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L 38 ]
others, totally to fupprefs them. There-
fote, as the time now is of thoroughly
examining this important fubje, I have
with * fidelity' declared them. And I
heartily wifh that method may take place,
which will'moft conduce to the general
good ; which undoubtedly will be the

cafe, if men will proceed upon firm and

ftable principles,
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REFLECTIONS, &e. |

S Inoculation for the Small-pox of late i
_Z—/%% greatly prevails in our land, 1t may not I
be amifs to give fome fhort account of i
its rife amongf(t us, which I would choofe to do, i
in the words of a certain author, who hath pub- I
lithed upon this fubject. < The Greeks (fays f
< he) are faid to be the firft nation that practifed |
¢ this method ; the Turks are fuppofed to have |
« borrowed it from them, and practifed it with
« the greateft fuccefs, not only for the: Small-
¢« pox, but alfo for the Plague itfelf 3 the fre-
<« quent accounts we had of their great fuccefs,
¢ in almoft putting a total ftop to the fatality of A
« this fore diftemper, induced us to follow their |
«“ example.” Sa far this author.

Tuus we fee it is in imitation of fuch worthy
charafters, as Turks and Pagans, that Inocula-
tion is introduced amongft Chriftians, furely
fuch preceptors afford no great credit to the prac-
tice. It moft certainly becomes Chriftians to co-
py after better -patterns, and to make the un-
erring rule of God’s word the rule of their con-
du&, and not to foliow Turks and Heathens in il
a practice altogether antifcriptural. Thofe who i
plead for Inoculating the Small-pox, feem very i'-. '
little concerned about having a fufficient warrant i
ffom the fcriptures to juftify their practice, but il
chiefly urge the fuccefs which attends it. The il
gentlemen of the faculty are frequently prefent- ey
ing us with advertifements in the public news- il
papers, fhewing what great numbers they inu}cu- :
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late without the lofs of a patient, they may ho-
neftly clofe every advertifement with the follow-
ing additional Notz Bene; Sirs, ye know, by
this craft we have our wealth, and have as much
{cripture to fupport our praétice, as Demetrius
and the Craftimen at Ephefus had, for making
filver fhrines for Diana their ooddefs, which
was fo profitable to them, that they raifed a
mob to fupprefs the gofpel, and fupport their
craft.

IT 1s much to be lamented, that any who
truly fear God, fhould be fo left to themfelves as
to tread in the footfteps of Turks and Pagans, in
practifing that which ftrikes at the perfections of
the moft High God, and manifefts a very great
diftruft of his all-wife providence. Some are
ready to charge thofe who are unwilling to fub-
mit to Inoculation, and argue againit it, with
being left to act under the influence of prevailing
ignorance and obftinacy, it will be well if thofe
who thus reflect are not found atlaft to aét more
under the influence of fuch principles, or under
a {pirit of delufion, notwithftanding the many
prayers they may apprehend they offer up to God
for a blefling on their practice.

Ir we impartially attend to the facred oracles,
we fhall clearly fee, that the fending of diftem-
pers 1s, what the Moft High challenges as his pre-
rogative alone; this the facred pages abundant-
ly teftify. I fhall only cite two or three paflages
out of many which might be produced. Mofes
{peaking to the children of Ifrael, faith, The Lord
Sfball fmite thee with a confumption, and with a fever,
and with an inflammation, and with an extream
burning —Moreover, be will bring upon thee all the
difeafes of Egypt, which thoun waft afraid of, and
they fball cleave unto thee.  Alfo every ficknefs, and
every plague, which isnot written in the book qf; this

At
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law, them will the Lord bring upon theeuntil thoy be
deftroyed. See now, that I, even I, am be, and
there is no God with me : I kill, and I make alive s
I wound, and 1 beal; meither is there any that can
deliver out of my band. Peut. xxviil. 225 60, 61 ;
and xxxii. 39. Now, fince the Almighty chal-
lenges thefe things as his fole prerogative, 1t ap-
pears to be a bold prefumptuous infult offered
to his fovereignty, for any to attempt to bring
the Small-pox upon themfelves, juft when they
pleafe, it is nothing lefs than a praétical bidding
defiance to the power of God, and, as far asit is
in the power of the creature, an attempt to rob
him of his fovereignty. This is to {trive with
their Maker with a witnefs, which expofes them
to that awful denunciation in Ifa. xlv. 9. Wo
unto bim that flriveth with bis Maker.
AvL who fear God, profefs to believe wildom
to be a glorious perfection of the divine nature,
and that an 2ll-wife God knows how to difpofe
of all perfons much better than they can do it
themfelves; but does not their praltice contradict
this profeffion, who bring the Small-pox upon
themfelyes, and families, juft when they think
proper, in order to be fecure from God’s fending
of it, refufing to leave fuch affairs in the hand
of God, marking out ways of their own to walk
in?° Thus, vain man, attempts to be wife, yea,
wifer than God himfelf, in this affair, though he
is born like the wild affes colt. Job xi. 12. This
is not following the advice given in Prov. iil. 55
truft in the Lord with ali thine hbeart, and lean
wot unto thine own underfiending. Nor that in
Pfal. xxxvil. 53 commit thy way wito the Lord,
truft alfo in bim, and be fball bring it to pafs. Now,
for any one who fears God, to fay he defires to
commit his way to the Lord, and to truft in him
alone, apd at the fame time goes and 13 1Inocu-
B 2 lated




F

l.4-)

Iated for the Small-pox, this is plain fophiftry,

it looks like lying both to God and man. f
IT may be further obferved, that not only the
wifdom, but alfo the power of God, is ftruck at
by this practice, as God has declared it in his
word to be his prerogative alone, to fend diftem-
pers to the children of men; {o he is poflefled
of Almighty power to effect the fame, which
cannot be controuled by any. God hath [poken
once, twice bave I beard this, that power belongeth
unte Ged, fays David, Pfal. Ixii. 11; and in
cxlvil. 55 he declareth him to be great, and of
great power, and bis underflanding to be infinite ;
and all the inbabitants of the earth are reputed as no-
thing, and be doth according to bis will, in the ariny
of heaven, and among the inbabitants of the earth,
and none can flay bis band, or [ay unto bim, What
doeft thou? Dan. iv. 35. The Almighty, and
uncontroulable power of God, is manifeftly dif-
played, ‘in all the works of his hand. For the
invifible things of bim, from the creation of the world,
are clearly feen, being underfiood &y the things that
are made, even bis eternal power and God-bead, fo
that they are without excufe. Rom. i. 20. Now
Inoculation is an attempt to invade the power
of the Moft High; for they, who by this practice,
have the Small-pox brought upon them, think
to put it out of the power of God to fend it to
them. From hence we may conclude, it is no
difficult thing to know from whence this practice
comes, which ténds to limit the power of the
hely one of Ifrael: It comes not from God but
from Satan. Whatever plaufible pretences may
be advancéd in its faveur, it is.introducing an
ungodly practice, from Turks and Pagans, in-
to a Chriftian nation, certainly it is a moft fcanda-
lous conduét for thofe who truly fear God, to be
followers

—
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followers of infidels in a pn ‘tice which cannot
be {upported by divine revelation.

