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PLATO.

Ta yap adopare avrow w0 EFifewr KOO Tolg TR LTy
voovpera calloparal, gre aifiog avrev Sdvapre eail Bew rog.
r
Rom. 1. 20.

X ppawy ko .-l..-:.._-.!- ¥ Oetoy aler ew Y ..,-:.4-1;1.‘1 u.xmu‘rr_

Plato ]':.1'E'I|_i.|-l. IV.

.o, time, careering in his scythed car,

Still sweeping onwards with anwearied flight<2
Nor stayed nor checked by all the adverse strength
Of weak mortality ; a mightier far

Hath bid him speed his course and work his will
On this material world—to him is givpn

To make, to change, and to anmihilate,

Until the star-set heavens shall roll away,

And angels shall declare time is no more.

Worlds may eorrupt, but love, and truth, and right,
Are changeless as the God that knoweth them,«»
Ave, and all mortal works thence modelled

Borrow the same endurance and remain.—




gtate subsists,

In their own nature are they

one 'x'.;l.'l SN D they ;;.-':..-.

bartere d for mere

Then wert thou all unstable a

For |__';'.r"f~\ decay and dis

But lo, the swarm from bn

Hath clustered on a baby

And, "mad the mart of crim

The =wa th Aown from (

\nd Plato strove and wrought for Athens’
He strove to build a state, new modelled
From out its corrupt elements, to cure

;"|.|1'i]_ recreate :.'.d all L‘Ii"':'-l"l'x; frame,

Ere vet & victum to complete decay.

But pause, and mark the moral of these days

And while we st upon the jllli;‘llLL-tli seal
's will we accuse our own weak times

i
|
|

And grieve and mourn at their analogy ;#»

As though, in reproducing cy¢ les, Time
Thought fit to weave again the obscure mists
And L"{]]:L!.:'.::Ln'nh of a former Hre.

And we will look abroad upon the earth,
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And therefore handmaids to our mortal sense.

They have a form of godliness, indeed,

And vet deny itz power. Oh! for the time

Of the world's :i.'l:]:l.!h, when man was fresh from God ;
When the warm heart knew not to calculate,
And had not learnt the chill of selfishness,

And saw and knew and felt those wondrous truths
Which He has hidden from the sceptic wise.

Oh ! Plato, if, as thou didst fable it,

The parted spirit clingeth to the earth,
Watching the toilings of mortality,

The while it gazeth on a kindred soul,

A= earnest as a mother on its clhuld,

Do thou be with me now, inspire me

With feelings such as thine, that I may cry
With honest indignation at these times,

And raise my voice against their worldliness ;
More frivolous and not less dissolute

Than when whilom thy loud protest was heard
From Athens to the court of Syracuse,

And thy great master nobly threw himself

A sacnfice upon the road to ruin

Before the state : but it, unchecked, erushed on,
As the huge car of Indian Jaga-naut.

Alas! for thee, O Britain, though thou art

The Ocean Queen, and though thon compassgth
The round earth with the hundred arms

Of ever H‘rn'ﬂ.'%n;_r commerce, and hast culled




The choice fruite of the wide world's nations
Alas! for thee, O Brntain, for ”'.}. ||L|:|ii,

All cramped by the engrossing search of gain,
By it at length has grown new modelled,
E'en as the 1'-.‘|:-'|i';' to 1ts ro L_\ bed.

The heart of man 15 intellectuahzed,

And the high souls of other days are gone
Men in whose noble gait and manly eye

Was written hardihood to dare the last

Their life, their wealth, their all, at duty’s hest
Feeling in truth that they but creatures were,
While their Creator was omnipotent

Y et sanctified as '.'.'III|?|1.'-" for his use,

'l'li'-.r':"ll.':---l'l' thev d '"II.:'- dd 1'|.'*-'||"|'+,, them

But there are times of flippant vanity

Of =zelf : ..'.:lll'-'l'-."ll'i'_' . not self respect,

Of vain philosophy and arrogance,

As though the supercilious reasonel

Were fit material for a cl

“:'.! WO '.. | ||;':E lll:-_ gimpl

The faith of those unlearned fishermen,

1'|."'.“'||| l!l', I.:|l‘,"|| nets :|.;'.'.:. |1|ﬂ-¢l-"-"‘- L'L.J II :."I'
Crod w || :i..-.-',;.. 2 .L:E:.|.--u.|I- {0 man, I--:' ||'-

Hath on the face of pature stamped his seal

Ill-l"--:”.' 'eOn We el | . Wk i""'l. 5 :I]I. '|||.'--"-5'|-i. .!

And in the humas
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Lrranta,

Févered mothiel

Have good men grow

Nournshed and strengthened thv wholesome
I 4 ] et alked Lefore
And thence have proudly walked bef

=

As statesmen, poets, and philosophers.

=till thou art but a corner in this earth,
Wherein a penitent may weep and pray
While all abroad 15 rouzh disguietude.
How hittle =solace

Oh'!

12 there in thi= earth
when called forth to do my 1514'!}. there,

l-lllli.l]‘ll me o er the stony, thorny way ;

Teach me to spurn all earth-born ::|:|n'1itl'-.

And, leaving them to hunger after heaven
¥ ] ¥ ¥ - I.
Oh! Father, lead me from temptation.
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