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MESMERISM.

All sound and true philosopby 15 founded on the appearances of things,
which, if they draw us ever 50 much against our wi ills to such pnociples as
ozt elearly manifest to us the most excellent counsel and supréme domimon
of the All-wise and Almng Being, those principles are nul.lhw_lq'h g to be lad
aside, because some men may perhaps o lislike them." — Cotes's Preface to oir
Fsaac Newion's Principia.

o

MEsmerisM, or Aximan Maoxerisw, 12 a sul |]|1. upon which there still
exiats, in the publie m ind as well az amongst the faen Ity, l.'|'|
widely different, that we shot 1Id almost be tempted to doubt the fact of all
men PoEss REING similar o1 18 --1' RIS '\.']'4"'|"-'L':t|l to become :||.-|i|.1.|.|:|[|'|]
with the ]]||.1|- menas of the external world, did we not remember that at
all times and periods a six :|1] T TECE ||[1--1| has almost invariably awmted
every digeoy i whether i |

..IIt'I'\-\. =i

portant merely to the lovers of science as a
matter of truth, or to the world at Ln'._c- as 4 means ~-1 adyvancing civiliza-
tion. and of alleviating the ills to which mankind are liable. It at first ap-
pears strange, yet g0 it is. that whatever diseovery has been made, or has
Ll."'l'. ARseTte |i (€1 | b0 ] eemn '||,-.|--:|-,L 111|| Tl_ll'l' ‘.1Il 1T I[-II-1I ’l|. I]Fl.l'lt '[]II' rﬂ"
the lieavens above ng, or the dation o hlood withis . there have
never been wanting multitudes to 1 decry the I |L|..1|--- discoverer,
althe 1 very fow have taken he tfrouble to investioate calmly and im-
partially the facts upon which founded his assertion. .‘“ ih has been,
and such is still the disposition of mankind. We are, it is troe, in the nine-
teenth century, and the march of intellect has, we are told, procecded,
and is -»-IH ]li'--l"tlllll'“ with r | stridesz : it may be 2o, but H.-= ]|1|:||.-.J|
mind is in the present u.u as It was of old, made up of the same facultics,
stirred by the same passions and r‘-- g : gome are too obtuse to perceive
g new truth ; some are too of the fame of contemporaries to
admit anything which will add to ir reputation ; others arc satisfied to
receive by lear-say a sweeping co '1-|- mnation of every innovation, however
wleulated to be heneficial, and to re-echo the same without troubling
themselves ate the merits of the question, or will content them
sclves with the admission that it is beyond the scope of their nnderstand-
i|-_'<_r, aor that it Jdoes not comcern them ; whilst any there are, who, not
having the means of invest "'I:1"-- for themselves, are obliged to be guided
by what they | or read : and well n ay they often be puzeled as to
what t'“,.}- ! helieve or dishelieve am uulh—[ the wvarious l.'|-1|“il.'Ei1I;_:'
opinions, Tt is to individuals of this latter class that we would more f-.'n:-
tieularly address our observations on the ]'I'ﬁ'!"'HT subject, which certamnly
vields in interest to no diseovery as & matter of truth, and promizes, when
more fully invi stiemted, the most happy |1"-1l|1-~ to a large portion o .'- ur
afficted fellow-ereatures T ||| ¥ W ill hear of Animal "ll..:""lll tism proceed III
from and affecting am |-:..1 bodies : then they will be told perhaps that it 13

all * hombug,’ that no such tl.-u-e exists, except in the imagination of some
credulous enthusiasts — tha those who profess to believe in 1t a

abuse f

¥

postors, or deceived by cunning hyy -u|i[- g and -:]l ver actors 3 othe

will tell them that such a power does exist, but that its nature i such

that the worst consequences must inevitably ensne from its aj ]-II-' tion,

and that the devil himself is its originator ; whilst another party will en-

avour to set the whole question quietly at rest by assuring them that
- 1

idea of such a thing is entirely opposed to all the well-known laws of

1 - s, s x . ¥ - - .
Py -.h-]n::_*:.', and, morcover, that it 1s |:.'|-e-----l|:-]L' Such A POWer COULl eXis=t
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its meang one individual mf;l_: obtain such immenze and
mproper influenee over his fellow-creatures.
it \'.||| b our endeavour to tres

t of this snbject in such o manner as ta
show that its professors eannot possibly have been -.|-.-r--i'.- d : that a great
power certainl H|' h, until latel Ly, lit '.’. » has been gene |'.|1.1,-
known ; that it has been applied to good and benefici: il purpos: 8, and that
it i8 ealeulated to produce effects for the promotion .|,r which it iz not
likely that a devil, or any II[:_-I'I' spirit of evil, would lend COOTIIIT G-
datine aid, nor i||rir- d were We ever ¢ redibly informed that that mys-
terions e ||'.|-||..‘! iz in the habit of working -f-c---l that evil MAY Co1e, 1
Iu speaking of this power we shall nze 'rI:-L- term Mesme I'E-»1|| in prefer
ence to "-|I|-|. al Magnetism, becanse it has not heen proved to have any
connexion with Animal 'Lllrmn-.n ns was supposed |,'- ."-l1-.~'|u|-|-~ anl
therefore that name might lead |u--| le astray ; indeed it is better to dis-
tingnizh any dizcove Iy rather I|'|. the name of 1

fenehi r.

v does --,‘-.ia‘. of w

1 |] BEOYEDCer, O B0 |I||I,'|"[
wn by a name derived from any supposed proj |rn g of the tli ng
r||--u.'l:'.':'l'. I - rll' these o erties Im iy ]!I PIETESS ot :illll be Tl b [-:
i ne has hee -I--'|"|'L
ung, and it 1z diffienlt to divest the mind of
called cl phlognsticated air, 18 a ease in

r to 1t, and in the meanwhil

'l'|ll l."’i.l".'-."-\."I:Il_: EL
Uxvy-
Mes-

vy reminds us of Mesmer, one of the earliest

5 ..r the science, as (Galvanism brings the
Cralvant to our recollection. or the Voltaie Pile its inventor

What then l'--l'.-li-".l'.--~' Mesmerism, or what is this power with which
believe in Mesmeriam profess to be acquainted ? "."l ¢ are told
1 beings there exists a power, which, under e I Clrcum-
ntly affects the nervons gystem, not -|:|1-_l.' of o humean
::|-|-.||- H ] ] '!]-; !i!h‘.‘ ;|” are more or less h':T.'-'I'[I:ii}]|' of ;I'||_-
||I'-,-|:|--:--] i|.1,' 1ts ATENCY, and that we all POESEES it to =& Oreater or
# less extent, thoueh the stronger the individual iz in healtl body and
r of mund the greater will be his Mesmeric power ; thet those who
licted with ,-‘-n of that num rons class of dise ases denominated ner-

