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HESTORY

OF

THE ANCIENT MARITIME INTERESTS

NEW HAVEN

By Tuomas RurHerrorp TrowsRIDGE, JR.
——

INTRODUCTION.

OF all nations whose colonies have heen established in for-
eign lands, the British is justly preéminent. This is owing, in
the first place, to the daring and adventurous spirit which has
characterized the English seaman ever since the days of Cabot
and of Frobisher; and in the second place, to that peeuliar
talent which enables the English colonist to adapt himself to
the climates, and other conditions of life, in any country to
which he migrates. Save the two ill-starred colonies of Drake
and of Raleigh, all those that Englishmen have founded are
prosperous ; and they have most efficiently contributed toward
creating the present greatness of England. These fruoits of
Englis]i conrage and enterprise give intimations that the
Anglo-Saxon race at no remote day will become dominant in
the world. The prospect imparts a feeling of pride in the
conseiousness that we ourselves belong to this noble race, with
whose destinies onr own are inseparably assoeciated; for the
different parts of the race, though spreading from sea to sea
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and established on every continent of the globe, are sprung
from the same stock, and must infallibly share in its future
power and glory,

For nearly one hundred years previons to the first perma-
nent settlement of Englishmen in Ameriea, Spain and Portu-
eal had suecessfully founded their respective colonies on both
gides of the American continent, extending on the western or
Spanish side throngh sixty-six degrees of latitude from thirty
degrees south to thirty-six degrees north; and for a century
the wealth of the New World poured into the coffers of
Spain.  The dwellers in the Spanish seaport towns had bhe-
come so aceustomed to see the arrivals of the treasure-ships
from the South Seas that *they viewed them,” we are told,
“with but ordinary interest.”

Englishmen, in those days, looked with ecovetous eyes upon
the huge galleons returning to Spain from their weary journeys
to the West, and bringing their almost priceless burdens of
eold, gilver, valnable woods, and otlier treasures almost
unknown to the people of the British Isles. They also knew
that the countries beyond the Atlantic were giving to Spain a
market for all the fruits of her industry, and affording an out-
let for all her surplus population.

The misunderstandings existing at the time between Eliza-
beth and Philip gave to many reckless English sea-rovers,
whereof Drake, Frobisher and Cavendish were fair specimens,
a good reason for sailing to the Pacifie, and making their pred-
atory visits to the Spanish settlements which then dotted the
American coast from Valparaiso to the Gulf of California, as
well as to waylay and plunder the treasureships returning to
Spain from the New World.

Many of the staid and upright London merchants were ex- -
tensively interested in these expeditions ; and Rovalty deemed
it right to share largely in the profits. The English people
understood that Elizabeth and Dudley freely and generounsly
aided Drake in fitting out his expedition ;: and history assures
us that the queen commanded him, after his return, to bring
the * Pelican™ before her palace at Greenwich, that she might
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see with lLer own eyes the little vessel, of one hundred tons’
burden only, in which her bold subject had cirecnmnavigated
the globe in search of Spanish gold.®

Cavendish, too, met with an almost regal reception when,
after sailing around the world, he anchored his ship, filled with
Spanish treasures, at London Bridge, © with his soldiers elad in
velvet, and his topsails, cloth of gold.”

Those were the days in which many a starving moss-trooper
gave his life as a penalty for the driving of one of his enemy’s
sheep across the border; but these English navigators, who
had burned villages, robbed churches, and seuttled ships, were
ennobled and placed in ecommand of the royal frigates.

The early explorers brought home to England the most
wonderful tidings from foreign countries. Even their more
sober reports were deeply tinged with the romance of the sev-
enteenth century, and were sufficiently exciting to create at
onee a strong desire in the minds of multitudes of their coun-
trymen *“to go out and ocenpy such deleetable lands.”  As one
historian has said: “A few years only were to pass over
before the Anglo-Saxon race was to make new nations amidst

*For many years this legend was on an old sign-board of the
“Queen’s Head ™ tavern in London :

“ O Nature ! to Old England still
Continue these mistakes ;
Still give us for our King such Queens,
And for our Dux such Drakes.”

To the chair, made of one of the timbers of the ** Pelican,” or **Golden
Hind."” as she was called after Drake made his cruise in her, and deposi-
ted in the University Library at Oxford, Cowley addressed these lines :

“To this great ship. which round the globe has run,
And matched in race the chariot of the sun—
This Pythagorean ship (for it may claim
Without presumption so deserved a name,
By knowledge once, and transformation now)—
In her new shape this sacred port allow,
Drake and his ship could not have wished from Fate
A more blest station or more blest estate :
Forlo! a seat of endless rest is given
To her in Oxford. and to him in Heaven.”
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dense forests and boundless prairies. England had tasted
tobaceo and she hoped to find gold. The time for that great
work of plantation was not far distant.”

To the extravagance of the representations of that period
witness Raleigh's story of Golden Guiana in his Tract of 1596 :

“* Lopez discribeth the court and magnificence of Guaynacapa, aun-
cestor to the Emperour of Guiana, whose very words are these: All
the vessels of his home, table, and kitehin were of gold and silver, and
the meanest of silver and copper for strength and hardnes of the mettal.
He had in his wardroppe hollow statues of golde which seemed giants,
and the figures in proportion and bignes of all the beastes, birdes, trees
and hearbes, that the earth bringeth forth : and of all the fishes that the
sea or waters of his kingdome breedeth. . . Yea and they say, the
Ingas had a garden of pleasure in an iland neere Puna, . . . which had
all kind of garden hearbes, flowers and trees of gold and silver, an in-
vention and magnificence till then never seene ; Besides all this, he had
an infinite quantitie of silver and gold unwrought.”

Sir Williamm Courteen, the princely merchant of London,
who was known as “the lover of the New World,” early in
the seventeenth century sent his =hip to explore the distant
Carribees. She returned in safety, and he told his wondering
countrymen of “the many fertile isles of that summer sea,
where the generous soil returned to its eunltivator its two erops
vearly, requiring but a tithe of the labor necessary to produce
one in Kent, and the work can be done by slaves.”

From the coast of sterile, uninviting New England, Captain
John Smith wrote to * His High and Hopeful Charles, Prince
of Great Dritain,” of “the surpassing riches that inhabit this
coast: how in the fishing a ship with adventure of £2,000 ean
gain £1,000, and that in six months too, and that large shippes
may be loaded with the richest of Furres.”

From Somers’ Islands, no longer * the still vexed Bermoo-
Sir George Somers writes to his friends in England :

g

thes,”

“If you in England will do what is fit for youn, as we will, by God’s
helpe, what is fit for us, we hope shortly to see the day when men shall
say, ‘ Blessed bee God that suffered Sir Thomas Gates and Sir George
Somers to be cast away upon these Islands."”

But intelligence that far exceeded in interest all the forego-
ing, was brought to England by the expedition, consisting of
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three small vessels, under the command of Captain Lancaster,
which were sent by some London merchants in 1591 on a trad-
ing adventure to India. One of the most important eonse-
quences of this expedition was the chartering of “the East
India Company.” The Patent for trading which this Com-
pany received, was large enough to cover the entire space of
land and sea between Cape Horn and the Cape of Good Hope.

Abont this period, a general desire for colonization began to

be manifested in the seaport towns of the lower counties of
ﬂngl:iml, and the merchants of London, the Dristol and Ply-
mouth ship-owners, the weavers of Coventry, the cutlers of
Sheflield, and graziers of Kent, as well as all the great Trades
and Guilds of London, were eager to avail themselves of any
new market for the produce of their industry, and coveted at
least a portion of that commerce which had enriched Spain
and was pouring its golden tide into Portugal and Holland,
One hundred years after Vaseo de Gama had passed the Cape
of Good Hope we see the first pioneers of England’s colonies
doubling the same eape, and holding their adventurous course
toward India. That beginning of an empire was sent ont by
the East India Company, then in the dawn of its existence,
having secured its charter but a few days previous to the sail-
ing of the ships.

The Colony made a safe landing, and the adventure proved
go suceessful that npon the return of the ships to London, such
tidings were brought by them from the colonists, that a vast
emigration from England at onee began, and so luerative was
the trade that fifty years after the founding of the Colony, the
stoek of the Company, from a par value of £100, had risen to
£500. And the Colony itself, though it gave at first small
evidence of its future grandeur, was in after years, through
the genius of Clive and Hastings, to become the most populons
part of an empire without a peer in the history of the world.

Soon after the founding of the East India Colony, a settle-
ment was made on the coast of Guinea; in 1605 at the Barba-
dog, in 1607 at Jamestown, in 1620 at Plymouth, in 1631 at

Gambia, in 1632 at Antigna, and in 1637, during the month of
9
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June, there arrived at Boston, from London, two large ships,
of which one was the “ Iector,” containing a company of colo-
nists who, from the fact that in April of the ensming year,
1638, they selected the site of our eity for their plantations,
are known to history as the New HAavEN CoLoNY.

The ecolonies which emigrated from England to America
were directly or indirectly under the patronage of the numer-
ous merchant companies of London and Bristol, and were gen-
erally bonded to the eompanies or assisted by them. This was
the case even with the Separatist Colony of Plymonth; how-
ever desirons it was to place the ocean between itself and the
uneongenial Churchmen of England, it was unable to accom-
plish its desire nntil a company of London merchants extended
its helping hand to the faithful Pilgrims. Under bondg to
that company to the amount of nearly £2,000, the * May-
flower™ and the “Speedwell™ set sail. Thomas Weston, one
of the proprietors of the company, journeyed to Plymouth to
be sure that the ships were =afely off. This ecompany had
on board of the “ Mayflower” a trading stock of the value
of £1,700. The eare of the goods was entrnsted to a factor,
whom the merchants sent in the ship, and who was to dispose
of their shipment after it should be landed.

The New Haven Colony was in this respect unlike most of
the others. When the colonists landed at Quinnipiack they
were responsible to themselves only, and obliged to pay tribute
to no rigorous and exacting company.

[Towever long the list of the colonies planted by the English
race, the history of all of them shows that the first settlers were
no sooner hounsed than they manifested the commereial spirit
and enterprise natural to the nation. There were sent to Eng-
land from Plymonth as early as 1621, “stores of beaver and
fine furres.” A vear or two later, there was built at Salem a
ship of one hundred and twenty tons, by name the * Desire,”
and she was loaded with *furres, fish and boards.”*

-

*The * Desire” was the ship which brought in 1637 the first slaves
to New England. The ship which, in July, 1639, arrived at Graves-
end, England, in twenty-three days from Salem, made the voyage,
allowing for distances, only seven days longer than the passage made
by the clipper-ship **Dreadnaught™ from New York in 18534,
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The year which saw the first colonists land at DBarbados,
saw also a ship sail from the island for London with a cargo of
fustic. Jamestown speedily sent tobaceo; and in so short a
time as two years after the sailing of the earliest ships of the
East India Company, many of the products of India were for
the first time seen as articles of merchandise in the streets of
London.

CHAPTER 1.

THE EARLY COMMERCE OF NEW HAVEN AND ITS DECLINE.

Robertson tells us “that ne period in the history of one’s
own country can be considered as altogether uninteresting.
Such transactions as tend to illustrate the progress of its laws
and manners merit the ntmost attention. Even remote and
minute events are objects of a curiosity which, heing natural
to the human mind, the gratification of it is attended with
pleasure.”

In accord with this sentiment of the historian, it has been
my endeavor to colleet such data and faets as will in a measure
illustrate the Ancient Maritime Interests of New Haven.,

The men who were in the earlier days of the Colony the
most eminent, were persons of large estates, who had in Eng-
land received a commereial edueation. Mr. Eaton, the hon-
ored father of onr New Haven Plantation, had not only been
a prosperous and respected merchant of the city of London,
but, as the representative of Charles I, had resided at the
Court of Denmark, and honorably acquitted himself in all the
affairs entrusted to him.

It is stated by one historian at least, that Mr. Eaton arrived
at Boston in the ship “Arbella,” at a date as early as 1630,
seven years before the arrival of the “ Heetor.” There came
with him in the “Arbella,” as fellow passengers, Sir Richard
Saltonstall, John Ven, Esq., and John Winthrop. The latter,
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in his journal of the voyage, makes no mention of these fellow
passengers save where he incidentally records the fact, that “a
maid of Sir Richard Saltonstall fell down at the grating by the
cook-room.”

The “Arbella,” which had previously been known as the
*“ Eagle,” received her new name in honor of Isaac Johnson's
wife, who was styled the Lady Arbella. The ship was one of
a large fleet of eleven vessels that contained seven hundred
passengers, two hundred and forty eows, and sixty horses, all
destined for the plantations in New England.  [s it improbable,
that Mr, Eaton, who was interested in the Massachusetts Day
C'olony, may have heen a passenger, desirous to see the country
which was at the time causing so great an emigration from
England ?

He was better qualified than any other one of the New Ha-
ven planters for the important office of Governor, and was
highly appreciated and honored by the colonists; for he was
annually chosen by them to be their governor for twenty con-
seeutive years, an honor bestowed on no other citizen of the
colony or the commonwealth.

But Mr. Eaton was not the only man of means and estate in
the plantation. There were many other men of property and
of influence. So important was the company, that no efforts
were left untried to induce it to remain within the jurisdietion
of Massachusetts Bay. Among other indncements presented,
were offers of land at Charlestown, Watertown, and the entire
town of Newbury. No place, however, presented to Mr.
Caton =0 many advantages for trade and commerce as did
Quinnipiack, which he had earefully surveyed soon after his
arrival at Doston.

On the last day but ome of March, 1638, the New Haven
Colony, or a portion of it, including Mr. Eaton, sailed from
Boston for Quinnipiack, and reached this place abont the mid-
dle of the following month. They bronght with them not
only the Bible and the Common Law, but also strong hopes
of becoming a powerful and opulent colony, which should
rival the New Netherlands at the west, and Boston and Ply-
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month at the eastward. Unfortunately the name of the ves
sel which brought the colonists hither is lost to us,

{_:hn'urnurWiﬁthrup’ﬁ bark, * Blessing of the Day,” frequently
passed through Long Island Sound to and from New Nether-
land, and was at Hartford in 1636, The strongest friendship
existed between Winthrop and Eaton, and possibly the * Dless--
ing,” being a Sound trader, was placed at the disposal of him-
self and his companions and brought them to New Haven.

Quoting from Intchinson, it may be said: * Their chief
view was trade ; and, to be better accommodated, they built on
small house-lots near the sea, and fairer and more commaodions
houses than those in the other colonies.  They built vessels for
foreign voyages, and set up trading-houses upon lands which
they purchased at Delaware Day for the sake of beaver.”

A word should be said respecting the “Ancient Trading
Posts at Delaware Bay,” which were established by the New
Haven colonists.

A short time after the settlement at Plymonth, urgent invi-
tations were =ent to the Puritans by the Virginians to oceupy
lands at Delaware Bay. None, however, appear to have ac-
cepted the offer,

In the autumn of 1638, the year of the settlement of ounr
colony, a company of the colonists (the most prominent of
whom was George Lamberton, soon to meet his tragic death)
voyaged to Delaware Bay. Their object was to establish trad
ing stations, at which furs could be purchased of the Indians,
who annually followed the Delaware and the Susquehannah
rivers from their sources to the ocean. Lamberton’s party took
with them a Pequot Indian to act as an interpreter.  Through
his ageney they purchased lands of the Indians, who, for the
gum of £60, sold them all the lands which extend from Cape
May to the mounth of the Delaware river on the New Jersey
side of the Bay. :

At several of the many convenient sites for trade, the colo-
nists established their factories, and made preparations for
pursuing a large commerce with the Indian trappers.

In 1641, Captain Lamberton, the owner of the * Cock,”
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which was the first vessel recorded as owned in New Haven,
sailed in that vessel for the Bay, earrying with him, as adven-
turers who were desirous of settling in the new colony, abont
twenty New ITaven eolonists.  When they reached New York,
the orders of the Duteh governor of that colony gave them the
choice of turning back and abandoning their voyage or of
promising allegiance to the Dutel, who claimed the lands
about the Bay as belonging to the Duteh West India Com-
pany.

The New IHaven men promised all due allegiance, should
they settle on Dutch territory, and went on their way. Among
the company was Captain Nathaniel Turner, soon to meet the
same distressing fate which overtook Lamberton. Ile had
leave given him by the New Haven Court to go down to Del-
aware and reside there *for his owne advantage and the pub-
lique good in settling the affayres thereof.”

Not more than two years had passed away after Capt. Turner's
arrival before the Duteh sent two armed vessels, commanded
by Captain Johnsen Van Ilpendam, to drive out the English
settlers from the waters of the Delaware,

The Swedes, who claimed the lands on the Delaware side of
the Bay, were also hostile to the New Haven colonists. They
had prejudiced the Indians against them, and had seized Lam-
berton, imprisoned, and fined him,

The New Haven people, thongh sadly disappointed in their
expectations of trade, were not willing to assert their claims to
their lands by force of arms,  They surrendered their property
to the Duteh, who burned their store houses, but allowed them
to carry their goods home to New Haven.

The adventure resulted in great pecuniary loss, one anthor
deeming it not less than onme thowsand pounds, an amount
which the colony could ill spare in the gloomy days of 1643,

Although the posts were destroyed, Lamberton and others
made subsequent voyages to the Bay; but it does not appear
that any trade was carried on after the destruction of the stores
by the Duatehin 1643. New Haven elaimed until 1664 “ divers
pieces of land on hoth sides of the Delaware Bay.” At a
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meeting of the Commissioners of the United Colonies of New
England, held in Boston in 1643, Mr. Eaton and Mr. Gregson,
the New Haven Comniissioners, complained of the treatment
experienced by Lamberton and his eompany at the hands of
the Swedes and the Duteh, and asked that redress should he
required. The New England Commissioners delegated Lam-
berton to proceed to the Bay, clothing him with aunthority to
make a determination of the case with the Swedes; but it
would seem that the mission was fruitless,

One of the most striking manifestations of the eommereial
enterprise of the colony is presented in the vast number of
petitions laid before the New Haven Court regarding laws and
regulations of the commerce of the town. As early as 1639,
Lamberton was trading to Virginia, and Goodman Tapp was
bringing cattle from the DBay. In 1640, a law was passed
*forbidding - Masters of Ships to throw ballast into the har-
bour.” It was also ordered that ** Shipwrights be excused from
military duty;” and Brother Leeke received “liberty to draw
wine for them that work at the shipp.” In 1644 *come Rich-
ard Malbon, John Evanee and George Lamberton to inform
the Clourte, that having serionsly considered the damages which
the towne doth in many wayes suffer from the flattes which
hinder vessels from coming neare the towne, they will under-
take (upon conditions named) to bnilde a Wharfe, to which at
least Botes may come to discharge their cargoes.”

The wharf which they were authorized to build, stood on
the present site of the City Market. The land belonged to
William Preston.

It was in 1641 ordered by the Court *“that the Comodytes
well boughte in England for ready money shall be sold here
not above 3d. on the shilling for profitt and adventure above
what they cost with chardges when solde by retayle—when
solde hy wholesayle lesse proffit may suflize. DBut Commodytes
of a perishing nature subject to waste and damage fall not
under the former rate, vet the rates be so ordered that neither
buyer or seller suffer losse.”

The same year it was ordered, “ whoever shall ent any tree
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where sproce masts grow, withont leave from the Governor,
shall pay twenty shillings for every such default.”

Laws were also made to regulate the lighterage of goods to
and from the vessels at anchor in the harbor, and partieular
attention was given to the cutting and hewing of timber for
ship building.

In fine, the records of the town in its early days, abound in
allusions to its commereial interests ; and it is by no means an
uninteresting fact, that long before the settlers named their
town New Haven, stringent laws to regulate commeree had
been enacted by the Court.

Trade with foreign countries, as well as with Ameriean ports,
was pursuetl soon after the founding of the colony; and
vessels were sent to England, the Barbados, the Azores, Massa-
chusetts, Salem, Conneetient, New Netherland, Delaware Bay,
Virginia, and the Bermudas. Virginia was comparatively an
old eolony when New Ilaven was first settled, and with it our
town always maintained an extensive trade. In 1639, as be-
fore said, Lamberton was regularly sailing to its ports, touching
at some of the Delaware Day stations on the voyage; and so
early as 1640, in the godly Colony of New Ilaven, three had
fellows by name George Spencer, John Pronte (not #4e John
Proute), and Henry Drasier, endeavored to steal Lamberton’s
vessel, the * Cock,” the evening before she was to sail for Vir-
ginia. It was their intention to earry her to Jamestown; but
instead of so doing, they underwent a publiec whipping and
ironing.

From the settlement of the colony till 1656, the history of
New Haven's maritime interests is but little more than a sad
detail of disaster, misadventure, and ill-fortune. After the
period named it is difficult to discover that New Iaven was
little else than a colony of disconraged farmers,

The leaders in the coleny, men who had lived in the great
cities'of England, donbtless bronght to the plantation ideas and
habits of a nature too prodigal and extravagant for a new
country. To quote from Hubbard :

“*Though they built some shipping, and sent abroad their provisions
into foreign parts, and purchased lands at Delaware, and other places,
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to set up trading-houses for beaver, yet all would not help; they sank
apace, and their stock wasted, so that in five or six years they were
very near the bottom : yet being not willing to give over, they did, as it
were, gather together all their remaining strength, to the building and
loading out one ship for England.”

This ship, known as * The Great Shippe,” has for nearly two
and a half centuries been the theme for story and romance.
Her burden was from ninety to one hundred and twenty tons,
She was built in Rhode Island, and purchased by the * New
Haven Merchants’ Company,” who brought her to their town,
and by the united efforts of the colonists, she was loaded for
ingland. She sailed for that country during the cold, tem-
pestuous winter of 1645,

It is a matter of sincere regret that we are ignorant of the
name of this New Iaven ship. In none of the numerons
aceounts of her sailing, and of her fancied reappearance, is any
mention made of her name.  Even in the wills and inventories
of the colonists who were interested in the voyage and who
died soon after she sailed, * The Great Shippe” seems to be
the only name given.

That the eolonists generally (those who were esteemed rich
as well as those who were in a less prosperous condition), were
interested in the adventure, is evident from the fact that in the
appraisement of several estates, mention is made of the
amounts in *“ the shippe,” as £50, £30, £20 ; and in each in-
stance the sum named represented a very large proportion of
the inventory.

It should perhaps be stated that “The Great Shippe™ was
outfitted and loaded by “The Company of Merchants of New
Haven.” Governor Eaton, Stephen Goodyear, and Richard
Malbon, were directors of this company, and against it suit
was brought by the brothers George and Lawrence Ward,
block-makers, who had been employed to make a suit of blocks
for the ship. Such was the delay of payment for the blocks,
that suit was entered at the Court, November 2, 1647.

The valne of the lading of the ship is given at £5,000
sterling. In this sum was included the plate, of which a large

3
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quantity was put on board, several hundred West India hides,
a large quantity of planks, great store of beaver, and some eorn
and pease in bulk.

The value of the ship and cargo represented a large per-
centage of the property of the town. It comprised nearly one-
seventh of the combined estates of the colonists in 1643, before
disaster had overtaken them. At that time the value of the
personal estates of the New Haven Colony was £36,337
sterling. To arrive at the value of the same in 1876 we must
multiply by three and one-half, and we are justified in suppos-
ing that after three vears of reverses and losses, the wealth of
the place had depreciated to such an extent that instead of one-
seventh part, it is more probable that the ill-fated ship and her
lading represented nearer a (uarter of the wealth of New
Haven.

As an evidence of the deplorable shrinkage of the estates,
witness the appraisement of the estate of Governor Eaton ;

Valued in 1643 at £3,000 ;
Appraised at his death, in 1658, £1.440.
That of Stephen Goodyear ;
Valued in 1643 at £1.000 :
Appraised in 1658 at £804, >
That of Francis Drewster:
Valued in 1643 at £1,000 ;
Appraised in 1647 at £605.

In the estimates of these estates I do not include the value
of the land credited to them, averaging about 250 acres to each
in 1643.  Dut it is included in the appraisement of the several
properties. This makes more patent the losses which our early
fathers were obliged to undergo.

When, after many weary months of waiting for tidings of
the ship, the eolonists realized the great loss which had fallen
upon them, disconragement, perhaps it may be called despair,
seemed to take possession of them. Not only had the sea
swallowed a large portion of their estates, but thev were also
aalled to mourn the loss of seventy of their fu]lu1;\:~tfm'1151n311.
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Many of these were eminent both in the chureh and in the
jurisdietion, Esl}vﬂi:i]]; 0 were Mr, Gregson, Mr. Turner, and
the commander of the unfortunate ship, George Lamberton.
The latter was one of the most valued of the settlers, and
owing to his wealth and influenee, he oceupied a prominent
position in the commereial portion of the community.

This ship, it will be remembered, was the vessel known as
“The Phantom Ship,” that was supposed to have been seen in
the air, off our harbor, during the month of June of the ensu-
ing year; and supposed also by the godly portion of the eolo-
nists to have been sent by Providence to intimate to them the
manner of the taking off of their townsmen as well as the loss
of the ship.

The loss of this ship cansed almost, if not gnite, an end to
important foreign voyages. The colonists found themselves,
with diminished resources, unable to prosecute any commereial
enterprizes of note.

They had selected the place of their settlement solely on
account of its facilities for a foreign trade, and they were in
no good condition to turn to agrienlture. They were not only
ignorant of such a calling, but the soil was so sterile and
unyielding that they beecame well-nigh exhaunsted, and serious
thonghts were entertained of abandoning the settlement and
seeking another where the soil was more generous and the eli-
mate more genial,

It was, moreover, at this period that they were receiving tid-
ings of the exciting times and events in England, and many of
the gettlers in New IHaven and in other colonies meditated on
these things until at length the same spirit of freedom which
had brought them hither, lured them back to fight for liberty
on their ancestral fields.

Yet one more attempt was made to establish a trading-post
at Delaware DBay, and land was purchased there for the pur-
pose; but meeting such determined opposition from the
Duteh, and being unfairly treated by the Swedes, the project
was abandoned, and was never more essayed.

In these dark days there came from England one Captain
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(Gookin, bringing with him from the Lmﬂ Protector an offer
of lands to 1]1{- New England colonists; or at least to such as
should elect to accept them, on the fertile island of Jamaica,
which had but a short time previous been wrested from its
ancient owner by the vator of Penn and Venablés.

Governor Eaton received a letter containing such an offer,
and by his order it was read at a meeting of the New Iaven
Court, May 26, 1656,

“ Much debate there was aboute this thing (by the deputies of the sev-
eral plantations there assembled), and a serious weighing and consider-
ing thereof, and though they cannot but acknowledg the great love,
care, and tender respect of his highnes the Lord Protector, to New Eng-
land in generall. and to this colonie in p'ticular, yet for divers rea-
sons they cannot conclude that God calls them to a present remove
theither, though if they conld have found fwo men fitt and willing to goe
with Captain Martin to view, they would have sent them at the charge
of the jurisdiction : but that being hard and diffieult to obtayne, must
be defferred till another season, and for the present the Court onely de-
gired an answer might be sent to his highnes the Lord Protector with all
humble acknowledgement of his great love towards us,”™*

Probably one reason why the offer of Cromwell was declined
may be seen in the fact that the earlier settlers were then aged
people, and to attempt another remove wonld have been fatal
to many and injurions to most,

Eighteen years had been passed in the town, and the people,
in spite of their wretched fortune, had an attachment for the
colony ; and doubtless, too, they still hoped that the time was
not far away, when opportunities wonld again present them-
selves, by improving which they might in a measure restore
their wasted estates.

