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THE COVENTRY HER.

|THE LATE MRS, JOHN CASH.

Oar u-‘.-:ll;.l."_'.' containg the name of Mra, John

LCash, who died ai her residence, E:qlcl.'i'.i”, an
.'"J"”\l.l}l lust after a sh irt illoness due to El[:.l.:.'l,til,}
Beizure. Mrs. Cash was known to a large circla of
friends, and in some decree to a wider public, as a
woman of more than ordinary qualities. Bhe was
the daughter of the Rav. John Sibree, minister of
Viear-lane Congregation from 1820 to 1858 who
| Bt =5 ]
was in his day a prominent ignre in Coventry,
- ! = . ¥
On her mother's side she was descended from the
|

Guests, of King's Norton, near Birmingham -
Edmund Geste—as the name was then spelt—whao
died Bishop of Salisbury in 1578, was a member |
of this family. A more recent member, Dr. Edwin

| Guest, Master of Gonville ‘and Caius College |
(1852-80), was deseribed by Freeman, the historian, !
a8 an illustrions scholar, who “ranks with
Palgrave and Kemble” In 1852 Miss Sibree
was married to Mr. John CUash, whose publia
activities as a member of the Town Council |
| chairman of the Free Library Committee, and
a8 an ardent friend of popular edacation,
made hisg untimely death in 1880 a severs public

- | loss. Mra, Cash, within her own sphere, was not
less devoted to the cause of progress : she had a
wice outlook on life, and a firm faith in human
possibilities. She took a private and unestentations

;| part in many movements of social amelioration

' | which made no great outWard stir in the world ;
among  them may be mentioned the Qirls

| Tnduostrial School (of which she was hon. seeretary),

| and the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to

Animals, She was also one of the lady visitors as
the workhouse,

{ An interesting phase in Mrs, Cash’s history was

| ber connection with Miss Kvans, afterwards known

as George Eliot : her recollections of the famons

| novelist are contained partly in an appendix to

' George Eliot's Life as Related in Her Letters

| and Journals,” edited by Mr. J. W. Cross, and

| partly in the text of that work. The begin-

ning of this intimacy was in 1841

{when Mrs. Cash — then Miss Sibree —

Was sixtean years of age. Miss Evans resided in

| Foleshill with her father ; the Sibree's were near

| neighbours. Mrs, Cash's memories of [her friend,

¢ | give many valuable glimpees of one who was

® | destined to attain a world wide eelebrity, and fd.l ™

:1 this and other points of view they foy:y & LMK

| able chagter in loeat History:  Mr. Ccofs In writing

| of this period BAYE 1 '
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