IO I-I-~I Y bron r]II uider itz inflne: than healthy and ;'--.ln-[
that wo T

en are, caleris ;H-'.I-'-'J'-'w-. IO ted by it

than men. We are fu rther told that the effects : 5 at first
produced, nor does it therefore follow that the o t speased of
the power, or that the ient 18 not --l:--.'~-||li'=|_|- of 1t2 imflnenee, for in
ases it has been necess: ry to operate geveral times with :|: : preatest

and !-':".'-C-\."-'I'I':".II'I' before 1Y symptomn ¢ ould be pr when,
succeeding application has brounght « ,:L |‘-|;f||-'

action on the system of the patient. N tl » by
quentfy met '.l.iih in the practice of medicine : ]_-.n- often

"'IIJ f T
o

I 1} B | .|'-II!"|‘i:| II-:I Lo ]':,'!-n-;Li -i-l--.' atter dose OF Ter-

Il |.|-'- desired « :1.'. L1 :Ll:‘;. viel, after a :iI|:|'l J;rnw
1 ¢ even alarming symptoms, whilst in other [
] "i-'5'”"-| doge will '|"I'-'.l-'|.ll.-' e all those distr i"|--: Eymploms at tlne

 of Mesmerism, the m ting are v thnusa,

, 1t 18 ficient mere with L]n- fin at the

I 1 dlistane m him : in others |||--.i to draw

thi with thi TS :"ilx'l:-|-'-|, dlow i I r of the | I-'1I1_.

oy aee and stomach, without touching 1 whilst 1,
in some cases where the individual is not le, the --|--

honld ol one | - I-Zl:l':' on s

nach, then e ricg npon the
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i view, let him place lius [|.|1| la |L|m|1 the patient’s shonlders, and
arms to the palms of hiz hands, and

thein down lis arms a

s Tyead down either ai.l. of I.Iln face and body, and ]I" him l.l:vlll nne
for zome ti me, e dther in contact \...[]l the '|-.-.Ll:1|l or not,
be produced. Such are the most ordinary modes of ope-

ild b impossible here to notice every variety of method

rating,
W il-ll' i'\- |'|.'|'!..=|'_

Now ag to the effects prodoced, the first symptoms are often j 111]..41'
sensations on the surface of the b |li._1-.. as wannth, f-'.":l.']-il1'__" twiteli ngs,
and spasms 3 the pulse and respiration become affected ; after a time, the

ight generally becomes |- 22 clear, the nervous sensations are increased,

and gradu: lly “the paticnt is oppresse d with a deep sleep, the hmbs refuse

to sustain l|. body, the head is inelined forward or to one side if not sup-
if in the sitting position, will fall if not prevented ;
ly of the patient may, at the same time, be most
_‘.Im ction hy the mere movement of the hand of
I I| it sleep is often so profound, and in it the various senses
are 80 I lunted, t no neise or pain disturbs it ; this is called coma or
Mesmerie sleep, ,|,||-| after the n has been repeated several times,
or when the ]:;-| it 15 very snsceptible, tlus state of sleep i3 suececeded by
one of sommambulism elosely resembling what is commonly observed in
--r:-ilr.-:rlx gleep-walkere.

ALl th
from its .|] |-.|- it
considered 1
the continen

4 |'--|-|\._
-

ezgors of M m expect to derive
oW = 1ncle || I.!ll, I .I,]._!u ¢t mMay :‘-:l“. i:-:'

011 CATII 5
wugh it has been much more investigated on
::Il however, it is asserted that many
gome kinds of
ve been eured by it ; and that pa ients may, whilst
1€ TeSI sleep, undergo zevers and exeruciating
qible of pain.
] hetr

7 14
L L T A

his country ]
1 :.!_|-|:_|'|:|I |'|'| |r| L1q Al | |:-‘,,":| r |

under 1

.1|:-'|. ETOTII ida to anthorize the
* yiewing 1]|-' conduet of those
wonld premdice the public mind
it their fellow-
wnity ; whilst
into ridicule, wonld do
that ;!u re 15 no truth in the

have armived concerning it,
it may he, for the purpose of
yeonfer as much beneht

VEIG ti

¥ A it Beems to ':|"|.|'l.\. Amusement npmen tleimn.

It is 1dle, at the present day, to call Mesmerism a new or faneciful theory,
ean publicly to
18 [HIWET ; and hl.l]l"il'i-l he was the first who as

LN -'-.!:ll'I:II W FE A,

n half a century sinee Mesmer by

netism, #8 he considered 1t 1
W

| magnetism—ther: » many others who, be-
for the benefit of th Nlow=creatures, andl []'l.r

] and acute 1s not wanting to confinn acconnts rela-

5 natural
. never know @ still it is far from o pro ™ ]--_ in-
| | : ]'Ii-'-iw. not only Greek and
12, 1 oy plians -|I] Chaldees,
for the pli:']'l.-- of curng
' : = . =
EUECh W uld be much '.:1';Lt1i1t'(]

were acquainted with the existence of

re in the constahit
o5, | hose who are curious "lJ |.----

N




|
H:;i
]
|
)

—

B L& s e AT

A g ey

e T

ki

g A

| THE POLYTECTINIC JOURNAL.

by i"“T‘P-“I"T the works of Kircher, Athanasius, and other teavellers and
«Jeznit I1I1--'<'Il yrics, who, without having been prejudiced in favour of
Mesmerism, relate faets he :‘:!1I'|.:_" £0 2trong & resce mblance to those of more
moilern date, that the idea of their dependence on a similar power might
[iTe Very |‘4-s.-='-:1:||+5_'.' entertained,

That all ;I.I':'il.':1-‘ 'ur':.r-cr-» WETe ir||||u-||||'-; or fanaties 13 what, in the present
htened age, we have all heen taneht most u]*-rn-unh to believe = but
h, 1|'-~~|| the harbarons times in which the ¥ |.I'|I il, it might have been
red e xpedient to enwv ]..|-.. all the ir ]ﬂ'--u el quh in & certain air of
Vs tl Ty :.“ hich faney we cannot gay has entirely |I.1'-e'1[ ped us in the present
|=|-|.‘-"' atill, had not & considerable portion of truth been mingled with their
myst igigm, and had |||_". not '|:-|-.=.-u.-.-|'|] i1 ]-.III’I'L"L]LIE'I_EI of the szccrets of
nature far snperior to that of their ignorant countr vmen, they could not,
g0 lomg and snee easfully, have g:.'111-| d their F-r-rﬂ ssion, as the advantages
L "3r'l'l'tf'| from them 'n'n-"ljl] not have been obtained : and. am ||n|--.[ these
aidva NUAresE, r] I TeCOye :"".- "|'|-'||J |1I---e,|_--: Was ofe ||[ |:|_'-| IaEE '|||1|||:| nent. and
this was bron; ght about, in IMAny nstances, ]‘-. s |"|r-]|,|,[| much resemb ||:|| g
the modern Mesmeric coma

