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LETTER

THE MARQUIS OF DALHOUSIE

be Woor Xuly Guardians of Eaeler.

Ox the 223nd of June, 1856, the following letter, sigmed by eleven of the
forty gunrdions, was midressed to the Margquis of Dalhoosie, the lats Governor-
(reneral of [ndia, with Dir. Esdaile’s pamphlet :—* To the most Honowrable the
Marquis of Dalhonsie,—We, the undersigned guardians of the poor of the City
of Exeter, beg to present our humble but sincere congratulations to your Lord-
ghip om your safe return to [t.-l" country, and we heartily hope that a speedy
restoration of health wilksoon render your valuable services again available to
the state. Wa trust youn will consider the importance of our suhject sufficient
gy for thus 1.T‘L'~|"I.'“-H:I“' on your L T‘-i*—-l!l]||- attention. The number of
lunatics is fearfully on the increase in this city, as well as in other parts of the
Eingdom, and, as =0 faw are cured by the present mode of treatment, it has been
eed to have recourse to mesmerism as a4 means of cure, and, as your Lord-
a]]i,n iame is freely alloded to in the accompanying pamphlet, may we ventura

to ask iff Dr. Esdaile has been anthorised to quote your Lordship as sanctioning
the appli a, and whether yonr Lordship would advise

teation of mesmerism in Ind
its application for the cure of lunatics in this country?  'We have the honour
to remain your Lordship’s most obedient and faithful servants.”

To this letter the following answor was received from the Marquis of Dal-
honsie :—** Edinburgh, June 27, 1856.— Gentlemen,—1 have had the honour of
receiving vour letter of the 28rd inst. It reached me only this day. In reply
to your question | have to state that Dr. Esdaile was not authorised by me to
use my name with reference to mesmerism, but at the same time I wish to
add, that all the statements in his ]l.||1'|p|ILl.'1 with which my name is connected are
gquite accurate, Ofthe ey of Dr. 1ile’s practice of mesmerism in cases of
lunacy 1 not abile tosay :LLl:- thing. Of the efficacy of'it in surgical cases I am
able to gpeak with confide nee. Dir. Esdaile undoubte dly did possess the faculty
of a0 influepcing the sensations of natives of India by means of mesmerism, as
to reduce them to & state of inzensib |!|r1.' not less |,,l|||'||_:-l|"|_. than that which ia
now produced by the was of chloroform. 'ln'r hile they were in that state of insensi=-
bility he performed upon them surgical operations of every kind ; many of them
tremendous in thelr magnitode, duration, and .1.|,'1.'|_-|‘-||__1.'. Thosa -\-E'-l'_-r:ql_iu:ln\, Wiire
performed without any apparent consciousness in the patient, without pain to
him, and usnally with great success. 1 never witnessed any of sach operations
myself; the sight was a disagreeable ome; amd it was not necessary that I
ghould witness it, for the testimony of very many witnesses of the highest official
position and character, both written and oral, was 2o strong, that even the
evidenee of my own senges could not have added strength to it.  Accordingly,
I appointed Dr. Esdaile, in 1848, to be one of the Presidency surgeons. | “did
this im .|t|i1'--~'.'i-_tl|,||1~.1'|l of the serviee he had rendered to L|1|||'|1:|1h' by miti-
gating ilr- ely it suffarings within his own sphere, and in order that heé might
be able to I:"'-Iltlli'l.ill! his services at the capital. Whether Dr. Esdaile can
influence ]uu ey by his mesmerie practice I do not know. Whether he can
influence the [,|| prlish eonstitution in the same manner or in the same di CTEE, 15
he undoubtedly influenced the native constitution, I canmot pretend to say.
Having thos replied to your gquestion and testified (as I shall always be ready
to testify) to what D I‘f-ulaili- actnally effected in India by what he termed
mesmerism, 1 wish to be permitted to add that I must not be considered as a
seipla of the doctrines of mesmerism generally. [ beg you to accept my
iks for your courteous :uuhmrl:l.itlr-lm on my return to Eogland, and for
your good wishes on my behalf. 1 have the honour to be, gentlemen, your

obedient faithful servant. W DALHOUSIE.




DEDICATION.

TO THE MEMBERS OF THE MEDICAL PROFESSION.

(GENTLEMEN,

WHEN you learn that the following pamphlet is, in part,
“ Rejected Article,” you will think it but a poor compli-
uwut to dedicate it 1[: you,

But the circumstances attending its 1z-|1=11mu by the
'["-flﬂ[]l'ﬁ of the j,,.-l-'n'n'n'-‘rl-f".lf.f.'r.- i.]r-'l.'.'l."Il.'_f of orirnad o ,l' .”- il "‘i'n'f.'-llJ
are so peculiar, and at the same time so materially !Hw.
YOUr interests, that I consider it due to my I.III:IFLHH.II:III to
-.ul:lml[ the facts of the case to vour eandid .1;|r1 1i]-IJ<1--|:|t ate
Jmlfrm:-nl and to ask you L:h-[ulel”‘. whether vou ri]J]_I'IU‘.U
of all evidence upon the subject of my paper (Mesmerism),
being suppressed by your _|nmn¢|].-.. as has hitherto been
done.

This has been so much the case, that I should never
have thought of writing an article at all for a Medical Jour-
nal if 1 had not been requ 1ested h!. one of the Editors of
th:i.. f!rrf.lnfr.l HIIHIr ,,-|,|Fr.ln'|".'.'|'r-'|.' .||r|.l.'|',|_.-.'rl' ti :ll’] 00,

You will perceive, from what follows, that it fell to my
lot to introduce Mesmerism into the pl.:!ul' of SUTZery
antd medicine in the Government HUHEILLLL of Caleutta .int|
its neighbourhood ; and with such success, that painless
Surgery was as common in my Im-.l:mll long before ether
or chloroform were heard of, as it has become in the hmpl
tals of Ln,l_Lll:ui since the discove ry of the ansesthetic virtues
of these 151‘1!}_:.4_

D, :‘:"'!Hl[r-;lrm of |1:tlin]:|u';_:'i:? |'L-'I.".'i||ll_{ heard of my Ines-
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meric :Inmgs sent a message to me through my brother,
the Rev, David Esdaile, “tlmt [ owed it to mw]t and my
pt‘nﬁhﬁlm] to let my llmwu[mm be known in I nl:rLqu and
that if I would write an article he would et it p1|,h|]-h1;=f|_
in the Journal he was connected with.” 1 therefore sent
him * an account of one hundred and sizty-one serotal tumours
removed in the mesmeric trance.”” Shortly after I sailed for
England, and on reaching this country I found that my
paper had not been prmtml in the Edinburgh Monthly
Journal. Dr. Simpson excused himself on the plea that
it had also been sent to the Medical Fazeffe ® I:[‘.Iﬂu this,
I offered Dr. Simpson a more general paper, descriptive of
my Indian mesmeric experience, but got nnh a compli-
mentary note in It‘pl} In this Dr. hnul}.mu was plulbl’.‘[i to
say, ““ that he had ul".wu‘-» considered the few deaths out of
$0 TN iy formidable f:IJ{’l‘dtlﬁlh performed by me, one of the
most remarkable things in the history of surgery,” His
silence respecting my offered article was :-l_f:mhmnt enough,
but that there might be no mistake, I reminded him that he
had forgotten my offer. After II‘H]]‘-HIUI“lhlU delay, he in-
formed me that “ttn proposal had been submitted to his
brother editors, but that they feared my article would not
be sufficiently practical for a practical journal like theirs.”
To this I n‘*pli[*fl that hiz brother editors had {Iuim mistaken
the nature of my intended article, which was meant to be,
above all things, practical, and, if it were not so, they m:uht.
reject it, and re wﬂml it has been.

Now, Gentlemen of the Medical Profession, may [ re-
quest vou to condescend to read the first (h:l}rtm ‘of this
I".unpiaiv and then to say candidly whether you believe
my paper was rejected for its unpractical character, or sim-
ply because the editors have resolved that Mesmerism in
any shape shall not be true, and are determined that you
shall have no u|1|14:-r1u|:|!1. in their pages, of judging “for
yourselves ?

I have heard that 1t 1s given as a reason for not printing
my paper, that no one now denies my facts, but that they
only apply to the natives of India, and it is jeeringly said,
[ hg-m “Why does he not come and do the same in our

* It was printed in the Medical Gasette, but mutilated in the most
unwarrantable manner.
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]']E':I"‘uijltq'l.l'“ ?"”  But as far as I know, no Medieal Journal has
admitted the reality of painfess mesmeric operations, even
for India, or inserted one of the numerous European cases
n-pnrle‘c] from London, ]’.1LI- { ht"lhnllllf Madras, &e. They
will not mhnﬂ or Ewmnt ‘F.HII to hear even, of such umh%-
putable facts, for fear of “the comsequences. For, if the
medical mestherists are proved to have been right so far,
the public and the profession will naturally ask if they are
so likely to be wrong in the rest of their statements, as
those v.hu without examination, deny them. HIII *-ll]J'E‘.u:]‘tlllg
the H.-ri’.n:rs of India were ._Hmu- {_:JIHI;":IIIL’II_ it of no
interest to the surgeon, the physician, the plaxwuﬂutfrwh and
natural philosopher, to know that the one hundred and
twenty millions of our Eastern -uh]vcr-j and fellow-men
(one would suppose they were mnuk:ru} are so au-,upnhh.
of the mesmerie influence, that painless surgical operations
and other medical benefits from mesmerism are their
natural birthright ¥

There is reason to believe that the African constitution
15 1-1[“&”» '-HH{[‘]'III!!'I-]I' and if ]‘.IJLEJ}J['JI]H{:i]’]'lll]f be so readily
subdued, it is only a question of degree (the human con-
stitution being ruhmlh the same all over the world), and
the depressing influence of disease will be found to reduce
them Very often to the I!II!]'H‘{‘!.-i.-.ihll! condition of the nervous
system so common among the Eastern nations.

If the gentlemen who so liberally propose that I should
do their umL will condescend to follow the example of so
humbls ‘an individual ' 4a myself, they will, as I did, com-
mence by expressing their ignorance of the wuh]u:t and will
exper iment for themselves in their own h:]alutdl‘ﬁ I have
not returned to my native land to |JI:!.{“'-L"‘ either medicine
Or Mesmerism, .;Ltlfl far less to pprtnnu other I:lut:ul‘-]l: 8 dm}_
You have been told all along by your journals, gentlemen,
that your medical brethren vu;:aru-:{ in studying mesmerism
are either fools or advertising quacks. But ]Hm men, like
Dr. Gregory and myself, w ho neither want nor will accept
private practice, can be reduced to the category of quacks,
I do not well see ; and if we are fools, we m:l;:_(ht to be en-
couraged to write ourselves down such, as the speediest and
most effectual way of exposing us. I am convinced, gentle-
men, that vou and T are agreed in one point, 1|.1uwl1. liking
to be .,1|ln1.uw| b ]HEl”[‘ tm‘ ourselves, and that you HIH 1ot
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submit to be hoodwinked and led by the nose h:.' the per-
sons we pay to keep us well informed of new facts, and the
progress made in our lmmﬁluim] all over the world.

To pretend that there is a free medical press in (Great
Britain at this moment, is a moe Li*t‘} and a delusion. And
the proof of this is, that medical men who pledge their un-
blemished private and professional reputation for the truth
of their statements, are not allowed to be heard by you in
your '|nu1£"=-~lrr11rll organs, if what thev advance is contrary to
the pre illi{lf gs and forezone cone Jusions of the editors : and
the men who zive you thv G |i|1|l1. of a good name for their
good faith, are vilified, and the attempt is made to starve
them into silence and submission, by nameless and i irrespon-
sible writers, who erect themselves for the nonce into the
philosophers and guides of the medical world, though, in
general, pnuhml]x unacquainted with the athwl they
pretend to decide upon.