Tuis prattice allo carries in it a diftruft of
God’s providence, as well as a refufal to fubmit
to it. Some may r“pl not fo, we defire to truft,
and fubmit to providence, ih the ufe of thofe ve-
ry means which you condemn. But be fo ho-
neft as clofely to examine your own hearts, and
{fee whether a fecret diftruft of your being fdﬂ]}r
carried through the diftemper, fhould God fee
fit to fend 1, was not the LﬁL]il... of your taki ng

thofe mea L,.-H to bring ‘it upon you, and that
with a view to the fecurity of life, if fo, itis mo{h
rertainh':, a diftrufting of Providence, if not caft-
ing CONEempt upon it, Chriftians are direéted to
srult in the Lord at all times. Pfal. Ixii. 8. which
they may fafely do, feeing he is able to fas ve, and
to déftroy.  For a’s' makelh Jfore, and bindeth up
he 1 EJEEH{II-:’.’F, and bis bands make whole, be can :.
liver in fix troubles, and in [even preve ~.=:‘ any evil
fouching them that truff in bim. Job iii. 18, 10.
Were chriftians to trult their lives with God, as
it becomes them fo to do, they would never be
inoculated for the Small-pox, let this be denied
if it can, it ought to be daily the concern of every
chriftian to look to the ILord for grace, and
ftrength, that while he profeffes to know Gad,
he may not be fo left ro himfelf as by works to
deny hin

Was this diftemper what every perfon muft
certainly have, 1t would be a far greater tempta-
tion to the practice, yet would not in the leaf
warrant it; but it is a queftion whether a 11}:{:1
part of the people who die in this nation ever
have the Small-pox, and it is a merciful provi-
dence that God fends it to fo few, and thoufands
whu have been inoculated might never have had

, had they not ‘brought it upon themfelves.
but
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But where will not {lavifh fear and unbelief carry
fome ch,lﬂ,nna, even to at unbecoming their
character, and quite contrary to the word uf(:od,
the Plalmift {ays, It is letter to truft in the Lord,
than to put confidence in man 5 it is better to truft
in the Lord, than to put confidence in Princes
Pfal. cxviii. 8, g: but the chriftian who is ino-
culated praétically fays, it is better to truft in Ino-
culation, that I may have the diftemper at the
time [ think beft, than to truft God with fending
it to me at the time he thinks beft, or preferving
me from it; his a¢tions fpeak this, though he 1s
afhamed to i]a::ak it in words ; but God i es the
very {pring from whence every action flows.

Tuere are other things much more becoming
the chriftian, and agreeable to the word of God,
when under fears of the Small-pox, than to run
to fuch falfe refuges as the inventions of men for
fafety; I mean ferious, folemn, and humble
feeking to God for prcll*rvatimn from it, if it may
be his plca.i'ur:,, if not, at leaft an entire refigna-
tion to his fovereign will, and not to be anxioufly
folicitous about the event of things; but that he
himfelf, and all around him, m;;rht be prepared
for the all-wife difpofal of [.}Fﬂ‘»’l-L!{fT‘IE(: thus to
a&t becomes the chriftian, adorns his profeffion,
and is agreeable to the word of God, in which
we are c:-:lmntd to be careful for [IDLi‘HIlE‘,, but
in every thing, by prayer and {upplication with
thankfgiving, to let our requefts be made known
unto God, and p.mmif: that the peace of God,
which pafleth all underftanding, fhall keep our
hearts and minds through Chrift ;Lﬁw” Phil. iv.
6, 7. But, alas! this way of proceeding 15 €1+
tirely hedged up by Inoculation, whichisa tacit
taking themfelves out of the hand of God,' as far
as 1§ poﬂ] ble for creatures to do,. and pattnw
themfelves into the hand of a man to bring the

d1ﬂf:mpt.
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diftemper upon them, and to carry them through |
it with greater fafety as to life, than if they had e
left chemfelves to the providence of God. This Lk
1s far from following the direfions of God’s
word, which fays, ¢ in all thy ways, acknowledge
him, and he fhall direét thy paths; be not wife
in thine own eyes, fear the Lord, and depart
from evil 3 Prov. iii. 6, 7. Was {cripture paid

proper regard to, a ferious confideration of
thefe, and fuch like paflages, under a divine
agency, might prevent chriftians from running
headinng into fuch pernicious practices, which -
tend to difhonour God, and teach the people to |
flight his word. ‘
“Apunpance of {criptures encourage us to go
to God, under all the trials and aflictions which he
1s pleafed to exercife us with ; but there is not a
paflage to be found to encourage any perfon,
under fears of the Small-pox, to L,l'.E']ptG}’ a man
to bring it upon him. The chriftian who doeth i
this, hath not one fa‘ritht'f‘ to juftify his pr ac-
tice, nor one promife to plead with God for hi
bi(‘ﬂmir upon it; nay, how dare any perfon ar- it
tempt to afk God’s blefling on that, by the prac-
tice of which he cafts contempt upon his provi-
dence, by a wilful L.mmnq the diftemper upon
his own bmh' This is really contending with |
God. Shall be that contendeth with the Almighty i.
f@“fﬂ;f? bim 5 be that reproveth God, let bim an- il
wer. Job xl. 2. Thofe who bring the Small-pox
delignedly upon t]wnhdvrs, n Ur{h.r to prevent I
God’s fending it, muft anfwer for their conduét
to him, notwithitanding the moft plaufible co-
lours they may put upon it in the fight of men,
for God fearcheth the hearts, and trieth the reins it
of the children of men, {o that the moft artful !
cannot deceive him,

I aF-
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I aArrirM no chriftian hath any warrant from the
word of God to put his body, or w f}t‘ldly affairs,
inte {uch a fituation, as that he cannot in faith
draw near to God, and crave his l:llt*.ﬁing upon
this, or the other affair he is engaged in. Now,
the chriftian who hath juft made an agreement
with a perfon, for a certain fum of money, to
bring the Small-pox upon him, in what manner
he can go to Ged, for his blefling on fuch a bar-
oain, feems to me a paradox. . There 1s a paf-
fage of {cripture, where, 1t is faid, They feared
the Lerd, and ferved their own gods; 2 Kings, xvii,
23. So in like manner, the perion may in words
pray to the Lord, and, at the {ame time, put
his truft in the man he hath bargained with to
inoculate him. There is one petition of David’s,
however, which it:is his duty to offer up. For
thy name-fake, O Lord, pardon mine iniquily, for
it is great 5 Plal. xxv. 11. Many things are ad-
vanced infavour of Inoculation; and great num-
bers, by this means, have the Small-pox in a
very fafe and eafy manner. Providence {miles
upon it, many who are profeflors of religion ap-
prove of it, and practife it, from whence many
conclude, it cannot be difpleafing to God ; burt,
notwithftanding all thefe pretences, it is fore-
ftalling divine: providence, and bringing an in-
feGtious. diftemper, where God might never have
fent ir, could he have been trufted.- Such per-
{ons cannot fay, as the Apoftle Paul did, in an-
other cafe, Immediately I conferrved not z:s;'f{.’r flefb
and blood ; Gal, i. 16. Now it is a conferring
with fleth and blood, and with the temptations
of Satan, and not fearching God’s word for di-
reCtion, which fupports the praétice of Inecula-
tion; and as it was brought hither from Turks
and Heathens, who are without God’s word, fo
itis embraced by chriftians who have the w1'1tw1r1
word,
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word, yet without producing fcripture to fupport
it, God may juftly fay to fuch, as he did.to
Ifrael of old. Awd ye fball know that I am the
Lord, for ye bave not walked in my flatutes, neither
executed my judgments, but bave done after the man-
sers of the Heathens that are round about you
Ezek. xi. 12. The Apoftle Peter’s advice fhould
be ferioufly confidered by fuch perfons. - Beware
left ye alfo being led away with the error of the wicked,
fall from your own fledfafinefs 5 2 Pet. 1i. 17. Sin
is of a hardening nature, and that profeffor who
ventures to {tep out of the plain path of duty,
into the by path of error, God alone knows
where he will wander, ot what his end will
be.