Passages are frequently :|!-.-‘. with, amongst Greek and Latin anthors,
eontaining |'|~':|I‘ allusions to sanative processes closely resembling the
r-lnzl.-.rl-lll.h of Mesmer - |l|l.‘t, TS \.‘f'||' I-.L]||'-'\.'\.]|"'1_'_'|,- [|:|--'|-~:~;r-|| ||_\ :'lh- :-|'||.-i.-:|':3.h
L | '.i.'i..-' !-I'IiI:"!":J' i*— ‘.'ix".'.'l'l'. 1'!‘.' ns more as & matter |:.'ﬁ | ':.:ll_‘.w- i]!lu_]'u_ 15 T'l;,-..n
a8 necessary to support tl e more mo dern theories of Mesmer, we shall
merely ¢ ||| the attention of our readers to a passage referred by Stobeeus
to Solon, the celeh rated lawgiver of Athens, who, be it remembered,
travelled mue h in Egvpt and Lydia, and must have had, we should M-
T”"“". some clai m to the S semsion of what 18 ¢ ||| il COMMon BensEe as u.'|-:||
a8 e niug, inasmuch asg e was considered one of the wise men of Lareeee,
anid the Athenians continued to be coverned by his salutary practical laws
for full four hundred years. This passage iz quoted by Mr Colquhoun in
his © Isis Revelata o' it runs thuos -

s ']'-".-, SE NARSIT VOUSOISTT RUMATLIVOY REYRALEIT TH
"\\_ _{rr.:mw_-, il ...e...r,.x. i e f:,-l.':-:.

and may he literally t '|'-'L|1.-|'rl.lJ.-f|. “and having touched, with his hands,
him a mass of bad and painful diseases, he quickly restorezs him to
health.

From the time of Solon, however, we must pass over in sllence MANy
centuries 1 not however becanse in the records, such g we have of the in
tervenming ages, we should find no mention made of persons possessing the
power of healing discases by manipulation, but, as we have before stated,
becanse these facts can he :||!-'|'-'_'|_l_r|_[ forward less as matter of !|;r|-.|,f than of
Er:ra.-r-:-.«r T} t:u' CTUTIOTE x amd we will now iLI"-'!'.‘\-T:._I_"JiI'.'!' t]‘,‘q' -:I,;I‘:_.-_q-c'! HEY i1‘ has

appeared in more modern times,
Petrus P omponativs, horn in 1462, '=|:|-] who beeame, thoneh in what year
we do not find, professor of sn'l.lcm- hy at Paduoa, asserted that the imagina-

tion or '.Iiﬂ of one individual -lluhl exercise o decided influence on the
BEysiem of lh.]'ll" anid the conditiong of the exercize of this POWET WeTe
given by him in a manner showing that his views strongly resembled those
entertiimed by many modern masnetisers,

After Pomponatins we find Van Helmont, born at Brossels in 1577, whao
appears to have been sufficiently well versed in this science to employ I't
for remedial purposes, and with such a degree of sneeess that his cures
were Aser |.|II'Ia to the assistance of t]ll. devil = i BT -1I-=’ test at .,l,”_ CVEents, we
think, of the efficacy of his treatment, for we may observe that the aid of
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v the most l]:'ll.'l.h'l.l'!:LIl.'l.:|1 nnlesz to ae-
more than an usual degree of

the devil 15 seldom called in, exeept b
eount for some phenomens possess
mterest.

'

Abhont half a l|-1|.t111'3-.' after Van Helmont, there was horn, in the conunty
of Waterford, Ireland, Valentine Greatrakes, who, after having -:--1|'.E|]|-|:1-1f
his education in this country, whither he had fled on account of the Irish
T‘.'|.l<'.|.|i||:|1 returned to lreeland and zerved as Lieuntenant in the Earl of
{]JI'-]'."'\- l-|.1.'-li|‘~.' iment, and, a few years an‘.m-]u-u ]- was made @

_|Il Hl- of the peao and clerk of the peace for the col mty of Cork T his
Mr Greatrakes secms to have [HOES LB Ii ETEAL Mesmeric | LLLLUAS l, ]ﬂl: 1
giving an aceount of the eures effected 1 y Lim he attributes all the praise

to God, not to the devil.

He mentions, in a letter to the Hon, Tobert Boyle, many eases which
wiare cared 1::.' lhim in the presence of the Mavor of Woreester, Colonel
Birch, Major Wilde, Sir John Hi:|1u:|| Colonel Talbot, and many others ;

BRI 1|r !li_'\: FI H llj‘ |_-' 1Nts |_'|" LA -\..Ill, rs t'l .||.||1|l' II 220 ]' OESEssE |‘ I'_"l 'l'. | iI.‘C.
All who applied to him, however, he does not profess to have relieved,
and smongst the number of those who |-L'_--'---l themselves under his care
withont obtaining the desived henelit, was Flamsted, the celebrated mathe-
matician, who nevertheless gives his testimony to other cures wrought by
him.

The Lord |'ii?;'||r||'| of ]}._]|'-.'.. in letters addressed to —.Il.-:-CL'!=-]I Glanville, a
‘.".'I'i'l‘l'!" af '[Elilt ])L':'-;llll_ o g ‘-t1-.IIL g L] -II LY T10H% I>'I1 Tk []'1' *-'ll'[ll':'-i'll:-_f_'
ures effected by Greatrakes, but also to the simp |.IL-l'x' and worth of his
character ; indeed there is uo lack of evidence az to his pretensions having
F||_'1'|| ||-:|||||I OLE IJ|_1. !';Ln,':c - :|':||] '[]||':'|' .||:|'\-'-. |:-l.'|'L| l.|'||u1‘l.'l| .I:'.'\' -!ll.l'.--v.'i' b1 i'ill.']'.-' H |
this -‘-"—li',il'l'l' mAny names of '|'-.:|-|:-|.'L".'!I-||IJI' andl il.-'.:-“i-_:t-ﬂ[ PETE0IE who wit-
nessed and attested those facts., Moreover, a pamphlet was published by Dr
Henr A Stub |'|._1 of =trat Jn.|,|-1|]:-|:|1| Avon, npon the :-Clli.uli; ct, and i ths, after
--|h'z|_|,, |" r of j| & ||||-, rYatlnns Il,||||.:| 1_.|| Cases, he _'_{i‘.'l'-' EI:.-*-' L'lll]\il.':.i.l..llln\ l||.l|‘r

¢ there was no mamner of frand in the iu--:':'nrn'.:um'--:-'»."