In vindication of what I iun'u- now -ﬁcl p{-rmit me to
present you, gentlemen, with a * bouquet” u1 nirht flowers
(ulmt] from the pages of different medical Journals,

¢ The mesmero-mania has ]m.uh :l“mr]h-d in the metro-
pu]ln into senile fatuity : but ]Irl"['!'\- in some of the provinces
with the gobe-mouches and chaw- bacons, who, after gulping
down a pound of fat pork, would, unh well-greased gullets,
swallow such a lot of mesmerie mummery as would choke
an alligator or a boa-constrictor.” — Medico-Chirurgical Re-
viewy, 18438,

The science of mesmerism, like the science of fortune-
telling, will always carry on a precarious existence, wherever
there are clever girls, p]n|n-vnp|:|n Bohemans, muLL. women,
weaker men ; but it can no longer affront thé common sense
of the mediecal profession, or dare to show its face in the
scientific societies after the last exposure.” — Lancef, 1838,

¢“ Pass a few short months, and the delusion stands ex-
posed ; the actors are declared to be deceivers or deceived :
the facts so lately boasted of are trampled upon with con-
tempt, and the doctrines built upon them are laughed to
scorn.” — British and Foreign Medical Review, 1839,

* We cannot publish any paper on the -ui]|u_~.[£ of such
an odious fraud as mesmerisin,’ '— Lancet, 1848,

“ Dr. Fluder need be under no apprehension of an attack
in the Mesmeric Magazine affecting him in the npini{m
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of the l}r;:f'mqnn, The journal only finds circulation among
the elass of impostors who rec ord their doings in it.’
ﬁ_{r'n’nrra’ Foazefte, 1845,

“ We pledge ourselves, before we lay aside the subject,
to -]ltm that there is nothing but the old staple of all
quac kery—bold mwrtmm half-observed facts, and multi-
farious inventions.”—The Im-".«-'rtr‘w 1850.

‘““ But for dhinu-,, mesmerism, hu'mwnp:lﬂw and such
like lving "'j;?'””‘ wonld |:|.11.u heen ]:Jufr since laid m the
h[:ttmnl:,-.ulut of oblivion.”— Medical T.'m o8, 18561, &e. &e.

The black stream of abuse, instead of [un!hmcr itself as
it flows, nnh becomes more fetid and abominable from the
contents of the different tribut ary sewers poured into it, and
one is at a loss to decide—

% Who the most in love of dirt exeel,
Or dark dexterity of groping well
Who flings most filth, and wide pollutes around
The stream.”

Would not one suppose that the illustrious Harvey was
deseribing the conduct of our modern medical ]cut:tmln in
the trnlitmm" passage ?

‘ Some are clamorous with groundless and fictitions
opinions on the authority of their teachers, plausible suppo-
sitions, or empty quibbles: and some rail with a torrent of
expr essions which are disereditable to them, often -'-i]kn‘tu]
insolent, and abusive, by which they only dlw]}]di their own
i"llillﬂm""n r|,h-~|1|[l11'». bad habits, and want of argument,
and Himu ihwmuvlum mad with =t:13]11~=111i'- uppmuri Lo
PRS0,

Thus it has ever been! The ancient knowledge has
always persecuted the new, and persons c: Jling themselves
j',ll"m"r.lml,l hers, and who ery out against intolerance and fanati-
cism 1In nrhvr:a have no tolerance themselves, except for
upinin;p- which iin not clash with their pre-cone L'Iu'[] notions.
Those who live by the wisdom of their ancestors, and by
chiseling and []nh-]ﬂ|l-f all systems, howl against and perse-
cute the discoverer of any new truth which disturbs their
suceessful routine, wounds their self- love, and endangers
their easy gains.

In matters of taste and opinion, anonymous writing can
do little harm. But it is a gross abuse of it when Anonymous
writers deny, point blank, scientific facts, for the truth of
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which honest and competent observers have made them-
selves l-."'-E:H'I!rJ]}'A" to the public. This is equally absurd and
unfair, and 1t 1s fmmnn" how it i1s tolerated ]‘n pmivh.r:nc]l
men in scientific ;uumn-’u Not rml:. 15 anonymous contra-
diction worthless in scientific inqnir'm:-'. when opposed to the
positive statements of qualified and responsible witnesses,
but the authority of men of the highest professional emi-
nence is equally inadmissible, when a subject is quite new
to them, and cannot be illustrated by their former studies
and 1=};1‘JE’:]‘§L'111‘1‘. “Ttis a very obvious prim-ilﬂgn“ Says Dir,
Chalmers, “ although often forgotten in the pride of prejudice
and 1::11tr::u=r-~t that what has been seen by one pair of
eves 1s of force to countervail all that has been reasoned or
guessed at by a thousand human understandings.’

Your I.'{!HUIH are heartily welcome to sir i:"c:’ 1if 1‘]11“‘. will
only permit you to hear, (Gentlemen.

How long, may it h{* permitted me to ask, will the inde-
pendent members of a liberal profession permit themselves
to be kept in the dark, by persons whose object is to stave
oft all knowledgze of an ]TllE]iJl tant subject which Hu“. had
ignorantly and hhll]". prejudged, and who hnpa' to escape to
{:nhl['.]r:n:n before the profession and the public they have
misled can be enlightened ?

I have much more to say to you, Gentlemen, as =oon
as there shall be a Free Trade in medical knowledge ; for 1
cannot afford to seek your ra,l:plnhrihnu at the expense
UI i '|-3r3”'|[:'|lll"|.' “I:"l."t!l"‘l el ] hql".[" .:!]]‘l. 'Illlff'lllln:ltlﬂtl to L’“'Hlll'llil]]-

cate to 'j”ll.

The medical department of mesmerism is only a frac-
tional part of its interest to ri.-ﬂe*i*lill;,_r 1L|'t||{i:-i; for it is r:-lr]:-h-
with instruction to the 1:11:.'.-&[1]:1;_!53-1., the Ii1[‘T$!1!I]}'Hi['1FL[l._ and
the natural philosopher. It will soon be as absurd for
teachers and writers on physics and metaphysics to leave
out of account the mesmeric phenomena, as it would be
at present to omit all notice of the eirculation of the blood
in a desc alplum of the human body.

Surely it will not be ]mulh]l- TU 84y, miuch trmcrvr that
the medical men and natural lhnlmﬂl}hvr- of J*11-r|,1 1l puclL
themselves upon being ignorant of the existence of a great
natural power, which throws a new li;{]ll. on the nature of
man ; disclosing his secret relations and sympathies with his
fellow-men and surrounding nature, and exceeding in interest
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all the drugs in the pharmacopeeia, from its being an inherent
power of !]n' human system.

This useful moral may be drawn from my story : That
to tell the truth and stick to if, may even be a inrsrf mercantile
spee wlation.

Truth 1s the protection of every one who holds by it, and
because 1 did so, it made me first a Presidency Surgeon of

Cale utta, and, soon after, Marine ""‘HI“{’U[I. the two 1!];1:'1‘.5
most coveted in the |Juh]l{ service for 1]|c- utjpuultinitivﬁ they
afford of 1]1‘1]-.|tuI a fortune bx i]r‘l‘l..l[{’ }:MEHU' But it so
h-lppwwd that I was, perhaps, the mlh member of the publie
service indifferent to such good fortune, and 1 only went to
Calecutta to vindicate my imuum Having done this, I very
soon after left for ever a country l!!]lll!]filll‘:- to my health e'l.ll.(l
distasteful to me. I have seen it ‘-u-h{i In 1ntm hmu' Ver, h:,.
a Dr. '.rimmpﬁ{m} of the Isle of Man, that I was :U]]1|::l;']|.{.’1l
to leave India in consequence of my mesmeric misdeeds.

I have the honour to be,
(GENTLEMEN,
Your most obedient Servant,
JAMES ESDAILE, M.D.

2060 August, 1850,




CHAPTER L

MESMERIC SURGERY.

CoNsIDERING the prejudices entertained against mes-
merism, and the contemptuous manner in which the .='|th:-111.
has been hitherto treated h:.' the medieal press, it is ;_{1't=.'|,r]}.'
to Dr. Simpson’s honour that he should have requested me
to furnish him with an account of my mesmeric experience
in India, for publication in the journal he is connected
with.

:"'Il‘!*IITIL"I‘iHIT'I has been so {'r:-]nl}:UtL']\' a fabooed ,-.|]]].:||:':'r. !J:..'
the medical press, that the readers of this paper will be
astonished to learn, that while mesmerism and its cultivators
were treated with E'ﬂ"lll'.ti'llli‘l}'éli!r] ridicule in England, three suc-
cessive governors of Bengal, Sir Herbert Maddock, t he Marquis
of Dalhousie, and Sir John Littler, were publicly acknow-
ledging its importance, encouraging its introduction into the
(Government ”EJ-“[J'LHLI.-G. and rewarding the person who intro-
duced mesmerism in India. This result was not brought
about by addressing the passions of the public, and by flat-
tering professional prejudices. The only levers I have used,
|}_'n.' which to move the minds of men, have been truth,
reason, and the natural sense of justice,—and on these I still
exclusively rely. It is impossible that such notorious facts
can be much longer concealed, and the attempt to do so
must be ruinous to the reputation of any professional
journal.

It will not be thought to detract from the intended prac-
tical character of this paper, I hope, if 1 give a short
“yésumé”’ of the rise, progress, and establishment of mes-
merism in India,; as an ansesthetic and curative agent.

ltl HJII] -IH-L-_r, ] ."-i‘l]:JL‘H'[] 1!1}' first 1[11_‘.=.n|g~1']|;' SUCCesses ir'-,
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the Caleutta Medical Jowrnal; and as my whole sub-
sequent 'i]t“[]-!l'l‘f!]]l"'-u were determined by the result of my
first experiments, it is necessary to relate shortly how I be-
came prac [*[¢1|h ac [111=1|uh=:1 'nl[h Mesmerism.

At the time of 'IllrtLl.lelll\. first experiment, 1 had never
seen any one mesme rmwl nor read a mesmeric book, and
had nnh conversed with one [Jt':-fm who had witnessed the
mesmeric phenomena. My informant, being a trustworthy
gentleman, excited my curiosity ; but as [ could get no
]mu.\-\ upon the -uh]qu I determined to experiment for my-
self, leaving the when and the how undetermined. Accident
decided this for me. and under circumstances that 'E:II"L‘L'EH[]("El
the []d]-n.]blllt\ of mistake.

(On the 4th April, 1845, a Hindoo of the lowest caste was
brought to the hospital with a double hydrocele, The water
was drawn off one side of the sc rotum, and two drachms of
the usual corrosive sublimate m;vm:m were thrown in.  On
feeling the pain from the injection, the man threw his head
aver the back of the chair. and Im;-uwi his hands firmly upon
his groins, making the grimaces of a person in pain. "'.nﬂ]ll"
him mujuwm r in this Wiy, it oecurred to me to attempt to
Mesmerise Imn . .l,u[! 1ii1h|u|r to my native assistant, I asked
him if he had ever seen a person mesmerised ? He said that
he had seen it attempted in the Medical College, Caleutta,
bt v.'hlmut success. *“ I have a great mind to try it on '[]H'a
man’ I said ; “ but as I never saw it done, I shall pro-
bably not succe ed.”  Without a word said to the man (his
eves being still closed), 1 ht'g;ul to make passes from the
crown of his Wead to the pit of his stomach, without tmu*hiiw
him. I continued this for half an hour, and then gave it up
in despair, seeing no sensible effect.  While resting myself
(the thermometer being 85%), I desired the man to open his
eyes, and he said that he saw smoke, This roused my atten-
T]UH and tempted me to persevere, as I had heard of the mes-
merie haze. ili.' .-I]rntl} removed his hands from the groins,
crossed his arms on his breast, and all signs of une: LSINeSS
|E|=.1ppﬁ~.um| In half an hour more he took no notice of my
{{Ili,"HHth, and remained perfectly passive while I drove a pin
into the small of his back. |J.-rtt'r|1. ‘his back began to dlth
backwards. and he was now in a state of rgrua.’fmfrn.'rﬂ- the
nape of his neck restine on the back of the chair, and his
breech on the edge of the seat. Being now convinced that
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we had got something extraordinary, I went over to the ad-
jacent court-house, .md begred the judge and collector of
the district to come over to the |I[=*~£JI’[ il.  We found him in
the same position I had left him in, and no halloving could
attract his attention. Fire was applied to his knee without
his shrinking in the ]-..Lt'r, and liquor ammonige, that brought
tears into our eyes in a moment, was inhaled by him for
some minutes without caus Ing an uellri to qmu-r. I now
bent his head i‘::m.ml,:mrl pl.lwd his eyes in front of a mid-day
Indian sun. On opening the eyelids, the pupils were seen to
be dilated as if by be .at]cmn‘t and the light produced no effect
whatever upon the iris. 'We were all now quite satisfied that
total insensibility of all the senses existed, and left him. He
awoke after three hours, and had no recollection of anything
that had }m[lpulwi

On the Gth April the inflammation was very high, and
the part L'.".E]'Ill:-nl.l.']} tender to the touch. I therefore at-
tvmptw:l to mesmerise him El;:}llm, and in three quarters of an
hour the coma was established, and I squeezed the inflamed
part with as little effect as if it had been an Indian-rubber
bottle.