Wt are always to form our judgments of
things, not from the vain conceits of men, but
from the infallible word of God, which affures
us, that #o man knoweth either love or hatred by
all that is before bim ;3 Eccl. ix. 1. Thatis, no
man may conclude he is in the favour of God,
or that his practice is pleafing to him, from the
moft agreeable providences he may be favoured
with. Neither is it in the leaft a proof that Ino-
culation is pleafing to God that fuccefs attends
it, any more than the fuccefs which attended the
arms of the great Turk fome centuries paft,
(when a third part, if not more, of the then known
world was brought into fubjettion to him) was
an evidence of his religion and praétice being
pleafing to God.  For neither love nor hatred
‘can be certainly known from the difpenfations of
divine providence; for God cauferh bis fun to
rife on the eviland on the good, and fendeth rain on
the juft and on the umjuft; Mat.v. 45. And
though God bears long with the workers of ini-
quity, his forbearance is no acquittance, though

many perfons are too ready to look upon it in
C fuch
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fuch a light, as Solomon fays, Becoufe Sentence
againft an evil work is not always executed Speedily,
therefore the beart of the funs of men is fully fetin
them to do evil; Eccl. viil. 11. From hence we
may note, that, notwithftanding Inoculation is
attended with the greateft fuccefs, that fuccefs is
not in the leaft a proof that it is not an evil
work, for we fee that fentence againt an evil
work is not always executed {peedily. God’s
tarrying long before he comes to take vengeance
on the practice, is no more an evidence that the
thing is lawful, than the profperity of the wick-
ed 1n this world is a proof that they are in the fa-
vour of God, which no chriftian will aflert, if ten
thoufand are inoculated, and every one does well,
it is no clear proof of its being pleafing to God,
and though many who profefs to fear God ftand
up forit.  God’s word fays, Thou fbalt not follow
a multitude to do evil, neither fhalt thou fpeak in a
coufe to decline after many to wreft judgment :
Exod. xxii, 2.

ANOTHER thing brought te favour Inoculation,
18, that it is not forbid in feripture, it is a certain
fign of a bad caufe when fcripture negatives are
called for, to fet afide any practice, the church
of Rome, when Proteftants charge her with fu-
perftition, tells us, fuch and fuch things are no
where forbid in feripture, the church of England,
with regard to ceremonies, tells the Diffenters
the fame tale, as doindeed, one denomination of
Diffenters againft another, as to things wherein
they differ, I fay they all have recourfe to this,
1t is not forbid in feripture. Now this negative
argument is grown fo ftale, and worn fo very
threadbare, that I wonder any Proteftant Diffen-
ter fhould bring it in fupport of Inoculation, for
almoft all Popith ceremonies may be defended

by the fame argument, nothing can warrant the
practice
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practice but pﬂm fcripture, or clear fcriptute
CG[I_E]L]{*WL‘: for 1t, which, however, may em-
barrafs its advocates to produce ; the :rl.‘gh1r on the
contrary, there is plain fcripture, or clear {crip-
ture confequences againft it. o the law and to i
the tefiimony, if they fpeak not accordii ng to this
f-.z,'f;rc:', it 75 becaufe there is no light in them.
IFL viil, 20.

Ir we [11::trﬁr1th’ {fearch the facred {criptures,
we fhall fin I, that they are not fo filent on this
head as fome may imagine ; for God therein af-
ferts it to be his prerogative, and his alone, to &
fend diftempers of any kind whatever to fuch
places, and to fuch perfons, as well as at {fuch
periods of time, as he in his providential difpo- L
fal of things fees fit. And as abundance of ferip- '
tures do either imply, or clearly fet forth, this,
they do tacitly forbid any man, yea every man,
to bring the Small-pox upon himfelf or others.

The ciiriiim, therefore, when tempted to it,
fhould reply with Jofeph, How can I do this
great wz.:u%e;,'fr.:ﬁ and fin againft God? Gen. XxXiX. 9.

InpeED fome per rfons give very high enco- fiitd 4
miums of Inoculation, rLPnfu ting it as an ex-
ceeding merciful }wuwdenw, that fuch a way is
found out, to bring {uch a {ore diltemper upon |
perfons 1n fo fafe and eafy a manner : But to I
whom is it fuch a merciful providence? A few
fine words are no 111‘0{;%' of the thing; for as to |
all thofe to whom God nmptﬂca t0 lend 1t, they it
fhall every one of them have it ; jult as he ;1134- i
pointed it, no man can fet afide what he intends, i
fo it is no merciful providence to fuch; and as e
to thofe who are inoculated, not a fingle pr"fml i
of them knows they fhould ever have had it,
had they not brought it upon themfelves ; and Hitd
{o no one can prove it to bﬁ a merciful provi- 4]
dence to any of them : but we are informed, e

C 2 that !!
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that fome perfons have lived under fuch a con.
{ftant dread of the diftemper, as almoft unfitted
them for their worldly affairs ; but we find, that,
by 1ts being brought upon them in this eafy man-
ner, they are delivered from their diftrefles, and
fet at liberty from thofe gloomy apprehenfions
they had long laboured under. Well, but ye,
no one can prove it to be a merciful providence
even to thefe, for they would afluredly have been
as fafe without it ; fo that this great flourifh of a
merciful providence vanifhes quite away ; there

1s no truth in it
Douerrzss Inoculation tends to takeawaythofe
fears of death, and awful thoughts of a future
ftate, which perfons may labour under, from
fears that the Small-pox may foon fend them in-
to an eternal world ; bur, being fet free by this
practice, they feem as if they had a leafe of their
lives ; they think now they can go any where,
and every where, without danger, or into any
kind of bufinefs. The thoughts of death and
eternity are fet at fuch a diftance from them, that
they promife themielves long life, and much prof-
perity ; like thofe of old, who faid, W% have
made @ covenant with death, and witk bell are we
at agreement 5 when the overflowing [feourge fball
pefs through, it [ball not come unto us 5 for we have
made lies our vefuge, and under falfebood have we
bid ourfefves; Ifa. xxviil. 15. And thus perfons
will go on, if grace prevent not, till death fud-
denly plunges them into an eternal world. The
Lord only knows how many poor fouls, by this
practice, have been deluded to their eternal de-
ftruction: fo that inflead of a merciful provi-
dence, it may be juftly termed a miferable one to
fuch perfons. Death will certainly come, and it
may come fuddenly although they have been 1no-
culated. OurSaviour’s advice is alv.-'ﬂ}*s.ﬂ:aibmblia
walch
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wakch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the I
hour wherein the fon-of man cometh; Mat. Xxv. 13. I
Now none need be at a lofs to know from
whence Inoculation cometh, as its natural ten-
dency fo evidently fupports the kingdom and b
intereft of Satan in the world, by removing the
ferious thoughts of death, and an eternal world,
from perfons, which the word of (God exhorts to
the {fericus confideration of ; minifters alfo from
the pulpit, endeavour to fix the thoughts of
death, judgment, heaven, and hell, upon the
minds of their hearers ; and indeed, fuch ferious %
thoughts in the hand of the holy {pirit have their -
ufe, in bringing about the new birth, without I
which none can be faved, for our Lord affures us,
Except o man be born again be cannot fee the king-
dom of Ged 3 John iii. 3. So nothing which tends
to take away ferious thoughts from perfons, can
be looked upon to come in mercy.