Many vears after the tume of Lireat rakes, ther appeared in Germany an
individual who eansed, by his wonderful '[-n-:"" rmances, far more excite
ment on the continent than the former had m ireland.  “This was a Catholie
]lt]'jll-»f_ .||‘-.' i ELNTHTE] lllju & --.u-'|'-]| l::|.-:-»1ll.':', 1.'.'|'_--| ]I!Li :l:'J'Il -EIJI'.I1:'I.'I| to tarm
his attention to the subject from having been himszelf cured of a gerious
illneas by what was then termed exorcizm. After having performed a
;_l:']'l,';l_[ 1||Lu:|||:-|' ol 'u|:.-|_';--=|_i||-_-' COMEE AMOIEsT |:|i.-C L | II:L'I':.'C]I'i"'Jll'!'."\-.. 1I|' Wils
wvited to visit the Arehbishop of Ratisbon at Elwangen in Wirtemberg ;
and here the immense numbers which he eured, and the astonighing effects
1""H'|=.1L'-:-x| In. Ju'ln on the syvstems of the safferers, did ot fail to attract
seneral attention, II.|| l||.-~ as a matter of course, gave rise to controversy
and this rather of o theologieal than philesophic al natt
,'|-|_-|_':,|;-]'_|:_[ L 1_'_'|.I inte |1|_;|| '||_-.' -::I ﬂu devil the eures '|'|.l:-1l: h'l him omn -
gonz whom he conside Ll he posse s ||1. devils : even the VEIy cIninent
]allll';.-uiri:m De Haen used this arpnment against hi i, and we are only sur-
priged that we find no mention made of Gassner’s having quoted Holy
Writ to prove the fallacy of their reasonings. In the German archives of
Animal Magnetism, veol. viii, will be found a full and interesting aeccopnt
|?j.“:;-€--l'.'. r's |||‘|||_'---'-|-|:‘|l_:'-~-l W :I'i:l.'ll. |l_".' i‘r--ll-----r t':.-v.'EII.'I'.I 1AV,

We now come to the time of Mesmer himself. This celebrated man
was born at Weil upon the Rhine, A.D. 1734, After h .'L.n r gtudied under
"L“,| ?':-l.l,'iu_-'.,l,-u ;,|_|_;|i_ “4' H:|_|_-1|,| |_:|:,' *!'[tlll] 1 |.l|.|.: tice at V | [ESd NIFLS :lJl'il,, froan
circumstances which he observed whilst prosecuting inguniries into the
power of the mineral magznet, he was led to try the elieet of the human

l... '||'|"'- ||| ||i|||1 I|| i
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hand in 1'1-1|1||1.'i1|:'{cli:-l;m-_-_ The ereat suceess of hiz experiments.
bined (we fear there can be little doubt) with his hastv char
vivid '-'!I!lil'-l-:-i:ﬂll-. zsoon #et lnm at complete variance 1-.:E_li' all his i:'_'u-f'----
.‘iillt'lill ::It'l.'I!]'.-I:'l.'IJ. =ome time ]|;|_'.:.r|-| il'. :|;||: i1 |‘,|:_i.- I:I:4-I:'.'.:|i|!_|'
position, he repaired to Paris, where, in 1778, ]| mile 1

.|| B

A8 T

the learned of that metropolis. The time had not vet a . for
any doctrine so entirely independent of that which was tanght by the faculty
anil 1 ]I..IH-H]"!II rs of that pertod to be guietly received or calmly dizepssed -

not but that we admit it appears to us probable that Mesmer, in his
Aanxiety to acc { I obaerved, allowed
i:ill.‘"l'“- T he e
ment. He publ
of his gystem ; in this
1ii|?_;_l’ ;|“_ -i||'-|.|j|'~=.L anid
substancesz = to this
between the heavens and the
{'-llil*-':lil'rl'li that th [li'l'-'l.-l .!'::,:-
11]||-"-| '|'.'|:p= |II":I.|'i]|]L':_ :-;‘.|I| I.::|||_} |‘: Ll
I, for none of which he could she
].'lll‘-‘.-.".'l'l' ||'||'. "
F"l- TR 5 <-t ature 3 i| 15 ome thin
now the canse 1-1 that fa L and had !
tazk of -'|-|1.1|lr‘:||: '-|'||| ]|| IO
prosecuting s cxperiments, he '.\--.1‘:|".
T"T1|F' ENCEERS, 1'. :[ Wis, II_.I'-\.'-\.I, VI, q,'||||||""| Wils _-
many mtellipent mndividoals, amongrst
Lafayette, and Count Segur the elder 1
the court of St Petersbureh from France
Finding hiz communications with the
Mezmer at length determined to establisl
af I.:I:'.|iiIL:_-" others acquainted ith

the I'::-ll nomens which hLe ]
¥i |'_\. s mmacing | 711
e, in which he gave a

existence ol

tance wWitiout

'i.f|- red
thelr constl

how carefal we onrht t

""'I.I o GAIED N
met with mueh
by him to convinee
of Le

ent of no aval,

monie : the members i:n::':u'
to seerecy. The puopils --I' thiz
parta of France, mesmerising i .
and keeping up a constant communication with Mes
other., Thus did the science & ad very considerabl
length, the rumour of its progress, and the
effecta produced by it (for "'"‘.I'."' N0 IMCATS
1-1.'<'1'_'l.|>-'-=|§ who ]'rl'-!.l'li'-l'l] it was i*l-l 1ous, or inf
proper motives ), attracted the attention of the gos ;
in 1784, we fin | that & roval mandate was 1—-:1---| ordering commis
to be appointed from the Academy of Sciences, the Faculty of Mediei
and the Society of Physicians, to investigate the subject, an
”m't'l'lllm'lﬂ.' the result of their inguiries. It APPEars “that Mesmie
wotld not attend the mes I:'I'_"-' of this commmission * the reason of this re-
fusal -|-*t=~ not clearly ap pear, but many men 1 _f||| well refo
their discoveries to the investigation of those
themszelves hostile to the mt, and by whose |-i'-':=
had already been mueh influeneed,

One of Mesmer's first m ]
plain the prineiples of the seience; this he did, and also undertook to
prove to the eommissioners that such a thing
and that it was nseful for the core of disease,

M. IYEslon operated in the presence of the commissioners in various
ways; he pressed with his hands on the stomach and hypochondria of the
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patientz, and he made movements with lis Anger, or an iron 1'---| held in
his hand, around the head, face, or other parts of the patients
diseased. He alzo exhibited s cirenlar platform of wood, a little |'-'=---.
!rl'l!!Il I:|..1' ;’,l_".'u'l‘.1|-| . 1';[|||.I |,!:I-- BT l,|'--- ||.',:i1-'|||_-a j'|| i |_-||':]|-_ l]|--:
nnited by a eord, and each holding in his hand an iren rod, which iron rods
passe ,| up 1'|1--1| vh holes in the p |.._|--11| The r-I-;H-' of the cord was to
Increase t effect by comm |1|'-'.'.~|u||. and of [] e ro i I t" at the marnetism
1rhit 1!l- comeentrated at their points, The BB eXper

i Il Wers
]

he paticnts was, l]::-.! many felt no ers conghed,
erepired freely, and felt preat heat Pt
f the women al and a few of the men: had convalsions.

from the axperiments the commission
however, they did satisfy themselves,
trometer, that in the 1-'| 1 there was
ectricity. To make themselves more competent, |

report to the government, [|:-- |---||-.:|1.~.~:':|!‘--'I‘- met at the honse
jamin Frankln, who was &t their head, and tried the e
th upon some of 1DV Eslon’s patients, and others
these 1-\.|'--|'5|||;-!'.-: 3 did not asree with '..ll]l:-r [V Eslon had
came to the foll -'-'-:IE:: L'cllll'lll-il-ll, little favourable to the
merism, viz. : * That the doctrine was not entirely usele
gophy ; as it iz one fact more to be consigned to the history of the errors
and illusions of the human mind, and a signal instanece of the power of
immagination.

la-lI WE ITIRY here make two observations on the re port of these commis-

sloners.