When he had recovered from the first operation, I de-
termined to perform the second one under the mesmeric
iu[hll""l'lf'{’,. |.i Iji]fﬁhilll{’, Fl]l:l 1[l"|'i1.(,'L1 :l.E] thi" ElEﬂ]l'I{"ﬂ[l g(,"l'l_tll,'!"]l;"]j_
i:l] 1.|'li" II[';g}ll:][lul'l]E]E]EJ, ] hl,‘! I'I']'l_".‘_-'ul,"l]l'.. {,’111’ SUCCESS Was COIn-=
plete. He was operated on at 3 o’clock .M., and did not
awake till 12 o’clock at night. The same insensibility of the
irts and of the inflamed part was re-p:-m*dly witnessed, and
conclusively proved on the second occasion also. The
limbs, throughout these experiments, were as flexible as
those of a person killed by lightning, and the joints were all
as passive as door-hinges.

From a careful survey of all the attending circumstances
of this case, I felt confident—

bl h.L’r it was ||1m.-l]1:, and [:inmu:l"\ Lm}lch-..:l}l:- that the
man could be an impostor, inasmuch as he could not imitate
what he had never heard of. But, allowing that he had sup-
pressed all expression of pain by a |unw:ml effort of his will,
it was absurd to suppose that he could, by any act of wolition,
control the movements of an inveluntary organ like the tris.

[I. That, as the man could not possibly imagine what
was expected, there could be no imagination at work in the
matter.
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ITI. That there was no consent or mental sympathy be-
tween the parties ; and it has been seen that there was no
suggestion.

[V. That it was not necessary for the patient’s eyes to
be open.

From these conclusions I inferred, that the influence
exertedd by me was of a purely physical nature ; and that if
persons could be reduced to this degree of coma by the
mesmeric processes, it would be '[JE]H:.]]PIG to perform the
most severe =;||r'~ri:.tl operal ions without their Lm‘mh*:lge-;
and that the umn:u].u system ]wm" l]mii.-:th :E]:l‘n\_-i‘ﬂ' it
would greatly assist us in overcoming muscular and liga-
mentous contractions of the limbs. It also appeared pro-
bable to me, thatif the trance could be sufficiently prolonged,
active inflammations might be resolved by the natural
curative powers of the sy '\1|. m in the absence of all pain and
irritation. which are the fuel that support |1LfLr,mn“itun
action.

[t was also a very easy inference, that such a power must
be extensively useful as a general curative agent; for, if
asked, * what power I most eoveted for the cure of disease,’
I should have replied, * Enable me to make people sleep as
long as 1 ]:]mw without any of the subsequent evil eftects
from narcotics, and I will engage to cure a great variety of
diseases by this remedy =1lum

1 shall now proe wed to show whether these conclusions
and inferences were well founded, for I lost no time in
testing them all by actual experiment.

Having ascertained from my first case that coma might
be indue r.-:l with the patient’s eyes closed, and feeling thl'
e vu‘]h of an easy attitude for h::t]l ]Jllﬂvh when one had
to labour for an hour at a time perhaps, I mesmerised my
next patient lying in bed with his eyes closed, and in a
darkened room. If the eye were not necessary, [ concluded
that it would probably be a source of distraction ; and the
sitting position was also ﬂhit*t’r'mu.l.h]-:* for the same reasom,
as a person instinetively resists "u;n" o ‘ﬂll.'i’EJ in the erect
posture. As my nh|v[l was to obtain a perfectly passive
unre -:.iatin;_g state of mind and body, I also nu-apv{h*:l that
absolute ignorance of the auh|u_1, and of my intentions,
would favour my views, as the patient’s mind would not be
excited |‘n. HJI]r'r'-II'-. or .lLumwl at the i“\}ll'l’_'li"lil consequences.
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In my second case, all these conditions were therefore
observed, and with such success that it was adopted as the
routine practice by which I have since performed nearly
three hundred utptm[ upvmtmm of every description, with-
out the me]:-t{wr, of the IM!]F.']LT

The lc:”rmin" 15 the routine observed in the six different
hospitals in which I have practised mesmerism ; and if the
plan has any advantage over the '['ll.mpumn method, I
Imwllulu it 1s from I,h{* more intimate and extensive con-
nection established between the two systems ; the bodies of
both parties being usually naked to ‘the w waist, is also of
service, no doubt.

The patient is desired to lie down in bed in a darkened
room, and go to sleep if he can; his head is brought to one
end of the bed, and the mesmerisér seats himself so as to be
able to breathe upon the head, and extend his hands re: wdily
to the pit of the stomach. He then begins making passes
from the back of the head down to the Im of the -.tmmuh
breathing gvuth on the head and eves also. The f]uuph
are held llmw:-h in the sh: ape of claws, and are carried al{mh
over the parts, at the distance of an inch from the surfac e,
dwelling longer over the eyes, nose, mouth, and sides of the
neck ; and on reaching the pit of the stomach, the hands are
suspended there some minutes. Having continued this
process for a quarter or half an hour, l}lf" passes may be
advantageously ended by pressing both hands lightly on the
pit of the stomach for some minutes,

As T spared neither mind nor body n the wonder-working
labour, I found myself, at the end of six weeks, suffering
from extreme mnervous exhaustion, ae umlp“mmi with
irritability and =~lu=plva~;mm~ Coneeiving that mesmerism
was fihr,wlx rich enough in martyrs, and perceiving that, if
I wished to live to mhmw its 111mt1|:h it would be necessary
to refrain from its practice, I foreswore it thene e-tunh,, and
have only put out my hand I'Jn{gl‘ﬂl'l'.'l'll.t]h for experiment ever
since. |*t'l'lmfrwnf'|{||:nt that I could not be a chosen vessel,
but that all men [Hl-«ht"-wt-[l the power, more or less, if they
knew how to use it, I set my hos 1}|m| attendants, door-
keepers, and cooks, all to work upon patients in both my
hospitals ; and, one by one, they reduced their subjects to
[Ihi_:'1l‘-l.|_'ll|.it‘- 1-'-]1L]1 | upvmlm] upon those that needed it.

But before relinquishing the labour of mesmerising, I
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had reduced about a score of persons to the state of coma,
and performed a variety of operations upon them without
their an'.]a*d#r- or consent. The Ic:lhm]luf 15 an apt and
at liLIu"' (K.meh‘* of Thh and oceurred at l}u.- commencement
of my mesmeric Ph[:i"”]l]i,'Tl.l,’-, —_

Modoomohun E{mh a fine Hindoo hm twelve years old,
was brought to the hospital with a uml]rmmcl fracture of
both |!]l:'|'|t:- of the fore-arm. Matter had formed, and the
wound required to be enlarged upwards and downwards,
As he was apprehensive, I put a piece of wet cloth over his
eyes, te slling him it would eool his brain, and went on with
my ]H!Hi\‘ll’ﬂ affairs.  The ]wu]rh were all dismissed, and
approaching him unobserved, I suceeeded in entrancing him
in ten minutes, and laid open the arm without disturbing
him in the least. I returned after three hours, and found him
still sleeping. He *-]JEJIi]*. awoke, and said the pain was
much less, and that no one had hurt him that day.

So deplorably ignorant was I, pending the arrival of
books which | ]Mrlultl: red from England and France, that |
avalled myself, in my first operations, of the earliest moment
to I.I'|M'nl'll’ lest the |m1||,||1a should ese ape from my influence.
But it soon became apparent that, instead of this, each trial
increased my influence, and the sleep was easier induced
daily, till at lasta T-.".a passes sufficed to produce coma. New
and unlooked for phenomena ]|11-=l-111c-c] themselves d: Lth
and it was very agreeable for me to imagine that I was
making l::ll]”llhll discoveries and observations. But, alas!
with the works of Puysegur, Deleuze, Bertrand, Loubert,
[l'u]mit' Teste, lr-[ii]ht]llti Newnham, IIHHh'I:"]Hi Sandby,
the Zotst, &e., came the mortifying ]num.l.h;..v that 1 h-t{!
only, for the most part, been repeating what had been
mtn.ﬂh well done, and faithfully recorded long ago. DBut
it was something to have reduced 1!.;!1]]'1_"H- surgery to a regular
systemn by this time, sufficient for the wants of the p:*nplrﬂ of
Bengal gene rally.

llnr}ghlx where my experiments were commenced, being
a small, obscure country station, I was compelled to appear
frequently before the pul:l![ in the invidious character of my
own chronicler, or [Jmm:t the 1 important facts that fell umlu
my :thl*ri,lrum daily, to die in obscurity. 1 was soon saved
this disagreeable task, however, by the visitors of my hospitals

nluutmh and }J'Il.'wﬂl]“t". coming forward, in their own

|
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names, to vouch for the reality of the facts reported by me.
They were gentlemen of all professions, and ge |||'|1]|1.
strangers to me; and the reader would pmlmEh like to
compare their statements with mine, to see how far presumed
f.l.'"..l'.l'.'""i g5 e  Or _Il"-'l'.l'"l x.:l'r,",_.',l ‘lil I]ui[] ]!E"I'\[”Iql_‘[i 1|1‘. =Senses, Or
obscured my judgment. AsTam writing for a l]lf]h,"-»\]t:lrl..ll
Jffl'lllf'lhll [ will ”]Ll"- here qu t:tc*f'l{' evidence of medical men ¢

“ Tune 2nd, 1846.

“ SIR,—There is now no medical journal at this Presi-
dency, I will, therefore, trouble you to publish this narrative,
[t 1r|[!-1 interest all men, for all are liable to suffer.

heard from an ex-student of the Medical College,
I|!I.l.l' Hr Hsdaile was about to perform some operations in
surgery during I]w mesmeric trance. I set off, thinking that
no ]IIl"![I.{ al man is justified in neglecting any nppot‘tumtw
that may advance his knowledge in mwlu al science, and of
the |H"‘a method of relie 1.m"' human suffering.

¢ 1 found, on arrival at the famed l]llcl[!!]hl'l].l.}l ”r:n.[um[
the {IJ][!JJII'IJ.ILI:I was full of earriares, and that I was not the
only dise Iplu of Ese ul.limh who thought it worth while to go
fi 1h miles in search of truth.

“One of the Presidency surgeons, Dr. Chalmers: the
Hi‘f.'t't‘till‘:-.' to the Counecil of Education, Dr. Mouat: the Civil
Surgeon of Howrah, Dr, Green: besides Dr, M* H.w, and 1
dare say mary others, had braved the terrors of a burning
sun to arrive at ”t:ll:]"']'ll‘. by 11 o'clock. But there were
others besides medical w]n=-1f11m- reverend clergymen,
civilians, military men, merchants, and men of science.

H{n IJ:!““II]” into the n\|1-|=r¢1t111-=r room (an open ]a]m{* o
one side of a square open court), the patients to be operated
upon were seen sleeping profoundly; at the head of each
bed, leaning over the patients, were the native mesmerisers
in full operation.

* At a signal from the Doctor, the first man was brought
out on his bed for the removal of a i,iruz- I:]E']::E]rl]]h]i{i
tumour; the very size of which appeared to astomsh some
of the spectators, Dr. Esdaile very [:mf]:.. set about re-
moving it, and he worked with a leisurely manner that
convineed me he had the most certain convietion that he
was giving no pain, and therefore in no hurry. The man
never awoke, but—with the L"}i.('l.‘]'IITi[Jtt of one or two uneasy
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‘11.'1115'1:“- S0 ]'l A8 One sees 'I!] an nneasy (I'I'("q'l.“'.l—]"l.f"' [l."r I!ll"l-
fectly still, and the regular pu]w and regular respiration
continued to the end of the Hl]l"i.;ltl['ﬂ] 1 ulmh hesides the
mass of disease, organs were removed q‘mlmu*rl with ex-
quisite -d-:!-1h|l|h Now this man was laid on one side, and
removed on his bed to the side of the same room.