BuT yet, fome perfons affert this pratice muft i
come from God, and not from Satan; becaufe
Satan is for deftroying our lives, and not for
preferving them ; an empty argument indeed ! (il
for Satan 1s more fet upon deftroving our fouls
than our lives, and takes more pains to make
men live wickedly, than to fhorten their days, |
and could he be fure, men would always conti- i &
nue to live wickedly, no man knows but he '
would do all he could to lengthen their lives,
out of his hatred to godlinefs, and defire to op-
pofe God and holinefs of life; therefore Satan,
as permitted, may be the grand author of this |
practice, and bring the diftemper ealy upon the i &
body, in order to draw perfons off from a depen- Thid
dence upon God, with a view to the deftruction |
of body and foul for ever. ik

A copLy perfon thould be exceedingly careful |
in this affair, left, while he profefles to know EHe

God, |i
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God, he deth'in works deny him ; he thould di-
ligently fearch the holy fcriptures, for a warrant
for his practice, if God’s word will not bear him
out, he hath reafon to fear he 1s Satan’s agent in
recommending 1t to others, if neicher j"-;:rfilmturt:
precept, nor precedent, can be produced to
make it appear lawful for a chriftian to bring
the Small-pox upon himfelf, in order to prevent
what he fears might be the fatal confequence of
God’s fending it, it is prefumption to the higheft
degree, whatfoever is pleaded in its favour by any
man. The Plalmift fays, as for fuch as turn
afide to crooked ways, the Lord fhall lead them
forth with the workers of iniquity. Plal. cxxv. s.
Every chriftian who undertakes any uncom-
mon thing, fhould be well fatisfied that his prac-
tice is warranted by the word of God, elfe how
can he go to God to afk his blefling upon it. If
Inoculation be not God’s ordinance, itis certain-
ly a device of the Devil, and the greateft thow
of religion annexed thereto, either by fecret or
focial prayer for a blefling upon it, it is to be
feared, is only a mocking of God, and fuch per-
fons are only facrificing fo their own nety and
burning incenfe to their own drag; Hab. i. 16.
The Apoitle fays, Lef no man beguile you of your
reward in o voluntary bumility, and worfbiping of
angels, intruding into thofe things which be bath
Seen, vainly puft up by bis flefby mind 5 Col. 1i. 18.
Now, for a chriftian to go to God to crave his
blefling upon Inoculation is voluntary humili-
ty, fince there is neither precept for the practice,
nor precedent of 1t in_any part of the written
word. The Plalmift fays, Thy word is a lamp
unto wy feet, and alight unto my path ; Pfal. cxix.
105. Now, for any chriftian to defend Inocula-
tion without producing fcripture, he dithonours
God by cafting a {light upon his word. >
oD
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Gop in his word gives his peaple the oreateft
encouragement to trult in him, and leave them-
felves, and all their concerns, with him, and
not give way to flavifh fears with rcgard to the
fecarity of their lives, are not, lays our Saviour,

wo [parrews [old for a farthing, and one of them
Jball nat fall on the ground without your father, but
the very bairs of your bead ore all numbered, fear
ye #not therefore, ye are of more value than many
Jparrowsy Matt. x. 29, 30, 3I. Certainly
God’s fpecial providence tends to encourage
his people to put their truft in him, and
leave their bodies to his providential di%
pofal ; the Plalmift fays, They that Enow thy
name will put their truft in thee 5 For thou
Lord  bafp not forfaken them that feek thee,
Plal. . 10. Now what can hinder any
chriftian, who pays a regard to the word of
God, from leaving himfelf to the providence of
God, with refpeét to the Small-pox ? Certainly
nothing can do it but Satan and unbelief 5 and it
is the duty of every chriftian continually to be
looking up to the Lord for grace and ftrength to
withftand every ftratagem of Satan, as well as
an heart of unbelief,

InFIDELITY feems to be the principal ingredi-
ent in that complicated fin by which our firft
parents apoftatized from Geod, and it isa fin all
the pofterity of fallen Adam are under the full
power and influence of {o long as they remain in
their natural ftate, and indeed it is a fin which eafi-
ly befets the people of God after they are renew-
ed by his fpirit and grace; were it not for this fin
of unbelief, furely thofe who have committed
their fouls eternal concerns into the hand of the
Lord Jefus, would readily leave their bodies to
his providential difpofal, and not truft to Inocu-
lation for the fecurity of their lives,

UNBELIEF

T
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Unsericr was the grand fin which prevailed
amongft God’s people of old, which led them
to forlake him, and fall into idolatry, which is
complained of in Jer. il. 12, 13; Be aflonifbed,
O ye Heavens, at this, and be borribly afraid ,
be ye very defolate, faith the Lord, for my fpeople
bave committed two evils, they have forfaken me
the fountain of living waters, and bewed them out
cifterns, broken cifterns that can bold mo water.
This fcripture feems awfully fulfilling in the
prefent day, by thofe profefiors who put them-
felves into the hands of men, to bring the Small-
pox upon them by art, with a view to fecure
their lives, which they are afraid to truft God
with; they pradtically forfake the fountain of
life, here is arrogance and unbelief to a high de-
gree indeed ! They feem to difregard the pur-
pofes and providence of God, who is the fove-
reign difpofer of all things, who prefume to
bring a diftemper of a peftilential nature upon
their bodies, and that juft when they pleafe. In-
deed, thould an Atheift act thus, it would be
no wonder ; or, fhould a Deift take fuch a ftep,
as he denies divine revelation, and as his natural
reafon is his fole guide in all his conduét, it
would not be fo much out of charater; but
the chriftian who hath God’s word in his hand,
and profefles to make that the rule of his conduct,
for him to aét thus, is unbecoming his character,
and refle&s difhonour upon the glorious perfec-
tions of God, who is omnipotent, and none can
withftand his Almighty power, he is alfo omni-
prefent and omnifcient, and fees into the inmoft
{fecret recefles of our fouls, and knows the fecret
motives of every action of our lives, for his eyes
are upon all the ways of the fons of men, tO
give to every one according to his ways, and
accord-
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according to the fruit of his own doingsj
Jer. xxxu. 19. i 4

Many perfons who have no real fenfe of reli- |
gion, are {o fhocked at Inoculation, that they I |
would not fubmit to it upon any terms, they I
look upon it to be the moit prefumptuous thing
that any man can do, that it 1s an endeavour to
be above God himfelf, and, in truth, it may be
difficult for any man to fet afide the charge.