At this time, it may be stated, there prevailed in the West
Indies a plague (probably yellow fever), so virulent that, to
nse the words of the chronicler, “the living conld scarce bury
their dead.” This may have been one reason for the rejection
of the offer, the colonists dreading the experience which had

*Bryan Edwards in his * History, Civil and Commercial, of the
British Colonies in the West Indies,” in treating of Jamaica, mentions

the fact that in 1657 there arrived at Morant Bay, Jamaica, fourteen
families from New England as settlers and planters.
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befallen Raleigh's Guiana expedition in their encounter with a
tropical plagne.

During these years of adversity and distress for New Haven,
one man there was who not only deserves an honorable niche
in its history, but well merits the title that has been given him :
“The Father of New England Commerce,” -

Among the names subseribed to the compact which, on the
eleventh of November, 1620, was signed in the cabin of the
* Mayflower,” that of Mr. fsaacke Allerton is fifth, following

7n.

that of Mr. Brewster, and preceding that of Miles Standish.
He was not only a man of eminent parts, but also well skilled
in finaneial matters,  Previous to his leaving England, he had
been engaged in commercial pursuits, and he was particularly
well qualified to performe the important business with which
the eolony was soon to entrust him.

In 1626, Miles Standish returned to the Plymonth Colony
from London, where he had resided for come time as the agent
of that colony, and Mr. Allerton, who at the time was the
tactor of the London merchants and entrusted with their colo-
nial interests, was requested by his fellow eolonists to pro-
ceed to London as their agent ; and to that city he went in the
antumn of the same year.

The principal business to be transacted by Mr. Allerton in
England was the making of a settlement with the London
Company, to which the colony was heavily bonded ; and fear-
ing lest in some manner the merchants might elaim a voice in
the jurisdiction, the colonists wished to make such an arrange-
ment as would give the company no power in the colony.
They doubtless appreciated the sentiment of Adam Smith,
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written one hundred and fifty years later, *that the govern-
ment of an exclusive company of merchants is perhaps the
worst of all governments for any country whatever,”

Mr. Allerton was absent from Plymounth nearly seven
months, returning to that place in the spring of 1627.  During
his stay in London, he rendered very great service to the col-
ony. Not only did he take up £300 of their indebtedness at
thirty per eent., which he invested in goods for the henefit of
the colonists, but he also made an arrangement with the Lon-
don merchants whereby they agreed, for the sum of £1,5800,
to relinguish all theiwr interest in Plymouth. This agreement
was made after great pains and infinite trouble on the part of
My, Allerton ; and for his snecessful management of the busi-
ness, he received the thanks of the'colomists, Ile returned to
London the same year, taking passage in a small English vessel
which was sailing for England.  He carried with him sufficient
heaver to pay some engagements made during his previous
visit, and also nine bonds for two hundred pounds each, which
he handed to the London Company, and received in exchange
for them conveyances for the entire elaims held by the mer-
chauts on Plymounth. Nor was he merely the agent in this
important transaction. e was one of the eight Plymouth eol-
onists who made themselves personally responsible for the sum
of £200 each, and who were known as the * Undertakers.”

The year 1628 saw him again in the colony. IHe had bronght
with him the eonveyanees of the company, and also a patent
for a trading station on the Kenebee river. Three months
later, this indefaticable man sailed once more for London.
His business was to obtain a patent for Plymouth, and to faeil-
itate, to the utmost of his ability, the removal of the Leyden
church to the colony.

I'rom that undertaking it would appear that he returned un-
successful.  But he sailed again for London in the same ship,
and in due time eame back to Plymouth, having many of the
Leyden brethren with him. The ship that brought them was
the “Lyon,” eommanded by William Peirce, who had been
sailing between New England and old England from as early a
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time as 1622, For several years Peirce was the master of the
“ Maytlower,” which belonged to the Massachusetts Day Col-
ony. In 1641, he was killed at New Providence Island in the
Bahamas, He made in 1639 the first American almanae.

After the return of Mr. Allerton on the ** Lyon,” the colony
ceased to regard him as its agent, giving this reason, that in
the charter whieh he had proeured for Plymouth, he had not
managed to incorporate as many favorable provisions as the
patent of Massachusetts Bay contained. They also acensed
him of having been “too lavish of money.” Ilis friend Sher-
ley, writing to one of the Plymouth men in March, 1630, said :
“Till our main business, the Patent, was granted, I conld not set-
tle my mind nor pen to writing,  Mr. Allerton was so turmoiled
abont it, as verily T would not nor could not have undergone it,
if T might have had a £1,000.”

The rigid economists of Plymouth, not knowing the number
of itching palms of those who formed the court of Charles I,
could not overlook the fact that over five hundred pounds had
been lavishly “cast away ™ in vainly endeavoring to incorporate
in the charter a clause whereby no customs were to be levied
upon Plymouth cargoes for a certain time.

That the famous American custom of * greasing the wheels,”
and of “ putting money where it will do the most good,” was
well known in London in 1629, the same letter from Sher-
ley will prove to ns. IHe writes: “The Lord Keeper (Sir
Thomas Coventry) furthered it all he eonld, and also the Solie-
itor ; but as Festos said to Paul, With no small sum obtained I
this freedom ; for by the way, many »iddles must be resolved,
and many locks must he opened with the sifver, nay, the golden
key.” '

Mr. Allerton considered that he had been unfairly used, and
that his good name had been tarnished.  He therefore resolved
to withdraw himself from the colony, at least for a time ; and
he accordingly in 1631, took passage for England in the DBris-
tol ship “ White Angel.” To the last the colonists assured
him that, while he was their agent, “they had ever found
him untiring in his endeavors to advance the best interests of
the colony.”
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Soon after reaching England, he determined to return to
America and engage in commercial transactions of his own.
Hiring the * White Angel,” he filled her with his goods; and
embarking in her, sailed for the Kenebee and the Penobscot,
at both of which places he established factories or trading posts.
In this undertaking he was doomed to disappointment. Soon
after his leaving the latter place it was visited by the French,
who captured it, killed his agent and elerks, burnt his buildings,
and ecarried away all his belongings,

Not east down by this unhappy experience, he determined
to succeed. Ile removed to Salem, where, in 1633, we find
him engaged in “the Fisheries.” During the same year Win-
throp speaks of him as fishing at Marblehead, employing no
less than eight boats in that undertaking. e resided for
several vears in that place, engaged in mercantile affairs.
While there he was a shipowner, and in the memorable tem-
pest of August 16, 1635, his ship was totally lost on Cape Ann,
and among the twenty persons drowned were the Rev. Mr.
Avery, his wife, and six small children, who were emigrating
to Salem.

In 1636 we find him going in his barque to Penobseot on a
trading adventure. On the return voyage from this place, he
was cast away on an island, where his vessel (quoting from
Winthrop). * beat out her keel, and so lay ten days; yet he gate
help from Pemaguid, and mended her, and brought her home.”

From Salem, Mr., Allerton went to the New Netherlands,
and after residing there a short time he eame, in 1646, to the
New Haven Colony.

Notwithstanding the many reverses of fortune which it had
been his lot to experience, he was, it is evident, even yet a man
of means, vigor, and enterprise. Ile beeame at onee a com-
mercial leader here, and remained till his death prominently
identified with the maritime interests of our town.

[Tere, by the ereck, he built his famous mansion, the * [House
of the four porticoes,” as it has been sometimes called. This
house stood near where now stands the residence of Mr.
Edward Buddington, at the junction of Fair and Union streets,
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His warehouse was, without doubt, opposite to his residence.,
It stood, as warehonses generally did at that period, on the
bank of the creek (over the bed of which now pass the trains
of the Consolidated Road), and was aeceessible to the small
class of vessels which, till after the Revolution, composed the
zea-going fleet of New Haven.

From this port Mr. Allerton sent his vessels to various
places—to Massachnsetts Day, Virginia, Delaware Bay, and
often times to ‘“the Barbadoes.” With the latter place, he
had a very eonsiderable interest, and as late as 1655, we find
him in company with Ensigne Bryan, of Milford (the owner of
the greai Drig), complaining to the New Haven Conrt, * that
by reason of bad biskit and flower they have had from James
Roggers, at Milford, they have suffered much damage, and like-
wise the place lyes under reproach at Virgenia and Berhados,
s0 as when other men from other places can have a ready markit
for their goods, that from hence lyes by, and will not sell, or if
it doe, it is for little above halfe so muech as others sell for.”

The finding of the Court was, that “¢f after this warning,
James Roggers his flower, or bread, prove had, he must expect
that the damage will fall upon him, unless it may be proved
that the defectivnes of it came by some other meanes.”

In company with John Underhill, that famous Indian-
fighter, Mr. Allerton was requested by the Duteh governor of
New Netherlands to raise by anthority of the Court one hun-
dred soldiers to be led by Captain Underhill against the
Indians. The Court however merely propounded to consider
the matter the next Spring.

When, in 1643, Massachusetts and New Haven sent their
three ministers, Mr. Knolles, Mr. Tompson, and Mr. James, to
Virginia on their missionary errand, they being wrecked at
Ilell Gate, and receiving very slender entertainment from the
Duteh governor, Mr. Allerton, being there, sent his pinnace,
took great pains and care for them and sent them on their
way.

Mr, Allerton resided in New Haven till his death, whiel
occurred in 1659,  After his twentv-nine years of incessant

4
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labor, of tireless zeal, and of indomitable perseverance, he still
experienced the sad fate which was common to most of the
New IHaven pioneers: he died insolvent. Ilis creditors were
many ; his debtors were few,

The will of Mr. Allerton was proven Oetober 19, 1659.
The inventory was small, and so greatly had property fallen in
valne. that his famous house, his barns, and two acrés of land
were appraised at £75 only. »

This ancient New Iavener well deserves to be remembered
as one who came to the eolony in its days of adversity, and
who, during his long residence here of thirteen years, endeav-
ored right manfully to do his part in retrieving the diminished
fortunes of his fellow-townsmen,

It is & matter of sincere regret that we have so little infor-
mation regarding the latter years of this remarkable man.
With the exception of the frequent mention of his name in
our Colonial Records, and some vague passages in Winthrop's
Journal, we have but little which is definite in respeet to this
old Puritan merchant, this pilgrim of the * Mayflower.”

The remains of Mr. Allerton were interred in the old Bury-
ing Ground, on the Green, not far from the spot where the
Center Chureh stands.

**Then be honored the day when the * Mayflower' came,
And honored the charge she bore ;

The stern, the religions, the glorious men
Whom she set on our rough, native shore,”

A brief notice is alzo due to the memory of another of our
New Haven colonists, who was the eontemporary of Mr. Aller-
ton, and like him, engaged in the foreign commerce of the town.

Prominent among the settlers of New Ilaven in 1638 was
Mr. John Evance, one of the signers of the Quinnipiack Com-
pact of June 4, 16349, and for eighteen vears one of the most
enterprising and energetic of the New Haven planters.

He ranked high in estate and paid as late as 1649 a trade
tax on £550. His grant of land was where the Battell Chapel
now stands, at the southwest corner of Elm and College streets.
He was frequently chosen a deputy of the town. '
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During his residence in the colony he was constantly en-
oaged in commerce, and the place was indebted to him for
many valuable plans and suggestions favorable to its maritime
interests.  For example he was, as before mentioned, one of
those who first proposed building a wharf to facilitate the
landing of goods from the vessels then beginning to frequent
the colony.

ITe was at different times the owner of several vessels that
he sent to the usual places with which New Iaven was com-
mercially interested. Ome of the earliest eases of litigation
in the colony was begun by Mr. Evance, who brought a suit
for damages against Captain Johm Charles, acensing him of
most carelessly wrecking a vessel belonging to himself. This
vessel, of which Charles was master, was homeward bound
from the Azores, and was lost off Guilford Point, and with
her © certayne pipes of Madeira wyne,” and other goods,—the
whole valued at £100,

Mr. Evance *further acquaynted the Courte that at the
first hearing of the said losse, he apprehended it as an afflict-
ing providence of God immediatlye sent for Aés exersise:”
but, after guestioning his captain  he thought it best to in-
voke Awman arbitration.  The suit. which was long and tedions,
was settled by the captain, Charles, paying to Mr. Evance
* three-score and seaven pownds, and ordinary court chardges.”

In 1649 My, Evance was again in litigation about one of his
ghips—this time with the old Duteh merchant, Will. Wester-
housen. The suit had respeet to one of the ancient New
Haven vessels which had become involved in some trouble at
the Manhadoes.

It appears that neither Mr. Evance nor Mr. Allerton were
pecuniarily interested in the * Greate Shippe.” It is difficult
to assign a reason for this, unless it be that their practiced eyes
detected such imperfections in the construetion and lading of
the ship as eonvinced them that the adventure would be fatal.
It is a matter of history, that the ship was ** walty sided,” and
some one, if [ remember aright, aceuses Lamberton of placing
the lighter portion of the cargo in the bottom, and the heavy
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articles on top, by which the ship was rendered so * tender”
—to use a nautical phrase—as to canse her to he unseaworthy.

Mr. Evance remained in the colony till 1656, when, dis-
heartened, he returned to London. Ilis fate was no execep-
tion to the misfortunes of most of the eolonists. Ilis hounses,
lands, and all his interest in different ships were attached by
Mr. Van Goodenhousen ; and after a busy, active life here, for
nearly twenty years, he went home to England a needy man.
ITe was seen in London during the vear 1661 ; but thereafter,
all record of him seems to be lost.

In the English ship, “ The Glorious Restoration,” which
gailed in 1662 from London for Saint Christopher’s with set-
tlers, there was one by the name of J. Evance, and it is not
improbable that he who bore that name was the ancient New
Haven planter, who with his old time enterprise and energy,
was resolved; in that fertile island of the Caribbean, to seek
the sueeess which, thongh well merited and nobly striven for,
was denied him in New England.

Among the colonial merchants, the contemporaries of Evance
and of Allerton, there are many deserving especial mention.

Of these, Ensigne Bryan of Milford sent thenee his ships to
England, to the Azores, to Virginia, and as far east as Nova
Secotia.  For many years his eredit stood so high that his notes
of hand passed as eurrent in Boston as bank notes do any-
where in our own time.

Nicholas Auger was a New Ilaven merchant who main-
tained an extensive trade with Boston and Plymouth. Dying
in 1677, he left an estate which was appraised at £1,638,

Much might be said of that old West India merchant and
ship owner, Stephen Goodyear, the proprietor of the famous
ship “ Zwoll,” the cause of a tedions pen and ink warfare be-
tween (vovernor Eaton and Governor Stuyvesant of New
Netherland.

Much also might be said of John Hodson, Ephraim How,
Nathan Whelpleys, Henry Rutherford, and Benjamin Ling.

Mr. John Hodson, the Barbados trader, the owner of the
“Speedwell,” left, when he died in 1690, an estate of nearly
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£2,200 sterling, the largest, it [ mistake not, which was settled
in the eolony till as late a period as 1701, He it was who left
a lezacy to the First Church of New Haven, of £5, ** with
which to buy plate "—a piece of which (and probably the only
piece presented), with the name of the donor thereon in-
seribed, is still used and dearly prized by that chureh.  Iis
remains lie in the erypt of the church.

Ephraim How, the owner of the * Hopewell,” which traded
to Delaware and Virginia, died Oct. 30, 1630, lle left an
estate of £352,

Nathan Whelpleys, a Barbados merchant, while visiting that
island in command of his barque * Laurel,” died and was
buried there in 1630,

Mr. ITenry Rutherford, the Virginia and Barbados merchant,
whose quaint little warehonse is still to be seen in Fleet street,
was the owner and occupant of the only colonial strueture
which, contemporary with the first settlers, has come down to us.

Benjamin Ling was a merchant of old England, the owner
of “ DBeaver Ponds.” lle died in June, 1670, leaving an
estate of £939. [Ilis house stood near the site now oceupied
by the Seientific School.

Nor will it answer for us to forget to mention that brace of
ancient Knickerbockers, Mr. Samuel VanGoodenhousen and Mr.
Will. Westerhousen, who (undismayed at the discomfiture of
the valorous Van Corlet at the Fort of Good Hope, and it
may be inspirited by the blasts of Anthony’s famous trumpet),
had journeyed to our colony from the Manhadoes, and residing
here many years, maintained during the time an extensive
commerce with foreign ports.

It would seem, that with the death of the original adven-
turers, foreien commerce came to an end. There is scarvee
any thing to show that, besides a small and unimportant coast-
ing trade, there were any commercial undertakings of note.
O¢casionally one may find in the Colony Records notices of
arrivals of vessels from Barbados and from the Azores.

The arrival of one New Haven sloop, the = Polly™ by name,
in New Ilaven in 1697, furnished Cotton Mather with the mate-
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rials out of which he composed the wonderful story found on
page 254 of the second volume of the Magnalia. Doubtless
had Mr. Cotton lived in these iconoclastic days, he would have
considered the story to be one of the Munchansen order.

There iz an account of one voyage of an ancient New
[Taven ship which will perhaps bear repetition.

In Oectober, 1653, Captain Carman sailed from our port in
lLis ship of 180 tons burden and laden with elapboards, hound
for the Canary Islands. He proceeded thither, * being earn-
estly ecommended to the Lord’s protection by the church of
New IHaven.” Reaching  Las Palmas,” he was met in sight
of the city by a Sallee rover of 300 tons, 26 pieces of ordnance
and a foree of 200 men. Althongh Captain Carman had but
200 men and seven pieces of ordnanee, he fonght the Turk
three hours, during which time he was unable to use his mus-
kets because they * were unserviceable from rast.”  The anthor
who recounts the story, says that “the Turk lay eross his
hawse, so as he was foreed to shoot through his own hoodings
and by these shot killed many Turks. Then the Turk lay by
his side and boarded him with 100 soldiers, and ent all his
ropes; but his shot having killed the eaptain of the Turkish
ghip and broken his tiller, the Turk took in his own ensign
and fell off from him, but in such haste as he left about fifty
of his men aboard him. Then the New IHaven men eame up
and fought with those fifty hand to hand, and slew so many of
them as the rest leaped overboard. The master had many
wounds on his head and body, and divers of his men were
wounded, yet but one slain; so with difficulty he got to the
island where he was very eourteously entertained and supplied
with whatsoever he wanted.” The Turkish account of the
engagements having never been received, we must aceept
Captain Carman’s report as veritable.

For many years following the reverses of the colonists in
1650, we can find nothing to warrant us in believing that New
Haven had not lost its commeree, its enterprise, and its mari-
time interests; and in lien of taking its place as an opulent,
prosperous colony, deriving its support from trade with foreign
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lands, it was compelled to turn to agrieulture for its sustenance,
which eventually proved partially successful.

New London, at about the date before named, had several
sea-going ships, and exceeded New Haven in foreien com-
meree ; but even there the commercial transactions were s0
limited and upon such a small seale that vessels of twelve to
twenty tons were found to be sufficient for proseenting foreign
voyages, In 1660, Mr. Mould built at his ship yard in New
London three vessels for foreign commerce. They were named
respectively “Speedwell,” * Hopewell,” and * Endeavor,” and
were sm'er:lﬁy of twelve, seventeen, and twenty tons burden.
The last named made several voyages to Barbados, and was sold
there, on the 10th of April, 1666, for 2,000 weight of sugar.®

In 1669, an English ship of seventy tons, the “America,”
was sold in New London to Mr. Richard Lord and John
Blackheath, of Stratford, for £230. She was at the time com-
manded and owned by Captain John Proute, of County
Devon, England.  After selling his ship, Captain Proute came
to New Haven and took a grant of land. TIlis house stood
nearly opposite the street which now bears hiz name. Ilis
remains and those of his wife lie in the Center Chureh
crypt.

During the many years in which New IHaven seems to have
been without a foreign trade, the surplus production of the
farims was sent to the towns at the eastward, which were in a
flourishing eondition. Several pinnaces and ketehes were
trading to Boston and Salem, and to these places grain and
beaver skins were sent for sale. The coasters on their return
bronght back to the colony such foreign articles as the settlers
could afford to purchase.

Doector Dana, in the discourse delivered by him, January 11,
1801, remarks that in 1740, *“the whole navigation of New
Haven consisted of two coasters and one West India vessel

*In 1642, Mr. Richard Malbon journeyed from New Haven to Wind-
sor, where he bought a horse for his friend in Barbados. He engaged
with the owner of a New Haven vessel to carry the horse to Barbados ;

but when he brought his horse to the ship, she was not large enough to
accommaodate the animal,
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and we are justified in believing that sueh Lad been substan-
tially the case for sixty years previous, from which period till
the close of the French war the commerce of New Haven
ceased to exist.

Evidence of the small transactions whieh were carried on in
New Haven is furnished us in the lading of the keteh = Speed-
well,” whieh left this port in 1745 for the Azores. The value
of her cargo (in which was also included * sixteen quarts of
rim for the master™), amounted to but £90. 4. 6.

CrAPTER II.

REVIVAL OF THE COMMERCE OF NEW HAVEN PREVIOUS TO
THE REVOLUTIONARY WAR.

With the fall of Quebee and the subsequent eession of Clan-
ada to Great Dritain, in 1763, the maritime interests of New
Haven may be said to have been suceessfully established ; and
g0 rapidly did the commerce inerease, that from almost nothing
in the deeade from 1740 to 1750, it had in the following ten
years grown so mueh, that from 1760 to 1770, some thirty ves-
sels annually left the port on foreign voyages, and during that
time commercial relations were initiated between New Iaven
and the West India Islands which, with but slight interruption,
have continuned till the present time. Trade was also main-
ained with Great Dritain, and in 1764 there arrived here from
the city of Dublin the brig Derby, of Derby, of forty tons,
bringing for a cargo twenty tons of coals, and thirty-eight
Irish servants. This is the first record of the arrival of Irish
emigrants in our town, and I think, of coals.

In the same year there sailed from New Iaven for the
island of Martinico, a diminuitive brigantine by name the

#In 1724, there were but 151 buildings in the town containing not

over 800 inhabitants. In 1748, the number of buildings had increased to
=23, and the inhabitants to about 1400,
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“Fortune.,” She waz owned and commanded by one who,
though at the time respected and trusted by his fellow-colo-
nists, was in a few years thereafter to be known to all Amer-
icans as the #raifor, Benedict Arnold. Iis name figures
extensively in the Custom House records of those days.
Adam Babeock and DBenedict Arnold were owners of no less
than three vessels which were known as sea-going ships.
They were sgeverally named the Fortune, of forty tons;
Charming Sally, of thirty tons; Three DBrothers, of twenty-
eight tons, Until the Revolution they were sailing to the
French and English islands of the West Indies.

Arnold’s store at one time stood near the corner of George
and Church streets, and subsequently in front of the *Arnold
House,” in Water street, where it is now to be seen.*

During the decade last named, New Iaven vessels were
occasionally sent to England and France, and the MeAulays
sent their diminutive schooners to Lisbon with wheat, in return
bringing back salt and wines.

In the country adjacent to New IHaven was raised in those
days immense quantities of flax. The fibre was used in the
domestic manufacture of linen, and the seed exported to
Europe. So large were the quantities produced in the neigh-
boring colony of New York, that in 1765 thirteen thousand
hogsheads of the seeds were shipped abroad.

In New IHaven the article was used as a medinm of exchange,
and appended to many advertisements in the “Journal™ was
the notice that *cash or flax seed is received in payment for
goods.”

Captain Peter Dontecon, in his barque * Hawke,” of forty-
seven tons, made many vovages to Cork, Ireland, having New
Haven flax seed for his cargoes. Many others did the same.
These vessels on their return stopped at some of the West
India islands, and after procuring another cargo, were headed
for New Haven.

This route home was what for nearly three centuries has

*Since the foregoing was written the building has been removed.
The house is still in good repair.

<
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been known as the Southern Passage, and which, till a com-
paratively recent date, was the course followed by ships from
Europe bound to the westward.

The relations of the eolonies at this time to England were of
such a nature as to assure most of the American I}E{}])le that
war would eventunally follow.

In 1765 the delegates from most of the colonies met in Con-
oress, at New York, issned a protest against the grievances
which they were compelled to endure, and prepared a declara-
tion of their rights.

Three j'e:lrs" later, agreements were made between many of
the leading merchants of New York, Boston, and other ports,
to import no British goods; and this in turn was followed by
stringent measures of the Dritish government.

The commencement of the Revolution, however, found the
commerce of New Haven in a more prosperous condition than
ever before,  Not only had the population of the town
inereased, but its wealth also, in a corresponding  degree.
Many new mercantile houses had been established, larger and
more costly vessels had taken the place of those in use a few
yvears previons, and it seemed as if the dreams of the early set-
tlers, “that New Haven was to become a chief seat of trade,”
were about to be realized.

In exports, amounting to a few hundred dollars in 1750, the
increase was so great, that in the year ending May 1st, 1774,
they amonnted to $142,000. Of the articles which contribu-
ted to make this value, there were 150,000 Ibs, of flax seed ;
15,000 bushels wheat ; 20,000 of rye ; 33,000 of Indian corn;
2,000 oxen, and 1,400 horses. The imports for the same
period were of nearly equal value, as indeed they had been for
the previous two vears.
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Cumarprer III.

THE COMMERCE OF NEW HAVEN DESTROYED BY THE REVOLU-
TIOIN.

The War of the Revolution put an almost, if not guite, com-
plete stoppage to our commerce. During its continuanee,
little or none was prosecuted from this port.  Occasionally
clearances were issned to some adventurous shipmasters who
sailed for the West Indies, hoping to elude the vigilance of the
British fleet and to enter some of the French islands,

During the latter part of December, 1776, the brig  Lib-
erty " sailed from our town, and by good fortune reached the
island of Martinique, where by the sale of her cargo a sum
almost fabulous was received by her master. Reaching New
Haven in safety, he reported his good news, which caused three
other vessels to be fitted out for a similar voyage. Dut all of
them were captured by an English frigate, and condemned.

Many of the vessels belonging to the town were taken up
the Quinnipiac and the East Haven rivers, and also up the
Honsatonie, where they were dismantled and “ laid up.”

In November, 1780, a vessel was loaded for a foreign port.
While she was lying at the Long Wharf, waiting an opportu-
nity to proceed to sea, a boat was sent in the night from a
British ship of war with a sufficient force to take this vessel to
the enemy.

The last years of the war (judging from the New IHaven
papers of the period) were years of great privation; and in
1779, President Stiles notified the students of Yale College,
“that on account of the great difficulty in procuring bread and
flour, the vacation would be extended a fortnight longer.”