“The Doctor, ©all dabbled with blood,” a gory spectacle
to those who could see, ordered -out another man from the
back of the room. Now this is so contrary to our usual
managements and concealments, as to be very striking.
The same nonchalance was evident in Dr. Esdaile’s manner
of handling a horrible case of cancer, and even striking in
his knife, just to ascertain how far the disease exte nded.
This mass, which here also was removed, included the same
parts, and was m[l.l.l]h endowed with t“.c{m ite -~u11-1ht|11x.
The man mnever awoke,—never, so far as I recollect, even
started, and slept {uwt]‘-. <'ll'[£‘1‘-1r:!]"f|=:.. just as h{-fnw the
{:}n'mtmn, He and |11- bed were removed to the other side
of the room also. The Doctor, it was elear, never thought
of shocking a third man, who was next brought forward,
llll;'lpi];li]:‘fl h:..' the Doctor’s shirt sleeves, now of a i]n*‘rh
uniform crimson. A large, deep, ragged uleer under the
heel, was pared down as ur-rﬂl\. as a farrier pares down a
horse’s hoof. He never stirred, sle pt like a child, and when
the Doctor left his hoof |mﬂ1 there it lay bleeding, but
with a ve Ty H'hp[umhlv finish uuml to it. Had the man
been se l|-|:h1l... this would have hc 2N torture s0 exc Jllchtilurr
that I have heard the ]]EJ-[]LI’;L[ 1111;_{ with the shrieks :Jt'
'|J11'[H=|:|l- for whom it was necessa Iy

¢ Bv and by, the other sle *epers awoke: each and all
declared ]ml:lnlt when they were questioned in Bengalese
|}'|. the Rev. Mr. La Crox, T]]r11 thm knew imi]lluﬂ' nor felt
'nnthmw whatever of the operations.

¥ | I"mn seen many who have undergone these serious
l]]llTLLLtJmh which thm suffered, with the cold sweat of
agony |:mhhlm:r up for hours afterwards » and a 1311l~.|,1 &0
depressed, that it was hazardous to move them; whereas
these were tillﬂ't' chatty and lively. Dr. Esdaile 1*3.']1:1:!5”:‘:1
his reasons U{t_‘-. \‘-['I"hl“.} for not I]En'in;_[ included the
;LI:!]:-nTanu of a woman’s IL'rT in the {!;i_:."s; 1:L'!'tl:r11n;111{-|;*..-'_
The delay would have been rlau;ﬁmnua; she also did not
suffer a pang. I cannot but state my firm conviction, after
9]

B &
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having seen the woman, that she must have died if operated
on in the usual manner. This person, and the large ele-
phantoid tumour case, were not only saved pain, but a vast
amount of vital {lﬁpn'mun which ]1]I."|1T in either case have
punml fatal,

“Now, I have simply stated these facts, as a testimony
to the impnrtant benefits Dr. ksdaile is l.*mltbrr]n:g upon the
poor and wretched natives. He does not mesmerise these ;
he teaches others, and Thu do it so effec h]cﬂh that the
Doctor never once looked at any of his p.s,isr*n'ru whilst
operating, He seems perfectly assured that they are spell-
bound,—nobody holds them down. They :|11|"]11 kick as
much as I11L“-. lliw —but thu do not stir.  He is not afraid
of the others being awoke by their shricks. He never puts
them in different rooms - I]l(_". who have been niwmtwl
upon, and they who are to be nlsr,mt[:rl upon, are all in the
SATE  TOOmL. i’*nph* talk as loud as they like,—nay, even
laugh,—and that awe which the hardiest leu.ﬂh a*x!n*:wnu*
at the sight of human suffering, is here quite banished.

“In fine, that which makes the boldest and best of us
recoil from surgical interference so long as we possibly can,
which makes almost all native lm-'rumn resist until life and
limb are lost together, no longer exists. The natural dread
of ]mm is LHTHLh trmm.ml there 1s no resistance of the
s ll“-j. no re h:*lnrnh -r<1:1lul= at the most eritical moment.

“It 1s, I believe, with mesmerism, quite as easy to
operate upon the ]-I'L'-EI]:_E as upon the dead. ;

“I cannot conceive, it is hardly possible to tell, how
much good may be effected by those whose high moral con-
scientiousness confines the operation of their wonderful
power to an use which we cannot but look upon as legiti-
mate. And the satisfaction of having contributed to so
great an amount of alleviation to human pain and misery,
will, I cannot doubt, afford higher gratification to Dr.
Esdaile, than the honour even of introduc ing into India this
wonderful iImprovement in operative surgery.

ke ‘Hl AN Weee,
. _.!” rJ,n' H.’,u . _;] .u{h"

“ Medical College.™

Dr. Mouat, also one of the Professors in the Medical
College, Calcutta, wrote the following letter, descriptive of
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what he saw in my hospital, and it was published at the time
in the Zoist:

“ Caleutta, July 4, 18464,

“ My pEAR DR. ErniorsoN,—My conscience has long
been upbraiding me for not having written to report to you the
great progress which mesmerism has recently been making
in this distant neighbourhood ; but, in truth, T am so op-
pressed by lmhlil; duties as to have been compelled to
abandon all private correspondence for the last two years.
I recently, however, had an nwmrtumh of visiting II!]IJ”’]”\-,
and witnessing some of Dr. Ksdaile’s operations, which 1
cannot refrain from mentioning to you, as they r-anJi'afr.!’r ly com-
viced me of " their l;wr.-,l‘rnl’ ,FHIF"-'!IU;H Frmujrf{hr iy wn‘ﬁw!ug.' of any
Feind fo the ];-n.'.'u;-.lh who were the subjects of them. 1 wrote
Dr. Esdaile a brief note, which he Inth]]'hul in the news-
papers here, and of which I send you a copy by the present
mail. The surgical details of the cases he will “himself puh-
lish. The tumour removed, together with the diseased
testes, must have weighed at least 50 lbe. ; the eancer of the
colis was a dreadful looking mass of disease ; and the paring
of the ulcerated heel, about as painful an application of the
knife as could be resorted to: vet, in each and all, there was
entire absence of every—even the shighlest—indication ot E]h‘.'-
sical suffering. I not only satisfied m :;wf.f of this, but care-
}'"HH'J; i u'f.-.r'url" everiy movement of the f-r-!fer.-Jh to discover the
ﬁ'I.ln.Fr st ray .'J,f ,I‘”l".g.li'rl.".L but without success, Dr. Esdaile has,
as you are aware, now performed more than one hundred
mesmeric operations ; and so great 1s his sueccess, as well as
the confidence which the natives far and wide have in his
skill, humanity, and the painless nature of his cures; that
& rur.-'fr.:lf { Cise |fJ.IL r.'rrllrur.i'-fr.u?'i!-n"wi'\ rJ,f‘ the scrofum 15 wow fo be mel
with in a Caleutta hospital. _i-’-rul.m"r of all elasses, and with
every species of ailments, are resorfing fo kim, and, in most
instances, with benefit to themselves. He is one of the most
able, well-read, and proficient members of the Bengal
Medical SBervice, and I am quite sure his successful pursuit
of the subject h:r which you have saerificed so much, will
be a great .Lml true source of :{t-lirr}n o voul,

“ With every sincere wish for your health and happiness,
believe me,

“ Ever yours most truly,
“ FREDERICK J. Mouvar,
¢ J. Elliotson, Esq., M.D., &e. &e. &e.”
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I am indebted for the notes of the following remarkable
operation to Dr. Stewart, Professor of Midwifery in the
Medical College :—

Hurronundo Saha, aged 27, hearing that 1 was in Cal-
cutta, came to the native hospital on the 9th October, 1846,
with an enormous serotal tumour. It measured seven feet in
circumference, and fwo feef round its neck. Although the
tumour was as large as his whole body (he is about eight
stone in weight), he was in tolerable condition, and his con-
stitution did not seem much broken. The operation was
performed on the 14th October, and the mass, half an hour
after its removal, weighed one hundred and three pounds.

Dr, Stewart’s Notes of Dr. Esdaile's Mesmeric Operation on
the 148k October.

“ The time occupied in the operation was six minutes,
including the application of ligatures to the spermatic arteries,
and three or four other vessels that spouted.

“The arterial” heemorrhage was very small indeed, but
the \'r't‘]l:i]l;,!‘ of blood at the moment of each transverse cut
was appalling, the loss could not have been less than 10 or
12 Ibs. The patient remained throughout most perfectly
still and motionless. I held his pulse the whole time, and
counted it carefully. Immediately on the removal of the
tumour, it sank to zero; his face became pale, and cold
sweat hi!ll'.“-"-'t":.l his ft‘.-rui:u'u{l; and it was not till his head
was lowered by the withdrawal of one or two pillows that
he recovered from the collapse caused by so sudden and
great a withdrawal of vital stimulus from the heart and
brain.

““The pulse gradually returned, and was found, when
first counted, to be 120, very small, compressible, and in-
termitting ; but there was not the slightest evidence of con-
sciousness or of pain.

‘It was now deemed necessary by Dr. Taylor and myself
to pour some wine and hartshorn down his throat: but as
he could not swallow in this state, it was allowed us to dash
cold water in his face. blow in his eyes, and fan him, by
which means he awoke from his trance, recovered sufficient
sensibility to drink some brandy and water, and presently
subsided into perfect repose ; the pulse, however, remaining
very weak, and settling at 100. No active hamorrhage
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ensued with this reaction, but two or three more small
vessels were tied, and cold wet clothes were applied to the
raw surface. The patient was then L;-'I.t’i'ﬁ-!]l}’ removed to a
clean bed.
¢ Tn the course of the afternoon, as I was informed, some
symptoms of collapse occurred, such as vomiting and rest-
lessness, and some seven or eight more vessels were sue-
cessively secured by the assistants who remained in watchful
charge of him. He passed a good night; the wound was
stitched and strapped the following day ; and on visiting him
this morning, I found him luuinnw composed, and w]a*arplllg“
soundly, the parts looking well, rm:l with every prospect of
a most successful cure.
(Signed) “D. SteEwart, M.D.,
“ Presidency Surgeon.
“ Caleutta, Oct. 16, 1846.

¢ The following gentlemen, besides a room full of natives,
wenrea !W"."H"”T.—

¢ Mr. Halliday, Mr. Beadon, Mr. Hume, Mr. Young,
Dr. M:!Pherson, Dr. Jackson, Dr. D. Stewart, Dr. Burt,
Dr. R. Stuart, Dr, Taylor, Dr. Huffnagle, Mr. Foy, Mr.
Watson.”

When I left Caleutta, this man was well and fat. By
the end of nine months, I had pe*rlhruwal seventy-five pain-
less mesmeric operations ; which fact [ reported officially to
the Medical Board, offering, at the same time, to satisfy
the members of the Board of the accuracy of my represen-
tations by ocular demonstration. But the Board did not
condescend even to notice the 1ms~|pr of my Report.
Having, at the end of the first year, accumulated more than
one hundred painless operations, 1 made a Report upon the
subject to the Government direct, and offered * to satisty
any number of persons in whom the Government had confi-
[hnm of the truth of my statements.” The IJu}mh-lmwt—
nor, Sir Herbert Maddock, thereupon ordered a committee,
L(JI[LI][}-:.E'I:]. of three medieal and three 11::}uuh'--lt}l1 il gentle-
men, wit ]1 a uw]['h{t t]t thi_‘ ﬁ'n[ﬂfiu ..l,t ]:H-lld I:[r] T]]L‘]'I ]_:H’
sident, to witness and report upon mesmerie oper: ations to be
pvrl;nnm-{i by me in their presence; and 1 came down to

Caleutta from [lrrntrhh to take my trial. All the cases
requiring operation in the native hospital, Caleutta, during
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a fortnight, were subjected to mesmeric treatment: and
this 1s the conclusion of the Committee’s report to Govern-
ment :—

“The individual could not be aroused by loud noises -
the pupils were insensible to light ; and great, and in some
cases apparently perfect, insensibility to pain was witnessed
on burning, pinching, and cutting the skin, and other sen-
sitive organs ; and in its general character it differed from
the sleep produced by narcotie drugs in the quickness which,
in eight cases out of ten, the patient was awoke after certain
transverse passes, or fanning by the mesmeriser, and blowing
upon the face and on the eyes; in the natural condition
of the pupils of the eyes, and the conjunetivee, in all the
cases after awaking ; in the absence of stertorous hrvullllng,
and of subsequent delirium or hallucination, and of many
other symptoms familiar to medical observers, and which are
produced by aleoholic liquors, opium, hemp, and other nar-
cotic drugs.