As the -Small-pox is a diftemper by which
God is pleafed to remove many out of time 1nto
an eternal world, this makes it appear indeed
very formidable to human nature ; fo that thro’
the power of Satan and unbelief, fome, who
fear God, who have not had it, are under {lavifh
fears left they fhould catch it, and die thereby.
This caufes them purely for the fecurity of their
lives to be inoculated : but every godly perion
{hould ferioufly confider, that Inoculation cannot
in the leaft fecure life, for every perfon inoculat-
ed would have lived to the fame moment of time
to which they. may.arrive,:had not that been done:
likewile every. perfon who catches the Small-pox, i
and dies, would not have lived a moment longer :
had they years before been inoculated for it ; for
the number of man’s days are certainly fixed by
God. See Job vii. 15  Is there not an appoinied
time to man upon, earth?” * [eeing bis days are de- i
termined,” the wnumber. of bis months are with thees ;
thou baft appointed bis bounds that be cannot pafs s .
all the days of my appointed time will I wait il my i
change comes ; Job xiv. 5, I14. There are {0 i
many things belonging to man and this world, | |
wherein fcripture is clear as to their being provi-
dentially,  or fome way or other, predeftinated,
decreed, or appointed, that it is hence highly
rational to fuppofe all things are fo ; as for ex-
ample, the laft judgment and final falvation 10{:

D tne
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W
the faithful. Ads xvii. 315 Becaufe be bash ap-
pointed a day in which be will judge the world in
righteoufnefs by that man whom be bath ordained —
When the wicked will receive their portion from
God, the beritage appointed for them, Job xx. 20,
This will be, in the laft end of God’s indignation,
Jor at the time appeinted the end fball be ; Dan. viii.
19, 11, 273 and then will the faithful receive
their final falvation, they being appointed oz
unto wrath but to obiain [alvation by our Lord Fefis
Chrifp 5 1 Thefl. v. 95 Eph. 1. 10, 11, 12.

Acain, Temporal punifaments and their
kind. Mich. vi. 93 Hear ye the red and who
hath appointed it 5 Jer. xv. 2, 3. Thus [aith
the Lord, fuch as are for death to death, and Juch as
are for tlse fword to the fword, and fuch as are for the
famine to the famine, and fuch as are for the capti-
vily to the captivity s and I will appoint over them
four kinds, [aith the Lord, the fwords to flay, and the
dogs to tear 5 and the fowls of the beaven, and the
beafts of the earth to devour and deftroys See alfo
Jer. xlix 2651 Kings xx. 42 ; and many more
particulars’ that might be colleéted ; but thefe
furely may fuffice, and we -may hence fafely and
rationally conclude all things do come to pafs,
(whatever vain man may imagine) according to
the counfel of the great God’s own will; alf
things come of God s 1 Chron, xxiv. 145 Pfal. Ixxv.
6, 7. But efpecially the peopie of God have
abundant reafon to be confident that their God
has appointed all things for them, and may feek
to God for direction, that their conduét may be
fuitable to his appointments concerning them ;
Abraham’s fervant was of this mind ; Gen. xxiv.
145 Let the fame be fbe, that thou haft appointed
for thy [ervant Ifaac, and thereby fhall I know
that thou baft fhewed kindnefs unto my mafler.

Tre Scripture 1s clear with refpect to God’s
opointing for his people, and bringing to ]]mfs
wiat

a
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what he has appointed for them; Job vii. 3;
W earifome nights are appointed to me. 1 Thefll iii,
35 for yourfelves know that we are appointed there-
unto. Plal. Wil 2 5 I will eryunto God maft bigh,
unto God that performeth all things for me. Rom.
vili, 283 And we know that all things work toge-
ther for good to them that love God, to them wio
are called according to bis purpofe. Deut.iv. 73
For what nationis there fo great, who bath God fo
nigh unto them, as the Lord our Gea is in all things
that we call upon bim for 2 a. xlvi. 11. Yea,
I have [poken it, I will alfo bring it to pafs, Ihave
purpofed it, I will alfo doit. A practical belief
of thefe things would caufe the chriftian to leave
himfelf to God’s providence, with an humble re-
fignation to his Sovereign difpofal, without tak-
ing any unwarrantable meafures for the preferva-
tion of life.

Not only our days upon earth are fixed, but
alfo every diftemper or difeafe, which God 1s
pleafed to lay upon us, and which at lalt may
put a period to life itfelf, are all fixed by his de-
cree. Thefe things may appear contingent to
us, but they are all bound up in the righteous
decrees of God, which decrees of God are faid
to be (in the affembly’s catechifm) * his eternal
<« purpofe according to the counfel of his own
¢« will, whereby, for his own glory, he hath fore-
« ordained whatfoever fhall come to pafs;
<« Epb.i. 11; being predeftinated according to
« the purpofe of him who worketh all things af-
« ter the counfel of his own will;” which 1
quote, not becaufe it was compofed by that
well-known affembly of divines, but becaufe it
is a compofition which is confonant to the facred
{criptures. Now thefe decrees of the Almighty,
which refpect the temporal condition of men,
are firm and unalterable, as well as thofe which

B3 refpect
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refpect their fplrltual and eternal condition:
There are many devices in a ‘man’s beart, Eam‘ the
counfel of the Lord that fball fland ; Prov. xix. 21.
The counfel of the Lord ﬁaﬁaf{ﬁ ﬁe?‘ ever, and the
thoughts of his beart to all gener fnffms':: Pfal. xxxiii.
11. For He isin'one mind, and whe can turn bim,
ana what' bis'foul defireth, even that He doth He
performeth the thing'that is appointed for me, and
many fuch things are with bim; Job xxiii. 13, 14,
Wiith. whom is no variablenefs, neither fha-
dow of turning ; Jamesi. 17.

Now, from hence, we may . rationally con-
clude, w:th ]f.'fil'”’}. to the Small-pox, that God
will not fend it to one more or lefs, than thofe he,
uam ﬁver!a”mrr app ointed ihuuid have it, and

hat they will havt it at the very time, and in
:‘:e l1:4;|:1LL1L11' place where, and according to the
meafure or degree which he hath appointed,
whether more iuvnumbl{: or more levere, whe-
ther for life or death. All thefe things are fore-
ordained of God, and fhall certainly come to
pafs exatly as h from everlafting, fixed the
plan of them. This may fafely be concluded
from the many fcriptures 11{_2111}- cited, refpeét-
ing the pL];}“ufu and p‘o-.?lﬂc,m:: of God. Now,
‘i- r any chritian to take meafures to bring the

1all-pox: upon himfelf, juft when he pleafes,
s an attempt to fubvert thL divine decrees ; and
furely this muft be great impiety indeed.