I. We cannot coneeive how men, in xperienced in any science, should
he competent, from the results of their own ¢ xperiments, to decide
doctrine of those who have made that science their
particular study., How would Dr Franklin have expected ]::- X PeTimm it
1es I natural ph
had a committee of priests or of military men been appe -_:'_;:l to repea ‘
those EX] riments, and to |';-||n:'_ Conee 4

[I. We would remind our readers, that in the multitude of councillors
there is no avs wisdom, and that sometimes the opinion of one ma
pEnetratio L re than the deere: l-f;:, 'u.];-:l-,- i £ ,\: W
it is certainly a fact worthy of remark, that M. Jussien, one of the most
}".'..E'!Il. || l.l I! NG I'il|:|'||'_i > -il-1il. I's, ::1I-'] 1.'.]Il.l i-i L'.'Il. ||!'.:,I:-:--| ||!]' ];:;ﬁiru .r\l.l_'}!llil |=
an entirely new yatem of hotany, l"'I'L not agree with the rest of the com-

the soundness of

:|'||1|1I'l U.ll ’_Ye |'| 20 ||"l.|'|. ]'- |_| "|I||
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ning them

[ ||:.|\'.

rnnu. ,|1 ,.|| 10K l-|.| It l-','||--;| d 20 L do l'k []1!' rOVE ||*|-|- nt : on the contr: ry,
hi P mblighed & report of hiz OwWn, in '|.]|||,]\ F|| e It.||'|. admits that semme
Power must have heen present .|1|-| |:||'.|' acted npon 1 e 1 ?-1|1~_
eaya—referring to p |.. nomensa elicited by his own experimen
factz are neither v TY nomerous nor very vared, becanse I con | | i nll. il
duce those which were anffici ntly v vified, and with gpect to W hich I
conld have no doubt. They are --I":Hi.".'il.'lil._ however, to Iill.-‘::r".' us m s
mitting the possibility, or the actusl existence of a fluid, or agent, which
is transmitted from one man to another, and which sometimes exerts a
gensgible action on the latter.”

It was expected, no doubt, by all the opponents of Mesmeris < , that this
decided verdiet of the commissioners would have effeetns ly silenced its
-“LL[-!-I'J'lt'i'H : their e et -.[II.IJI.'-,, howeve r. Were | '|-,|_[|.||'-‘;'_'|,| ad: the r;\|-| 5
had heen already witnessed by too many who preferred exerciging their
UWIl Prive LG Jju

LorTent fll -II'I‘ r o |r|| || 0y a8 Covernment comy |.'|-- OIl. I |'|'
could their e« 'LJ|I. lence in their own opinions fail to be much strengthened
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l"'. the inde endent 1 Tepore of M. Jussien. Many paper &l '-"“_i ahes ton 15
'Ih.l':'l.' IIl 'I-'l.l||]| |I, s I ge |L|.]..I.l'l.' tlie Cise |:--||_]| LB |.;| 5 |_|_\|||||'|t de l.u ||'||1. -
but the 'Lll"ll.'. continued to be 1.|1.'-:-.-c’r._-_|;|.| d, and new facts were da
elicited, although the French Revolution for a time occasioned not only
in France, but over the whaole of |'|I,|‘1.|I| . an almost total celipse n:lrl"'.'i'l""'.:-
thing connected with natural |||1--~.-1|]|_~. or. physiclog Still we find
Delenze, TardyDe Montray l'|, and |:'Il'h' {Il'l. prosecuting il :Jl-'\.':"_il.'l'illll'll:f-.l
and affording, by their writings, n atter r of great intercst to those curious
on the subject. OF thes | h‘. ety L1.‘ who had es lished a .M--:'j.,-t!,'
= "‘*“!'l*h-ll'u , Inculeated a mode of Dper: ation rather different to Mesmer's.
He endeavonred, Il'. more gre |:|:l|- 1 |l||1 sulations, to avoid all those violent
convulsions or crises which the | r generally tried to produce, and he
aimed rather at proeuring comfort .-;:l-] repose for his patients. Thus we
gee in l"rl.'-“'lll"l'i-"lil-. as in the |"1'-:II'[il'l' of medicine . there was .||:|,-;|1;_'|.' h|1l'[r]:
g up a difference of opinion as to the mode of treatment, which in our
JH lgment aftords a strong presumptive proof of there having been no leagne
between the '|:-1-.l|l.‘-"-|.-'|- -:It []l-’ serence for ‘t = '|'|_|_'|||r| Tk |:}'I i_|_'|':'|n--::|:_l' o1l |'|||,-
[”.1"]]'...

The « l'l'4|.i'! --1' having discovered the Mesmerie somnambulism is by many
‘fl‘-I n to P nysegur, and certal 3 hiz more sentle mode of --|--L-|'.-.'|I||:,r \-.':lI:-
E-""': I.J”“. ]!-' fie l'E'I'I! i1 France. It wonld Apprear that _".|-:--||__1-|'; whio
was now aged, became weary of the disputes and ill feeling which
attended the ProgTess of his discoveries - |:-_- T ‘||‘|-1. to Swit ;