¢ The general result arrived at, then, on the question of
pain during the mesmeric surgical operations we witnessed,
amounts to this, that in three cases there is no proof what-
ever that any pain was suffered, and that in the three other
cases fhe manifestations of Ij.'r-'.!‘.i.e during the operafion are oji-
posed by the positive statement of the patient that no pain was
r.'u"j-'t’.l'l‘l-"-'e ced.”’

Upon the receipt of the Committee’s Report, the intentions
of the Government were thus intimated to the President by
the Secretary to the Government of Bengal :—

** The Committee’s Report has been ordered to be pub-
lished, and the Deputy-Governor entirely coneurs with the
remark of the President in Council, that it is sufficient for
the present that it should be allowed to work its own way
towards producing conviction among the profession and the
public ; and that, at this stage, any more direct encourage-
ment on the part of Government to the general introduction
of the mesmeric practice would be premature. But so far
has the possibility of rendering the most serious surgical
operations painless to the subject of them been, in his
Honour’s opinion, established by the late experiments per-
formed under the eye of a Committee appointed for the
purpose, as to render it incumbent on the Government to
afford to the meritorious and zealous officer by whom the
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subject was first hmu;;ht to its notice such assistance as may
facilicitate his investigations, and enable him to prosecute
his interesting experiments under the most favourable and
promising cire utla-'r.m{ es,

« With this view his Honour has determined, with the
sanction of the ‘-nu[]rg,me Government, to 'E:ll:tt"d_' Dr. Esdaile
for one year in charge of a small mpmnm'nnl hospital in
some I';unumhhe situation in Caleutta, in order that he may,
as recommended by the Committee, extend his 1||tc'H1l::.|l|r!1H
to the applicability of this alleged agency to all descriptions
of cases, medical as well as :.urf-!ml thIII all classes of patients,
European as well as native, ”] Esdaile will be directed to
encourage the resort to his hn-.p]hﬂ of all respec table persons,
E'“»l}l;tl-eln‘. medical and scientific, whether in or out of the
Service, who may be desirous of Hglllai'-.l'vr themselves of the
nature .m(l the effect of his experiments ; and his Honour will
nominate, from among the Medical Officers of the Presidency,
¢ Visitors, * whose ﬁt!h it will be to visit the 31r:=~|]lt-.t1 ’rrmn
time to time, inspect Dr. Esdaile’s proceedings, without
exercising any interference, and oc rcasionally, or when called
o, 1L'irm[ il}ruu lem I‘hrml”h the \It{ltntl ]pﬂd”l for the
II]t{}IIHrlT'Il]II of Government. On these reports will mainly
depend what further steps the Government may deem it ex-
pedient to take in the matter.

¢ T have the honour to be,
¢ (ventlemen,
“ Your most obedient Servant,
(Bigned) “ FRED. Jas. HALLIDAY,
& ﬁf,--.nj.-;-,fr”'l.allr to the I':;;':ru."_ ri,f' jfﬂ-iflnl.r:iln“.‘

By the end of the year of experiment, Lord Dalhousie
had arrived : and, though overwhelmed with business, he
found time to read all the Hospital Reports, as well as those
of the  visitors,” and made up his mind from documentary
evidence alone. Having favoured me with an interview, he
expressed himself pm!ec tly satisfied ; and, on my u!h*!i!]“ to
add the evidence of his senses; he said, * That is |wrlL{t|v
superfluous,—there can be no doubt about the matter.
Soon after this, I had the honour of an invitation to Govern-
ment House : and in the course of the evening his Lordship
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congratulated me upon being appointed a Presideney Surgeon
of Calcutta; and, in reply to my thanks, he was pleased to
say, “ You have nothing to thank me for, Dr. Esdaile ;—you
have only to thank yourself: I have only done an act of
jl.l.‘.'-lilff{‘...”

As my new appointment had no hospital attached to it,
the principal native inhabitants of Caleutta petitioned his
Lordship to make the Experimental Hospital a permanent
public institution. But his Lordship declined to gratify
them, on the principle of teaching them to help themselves—
a lesson that has yet to be learned by our Indian fellow-
subjects. His Lordship’s views were, however, realised, and
a Mesmeric Hospital, supported by public subseription, was,
with little difficulty, established, and placed under my super-
intendence,

This Subscription Hoespital was closed at the end of
ﬂif_[h!lﬂl;‘l] ]!]ﬂn[hd, in cOnsequence of Sir John L]tt[m'1 the
Deputy-Governor, being pleased toappoint me Superintendent
of one of the Government “c:-.-'pi.‘ui.-,', for the express purpose
of enabling me to introduce mesmerism into regular hospital
practice.

Sir John took a great interest in our proeeedings, and
came often to the hospital, aceompanied by his staff and
friends, to witness mesmeric operations, and always expressed
in the highest terms his astonishment and delight at what
he saw,

During the eighteen months the Subseription Hospital
was open, eighty-four capital operations were performed in
it ; and nature, I have no doubt, is still running the same
course. in my absence, as I had the gratification, before
leaving Calecutta, to see Dr. Webb, Professor of Demonstrative
Anatomy in the Medical College, gazetted as my sueccessor
in the hospital,—than whom there can be no fitter person,
from his knowledge of the subject, and the interest he has
long taken in it.

The following is a list of the mesmeric operations per-
formed by me in the hospitals of Hooghly and Calcutta :—

Amputation of thigh £ 2
4 lesr - : : ] : 1
o arm 2

23 breast ; one 7, another 10 lbs. weight 4




Amputation of thumb 1
it great toe . . ‘ , 1
= penis - . 3
& one testis ! b - 3 3
- two do. : : 2
._., enlarged clitoris and mmpi].t- - 1

"‘-:_Iur.lf tumours of all sizes ﬁum
10 lbs, to 103 lbs, ‘n.'.'i_‘:l:'_:ill, . 200
Cancer of cheek L!};tlrpatu'd

3

s eyeball do, . : : i
b scrotum do. i .
.u’rlhurmm.h tumours on the ears remov 1-:1
Cataracts U[JE‘th‘il on : : q i

J.J“{l ‘]t I.I'[ill.lE|I 11 i lleHlHl"'llll htl.l: LU]L SHWIL Uﬂ
End of thumb cut off
Great-toe nails cut out by the roots

L A +
b = =t = 00 Q0 = N el = G0 D B e el

Gum eut away . . . i .
Heels flayed . . . '
Hypertrophy of penis removed. : . .

- IJ“."P:I,IL{.‘ i].l::l.. . . " "
L'Lt]inmllly . . . . . . .
Li:thquiI:,' - . . . . . .
Piles, suppurating, cut out G ; - .
l’rulupuuﬁ ani, the size of a child’s head, reduced

in the trance L ! . A , 1
Strangulated hernia reduced in rlu 1 . : 3
"ﬁLhilLvuu] contracted arms in do. . q 5 :

knees in do. . ; : b

2 »

Tumour in the groin removed (a fungoid unde-

scended testis) ; . ; l
Tumour in the antrum 111.1*..11[.11 do. : i 1
Tumour on leg do. . : . ‘ ‘ 1

Total . : ; : ’ . 261

No account has been kept of abscesses opened, teeth
drawn, nitric acid applied to large wounds, hydroceles
operated on, setons introduced, unhealthy sores pared down
in the trance, &e.

Regarding the important point of ultimate mortality, the
results have been very satisfactory, and well deserve the at-
tention of the pt'u(:!i:'.‘t! surgeon, The deaths in 200 opera-
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tions for the removal of scrotal tumours, weighing from 10
to 103 lbs., have been five per-cent.  But it is an extraor-
dinary eircumstance; that though at least 20 of the tumours
were of all sizes, from 50 to 108 1bs. weight, and many of
the patients were 50, and several of them 60 years of age,
yet in no instance was death caused directly by the opera-
tion, but took place after many days or weeks, in conse-
quence of lock-jaw, fever and dysentery, cholera, and ulti-
mate exhaustion of the system, from what may be called
hozpital diseases and aceidents.

The deaths among the other operations amounted to
four.

In eoncluding the surgical part of the subject, T beg to
state that I have never seen (nor has any one else) any bad
effects to attend or follow upon operations performed in the
mesmeric trance, and that the influence is essentially of a
strengthening instead of a depressing nature. It strengthens
the patient for the operation, protects him during it, and faci-
litates his recovery by permitting painless dressing of his
wounds, and being the best and speediest anodyne when he
sulters from local pains ;- for the system becomes very sen-
sitive ilt!’l‘i.'nf_g eonvalescence after severe operations, and a
few passes are often more .-%]lL'L'f!:.' and efficacious in pro-
curing sleep and allaying pain than the most powerful
Narcotes,

The medical application of mesmerism, with many im-
portant facts illustrative of the source and nature of the mes-
meric influence, I must reserve for another chapter.
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CHAPTER 11.
MESMERIEM A8 A REMEDY.

TuE importance of mesmerism in medicine is greater
than in surgery even, in proportion to the arcater ’[u"thm ¥
of medical than of allt’”lL-ll diseases, and the benefit may
often be derived with mur*h ess labour.

Jut mesmerism is placed in a false position, when it 1s
dissevered from the healing art, as already known. It is
only an extension of our knowledge of the human eonstitu-
tion and the laws of nature, often capable, it is true, of effect-
ing wonders alone ; but, where this is not the ease, it 1'L~:|[ii]!,'
enters into. numerous combinations for raising the general
vitality of the system, and therefore it cannot be too soon in-
corporated into the general body of the healing art.

The medical part. of the subject is beset with greater dif-
ficulties than the surgical, beeause when the effects are not
speedy, it may often be wuuu.th supposed that fime, and
not i-.-.-rw.'ru'wm has been the curative ament. To get rid of
this source of fallacy, I would willingly test 1|u- alleged
curative influence of mesmerism by its power of vxtm:rmuhmrr
local pain and subduing general excitement of the system,
as shown in the mesmeric treatment of p‘uuiulwutwml cazes,
in which it was resorted to hﬂll]‘. for the 1ru11nm of induei ang
|.||.-‘uu:-|h|1|t} to the necessary ope rations. Andin 1]1&‘ exam-
ination of its medical pretensions 1 am willing that all
chronic complaints should be thrown overboard, and that it
should be judged by its occasional effects in curing or re-
lieving acule medical diseases.

The following eases from my Hospital Reports will illus-
trate both these ]miul:‘-:.
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Cases of Severe Pain and Disturbance of the System subdued
by the Mesmeric Trance previous to Operation.

A peasant suffering from an immense tumour of the
anfrum maxillare came to the hospital. The disease com-
menced two vears before ; it had pushed one eve i]L"rH'E:{ ont
of its socket, and having destroyed the septum of the nose,
it had passed into his throat, preventing him from sleeping
in the recumbent posture. He said that he had not slept
for five months. I placed him in an arm chair, and at the
end of three quarters of an hour, the man was totally uncon-
scious, and I performed one of the most pamful and pro-
tracted operations in surgery without his knowing anything
about it.

In a case of compound fracture of the thigh, ending in
mortification, an amputation of the thigh was performed at
the end of two hours” mesmerising.

In another case of amputation of the thigh, reported to
Government by the Mesmeric Committee. the operation was
performed within the time set by the committee, twenty-
four hours. The man’s foot had been burned off.

A woman, suffering great pain from caries of the ankle
Jjoint, was subdued on the first dav. The operation was re-
ported by Mr. Simms, civil engineer to the Indian Govern-
ment.

—— —

An arm was amputated for open fungus hematodes, that
had recently been cauterised all over with a red hot irom to
stop the bleeding, after one hour’s mesmerising.

Two open cancers were ready for operation at the end
of the first day’s mesmerising.

A prodigious schirrous and inflamed testis, complicated
with hernia, that could not be handled on account of the
pain, was removed after two hours’ mesmerising, the gut
having been easily returned without pain previously.
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A large uleerated tumour in the groin, filled with
maggots, was removed after an hour’s mesmerising.

