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Four AT A BrirTta,
To the Editor of Tar LANCET. r
Sir,—On Saturday morning last I was called at half-past two to see the
wife of John W -, & mechanic. At about seven o’clock on the previous
evening the waters had broken. About eleven and soon after, two children
were born. On my arrival I found her very low, the bed under her being
saturated with blood, besides large quantities elsewhere. A strong dose of
nitric acid in a degree at once allayed the bleeding. On making an exa-
mination, I was for & moment deceived by the promontory of the sacrum,
which was curved very unnaturally downwards and forwards, and felt like s
head presenting. Introducing the hand and arm, I found a mass of membranes
&c. at the top of the uterus, high up in the abdemen. With some little
difficulty I disengaged a leg and drew i down, and in a short time delivered
her of the third child. I again introduced my hand, and delivered her of the
fourth child. All four were girls, and apparently seven months’' children,
They were of good size and well formed. There were three placentas, the
largest one being attached to the apex; to this were attached two cords.
On either side was a smaller placenta, each with one cord attached ; one of
the cords was slightly branched, indicating, I believed, an abortive fifth
f@tus. The great weight of the four chil iren and their height in the
abdomen had kept the poor woman for some time in much discomfort. She
had only slightly exerted herself the day previous; but this had evidently
caused two of the children to fall from their position, and to rupture the
membranes. She is doing well, but is very an®emic from the great loss of
blood. She has pr¢ viously borne six children, twins once.
I remain, Sir, yours truly,
T. P. Lucas, M.R.C.S.E., &ec.
Mount-terrace, Wmt.mi:mtﬂr-hridg...mufl, Dec. 20th, 1876.
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he removal of uterine polypi, yet considerable difficulty is more or less ex-
in the application of them all. The wire-rope écraseur of Bf.

'l'wt'll 1 ) 1 e
Braxi licks is, 1 suppose, on the whole, the favourite instrumen#¥with

\f\
wst obsthtricians. But the following modification of Dr. LombeAtthill’

éeraseur wiN be found, | think, to be more easy ol
Hicks's instrulgent, and at the same time as efficient in 1
The appliancedrequisite are two canulas of adequate ler
an écraseur with'\gyelets sufficiently large to admit '
canulas, some whipégrd, and some wire-rope or si
preliminary dilatation“of ti ]
seéllam, the two canulas
pedicle of the polypus; ous_tube i

the whipcord round the necihof the gro To

1'J,| !Ii

A

hanging from the end of one of\{he canulas is noy neatly att:
thefoperator ; the

rope or steel wire ac irding to Ii'h_' 1:~1'|"_‘\' of
the cord is then pulled upon, and, the \\il'n-/‘{- thus drawn
canulas, follows the course of the whipcord/round the neck of the
and then passes down the remaining danwd to the outside of tl
the cord is then detached from the wilg, the canulas are
the eyelets of the écraseur, and the extrfmity of the latt
the canulas to the pedicle { the polypys; the tubes are
and the ends of the wire are securpd to the transverse sli
écraseur, and the neck of the tuwwour divided in the ordi
great point to attend to is thg/neat and caxeful adapta
the whipcord and the wire, sg/that the latter Nay ea
| the neck ofthe growt

Yours tly,

¥ 3

tubes, and also pass smoothly round 1

Southend, January, 156, G. D. DrErixG.
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