-
risy were found by him to oceur in so small a propor-
tion as one-tenth of the cases; whereas I am fully
persnaded that, in the last stage of consumption, not
less than one-fourth, nor should I exaggerate by stating
the proportion as greater, display, on dissection, one or
both of these diseases. Another strange error into
which a medical writer of the same country, M. An-

dral, has fallen, is his supposition, that peripneumony
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pen, that in numberless cases we find the first symptoms
of phthisis, exhibited by the patient, to consist in loss
of voice, hoarseness, and, in short, all the apparent
evidences of laryngeal affection; and yet the pul-
monary disorder receives no -visible relief? Now,
auscultative experience has clearly demonstrated to
me that, in cases of this kind, latent tubercular dizease
mvariably exists in the lungs previously to this aphonia ;
and that this very loss of voice, and accompanying
hoarseness, are the results of a thickening and ulcera-
tion of the mucous membrane of the ventricles, and
vocal chords, of the larynx alone, which, however, do
not present an obstruction to the expiration so as to
excite the action of the lungs, in the manner effected
by eatarrhal, or asthmatic complaints: yet there exists
an essential difference in the character, and effects, of
this distressing aphonia, and of catarrhal disorder.
Notwithstanding in patients thus afflicted, all the va-
rious symptoms of phthisis proceed uninterruptedly ;
yet, through a subacute irritation in the ventricles of
the larynx, at last producing a swelling of the sur-
rounding mucous tissue, so as to encroach on the area
of the windpipe, sufficiently to cause a slight obstruc-
tion to the expiratory process, consumptive subjects
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city of the lungs, retard the circulation from the right
side of the heart through the lungs; hence a gorged
state of the venz cave, and congestion of the liver,
the inseparable consequence of the preternatural ple-
nitude of the inferior cava, which receives the blood of
this the largest gland'in the system. The anatomist,
being aware that the vena porte carries the residual
blood of the already specified organs through the liver,
will readily account for the frequent oceurrence of the
morhid ai:pearanc:es, that are observable after death in
these various parts ; since the derangement of the liver
will, it need hardly be said, exercise an injurious in-
fluence on the stomach, spleen, pancreas, and the
intestinal tube : nay, it is by no means uncommon to
meet with the symptoms of subacute inflammation of
these parts during life. The frequeney, extent, and
complication, however, of these lesions on dissection,
are chiefly dependent on the treatment that has been
pursued. Should depletion have been neglected, these
morbid affections will necessarily be considerable; but
should the contrary course have been judiciously re-
sorted to, they will be proportionably rarer. I may
mention, by way of corollary to these remarks, that
serous effusions take place, as a sequence of neglect in

recurring to due depletion, and also, in many instances,
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a caution to avoid every thing calculated to impair the
general health. If; too, it were in the patient’s pﬁwer
to avail himself frequently of change of air, and scene,
I generally found it produetive of considerable benefit,
both in a physical and mental point of view. The ad-
vantages, derivable from short excursions, or still bet-
ter, voyages by sea, always invited my recommendation
when circumstances rendered them available. Im-
pregnated as the sea-breezes are with saline particles,
they act, I conceive, both as stimulants of the lungs to
deeper and more frequent inspiration ; and thus for-
ward the enlargement of the chest, a point to which 1
have more than once adverted, in the course of this
work, as of primary importance. They may also be
regarded as possessed of a tonic power, bracing and
invigorating the surface of the body, and, by continous
sympathy, exerting a beneficial influence on the vis-
cera, especially those connected with the digestive
functions. Another strong inducement to recommend
a sea-voyage, in the case of persons labouring under
ineipient consumption, is the probability of the pa-
tient’s having his chest expanded in the manner de-
seribed above, and thus increasing the chances of his
contracting some variely of catarrh—hence bidd ing

defiance to phthisis, With reference to a generous
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of distant removal, in families consumptively inclined,
to those members whom circumstances have called
from their native land. Out of a family, consisting at
one period of eleven individualg, seven remaining here
have fallen victims to consumption ; whilst two, who
displayed the same phthisical constitution as these,
having removed abroad, have enjoyed an excellent
state of health for many years, the one in the West,
the other in the East Indies, and have continued free
from any pectoral complaint.

Of the different kinds of exercise, 1 would particu-
larize running, and riding, as the most ecaleulated to
forward the purposes of prevention; indeed, as the
hest general prophylactics. After a quick and brisk
run, the respiration becomes frequent and deep, and
the panting that ensues exercising the muscles of the
chest, favours a healthy development of that part, and
enlarges the volume of the lungs. It has heen my
universal practice to recommend, in those schools I
have been in the habit of attending, a constant atten-
tion to this healthy exercise, and to advise the pre-
ceptors to promote it by every inducement within their
power; and I have never been disappointed in the
results experienced. Norareits happy effects confined

to the mere expansion of the chest; by the greater
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of judicious and well-regulated exercise. In additional
confirmation of my reliance on mechanical modes of
exercise, as prophylactics, I proceed to relate a few out
of numerous cases of the kind I find recorded in my
note-book.

