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It_clearg the mind to consider a game of chance that
[

admits of exact mechanical analysis such as the toss of a coin,

No one can doubt that if ﬂ it were possible to foresee the number

of revolutions the coin would make in the air, it would be possible
to foretell whether or no it would fall with the Same face uppermost
as that with which 1t started, the.rare case being exoluded of its
falling exactly on its edge, Neither can any one doubt that the
number of revolutions would be always the same, i1f the coin were
always laid on the same Place and struck upwards at the same spot,
and with the same forge » Nor that the assurance with which these
events could be predicted would increase with the completeness with
which these conditions were fulfilled., Thinking it would be of
interest in demonstrations to have an adjustable 1nst;ument by which
8 coin might be mechanically tossed under controllable influence

I obtained one » made in wood for me by an ingenious friend, but its

action was disappointing. There was no apparent shake in its mage-
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