Those of the citizens who felt that they could not go
without their eustomary “ 11 o'clock dram,” were notified by
the distillers, * Jacobs & Israel,” that * they were prepared to
turn all of their Corn Stall: Juice into Rum on shares or
otherwise.” That aceommodating firm also offered to ** distill
any cider which families might have on hand.”
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Many of the quaint and rudely fashioned articles of house-
hold use, which are now-a-days so eagerly seized and treasured
as relies of the exrlier Colonial days, were doubtless merely the
make-shifts which our good ancestors used till they should have
an opportunity to supply themselves again with imported
goods,

The termination of the Revolutionary War was a source of
the greatest joy in New Haven, and we read in Mr. Green’s
paper of May 1st, 1783, the following:

“Thursday last was observed as a day of festivity and rejoicing, in this
town, on receipt of indubitable testimony of the most important, grand,
and ever memorable event—the total cessation of hostilities between
Great Britain and these United States, and the full acknowledgment of
their sovereignty and independence. Accordingly, the day, with the
rising sun, was ushered in by the discharge of thirteen cannon, paraded
on the Green for that purpose, under elegant silk colors, with the Coat
of Arms of the United States most ingeniounsly represented thereon,
which was generously contributed upon the occasion by the ladies of
the town. At 9 o'clock in the forencon, the inhabitants met in the
Brick Meeting-House for divine service, where were convened a very
crowided assembly. The service was opened with an Anthem. Then a
very pertinent prayer, together with thanksgiving, was made by the
Rev. Dr. Stiles, President of Yale College ; after was sung some lines
purposely composed for the oceasion, by the singers of all the congrega-
tions, in concert. Then followed a very ingenious oration, spoken by
Mr. Elizur Goodrich, one of the Tutors of the College ; after which a
very liberal collection was made for the poor of the town, to elevate their
hearts for rejoicing. At 3 o'clock were discharged thirteen cannon,
at four twenty-one ditto, at five seven ditto, at six thirteen ditto. At
seven o'clock were displayed the fireworks, with rockets, serpents, &e.
At nine o'clock, a bonfire on the Green concluded the diversions of the
day. The whole affair was conducted with a decorum and decency un-
common for such occasions, without any unfortunate accident : a most
pacific disposition. and heart-felt joy, was universally conspicuous, and
most emphatically expressed by the features of every countenance,”
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CamarTER 1YV.

RESTORATION OF THE COMMERCE OF NEW HAVEN AFTER THE
WAR OF INDEPENDENCE.

At the eonclugion of the war, the ancient enterprise of New
Haven immediately evineed itself in the eagerness with which
the merchants and shipowners recommenced their commerce
with foreign conntries,

To the West Indian colonies, their vessels were dispatehed in
large numbers, and most weleome they were; for, during eight
tedions years those eolonies had been deprived of the food-
stuffs which Ameriea only was competent to supply in such
guantities that the price was rendered moderate to the con-
sumer,

Throughout the war, those islands which had during one
hmndred and fifty vears depended for their supplies of food
upon the American eolonies, were foreed to turn for the same
to Canada and Europe; but from those countries such small
guantities were received that the prices demanded for the same
placed all imported food beyond the reach of thousands, who,
to sustain life, were compelled to live upon the cheaper and
less nutritions cereals of the tropics. Now were to be seen
fleets of Ameriean vessels holding their course to the numerous
islands of the Caribbean, laden with cargoes aceeptable to the
islands, and which, when sold, hrought rich rewards to their enter-
prising owners. At that period, our whole country, owing to the
fact that our prineipal ports had been in the possession of the
British during the war, was entirely destitute of all imported
articles ; and when once again commerce was permitted to resume
its wonted eourse, it found a ready market to receive all of its im-
portations, as well as a foreign demand for the surplus production
of the country. The decade from 1783 to 1793 was a favorable
one for the commerce of the town. The arrivals and departures
of vessels for foreign ports during that period averaged seventy
annually. The population of the place had gradually inereased
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till in 1787 the city contained 3,820 souls, and there were regis-
tered in the district 7,250 tons of shipping. Many new houses
for the prosecution of foreign trade were organized, and many
vessels were vearly built at the three shipyards of the town ;
and, for the first time in its history, the city was able to hoast
of a full rigged ship of one hundred tons, the * Philadelphia ™
by name ; and so important had the eommereial interests of
the town become that a bank was found to be a necessity. Ae-
cordingly, in 1792, the New Haven Dank, with a capital of
80,000 dollars, was incorporated. Soon after the New Haven
Marine Insurance Company was chartered, with a eapital of
20,000 dollars; and but a little later the New Haven Chamber
of Commeree, with Mr. Elias Shipman, president, and William
Powell, seeretary, was holding its weekly sessions in Ebenezer
Parmalee’s *front room on the first floor.,” for the use of
which the Chamber voted to pay Mr. Parmalee eight shillings
each night, he to furnish good candle light and good fire.

In 1790 the increase of comnnerce required more wharf
accommodation for the ships which were yearly inereasing in
size and number, and at a meeting of the directors, it was
resolved to petition the General Assembly to authorize * the set-
ting up of a Lottery to raise £3,000, the money, if received, to
be used in repairing and extending the wharf ;” and it was also
resolved by the directors (who probably saw prospective divi-
dends resulting from the first resolution) to instruet Mr. Ly-
man, the taverner, “to increase hereafter at their meetings the
guantity of his sling and toddy.”
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CHAPTER V.

THE COMMERCE OF NEW HAVEN WITH BARBADOS,

During the decade before named, there was a restoration of
our commereial intercourse with the ancient colony of Darba-
dos, whieh merits more than a passing notice ; for with that
old Dominion of the Antilles, has New Ilaven heen commer-
cially connected since the days of Stephen Goodyeare and
[saacke Allerton ; and as early as 1622, ships were sailing he-
tween this island and Plymonth.

Barbados, or “the Berbadoes,” as it was fondly ealled in
the days of the Stuarts, lies in 13° 4" north latitude and 59° 37’
west longitude, is sixty miles in eircumference, and contains
one hundred and sixty square miles,

The Portugnese Admiral Don Alvarez Cabral disecovered the
island in 1501, while on his passage from Drazil to Lishon.
e took no interest in it, however, beyond erecting a cross
upon it and claiming it in the name of his sovereign; nor does
it appear that Emmanuel, King of Portugal, ever deigned to
notice the discovery of the future garden of the Antilles,

Not until 1603, more than a ecentury afterwards, and the
year previons to the settlement of Virginia, was any attempt
made to colonize the island. At that date, the * Olive Blos-
gom,” a ship owned by a London merchant, Sir Olive Leigh by
name, and commanded by a veteran English seaman, John Cat-
iline, was fitted out and set sail from Woolwich, England, for
“the Berbadoes,” on the 18th April, 1605,

A colony embarked in this ship, under the patronage and at
the cost of Sir Olive, and in due time reached the island. It
made, however, but a short stay, and then went further south
to Guiana, the fame whereof, throngh Sir Walter Raleigh’s
romantic reports, had filled all England. :

The island was to remain unpeopled for nineteen years
longer, and it continued unnoticed by the English shipmasters
who were then beginuing to frequent the Caribbean,
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In 1624 a Duteh ship, having experienced a severe tempest
a short distanee south of the island, tonched there for water,
and also to repair the damage she had sustained.

The Dutel captain was so well pleased with the place, that
when he reached Amsterdamn he made very favorable reports
of it and endeavored to persnade a Duteh Company to colonize
it. Not succeeding in his project, he communieated his intel-
ligence to Sir William Courteen, the * Great and Princely Mer-
chant of London,” who was in Amsterdam at the time.

Sir William was born in the Netherlands during the perse-
cutions inflicted by the Duke of Alva, but he escaped at an
early age to London and engaged in the mannfacture of French
hoods.  This proved so luerative that he and hLis family were
induced to interest themselves in the silk and linen trade, by
which they made themselves so rich that, in the year 1631, the
profits of their vast transactions brought them the sum of
£150,000 ; and =0 respected was Sir William, that he was
kuighted by James * for his merit.”

The family of Courteen, of which Sir William was the head,
had at one time a elaim of £200,000 against King James and
Prince Clarles.

The ships of Courteen were among the first to cross the
Atlantic to America. IHe had also many more sailing to
China.

A very interesting fact in respeet to the Conrteen family is,
that the immense colleetions of Sir William’s nephew were be-
gueathed to Sir Hans Sloane and formed the nucleus of the

dritish Musenm.

On receiving so favorable report from the Duteh captain,
Sir William at onee resolved to establish a factory in the island
and found a colony ; and this determination was made decisive
when he returned to London by meeting one of his own ghip-
masters who, on his passage from Guiana, had visited the
island and who confirmed the glowing reports which Courteen
had learned in Holland.

In the winter of the same year, under the powerful patron-
age of the Duke of Marlborough, Sir William dispatehed two
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of his ships from the city of London for *“the Berbadoes.”
They were supplied, we are told, “righte well and bountifullie
by the mighty Sir William with all things needfull for a new
Plantation.”

One only of the ships, the * William and John,” reached the
island. The other was separated from her consort during a
violent gale, and doubtless perished with all of her company.
She was never more heard of.

The colonists numbered but forty Englishmen and eight
negroes,  After protracted religious serviees on board the ship,
which was anchored in the bay, they landed, and after a second
religions serviee, cast their lots for a governor.

The choice was one Mr. Will. Arnold, who had been the
first to land, having jumped from the landing boat and waded
to the shore, and from that period till to-day, the island, sus-
tained by the strong, protecting arm of Kngland, has in the
highest degree enjoved all- the blessings of constitutional lib-
erty ; has ever been a model of industry and good order; is
the only spot in the New World which, since its settlement,
has had the Dritish ensign waving over it without any infer-
ruption even of an hour; is the only island in the DBritish West
Indies which has inereased in wealth and population nnassisted
by governmental aid, since the emanecipation; and its loyalty
and devotion to the DBritish Crawn is not exceeded by any
county in old England itself. .

The L‘:,ll'l"![‘ colonists of Darbados were in a great degree
C'hureh of England men, and staunch Royalists; yet, as Old-
mixon (uaintly puts it, *“ Some there were of the Party ealled

toundheads or Parliamentarians. However, both sides lived
amicably, and by arrangement among themselves they agreed
that whoever should even so mueh as name the words Cavalier
or Roundhead should entertain all of s friends at his own
Lonse.®

# S0 loyal were the islanders to the Crown that during the earlier
years of the civil war, the Parliament forbade all trade with the island
on account of its people continuing to acknowledge the anthority of the

king. When Charles II. came to the throne, one of his first acts was to
create thirteen of the islanders Baronets,

b
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How well they entertained on the island at that date, let
Richard Ligon tell.

And who was Richard Ligon? A zealons Royalist, a de-
voted churchman, and a lover of his king, he was obliged to
quit London in 1649 ; and taking his passage on the ship
“ Achilles,” he reached, after a tedious and eventful voyage,
the island of DBarbados. There he resided for two years, dur-
ing which time he was a careful observer of men and of things
in the opulent eolony we are considering. On his refurn to
London, he was thrown into Upper Bench Prison, where he
remained for several vears. In the prison he wrote his * Iis-
tory of Barbados,” which he dedicated to his good friend and
patron, Dr. Brian Duppa, Lord Bishop of Salisbury, that firm
and loval friend of King Charles L.

To Mr. Ligon we are indebted for the earliest history of a
British West Indian Island ; and, save a little romaneing so com-
mon to the ancient historians, it is doubtless a faithful and true
account of the island in the seventeenth century; and it has
preserved much valuable information which otherwise must
have heen irremediably lost.

In one of Ligon’s letters to the Lord Bighop, he informs his
lordship that to impress himavith some idea of the © prodigality
and lavishness of the style of living then prevalent in Barba-
dos,” he will truly deseribe to him a dinner which he had
attended at one of the island plantations shortly before his let-
ter was written,

The years in which Mr. Ligon witnessed such evidences of
wealth in the island were to our New Haven colony years of
ereat privation and distress; and, as before stated, were those
in which the abandonment of the colony was earnestly consid-
ered. The Barbados colony, on the contrary, was in the full
tide of its prosperity. To the little company that had landed
from the “William and Jolin,” in 1625, the inerease had been so
great from immigration, that the population in 1650 amounted
to 56,000 souls; and sugar-making had become so profitable
that an estate of five hundred acres well stocked with servants,
slaves, horses, camels, cattle and asses, was worth £14,000, or
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nearly eme half of the aggregate estates of the New Iaven col-
onists in 1642, at which time the “grand list™ was made, be-
fore disaster had overtaken them,

Mr. Ligon was invited to dine at the house of a famous Roy-
alist, Colomel Drax, at his plantation, “ Drax Iall™ (which is
to-day in the highest state of cultivation), and to show the eon-
trast between the two colonies in regard to affluence and wealth,
as well as the style of living, is the reason for giving the menu
of the feast which gladdened old Ligon’s eyes in 1649 ; and I
am quite sure that Shakespeare had no sueh dinner in view
when he made Prince Henry say of Falstaff’s tavern bill :

“ 0, monstrous ! but one half-pennyworth of bread to this intolerable
deal of sack!"

“ FIRST.

A Rompe boyl'd, a Chine roasted, a large piece of the brest roasted, the
Cheeks bak'd, of which is a dish to either messe, the tongue and part of
the tripes mine’t for Pyes, season’d with sweet Herbs finely minc't, suet,
Spice and Currans ; the legges, pallets and other ingredients for an Olio
Podrido to either messe, a dish of Marrow bones, so here are 14 dishes at
the Table and all of beef : and this he intends as the great Regalio, to
which he invites his fellow planters: who having well eaten of it, the
dishes are {aken away, and another Course brought in, which is a
Potato pudding, a dish of Scots Collips of a legge of Porke, as good as
any in the world, a fricacy of the same, a dish of bovl'd Chickens, a
shoulder of a young Goate drest with his bloud and tyme, a Kid with a
pudding in his belly, a sucking pig, which is there the fattest whitest
& sweetest in the world, with the pognant sance of the brains, galt, sage,
and Nutmeg done with Claret wine, a shoulder of mutton which is
there a rare dish, a Pasty of the side of a young Goate, and a side of a
fat young Shot upon it, well season’d with Pepper and salt, and with
some Nutmeg, a lovne of Veale, to which there wants no sauce being so
well furnisht with Oranges, Lymons, and Lymes, three voung Turkies
in a dish, two Capons, of which sort 1 have seen some extreame large
and very fat, two henns with egges in a dish. four Ducklings, eight Tur-
tle doves, and three Rabbets: and for cold bak't meats, two Muscovie
Ducks larded, and season’d well with pepper and salt : and these being
taken off the Table, another course is set on, and that is of Westphalia
or Spanish bacon, dried Neats Tongues, Botargo, pickled Oysters, Ca-
viare, Anchoves, Olives, and (intermixt with these) Custards, Creams,
some alone, some with preserves of Piantines, Bonano, Gnavers, put in.
and those preserv'd alone by themselves, Cheese-cakes, Puffes, which
are to be made with English flower, and bread : for the Cassavie will not
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gerve for this kind of Cookerie ; sometimes Tansies, sometimes Froizes,
or Amulets, and for fruite. Plantines, Bonanoes., Gnavers, Milions,
prickled Peare, Anchove Peare, prickled Apple, Custard Apple, water
Milions, and Pines worth all that went before. To this meat you sel-
dome faile of this drink, Mobbie, Beveridge, Brandy, kill-Divell, Drink of
the Plantine, Claret wine, White wine, and Renish wine, Sherry,
Canary, Red sack. wine of Fiall, with all Spirits that come from Eng-
land ; and with all this, you shall finde as cheerfull a look, and as hearty
a welcome, as any man can give to his best friends. And so much for a
Feast of an inland Plantation,™

Nor is the foregoing an extravagant account. Oldmixon,
anthor of *the British Empire in Ameriea,” who was a sojourn-
er on the Island in 1700, tells us of the “rich equipages, fine
liveries, and the magnificent chairs, chaises, and traveling con-
veniences: of the splendid hospitality of the Gentlemen; of
the genteel, polite behaviour of the Ladies, most of whom are
bred in London.”

In 1751 George Washington, who aecompanied his invalid
brother Lawrence to DBarbados, was equally impressed with
the evidences of wealth and eulture which he witnessed there.
In his Journal he was partienlar to deseribe a dinner which he
had attended at Judge Maynard’s, and which was given by
“the Beef-steak and Tripe Club.”

Washington, after a pleasant sojonrn in the Island, sailed
for Virginia on the brig * Industry,” December 22, 1751.

The first commereial products of the Island were woods of
various kinds, tobacco, ginger, indigo, and cotton ; and of these
articles, large guantities were sent to London and Dristol; so
large, that when Ligon arrived in 1647, he found in the Bay
twenty-four London ships loading and discharging their cargoes,
notwithstanding the fact that there prevailed a violent plague
at the time, “so great that the living were searce able to bury
their dead.”

Not until 1640, fifteen years after the settlement in 1625,
were the colonists aware of the wonderful adaptability of the
goil for the production of the sugar-cane, and then it was only
by accident that they learned it.

As early as 1140 the sugar-cane was imported into Sicily from
Tripoli. Sicilian ships carried it to Madeira.soon after its set-
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tlement in 1344, and thence it wasz carried by the Portugnese
colonists to Brazil, from which country it was eventually taken
in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries to the cane-growing
islands of the West Indies.

In 1640, a Dutch ship on her voyage to Holland from Ter-
nanbock, now Pernambueco, touched at Barbados and landed
some sugar-canes, which were no soomer planted than they
began to grow “marvellonsly well.” They speedily attained a
wondertully great height, and were so well filled with saceha-
rine substances, that the planters, in great haste, sent to Brazil
for more. From that time the cane las been eultivated with
such success, that it has been the great staple of produetion in
that long chain of islands which streteh from DBritish Guiana
to the Gulf of Mexico.

The eolonists of Barbados indeed urged the growth of the
cane and the production of sngar with such eagerness, that in-
stead of a few hundred tons sent to London in 1643, it had in
1690, inereased to such magnitude, that one hundred large
ships were required to take the erop to England; in 1720, the
production was 23,800 tons; in 1784, while the Island was
still suffering from the effects of the great hurricanes of 1780,
the exports of sugar, rum, cotton, and fustie amounted in valne
to £540,000 sterling ; in 1792, but eight years later, the value of
the erop was exactly double that of 1784, amonnting to 19,580
tons of sugar, 5,100 hogsheads of rum, 3,100 harrels of ginger,
and 1,200,000 pounds of eotton, and it required 243 chips to
take these rich produets to London.

Sir Richard HE]In.ﬁllhlll‘gh. after the most careful obzervation,
reports the population of the Island in 1840 to equal 734 souls
to every square mile, and in eomparison cites the most popu-
lous distriet in Europe, the Dukedom of Lueea, which eontains
401 persons to the sqnare mile. Delgium has 321; Ireland,
251 ; Franee, 167; and England and Wales, 275.

In this island, African slavery was seen for two centuries in
its most hidcous aspeet; and from 1630 to 1825, it was, with
Jamaica, the great slave mart of Ameriea.

The constitution of the white man was not well able to labor
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under the burning sun of the Tropies; and had the produetion
of the soil depended upon the labor of Europeans, Barbados
would not have ocenpied the high station which sghe has held
during the last one hundred years,

The earliest settlers, especially those who first essayed the
cultivation of the cane, were o eager to obtain laborers, that
no means were unused for this purpose; and it is worthy of
note, that during the year when Isaac Allerton was in London
endeavoring to facilitate the removal of the Leyden chureh to
New Plymouth, there was in that city an agent from Barba-
dos secking some way by which more negroes could be for-
warded from Afriea to the Colony, in order to increase the
growth of cotton. So early as 1631, an “ African Company ”
(of whieh no less a personage than Sir Kenelm Dighy was a
director) was organized to supply the DBritish eolonies in the
West Indies with negro slaves; and in 1670, the Royal African
Company—among whose subseribers were the King and the
Duke of York—with a capital of £110,000 sterling, was hard
at work, with a large fleet of ships, erowding the negroes into
the West Indian Islands.

Upon the aceession of William and Mary, the African slave
trade was thrown open to all of their Majesties” subjects who
might wish to engage in it; and, thereafter, the traffie, with
all its distressing eoncomitants, was maintained and continued
until the British Government, no longer able to endure it,
finally in 1807 abolished and prohibited it.

At so carly a date as 1650, there were in that diminutive
[sland 30,000 negro slaves; 41,000 in 16703 and nearly 47,000
in 1685, At this period, it required the importation of 3,680
annually “to keep up the stock;” and 60,000 tons of shipping
were required to carry away the result of their labor.

During the ten years including 1698 to 1707, there were im-
ported from Africa 35,000 slaves. The arrival of them was so
unceasing, that the price of an able-bodied man was less than
£20 sterling. The number continued to inerease thereafter, so
that when Washington visited the Island in 1751, there were
70,000 ; and these were not the highest ficures: for in 1833, it
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was found by a most careful ennmeration, that there were
82,380 men, women, and children held in bondage ; and on the
first of August, 1834 (to use the words of Sir Robert Schom-
bourck), “the sun rose upon 34,000 free human beings who
the day before were in a state of slavery.”

In early days, the island enjoved the reputation of being a
place where labor of any deseription would readily find pur-
chasers, and thither went those who had labor to dispose of.
When the Duteh captured Maranham from the Portuguese in
1643, the prisoners, numbering nearly one hundred, were sent
by the Duteh General to *the Berbadoes™ for sale; and abont
the same period, two English buceaneers took to the Island two
hundred young FFrenchmen whom they sold for 900 pounds of
cotton each.

Cromwell sent to Barbados many thousands of the Seots and
the Irish whom he captored in the civil wars. When he re-
ceived his * Crowning Merey” at Woreester, he sent over seven
thousand unfortunate Scots to the West Indies.  Most of these
were landed at Jamaiea and Barbados.

Many of the Irish taken at the ziege of Drogheda were sent
to the island, and so mueh of this business was done by the
Protector, that Carlyle, in * Cromwell's Letters,” quoting from
Thurloe, says: e can take your estate :—is there not proof
enongh to take your head, if he pleases? Ile dislikes shedding
blood ; but is very apt to * barbadoes’ an unruly man—Dhas sent
and sends us by hundreds to Barbadoes, so that we have
made an active verb of it—* barbadoes you. Safest to let this
Protector alone !”

Jeffreys, while on his * Campaign in the West,” gsent hundreds
of his poor vietims to the DBarbados; and numbers of honest
young Somerset yeomen, who had followed the unfortunate
I_}uke; were doomzd to toil under the fierce tropical sun.

Indeed, these poor Englishmen were so hardly used, that ont
of 7,235 white slaves who were in 1683 on the island, 2,330
only were living in 16983,

“To the Barbados with them!” appears to have heen an
equally favorite maxim with both Oliver and Jeffreys,
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It was the severe usage of the slaves in that island and in
Jamaica, that, in 1780, prompted Cowper to write his plaintive
= Negro's Complaint,” and his * Pity for poor Africans;” and
in 1807, it caused the formation of * the African Institution,”
among the members whereot were Wilberforee, Clarkson, Bux-
ton, Brongham, Macaulay, and others, whose names deserve
well of their race in the centuries vet to come.

[n 1823, Sir Thomas Fowell Buxton bronght forward in the
Honse of Commons his famons resolution ** to abolish slavery
thronghout the Dritish dominions,” declaring it to be repug-
nant to the prineiples of the DBritish constitution and of the
C'hristian religion. Though the resolution was not literally
adopted, it was practically so, in a supplemental resolution
offered by Mr., Canning.,

The bitter contest between the supporters and the opponents
of the Emancipation Bill has long sinee become a matter of
English history.  After ten years of ineessant labor by the
triends of emancipation, they were rewarded by the passage of
the Aet which forever ahbolished slavery in the British empire.

It was eminently proper too, that the descendants of the
men who, in 1562, encouraged Sir John IHawkins to introduce
negro slaves into Hispanola, should be the ones, nearly three
centurices :1ffl.’1'\.\.‘;1ri'|t=i to doom the trade to Ullltlllll_\'.

Mr. Wilberforce lived long enough to know that the bill
would pass, and was told that it had been read for the second
time, and died with the full assurance that the grand effort of
his life would soon be snecessful.

The splendid statue in Westminster Abbey is not so noble a
monument to his memory as is the gratitnde enshrined in the
hearts of one million dusky sons of toil dwelling and laboring
as free men beneath the equator.* |

*In a house in this place (Grosvenor Square) on July 29, 1833, died
William Wilberforee, the eminent philanthropist, many vears M. P. for
Yorkshire, who is best known for his devotion to the abolition of the
slave-trade. There is something peculiarly touching in the fact that
Wilberforce died—feliv opportunitate mortis—just as the abolition of

the slave-trade was in the act of being carried through Parliament. and
the last fetters struck from the slave’s hands and feet. His funeral took
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In the vanlts of the little parish chureh of Saint John, situ-
ated in the most romantic spot, perhaps, in the Dritish West
Indies, repose the mortal parts of Ferdinando Paleologus, the
last of that great family of the Paleologi who, for so many cen-
turies, upheld the eross in Constantinople ; and when, at last
yielding to the crescent, they became fugitives and were scat-
tered throughout Europe, this solitary island was chosen’ by
Ferdinando as his home. After living in the place many years
as a planter, he died on the third of October, 1698,

Many vears before the heroism and valor of Lord Nelson
were commemorated by the ereetion of those noble monuments
which stand in Sackville street, on Calton I1ill, in the Court of
the Merchants’ Exchange at Liverpool, and also hefore the
great Column rose in Trafalgar Square, there was raised in that
far away colony, an enduring statue of the admiral in bronze.
Of heroie size, in the full nniform of a DBritish Admiral, it
stands with the hand pointing to those waters which, for years,
he so gallantly and faithfully guarded, and which were the
seene of his early exploits and the witness of his patriotism and
courage.

With this colony, whose history I have so rapidly and imper-
fectly given, New Ilaven, as hefore mentioned, has exchanged
commodities for two hundred and fifty years ; and in commenr-
cial relations with the Island were most of the pioneers of onr
colony, and not the least interested was Governor Theophilus

Eaton.

place on the 3d of August. in Westminster Abbey. On that day his
friend’s son, Thomas Babington Macaunlay, wrote : * We have laid him
side by side with Canning, at the feet of Pitt, and within two steps of
Fox and Grattan. He died with the promised land full in view."
Walford's Old and New London.
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CaapTER VI

THE COMMERCE OF NEW HAVEN DAMAGED BY THE WALR OF
THE FRENCH REVOLUTIOXN.

At no time in the commereial history of New IHaven had
the future seemed so auspicions as in 1793, when this place
began to feel the baneful effects of the wars of the French
Revolution.

Fully two-thirds of the commerce of this port was with the
islands of the West Indies, and their waters were soon filled
with the war vessels of the contending powers.

The depredations committed by the French men-of-war, pri-
vateers and letters of marque eansed great loss to American
shipowners in general, and particularly to those owning New
Haven vessels. From these seiznres and confiseations arose
those interests which have, for over three<quarters of a century,
been known as *“the French Spoliation Claims,” and which in
all probability will ever remain little else than ** claims.™

After a long series of spoliation npon our commerce by the
French vessels of war, a elaim for damage was made by our
government. A counter elaim was made by the French, who
accused us of disregarding the terms of the alliance made
between the two nations.  To have kept the treaty would have
involved us in a war with Great Dritain, and this course of
action President Washington strenuonsly opposed.