Case I.—Some few years back I was called in to
see the eldest son of a family of rank, a boy of twelve
years of age, who, when I first saw him, was in the
last stage of consumption, to which a younger mem-
ber of the same family, whose case I had not the op-
portunity of witnessing, had previously fallen a vietim,
As was expected, the case terminated fatally; and on
examining the body, independently of the diseased
state of the lungs, which usually oceurs in consump-
tion, the serous surfaces of the chest, as well as of the
abdomen, were studded with innumerable tubercles.
Some of these, seated in the peritoneum, investing the
intestinal tube, were of large size, and in a state of
erudity; and 1 traced two minute openings in the
ileum, formed, I have reason to believe, by softened
tuberculous matter, through which liquid feecal con-
tents were diffused within the abdominal cavity. This
part, during life, was of ascitical magnitude, and fluec-
tuated on percussion, but was almost devoid of pain.

He vomited, on two or three occasions, considerable
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general health experienced, from the successful ter-
mination given to the consumptive symptoms, the
uterine malady has increased but little, which, aggra-
vated by the supervening phthisis, would, without the
ingression of the last of this ternary complication,
most probably have long since proved fatal. Thus, in
this instance, as well as in many others of no dissimilar
nature, whichit were easy to adduce, we have a proof cor-
roborative of the fact, that the supervening catarrh, oc-
curring spontaneously, will not only give a favourable
turn to the course of consumption but be instrumental
in delaying the advance of an incurable disease. So
well defined is this case, and so strong a proof does it
afford of the efhicacy of the practical treatment, which
it is my chief object to point out, that I deem it neces-
sary to demonstrate beyond doubt the consumptive
condition of this patient; and I therefore am anxious
to add, that my opinion was not grounded merely upon
the common symptoms of phthisis, but upon the more
certain indices afforded by physical phenomena. This
female, whose employment is that of a nurse, has, I
understand, communicated her improved health to
Mr. White, surgeon to the Westminster Hospital, and
also to Dr. Borett, a Polish physician, and others,

who, in conjunction with myself, carefully ascertained
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of technical terms, which, like Mrs. Malaprop’s, are
““ so ingeniously misapplied,” would be waste of time:
nor should T have thought it worth while to have taken
this slight notice, but for the parade of superior know-
ledge, the ¢ flourish of drums and trumpets,” with
which this nautical surgeon ushers in his dicta. They
may suit the cock-pit, but not the temple of science.
Another individual, Dr. W, Philip, who has likewise
written on Indigestion, with more, although notmuch,
snccess, has stated, that the pulmonic affection is merely
sympathetic; and again, that the sympathetic produces
actual disease in the lungs, indicated by some degree of
inflammation in the bronchia, &e¢. Now, had his ex-
perience been at all of an extended nature, or his ob-
servation been keenly applied to even limited oppor-
tunijties, he could hardly, one would imagine, have
failed of perceiving that such a disease as dyspeptic
phthisis does not exist. Indigestion is a very common
disorder ; but the dyspeptic patient never becomes con-
sumptive, until his general health has been seriously
impaired by the disarrangement of the digestive fune-
tions. Dyspepsia, it may be as well for him to know,
often follows pulmonic affections, but is never their
proximate cause. Were Dr. P. in the habit of em-

ploying auscultative exploration of the chest, he would
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posed them to have been connected with phthisis, when
no such complication had existed. '
EmEerics.—At one period emeties were held inmno
slight repute ; and much useless torture, or I should
rather say injurious pain, was the consequence to the
consumptive sufferer. It has always been a principal -
object with me to avoid- every thing calculated to dis-
tress, or annoy, without imparting benefits equivalent
to the uneasiness undergone. That this is not the case
with the administration of emeties is proved con-
vineingly by the fact, that when vomiting is brought
on in a natural .way, by violent coughing, the patient
experiences no relief. Whatever faith medical men
may be inclined to place in the remedial powers of
emetics, | have none; althongh I candidly confess,
that I am in the daily habit of preseribing small doses
of the tartarized antimony, and of ipecacuanha ; yetin
so minute a degree, that they are within the limit of
actual nansea. ' i
Suporirics.—Twenty or thirty years ago, it was the
general practice, in all diseases, to determine to the
surface of the hody; and some practitioners, ena-
moured of the wisdom of their youthful days, still ad-
here to it. Great mjury undoubtedly resulted from
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