L is \.cll lu.mn n, nd '15 on thr: mmft :mr:hrn-

IME

tEt'.':'-:: L:M.,' “nﬁ yet 'I.‘DLI'L!. never recejive the
infection 5 and thus, wherein men deal proudly,
God fhews; that he is above them by turning

their wifdom ‘into foolifhnefs, and, in ﬁ}{mmg?
makes good his own word, in.w i,.uh he fays, My
couinfel Jhall Sand, and I will do* all my pleafure s
Ifa. xlvii, 10. Fer the Lord of bofis bath purpefed,

i
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and who fball difannul it 2 Ifa. xiv. 27. Neither
men nor devils can difannul any of God’s pur-
pofes, nor prevent.his fending the Small-pox -to
any one perfon he' has’ purpofed to {end it
to.

Iw .the exercife of faith, the confideration of
the purpofes and ¢ providence of God  ferves
greatly to calm the chriftian’s mind under afflic-
tions, as he knows that nothing comes by chance,
but all things are appointed by his heavenly fa-
ther, who hath promifed that all things fhall work
together for their good.

IT is ftrange, but fo it is, that fome perfons
who appear very zealous for the decrees of God,
and will difpute for them with good arguments,
and well fupport their. principles ; yet thefe very
perfons, for the fecurity of their lives, have been
inoculated for the Small-pox, which is very
furprifing, as well as ftumbling to many of their
friends and acquaintance. 'What fhould be the
caufe of their aéting thus ? Their practice is quite
inconfiftent with their principles; it is owing to
caufelefs fears, unbelief, and Satan’s temptations,
{o that fuch may eafily fee into whofe fervice they
have | entered themfelves. Know ye not ({ays the
Apoftle Paul) that to whom ye yield yourfelves [er-
wants to obey, bis fervants ye are to whom ye obey,
whether of fin unto death, or obedience unto righte-
oufnefs; Rom. vi. 16. We are exhorted in the word
of God to pratife thofe things which are true,
which are juft, which are bonefl, which are pure, ana
lovely, and of good report ; Phil. iv. 8. But how
Inoculation agrees with thofe virtues exhorted to,
I muft leave to perfons of deeper penetration and
better genius to folve, for to me it appears Op-
pofite to them all.

SomEe may objet to what has been faid above,
and fay, that if all things are fixed by Ged’s de-
: cree,

-
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cree, then we heed pot avoid going into houfes
where the Smali- pox, or even th ]_71 gue itfelf,
15 ; for if God hath not dr..pu:m_:-_f.'. us to have it,
ve fhall not, though we go amongit 1t ever {o
much ; and, on the other hai ‘{, has appointed
us to have it, we furely fhall, though m ufe all
the means we poflibly can to Ftclmc ourfelves
from it ; for we cannot prevent what he hath 1 ap-
pointed,

To f_']"li‘?.. it may be replied, itis certain allGod’s
decre ces fhall take place in every refpect ; yet this
way of arguing is very p.x.L.'*' ptuous, and comes
from Satan: as we may conclude, from what he
faid to our Lord when he fet himon a pinnacle of
the temple, and faid to him, If thou be the fon of
God, caft ibyfelf down MJLL. iv. 6. What God
has decreed remains a. fecret to us, until he is
pleafed to open it to us in providence : therefore
as we are reafonable crea tures, 1t 1s our duty. to
act as fuch, by making ‘LliL of all lawful means
for the prefervation of our liv = and our health,
and for preventing infectious (hll.(.’!'l"i'."{f'["i coming
upon us, llzr:.lmwr- up to the Lord for his blef-
fing 1‘4;*{::1 th UEL means, we may make ufe of;
felf prefervation i1s an inftinét in nature, in Jm
brutal as well as the ration al creation, which
teaches to avoid danger, and going into places
where infeftious diftempers aﬁ: and fhould it
pleafe God to fend the “imall-phh mm the family
where we are, we 1"1;1}' lawfully feparate ourfelves
from them that h: it, or remove them to a
more Cﬁﬂ*‘v‘t‘}‘nt‘nt }‘l ?L".'{f'._, A5 8 1:1"3})".'1' ITICANS, Lin-
der the blefling of God, to prevent the fpread of
it, provided we fail not'in ]‘*{Jﬂti*"L or relative
duties in fo doing, or againft the golden rule of
our Lord ; Mats. vi. 12.

For as God hath appointed the end, fo zlfo
all neceflary means to accomplifh the e nl which
: are

=3
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are to be diligently attended to by us, as the ufe
of all proper means and medicines to preferve
health, orto remove diforders which may attend
us, looking up to the Lord for his blefling upon
them, dLﬂrmfr to leave all things to his provi-
dcnnal dupo{m, to do which is the duty and in-
tereft of every chriftian.” For God ii‘;}"; in his
word, But whojo hearkeneth unto me fball  dwell [afe-
b, and fball be mm..lﬁ ‘om fear of evil ; Prov. 1. 33.
But then, fome may fay, as means may be ufed
for preferving healcth, why may not Inoculation
beufed ? for, by this means, thoufands have had
the Small-pox without the leaft danger of death ;
therefore it may be looked upon as a means of
preferving life ; to this it may be replied, the dif-
ference is exceedingly great between making ufe
of means, inorder to bring an infectious diftem-
per upon our bodies while we are in health, and
making ufe of means for preferving he: llth, or
for the removal of diforders which may come
upon us; and this latter is the only proper ufe of
means and medicines, and not to bring infeéti-
ous diftempers upon it.

Fow can the chriftian, who is inoculated, look
up to heaven for a blefling upon a praétice which
rvnd'-“. to fully the glory of the divine perfetions,
bv taking the work out of God’s hand. The
di ﬂemp{:r is not of God’s fending, but of man’s
procuring. God hath no more concern in fuch a
perfon’s having the Small-pox, than he hath in
any fin which is committed : therefore, to pray
for a blefling on 1it, is it ”"1}? thing lefs than to
pray for a lm:ﬁu"r on a finful action ? ]_‘."Ei‘}"
chriftian fhould pray with the Plalmift ; Teach
me to do thy will, for theu art my (:—5.:3,., thy
[pirit is good, lead me into the land of uprighinefs :
And again, ﬁ‘m'a:rb me O God, and know my beart,

iry me, and know my thoughts, and fee if there be-

any
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iy wicked way in me, and lead me in the way
'L't:‘;fﬂﬁ.'r,\’; Pfal. cxliii. 10— cxxxix. 23,' 24.
Whether the chriftian that 1s inoculated can’ go
in fuch language to God, 1 leave to their own
confciences on a careful review and examination
of themfelves.

But we are further informed, in favour of In-
oculation, in order to make it appear more agree-
able to chriftianity, that abundance of prayers are
{:.Jmc-zl up to God for his blefling upon it, be it

; prayers, be they many, or fLw, alter not the
n;ltun of the thing in the hhff that remains the
fame ftill: if the practice is p].{* ing to God, they
are found in their duw who feek ]115 bluﬁmcf there-
on; butifit be a fin, let the IT’L}Ll‘i be ever fo
numerous, which are offered up on that account,
every petition is certainly adding fin to fin, and
may draw down divine vengeance fuddenly on
their heads inftead of a blefling, which 1s an aw-
ful cnnﬁdcmticm, and fhould have its proper
weight upon the minds of every ferious chriftian,
and fhould be a caution to him not to pray for
a blefling on any new practice, till he 1s fully fa-
tisfied it is Hrrcmblc to God’s revealed will; had
this been well obferved, many a chriftian might
have efcaped the fnare.