Finally a settlement was reached by an “offset.” France
agreed to give up the obligation of the treaty, and the Govern-
ment of the United States promized to settle with those of its
citizens who had suffered from French spoliation.

From that time to the present, no reimbursement to such
citizens has ever taken place; and it must go down through
all future history, as a “most shameful neglect of a sacred
obligation.”

During the wars which began in 1793, the great number of
French and British eruisers which were to be seen in the West
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Indian seas made navigation in that quarter, az before re-
marked, a most perilous undertaking for ships owned by eiti-
zens of nentral nations, and more especially so for those vessels
which sailed under the American flag. Our ensign, at that
period, did not elicit a tithe of the respect which is now ex-
tended to it wherever it is seen.

Throngh all the years in which the commerce of the world
was disturbed and deranged by the fierce confliets of the mighty
powers of Enrope, no country, except those directly engaged
in war, suffered so severely in its commerce as did the United
States; and no eity of this eountry, in proportion to the capital
invested in foreign trade, suffered more inconvenience or met
with heavier pecuniary losses than did New IHaven. This was
due to the faet, that almost the entire foreign commerce of the
port was with the islands of the Caribbean, and nine-tenths of
that commerce was with the colonies of the contending powers,
L'pon the slightest suspicion that an American vessel contained
either English or French property, her seizure was inevitable ;
and for adjudication she was sent into ports belonging to the
belligerents.  Within a few months after the ontbreak of hos-
tilities, a large number of vessels owned in New Haven had
been seized, condemmned, and sold by the two powers. In
April, 1794, there were lying in the harbors of Antigna, Saint
Christopher, and Barbados one hundred and fifty-two American
vessels awaiting the decision of the Dritish Courts of Admiralty;
and of that number eleven were owned in the New Haven dis-
trict. In the harbors of Martinique and Guadaloupe, there
were, at the same period, one hundred and two American ves-
sels awaiting the decision of the rench Marine Court, and in-
eluded in the list were eight New Haven brigantines. The in-
terpretation of seizure was generally confiseation, and few
American merchants, after learning of the eapture of their ves-
sels, had the hope of ever again beholding them.

To the many sufferers from English seizures, donbtless some
satisfaction was offered by the knowledge that in December,
1794, there were =0 many captured ships belonging to Great
Britain lying in the harbor of Drest, that a gentleman of our
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city, writing from that place, observed that he *fancied
himself on the banks of the Thames, so numerous were the
captured Dritish ships, and rich Indiamen by scores.”

Grreat indignation, as well as sorrow, was observed in New
Haven in May, 1794, when a small vessel arriving from the
West Indies bronght intelligence of the seizure of six brigs
owned in the town. These unfortunate erafts, by name the
Cygnet, Sally, William, Neutrality, James, and Anna, were
filled with cargoes representing a very large value, and bound
for English ports in the West Indies.  They had nearly reached
their respective destinations when they fell into the hands of
the French and were sent into Guadalonpe for trial ; and so
effectually were they tried that one only was released. All the
others were condemned and sold. The pecuniary loss which
the New IHaven commerce snffered by the seizure of these six
vessels amounted in value to 893,000,

The British and Freneh ernizsers in the Atlantie were so nu-
merons, that it was by no means an infrequent ocenrrence that
a neutral ship was hoarded by officers attached to these vessels
several times during the passage to and from ports in the Car-
ibbean. Sueh was the experience of the brig “Anne,” of New
Haven. On her passage home from the Danish island of Santa
Cruz, she was five times boarded by boats from eruisers, twice
from those belonging to France, and thriee by those of Great
Britain.  An officer of one of the Freneh hoats ordered his
men to earry off nearly everything eatable on board of the New
ITaven vessel. When the captain enquired what he and his
people were to do for food, he was told by the French officer
to “eat pine shavings,” and was also informed that this juicy
and nutritions diet *was proper food for Yankees.” Fortun-
ately for the vessel, she was from a neutral port and afforded
no pretext for seizure,

Not so fortunate, however, was that veteran shipmaster and
shipowner, Captain Gad Peck, who was eaptured no less than
three times while commanding as many different vessels. His
last capture is well worthy of a brief deseription, and presents
one of the most interesting adventures in the experience of a
New Haven shipmaster.
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The ship © Mohawk,” built in 1793 at the Olive street ship-
vard, was mainly owned by several New ITaven merchants,
and eommanded by Captain Peck, who owned one quarter of
her. Soon after the intellicence was received of the capture
of Martinique by the DBritish, the owners of the * Mohawk”
loaded her with flour, and under the command of ("apt. Peck,
she was headed for the island before named. She Lad well
nigh made the passage when a large and heavily armed French
privateer came in sight, gave chase, and eaptured the * Mo-
hawk.” A prize erew of a lieutenant and twelve seamen were
placed on board ; and the New IHaven men felt great fear and
anxiety when they learned the next morning that the privateer
which had captured them, was owned and sailed in the interest
of Vietor Hugues, Governor of Guadeloupe.

That wreteh, whose memory is almost daily enrsed through-
out the English islands, was born in the north of France, of
most obseure parents, and was apprenticed in his boyhood to a
hairdresser ; and in the ocenpation to which he was thus trained
he emigrated to Guadeloupe.  On reaching the island he gave
up his shears and beeame an innkeeper.  Not succeeding in his
new pursuit, he beeame the master of a small trading vessel
and thereafter received a lieutenant’s commission in the Re-
publican Navy of France. Ile was in Paris when the Reign of
Terror began, and forthwith attached himself to the Robes-
pierre faction, and throngh the influence of the latter he was
made a member of the National Assembly. A few weeks later
Robespierre appointed him Commissioner of the Republie at
the splendid island of Guadeloupe, giving him the controlling
power over the entire Army and Navy in that quarter.  Of all
who were engaged in the I'rench Revolution, no one proved
himself more worthy of his great patron and exemplar than
Vietor Hugnes. [Ile was a savage, remorseless and bloody as
tobespierre himself.

The first act of Hueues, on landing at the island as Commis-
sioner, was to order the remains of the honored Major General
Dundas (who, while leading the Dritish troops the year previ-
ous, had been killed and interred in the fort by the honorable
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predecessor of ngues) to be dug up and thrown into the little
creek which flows throngh the town. The same day he visited
the little hamlet of Petit Bourg, where lay one hundred sick and
wounded British seamen and soldiers. When he appeared, a
committee of the prisoners met him and requested to be allowed
to enter the hospital. Promising to consider their appeal, he
ordered a eompany of French soldiers to proceed to the village
and slanghter every one of the hundred prisoners. The order
Wis '[hnl'.l.m{_{'-lll_\' obeyed. Only one prisoner, Col. Drummond,
was spared ; and he was driven from a sick bed to work, like
the meanest laborer, on the docks; and to add indignity to
hardship and eruelty, he was compelled to wear the garh usunally
worn by condemned eriminals.® :

With the knowledge of these acts of Hugues, it is no wonder
that Captain Peck and his company dreaded to meet the Com-
mis=ioner and answer the i'lt'.ll'gl.' of Hll]l]ﬂ_‘l.'illg the enemies of
France with provisions,

The prize erew, when put on board the * Mohawk,” were
ordered to carry her into Guadeloupe, about five days’ sail
from the place of her capture.  The night after the seizure of
the ship, Captain Peck cleverly managed to converse with each
of his erew, and it was arranged, that the next evening they
would retake their vessel or lose their lives in the effort. At
8 o'clock the following night, soon after the French watch had
been sent below, Captain Peck, who had been conversing, as
well as he was able, with the Frenchman in command, said:
“I think, (or probably I guess), I'll go below and turn in.”
The French lientenant bade him a courteons “good night,”
and into the eabin went the quondam Captain of the ship.
Knocking down the sentry who was stationed inside of the
doors, and  grasping a broad-sword belonging to the officer, e

*When Benedict Arnold visited Guadeloupe, in 1794, to endeavor to
collect some debts due him, Hugues and his General, Fremont, learning
that Arnold had a large sum of money in his possession, decided that he
should be guillotined, and the headsman was so ordered. But Arnold
became apprised of the order, and contrived in the night to barrel up his

effects and throw them into the sea, and to escape himself upon a raft.
He was picked up by the Boyne frigate the next morning.
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gave the signal agreed npon between himself and erew, rushed
upon deck, and seized the Prize Master, who saw over his head
his own sword in the hand of a desperate man, and so yielded
at once. Meanwhile the crew had overpowered the six men
composing the Irench watch, as well as secured the hatches to
prevent the other six from coming on deck; and in less time
than we have consumed in narrating the story, the “ Mohawk”
was again under the command of her original master. The
voyage to Martinigue was abandoned, and with her starboard
tacks aboard, the ship was headed for Saint Eunstatius, which
island was reached the fifth day after the re-capture.

The news of Capt. Peck’s courage and achievements soon
reached America, and gained for him mueh renown; and
when he finally bronght his fine ship in safety back to onr port
and' gave to his fellow townsmen a true acconnt of the adven-
ture, their admiration of him was so great that they honored
him in the old Anglo-Saxon style by a * public dinner.”

A few weeks after his arrival at home, he again sailed in the
* Mohawk™ for a French island, but was captured by a Dritish
frigate (on suspicion of his having on board French property),
and sent into Tortola where an Admiralty Court was oceasion-
ally held. The cargo was confiscated, but the ship was re-
leased. It was said that the release was owing to the fact, that
the master had * a friend at Court.”

As before intimated, the presence of so many vessels of war
carrying the ensigns of the contending powers in the West
India waters made the frequenting of those seas far too hazard-
ous a business for American vessels to proseeute ; and it was
evident, that to sustain a commereial interconrse with the West
Indian islands a neutral port was a necessity—a port where
Ameriean vessels could in safety discharge their cargoes and
themselves be safe from capture.

“If thine enemy hunger, feed him” is a maxim quite as pol-
itic as it is Christian. America certainly did her share toward
feeding the great armies and navies which were near her from
1794 to 1797 and again from 1799 to 1815—whether entirely
from the latter motive is hardly doubtful.
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The demand throughout the West Indies for American cere-
als, great in times of peace, became in those years of war enor-
mous, from the faet that the body of consumers was vastly in-
ereased by the accession of the navies and armies of European
Powers. The supplying of so great a population with food
conld be done by Ameriea more easily and cheaply than by any
other country.

Over 50,000 soldiers were stationed in the Dritish islands for
many years, and full as many in the IFrench eolonies. During
the military and naval operations of the English against Saint
Domingo from 1794 to 1798, not fewer than 20,000 Dritish
soldiers were buried, nine tenths of whom were vietims of the
climate,

At different times during the war, Jarvis, lood, Saint Vin-
cent, Cochrane (those famous hunters of Frenchmen), were
with their fleets pursuing their enemy throngh the nooks and
hiding places of the West India waters,

Nelson was in that quarter four months only previous to his
death at Trafalgar, with his famous squadron of seventy-fours.
The flag ship of that squadron, the * Vietory,” of one hundred
guns, is still to be seen at Portsmouth, and no man with Anglo-
Saxon blood in his veins can visit her without almost involun-
tarily raising his hat as he erosses her bulwarks and steps upon
the deck where Lord Nelson received his fatal wound.

But thé French in those days did not fall far behind their
opponents either in the number of ships or of men. Ville-
neuve was at the time in Martinigue with a splendid fleet of
forty-five men of war.  Most of these carried eighty guns each.
They were manned with 12,000 French soldiers, ‘ﬂ.']]l’_l..‘ in addi-
tion to the seamen, accompanied the fleet wherever it might be
ordered.

Criising in those waters also was the veteran French Admiral
Missiesay with his flying squadron of ten 50-gun frigates and
5,000 troops, the latter under the connnand of Count La(h‘ange.

To the United States these great nmmbers of men looked for
the supply of breadstutfs; and to obtain the high prices which
were paid in the Islands, hundreds of American vessels bent
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their course thither, willingly running all risks of capture and
confiscation,

Into Jamaica, during the years of 1800 and 1801, there were
imported, for the use of the troops only, American provisions
of the value of £105,881; and for the use of the navy, provis-
ions amounting in value to £115,692, This sum, however, fell
materially behind that which arose fromn the purchase of Amer-
ican provisions for the army and navy at the headquarters of
the Windward Islands in Barbados. At that place, the impor-
tations from Ameriea were almost fabulous in value.

In the furnishing of supplies for the uses before mentioned,
the New Haven vessels enjoyed their share, and during the few
first years of the war, the exportations from our port were of a
very extensive character; and notwithstanding the heavy losses
which seiznre had inflicted on the commeree of our town, we
find that in 1800 there were registered in the district upwards
of 11,000 tons of shipping. This proves that there must have
been eonstant building of ships to replace those which had been
captured.

There seems to have been at the commencement of this
cenfury many importations from Enropean ports; and, for the
days of which we are speaking, very valuable ones. From
Marseilles came several New Haven vessels with eargoes of
wine and brandy. From Bordeanx, shiploads of rich French
goods, one vessel, the ** Esther,” bringing to our port a cargo of
claret wine and silks upon which was paid a duty of nearly
59,000, From Cadiz were hrought several cargoes of wines,
oil, opinm, ete. IFrom London came ships laden with the
myriads of articles of Dritish manufacture ; and it may he
said, that our city imported at that time nearly every thing
required dvrect from Europe. During the vears 1800, °1, 2,
and '3, a very gratifying increase is witnessed in exports and
imports, and the multitudes of advertisements which are to be
seen in the Connecticut Journal, show us how prosperons was
our commerce, and how rapidly the maritime interests of the
town advanced.

S
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Among the prineipal articles brought to our port during the
vears hefore noted, were

Tea,.... 781,620 pounds. Wines, __ 197,681 gallons!
Coffee, . 518,000 pounds. LE i S 45,600 gallons !
Sugar, - 5,805,000 pounds. Brandy, . 81,000 gallons !

Rum, .. 1,596,983 gallons !

The large importations of the four last named articles fill us
with wonder—to say the least—when we contemplate the swal-
lowing capacities of our old townsmen. No wonder that they
required the enormons flip bowls which are oceasionally met
with in our ancient houses.

In the history of American commerce it had never experi-
enced so disastrons a shock as was caused by the order which
Bonaparte issued in November, 1806, Ile therein declared
*“the Dritish Islands in a state of siege, forbidding all com-
merce or correspondence with them. No ship, coming from
any English port or from any DBritish colony was allowed to
enter any port.  All trade in English goods was prohibited.
Any ship seeking by false declarations to evade the regulation
was, with its cargo, to be confiscated, the same as if Dritish
property.”

England was prompt in making reprisals, and on the Tth of
January, 1807, an order in Couneil was issued, * forbidding
neutral vessels to enter any port belonging to Franee or to her
allies, or under her econtrol.  Every neutral vessel violating this
law was, with its cargo, liable to seizure and confiseation.”

Still more oppressive for the commerce of nentral nations
was a second order in Couneil of November 11, 1807, By this
order, * all harbors and places of France, and of her allies in
Europe and the colonies, as well as of every country with
which England was at war, or from which the English flag was
excluded, was placed under the same restriction as if blockaded
by an English fleet.” This was immediately followed hy a
manifesto from Bonaparte. Ile issued at Milan his famous, or,
shall we not rather say, infamous decree, by which it was or-
dered, “that any vessel of whatever nation, that had been
searched by a Dritish ship ; that had been sent on a voyage to
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an English port ; or that had ever paid any duty to the DBritish
government, was declared to be denationalized, and treated as
English.”  This was supplemented by the * Fontainblean
decree,” “ whereby the destruction of all British property by
burning or otherwise was ordered.”

Then began that distasteful, annoying and intolerable “ search-
ing of American ships™ by English and French war vessels—
a practice which continued till the close of our later, and we
trust our last war with Great Britain.

So intent where the cruisers of the contending powers in
carrying out the instructions of their respective governments,
that captures of American vessels were made almost within
sight of Sandy Hook lighthouse, and of the shores of Cape Cod.
Several large ships with valuable cargoes from DBritish East
Indian ports, after having eirecnmnavigated the globe in safety,
fell prizes to the insignificant French letters of marque which
ranged up and down our coast, boarding our ships, and seizing
those that had Dritish clearances.®

Our government was not in a position either to protect the
commerce of the country, or to resent the countless insults
which were daily inflicted upon the flag. A short-sighted eco-
nomical policy had ecaused so small appropriations to be made
towards placing the navy in an efficient condition, that at the
period of which we are treating, the United States possessed
but fifteen ships of war, carrying 366 guns only, the two largest
vessels the “ Constitution” and the * Constellation,” having a
battery of forty-four guns each. This small naval foree was
totally inadequate to extend any protection to the merchant
marine of the country, which then measured 876,912 tons.
Several of the large cities built and equipped ships of war of
their own, and either loaned or presented them to the govern-
ment. As earlyas 1798, the patriotic eitizens of Newburyport,
through their representative in Congress, made the following
proposition ;

# About this period, the ship “* Jupiter,” from Calcutta, with a cargo
of the value of nearly half a million dollars, was captured in sight of
Barnegat Beach by a French privateer of eighty tons, and the ship thus
seized was sent to Brest,



6i0) ANCIENT MARITIME INTERESTE OF KEW HAVEN.

“BIr: A number of the inhabitants of this Town have agreed to build
and equip a ship of 355 tons burthen, to be mounted with twenty (20) six
pound cannon, and to offer her to the government of the United States
for their use. They have also voted that they will not accept of any
further or other compensation from the government than an interest of
six per cent. per annum on the nett cost of the ship and equipments,
and a final reimbursement at the convenience of the government of said
nett cost; and they have appointed us a committee to inform you of
their intentions and to request you to promote a provision whereby they
may be enabled to carry their designs into execution by the countenance
of the government so far as the same shall appear necessary."

This offer was most gratefully aceepted by the govermment ;
for its treasury was almost empty and it was unable to build
ships of its own in sufficient nnmbers to guard even the en-
trances to our important ports,

The city of Philadelphia, soon after the above memorial was
presented to Congress, built and ontfitted a fine ship of five
hundred tons, which was tendered to the government of the
United States. Six years later (1803), Congress passed an act
whereby “armed vessels were forbidden to leave the ports of
the United States, unless by special permission, under penalty
of forfeiture.” This was cansed by the cantions policy of the
government, that chose rather to maintain peace by avoiding
collisions at sea, than to assert forcibly the rights of her citizens
to carry on a lawful trade with foreign nations. For several
years previous to the passage of the foregoing regulation, it
had been the custom of nearly all sea-going vessels (from our
own town as well as from others) to carry an armament vary-
ing from one to twenty guns; and frequently good service was
done by those old-fashioned four and six pounders.

Handicapped as was our commerce by the arbitrary orders
of France and Great Britain, as well as by the inability of our
own government to proteet it, or to compel restitution to be
made to the injured ecitizens, it was only too willing to avail
itself of the advantages which were offered by neutral ports ;
and to the shipowners whose vessels frequented the Caribbean,
no place presented so many advantages as did the Duteh island
of Saint Eustatius, which, from the fact that with it for many
years New laven held rather peeuliar relations (mueh like
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those which France and England maintained at Nassan during
our eivil war), is deserving of a passing notice.

Saint Eustatiug, so named in honor of the hrave old soldier,
Eustache, lies in north latitude 17° 207, and was discovered hy
Columbus on his second voyage to America. The island is
searcely more than a rock which springs abruptly from the
waters of the Caribbean. Its singular pyramidal form presents
to_the traveler a very unique and pleasing ohjeet, while it
affords to the mariner an infallible beacon. No island in the
West India gronp has experienced the vieissitudes of war and
fortune as this now obsenre island of Saint Kustatius. Tt was
first settled by the Duteh in 1600, and remained in their pos-
session till 1665, when it was captured by an English fleet, hut
restored by the Dritish two years later. In 1687, it was again
captured by the English, who ceded it to Franece, but soon
received it again, and then returned it to the original owners
on the accession of the Prince of Orange to the British Crown,
Thus it passed from nation to nation six times in about thirty
years during the last half of the seventeenth century. During
the eighteenth century a large trade was maintained between
the island and New England, many vessels coming from thence
to New Haven.

During our revolutionary war, this conntry received from
the island large quantities of ammunition and naval stores,
When this fact was reported to the admiral in command of the
British fleet at Jamaica, a squadron commanded by Rodney
was at onece sent to chastize the islanders severely.  Upon arriv-
ing at the island the British admiral demanded its surrender,
which was at onece yielded. The merchants, however, pro-
tested against what they termed an invasion of their rights.
They also insisted that Saint Eustatins was a _free port, and that
the valuable stores which it contained were the property of
many other nations as well as of the Duteh. Rodney's reply
was, * that the merchants, of whom many were Dritish, were
even then under contract to furnish naval stores and provisions
to the enemies of Great Britain.”  * The island of Saint Eusta-
ting,” said he, “is Dutch; everything in it is Dutch; every-
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thing iz under the Duteh flag ; and as Duteh it shall be treated.”
He accordingly seized property of the value of twoe millions
sterling, including six Duteh men-of-war and one hundred and
thirty merchant vessels.®

A squadron was also sent by Rodney to overtake a convoy
which had sailed just previous to his arrival, and which was
valued at one half-million sterling.  The British squadron over-
took and eaptured it entire,

The town was destroyed, and the inhabitants rendered pen-
niless as well as homeless, A large emigration took place from
the island to the neighboring Duteh colonies, and the place
sunk into deeay.

A few months after Rodney’s visitation it was captured by
the French Admiral De Bouiellé, who forthwith returned it to
the Dutch.

Onee again it was taken by the British in 1809 ; but in 1814,
they restored it to Ilolland, under whose government it has
sinee remained.  Thus it passed some ten or twelve times in a
century and a half from the hands of one nation into the pos-
session of another power,

In 1794, the population consisted of a few thonsand whites -
and blacks, who, while cultivating the land and hui]t]illg
hoats, did but little else.  Almost immediately upon the out-
break of hostilities between Great DBritain and France, vessels
of various nations began to frequent the harbor, and French
“and English merchants took np their abode upon the island.

The place not only possessed a safe and spacious harbor, but
also enjoyed that great advantage to a neutral port, proximity
to the important islands of the belligerent Powers ; and to that
harbor of refuge and security hundreds of American and other
neutral vessels held their course; and from England, France,
Spain, and the United States thonsands of adventurers hastened
their steps to that heretofore almost desolated island. In such
numbers did they arrive there, that in six years the population

* Horace Walpole, in his last Journals, 1781, makes the remark : © To-

day came news of Rodney taking Saint Eustatius, The Dutch Admiral
was killed.”
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incereased from 4,500 to 21,300 persons, exclusive of the seamen
in the ships anchored in the bay.

So great was the demand for warehouses, that two sides of
the bay—a tract as large as that which extends from our old
lighthouse to Fair Haven—presented one continuons line of
solid one story stone buildings. These warehouses are now in
a dilapidated condition ; but in them at that time were exposed
for sale the representative produets of every clime. For nearly
fifteen years this place was * the shop” of the West Indies; and
from this island were brought by the New Haven seamen many
of the eurious and interesting articles of glass and pottery whicl
are owned by I'[:i}!'f,::-‘uullf.:lfi\.'ﬁﬁ of our old families, and which
upon inquiry we are told * came from *Statia,”*

The island was for several years a great vesort for New Ila-
ven vessels, and often fully one-half of the sea-going fleet of
our port was at the same time in its spacions harbor.+

Much of the commerce of the island was of a deseription
which wonld not have borne a close investigation ; and at the
period of which we are speaking, there conld have been seen
in the port the contrabandier from the French islands, the con-
trabandista from the Main, and the genuine old channel smung-
gler from the English colonies. Any of these were ready at
all times to undertake, * for a consideration,” the risk of land-
ing a cargo at a port in any of the blockaded islands, or of con-
veying important intelligence to the officers of the blockading
squadron, or of the besieged forts.

Such an unhealthy status of commerce naturally begot a
demoralized condition of society at laree.  All there knew that
when peace should be declared their oceupation would be gone
and themselves forced to seek for pastures new.

*In a letter from a friend in St. Eustache received to-day, he asks :
** Are you aware that in this now almost forgotten spot the American
flag received its first salute from a foreign nation ?”

1 Since writing the above, I have been informed by one of our oldest
citizens, now in his ninetieth year, that at the commencement of the
century he counted thirty New Haven vessels moored together in that
fine harbor of Saint Eustatia,
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We are told that “men’s words and bonds became of but
little value, contracts were annulled at will, ])ledg;es were vio-
lated, and a debased state of morals was observed in every
calling.”

Perhaps nothing can give us a better expression of the dis-
gust that such a condition of things produced in Englishmen
some distance removed from the place, than the following
report of the market which was presented to the readers of the
“ Royal Nassau Gazette,” of

“Mav 15TH, 1803.
Prices Current at Saint Eustatius,
Good Names, Very scarce, 200 will sell at from 500 to 800 dol-

lars each, some honest gentlemen will engage
to take one monthly.

Grenuine Courage, Is worth from 28 to 314 per gill.
Honor and Honesty, Of no value.

False Oaths, In demand, say 2 shillings each,
self-consequence, Overstocked with.

Hospitality, Scarcely known, is much wanted,
Promises, Dog cheap.

Performances, Very scarce.

Credit, Died last Wednesday.

Merit, No recommendation.

Gratitude, Cuite out of fashion.

Duplicity, Much in vogue,

Hypocrisy, We are glutted with.”

This, no doubt, was a correet view of the commercial un-
healthiness of the island during the days of the neutral trade.

A few years subsequent to the publishing of the foregoing
report, a Dritist fleet commanded by Admiral Cochrane, accom-
panied by a powerful military expedition under the eommand
of Sir George Beckwith, appeared off the island and demanded
its surrender on the ground that the interests of Great Britain
required the port to he subject to the immediate eontrol of the
British forces in the West Indies; and under such jurisdietion
it remained till the treaty of Paris, in 1814, Since this date it
has eontinued under the Duteh government.
~ Immediately after the capture of the island by Admiral
Cochrane, the commerce of the place began to decrease, and the
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close of the following decade saw it the ohsenre and deserted
spot whieh is to be witnessed to-day.

During the troublous times to which we have referred, there
was granfed to those New Ilaven vessels that were sent into
the Caribbean the following Municipal Letter, which was
appended to the regular custom honse elearance.