.-

atter g

1l 2nd

there remained, without at all changine his opi I]hlh- concerning this
wonderful natural power, until hns death, 1.'-'||J-]* peenrred March -ﬂ:h 1815.
His !I!'J"----.I' 1]--:-.1'.H.II.I ]l-.-.*w .Ii'l.l 11 NE03t :|‘||'4]I1 ;_-'ll.,w-l-l ]I-I\ ]||.—~ -|| rl
pecm, however, to have been able to bring forward little to bl
their own assertions, and to have fo
ter is by no means a convineing, tho
attacks of unsuccessful adversaries
In '::'-'l'llil--"'l'-' we find that the celd hrated Lavater was the means of eall-
ing the attentic Ml f Eeve vl men, most eminent for their perseverance and
-l|-1 nts, to the invest | "t[l"" of Mesmerism * Aamongst T]ll. B WE MAY par
tll:LlL.?I]l'n mention Wie EI!II.]I,'._ who has left a very valuable 1.l.|||'!1 011 1'j|‘|,- sulh-
jI'I'T. T ]:II., Tre "|'i|'.'l.[1l.l-' | BT T DIAYCY, E"L]I_'-'-I,'i." and 1 ¥ ||,,:'_4-|'-‘ have
all contributed to |”'|I'~'I"I.'ll.' and e "'I:l..'.:l the seience, which continued to
h" studied and practised, paining credit with the le arned both in Germany
and France, besides Uﬂh'l' countries of Europe, so much so that at length,
about the year 1825, after some most beautiful experiments had been made
in the Pars |.'ll'~ll tals, h_‘.' which ALY of the first 1|;|-.-:,|"i;|_||.- of that 1-5'!_1.'
Wore fl.'.nl‘- CONVINGe I], nn ,'|'|'.'|||1'|-.-_-‘.i-:|u waz made to the Acade my of Medi-
l."hl' t--'--m--r--ll chiefly by MM, Dupolel and Foissae, to induce them
1 n to investigate the |J|;11LL-E'; but it was first necesgary to determine
l.'. e t]ll.] or not 1t was ‘||||"t]|‘. |:-'F e |'|;|||r|_ |_|l-.|_-w-"'-'f .,I--|| and i i ':i.'i-‘-' 4-||r| B

nts, who
ken it bhut
tten that hbelling a man’s charac
L & Very colmnimon ':|'_=_r|un--|;l. in the

eommittes was ..|-| |||I.L"I:el:| 1.'.|"H'|| came to the re :‘---]'!I.!‘.II:I of I':'-\.'I:‘:II'II.I"IHIi1|-:
the Academy to mstitute a full examination of all the facts and theories
of Mesmensm. Their recommendation was, after much disenzsion,
adopted, and for the purpose a second committee was chosen in December
1825 : the gentlemen who composed this committee were MM. Bourdois,
Double, Itard, Guenean, Die Hu 29Y, Goersent. 1o ||t|| r, Leronx, Magendie,
Mare, Thillaye, and Husson, \uw the feeling with \.'.1|1| h these gentlemen
condueted this important investigation will be best seen by giving some
o] x1" wets from the obzervations '-'-1c|'1]| pre f; Ln-] their report.

* The committes proce eded to falfil their doties with the most scrupn-
lons exactness ; and while we do justice to those who assisted us, we must
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at the same time destroy even the slightest suspicion which might ari®®
with r..n;_n:”_j'.-l to the share which others may b b Hll.p!'un-.‘i.l_'rl to have ]]H.l:l m
the investigation of this question. The committec invariably suggested
the methods of experimenting, traced the plan of inguiry, dirceted the
gourse to be pursned, followed its progress, and deseribed and recorded
the particulars. No experiment was made without the presence of the
committee, even by the memhbers of the Academy. Whatever confidence
the .4E|il'it of o -1|1'1',-L[e-|'||.i.'r.'.' and mutnal esteem Ay have 5!15]!5”(], we felt
that in a question the solution of which is so delicate, we are to trust none
but ourselves, and you can rely on our gnarantee alone.™ . T

% It is with magnetism ( Mesmerism) as with other operations of nature ;
a certain eombination of conditions is necessary to the production of certain
effeets. Whether these eonditions be external or ]ﬂl:—'-iil;ii!. or whether
they be internal or moral, it 18 sufficient that they exist to make it incum-
bent upon your committee to endeavour to unite them, and to make it
their -]11!_1,- to submit to them, It was, however, neither our duty nor our
inelination to have divested ourselves of that indefatigable l_'ur'i.u.*[t}' which
induced us to vary our experiments, and, if possible, to set at fault the
practices or pr.uui:—u,::—: of the magnetisers. We songht uull.' to be 5|:|L!|J'|.~:'L—
tive, mistrustfol, and exact observers.”

Unless it had been previously agreed upon, amongst the gentlemen
whosge names we have :I.Er'u-ur!:r ;_r'i-.fvn, HL :'-:-11:-Ctih1t'l||_1_{ this committee, to
impose upon and deceive the Academy, a supposition too absurd to be for
a moment entertained, we have quoted from the preface of their report
sufficient to show that, if any body of scientific men ever entered upon an
'i.'lL"j_"'|i|:':'|' ]l._-.r_]iriug' [:i_|_'--_'|_'|_'|||_-: |1_-q-,ti|||:;| =I.I::H| “_:,I'_|_'|||:i|a-:1I| 'l.l.'it]1 frl.'liujj"?i calenlated
to render them impartial judges, they certainly did. We ghall omit
the process of manipulation as described by them, for we have already
Hi“'“ a brief gletel of it elzewhere, and we will direct the attention of
our readers to a fow of the conclusions at which the committee arrived, and
gome of the facts related by them, contained in their report.

“ A certain number of the effects observed appeared to depend upon
magmetism { Mesmerism) alone, and were never produced without its
uln-r:di-m. These effects were very various ; they agitated some, soothed
others, ]:.j"u[u._-._-r'l F I!:II-J]lH'IItEI.!'i.l_\' EI.1_:-:_'I,'I1"|'.ii.h"||. :I'E'.'i]::il';L['illll and l.'i'I"l:1.'l]iI.'IZ-iI.'-HI:1
feverish symptoms, convalsive motions resembling eleetrie shocks, numb-
TesEs, heaviness, _-im-]_uim-r_-':-', and in a small number of eases the state called
by magnetisers somnambulism.” & ” -

“We may eonclude with ::l-r[.liin.tg.' that the state of real !ItJl:_flli'ti(‘ S0~
nambualizsm exists when it giw.-q-;.- riae to the 1i|,"|.'L'!|:-;HIll'1Lt of new I':u:nlr.'u-:a,
which have been designated by the names of clairvoyance, intuition, and
1,.-..-_-'3,-[,-.1| . n].-:n.,. when it produces great L"|1I:Lu_:_§1-.~' in _lht' physical economy,
such as insensibility, sudden and considerable increase of strength ;
examples of all of which were witnessed by the committee.

“We hold it as demonstrated that sleep has been produced by mag-
netism ( Mesmerism ) under cireumstances in which the Jh‘ltil'llt:—i eonld not
gep, and were ignorant of, the means employed to oceasion it.

“ When a person is once made to fall into magnetic sleep, it is not
always !ll.'l.'L':C:;.'lr:-'t'!l have recourse to contact to JIt-'I;_',‘I:IL't‘i:iL‘ him anew.
The look of the magmetiser, his volition alone, possesses the same 1nflu-
enee.