The end of a bone in a compound fracture was sawn off
on the first day.

A man, who had hardly slept for a year from the pains
of the stone, was subdued on the first day.

A man, suffering from a schirrous and inflamed testis,
was entranced on the first tl'.i}r.

A boy, who had his great toe crushed by a boat," was
alzo entranced on the first attempt.

Even if mesmerism were superseded for surgical pur-
poses by some perfectly innocent drug, it would still be of
creat service to the surgeon in the medical treatment of sur-
gical diseases ; for by its aid he will often be able to save
his patients much pain and distress during their recovery
after operations, and even sometimes be spared the painful
necessity of performing dangerous operations at all, of which
the following is an example :—A Brahmin came to the hos-
pital with a strangulated hernia, attended with the usual
pain, constipation, and vomiting ; the gut had been down
for twenty-four hours. I exhausted myself in vain attempts
to return it ; and then, desiring him to be entranced if pos-
sible, I left the hospital. Hearing nothing more of him that
day, I went next morning to the hospital, fearing to be
obliged to operate upon him; but was relieved by being
told, that he had been entranced within an hour; that the
bowel then went up of itself, without awaking him ; and that
having slept for an hour afterwards, he then got up, had a
natural relief, and went home quite well.

MThis is the third case of the kind that occurred, and is
readily explained by the complete relaxation of the abdominal
muscles in the mesmeric trance, by which the cavity of the
abdomen was restored to its natural dimensions, and room
made for the protruded bowel to return. The following 1s
an analogous case:—

A peasant was brought to my house from a distance in
the country by his friends. He was suffering from a pro-
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digious _,ua;r;f.f."li-ltr!': ani, that had been down for three days,
.m:l he had not tasted food all this time. The tumour was
as big as a child’s head, and so congested that it felt like
cartilage, "I uttered an exclamation of despair on seeing it,
hlti sent him to the E!rr*—-pi‘fll with this order in his hand,

“ Entrance this man, if possible, and let me know when it
15 done.” This was at 12 o'clock p.M., and at 2 o'elock
I received a note from my native assistant, informing me
that the man was H‘:Hh | imuwdi.lh*]\ went to the hos-
pital, and found him |11|w on his face, in which ]mnmnn he
had been necessarily ]|u-|nc-11—-s-:l and, in five minutes, I
reduced the tumour with little difficulty and no resistance.
The -man never moved, and on awaking a short time after,
he was only conscious that his torment had v: anished, but
knew not how.

[ beg leave to present the medical reader with a similar
case, treated by me a short time before becoming acquainted
with mesmerism.

Another peasant was hrought to the hospital from a dis-
tance with a prolapsus ani, the size of a pint bottle, that had
been down for several days. Cold and astringent lotions
WETE r!]\\l:hrfl to the part for many hours. and he was sus-
pended by the heels as long as he could bear i it, before an
attempt was made to return the protruded part. The most
pe rsevering efforts at reduction were continued for two davs
in vain, and the man was carried home by his friends to die
miserably.

A great variety of painful cases i{fllh'll:i]':" operation,
besides these, \Ev[t]t'tl readily to the mesmeric influence—all
Illmm'f that the ]i'rlT'I':Ilr"\- ‘-xht] tc-c]unml Hin‘!dTIHt!ﬁ Were
gener. r|.]11L :*::]mhh- of being entranced, and made insensible

to pam ain and excitement of the L-1.-1am are of course
unlmlnnﬁnh but l]Jc-\ are often not insuperable, and are
sometimes with -mtru]m facility overcome. Let us now
turn to—

Cases of Acute Disease cured or relieved by Mesmerism alone.

A Hindoo came to the hospital suffering from™retention
of urine : the bladder was prominent at the navel, and no
instrument could be introduced. He was ordered to lie in
the easiest posture, and to be mesmerized. He *-JL‘IJ'[ for
two hours and voided his urine freely when he awoke.
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A Hindoo girl had ﬂl]l]m*m-luu of urine for two days, in
consequence liT violence done to the '|n-1uw.n|| No |.1.-h1|=
ment could be introduced, from the inflamed state of the
parts, and the bladder was prominent at the navel. She
was mesmerised for half an hour, after which she slept for
an houry and on waking voided Ll*"uw freely. All dis-
agreeable syinptoms 1E§.—-'-raj:1... ared, and she recovered without
a dose of physic.

Mrs. Clermont had been suflering many months from
constant headaches; 1 threw her into the trance in ten
minutes, on the first trial. On awaking, the headache was
gone, and never returned.

=everal months after this, this ]i'l[]lﬁ' was tormented with
one of two wisdom teeth, for which there was not room in
her :Iil.'ﬂ'., and the Zum had in consequence become uleerated
and mmdurated. 1 entranced her as easily as on the first
occasion, cut off the offending gum, and left her sleeping
tranquilly on her couch.

Some months subsequently to this, I was sent for by this
lady, who had just been delivered, and was suffering severely
from after pains. 1 entranced her in a few minutes: she
r.*npnmi a refreshing sleep for some hours, and awoke free
of pain, which did not return.

A Hindoo, suffering from acute inflammation of the

testes, and doubled up with pain, was kept in the trance for
thirty-six hours, with onl y short intervals of waking, and was
then IIJIHlIth rad cured.
A Mohammedan had been i'L] 1?.;- four days with inflamed
; there was great pain over half the hear l, and he could
not distinguish objects, He was L-mll'. thrown into the trance,
three days in succession, and was then discharged cured.

E“n.i"

A Hindoo Ill:[]"u suffering from dreadful convulsions, for
which I could do I1HI]1‘1IHr1~ she could not swallow anything,
was entranced in an hour, and I left her cataleptic. The

convilsions did not return.

————

Another Hindoo woman had suffered long from fic in the
right eyebrow and temple. It was very intense when she
c
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came to hﬂﬁllit'ril. She was entranced, and when she awoke
an hour after, there was no pain in the part, and it did not
return.

Mr. Clermont had been troubled for three weeks with
severe theumatism in his left knee. It was contracted,
swelled, shining, and hot, and so tender that he dreaded his
children approaching him lest they might touch s knee by
accident. He could not sleep, had no appetite, and looked
worn-out and languid. I mesmerised his knee for a short
time, and it gradually became straight. In twenty minutes,
he allowed me to presé and strike his knee with violence,
without complaining, and then got up and walked without
pain. He had a crutch by his side when I came in, and
could not then move without it.

David Cannan, a private in Her Majesty’s 50th Regiment,
complained of great pain all over the chest, which felt con-
tracted, and he could not breathe freely. The mght knee-
joint was contracted, and the ankle and toes were immovable.
There was great tenderness in the calf of the leg, and he
eould not put his foot to the ground. I had never seen him
hefore, and without saying a word, or leading him to expect
anything, I began to mesmerise him. In a short time he
breathed more freely: the pain left the chest, and his
respiration became natural. The process was extended to
the leg, and without my touching it, the knee gradually
relaxed, the ankle and toes became flexible, and at the end
of half an hour the leg was perfectly straight, and he moved
it freely in all directions without pain.

George Adamson, a 1n"l'l.'ill:t‘ in Her H;*‘it‘:&f}"s H3rd Regi-
ment, had his arm taken off at the shoulder, and it ached
severely, though nearly healed when 1 first saw him. Hav-
ing seen me mesmerise Cannan, he begged the apothecary
to try to relieve him also. The apothecary soon put him to
sleep, and Adamson told me next day that he had tried all
he could to keep awake to watch the effect upon himself,
but he very soon fell asleep, and had a good night.

S —————

More gr};;nn'll]l:t;c of the immediate cure or relief of acute
medical diseases might be given. But enough has been
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said, if my statements are believed; and if not, it is useless
to 111||hi]r]_': them.

If the acute diseases, both surgical and medical, that
have been related, derived such striking and immediate
benefit from the mesmerie process, 15 it concelvable that the
same persons would have been insensible to the same power
in the treatment of chronic l:_‘“l!l!lp]-:“ﬂt‘!, and that so active
an agent in acute disease would have been inert as a chronie
remedy? We should, on the contrary, reasonably infer
that they would qulnk}]-. derive great benefit and comfort
from the mesmeric treatment of the imln’rul chronie affec-
tions to which they might be liable. The justness of this
expectation may be seen from the inl]mun"—

Cases of Chronic Medical Complaints cured or relieved by
Mesmerism alone.

A cure of vramp[{*ir& dumbness was thus deseribed by Dr,
Webb, Professor of Demonstrative Anatomy in the Medical
l?n”:"w Caleutta, in his Introductory Lecture for 1850 :—

iyt l]J the Mesmeric -H:J-|1LI4L| 80 SUeee n~f|1l|'. established
h". Government in this eity under Hw x.]]_!t‘]!l!]'r['l'lllt‘lll;1,‘ of Dr.
E -iiu](= you have all w itnessed. or might have done so, at
any time during the last two years, the power of animal
111*t='m*|.':=~m to render the human frame al }-u|1111=l1. insensible
to pain during the most formidable operations of SUrgery.
But, what is still more important, you might have seen also
the power of this subtle agent to cure different kinds of
paralysis.

“ A Hindoo 1 boy was brought to me from a distance by
one of your fellow- students, Ihl." patient could make him-
self understood by writing in Bengalese and Persian, but
had been u‘nuplz-wh dumb for a year and a half,—afier
fever and coma. The tongue was immovably retracted.
He was said to lmw:rmmhurl in vain the most eminent
phhh: 1ans in this eity, I advised 111e=-|51:*1i=11| the iih:-m]'lh.
of Dr. Esdaile |lHJ".If]L'[] the means, and he was cured by his
native mesmerisers in a fortnight. He now speaks as “well
as ]m ever did ; nor is this a solitary instance.

* The o 1Haulht]l1\ whiel I.|: has |'JI.'I. n daily demonstrated
in the Mesmerie ”n»-.]r.l al of this city, of ]r:'Jintrlmlu the
most dreadtul operations of SUTZEry without pain to the

3]
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]llltif‘lli must be li‘ff.iuiu*tl as the greatest medical 1|"um|.ibh
In OUr Own :Lua !

February 1st. An old woman brought her son to my
|I:|.=-»1r§i;:‘| O AcCOumi r:F h-i-» ]h‘]ll:_{ 1[!!1”!‘1. IiI;Z]I.' man ]I-llrtal'h-
infimated by pantomime that he possessed all his faculties
but the power of speech. He could not utter even a sound
of any kind. He made us understand that, after having
eaten something, he had become insensible.  And on coming
to his senses, he found that he could not speak, and he made
gigms that his head was c'u]|.-'1<'u;[!}' fwrntng., Un being asked
if he had been _,.'Jr'.l-.m.'."'-"", he nodded assent. In the i][]'l‘;l'
of stimulating his brain, I ordered him to be mesmerised
tor an hour daily.

February nd. When I asked him to- day if |!-1* coiild
speak, he, to my great surprise, answered, “a ||1[ le.” and I
found that he could utter single words, but ulth much
difficulty.

Fe ]:-r|1|f1|x Jrd. He spes nks 1;1“11. well to- r!.n

I n;lnlml v 4th. He speaks with fluency and precision to-
day, and his ‘|I'le';l.' iz only a little weak and hoarse.  After
the second day’s mesmerising, the furning of his head left
him, and since then, he has .-|i"E]t long and well.

On recovering his speech, he told me a strange tale of
11+li-4:1l|ii|t,f and t':l|1'tlt':'}'., which I sent him to n*!uh- to the
proper authorities.

February 18th. Sarah Goodall, aged 11 years. For the
last eight wyears she has been ~"J]:|' cted to a pe riodie attack
of inflammation of the glands of the neck and ear, every
six months, The glands at the angle of the neck first be-
come painful and enlarged ; the ear is next involved, and
she is not relieved till suppuration takes place ; as soon as
one ear 18 well, the other 1s attacked in the same way, Her

mother never recollects the ;_L'L[HL‘ swelling without the ear-

ache t'l:-”m-.inc- and this is now the time for her half- -yearly
attack. There was much fever during the attack, which was
never :-'.i.]:-:lll-‘il without leeching, and her evesizht has been
injured in consequence. The wordsin a book often seem all
one line. She looks pale and lymphatic.—To be mesmerized
locally and generally.