It appears to us of to-day a very useless as well as a most
obsequious doenment. It was printed in English, French, and
Duteh, and read :

“*Most Serene, Most Puissant, High. Noble, Illustrious, Honorable, Ven-
erable, Wise and Prudent, Lords, Emperours, Kings, Republics, Princes,
Dukes, Earls, Barons, Lords, Burgomasters, Schepens, Counsellors, as
also Judges, Officers, Justiciaries, and Regents of all the good Cities and
Places whether Ecclesiastical or Secular, who shall see these Patents or
hear them read. We, Samuel Bishop, Mayor, make known, that the
Master of the ** Catherine,” of 84 tons burthen, which he at present nav-
igates, is of the U, 8. of America, and that no subject of the present
belligerent Powers has any part or portion therein, directly or indirectly ;
and as we wish to see the said Master prosper in his lawful affairs, our
prayer is to all the before named, and to each of them separately. where
the said Master shall arrive with his vessel, they may be pleased to
receive the said Master with goodness, and treat him in a kind, becom-
ing manner, permitting him upon the usual tolls and expenses, in pass-
ing and repassing, to pass, navigate and frequent the Ports, Places and
Territories. to the end to transact his business, where, and in what man-
ner, he shall judge proper.

In which we shall be willingly indebted.

[Signed] SAMUEL BISHOP, Mayor.”

The elearance to which the above is appended is signed by
George Washington and Edw. Randolph, and bears date of 3d
February, 1796, This style of sea letter was used till 1812,
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CeAarTER VII.

THE MARITIME ENTERFPRISE OF NEW HAVEN IN THE
SOUTH SEAS—THE SEALING SHIPS.

In the decade which ended in 1806, there was witnessed in
our city one very important maritime interest, which, in all
probability, will never again exist in this place.

At no time since the settlement of the town till the present,
lLas there been more enterprise or enthusiasm exhibited in any
commereial adventure than in 1796, 97, '98 and "99, when were
loaded, outfitted and equipped, and sent on their long and
weary journeys, the ships which formed *the New ITaven
South Sea Fleet.,” It was composed of fine, staunch, and for
the day, large, full-rigged ships, the equals of any which
sailed from American ports. Their commanders were the peers
of any seamen who navigated the ocean. They were manned by
American sailors, who were, for the most part, from our own
town and county, and who, having shares in the adventures,
felt that it was their own individnal good for which they were
to toil.  There was scarcely one of them who did not look hope-
fully forward to the time when he should either command a
ghip or own a * snug” farm near New Haven,

The ships themselves were as fine as eould be obtained, nearly
all of them new. They were models of beauty, having lines
and dimensions which attracted attention in whatever portion
of the world they were observed.

As the entire fleet numbered less than twenty ships, I will
give the names, dimensions, and armaments of the most
famous.

Neptune, ship, a0l tons, 20 guns,
Oneida, e 223 - 16 «f
Hope, L 200 ¢ 1l
Sally, = 236 - o
Betsy, = 285 <« L
Huron, o 230 = 20
Augusta, * 280 2« 20 L
Triuomph, ** 305 ¢ 20 =
Zephyr, ) 330 - 18 &

Polly, brig, 210 ¢ g 48
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Fach of thege vessels gailed from New Ilaven, eirenmnavi-
gated the globe, and returned to our harbor in safety. The
ships carried erews of about forty men and boys, also a surgeon,
supercargo, carpenter, blacksmith, and cooper; and as before
noted, armaments of six-pound guns, muskets, cutlasses, hoard-
ing pikes, ete.

The voyages which were made by these sealing ships were
of long duration, generally from twenty to thirty months; and.,
it reflects great credit upon the men who commanded the ships
when we ave told that none of them lost his vessel, or with one
exception met with an accident.

The object of the adventure was to load the ships with- seal
skins in the South Seas. These skins were sold at Canton,
where the ships were laden with silks and teas, which were
brought to New Haven,

Perhaps it may not be uninteresting to deseribe the modus
aperandi of the sealing voyages from our port so many years
g0,

The ships, after leaving the Sound, were placed on a course
to terminate at the Falkland Islands, where they remained sev-
eral days, or longer if necessary; and during this time the
Crews were rcr:ruifm‘l, and the vessels put in order to encounter
the severe weather likely to be experienced in passing Cape
Horn. Onee beyond that stormy point, the ships were headed
for the Saint Felix group of Islands, the Gallapagoes, or even
as far north as Nootka Sound. In the earlier days of the New
Haven seal fishery, however, it was not often that the ships
gailed north of the Saint Felix group.

The manner of taking seals at that period was this: the men
who were detailed for the purpose watehed mnear the sandy
heach of the Seal Islands till the seals at the proper time of the
tide had left the water and erawled up to the dry sand. After
large numbers had left the water, the seal-takers, placing them-
selves between the animals and the lower edge of the beach,
rushed upon them and dispatehed them by a blow on the head.
At Juan Fernandez, o many were killed at gne tide by a com-
pany of men from the ship * Hope™ of New Haven, that by
actual count the skins numbered 2,142,
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No =ooner were the animals killed, than the skins were taken
off and sent to the ship, where, after *“breaming,” that is,
removing the fat, which was uzed for fuel, they were salted
and packed away in the hold of the vessel. In some of the
voyages, the ships, after a large number of skins had been
taken, where headed for the Main, where the pelts were * sun-
dried” on the beach. There was on the coast of Patagonia a
tract of land nearly two miles in length, nsed by New Haven
captaing to dry the skins of seals taken in the Atlantie. It
was known in the days of sealing by the name of “the New
Haven Green.”

When the ships were laden, after months of the tedious labor
which we have deseribed, a course was laid for the Sandwich
Islands, which were then frequented by all ships erossing the
Pacific. At those Islands, the erews of the ships were recrnit-
ed, and thenee a course was laid to Canton, where the skins
were disposed of through the American factories, a cargo of tea
and silk reeeived, and to the joy of all on boeard, the ship was
placed on the long looked for homeward eourse, which was
eventually to end at Montank Point.

Such a romance was there regarding those South Sea ships,
which were * bound around the world,” that very many of the
young men of the town were lured to enrol themselves among
the companies which manned the fleet—not only to add to
their worldly store, but to gratify a desire to see foreign lands;
to be able to say to their friends at home, that they had been
“round the Horn,” and to “the place where Captain Cook was
murdered ;7 and such a voyage was, ninety years ago, something
to boast of in New Haven, and none of the ships which left
our port for the Pacific but carried representatives of the most
respected families of this place. Those were the illustrious
days of American ships and American seamen.

It was partly, if not in a great measure owing to the fact, that
some twelve fine ships from New Haven had visited the Sand-
wich Islands, and the ports in China, before the close of the
vear 1804, which prompted that eminent English traveler,
Johm Turnbull, to speak of American commerce in those
Islands as follows
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“The Americans in particular carry on a most active trade with the
Sandwich Islands, supplying them with property at a very easy rate in
exchange for their provisions, and unless I am deceived will do more
than any others to exalt them to a singular degree of civilization. So
far does American commerce exceed all previous attempts of former na-
tions, that even the Dutch themselves sink under the comparison.

“Scarcely is there a port of the world, scarcely an inlet in the most
unknown sea. in which this commercial hive have not penetrated.
The East Indies are open to them, and their flags are displayed in the
seas of China, and it must be admitted, that their success is merifed by
their industry.”

Among the names of the commanders of New Haven’s East

ia fleet, there 1s no one which ranks so high as that of Capt.
India fleet, t . I
Daniel Greene, who had the honor of being the first New
Haven shipmaster that sailed his ship in the Paeific; and he
likewise has the eredit of having commanded the ship which
made the most luerative voyage ever recorded in New Iaven.
It was also, if I am not mistaken, the most profitable voyage
of which there is any record in the State.

Born in Boston, Daniel Greene came to our town at an
early age, and was soon employed on a vessel sailing to the
West Indies. Suceess seems to have been his lot from the
first ; and before he became of age he commanded one of the
largest ships sailing from our distriet,

In his thirtieth year, he was placed in command of the ship
L N‘-El]tl_lllﬂ}ﬂ and sailed for China, lllaﬂchlg‘ as hefore Fh:lfl.‘ll.! the
most profitable voyage as yet recorded in New Haven,

[t was this same commander who, on hiz return from Can-
ton in the * Neptune,” brought with him several eurious Chi-
nese paintings npon glass, which were generally of a patriotic
or Masonie type. These so captivated the eyes of many of our
ancient townsmen, that several persons requested the Captain,
should he return to China, to bring them duplicates. Some,
however, wishing alterations in the colors and figures, so
perplexed the Captain with their suggestions, that he was
obliged to call in a friend, who was an artist and also a deacon
in the church, to consult with him about his commizssions.
After the artist had carefully inspected several of the paint-
ings, and given his opinion as to the posturing, coloring, and
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other particnlars of those to be ordered, the Captain quietly
presented to the deacon’s view two very elaborate pictures of
a decidedly oriental type, saying: * Deacon, what suggestion
ag to the eolor of these!” The pure-minded deacon, more
acenstomed to eriticise Amos Doolittle’s patriotic engravings,
was of conrse shocked. Closing his eves and raising his hands
in a horror-stricken manner, he exelaimed in a stentorian voice :
“How would [ color them? Black! Black!! Captain
Greene! as baek as black ean be!

After the sealing vovages were discontinued, Captain Greene
made many vovages to the West Indies, and while in eommand
of the ship * Dhaper,” was after a long chase overtaken and
captured by a Irench frigate. Iis vessel and cargo were con-
fiscated and sold at one of the French islands.

The Captain was a rich man, and during the war of 1812,
when our commeree was so paralyzed, he invested extensively
in lands in New Connecticut, intending to remain there and
pass his declining years in that new country. He did, how-
ever, that which has so many times been done by shipmasters
who have for a while retired from life at sea, and which has
so often proved disastrous ; hLe essayed to make © one voyage
more,” which, he said, ** should be his last ;" and having made
this last vovage, and returned to New IHaven, he would, he
said, take his family to Ohio, (New Connecticut.)

e sailed from our port soon after the blockade was raised,
embarking from a little wharf whieh stood in front of his
house, now the Harvey Hoadley residence in Water street.
[lis vessel, called the * Grace,” after a member of his family,
was owned by him.  Iis eldest son was his first officer, and
the Spanish Main was their destination. A few days subse-
(quent to the sailing of the ship, the entire coast of New Eng-
land was swept by a violent gale, and as no tidings of Captain
Grreene were ever received, it is snpposed that his ship found-
ered during the tempest. A monument erected in memory of
the father and the son is to be seen in the old burying ground.

Other commanders of the sealing ships were Caleb Brintnall,
of the *Oneida,” the * Trinmph,” and the * Zephyr:” John



ANCIENT MARITIME INTERESTS OF NEW HAVEN. il

Hurlbut, of the *Oneida” on her second voyage to China;
William Howell, of the * Betsey” and the © Draper ;" Gilbert
Totten, of the splendid ship * Constellation ;" Amos Townsend,
of the ships * Frances Ann™ and * Clarissa;” Nathaniel Storer,
of the ship “Sally;” James Ray, of the *Huron” and the
“Hope ;7 all of whom were famous sea captains in their day
and generation.

Of the many New IHaven merchants who were interested in
these voyages, the most prominent was Ebenezer Townsend,
who for more than half a century was engaged in commercial
undertakings from our port.

Myr. Townsend was born here in 1742, and was interested at
an early age in foreign commerce. For many years he was far
the most extensive merchant in the city. His ships were the
largest, his eargoes the most valuable, and for many vears in
which he was a ship owner, he was known as *the fortunate
man,” He had been so sueeessful in his enterprises, that when
one of his friends remonstrated with him for risking so much
property as he did in sending his ship ** Neptune,” in 1796, to
the South Seas, he replied : = [f" all showid be lost I shall
hawve plenty left.”

His eommercial transactions, for the time, were very large
and important ; and his enterprise had never been surpassed
by any of his townsmen.

Ile it was who first sent his ship to the Pacific, and Daniel
Grreene was the commander.

In 1801 and 1802, Mr. Townsend sent his ships “ Frances
Ann” and “ Clarissa,” to the Spice Islands in the Indian
Ocean. These ships brought their valuable cargoes of spices
to our city, where they were unloaded and stored in the cellar
of the * Broome IHouse,” or * Hoadley House,” and in due
time shipped to New York.

The * Frances Ann” made such a prolonged voyage, that
Mr. Townsend had abandoned all hopes of ever again hearing
of her. Late in the spring of 1803, a strange ship—she had
been purchased in New York, and had never been in our port
—was seen sailing up our harbor, eausing great speculation
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among our citizens as to her character. After anchoring mid-
way betwe:n Long Wharf and Tomlinson’s Bridge, Captain
Towns=nd with his sapzreargo was rowed in a small boat
from the :-_alﬁll to the Broome Honse. These officers I'Ept'}rtﬁil
to the owner, Mr. Ebenezer Townsend, the safe arrival of his
ship from Batavia and Poulo Pinang, with a cargo of pepper,
valned at over 100,000 dollars, after a voyage of 195 days.

Mr. Townsend was pecuniarily interested in many of the
sealing ships besides the “ Neptune.” Ile not only sent ships
to hunt for the fur seals, whose skins were to be taken to the
(Clanton factories, but he also sent vessels to hl'in;{ the sking of
the hairseals to New IHaven.  One of his vessels, the © Polly,”
came early in 1803, from the Pacifie, with 438,000 skins, which
were sold to the tanners of the town and of the vieinity,

[lis cargoes from the West Indies and from Eunropean ports
were many and valuable; and for several years, the duties
levied on eargoes bronght in his ships far exeeeded in value
those paid by any other three commereial houses in the city,
the * Derby Fishing Company ™ alone excepted.

After a long life of activity and enterprise, Mr. Townsend
died at his residence in New Haven at the age of 82 years.
His remains were interred in the old cemetery.

Others who were either owners of the ships, or of their ear-
coes, may be named, for example, Thomas Atwater, Henry
Dennison, Elias Shipman, Thaddens Beecher, Henry Daggett,
Ward Atwater, the Cowleses of Farmington, Thomas Painter
of West Haven, Ebenezer Peck, Enos Monson, Phelps and
Sanford, Kneeland Townsend, Elihu Mix, who died at Iono-
lulu, in 18304, on board of the New Haven ship © Trinmph,” of
which he was part owner and supereargo.

Memorable days in onr town’s history were those npon which
the first few ships of the sealing fleet sailed from our port on
their long and perilous voyages, as well as those on which they
arrived after their protracted absence. In several instances
nearly, if not quite, the entire business of the place was sus-
pended, and a large portion of the population was at the wharf
to witness the departure of the ships; to give their friends a
cood “send off "—and afterwards a * weleome home,”
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The most noted of those old vovages was that which Mr.
Ebenezer Townsend’s ship, the *Neptune,” accomplished.
She was a New Haven vessel, built at the Olive street shipyard,
and, as before stated, commanded by Daniel Greene.

Of a burthen of 350 tons—a * Great Eastern™ for the day—
with an armament of twenty twelve-pounders, this ship earried
for her crew forty-five young, active, and sturdy New Haven
county men, a large portion of whom belonged to respectable
families of the town and vieinity. One of them, Mr. Thomas
Howell, had, but a few months previous to the sailing of the
ship, been graduated at Yale College. Ie was a classmate of
the late President Day and of Stephen Twining. Mr. Leverett
Griswold was first officer ; Mr. Driges, of Middletown, sur-
geon ; and Mr. Ebenezer Townsend, Jr., supercargo.

Amidst the eheering of the citizens and the firing of cannon,
the sails of the ©“ Neptune ™ were sheeted home, and with anchor
weighed, the ship sailed down the harbor, through the Sound,
and was soon in the open sea, where a course was laid for the
Falkland Islands, which in due time were reached. She re-
mained there two weeks, and then sailed for Cape Horn, which
wag soon donbled, and, for the first time, the Pacific was fur-
rowed by the keel of a New Iaven ship. Good fortune was
met with at the seal islands in eollecting skins; and at the island
of Juan Fernandez, several men (of whom Thomas Howell was
one) were left to collect and sun-dry seal skins in anticipation
of the arrival of another ship, which the enterprising owner of
the “ Neptune ™ intended to send out the following year, .

From the seal islands the ship was sailed to the Sandwich
Iglands, and from thence to Canton, where the great price of
three and one-half dollars each was obtained for the 20,000
skins which the ship contained. Three months were required
to discharge and reload the ship, and at the expiration of that
time, the “ Neptune,” laden with tea, 3,000 chests ; nankeens,
54,000 pieces, costing $24,000; silks, a large quantity: and
547 boxes of China -ware, were placed upon the homeward
course for New Haven, which port was safely reached after a
passage of siw months and two days, arriving here on the 14th
of July, 1799.

10
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The result of the voyage was most satisfactory, the profits
astonishing even the shrewd projector himself.

For his share in the adventure, Mr. Townsend received one
hendred thousand dollars, a vast sum in those days.

The supereargo, =on of the owner, received fifty thousand
dollars, and all others who were interested had proportionate
amounts,

Never was a ship so heartily weleomed home as was the
“Neptune” after her voyage of nearly thirty months.

Mr. Green, in his *Journal ™ of July 17th, 1799, alluded to
the voyage of the “ Neptune™ as follows :

““Last Thursday arrived the ship * Neptune,” Captain Daniel Green,
master, in six months from Canton.

*This ship is owned in New Haven and Hartford, and is richly laden
with silks, teas, and nankeens. We do not recolleet to have observed
more general jov diffused among our citizens, than on the return of this
ship with the captain and his crew after an absence of two years and
eight months.

“We join in congratulations to the owners, who are by this event
receiving the just rewards of honest enterprise ; to friends and parents,
whose hearts are gladdened at the return of friends and sons from a
long, tedious, and hazardous voyage; and to our citizens at large, on
this first arrival of so valuable an Indiaman.

** While we witness the general joy, we sincerely sympathize with the
friends of Mr. Leverett Griswold of this city, mate of the ship, who
died on the homeward passage, a young man of very promising talents,
aged twenty-three years.”

In the same newspaper there appeared, a few days later, the
following eommunication, which is interesting from the faect
that it was penned a few months previous to the presidential
election in 1800.  In 1877, we should eall it a * campaign doe-
ument.”

“Mr. Editor:—The ship *Neptune,’ lately arrived from Canton, pays
to the Revenue of the United States about 275,000 in duties,

*This sum is at least 320,000 more than the eivil list tax of the whole
State of Connecticut for any one year within the last fen years.

*These duties arise on Teas, Silks and Nankeens,

““* No man is obliged to buy either of these articles, and, of course, no
man is compelled to pay any part of this sum.

“Now, I beg leave to ask the Farmers of our neighborhood, if they
have any just reason to oppose a Government which obtains its revenues
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from luxuries? On reflection, is it not a fact of importance, that a
single ship should pay more taxes than the whole taxable property of
Connecticut, which by our grand levy appears to be about six millions
of dollars? Signed | A, B"”

These initials, I imagine, are those of Abraham Bishop, the
collector of the port at that period.

In the antumn of 1799, the * Neptune ™ again sailed on a
voyage similar to the previous one.  She returned in safety to
our port on the 29th of June, 1801, and though the ship
brought a cargo upon which duties amounting to £35,000 were
paid, the adventure was not pecuniarily suecessful, owing to
the small price paid by the Chinese for the seal skins. The
price received in 1798 for the first cargo, $3.50, was by far the
highest ever paid for skins from a New Iaven ship. On the
second voyage of the “Neptune,” the seal skins, 77,000, were
sold for less than one dollar each.

The first voyage of the *“ Neptune ™ having proved so remu-
nerative, several ships were at once purchased and fitted out
for sealing voyages.

In October, 1799, the “Oneida,” eommanded hy Caleh
Brintnall, gailed for the seal islands and China. From the
latter country, she came to New Haven, arriving here 17th
June, 1801, bringing a cargo so valuable that a duty amounting
to $27,540 was laid upon it.

Soon after the departure of the *Omneida,” another ship
sailed. This was the “Detsy,” and her commander was Cap-
tain William Howell. Ebenezer Townsend and Daniel Greene
owned the “ Betsy,” having purchased her in New York. She
was abgent from New Haven about two vears, and brought
home a valuable cargo of tea and silk, which paid a duty of
544,135.74, the third largest ever paid in our district.

I may say here, that the largest amount of duty ever paid by
a New Haven ship, was that of the brig ©“ Ann,” which arrived
here from Liverpool soon after the close of the war in 1814,
The lading of the brig, a cargo entirely composed of hardware,
was consigned to merchants, some fifty in number, residing in
every part of the State. The duty amounted to $87,430.78.
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This is the largest on record at our enstom house. The next
in magnitude was the duty paid by the ©* Neptune ™ on her first
cargo, $75,000; the third, that paid on the cargo of the
“ Betsy,” amounting, as before stated, to nearly, 845,000,

Jesides the “Omeida™ and the * Betsy,” there were several
other ships sent to the Pacitic about the same period. They
all returned in safety. This fact is highly ereditable to the
commanders, who, with imperfect charts and nautical instru-
ments not far in advance of Drake’s astrolabe, found their way,
through almost unknown seas, around the globe.

Some idea can be formed of the magnitude of the commer-
cial intercourse existing at the time between New Haven and
('hina by knowing that in 1800 three ships, the * Huron,” the
“ Hope,” and the * Draper,” paid into the depleted purse of
[Tnele Samuel over $60,000 in duties. With the exeeption of
those who were interested in the first voyage of the * Neptune,”
it appears that the before named individual gained more by the
several China adventures than did any one else.

On the 22d of May, 1800, there sailed from New IHaven,
bound for the Seal islands, the ship “Sally,” of 236 tons and
twenty four-pounders for an armament,

Commanded by Nathaniel Storer, the ship was laid on a
course for the Pacifie.  After capturing 45,000 fur seals and
8,350 hair seals, she was sailed to China, where, owing to the
immense number of seal skins, only 874 cents each were
received for those by the “Sally.” This was a great disappoint-
ment to the onttitters, who had eounted on receiving the same
ates as those obtained by Capt. Greene.

So small a sum was realized by the sale of the skins, that the
master was obliged to make drafts at rninons premiums upon
the owners in New [Haven and also upon the Cowleses of Farm-
ington, who were part owners, It is needless to zay that the
vovage was wholly unsuecessful.

I should have heretofore said, that those expensive voyages
were not undertaken by any one commercial house. On the
contrary, very many houses and individuals had shares in the
ships. Merchants in the large towns of the State had an inter-
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est in nearly every ship. Hartford, Wethersfield, Middletown,
East Haddam, Farmington, Derby, Litelfield, Milford, Bran-
ford, Stratford, were largely interested in several of the carlier
ships; so too were Providence and New London.  Thirty-six
merchants in different parts of the State were owners of the
cargo of tea and silk brought home from Canton in 1801 by
the ship “Sally.,” Of the cargo of the * Betsy,” there were
eleven owners; and of the other cargoes, the ownership be-
longed to not a few persons,

This type of commerce was maintained with great vigor
till 1806, and at intervals till the war with Great DBritain in
15812,

It cannot be said that the China voyages were on the whole
remunerative. This was in the main owing to the fact that so
many vessels were sent on sealing voyages from Salem, Provi-
dence, and Boston, that the supply of seal skins became so great
at Canton as to make a very low price only obtainable, Fur-
thermore, the seals in the Pacific were very nearly exterminated
in consequence of the unceasing capturing of them by ships
sent from New England ports.

That the results of the first voyages were not encouraging is
manifest from the fact, that only two or three of the New Ia-
ven ships made a second voyage to China.

Before leaving the sealing voyages, I would like to say a
word of the last one made by a New Haven vessel.

Shortly after the elose of the war of 1812, there came to
New Haven from Middletown, where she had just been launched,
the beautiful ship * Zephyr,” of 330 tons hurden, to be equipped
for a sealing voyage. '

She was commanded by that veteran navigator, Calely Brint-
nall, who made more voyages to the Pacifie than any other New
Haven shipmaster of his day.

Interested in the ship were several New IHaven and Provi-
dence merchants, who were resolved to make one more attempt
at sealing in the Pacifie,

The * Zephyr” carried an armament of twelve twelve-pound-
ers, besides two large swivel guns, muskets, pikes, ete.; and for
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company had thirty-seven young Connecticut men, a majority
of whom had seen serviee in the privateers *Teazer,” * Sauney
Jake,” ©Sabine,” and “ Quinnipiack.” These men had shares
in the adventure, and were determined, that if hard work, care
and watehfulness conld bring success to the voyage, these very
desirable conditions should not be wanting.

Thoroughly equipped and ountdfitted, the *Zephyr” sailed
from our port early in the morning of the 25th of October,
I815. A large eoncourse of eitizens had assembled at the pier-
head to witness her departure.

From Montauk Point the ship held her course for the coast
of Patagonia, and at one of the Falkland Islands she was placed
in eondition to encounter the severe Cape weather,

So rapidly did the “Zephyr™ sail, that when off Cape Saint
Rogue, being chased by a swift French man-of-war, she made
fourteen knots an hour by the log, with wind abeam, and ran
the Frenchman out of sizht.

ITaving entered the Pacifie, the commander felt great disap-
pointment in finding no seals at any of the usnal seal islands,
although he visited all of the loecalities where, in earlier years,
so many seals had been found. He resolved, however, to find
them, and sailed his ship to the North Pacifie, carefully search-
ing through the Gallapagoes, the Boneto Islands, Guadeloupe,
and the Gulf of California. Ilis search was in vain. He met
with no sueccess,

On consulting with his officers, Captain Drintnall determined,
as he said, to find seals if he had to search the Paeitie from
Cape Horn to the North Pole, and he placed his ship upon a
course for Nootka Sound, then almost a fterra incognita, to
New Haven navigators at least,

A few days only had the * Zephyr ™ been sailing toward the
north when she encountered a tempest whose severity exceeded
any thing ever experienced by those on board. After a vain
effort to make headway against the gale, the ship was placed
before it; and for nearly twenty-four hours the fury of the
storm inereased.  Throughont the night and the following day
the sea ran so high and the wind blew so violently, that it was
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perilous for the sailors to attempt to reach the yards. Sails
were blown into ribbons. The sea poured into the cabin
through the doors and broken deadlights, drenching the crew
and making it impossible to keep a fire in the galleys, During
the second 'night the gale continued to inerease, and many of
the erew gave themselves up for lost. To lighten the ship sev-
eral of her guns, spars, and easks were thrown overboard. The
vessel was under bare poles, and no one could live on deck un-
less lashed there. In that almost unknown sea, this New IHa-
ven ship lay reeling, plunging, and half submerged in the vol-
umes of water that filled the decks. Morning came at last, but
with it no abatement of the tempest. The wind now veered to
the north, caught the ship at an unfortunate moment, and
practically dismasted her. In that dismal plight she remained
until the following day. The storm then abated ; the sea went
down ; the sun came forth: the wreck was partially cleared
up; the fires in the galleys were relighted ; jury masts were
rigged ; old =ails were bent upon them, and in this forlorn,
erippled condition (the voyage to the north having heen aban-
doned), the “ Zephyr™ was headed for the Sandwich Islands;
and in seventy-two days after the disaster, and thirteen and a
half months after leaving New Haven, the * Zephyr,” with her
disconraged and exhansted eompany, dropped her anchor in
Kealakealkua Bay, where Captain Cook had been murdered not
many years before.