“ The patient ean not only be acted upon, but be thrown into 4 com-
plete state of sommambulism, and recovered from it without his kuuwlrti_lu,t-,
by an operation performed out of lus sight, at a certain distance, and with
doors il]ll'L'i'L'llit]j:f-

e e ————
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“In general, changes, more or less remarkahble. are produced on the
perception and other mental faculties of those individuals who are in a
state of magnetic somnambulism,

* Some, amidst the noise of a confused conversation, hear only the voice
of the operator ; some will answer qnestions addressed to them by persons
||..'il.':'r|. J':II 1r|4'|5_':||l.‘ti.<' GO xiurn '-'.iTh [||_-;-J|:|; I'_lt]LI:']"_-C |_-“:|'1';., 01 & conversation
Imii’rl'i-n-mll'.' with avi ry one around them.

* Sometimes the power of smelling appears: to be anmibilated, The
patient will inhale murinte aeld or ammonia without inconvenience : nav.
without |I-€'|'I'l."i‘|i'||:_" them. The comtrary, however, takes |-|..|'r 101. cer
cases,

% The greater number of somnambulists we have zeen werp completely
msensgible. We might tickle their £ et, their nostrils; or the angle of tha
eyes, with a feather : we might pinch their skin so as to leave a mark,
prick them with pins anderneath the nails without producing pain, and
without their even perceiving it. |"i||n][|~.'. we gaw one who was msengihle
to the most painful operation in surgery, during which she did not mani-
fest the slichtest emotion by her countenanee, pulse, or sspration.

“* While 1n the state of sommambualism. the patients retained the faenlties
which r|--:-_1 possessed when awake., The memory appeared to be more
fuithful and more extensive - they remembered ev rything that passed at
the time and at eVEry previous time in which they were placed in the
gtate of sommambulisn.

* Upon waking they seemed totally unconseions of all that took place
during their somnambunlism,

“We have seen two sommambulists, who, with their eves closed. pereeived
the ohjects placed before th ;
value of cards withont touc

n. They distinguished the eolour and the
1g them ; they read words traced with the
hand, as also zome lines of books openad at random,.  This toolk place when
their eyelids were kept closed by the fingers of a member of the eom-
mittee, i

Ex [Ir twin '-l|!'|!1|.':,|!|1='.llll-.-1'*= Wi rlal.'l:lll t]:-" ﬁ.l'lll‘[_\' of Flll!'l'.-ivl'i'll'_l:' '|lll.' acta of
f-r_L{.u:JE-d:l more or less remote = one of them predicted, several months be-
fore, the day, hour, and minute of epileptic fits ; the other announeed
the period of his cure. Their previsions were realized with remarkahle
eXnciness,

* We found one somnambulist who deelared the symptoms of the dis-
eases of three persong placed in magnetie connexion with her,

lc{‘l']lhi'll"l'l'lll .
therapuetic remedy, magmetism ( Mesmerism ) ought to be allowed a place
within the circle of medical sciences : and, comsequently, physicians only
ghould practise it or superintend itz use, ag ig the case in the northern
oonntries.”

Without entering more fully into the committee’s report to the Academy,
we think that sufficiont has been oiven to show the view of the doctrine of
.‘.[e-:—i'll:u'l:'i.-cltl 'L'-']Iil']l I'r_-J-_'l. ﬂ'h I:|z-e'1;|:-|-i'.'|:~' f|||l_!||,:|] to L‘|.!.;|.-; and IJ-.-:'I' Wwer
must beg to eall the attention of onr readers particularly to two or three
circumstances connected with this investigation and report.

1||1'|r1' "-"-'-.III.]I.l |!.'|_'\.'-" L]Il.':l.' ]'l-]|'=e-1r|||4-r ['|H' I];L[t' of t]ll"-’l' t|'-'1:||“il.‘ti'|!|5[ ﬂ-“.:'-
ocenrred between the years 1825 and 1831 » not centurices o, r1-|a|'lfi-|'|'rt_=_:'
the account of them fabulons, or unworthy of eonfidence from their anti-
quity ; but at a period within the memory, perhaps, of the youngest of
our readers. We wonld also remind them that this committee wasg ap-
pointed to examine into a quegtion which had already, in 1784, not only
IJL"L'll submitted to the serutiny of the academy, but upon which the aca-

a8 o canse of certain physiological phenomena, or as a
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demy had made a deliberate and decided report, and a report which was
by no means caleulated to prejudice the committee in favour of the Mes-
merisers. 1t shouldl also be horne in mind that the committee were five
Vears engs and that, excepting in one case only, the
]:II'Iit-:IE; ;: --f h]ﬁl']! |':--} !II':'iI ;||]'||i77|-|l I’"." the t'n]l.--;r-- of H1|.1':=_(i-n]|.~:, T]ll.';i-'
drew their inferences merely from facts which passed mnder their own ob-
servation, The cases from which the committee drew up their report
rous, and interesting in the highest degree; but we must re-
fram from .'LI'.--|||!-'|':.=- Fil |'---.---I'i|-l-|l-'=| of them, which, from want of space,
would of necessity be so mueh contracted, The one ease, however, which
had heen admitted by the College of bSurgeons we will briefly deseribe, as
it affords clear proof both of the existence of the Mesmerie power, and of
its practical utility.

Madame Planf 111 -I|.|'i||-;' geveral YEALS had heen afflicted with a cancer of
the right breast : the axiliary glands of that side were also enlarged,
With the hope lucing the swelling her physician, M. r]l.‘Lf“'lEL'i]l,ﬁl:l”
subjected her to the action of Mesmerism, but no good effeet was produced,
4-'.:---!-1:!|-- sl Cp B |1'||I|,:|'|:-| a8 to prevent her f!'l'!-'ill_-_{ |r:|.i:||.. ani the state

mambulism already deseribed elsewhere.  The l.':\.'.'rr!lilfilll'l of the
WA PrOjos il to the poor lady, bt ghe conld not make up her mind

inful, It was, therefore, arranged that the

anatomist and surgeon, M. Cloquet, should perform the opera-
tion whilst Madame Plantin was under the influence of the Mesmerie som-
nambulism. her consent having been previously obtained whilst in that
i . M. Chapelain produced the state of sommambulism,

her consent to the operation, and on the day ap-

'_lru-.i_ |;||:|I'| s -'!.1|l'!'l

were

+3

o1 o
1

=

in that state obt

ted. Madame Plantin being nnder the influence of the somnambulism,
M. Cloguet performed this painful and hazardous operation in & little lesa
than twelve minutes. 1 r the whole of the l-'|-'.'1'.l[i.ll'||. the ]_JElrli.i"lL!ILI'H
0l u]|i|'1i. wie ] oL hers -| 'l'”; ."-l:||!;|,|_r||- !L]:|1'.1:.:| r-]L-.:'-'r'l'li I !-:.'Ill'lltt'l]r:l of
v. but. as had been her habit when under the inflnence of