Febru wry 22nd. The tenderness and enlargement of the
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glands under the ear disappeared after two days’ mesmerising,
and the ear has not been at all affected, whie h never |:51|.!Jp-.-ru--:l
before. She looks more lively, and |u-r vﬂ.[*mrhi is natural :
when she came here it was very dim and imperfect.

The girl has had no return of her complaint for four
YVigel's.

Moteelall Koonwar, a writer. aged 38, He fell down in
a fit, three months ago, and lay insensible for two days. On
the third « !.n he v.d«-.l:-.ﬂE:mH\. IL‘-ntc:lu d to his w[*]l‘*lw]‘.ﬂ. e sneral
bleedi ng :lF"[J leee f.m“ Sinee that fime, his ]m:lx exc I."ll[]'ll
the 11uhl arm, has become partially paralysed, and subject to
a peculiar pricking sensation, whie h prevents him sleeping at
night. He feels and walks like an intoxicated person, and
sees double.  He ecannot stir a foot without a staff.

July Z2nd. To be mesmerised for an hour and a half
daily.

:]uh 15th. He is gradually reg aining the use of his
limbs. and ecan walk a httle without his staff.

July 25th. He comes to the hospital daily without a
staff. He does not feel the inebriated sensation now, and he
can hold things firmly in his hands,

August Slst. His vision is |.H.‘rt\l‘l.‘1 - the [Jt'h‘kiu;_f SENE-
tion is gone; he walks like any other man, and has returned
to his Hut}'.

Chunder Sen, a labourer, aged 50. Has been suffering
for four months t']'ﬂm weakness of the limbs up to the knees,
and fofel foss nf semsafion all over his body. He does not
feel the ~l|-=l|1:n=r p‘m: when uuwwﬂ. |H|1]{Ltl all over with
a scalpel. He walks slowly and insecurely.

November 25th. To be mesmerised daily for an hour
and a half.

November 30th. When lis body was examined to-day,
he felt :E]f__fhr ]:-'r]ill in his 1'5;_{[![ breast only, and he was found
to walk a little better. ;

December 10th. The sensibility of his skin is restored,
i'hc'i"[ﬂ ii! TI:'II" arms, *.'.']Iirh Are as i.'l'l*--i,"H.‘-»li}:llI" s ||J_;f-»,

December 13th. He walks and feels like any other man,
and complaing when any part of his |:m]x 15 [ZILI-; ked «
pinched. He thinks himself pnhurh recovered, and was
discharged to-day at his own request.
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[t 1 useless to g0 On {'i1inﬁ more cases like the above,
for the reason alveady given. I h.nt' said more than c-nnli"h
to satisfy all capable of being convineed, and no amount of
evidence will make any lmpression upon those who are
determined not to be convinced.

The candid reader will understand that the examples I
have ;_!'l'.'c*u are meant to show the extent to which this great
natural power can sometimes go under the most faveurable
circumstances.  The persons more or less susceptible of the
mesmeric influence, and to whom it is a valuable remedy,
are very numerous ; and this natural agent often enables us
to relieve or cure our patients when all other resources have
failed.

[t is, therefore, a valuable addition to our medieal know-
ledge, and those who reject its aid, deprive themselves of a
pote nt ally, and their patients of a valuable additional source
of health and comfort.

[t must be evident to all whose minds are not cast in
the most contracted mould or petrified by routine, that so
powerful and benignant an agent in the treatment of surgical
diseases, must be rqu'ﬂh' efficacious in easing or relieving
many diseases within the pr'u'n.mw of the ]:hnulqm unless
we suppose mankind to have distinet surgical and medical
constitutions. The power of mmhjun:r with ‘-:-4-111'1_'5, the
human system, and of introducing new movements into it,
n|l]m~it'4| to the continuance of diseased ;l.[.'ﬂﬂn, 15 the essen-
tial requisite in every remedy ; and where shall we find an
agent mpnl:ll of 1]1::1|:!|~.mcr 1HHOC .g;ar.ln.l’.;rihv nervous system-—
the main- -spring of xtent as is done by
mesmerism !




]

CHAPTER I11I.
whaT MESMERISM IS NOT.

Dr. SimpsoN has lately informed us, that such experi-
ments as he has seen or made have convineed him that the
so-called mesmeric phenomena are 111{*['1']'_-.' effects produced
by the mind of the ¢ mesmerised” upon his or her own
economy.”’

His ~brother editor, Dr. Bennett, also tells us that—
¢ Motions, passes, and other acts of the so-called animal
magnetisers are only useful in fixing the attention and
communicating suggestive ideas.” ;

[t was in consequence of seeing such opinions pro-
pounded by men apparently m search of knowledge, that
I offered to make Dr. Simpson acquainted with numerous
facts that had fallen under my observation, and which, to
my understanding, could not Ems-cihi_v be disposed of by his
theory of self-mesmerisation, or by the eflects of imagination
and suggestion. Dr. Simpson and Dr. Bennett had evidently
come to their conclusions from the biological exhibitions they
had lately witnessed in Edinburgh ; and having very clearly
spon one side of the shield, and declared there was no other,
they had no desire to see the side I offered to show them.

Mesmeric observers have been long familiar with the
power of suggestion and imagination in mesmeric som-
nambulism, and had declared that persons in this state
could not only be made to believe in the reality of anything
sugpested or asserted by their mesmerisers, but that their
waking acts could be predetermined by orders given to the
somnambulists in their sleep, although they had no recol-
lection of what happened in the mesmeric state. It is
often very difficult and laborious to excite the mesmerie
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action in the constitution ; but, being once felt, a very slight
recurrence to the original process will often bring on the
mesmeric paroxysm; and if the excitement of the nervous
system 1s kept up by frequent mesmerising, an independent
diseased action is set up in the constitution; we have, in
fact, inoculated the system with a nervous disease, acting
spontaneously, and obeying natural laws we do not under-
stand. All this had occurred in my own experience hefore
I had seen a mesmeric book. or knew that it had been
observed by others; and Dr, Elliotson had long ago expressly
said, ““ At length there is sometimes such sensibility, that
almost everything will induce sleep ; indeed, no process at
last may be requisite to produce the effect.”

The students of mesmerism were therefore little sur-
prised at the wonderful biological experiments, being familiar
with them already in the mesmeric state, of which the
biological condition of the system was only an inferior
degree, brought about by different means. For there are
many ways besides this of imitating the mesmerie phe-
nomena to a certain extent. But it 1s a * non sequifur”’ to
maintain that, because many of the mesmeric phenomena
can be produced by the effects of imagination and suggestion,
therefore there is no such thing as an independent mesmeric
power in nature.

From all that has come under my observation, [ am
convinced, on the contrarv. that Mesmerism, s praclised "I"."f
me, is a physical power exerted by one animal over another,
under certain circumstances and conditions of their re-
spective systems ; and I should as soon adopt the diabolical
theory as a satisfactory solution of the problem, as attempt
to account for what I have seen and done by the action of
the imagination alone,

It has been seen fhat all my patients reduced fo insensi-
bulity for surgical purposes were mesmerised with their eyes
closed, lying in bed in a darkened room : and that it was
!J"F-i‘li-‘“.-'f-*' -"rJ}f.H.-r.;"-' ¥ il rf,-_.,..'l.-.;f,ln'}- .";'r.rr{l" ir."-.- & l.lrr”rr'r'i'.'." .~.'.'r.-rn-'.'ru" ."Jr: fllrl,r:rnr'msﬂ

of mesmerism, and what was intended to be done. 1 even
:‘1i[11||-il|ft'|] with the Mesmeric Committee that these con-
ditions should be observed. as far as practicable ; but the
President would not permit it, although I offered to pay
any damages awarded against him for permitting me to
take possession of people’s members without their consent.
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Not only does the mesmeric influence affect persons ig-
norant of its P\-Lin!mu e. but Cuvier, in his * Lessons in Com-
parative Apatomy,” tells us:—* The effects obtained upon
persons ,lln:.uh .tht‘l p, and those which arize i others who
have been |utt .1-1t*t']h by the mesmerie ]’1[":{“""'& with the
]ﬁwun‘uu*n.t 15'1- sented ]n fmlru.lla do not 1}['1|mT us to doubt
that the |]r:nm1|n of two bodies, with certain conditions and
motions, produces a genuine influence, altogether |udc'|wll—
dent of the action of the imagination in t‘lI]H"], and it is
sufficiently evident that these results are owing to some com-
munication having been established between the two nervous
H:.':*tumr-:."

Dr. Ogilvie, Garrison Surgeon, Bombay, wrote to me
that, when serving in the Indian Navy, he used to amuse
the officers and crews 111., {_:;u||1.[‘1rmu the domestic animals on
board into mesmeric somnambulists.

And if the following passages from Catlin’s * Aeccount of
the North American Indians ™ is'not descriptive of animal
magnetism, | -uhcmm like to be told what it 1s.

€] lmw often,” says Catlin, describing the mphm‘ of
buffalo calves after the death of their mothers, *“in coneur-
rence with a known enstom of the country, ]u-h my hands
over the eyes of a calf, and breathed a few strong breaths
into his nostrils : after which I have, with my llll.!'l'[I[L_,'_{ com-
|mn'|n|t- rode several miles into our t‘luenulnlu'nt 1.'.'iE|! the
||t1|v ]:11:-r1m=t hus ||1. ln”mﬂnﬂ the I]l'l']‘- of my horse the
whole » way, as {*Iwuh and affectionately as its instinet would
attach 1t to the company of its dam. This is one of the
1maost l‘NTI‘i!IH‘{ﬁ’IIFlI‘_‘n things that I have met with in the habits
of thiz wild count 3 and, ;lltiwn;-_rh I had often heard of it,
and felt unable exactly to believe it, I am now Ei']|!=i11;: to
bear n*::’rim:m:.' to the fact, from the numerous instances
which I have witnessed sinece I eame into the country.”

In desecribing the capture of wild horses by the lisson, he
:1]-u By — ]11= {tl-{‘ hnmm) Lft.ullln.:]'-. .l.lr_hcillnt' until he
is able to place his hand on the animal’s nose and over its
eyes, and at ]Nr”’rh to breathe in its nostrils, when it soon
becomes docile and congquered ; so that he has little else to
do than to remove the hobbles from its feet, and lead or rnde
it into camp.™

This is probably the secret of the horse whisperers, whose
procee edings have been deseribed to me as L:vut{m Very similar.
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I shall now give an example of a person, not only aslecp,
but in an infense state of natural coma, being inmwilt under
the mesmeriec influence.

On the 2Y9th of February, 1848, I called to see my
patient Mr. Mackenzie, and, nln]t_- spe .ll\l[t” to him, a person
hurriedly entered the room, and Iu[lic‘-:h_[l me to go and see
Mrs. Mackenzie, who had I]ual: then fallen into a fit. As I
entered the hmm‘ I had seen her .Lp[mwll'ih quite well.
On going into the next room I saw Mrs. Mackenzie lying
stretched out upon the bed, her eyes staring wide open, tlu
[mpll-: dilated and lllwn—-ﬂ:lv to the light, hu breathing sfer-
forous, and her ] Jaws loe ked ; in de:T in a state of intense
coma. Her friends told Im* that she was subject to such
fits, and sometimes remained for hours in them.