The ship was there refitted, and became once again the
showy eraft that had attracted so much attention when lying in
our harbor. DBut she had now been absent nearly eighteen
months and had earned not a dollar. The captain was desivons
of retrieving the disastrons voyvage, and made therefore what
he considered a very advantageous arrangement with the King
of the Sandwich Islands. The latter, a partially clothed savage,
hired the * Zephyr™ to ernise around his islands for one year,
her master to rank as admiral ; and for this service he agreed
to give a very handsome consideration. The contract was
gigned ; and for twelve months the * Zephyr™ was constantly
ernising around the Islands, There were bright expectations.
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on board ; for my venerable friend, to whom I am indebted for
these details, and who was a lad on board of the ** Zephyr,” in-
forms me, that the commander anticipated the receipt of a sum
sufficiently large to mend a broken voyage, “ but which,” my
friend adds, “never was mended.”*

The savage violated his contract and paid the captain little
or nothing for hiz arduous services thoughount a whole year.
This treatment of Captain Brintuall was a losing poliey for the
king, becanse many of the American shipmasters, who touched
at the islands, refrained for several years from making the ens-
tomary presents to him, being offended at his bad faith in his
dealings with the eaptain of the “ Zephyr.”

When it became evident that no recompense was to he ob-
tained from the king, the *Zephyr™ was headed for Canton,
where she had no funds wherewith to purchase a cargo for New
[Taven, and consequently a freight was taken for a European
port ; and thence the ship sailed for Providence. She reached
this latter place after a perilous passage and an absence of three
yvears from America,

The voyage was a signal failuore, a very large amount of
money having been lost in the adventure. The seamen for
their long and dangerous ernise received little or nothing.
My respeeted informant tells me, that when presented with his
account he found Admselr indebted to the ship five dollars ; but
he was so desivons to reach home, that he “argned not;” the
debt was forgiven him ; and with his bag on his back, he started
for New Iaven on foot, reaching it in good time, and in a few
weeks was again afloat.  Ile has since, as owner and master of
his ship, carried the American ensign at his mast-head into
most of the prineipal ports of the world, and has done honor
to his country, his State, and his native city of New Haven.
With the voyage of the * Zephyr™ ended all commereial inter-
course hetween our eity and China,

*The chief of the islands, at the time of Captain Brintnall’s arrival,
was fearing an attack from the warriors of a neighboring island. The

reward promised to the captain of the * Zephyr ™ was sufficient sandal
wood to load the ship. The quantity received was six and a half tons !
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Several of the ghips which had been employed in that inter-
est, fell into the hands of the French and English ernisers in
West India waters; some were sold in New York; and the
“ Zephyr,” of which we have spoken, was eventually employed
as a whaler, and, not many years since, was seen at New DBed-
ford in a good state of preservation.

Of all the sturdy young men who composed the erews of
those famous New Haven ships, I can learn of but two who
are still living. They both reside in the town, highly esteemed
and respected by all who know them.

It may be interesting to some persons to know that many
pieces of blue and white china, as well as the plain white hav-
ing the initials of the original owners, to be found in many of
the old houses in New IHaven county, were brought here by
the officers and men who navigated the ships known as the old
“ New Haven China ships.”

Somewhat related to the capture of seals, there was one
other maritime interest of New Haven, to which I may briefly
allnde.

In 1820, a number of merchants who were interested in for-
eign commerce, formed a company, thongh not incorporated,
whose object was the prosecution of the whale fishery in the
North Pacific. Two ships were purchased, the * Henry ™ and
the “ Thames” by name. They were outfitted and sent on
whaling voyages in 1822. In the expectation that this enter-
prise would be successful, preparations were made for building
other ships to be employed in the same manner.  Large quan-
tities of ship timber were brought for the purpose from the
adjacent country and deposited, where now are Mr. Benedict’s
coal yards at the foot of Brewery street. The place was then
known as Tomlinson’s wharf.

Those who were pecuniarily interested in the adventure,
awaited the return of the two ships which had been sent out as
pioneers, before building others. At an earlier day than ex-
pected, the whaling ships appeared in our harbor, having met
with such suecess in eatching whales, that in a comparatively
short time they were filled with cargoes of oil and whalebone,

11
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and by remarkably favoring gales were hastened home some
months sooner than it was reasonably supposed that they would
return.  Unfortunately for the enterprise, when the ships
arrived the prices obtained for the oil and the bone were so
low—in fact lower almost than ever before or since—that no
remuneration was received. It becoming known also that large
fleets of whaling ships were fitting ont at New London, New
Bedford, and Stonington, and the New Haven company
“fearing that no whales wounld be left in the Pacific,” aban-
doned the enterprise and sold the ships.

It was the New Ilaven whaler * Thames,” Captain Croshy,
that earried, on her way to the North Pacifie, the second band
of missionaries who left Ameriea for the Sandwich Islands.

The missionaries, some eighteen in number, including three
South Sea Islanders who had been educated here, embarked
from Tomlinson’s wharf on the nineteenth of December, 1822,
and after a safe and pleasant voyage reached the harbor of
Owyhee (Hawaii).

Perhaps the day of the sailing of *the Greate Shippe™ in
1645 was the only time in which onr eity has ever beheld snch
a manifestation of warm affection and kindly feeling as our
people witnessed at the departure of these missionaries, who
were leaving their country to teil throungh many years and
perhaps for life in educating the inhabitants of those far off
Isles of the sea.

Nor were they sent away with benedictions only. The sum
of one thousand three hundred and fifty-four dollars was
donated for the use of the missionaries after their landing.
Abundant supplies of provisions and necessaries were also
placed in the ship for the mission families during the long and
dangerous journey.

Retracing our steps to 1807, we find that the exports and
imports of our district were yearly increasing in value. For
several years about that period, the duties annually paid into
the enstoms averaged $150,000, and there departed annually
from the port full one hundred foreign bound vessels. The
inerease in the value of trade was apparent, in spite of the
losses by seizure and confiscation of vessel property.
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Closely related to thiz increase of trade were many impor-
tant changes to be seen at that time in the city, which then
eontained a population of abont 6,000 souls,  New streets were
laid out and old ones widened and straightened. A contract
was entered into whereby Long Wharf was to be made solid
and continuous to the end. A short time previous, the Green
had been enclosed by a * neat wooden fence.” The * Derby
Turnpike” was made, and so also was the turnpike built from
Iartford, by using which travelers were saved the long journey
by the Cheshire road, or * Long Lane,” as it was then called.
It was evident also from the manner of some of the more ad-
vanced and progressive members of the old Drick Churely, that
the structure which had stood sinee 1757, had nearly, if not
quite fulfilled its destiny, and was soon to give place to the edi-
fice which we now see.

In 1807 was erected the first Methodist Chureh in New Ha-
ven. It oceupied the site of the present Colored Church in
Temple street,

Many new brick buildings were erected, the sidewalks of the
principal streets were paved, and on every hand were seen evi-
dences of increasing wealth and culture.

CaarreERr VIIL

THE COMMERCE OF NEW HAVEN AND THE UNITED STATES
EMBARGO,

On the Tth of January, 1808, the foreign commereial inter-
ests of the entire country were not only paralyzed, but, for the
time being, destroyed, by the passage of the Act of Congress
of December 22, 1807, establishing an embargo, and by the
instructions given to the officers of the revenue and of the navy
under the authority of that act hy President Jefferson.

This enactment was so remarkable, and its eonsequences
were g0 great and disastrous, as to make it desirable that it be
here presented in full.
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“AN ACT

LAYING AN EMBARGO ON ALL SHIFS AND VESSELS IN THE PORTS AND
HARBORS OF THE UNITED STATES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America, in Congress assembled, That an embargo be,
and hereby is laid on all ships and vessels in the ports and places within
the limits or jurisdiction of the United States, cleared or not cleared,
bound to any foreign port or place ; and that no clearance be furnished
to any ship or vessel bound to such foreign port or place, except vessels
under the immediate direction of the President of the United States ;
and that the President be authorized to give such instructions to the
officers of the revenue, and of the navy and revenue cutters of the United
States, as shall appear best adapted for carrying the same into full effect.

Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be construed to prevent
the departure of any foreign ship or veszel, either in ballast, or with the
goods, wares, and merchandise on board such foreign ship or vessel when
notified of this act.

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That during the continuance of this
act, no registered or sea-letter vessel, having on board goods, wares, and
merchandise, shall be allowed to depart from one port of the United
States to another within the same, unless the master, owner, con-
signee, or factor of suach vessel shall first give bond with one or more
sureties to the collector of the district from which she is bound to de-
part, in a sum of double the value of the vessel and cargo, that the said
goods, wares, and merchandise shall be relanded in some port of the
United States, danger of the seas excepted ; which bond, and also a cer-
tificate from the collector where the same goods, wares and merchan-
dise may be relanded, shall by the collectors respectively be transmitted
to the Secretary of the Treasury,

All armed vessclw possessing public commissions from any foreign
power, are not to be considered as liable to the embargo laid by this act.

J. B. VARNUM,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.
GEO. CLINTON,
Viee President of the United States and President of the Senate,
December, 1807,

Approved. TH. JEFFERSON.

This embargo was chiefly intended to be a retaliation upon
(GGreat Dritain for the repeated insults given to American vessels
by Dritish ships of war. These indignities eonsisted mainly in
the searching of our vessels, examining the ship's papers, and
compelling the master of every ship to answer any question
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concerning his cargo and destination which might be put to
him by the boarding officer. |

The chief grievance, however, was the impressment  of
American seamen to serve on Dritish ships of war; and to such
an extent was this outrage practiced, that in September, 1808,
there were forcibly detained in the British navy three thousand
two hundired and eighteen Amervican seamen. The navy of
the United States at the same period employed but one thou-
sand four hundred and twenty-five seamen, or less than one-
half the number of those who were impressed by the DBritish,

The embargo, be it remembered, was laid upon all ships and
vessels in the ports of the United States hound for any foreign
port or place, and the act forbade the issning of elearaneces to
all ships except those under the divection of the President of
the United States. The President was furthermore authorized
to give such instroctions to officers of the revenue as shonld
appear to be best adapted to carry the law into effect.

The orders immediately given were so stringent, that not
even a small coasting vessel was allowed to leave port without
having an endorsement of  the colleetor and naval officer upon
its papers. More effectually to carry out the President’s in-
structions, it became necessary to guard every port and harbor
of importance with armed bhoats, which were known as “Jeffer-
son’s Gun Doats,” and were supposed to maintain a vigilant
wateh for vessels whose masters were ready to go to sea, should
opportunity offer. 'Whether the gun boats always kept a strict
lookout off our harbor can be ascertained by consulting some
of the ancient log-books to be seen in the archives of our own
Historical Society.

One of the most important results which the supporters of
the act hoped to see, as a consequence of the embargo, was
great distress and suffering in the DBritish West Indies, caused
by the absence of American breadstuffs and provisions, It was
thought, that to avert such dire results, England would will-
ingly accede to the demands made by the United States, “ that
American vessels should forever be exempt from search hy
British ernisers.”
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In that expectation, however, the friends of the act were
dizappointed. The Dritish islands, though greatly inconven-
ienced, and obliged to pay exorbitant rates for food, were sup-
plied from Europe and Canada with many of the articles nsu-
ally imported from America; and thronghont the islands gen-
erally were cultivated in innmense quantities the cereals indig-
enons to the soil.

More than this was done by the DBritish Islanders, who saw
distress, and perhaps famine, likely to ensue from a protracted
embargo in the ports of the United States on food-laden ships,
All American vessels which were in the various islands were
at once embargoed and foreed to land their eargoes. In Bar-
bados, when the news of our embargo was received in that
place, there were lyving in the bay thirty-one American vessels
laden with flour and grain, waiting for an opportunity to force
the blockade of the French islands. They were all compelled
to discharge their cargoes, which were sold of course for the
benetit of their owners.

The inducements held ont by the English islands to tempt
the violation of the embargo, were both numerons and enticing,
Proclamations issned by the colonial governors were sent to
(fanada, and thenee widely distributed in the sea-port towns of
the United States, These documents gave our people notice
of the temporary abolition of all duties on produce of the
[nited States, and” eargoes were landed free of all cost to the
vessels_taking them to the islands.  Preminms were offered to
those shipmasters who should bring the largest cargoes of
breadstuffs ; all charges and expenses nsually incurred by ships
visiting foreign ports were for the time to be borne hy the
several island governments; in fine, nothing was left undone,
which counld induee the American merchants to send ont their
ships to the West Indies.

Nor did the Dritish government do less than the colonial
authorities. Ovrders were transmitted to all cominanders of
His Majesty’s ships directing them not to molest or interrupt
in any way or manner American vessels laden with provisions,
lumber, or cattle, bound for any Dritish port: and partienlar
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instruetions were issued to all officers of His Majesty’s enstoms
throughout the West Indies and Sonth America, requiring
them to overlook the fact, should clearances and registers of
American vessels be irregular.

These great and manifold indueements naturally made not a
few shipowners eager to avail themselves of the advantages
arising from the fabulous prices to be obtained in the West
Indies for American cereals,

In the early days of the embargo, many vessels from north-
ern ports succeeded in getting to sea; and two brigantines
from our city, eluding the vigilance of the gun-boats, reached
the West Indies, and at Saint Christopher’s realized npon their
cargoes 550 per cent.  Their cargoes were composed of flour,
and they sold it at 354 per barrel. i

Such instances were rare.  Those two were in fact the only
ones in which New Iaven capital was interested; and the
commerce of the port in general, with the rest of the sea-ports
of the country, was practically dead. From Maine to Mary-
land prevailed one feeling of diseontent and indignation, par-
ularly so in New York and New England, where many of the
inhabitants witnessed the main source of their livelihood cnt
off, meaning to thousands nothing less than penury and starva-
tion.

In July, 1808, there were lying embargoed in the port of
New York 666 American vessels: in Boston, 310: in DBalti-
more, 335; in Philadelphia, 190; in Portland, 187 ; in New-
buryport, 160 ; and in New Haven, 75,

Here in our own eity great distress was immediately observed,
* Month after month passed away and not a sail was allowed to
be unfurled in ounr lately cheerful and busy harbor. Not a
ghip was to be seen discharging her cargo at our wharves. The
stores and warehionges of our merchants were well nigh deserted
and empty. Their merchandise was valueless.  The cheerful
voice of the sailor and the hammer of the shipwright were to
be heard no more. Their figures, as they scowled nupon the
wharves, or wandered listlessly along the streets, told too
plainly, that their oceupation was at an end.”
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In Salem, with a population of 9,560 persons, 1,200 were
daily fed at the public soup honse. The same thing was done
in Portland, and also in our own town.

There were very few citizens of New Iaven, in 1807, who
were not either directly or indirectly dependent upon foreign
commerce. Above one hundred shipwrights were living in the
place. Engaged in trade with foreign lands were eighty-two
vessels. Thirty-two eommereial houses in foreign trade were
to be seen on Long Wharf and State street.  With these facts
before us, it is no diffienlt matter to imagine the inconvenienee,
annovance, and even suffering, cansed by the embargo, or as it
was frequently called in the New Haven vernacular, * the dam-
bargo.”’

It is not surprising that some of the merchants of our eity in
those days, having little or no business wherewith to oceupy
themselves, fell into evil ways—one of which was to visit too
frequently = J. K. L.”

In 1791, the brig * Naney™ bronght from Saint Croix, to
Atwater and Daggett, a cargo of rum, for one puncheon of
which no owner ever appeared; and in an upper story of the
warehonse it had been fining and mellowing for nearly twenty
years, The eask was marked in large black letters, *J. K. L.”
When the embargo put a stop to the importation of the princi-
pal ingredient of their toddy, the old merchants bethought
themselves of the ownerless puncheon of rum ; and during the
embargo, repeated visits were made to the warehouse loft.
* Let us go for some *J. K. L became the nsnal post-prandial
expression of several of those benighted men.  So constant and
faithful were the visits to J. K. L. by that band of embargoed
merchants, that, when the repeal of the act was effected and
some of the more abstemions ones proposed to drink the health
of the American Congress in Santa Cruz rum, a visit to the
puncheon revealed the sad faet, that it was standing *on end
and empty.”

[t is doubtful whether in any part of the country there was
more indignation eaused by the embargo act than in New Ha-
ven. There was a town meeting held in our city, August 20,
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1808, of which Eliznr Goodrich was moderator. It was unani-
mously voted, that Elias Shipman, Noah Webster, David Dag-
gett, Jonathan Ingersoll, and Thomas Painter, Esquires, be a
committee to prepare an address to Thomas Jefferson, Presi-
dent of the United States, praying for a modification or suspen-
sion of the embargo laws. In accordance with the vote of - the
meeting, an address to the president was prepared by the com-
mittee. It wasa long and earnest appeal, in which were clearly
set forth the evils arising from the embargo. The document
closed as follows:

“In every view of this subject, your memorialists conceive a continu-
ance of the Embargo to be as distressing as it is impolitic, and far more
injurious to our own people than to any other Nation. We therefore
request that—in pursuance of the Power vested in you as President of
the United States by an act of Congress for that purpose—the operations
of the several laws imposing an Embargo may be tminediately sus-
pended.”

On the 10th of September came a reply from My, Jefferson,
saying that, “no one knew better than himself the inconven-
ience caused by the embargo, but that the Legislature alone
could preseribe the course to be pursued.”

In the antumn of the year 1308, the shipowners of our town,
seeing no indications that the embargo would be removed, dis-
mantled their ships and laid them up to await the advent of
more propitious times,

Many of the seamen who were in the hapit of sailing from
our port, journeyed to the British Provinces, where they re-
mained till the embargo was removed, while others, who had
their families to care for, were forced to remain and subsist
upon the publie charities.

The newspapers of that day often contained vigorous lam-
poons regarding the embargo. One of them will bear repeti-
tion here. It appeared in the Brattlcborongh Witness, Sep-
tember 1, 1508,

12
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“EMBARGO.,

Why is the embargo intended by Mr. Jefferson to be like a circle?
Because it is to have no end.
Why is the embargo like a poor portrait painter ?
Because it makes many bad looking faces,
Why is the embargo like the jaw bone of an ass?
Because it has slain its thousands,
Why is the embargo like the fifth wheel of a coach?
Because it is of no manner of use,
Why is the embargo like couching for the cataract ?
Because it makes those who were before partially blind see clearly.
‘Why is the embargo like an incurably sore finger?
Because it ought to be taken off.
Why is the embargo like red wine when we have no white?
Because it makes us stick to Port.
Why is the embargo like the sting of ingratitude ?
Because it is painful to bear,
Why is the embargo like good strong coffee ?
Because Bonaparte is remarkably fond of it.
LASTLY.
Why is the embargo like Erench influence in the United States Cab-
inet?
Because unless speedily removed it will be the ruin of
AMERICA.

The anniversary of the passage of the embargo act was ob-
served in New Haven by many tokens of umllmilng and des-
pondeney. At T o’clock on that day the flags of all the ship-
ping were displayed at half mast, and at 9 o'clock a procession
was formed in Fleet street, comprising all classes and grades of
society., It was led by a young man clad in mourning and
mounted on a black horse. e carried in his hand a banner
on which was inseribed the legend :

Bonaparte—** O-grab-me,"

The motto presents, in the latter part of the line, the anagram
of embargo.

Following the leader were many seamen neatly dressed, with
erape attached to their left arms.  Six of them bore a boat, the
flag of which was at half mast, shrouded in mourning, being
emblematical of the Constitution of the United States,
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Throngs of people joined the procession as it passed throngh
State and Chapel streets to the Green. When the head of the
column reached the Green, it was estimated that 1,400 persons
were in line, being nearly one-fourth of the population of the
city. After an address had been delivered to them, the people
were dismissed, and those who had taken part in the procession
quietly returned to their homes,

At the session of the (veneral Assembly in Oectober, 1808,
Governor Trumbull reflected in severe terms on the act of em-
bargo, and said, in his address to the House:

“However pressed by existing circumstances, the people of this State,
I believe, have been quite as observant of the embargo regulations as
any of our neighbors,

“The efficacy of this experiment has been as fairly tested within our
jurisdiction as perhaps in any part of the United States; but amidst
heavy and severe injuries to our trade, and many privations to our citi-
zens, we have yet to learn what are to be its benefits in a rational point
of view.

1 say this not to weaken yvour confidence in the laws of the Union,
nor to discourage you in their full and fais observance. So long as the
embargo laws exist, it is our duty faithfully and patiently to obey them.”

Resolutions were passed during that session on this subjeet.
They called on Congress in powerful langnage, and urged that
body to repeal a law whieh “upon eool and impartial reflection
appears to this Assembly to be unnecessary and grievous.”

Mr. Hillhouse, at the time our representative at Washington,
said in his speech on this topie before the House: “ My people
are not bownd to submit, and in my opinion, they will not sub-
mit to such laws.”

Early in 1509, the President issued his proclamation declar-
ing the embargo at an end, but that an aet of non-intercourse
would take effect on the 20th of May, 1809, by which DBritish
and French vessels would be forbidden the use of American
ports, and until that time the laws of the embargo acts were to
be observed.

This news was received in our city with every demonstration
of joy: and at a splendid subseription dinner spread in M.
Butlei’s famous tavern, the following toasts were drank :
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“The State of Connecticut. Here's to the ship that has weathered
the storm.

“*New England. The ocean is her birthright : her sons will never flee
to the mountains,

‘* Non-intercourse, the embargo, and non-importation acts. The shells
of these terrapins are cracked.

* American sailors. They were never made for weavers nor land-lub-
bers.”

Mr. Green, in his newspaper of June 15th, wrote :

“The 10th of June was a day of unusual animation in this ecity. . . .

“Omn this auspicious day commerce was partially relieved of its oppres-
sive shackles, and disburdened of its most embarrassing regulations.

* The enterprising merchant, and adventurous navigator, companions
in the chances and experiments of fortune, are now at liberty to
embark upon an element. the free use and benefits of which the great
Creator designed for the commercial and civilized world. Unrestrained
by that fallacious policy which proseribed a meritorious and prosperous
class of citizens, and prohibited their right to the ocean, trade it is hoped
will now resume its accustomed channels, and the American mariner
become a joint proprietor of the seas.

“The schemes of enterprise, blessed with the auspices of Heaven, will
feed the mouth of labor with that precious bread for which it has pined,
and diffuse its blessings through the nation.

** Poor Jack, confiding in that mysterious and protecting Power who
sits aloft, and protected by the government, will quit his dignified retire-
ment to ride upon the waves, cheered with the prospect of employ,
and content with his hardy fare and o'erflowing can.

““ The husbandman will carol at the plough, and cultivate his fields with
joy, pleased with the hopes that the surplus productions of his labor will
command a ready market : and the mechanic, as he plies the tools of
his art, will find a cure for the spleen of disconragement, when his hands
are no longer paralyzed by the poverty of the times,

““Should respect to commerce and regard to the prosperity of New
England deter the government from any future acts of national suicide,
this section of the Union will cheerfully contribute to the support of its
dignity, and pride itself in being foremost in the maintenance of its
rights and permanency.”

Now that the dreaded embargo was removed, althongh the
maritime interests of our town still suffered from the non-inter-
course act, the old time enterprise of New Haven again asserted
itself, and the wheels of industry were once more set in motion.
All was bustle and activity. Vessels which, for nearly eighteen
months, had been “laid up,” were loosed from their moorings,
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taken to the wharves, and outfitted for sea. The ropewalks, of
which there were four in the town, were husy at work; and
the numerous mechanical trades, which are so intimately allied
to navigation, were again in the enjoyment of occupation.
From the adjoining country towns came great numbers of
farmers with their staples, which were speedily purchased,

So quickly did the New Haven men improve their opportu-
nity, that in one month after the embargo was annulled, thirty-
three vessels had been refitted, loaded, and sent to the Duteh
and Swedish islands of the Caribbean, from which places were
sent, in fast-sailing Dritish and French schooners, articles de-
signed for the Windward Islands. From that period till the
war with Great Britain in 1812, a constant and rapid apprecia-
tion in the maritime interests of our eity was to be ohserved.
We can have no stronger evidence of the enterprise and activ-
ity of the old New Ilaven merchants than the faet, that in a
few months after the embargoed vessels were released, the
American ensign was flying from the gaffs of New Haven ves-
sels in the ports of Saint Petersburg, Cronstadt, Hamburg,
Lisbon, Cadiz, Bordeanx, Liverpool, London, Cork, Mogadore,
along the Spanish Main, and in the far distant ports of Batavia,
(fanton, and Polo Penang. Some of the vessels visiting these
ports were employed in carrrying freight for New York mer-
chants; but far the greater number were making their weary
voyages under the direction of their owners in New Haven.

Throughout New England, a bitter feeling was still exhibited
towards the govermment at the non-repeal of the non-inter-
course and non-importation acts. Dy these acts no vessel could
receive clearance papers for a British West India colony ; and
by the latter act, a British vessel was not allowed to bring the
produce of the islands to an American port,

(Great Britain of course retaliated, and enacted laws, that no
American ships, at any of the British islands or colonies in the
West Indies should receive cargoes of the produce of these
places, unless they came there laden with the produce of the
[United States,

I doubt whether anyv more logical remark was made regard-
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ing the hurtfulness of the non-intercourse act, than one made
at the old Albany tavern in June, 1809.

* Have you heard the news " asked a demoerat in the gen-
eral room of the tavemn.

“What news " inquired a hystander.

“ Why, the Congress has repealed the embargo laws,” said
the first speaker.

“Yes,” replied a young man in a distant part of the room,
“in the same way that my father used to relieve his poor old
horse.  When the fetters galled him on one side, he took them
off, and put them on the other.”

On the 10th of May, 1810, the non-intercourse act was re-
pealed, and about the same time the non-importation act ceased
to be enforced.  The Dritish government, in the spirit of mu-
tual concession, forthwith made new regulations, which were
uninterrupted till the war of 1812.

Caarrer IX.

THE MARITIME INTERESTS OF NEW HAVEN IN RELATIONM TO
THE WAR WITH GREAT BRITAIN.

The repeal of the non-intercourse and non-importation aets
permitted eompmeree with the Windward Islands to renew its
activity, subject to no restrictions and interdietion, and many
of the New Haven ships were sent to those ports. We are
told that great energy was displayed in the effort to determine
which of the numerous vessels in our harbor should be the first
to proceed to sea under the new régime in commereial affairs,

The ship *“ Julins Ciesar ™ was the fortunate vessel, followed
in three hours by the bargue “ Maria,” m:mnmndur_] by the late
Captain James Goodrich. i

['rom that period till the declaration of war with Great Brit-
ain, a very extensive commerce was maintained with all of the
British colonies in the West Indies. During the two years fol-
lowing the repeal of the restrictive and burdensome acts, those
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who had a part in the foreign trade of New Haven were gen-
erally sneeessful.  Many shipowners, however, tempted by the
enormonsly high prices paid for American productions in the
blockaded ports of the Freneh West Indies, endeavored under
cover of night to run through the blockading squadron. In
not a few instances they succeeded; but they often paid a
heavy penalty by the capture and confiscation of their vessels.

