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CHANGES OF THE UTERUS. i9

t:ernal membrane is liable to those diseases which

__aﬂ'act glandular parts. And further, the menstrual
dlscharge from the uferus serves as a nidus in which
~ the ovwm is nourished ; and does not, as Harvey sup-
pmd and familiarly expresaed it, furm the ovum, just
as an artist forms a figure of plaster. It is certain,
that the wuferus possesses no such specifiec power; for
the ovum will grow both in the Fallopian tube and
ovarium ; although the ulerus, from its having an ex-
ternal opening, from its power of expelling the fiefus,
and from its strength, is the only part designed by
nature to nourizh the ovum. When we see that, after
birth, the wuferus is capable of shortening itself from )
' the scrobiculus cordis to the navel, we must be aware
the only way in which this can happen is from the
presence of muscular fibres; and if it contracts also
from side to side, we know that, being subject to the
same laws as muscular fibres, it is reasonable to infer
their existence. The muscular fibres of the ulerus
are very useful in expelling the child and placenta.
but most of all for the prevention of hemorrhage ;
and it is provident that this set of fibres aect inde-
pendently of the will, for, if a woman had the power
of suspending the progress of the labour, after two or
three pains she would perhaps think she had suffered
enough and would be unwilling to go on. We are

 not able to perceive any difference upon dissecting a
- voluntary and an involuntary muscle. What difference
can be perceived in the appearance of the fibres of the.
intercostal and pectoral muscles? And yet the one can
be called into action when we please, while the other
will not stop at pleasure, but continue to perform
their action during sleep.

‘Haller first says it is as muech voluntary as the in-
testines; then he thought again for a moment, and
added, the action of the wferusis voluntary and de-

~ pendant upon the will; but the will causes it fo cor-
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$1655 OF LABOUR. 115

Secr. 1. Signs of Labour,

Now this process of labour it is patural ‘to divide
with regard to the constitution of women. Some cir-
cumstances depend on the erect posture of the wo-
men, while others happen to them in common with

~ other animals. One of the changes preceding labour,

which is peculiar to women, arising from the erect
posture, is the subsidence of the abdominal tumour

~ between the last three weeks and fortnight before
- delivery. The cervix uleri gives way just before la-

bour ; and the head of the child within the mem-
branes comes into contact with the os tincce. The
vagine dilates so as to allow the uferus to fall into if

“in part.

There are other circumstances which arise from
this descent of the ulerus ; an inclination to go to stool

~ and to avoid the urine ; both which arise from the
~ pressure of the lower segment of the wlerus. In

quadrupeds we see a protrusion of the external parts
in labour, which is attended with a sort of fluor albus,
which discharge is also found in women. They de-
seribe it, that they feel as if every thing was dropping

- throngh them, which depends on the suppu;? of the
 wlerus giving way. The mucous coagulum, that

closed the os fincee, also comes away in a solid form,

~ involved in the mucus of the wagina, which is less
~ consistent. There is a relaxed state of the bones of

the pelvis (which may be frequently observed in large

- animals) ; they walk with a kind of vacillatory mo-

tion, and do not step so firmly as at other times ; have
a sense of uneasiness in the ligaments of the pelvis :
and will lay hold of any thing for a support in walking,
when they are not aware of it.

Another circumstance which demands notice at this
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DISEASES OF INFANTS. 285

remedies employed, details the appearances on dis-
section in the unfortunate eases, and terminates his
inquiry into the relative merits of different remedies,
by a decided preference to small and repeated doses of
calomel, half a grain every night and morning : this
has been found to relieve and remove diarrhea in
children, which most frequently proceeds, in his opin-
ion, from a diseased secretion of the liver. The ex-
perience of other practitioners will certainly corro-
borate his statement. It is to be lamented that Dr.
Cheyne has not communicated his gentiments in a less
expensive form, which would have diffused informa-
tion more extensively, since students and early prac-
titioners, to whom this work will be most useful,
cannot always convenienfly indulge in the luxury of
beautiful type and large-paper margin, which are,
certainly, rather to be tolerated in books-of established
reputation than in essays: these remarks, however,
are not exclusively due to the work in question, and
writers on practical subjects should consider that they
derogate from their own merit, and subject them-
selves to the suspicion of motives widely different from
general utility, by unnecessarily increasing the expense
of their publications beyond the limits of moderation.
Infantile fever is known to happen between six
months and seven years of age. It is in almost every
instance produced by the food being improper, either
in quantity or quality, or both; or given at an im-
proper time. The child is perhaps on the lap while
the nurse is taking her tea, and cries for want of good
nursing; the nurse soon puts an end to that, by
chewing a bit of bread and butter, and with her finger
and thumb cramming it into the child’s mouth ; or, if
she is at dinner, she gives it a bit of fat meat to suck,
and wets its lips with alittle porter, or whatever she
may be drinking ; and the lower class of nurses, and
ather females, suffer infantsbtu taste a little gin: this
Bbha


















































































































mr.ll‘ 991 The London Practice of Midwifery.
t To Which are added Instruetions for the Treat-
ke .~y ment of Lyi %-F Women and the Principal
- .Y m,. Diseases of Children, Chiefly Designed for
™y Students & Early Practitioners. First Ameri-
~ y, M can from 4th London Edition corrected & Im-
| <, ~ proved. 16mo, calf (lacks front fly-leaf) mm_mww

_....f» 0, & index, James V. Seaman, NY 1820. "$15.

129326
1820.

Call no.19th cent

Author

8
W..
_m

gmidwifery Koe