Without saying a word to any one (her father, mother,
husband, and relations were present), 1 placed my hand
upon her head, and breathed on her eyes. In about a
minute her hu-ru]]inw became perfectly tranquil ; and, but
for her U[JE‘II eyes, she might have been suppo -=(*I:1 to be in a
natural sleep. The change in the bre athing was so sudden,
that 1t arrested my .Lllt*u[mn] and led me to suspect that 1
had substituted mesmeric for natural coma. 1 L_“ii]f';‘:—j.:—['[l this
suspicion to her friends, and, after observing her for some
time, I said I would now test the aceurac ¥ of my 1Ji1'l|:i'iu111
by attempting to awake her by mesmeric means. 1 accor-
{ftnfr]\ suddenly demesmerised her, and she ins stantly awoke
in the full possession of her senses. To leave no room for
doubt, 1 approached her, when conversing with her friends,
and again mesmerised her, unawares. Her eyes almost im-
mediately became fixed, and she fell back into profound
coma. 1 now showed her friends that she was insensible to
pricking all over, and that she had become cataleptic in
addition., As the senseless unwinking stare of her eyes
alarmed her friends, I closed the eyelids, laid her back on
the bed, let her sleep for half an hour, and then again awoke
her instantaneously by demesmerising her. She said that
she remembered uu‘rhmer since seeing me arrive. My com-
mand over this lady’s system was established from this
moment, and I could entrance her at any time in a few
mMinuLes,

A case, almost as striking as this, has occurred in my
OWI1 f;urt':];».' sinece I retwrned home. The wife of my brother.
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the Rev. David Esdaile, a young and usually healthy person,
falls, sometimes after child-bearing and nursing, into the most
distressing state of nervous exhaustion and irritability. Her
sleep and appetite desert her, she 1s haunted by panic terrors,
the least exertion brings on palpitation of the heart, her face
is flushed, and her brain at last becomes so weak that she
cannot sit up or look Hl.‘tldil:,' at any ul}juc-t without ﬂ'tini'lttg.
All the drugs and medieal skill in the world cannot soothe
or strengthen her on these occasions. Soon after my return
from India she fell into this dreadful state, and, as a last re-
source, was sent to my house. I knew mesmerism to be
her only resource, but she unfortunately had a great dislike
and dread of it. She submitted, however, to be mesmerised,
but with great reluctance, and, as she could not sit up, look at
any object, or bear the light without fainting, she was mes-
merised lying in bed, with her eyes closed and the room
darkened.  Under these eircumstances she was entranced in
a few minutes, and after eight days’ treatment she climbed a
hill behind my house five hundred feet high, and returned
to her own home soon after, quite well.

A man, blind from amauresis, having come to hospital,
[ placed him on a stool, without saying a word to him, and
entranced him in ten minutes without touching him. This
man became so sensitive, after a few trials, that 1 could
entrance him, in whatever occupation he was employed, by
merely making him the object of my attention for ten
minutes.

On going to the hospital one day 1 found a man being
mesmerised without my orders. The native doctor explained
that he was a madman, whom his friends had brought that
morning, he having cut his throat, and that he had ordered
him to be entranced, if possible, to have the wound sewn up.
On examining the man I found him deeply entranced, and
fit to bear any operation. Next day he was in the same
state : and the edges of the wound having become callous,
they were pared raw with a knife, and the wound was then
brought together with stitches and straps of plaster. He
was not in the least disturbed, and on waking was surprised
to find himself no longer breathing through the hole in his
'Il'i"!'.'l'i.

}i;l]u' other madmen were - entranced in the Lunatic
Asylum of Caleutta, which was liberally placed at my dis-
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posal by the physician Dr. Strong, We found the insane
to be as readily mesmerised as the sane ; many of the
patients being thrown into the trance. though this was not
desired usually, it not being thought necessary. Several
men dated their recovery from a certain day, saving that,
after they awakened on such a day, they had felt their
“ heads lightened,” or * their hearts opened ;" and their
appearance and conduet eorresponded with this statement,

Dr. Kean, of Berhampore, has for many years employed
mesmerism in the treatment of insanity in his extensive
asylum, and with excellent effect: and I hope he will soon
favour us with the results of his experience,

Mr. Grant, one of the oldest and mast respected members
of the Bengal Civil Service, and now in England, has often
seen me entrance patients from another room, while he was
taking their portraits, and engaging their attention as much
as possible. This was done, in fact, till we tired of it : and
I well remember Mr, Grant’s frequent exclamation, “ Well,
I am ashamed to have Yived so long in ignorance of this
great wonder,”

If sensitive subjects can be chained to the spot by being
merely brought into contact with any substance upon which
their mesmeriser has left his impression, and then retired
from the scene, leaving strangers to both parties to conduet
the experiment, they must be slaves indeed to a * dominant
idea’” who say it is * self-mesmerisation.” or *all Imagina-
tion.” Here is the first experiment of the kind ever made in
India :—Having one day a large company at the hospital, I
said that I wished to make a first experiment, in their pre-
sence, upon a man who was now in hospital. Requesting them
to observe me, I seated myself in an arm-chair, placed my
hands on both the knobs at the ends of the arms, and then
breathed upon them. I now Joined the company, and
desired them to get the man I should send for to seat him-
self in the chair I had just vacated. The man was brought,
and manceuvred into the chair, where he was questioned
about the operation he had undergone, &e., and was then
desired to return to his ward. He had naturally placed his
hands on the knobs of the arms, and now attempted
to rise, but stuck fast; and those present will not soon
forget  his look of amazement, first at one arm,
then at the other, and his bewildered look of Inquiry to-
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wards me when he found himself in such a fir. Iis arms
were found to be rigid and insensible up to the shoulders,
and the fingers were so firmly clutched upon the knobs of
the chair that they could not be opened. He was set frise
by upward passes along the arms, but for some time 1is
fingrers were in a painful state of spasm, which I had some
difficulty in dissipating. I then left the room, and made
passes along and breathed upon the floor near the door by
which he had to return to his ward ; the door of course being
closed. Returning to the party, 1 desired him to go away,
which he did; but no sooner planted his foot outside the
door than he became rooted to the spot, and was violently
convulsed, calling upon me to come to him, that he was
11}-;1_1.4_5.. k¢, When 1L ;111-1n'.:;;u-]]g~cl,, he threw his arms around
me, and implored me not to leave him ; the more others
tried to relax his hold the more firmly he held me; but by
passing my hands upwards along his arms, they immediately
fell to his sides. He was put to bed; but insisted upon
my lying alongside him, as he said *“he felt his life
leaving him” when I went away; and I was obliged to re-
main two hours with him till his nervous equilibrium was
restored. On other occasions, I have requested visitors at
the hospital to choose any tile n the floor upon which they
wished a patient, who was out of doors at the time, to be
fixed. I then pressed my hand upon the selected square
tile and breathed upon it, leaying my visitors to catch their
man in their own way; and they had generally to send for
me to relieve the man from the trap.

Baboo Lallee Mohun Mitter, a young Hindoo, lay like a
corpse the whole time of a tedious dissection, and did not
awake till an hour and a half after the operation. One day
the Baboo came to the hospital to pay his respects after
getting well, and 1 asked him to let me try if he was still
sensitive. Finding that he was, I took my assistant aside, and
desired him to get me some salt, a shice of lime, a bit of
gentian, and some brandy, and to give them to me silently,
in any order he pleased, when I opened my mouth.

We returned together, and after blindfolding Lallee
Mohun, I took both his hands; and, opening my mouth, had
a slice of half-rotten lime put into it by my assistant. Having
chewed it, I asked, *“Do you taste anything? ”—* Yes, I
taste a nasty old lime ;” and he screwed up his mouth in
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disgust just as I did. He was equally correct with all the
other substances, calling the gentian by its native name
cherefta ; and when I tasted the brandy, he said it was shrabd
(the general name for wine and spirits), Being asked what
kind, he said, “what I used to drink.” Being disgusted
with life before I operated upon him, he had been in the
habit of drinking two bottles of brandy a day.

The * dominant idea” again ! ery the followers of Drs,
Simpson and Bennett.

That sensitive subjects can be entranced by the mes-
meriser making them the exclusive objects of his attention,
and at great distances, I have verified upon the blind man
already quoted most conclusively. When he was eating his
dinner in the midst of the hospital enclosure, I have fre-
quently attentively looked at him over a wall, twenty or
thirty yards off He would soon eat slower. then cease
altogether, sit for a short time quite still, and finally topple
over among his rice spread on a plantain leaf before him, 1
have also entranced my sister-in-law by silently regarding
her across the room without her kne wledge.

From multiplied experiments in six different hospitals, I
should as soon doubt the power of fresh water to quench
thirst as that of mesmerised water to induce sleep in persons
who have already deeply felt the mesmeric influence. When
the sores of the patients (in tumour cases, as big as soup
plates) became foul, they often got a dose of mesmerised
water as the speediest way of entrancing them, and then
their sores were steeped in nitric acid without a sign of sen-
sibility. ¢ Expectation did it all,”” we shall be told, Well,
| can only say that, to make this impossible, the mesmerised
water was medicated with tincture of rhubarb, tincture of
cardamoms, spirit of ammonia, &c., and was given at their
usual times of taking physic, in order not to excite expecta-
tion of anything unusual. And so in regard to all the ex-
periments related. Having been familiar with the power of
habit and expectation long before hypnotism or electro-
biology were known, no possible precaution was omitted to
exclude sources of fallacy. But a dove-like simplicity is the
badge of all the mesmeric tribe, and no mesmerist gets credit
for having sufficient common sense to take the commonest
precautions in making his experiments. The wisdom of the

serpent is only to be found in Dis. Simpson and Bennett,
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and their followers, they tell us. If, as Dr. Simpson very
truly says, and no one denies, the mesmeric phenomena can
sometimes be produced by the independent action of the
mind upon the body, I think, on the other hand, that, from
the facts observed by me and others, we are entitled to hold
that this is not the only origin of the mesmeric symptoms,
but that mesmerism, as practised by me, isa genuine phy-
sical influence exerted by one animal over another ; or, af
least, that it was not suggestion, expectation, imagination, or
dominant ideas that enabled me to perform nearly three
hundred painless capital operations. Nor do [ see how these
mental emotions assisted me in entrancing the blind, the
mad, and the senseless.

I have only fo say that, if it is true that [ performed
painless operations with the assistance of mesmerism, all
that T have related as falling under my own observation is
equally true; otherwise, healthy senses, a plain, direct
understanding, careful obseérvation, long experience, and
every Ilt‘g‘:'it.tll'il'ﬂl taken ;l;_{.'tin:ﬂ :lv{-.:-p!inn are s0 many
snares, and a polypus is far more to be envied than a human
being in search of truth.

[ would, however, recommend the public to exercise
their common sense and sober judgment in determining the
matter of fact for the doctors, if they still refuse to examine
the subject ; and if the ecommunity decide that mesmerism
is really a remedy of great efficacy, that there is no resisting
the proof of it, and that to know nothing about it s any-
thing but a recommendation to a medical man, then mes-
merism will soon assume its proper rank as a remedial agent,
and be lodged in the hands of those who should alone prac-
tise it, for it is subject to enormous abuses in the hands of
the ignorant and unprincipled. Instead of sneering and
dogmatising about mesmerism, I would earnestly entreat my
medical brethren to put it to the test of personal experi-
ment ; for it is a thing to be done, and not talked of merely.
<« T want facts, and not words,” will be the answer of every
person of common sense to the most dogmatical and nge-
nious objectors.

Before concluding, I would respectfully ask the public
what possible objection they can see to the patients I our
public hospitals being reduced to insensibility to pain- by
mesmerism as well as chloroform, when both the surgeon
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and the patient preferit ? And this may often happen : for
LE]L‘!'!‘: are 1|I::1r|’_'. ! bl R it! ‘.H']J]E'Ft no one ';'l.'|'h'| 1.',1|::cl-.' Eziﬂ ['E'lj”a
tation and his patients’ lives would recommend the use of
chloroform, which has often proved fatal even where there
was no evident objection to its use: whereas. every one
who can be made insensible to pain by mesmerism, may be
so with perfect .a;:ﬂﬂ}', | say not this to depreciate chloro-
form, but that the public may derive as much benefit as
possible from every known means of relief. For I ean
hardly think that people are of Dr. Copland’s opinion,
“ that pain does them good,” and are unwilling to be de-
prived of so wholesome a thing by the combined influence
of chloroform and mesmerism. .

White men and Christians are subjeet to the same natural
laws as black men and Pagans, and are capable of being
cured h'."' the same medicine of nature, as mesmerism has
been [i'L:]‘x' called. If any one doubts this, let him turn to
the thirteen volumes of the Zoist.* which he will find filled
with striking cures effected by mesmerism in all parts of the
United Kingdom during the last thirteen years,

Englishmen are as wide-awake to their own interests a5
Bengalees, I take it: and will surely insist upon the inmates
of our public hospitals being permitted to benefit by every
improvement in the healing art: and no art requires im-
provement more. At this moment mesmerism is being
practised in the public hospitals of Milan; and one may
surely hope that England will not submit to be beaten in
the race Ufj.llil!]'“'-'i"]l.l,i_“tit by Ir.'Li:.' and India.

* The Zoist, complete in thirteen volumes. Arthur Hall, Virtue and Co.,
25, Paternostor Row.

Frinted by Petter and Gaulpin, Playhousd Yard, adiolning the * Times™ Offee.
.
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