Many of our merchants also lost their vessels by capture
while trying to enter the Dutch ports of the West Indies,
which were likewise blockaded. This was the fate of the fine
new brigs, * Mereury,” *“Julia,” and “ Argo,” of this port, all
of which were captured the same day by the same frigate, sent
to Jamaica, and confiseated; entailing heavy losses upon the
OWNETE,

In November, 1810, the long desired news reached the
United States, that the French government had revoked the
Berlin and Milan deeree, under which obnoxions law so many
New Haven vessels had come to grief.  From this period till
the declaration of war with Great Britain, a satisfactory in-
erease was visgible in the foreign commerce of New Haven,

Many new vessels were built, others were purchased at other
ports and bronght here for registry, all being of larger dimen-
gions than those of former days.

It was about this time that the ** Derby Fishing Company ™
was in its most prosperous condition.

This company (famous in its day), was organized in ITull's
tavern in Derby, January 15, 1807. It carried on a very ex-
tensive fishing business on the Newfoundland Banks, taking
the fish to Euﬁ}pt‘: and the West Indies, and bringing home the
produets of those respective countries, Several of its vessels
sailed regularly to Lisbon and ports in the Mediterranean,
bringing home to New Haven cargoes of wine, oil, and salt.
The company used the latter in preparing its fish.

The capital subseribed at the first meeting was, according to
the act of incorporation, fifty thonsand dollars, It was soon
inereased, and made two hundred thousand, the inerease being
allotted in shares of twenty-five dollars each.
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The transactions of the company were, for that period, im-
mense ; and the duties which it paid during several years were
equal to those paid by the three largest commereial houses of
the port.

No extensive was its business transactions, that at one time a
chest of specie, which was bronght to Derby, required eight
men to take it from the wagon and place it in the vault of the
Derby bank. The bank building was the brick edifice still
standing at Derby Narrows,

The newspapers of that day often spoke in high praise of the
fine vessels owned by the company.  Among these vessels were
the * Vietor” = l\':l'ﬂgutn{-]: " (which {Ii.t-‘.appu:u*et_l at sea),
“ Charles,” “ Housatonic,” * Lark,” * Sally,” ¢ Patriot,” * Der-
by,” and * Keziah.” This latter ship, in 1810, brought sixty
Irish emigrants to New Haven direet from DBelfast.

The stock of the company was owned in New Haven and
Derby 3 and at its ineeption several of the most eminent mer-
chants of our town were directors, Mr., Ebenezer Townsend
being one of the most prominent.

After a few years of prosperity, the tide ebbed. Disasters
overtook the company: several of its ships were lost at sea;
others were captured and sold by the Dritish and French admni-
ralty orders; men to whom goods had been sold could not
pay for them; and finally, in the summer of 1815, the com-
pany failed and made a disastrons ending.®

The * Eagle Bank ™ was organized abont this period, January
1, 1812, The books were opened for subseription at John
Clarke’s tavern, giving a generous public an opportunity to
take five thousand shares at one hundred dollars eache The
hank at once began business in the store next west of the New
[Maven DBank. The first installment paid upon the stock was
fitteen dollars per share, and thizs sum was fifteen dollars more
than the stockholders eventually received for each share. Tm-
pradent loaning of money and general mismanagement ruined
the institution after a brief period of existence.

* During the first few years of the company’s existence, the directors

voted the president a salary of 31,500 a year. The last year their vote
made it six and one-guarter cents,
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On the 4th of April, 1812, an embargo was laid by Mr.
Madison upon all vessels for ninety days. All ships were for-
bidden to sail for a foreign port under a penalty of twenty
thousand dollars. This embargo was soon followed by the first
rumors that war was probable between the United States and
Great Britain. The commercial men of New Haven were
among the earliest of American merchants to take the alarm,
They saw what a dearth and searcity of imported goods would
ensue in case of a war with England, and at onee ordered their
ships home with such eargoes as could be procured at the ports
where they ehanced to be.

Even so recently as 1812 the manunfacturing interest of the
United States was in its infaney ; and manufactures in New
Haven were almost unknown. It was necessary to import from
Europe many articles which are now manufactured in nearly
every village of New England.

[n 1810, the most important manufactured articles in New
Haven were:

B D R S e e T 10,300 yards.
LT e O e e e s T b 881 ¢
R ALY A e S e ma e 1,681 @

To New IHaven, as [ have said, came large and valuable car
goes of goods of every description, particularly of hardware
and dry goods. One enterprising merchant, doubtless fore-
seeing what would be the probable requirement of a large por-
tion of his townsmen (in case they should be rendered idle by
the expected war), imported in his ninety ton brig from Saint
Martin’s a eargo consisting of but two articles—gin and sugar.

One cargo of hardware and iron, imported into New Ilaven
by the ship ** Ann,” paid the United States a duty of $87,431.
It was a handsome sum, the largest amount of duty, if I mistake
not, ever paid on the cargo of a single vessel in the history of
this port. This particular cargo was brought to no less than
forty-six consignees who were living in different sections of the
State.

From the many West Indian ports, the New Haven vessels
hastened home, bringing rich and valuable eargoes,

13
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At last, on the 19th of June, 1812, President Madison issued
his proclamation, in which he stated the many grievances, in-
dignities, and insults that the [Tnited States had received from
Great Britain, and declared that war existed between the re-
spective countries.  He called upon all good citizens, and urged,
as they loved their conuntry, as they valued the precions heri-
tage derived from the virtue and valor of their fathers, as they
felt the wrongs which had forced upon the country the last
resort of injured nations, and as they consulted the best means
under the blessings of Divine Providenee to abridge the calam-
ities of war, that they would exert themselves to preserve order,
to promote concord, to maintain the authority of the laws, and
to support and encourage all measures which might be adopted
by the constituted authorities for obtaining a speedy, a just,
and an honorable peace.

This particular appeal to the country was coolly received
thronghont New England, and particularly so in Conneeticut,

On the 2d of July in that year, Governor Strong of Massa-
chusetts issned a proclamation, setting apart the 23d day of the
same month as a day of fasting and’ prayer, that the war and
its terrible calamities might be averted.

This example was followed by the governors of most of the
New England States, and of New York and Pennsylvania.

In our own State, a feeling inimieal and hostile to the gen-
eral government was engendered, The several embargo and
non-intercourse acts had caused the merchants and shipowners
gevere trials in their commercial pursuits ; and now that war
was to be added to the list, they had reason for solicitude and
dread when they feared that a lLlIL‘tlTll}II of the disasters of the
early colonists was about to visit them.

A few only of the New Haven shipowners ventured to send
their vessels away from their moorings in and about the harbor.
Some, however, ran the risk of capture by the Dritish eruisers,
and found at the French ports in the West Indies a ready zale
for their cargoes. The shipowners generally dismantled their
vessels and took them np Dragon river, some of the smallest
being towed as far as North Haven, where they remained until
the close of the war,
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In consequence of these reasonable precautions, many sea-
faring men were forthwith deprived of all means of supporting
themselves and their families. At that period there were by
connt over six hundred seamen living in New Haven. A large
part of these immediately entered the navy ; others Elli}‘]il‘:tl n
the privateers then fitting out here and elsewhere ; many
formed themselves into a company, which was known as the
* Ring Bolt Guard,” and which did good service in assisting to
erect the rude fortifications on Beacon Hill. They also had
charge of the Dlock House which stood at the extreme end of
the pier. Others were employed on the gun-boats which at nigth
patrolled the lower portion of our harbor to prevent the patri-
otic eitizens of our town from carrying supplies to the Dritish
squadron employed in blockading the Sound at its entrance,

Very few of those who visit the ruins of the old fort on

seacon Il have any idea of the great interest which its eree-
tion ereated in New Haven and the surrounding villages, In
our own town, those who were unable to give their days’ work,
sent substitutes, The carpenters of the eity spent their day
there in a body. So, too, did the masons, blacksmiths, ship-
wrights, sailmakers, ete. From the neighboring towns, came
large delegations, sometimes eamping on the hillside and remain-
ing two or more days. From Cheshire came Col. Hull at the
head of one hundred and thirty men, who spent three days at
the work. When they passed through the city, they stopped
for a short time on the Green, where they were saluted with
the discharge of cannon and refreshments were served to them.
On one day eame seventy-five sturdy farmers from North Ha-
ven under the direction of Dr. Trumbull, the historian of our
State, then in his gseventy-cighth year. Joseph Whiting came
with the same number of men from the town of Hamden, and
large delegations came from Branford, Naungatuck, Derby, and
as far up the valley as Watertown.

Soon after the establishment of the blockade, a very com-
plete code of signals was nsed between this fortification, Fort
Hale, and the Bloek House on the pier: and all movements of
the enemy’s ships and tenders were at once signaled to the
eity.
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Nogooner had war been declared than the eruisers and priva-
teers of hoth nations swarmed on our eoast; and within the
first three months of the war, no fewer than one .Jhundred and
eighty-five American vessels of all deseriptions had been taken
bv the British. Of this number

1089 were sent to Halifax and Bermuda.
22 were burnt at sea,
14 were retaken by the Americans,
33 were released,
T were lost at sea.

(M the whole nmmber, four only hailed from New Haven.

It is a singular coincidence, that there were, during the same
period, one hundred and eighty-five DBritish vessels also cap-
tured by our countrymen. Of these, one hundred and sixteen
were sent into Ameriean ports, some of them representing large
amounts of money.

No history or sketeh of the maritime interests of New Haven
wonld be faithfully narrated, if the story of our privateers were
left untold.  Their enterprise, skill, and courage must be re-
corded as a memorial for coming generations. I regret, how-
ever, that I am foreed to write that onr privateersmen eame
home poorer than “1{!:,.' went ont.

There were several privateers that sailed from New Haven,
Among them were the “ Quinnipiack,” “ Sauey Talk,” “ New
Broom,” * Teazer,” * Wasp,” and “Aectress.” The * New
Broom,” was commanded by Israel Bishop of New Haven, and
was captured by the Somerset and sent into New York.

[ must tell the story of the “Actress.” She was a fine, fast-
sailing sloop of sixty tons, and had for a erew forty-two young,
able-bodied, New Haven county men, every one of whom was
anxions to make his fortune by privateering.  For an armament
the sloop carried eight small guns, with the usual assortment of
small arms, eutlasses, hmal'din};;-pikea, ete.

The commander of the “ Actress™ was John Lumsden, an
Englishman by birth, but a naturalized American. He was an
able seaman and had eommanded several of the best New Ha-
ven ships. His officers were experienced sailors: and thus



ANCIENT MARITIME INTERESTS OF NEW HAVEN. 101

appointed, she sailed from Long Whart on the evening of the
11th of July, 1812, “on a crnise.” Reaching the open sea
early next morning, every thing on board the privateer was
put into shipshape order, and a six weeks’ cruise agreed upon.
Sharp and anxious eyes seanmed the horizon; for a reward of
fifty dollars was promised to the man who shounld first desery
a vessel that should prove to be a * Britisher.”

Nothing, however, was seen for several days, and the ship’s
company began to think privateering slow work, and to long
for their farms, when, to the joy of all, at daylreak, July 19th,
on the northern edge of the Gulf Stream, a man on the fore-
topmast rigging eried out: * Sail ho !!!" with the singular pro-
longation of sound that no landsman ean imitate.

“Where away " bawled the officer in charge of the deck.

“A mile to In'ard,” was the reply, and then came the wel-
come words, *and a Britisher too.”

True it was. In a few moments the mist lifted, and less
than a mile to the leeward of the privateer lay a huge DBritish
ship, to all appearances a merchantman. There she lay, with
all her three topsails mastheaded, waiting for the mornii
breeze to spring np.

From the fact that the topsails were * mastheaded,” i. e.,
hauled up to the head of the topmast, the privateersmen ae-
cepted it as a sure sign that the stranger was a merchant vessel
and her capture was certain. There was on board the sloop a
great contrast to the dullness of the previous days. Muskets,
cutlasses and boarding pikes were brought on deck, cleaned
and put in order; the little eight-pounders were swahbed ont,
loaded, and a supply of powder and shot placed near them,
Aboard the * Aetress,” excitement and bustle were everywhere
from stem to stern.

I am told that when the commander first saw the ship, he
was in the ordinary costume of a New Haven privateersman,
namely, a tarpaulin hat, red shirt, and a pair of blue trousers
“cat-harpinned at the knee.” When he was satisfied that a
prize was soon to fall into his hands, he retired to his eabin to
array himself in a becoming manner, and shortly afterwards

ir
12
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appeared on his quarter deck elad in a blue suit with red fae:
ings, and a cocked hat, all of which were loaned him by a
Foxon militia eaptain, Jednthan Bradley by name.

Sword by his side and speaking trumpet under his arm, the
donghty sailor trod his weather deck, and after feasting his
eyes for several minutes upon the Britisher, he gave his helms-
man orders to put up the wheel. Forthwith the Actress,”
with her two score valiant New Haveners, bore down upon the
stranger ; and so eertain was commander Lumsden and his erew
of securing the prize, that a crew of eighteen men were imme-
diately told off to carpy the ship into New London, if possible
but into Boston at all hazards.

All hands judged the helpless Englishman to be a London
tea-ship from Canton bound for Boston, and of course ignorant
that war had been declared. They eonsidered, therefore, that
their fortunes were made, and that lives of ease and luxury
awaited them at home.

Just before the  Actress” left Long Wharf, a friend of the
commander and a part owner of the vessel had put on board a
quarter cask of Jamaica rum, requesting that it should be
drunk when the first prize should be captured. The eaptain and
erew reckoning to a certainty that the Englishman was as good
as captured, it was now proposed to drink the rum without fur-
ther delay. The captain at first opposed it ; but after the prize
erew had explained to him, that if #hey were sent aboard the
ship they would lose their share, he gave his consent. The
cask was accordingly hoisted on deck and broached. The liba-
tions were heavy and frequent. :

In the meantime the privateer had been gradually nearing
the ship, apparently nnnoticed by the leviathan; and when
within speaking distance, Captain Lumsden, in a voice tremu-
lous with patriotic pride, hailed the ship.

In a moment the answer came back : *“The Spartan of Lon-
don.”

At the mention of this name a peeculiar expression, we are
told, was visible in the faces of many of the privateersmen,
several pairs of jaws chattered, many knees knocked feelingly
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one against another, and eans half emptied were laid upon the
deck (a rare proceeding.in those days), hecanse the * Spartan ”
was the well known name of one of the fleet blockading New
London. It was the name of one that had caunsed a wholesome
dread to be entertained all along our shores from the Vineyard
to Sandy ook, She had for several months harried our eoast,
her vigilant commander hoasting that nothing escaped him.
Only two weeks previous to Captain Lumsden’s experience
with her, she had chased, eaptured, and sent into Halifax, the
splendid American ship “ Melanethon,” hound from Valparaizo
to Boston with a eargo of copper ore valued at $350,000,

Our privateersmen, however, soon recovered their courage
and coolness, and reasoned : the * Spartan ™ is a frigate ; this is
a helpless Indiaman hailing from London. Captain Lumsden
now drew himself up to his full height. In a manner as im-
posing as he could assume. he roared out : * Consider your ship
a prize to the United States privateer * Aetress.”  Send yonr
papers aboard.”

The commander of the * Spartan,” who afterwards attained
the highest post in the British navy, was in his way a wag, and
he made answer: * Really now, eaptain, would you ask that I,
the commander of suech a ereat ship as this, should strike my
flag to such a little fellow as you ¢

The reply from the New Haven Nelson, liberally garnished
with his country’s oaths, was: * Strike, or I'll fire into yon.”

A moment thereafter the shrill sound of a boatswain’s whistle
was heard, and suddenly, as if by magie, the ports on each side
of the ship were triced np, exposing to view ahout sixty heavy
guns. At the same time a cheery, wholesome voice said:
“ Come to our gangway, and we'll hoist you in.”

Never was an order obeyed with more alaerity ; and amidst
the langhter of derision and scorn, the © Actress ™ was swept
alongside. At eight a. M., with a prize erew of ten men, she
was on her course for Halifax, Ier valiant erew were divided.
Half were transferred to the frigate, and half left on board of
the privateer. They all returned to New Ilaven some weeks
afterwards ; but without their cruiser,



104 ANCIENT MARITIME INTERESTR OF NEW HAVEN.

The brig “ Holkar ™ was fitted ont in New York as a priva-
teer: but Captain Rowland, unable to ship the erew (which he
wished to be exclusively Americans) in New York, decided to
come to New IHaven to complete his ship’s company ; and on a
Sunday morning in October, 1812, the brig dropped anchor in
the Cove. She began at once a heavy cannonading from her
battery of sixteen guns. The townspeople, especially those in
the churches, were alarmed at the noise. Many feared that
some of the enemy’s ships had begun to destroy the town.
The firing continned for more than two hours. Then the
Ameriean ensien was displayed at the brig’s masthead, and two
hoats, erowded with sailors, left her side, and were ]JIIHL'(]
towards the pierhead. The lientenant in charge of the party
landed, eand soon after notified the large erowd that had col-
lected about him, that the vessel at anchor was the privateer
brig * Holkar,” Commander Rowland, bound on a ecruise
through the West Indies, and along the coast of Drazil, and
had come here to ship the part of her erew yet lacking, namely
gixty men.  Ovwver one hundred were then on board. The lien-
tenant held forth the most flattering induecements to those who
wonld =hip, and he dwelt particularly upon the rieh prizes
which they would be sure to pick up off Brazil. Iis argu-
ments were so effeetive that on the first day more than twenty
seaten enrolled themselves on board the = Holkar.”

But there was vigorous opposition in New IHaven to the
shipping of a privateer erew ; for even at that early date, many
of our people were strong in their denunciation of privateering.
However, the news that a privateer was reerniting in New
Haven harbor soon reached the ears of the old sailors who were
living in adjoining towns, and down to the Wharf hastened
these men of the sea, and by Thursday noon the sixty men de-
sired were selected and ghipped. Shortly afterwards there was
another somewhat heavy cannonade; the brig sheeted home
her topsails, and went down the Sound to sea.

This privateer made many captures ; but none of great value.
One of her prizes was the East Indiaman “ Surrur,” which the
British government had chartered to convey two hundred con-



ANCIENT MARITIME INTERESTS OF NEW HAVEN. 105

viet women to Botany Bay. After a long chase, the * Surrur”
struck her flag to the “ Holkar;” and a prize erew having been
put on board, she was taken into St. Nicholag, Cape de Verde
Islands, where, to the delight of the eonviets, they were put on
shore and their liberty given to them. A few weeks subse-
quently, the “Holkar™ was overhauled by the seventy-four
“ Romulns,” and after a long and exeiting chase, captured and
sent to St. Helena. One of the erew who joined the privateer
in onr port is still living, Augnstus Willonghby of Branford.

Several privateers were manned in large part by New Haven
sailors, and did good service. This was the case with the * Sa-
bine,” whose erew were shipped here, thongh she sailed from
New York. In the British Channel, off Dover, she fell in with
the “Countess of IHarcourt,” 520 tons, six heavy guns, and
ninety men. She took her: and this was the very Guineaman
for whose capture the “Sabine™ was especially fitted out.
The prize was of great value—ome of the most valuable eap-
tured during the war. The “Sabine™ was the privateer, a
part of whose crew rowed in a whale boat the entire distance
from Charleston, South Carolina, to New York.

Within a few months after war had been declared, the Brit-
ish Government saw the necessity of encouraging the exporta-
tion of American breadstoffs to its colonies in the West Indies
and Bermuda, and aceordingly transmitted orders to the Ad-
miral in command of the blockading fleet, who in turn sent the
same to the several commanders, that neutral vessels might
enter certain blockaded ports of the United States.

New Haven was one of the ports designated; and for sev-
eral months, large numbers of Spanish, Swedish, Portugunese,
Norwegian, and even Russian vessels crowded into our harbor.
All of these ships, except a few from Lisbon, came from ports
in the West Indies. Most of them, and their masters, rejoiced
in nunpronounceable foreign names ; but there were many whose
appearance indicated that they were Dritish vessels, and even
some, that they were American vessels, in disguise. This so-
called nentral trade was so extensive, that in one day, July 10,
1813, there were entered at thizs port no fewer than sixteen
foreign ships, and there were cleared twenty.

14
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A trade so important could not eontinue long without at-
tracting the attention of the authorities at Washington, and on
the 20th of July, 1813, the President, Mr. Madison, sent to the
Senate and House of Representatives a confidential message,
recommending that an embargo be immediately placed upon
all vessels in the ports of the United States and bound on for-
eign voyages. In respect to this measure, the votes were cast
in the House, and eighty were in favor and fifty against it. In
the Senate it failed to pass, being favored by sixteen and op-
posed-by eighteen votes.

Most of the New England people, and particularly those of
Conneetient, considered this proposition an act of avowed hos
tility on the part of the President, who was acensed of a desire
to rnin what little trade there was left to their section of the
country ; and a feeling was at once aroused that led in due
time to the adoption of the resolutions presented to the dele-
gates from Massachuszetts, Vermont, Rhode Island, Connectient,
and New Hampshire, who met at Hartford, 15th December,
1814, in the convention whieh has become known to history as
“the Hartford Convention.”

Among the amendments to the eonstitution of the United
States recommended by this convention one was, that * Con-
gress shall not have the power to lay an embargo on ships
or vessels belonging to eitizens of the United States in the
ports or harbors thereof for more than sixty days.” Another
was this: * Congress shall not have power, withopt the concur-
rence of two thirds of both honses, to interdict the eommerecial
intercourse between the United States and any foreign nation
or the dependencies thereof.”

The report of this convention, with the resolutions above
stated, was, to quote from Hollister, “immediately published
to the world, and, as was naturally to be expected; filled the
whole country with execitement. Some hailed it with demon-
strations of lively joy, and others with hisses of derision ; some
called it patriotie, others averred that it was treasonable; some
made it their banner-cry, others were ready under other ban-
ners to go out and give battle to the men who dared to march
under it,”
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The proceedings of the convention were at once approved
by the Legislature of Massachusetts, hut the prevailing senti-
ment of the Union was opposed to it. The convention had
transacted its business with cloged doors: and although, in
doubtful times, the General Assembly of Connectient had
always dome the same, and even the very convention that had
adopted the constitution of the United States had done the
same, yet the delegates to the Hartford Convention were not
allowed to plead these precedents in answer to the charge that:
“Secreey was a badge of Frawd.”

Allusion has been made to this matter only for the purpose
of showing to what extremities we had arrived in Connecticut
when a State, ever prominent in its loyalty to the Union, eould
adopt and promulgate such sentiments as are to be ohserved in
many of the resolutions passed by this convention, composed of
so large a number of the eminent men of the several States that
have been named.

Those from Connecticut were Chauncey (Goodrich, James
Hilllouge, John Treadwell, Zephaniah Swift, Nathaniel Smith,
Calvin Goddard, and Roger Minot Sherman.

[ should have stated, that several months previous to the
eonvention at Hartford, Captain Oliver, of the frigate © Val-
iant,” and ecommodore of the blockading squadron, sent word
to New Haven by the skipper of a fishing smack, that “ ¢hepe
was no Wockade of New Haven.”

Encouraged by this message, several vessels were hastily fit-
ted ont and sent to sea; but, before they returned, Captain
Oliver issued an order, declaring that the Sound would be
in state of rigorous blockade after the sixth day of December,
that is, four days later than the date of his sweeping order.

This rigorous blockade, together with the act of embargo
passed IJ.‘!.:IUHH_:-__I:I'EEE«. January 1st, 1814, had the effect of en-
tirely closing the harbor of New Iaven to commercial enter-
prise. From that time until the close of the war, the foreign
commerce of the port may be said to have scarcely existed even
in name.

It was at this period that the whole country was admiring the
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courage and seamanship of Isaac Hull, a New Haven sailor,
He was born and bred in the neighboring town of Derby in
this county, IHe entered at an early age the profession which
he was destined to honor beyond any one of his countrymen
before him.  He held at first a lowly place on board of a eoast-
ing vessel belonging to his native town. Ie afterwards came
to New Haven and engaged himself on board of a West India-
man., He rose through the suecessive grades of his arduous
profession so rapidly that while vet a young man he com-
manded one of the most valuable ships sailing from the port.

soon after the commencement of the war, we find him eom-
mander of the * Constitution,” a ship as dear to Americans as
Nelson’s ship, * Vietory,” is to the DBritish people; and his
career in * Old Ironsides ™ is a noble part of American history.
In his engagement with the * Guerritre,” he eonvinced the
British navy that in him they had *a foeman worthy of their
steel,” in spite of the fact that they had the recent prestige of
Trafalgar and the Nile,

On the 19th of August, 1812, he gained this vietory, the
“Guerriere,” commanded by Daeres, being one of the fleet
which had shortly before prevented him from entering New
York harbor by way of Sandy Hook. In the battle the British
captain lost eighty of his erew, killed and wounded, while Cap-
tain Hull lost seven killed and seven wounded. Nothing more
clearly shows the severity of the firing than the fact that the
*Guerricre” was so riddled by the shot of the “ Constitution ™
as to make it necessary to burn her. She was in too helpless a
condition to be taken to port.

“Isaac did so maul and rake her
That the decks of Captain Dacres
Were in such a woeful pickle
As if death with scythe and sickle,
With his sling and with his shaft
Had cut his harvest fore and aft.

*Thus in thirty minutes ended
Mischief that could not be mended.
Masts and yards and ship descended,
All to David Joness locker.
Such a ship in such a pucker!” [O1d Song. ]
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Soon after the close of the war the legislature of Connecticut
resolved,

“That they entertain a high and respectful sense of the virtues,
gallantry and naval skill of their fellow citizen, Commodore Isaac
Hull ; that an elegant sword [now in Archives of State Department
at Washington] and pair of pistols, both mounted with gold, with
suitable inscription, and manufactured in this State, be procuared ; and
that his Excellency, the Governor, be respectfully requested to present
the same to the Commodore, with a copy of this resolution, as honorary
tokens of the high esteem in which he is held by the people of this State
for his personal worth and public services ; and that his Excellency be
- requested to do this in a manner which he shall deem most expressive of
the sincerity of our esteem,”

Among the most valned historical treasures of the New Ila-
ven Colony Historieal Soeiety are the two quaint portmanteanx
which were onee owned by the commodore.  The larger of the
two, which served as a reading desk when this History was
read before the society, was in Iull’s eabin when he fought the
“ Guerriere.”

The society has also the vote of thanks, handsomely engrossed
on parchment, presented to Commodore Hull by the General
Assembly of the State of New York, as well as®a document
showing that *“ the freedom of the city of Albany ™ was given
to the gallant sailor.

One word for the frigate © Constitution,” so intimately asso-
ciated with our New Iaven county hero who commanded her.
She was built at Boston in 1797 and became a famons ship by
her successes in the course of the war of 1512, during which
she defeated the * Guerriere,” the *Java,” and other Dritish
vessels. After serving many years on the different European
stations and several others, she was in 1849 the flag-ship of
Commodore Moulton in the Mediterranean, and in 1856 the
flag-ship of Commodore Mayo on the west coast of Afriea.
As a fighting vessel, she has for many years heen ont of date,
and was not used in suppressing the Rebellion.

A short time previous to the Centennial Exposition she was
thoronghly overhanled and visited by thousands of Americans.
She carried a eargo of goods from the [United States to the
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Paris exhibition, and visited in 1880 the city of Halifax and
several of the West Indian ports.