Now, fuppofe the Small-pox be much in any
town, fome of the inhabitants make ufe of one
method, and fome of another, in order for pre-
fervation; fome go to God by prayer, defiring,
it it may be his pleafure, he would put 2 ftop to
the ipl‘md thereof, that they and others 1 ay be
preferved from it, humbly commirting th is cafe,

and ‘themfelves into the hand of God, which

they aré encouraged to do by that p nmm, n

Plal. I 155 Call upon me in the day of trouble, I
will deliver thee, rmf" thou [balt gLnﬁ me. INOW
others, who prepare for Inoculation, cannot con-
fiftently
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fiftently pray for a ftop to be put to ‘the fpread of
the diftemper in the place where they are, while
they are taking meafures to bring it upon them-
felves, and endanger others; neither can they be
faid to leave themlelves to the wife difpofalof provi-
dence, whichitis their duty to do, with regard to
their having, or not having it, whohave agreed with
a perfon to inoculate them. - Thus we fee, notwith-
franding the great boaft of the many prayers offered
up to God, on account of Inoculation, that prayer
is hindered thereby, and the mouths of fuch as prac-
tife it, are ftopped from afking thofe bleflings which
reafon difltates, and revelation warrants us to afk
for, for prefervation from an infectious diftemper,
and that a ftop may be put to the fpread thereof, if
it were the will of God. Doubtlefs thofe profeffors,
who aie inoculated for the fecurity of their lives,
may offer up words to God for prefervation, ithe’
they think themfelves in little or no danger. Theaf-
fembly of divines tells us,  Prayeris an offering up
““ of our defires to God for things agreeable to his
“ will.” Now every chriftian, who craves God’s
blefling on Inoculation, thould firft be well fatisfied
that it 1s agreeable to the will of God, for the great-
eft thew of religion can never juftify any practice,
which is not fupported by the word of God.
FurTrER the chriftian, who is inoculated for the
Small-pox, acts as a fovereign, he is determined to
have it, and have it he will ; whether ever God de-
figned he thould, or not, that he doesnot regard, yea
and he will have it juft when he pleafes too, he will
not wait to fee whether God will fend it or not ; no,
no, it is that he is afraid of, he dares not truft
God to fend it, left he fhould die of it, he hath
fafer means as he thinks to make ufe of, than to
truft God with fuch an affair as this. If he doth
not fpeak this in words, his practice fpeaks it aloud.
There is an awful fcripture 1 would leave to the fe-
E rious
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rious confideration of all fuch perfons, it is ufhered
in with a Thus faith the Lord, Curfed be the man, that
truftethinman, andmaketh fiefb bis arm, andwhofe beart
departeth fromtheLord; Jer.xvii. 5. Itisrecorded great-
ly to the honour{of the childrenof God,that,in former
times, they trufted in the Lord, under all the afflic-
tions, trials, and temptations they were vifited with,
which is worthy of our imitation ; but fuch chrifti-
ans at quite the reverfe to this, who cannot truft
providence with their lives, without being inocu-
lated for the prefervation of them, if fuch perfons
truit in God for the falvation of their fouls, it is no
better founded than it is for their bodies 5 it is to

. be feared they will meet with a fad difappointment
another day.

NorwiTHsTANDING all the varnith which men en-
deavour to beautify the practice of Inoculation with,
to make it appear plauﬁb e in the eyes of the world,
they have not yet proved it to be of divine appoint-
ment, neither do I think they will ever be able, fince
the contrary is very manifeft, as it ftrikes at the
glory of the divine Perﬁ:&mns, the fovereignty, wif-
dom, power, and goodnefs of God, diftrufts provi-
dence, leads perfona off from God to place their
truft in man, and {uffer an infettious diftemper to
be put.into their bodies, which God might never
have fent could they have left it to him; but being
fearful of it, theyare Lh,tcrmim,d to be before hand
with him, engage with a }::1{|:m to give him a cer-
tain fum of n*ofmy to do it for them, for the fecuri-
ty of their lives. Now doth the chriftian, whoacts
thus, fhewany thing of chriftianity by fuch a con-
duét more than may be feen in a Turk or a Jew.

INocuLATION appears to me to be a fin of a crim-
fon dye, and utterly hllthDH‘lIﬂ o the chriftian name,
as it does not appear to be in the leaft countenanced
by the word of God ; but is entirely repugnant to

the whole current of thc fcriptures, as I think I have
in
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n fome meafure fhewn in the preceding pages.
Now, certainly, thofe who truly fear God, fhould
make his word their only rule in this, as well as in
all other affairs; and did they do fo, we fthould not
hear of their being inoculated, nor of their encou-
raging the practice.

WE read of many who came to our Lord Jefus
Chrift, when he was upon earth to be healed of their
difeafes, and he healed them ; but we read of none
coming to him to have difeafes brought upon them;
but, in the prefent day, perfons apply to a Phyfi-
cian to bring a peftilential diftemper upon them,
certainly fuch conduct carries much more of Paga-
nifm than of chriftianity in its face ; nay, it hath not
the leaft appearance of chriftianity in it. 'We may
therefere conclude, that Inoculation is much more
excufable, and a fin comparatively {fmall in Turks
and Heathens, who are without a divine revelation,
than it can be in thofe who profefs chriftianity, who-
have God’s word in their hand, and fhould be
guided by it. Amongft all denominations of pro-
fefling chriftians, who promote and follow the prac-
tice of Inoculation, none are more culpable than
thofe who profefs to hold Calviniftical doétrines,
there 1s fuch a contrariety between their principles
and their practice in this refpect ; for indeed many
profeft Calvinifts, by ufing Inoculation, are become
practical Arminians,

InocuraTion much better agrees with the gen-
tlemen who are in the Arminian {cheme ; for as
they (or at lealt many of them) look upon all things
which befal us in this world to be contingent; {o
they, according to their principles, think they may
make ufe of this practice for the prefervation of
life, as they do not look upon man’s days on earth
to be fo fixed, but that by care, and diligent ufe of
means, they may be carried to a greater length, or
by negligence and carcl};fsnefs they may be ﬂmricn-{
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ed, fo that the principles and practice of the Armi-
nians, and the Calvinifts, while both ufe Inoculation
for the prefervation of life, feem in fome fort to
agree, fuppofing them both to a& equally upon
principle ; but at the fame time how prepofteroufly
ftrange is it to fee any that profefs the Calviniit
doctrines and look upon man’s days upon earth to
be fixed, that he fhall not continue here a moment
longer nor die 2 moment fooner than the very time
which God from everlafting fixed for his diffolu-
tion, fuffer themfelves to be inoculated for the
prefervation of life, or to prevent death by the
Small-pox ? Such would do well, when they are a
little at leifure, to try to reconcile their principles
and practice together, and if they cannot, honeft-
ly acknowledgetthat they have been miftaken.

It 1s generally allowed by thofe who call them-
felves chriftians, that Jehovah fuperintends all
the affairs of the univerfe, and that {o doing it is
he who fends various diftempers to nations, cities,
families, and to particular perfons, juft when,
and where he pleafes ; confequently it muft be
the duty of them who fear God to leave them-
lelves to the difpofals of his providence, and not to
take any unwarrantable meafures to bring the
Small-pox upon themfelves, whatever Satan may
fuggeft, or unbelief infinuate to the contrary.