On the 15th of December, 1881, she was put out of commis-
sion, her flag hanled down, in the presence of a large number
of officers and men. Hereafter she will be known as a hulk
only, in the * Rotten Row™ of the Brooklyn navy yard.

During the blockade of the Sound, the roads between New
York and Boston presented a scene never hefore witnessed. It
was one which in all probability will never be repeated.  Strung
along this distanee were wagons going either way and convey-
ing merchandise of every kind and deseription.  The govern-
ment was foreed to transport all its vast supplies for the use of
the army and the navy by teams; and so numerous were the
teams in publiec and private employment, that at one of the
stage houses here in New Haven it was a common sight to see
thirty or forty arrive in one night.

By the same road and in thé same gtyle of conveyance, the
coflins containing the bodies of Captain Lawrence and Lieuten-
ant Ludlow of the * Chesapeake ™ passed throngh our town on
the jomrney to New York.

Passengers willing to pay the extra fare, were accommodated
by the * Diligence Stages,” which were owned and eontrolled
by Mr. Seaman of New York. The schedule time was forty
hours between New York and Boston, not including stoppages.

The traflic on the roads was so great, that many of the turn-
pikes paid dividends for the first and the last time. One part
of the way, the Milford turnpike, which generally paid but a
small dividend, so increased its profits at this time as to average
ten dollars per share. It made one dividend of fifteen dollars.

During this period, and in fact throunghout the whole time
that the blockade was maintained, the prices of imported arti-
cles appreciated until they rose in value to almost fabulous
sums ; and during the winter of 1814, great suffering was ex-
perienced by many of our people who had been deprived of the
means of earning a livelilood.

Previous to the establishment of a striet blockade of Long
Island Sound, the New York and New Haven packets had

@
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made regular trips between these two places, bringing from
New York great quantities of merchandise which was loaded
upon wagons and distributed throngh the North. DBut after the
proclamation of Captain Oliver ordering a striet blockade of
the Sound, the packets made very infrequent and irregular
trips.

The fleet at the entrance of the Sound ineluded some of the
largest and finest ships of the- Dritish navy. At different
periods of the war there were stationed there the

Ramillies,.. ... T4 guns. Acosta,........ 88 puns.
Valiant, ....... 74 guns. Shannon, ... .. . 38 guns,
Narcissus, _____ 50 guns. Pactolus, ._____ 15 gun brig.
Pomone, __._... 30 guns. Dispatch, .. ... 10 guns.
Orpheus, ....___ 44 guns. Tenedos, ...... 10 guns.
Superb, ........ 44 guns. Terror, ________ 10 guns.
Arab, ......_... 40 guns. Spartan,....... A guns.
Nimrod, ....... 40 guns.

This last named ship was the one Captain Lumsden mistook
for an Indiaman. :

The fleet dispatched every day several small tenders, which
ernised up and down the coast, and kept the packets in a con-
tinnal state of alarm. One of these tenders was the * Liver-
pool Packet,” so-called. She was formerly an American
schooner, and a very fast sailer. She was captured by one of
the ships at New London, and her name changed. Now, for
nearly two years, she had pestered the Connecticut coast from
(lonneeticut river to Sands Point.  So constantly did she pass
and repass the mouth of our harbor, that her name became a
household word, though not a name of fondness and delight.
Many small erafts had been captured by her; and no coasting
skipper ventured into the Sound unless the * Liverpool Packet™
had passed in the opposite direction from his course.  On the
little earth-works at Beacon IHill there was a signal station,
whenee siemals were transmitted to New Haven, giving news
of the dnings of the eruiser. One signal was: ** Liverpool
Packet > gone to the eastward.””  Another: ** Liverpool
Packet® gone to the westward.” Thus our people were toler-
ably well informed respecting her proximity to the port.
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There are many amnsing incidents told of the doings of
those fast sailing tenders, and of the * Liverpool Packet™ in
particular ; and at the expense of being acensed of relating one
of the ancient stories with which we are annmally regaled, I
will spend a moment in narrating the misfortunes which befell
one of the New Haven packets in the days of the blockade.

The packet * Susan ™ lay in our harbor, ready to proceed to
New York, but waited several days for the signal to be raised
which would indicate that the * Liverwool Packet™ had gone
to the eastward. The captain of the “ Susan ™ was John Miles,
of whom one word must be said.

He was horn of good old New Haven stock. IHis ancestors’
house stood near the corner of George and State streets, and
was built many years prior to 1748, when a survey of the
colony was made. Jolm Miles was born on the ancestral
oround, and began at an early age to follow the sea. This
pursuit was interrupted by the breaking ont of the War of
Independende, and among the first to enlist in the serviee of
hi= country was John Miles. IHe joined the heavy artillery,
and remained in the army till the end of the war. e reccived
his eommission through the hand of Benediet Arnold.

Iis regiment was stationed at West Point when a transport
loaded with arms, ammunition and provisions for the Ameriean
army arrived off the Point.  She had no sooner dropped an-
chor than she was boarded and set on fire by the British who
were in foree on the eastern side of the river. Washington,
who was on the shore and an observer of the proceedings, at
once called for volunteers to swim to the transport and extin-
guish the fire. The loss of the supplies he knew would be
almost irreparable, and he promised a commission to any who
would go.  Twelve soldiers of the artillery volunteered. One
of the twelve was John Miles.  Nine of the number were shot
by the enemy ; but our townsman returned uninjured. Wash-
ington forthwith gave the survivors their commissions as lieu-
tenants,

The regiment of Miles marched from West Point to York
town, and were present at the surrender of the British forces,
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Till the last days of his life he never tired of relating the par-
tieulars of that event; but he said no one could describe the
joy and enthusiasm which prevailed throughout the American
camp when it was seen that the British had been forced into a
place from which there was no escape but in surrender. Capt.
Miles nsed to say: “We had him (Cornwallis) where we could
shell the corn off his body and leave him Cobwallis.”

When the army was disbanded, Capt. Miles returned home,
and resumed his seafaring life. He afterwards engaged in
trade and built his store where the Mechanies Bank now stands,
His house was the large brick building which stands next north
of the bank.

When LaFayette held his reception in New IHaven at
Butler’s tavern, he noticed Capt. Miles in the throng of people
who had assembled to do him honor. Ile ealled him to his
gide and gave him a kindly and affectionate greeting.

Capt. Miles died in 1830 and was buried in the old ecemetery,

The packet *“Susan” was in the time of the blockade com-
manded by this old New Havener of whom we have been
speaking. Early on the morning of October 1st, 1814, the sig-
nal gave notice that the * Liverpool Packet ™ had passed to the
eastward at daybreak. The “Susan” therefore proceeded npon
her voyage to New York, and reached that city in due time
without adventure. On the Tth of the same month she was
ready to return; and on Sunday morning she sailed for New
Haven. Some of our citizens afterwards maintained that the
disasters which befell Capt. Miles came upon him because he
commenced his voyage on the Sabbath day. Be that as it may,
he sailed for home with a eargo of merchandise valued at not
less than %15,000. Most of this sum was represented by im-
ported goods of every description. One part of his eargo was
several months’ supply of paper for the © Connectieut Journal.”

Capt. Miles was a cantions navigator, and he anchored his
vessel for the first might in Greenwich bay. Getting under
way again early Monday morning, he sailed prosperonsly, and
on the afternoon of that day was off Stratford Point, with =o
strong a westerly wind that he expected to be in our harbor
during the evening.

15
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Capt. Miles had the reputation of always having a good cook.,
He generally had his cabin filled with passengers. On this voy-
age he had several, among whom were Mr. Isaa¢c Townsend
and son and Mr. Ebenezer Johngon. The latter lived in the
house where Mr. Veitch now has his seed store. e had been
to New York on business. All the passengers expected to
reach home in time to get ashore that night and appear in their
usual places of business the next morning.

At noon on Monday the master of a Long Igland sloop had
gpoken Capt. Miles and informed him that the dreaded * Liver-
pool packet™ had been to the eastward several days. Thus
encouraged, the “ Susan” had been jogging along till we find
her off Stratford Point.

Shortly after passing this place, the ** Susan ™ observed a sail
approaching, evidently from Long Island.  The advancing
craft was a stranger to all on board: but they did not at all
fancy her appearance, and as she continued her course towards
him, Capt. Miles tacked ship and headed his vessel for Stratford
river. The passengers took the alarm and secreted their valu-
ables as well as possible.  Mr. Johnzon put a large number of
cold dollars inside of his stock.

The *Susan™ made good headway towards the desired
haven ; but it was too late. The stranger gained rapidly ; and
though she had a load of cord wood upon her deck, the prae-
ticed eve of Capt. Miles perceived through her disguise that
she was a vessel in the gervice of the blockading squadron.

He thought, however, that if he conld only reach the river,
all would be well. e would try at all events; and erew and
passengers bent bravely to the sweeps, which had been guickly
put out, while visions of ** Dartmoor™ and of Halifax jail pre-
sented themselves to their imaginations,

Nouse! The stranger, which had hoisted a British ensign,
ran down abreast of them, Iuffed to the wind, and threw an
eight pound shot across the bow of the “Susan.” Capt. Miles
was too old a sailor not to comprehend that marine langnage,
and with a sigh, he told his helmsman to bring his vessel to the
wind. He then dropped his gaff, and in a few moments a boat
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came alongside from the erniser, and out of it a midshipman
stepped upon the deck of the ** Susan,” informing Capt. Miles
that his vessel was a prize to ITis Majesty’s brig © Dispatch,”
and that he would at onece relieve him of the further command
of the “BSusan.” Several men were immediately sent on
board and with the passengers and erew, Capt. Miles’s packet,
carrying her rich cargo, was soon standing towards the British
fleet off New London.

A Stratford man who had been fishing in his boat near the
river'’s mouth, witnessed the proceedings, and forthwith put in
for the shore; and as soon as he*reached it he saddled his horse
and made a straight wake for New Haven. Going through
the streets, he continually eried out: “They 've captured the
*Susan " They ’ve captured the ‘Susan!"™  Thus by the time
that he had reached the wharf, the news was very generally
known.,

The excitement was great, and the indignation knew no
bounds, when it was told that the Dritish had actually captured
a New Haven packet, and that one of all others, Captain Miles’
¢ Susan.”

They would rescue their fellow citizens at all hazards. Word
was immediately sent abroad that those who willing to go out
to retake her, should meet at the conference room of the Cen-
ter church in Orange street.  Without delay, amidst a shower
of expletives and threats of vengeance, the cutter * Eagle,”
which had been moored for safety above Tomlinson’s bridge,
was towed to the end of Long Wharf and hastily fitted for a
cruise,

An aged shipmaster, now in his ninetieth year, tells me that
on that eventful day he was returning from East Haven, and
was on the bridge just as the draw was swung to allow the
“ Eagle™ to pass through. Some ten or more boats were tow-
ing her. Her deck was filled with men and boys, reeving rig-
ging, bending sails, and generally putting things to rights. Ie
says that judging from the threats which were uttered and the
anger displayed, he supposed that the * Eagle,” sigle handed,
was going to attack the entire blockading squadron.
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Thirty-odd men in the meantime met at the conference room
and speedily started to join the entter. Elnathan Attwater
was chosen commander of the volunteers and John Davis, lien-
tenant. Large quantities of lint and linen bandages were packed
by the women and sent on board.

That afternoon at five o'clock, in tow of many hoats, the
“ Eagle ™ passed down the harbor, and with a light breeze from
the south, stood ont into the Sound, heading towards Mattituck
on the Long Island shore, hoping to cut off the tender and her
prize. The crew of the * Eagle,” however, saw nothing of the
object of their pursuit. But when the mist lifted on the fol-
lowing morning, they saw, in close proximity to them, an Eng-
lish fifteen gun brig, * Dispateh ™ by name.

A yearning for home now filled the hearts of the eutter’s
men—the volunteers especially—and as it was judged useless
to contend with a vessel so heavily armed as was the * Dis-
pateh,” it was instantly : Sewwve gui peut.

Captain Lee, the regular commander of the © Eagle,” ordered
the great sweeps to be put out,  They were manned by nearly
all the thirty volunteers. The erew of the entter manned two
of the hoats and propelled in this manner the shore was pulled
for, a ereek being the objective point.

The gun-brig immediately hoisted out two boats, sending
them in pursuit. They soon came up with the * Eagle,” and
sharp firing began without waste of time ; but little or no dam-
age was done by it,

When within hailing distance of the shore, Captain Lee
ascertained from some farmers who were on the beach, that
there was not sufficient depth of water in the ereek to float the
cutter. This intelligence caused a hasty consultation, and then
it was deeided to ground her on the sand. This was soon done,
and her armament, consisting of two two-pounders and two
four-pounders, was dragged on shore, placed on a bank of earth,
with the cuntter’s flag and the American ensign set over them.

Just at this time, the “ Liverpool Packet” hove in sight and
joined the brig. Both immediately began to shell the erew of
the * Eagle:” but after three hours of hard work, they drew

off.
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The only life lost in this engagement was that of a voung
heifer, grazing near by in a pasture. A writer in the Hartford
newspaper, a few days after the affair, said that the * Dispateh™
was “the same gun-brig whose shot, at the bombardment of
Stonington, killed a horse and a hog.”

The * Eagle " was floated off from the beach that night ; but
several armed hoats from * the cattle-killing brig” eame a few
hours before daylight and took possession of her. She was
sent to Halifax, where she was refitted and employed by the
British as a ermiser. From that period, all record of her is
lost.

The name * Eagle ™ was at this particular time in ill repute
with the officers of the blockading fleet. A short time previous
private individuals in New York had sent a small vessel called
the * Eagle™ in charge of a captain and crew towards the tleet.
To deceive the enemy as to her true character, her hold was
partially filled with barrels of lime and stone and her deck with
timber., Under the stones five hundred pounds of gunpowder
were placed, and an apparatus go arranged that in consequence
of a clock-like machine being set in motion, an explosion wonld
follow at a given time. Off Hammonasset Point this vessel

raz captured, after a slight show of resistance, by one of the
tenders and sent to the fleet. Fortunately for the frigate to
which she was a prize, she was not moored alongside, but was
anchored gome distance away. IHer erew were paroled and sent
on shore; but before leaving they set the machinery of the
apparatns in motion. Two hours afterwards the vessel was
blown to fragments! The Dritish lientenant who was in charge
was instantly killed ; also ten of his men, and an equal nomber
wonnded.

This g0 aggr;[.v:tte{i the officers of the whole fleet, and espe-
cially Commodore Hardy, whose frigate, = Ramillies,” so nar-
rowly escaped destruction, that he sent word to General Isham,
commanding at New London, that he would thenceforth allow
no vessels but those carrying a flag of truee to pass throngh his
fleet. Soon afterwards, however, he announced that he would
not molest any fishing vessels employed about the Sound.
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The “Susan ” meantime had reached the squadron, where,
after a few days’ detention, all the passengers were paroled.
Captain Miles ransomed his vessel by the payment of two
thousand dollars, and arrived at New IHaven shortly after his
passengers returned to this place. DBoth passengers and crew,
during their sojourn with the fleet, were kindly treated by the
cormmanding officer and his men,

The sueccessful eluding of the vigilance of the blockading
squadron by Captain Howard, of the New London packet * Ju-
no,” deserves notice even at this late day. In respeet to this
eraft, Miss Caunlking says:

“Had her compass and helm been charmed to guide her safely, she
could scarcely have performed her trips with better success. Once in-
deed she was driven into Saybrook river, and her mast shot away ; but
this was her only serious disaster, Her enterprising commander gener-
ally chose a dark night in which to leave the harbor and run through
the blockading squadron, and as no shore lights were then allowed, he
steered his course by the stern lights of the enemy's ships. He often
went out and came in under cover of falling rain or driving snow. He
had four pieces of cannon on his deck and was well supplied with shot,
but confined himself strictly to a defensive course, pursuing his way
steadily, and never firing a gun except in case of attack. He was nar-
rowly watched by the British, who easily obtained all the newspapers
published on the coast, and could ascertain with tolerable accuracy his
periods of departure and return, He was several times pursued by their
boats, but a spirited discharge of his guns always succeeded in driving
them away ; and in several critical periods when he found himself in
peril from the large vessels of the enemy, a favorable wind and a turn
of the tide assisted his escape. This very fact, that the * Juno' contin-
ually eluded their grasp, made the British more desirous of putting an
end to her career, and rendered her ultimate escape the more remark-
able,”

Farly in January, 1815, romors were heard that peace
would probably be declared; and on the 25th of that month
there arrived at the capes of the Delaware a Dritish frigate
whose commander reported that he had spoken a London ship
and learned from the ecaptain that when the Londoner left
England the preliminary articles of peace were ready to be
signed at Ghent,  This report was soon afterwards denied not
only ; but on the eontrary, it was reported, and apparently up-
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on good authority, that all negotiations were hroken up, and
even that our commissioners were on their way home.

Thus hopes for a return of peace and prosperity were con-
founded ; and in this part of the country, all were dispirited
and disconraged.

Fortunately, however, brighter days were soon to follow ;
and on the 13th of Febrnary, 1815, came the welcome news,
that a treaty of peace between Great DBritain and the United
States had been signed at Ghent on the 24th of December,
1814, and that it had been ratified on the 30th of the same
month by the Prince Regent. It was also reported that the
American commissioners would sail for home in the British
frigate * Favorite,” and bring with them the treaty for ratifica-
tion by the President.

The treaty thus made was extremely aceeptable to us, but
most unpalatable to the Dritish nation at large. Most of them
painfully felt the convietion that their boasted supremacy of
the seas had been divided with another nation, and that even
this was not the worst of the ecase; but that, in yielding to
“the boastful, insolent and naturally vain Awmeriean,” the con-
eessions which had been demanded, the ancient honor of Eng-
land had been sullied. The London * Times™ belehed forth
its usnal thunderings and prophecies. On the 28th of Decem-
ber, it presented to its readers a powerful leader, lammenting the
national disgrace, and urging that the war, eruel as it was, he
prosecuted unless the United States shonld yield, It said:

 Better is it that we should grapple with the young lion when he is
first flushed with the taste of our flock, than wait until in the maturity
of his strength he bears away both sheep and shepherd.”

In the London * Advertiser ™ of the same day appeared the
following
“ADVERTISEMENT EXTRAORDINARY.
Wanted, The spirit which animated Elizabeth, Oliver, and William.
Wanted, Better negotiations or more gunpowder.
Lost, All ideas of national honor and dignity.

Found, That any insignificant State may insult that which used to call
herself ¢ Mistress of the Waves,””
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The London * Chronicle™ also lamented a dishonorable peace,
but informed its readers that “the best means of ascertaining
the fact of the treaty being palatable, or the contrary, will be
from the returns of the manufacturing distriets throughout the
empire and the state of the Custom Iouse books.”

In our own country the news of peace was received with un-
disguised feelings of joy and satisfaction.

Within one hour after the news reached New Haven, the
chiurch bells were rung.  Cannon fired on the Green. Citizens
shook hands and eongratulated each other as they met on the
streets. The ever busy school boy marked the word Peace on
doors, fenees, pavements. The cannon from the fortifications
on Beacon Hill and Fort Hale proclaimed to the surrounding
villages the jovful tidings that peace was once more to reign
over our land.

Such a tnmult of joy (an eye-witness once told me) was
never before seen in onr streets.

At night the city was illnminated—not a house but had its
candle at every window. Candles were placed on the tops of
the posts of the fences surrounding the Green and the colleges.
The streets were filled with a happy multitude ; and, if report
he true, most of the rum which had weathered the gales of
non-intercourse, the embargo act, and the blockade, was con-
sumed during the joyful night of Febrnary 13, 1815. The
rejoicings extended in varions ways for nearly a week.

There was great rejoicing again on the day after it became
known that the President had ratified the treaty. The news-
paper of the time said :

“Wednesday last, the treaty having been previously ratified (being
also the birthday of Washington), was devoted to the celebration of
these two great events—the one as the harbinger of our former glory,
the other of our future prosperity. A Committee had been appointed to
make the necessary arrangements. The day was ushered in with the
roar of Cannon and the ringing of the Church Bells. The Military were
called out. The Governor's Horse and Foot Guards and the Artillery
appeared in their usual brilliancy. At eleven o'clock. the Military and
Citizens repaired to the new brick Meeting House (Center Church) where

discourses were delivered by Dr. Dwight and the Rev. Messrs. Merwin
and Taylor.”
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At Butler’s tavern a large party of our citizens dined together;
the military at their armory. At Goodyear’s tavern, which
stood at the head of Long Wharf, the merchants provided a
hearty dinner for the “ Ring Bolt Guard.” At this dinner, we
are told, they clasped hands aeross the rough deal table at which
they sat, and over their cans of grog congratulated each other
upon the return of peace and prosperity. Eliakim DBonticou,
an aged mariner, with a face reminding one of the beak of a
Roman galley, struck up the then popular song :

*“Free Trade and Sailors’ Rights, John Bull.”

This, like a gale in itself, was chorused by all the Jack Tars in
the room.

Salutes were fired at intervals and the day passed in festivity
and mirth.

During the day were seen in many places and on many ves-
sels the American and the DBritish flags displayed from the
same staff.

There were similar rejoicings in many of the New England
geaport towns, particularly at New London.

On board of the *“Saperb,” Admiral Hotham’s flag ship, the
parole for the day was * America™ and the countersign ** Am-
ity.” A grand banquet was given, and the admiral and many
of his officers were present. The interest of the event was
heightened by the arrival of the DBritish frigate ** Nareissns,”
having on board Commodore Decatur and his Lieutenant Shu-
briek, who in command of the * President ™ had heen captured
a short time previous by the Dritish frigate * Majestic.” De-
catur and Commodore Shaw served as ushers at the banqguet
the same evening. Early in the morning of the 11th of Mareh,
1815, the British fleet saluted the fort and =ailed away for
Jamaica.

The return of peace was an inealenlable benefit to the nation
generally ; but it caused so sudden a depreciation of prices
that not a few commercial houses thronghout the country were
unable to withstand the pressure. They suceumbed and were
swept away.

16
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Prices of foreign goods receded so rapidly, that in one day
tea declined one dollar a pound ; sngar, from twenty-six and
one-half to twelve cents; specie fell from a premium of twen-
ty-two per cent. to two per cent. ; tin from S80 the box to $25,
and other commodities in like proportion.

Six per cent. United States stocks rose from seventy-six to
eighty-eight per cent ; Treasury notes from nimety-two to
ninety-eight ; and thronghout the country the value of bank
shares rose from five to twenty dollars each.

In New Iaven, the return of peace found many of our mer-
chants with considerable stocks of imported goods: yet nearly
all maintained their eredit, and speedily made preparations to
recommence their relations with foreign ports.

There was a renewal of the scenes which followed the repeal
of the embargo and non-intercourse acts.  All was bustle and
activity, The ships were brought from their moorings. Twen-
ty-four sea-going vessels were taken to the wharf in one day.
Many of them were hastily sent on voyages to varions ports of
Europe, the West Indies, and the Southern States.

A writer in the New Haven * Journal ™ of that date says:

© All is activity and enterprise.  Sailors’ rights beat time to the sound
of the shipwright's hammer at every wharf ; and no longer in toasts
and sentiment does Free Trade exist, but in reality. Henceforth, and
we trust forever, are American ships to enjoy to the full extent their
heritage of the ocean. to journey through its most frequented waters, to
voyage over its most distant seas. feeling that the standard under which
they sail is forever a sign manual, to be respected by friends and to be
feared by foes.”

Immediately after the elose of the war, an Order in Couneil
was issued whereby all British ports in the West Indies were
thrown open to vessels of the United States for six months ;
but if, at the expiration of that time no commereial treaty
should be made, all intercourse in Ameriean bottoms shonld
cease.  No treaty was made within the time specified, and
those particular ports were closed. They remained unopened,
with one or two intervals, until 1831.

Short-sighted poliey and narrow-minded legislation eaused,
soon after the peace, a bill to be passed by Congress taxing



ANCIENT MARITIME INTERESTS OF NEW HAVEN. 125

British vessels one dollar per ton, and, if loaded, a diseriminat-
ing duty of ten per cent. This provoked of eourse retaliation
on the part of Great Britain, and an Order in Council was im-
mediately issued excluding American vessels from ports in the
British West Indies.

Mr. Adams followed this with a proclamation prohihiting all
intercourse with those islands. This cansed great inconven-
ience to Dritish vessels then on their way from those ports.
After several years of annovance and trouble, mutual conces-
giong being made, the order of Mr. Adams was repealed, and
on the 5th of October, 1830, Gen. Jackson issued a proelama-
tion in which he declared that Dritish vessels were henceforth
to he admitted to all ports in the [United States npon the terms
accorded to the most favored nations. The DBritish govern-
ment forthwith repealed their previous orders, and from that
time till to-day—over fifty years—the ports under the jurisdic-
tion of the British Empire have never been closed to vessels
carrying the American ensign.

At the termination of the war there were owned in New
Haven one hundred sea-going vessels ; nearly all of them com-
manded by New Haven captaing, and manned by American-
born seamen, carrying the American flag to every quarter
of the globe.

The commercial relations formed with distant ports in En-
rope and South America, and with the fruit-ports of the Med-
iterranean, were profitable, and for many years valuable eargoes
from those ports were hrought to New Haven. DBut within
the last thirty years New Eurl-.. has "‘mﬂu.ﬂlv absorbed the
commerce of our port, and although there is to-day more ton-
nage owned in New Haven than at any previous time in her
history, New York receives the credit of it in the fiscal returns
of the government of the United States.

Before closing this chapter, it may be proper to recall the
names of the men who, during the troublous times of which
we have here spoken, were engaged in the foreign commerce
of New Haven, employing more than one hundred ships, whose
keels furrowed every sea, on their peaceful missions, and fur-
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nishing the means of livelihood to many hundreds of American

seamen and their families.
and ship-owners of our city were

Elnathan Attwater,
Ward “Atwater,
Walter Buddington,
John C. Bush,
Bradley & Mulford,
Joseph N. Clarke,
Samuel Caollis,
Eber H. Collins,
Lockwood DeForest,
Henry Daggett,
James Goodrich,
Jehiel Forbes,
Samuel Forbes,
Eliaz Hotchkiss,
Ezra Hotchkiss,
Rus=el Hotchlkiss,
William 8. Hotchkiss,
Abram Heaton,
Frederick Hunt,
James Hunt,

Ammi Harrison,
Justus Harrison,
James Henry,
Simeon Hoadley,
Hull & Foote,

Prominent among these merchants

Kidston & Bishop,
Samuel Langdon,
Birdseye Norton,
Aaron N. Ogden,
Thomas Painter,
Samuel Palmer,
Ebenezer Peck,

Giad Peck,

Anthony Perit,
Prezcott & Sherman,
Shipman & Dennison,
Isaac Tomlinson,
Capt. Totten,

Caleb A. Townsend,
Ebenezer Townsend,
William Townsemnd,
Wm. & Wm. B. Townsend,
Henry Trowbridge,
Stephen Trowbridge,
Thomas & Henry Ward,
Samuel Ward,

Noah Wheedon,
Chauncey Whittlesey,
Thomas Woodward.
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