Bur after all if unbelief fo far prevails to
harden the hearts of chriftians, that they will be
tnoculated, notwithftanding it {o clearly appears to
be God’s work and his alone to fend the diftem-
per to them if he hath appointed them to
have it: how juftly may God fay to fuch perfons,
Becaufe I have called and ye refufed, 1 have firetched
out my band, and no man regarded, but ye bave et
at nought all my counfel, and would none of my re-

i
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proof, I ‘alfo will laugh at your calamity, I will
mock when your fear cometh as defolation ; and your
defiruclion cometh as a whirkwindy when diffrefs
and anguifb cometh upon you, then fhall they call wp-
on me but I will not anfwer, they fball feck me early
but. they fball not find me ; for that they bated knovwo-
ledge and did ot chufe the fear of the Lord 5 they
would none of my counfel, they delpifed all my re-
proof, therefore fball they eat of the fruit of their owon
way, and be filled with their own devices; Prov, i.
24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31. an awful paf-
{fage againit fuch as flight God’s word, and fuch
would do well {erioufly to enquire whether they do
not come under the character of flighters of God’s
word who practice Inoculation.

It is very manifeft from the word of God, that
all thofe who are chofen by God the Father, re-
deemed by God the Son, and regenerated by God
the Holy Ghoft, fhall infallibly be faved; fin,
Satan, nor all the powers of darknefs fhall never
be able to pluck the leaft of them out of the Re-
deemer’s hand, yet if any of them forfeke God's
law and walk not in bis judgments, if they break bis
Sratutes and keep not bis commandments, then will he
vifit their tranfgrefions with the vod, and their ini-
quities with firipes. Pfal. lxxxix, 30, 31, 32. Now,
fhould God be pleafed to fet home upon the con-
{ciences of fuch who practice Inoculation the evil
of their conduét upon a death-bed, who knows
the darknefs; -diftrefs and anguith they may labour
under when 1n the near views of an eternal world ?
And fhould God then permit Saian, who has
been their feducer, to turn their accufer for that
very {in he has tempted them to commit, they will
then find it hard work indeed, and though they
thall affuredly be faved, yet they may be faid to be
brought
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brought to heaven as it-were by the very gates of
hell.

Every perfon who builds upon Chrift the true
and only foundation for eternity is fafe, yet fuch
fhould be daily looking up to the Lord to be kept
from every fnare which they may be liable to fall
into, and fhould diligently fearch the holy ferip-
tures for direction in all things, fo that they may
not be left to build upon this foundation, wood,
hay and f{tubble, for the word of God fays, If
any man fball build upon this foundation, gold, filver,
precious flones, wood, bay, flubble, every man’s work
Soall be made manifeft, for the day fball declare it, be-
caufe it shall be revealed by fire and the fire shall try
every man’s work of what fort it is, if any man's
work abide which be hath built thereupon be shall re-
ceive @ reward, if any man’s work shall be burut be
shall fuffer lofs, but be bimfelf shall be faved yet fo as by
Jire;1Cor. 11i. 12, 13, 14,15. It appears plain from this
fcripture a child of God may be fo left as to fall
into {fucherrorsas may be termed wood, hay, ftub-
ble, whether this may refpect gofpel dotrines and
ordinances mifapplied, or fome ungodly practice
which a chriftian may be drawn into through the
power of Satan and unbelief ; this I leave, yet I
think it intimates at leaft what an awful thing it is
for any to act contrary to the revealed will of God,
it muft be highly difpleafing to God when any of
his children at fuch an ungrateful part, and they
may juitly expect he will vifit them for their iniqui-
ties, and although for Chrift’s fake he will pardon
their fins, and fave them, yet it will be fo as by
fire, he will affuredly take vengeance on their in-
ventions; Pfal. xcix. 8.

I verily believe neither Satan nor his inftruments
ever {pread any error in dodirine or practice with
greater fuccefs to enfnare the people of God, than

this




this of inoculation; perhaps he never put a bait
upon his hook which was more eagerly catched at,
or more greedily fwallowed down by thofe who
truly fear God, fince he baited it for Adam and
Eve in paradife ; and it is a queftion whether any
fin hath been committed fince the fall of our firft
parents which is attended with more heinous
crimes than Inoculation ; itis a {in big with many
fins, it is an act of rebellion, if not of high trea-
fon againft the fupreme legiflator and governor of
the univerfe, {o that inftead of wearing the amiable
colours of a merciful providence, it juftly merits
the black charaéter Dfp monftrous wickednefs; for
it evidently wears the livery of Satan.

Anp yet amazing it is, fome who profefs to fear
God encourage it; but can fuch think the purpofes
and decrees of God can be fet afide by man?
That is impoffible, for not one perfon whom God
purpofed to fend the Small-pox to in a very fore
manner, or defigned to remove out of ‘the world
thereby, can be fecured by Inoculation, as may
rationally be concluded fromthenatureand unchange-
ablenefs of the divine decrees as has been fhewn ;
the very practice appears to be a delufion of Satan,
in which he employs two of his moft faithful fer-
vants, which have drawn multitudes into the fnare ;
juft to mention their names, they are athelfm and
unbelief.

Gon is a God jealous of his own glory, and will
not tolerate the leaft deviation from his revealed
will, and as nothing in fcripture will juftify Inocu-
lation, what nation upon the earth lies more ex-
poled to the judgments of God than Great Britain
doth? And have not {piritual, which are the
moft awful judgments of any, feized the people of
God already ? Is not their giving into a practice
they cannot fupport by fcripture, afad evidence of
it > And we have more reafon to fear temporal
judgments
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judsments will: come,” on ‘accourit of ‘the - fins of
God’s people, than from all that’open profanenefs

which abounds in the land, or thofe errors if doc- 4

trine whichiare in the midit of us,  for God {ays in
his word to his profefling peopie,:  ¥ou_ enly bave I
kneoton of - all the. families of the carth, therefore will
I punish you for all your iniquities,’: Amos'iili 2.

P. . " 1 underftand a very .popular gentleman
hath run great lengths in defence of Inoculation,
afferting that if perfons refufed to be inoculated
and God thould fend the Small-pox to them, and
they diethereof, itwould be felf-murder. Nay further
I have heard he fhould fay, if a mafter of a family
Jhould refufeito Jet his family beinoculated, and they
{hould cageh it and die theéreof, he could by fcripture
prove it to be murder ; but it will be time enough
to believe him when he has produced his fcripture
proof. It would have been more becoming his
funétion, and likewife have fthewn more humility
firft to- haye produced . two or three paflages of
{criptare, if fuch could be found, which might
fet the practice of Inoculation in a good light, and
thereby endeavour to convince perfons of their
duty, and encourage them to be found in it, than
to endeavour to fright them into it by telling them
awful ftories about it. 1 was furprifed when I firft
heard what this gentleman fhould fay on Inocula-
tions but fince I have heard more of his relipious
{entiments, my wonder has ceafed ; for I quﬂﬁiun
whether he believes God hath fixed man’s days up-
on earth to a time which he cannot pafs, and if he
difbelieves this great. truth, it is no. wonder he
fhould think man may take any meafures he may
think propery to carry out life to irs longeft pes
riod -
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