™ ’ 1 1
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visible effect was produced on the respira=
y or feature. After the -IIEII'I'iITi.iI!] WA
eoncluded she was allowed o 1 miain in the same state |'-'||‘f||:|".:|'-1"it_l;';l1 ]lﬂllll'::,
l].ﬂ-]l .!:I'.':-1",'_||- 1.'.-||I_|:~i hiad becn

tion, voice, ;!l'.:]-c.'. OF any one lrmi

gaed she was awakened, and she appeared
to have no consciousness of what had passed during the preceding two
but asked to see her children, when informed that the operation had
performed. The sight of her family cAnsing i eood deal of n'lllnt'iuﬂ,
.-|!|' wis s6t T .-I:I'-'il II} ll||-="\3!l:-'i'::":|il.

i"u-‘:||'5| i | l|:|_'H.:-' .'.fl,< I [I-I'
the treatment subsequently t

ration this poor lady died. Whether or not

the ] iom haid bheen dizereet, it iz mot our
object here to discuss ; we merely wished to give as brief an account as
possible of the operation itself, and of the mamner in which it was borne
by the patient, M. | loguet performedd this operation in April, 1829 ; 1t
was witnessed and attested by AL Chapelain, M. Paillonx, assistant to
M. Cloguet, K. Mo ry to the surgical section of the Royal Aca-
demy of Medicine, and M. Dronsart, physician.

After the expiration of five years the committee made their report to the
Roval Academy of Mediam anid we cannot but feel that the :I'l-ul.'ptiu:lt
which that report met with from the Aecademy clearly showed that the
members of that seientific body were influenced by no prejudice in favour
of Mesmerism when they appointed their committee ; and therefore, also,
that it is highly probable the gentlemen of that committee were, at all
events, not partial Judges,

We are told that the hall of the Academy was crowded ; all the members,
even the most aged, being present. After the meeting had been opened, M,
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Husson, reporter to the committee, gravely read the report. From the com-
meucement, ‘varions members of the Academy evinced impatience and
uneasiness at the facts detailed ; but when M., Husson related those
comnected with the somnambulisn, prevision, &e., a great uproar ensnued,
and the gentlemen of the committer were abused as anworthy of confi-
ilenee by thosze very same men who had chosen them and entrusted them
with the investigation. The committee, however, were not without some
partisans, and by them the aceusations of the other arty were repelled -
and the Academy were in no very rentle terms r'v:n:'r:nllu-li! that, in the rame
place they had denied the circulation of the blood : there also that the
*'41]']3‘ il]lh'LI[sHurﬁ wers I!rllulllh-- d as i.lt|'_|5-|:-:-c1|r;I'.~1'_ and their ]:-:;[iL-nh s .Ju!s--::
and idiots : that the physicians who first preseribed tartar emetic were
tried and expelled from the Academy in that very hall, although the mem
bers of that same Academy now used that very medieine in large doses, and

with most beneficial results ; and the same learned body had ridienled the *
tdea of meteoric stones, now generally admitted to exist and fall,

In fact, the whole meeting hbecame a seene of disorder and eonfosion,
showing that the Academy were evidently much chaorined at the report,
amd that its members were not :~:1!1i:-i--11rll'l.' philosophical to bear a disag-
wintment, nor .-c||1lil'in:-1|'r]_1,' reasomable to allow their opinions to be pub-

1ely influenced by evidence of the mast eOnvIncing nature : we say “ pub
liely influenced,” forwhen men evinee so much bad temper it is a strong proof
that they eannot help seeing the force of the arguments made use of hy
their adversaries, though they will not openly avow it,

The sommittee and their friends much wished to have the report printed,
but this was as "-'i-'-]-.'!]t!_". apposed |.-.'\.' the other party, wha, however, as if
their passions had completely blinded their reason, allowed it to be litha
graphed for the private use of the members of the Academy, as if the re-
sult of the iuvestigation would he rendered one atom less public from
heing Iit]m-_{rrl[lEJL--I instead of printed,

Our limited space will not allow us to dwell longer on the procesdings
of the Parisian faculty and the Academy of Medicine, as we still have
other facts, without alluding to which we ghould bhe 01Ty to eclose onr
snhject.

[n England, until quite recently, little attention seems to have heen given i
to this very interesting diseovery, and few persons of any notoriety, ex-
cepting a Miss Preston. of Bloomsbury square, who died not Vvery many
years ago, appear to have practized Mesmerigm.

In 1829 the late Mr Chenevix performed MANY Carions experiments on
various patients, in the presence of different individuals, hoth it his own
residence and also at St Thomasz's Hospital : buat still Mesmerism was not
adopted, that we are aware of, by thosze to whom he exhibited it. Amongst
those who witnessed his experiments was Dr Elliotson, then one of the
physicians of the hospital above named : and as that gentleman has, within
the last two years, in spite of all opposition, ridieule, abuse, and insult,
heen perseveringly employed in carefully investigating the subject and
treating many patients by Mesmerism, we think that it will interest oug
readers to see the remarks which he himself makes relative to Mr Che
nevix's experiments as witnessed by him.

*“In May, 1829, I was introduced to Mr Chenevix by Dr Hodgkin, and
as that gentleman had persuaded himsclf theoretically and practically, at
Paris, of the truth of Mesmerism, T seized this opportunity of commene-
mg an experimental examination by availing myself of hiz offer to Ies-
merise any person I might present to him. [ saw him mesmerise two orirly
at his own lod ings in Old Burlington street, and took him several times
to St Thomas's Hospital, The two girls appeared to fall asleep by the
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process, but thongh I watched them very cavefully T might be deceived ;
and, as they were well known to Mr Chenevix, and had been mesmerised
before. T drew no inference. At St Thomas's |t||.-!|i.[.'-|1 I selected female
!.ut'u-u[:-c at random from my list of their names, and neither had he seen
them, nor they heard of him or Mesmeriem. Each was manipulated alone
in a private room. On manipulating a patient of a colleague, who se-
lected her himself, she had an hysterieal fit, at which 1 was not surprised,
As [:_1.-,;[.,.1&;. was her l:'|n'||,l||,.'|_i||,[, and the least emotion at any time excited
a paroxysm. He endeavoured to put an end to it in vain. On a second
oceasion & violent fit recurred, and his attempts to calm it were fruitless,
He manipulated six other females with no effect, except that one, labour-
ing under chorea, said her head was light and heavy alternately. An
epileptic woman fell asleep apparently on the two oceasions she was mes-
merised, yet we found that she was not al.'-']t-r:n the zecomd time, and ghe
declared that she had not been asleep the first time, though on both ocea-
sions she felt drowsy. 1 did not venture to conclude she was asleep, but
the redness of her eyes and cheeks, the heaviness of her looks, and every
|-i_|'4-1|_1||:-1:|.|:1'|_-, '|r|;|'|h"||.||- W believe ﬂ!:i- Wil .'l:-»]l.'i'tl '[.!'II' hirst tiill.l!‘_ ﬁrri
have seen many mesmerised persons fast asleep who afterwards denied it.
Pain was }u'nrhwu-li in her arm, and afterwards in her head, and jrrvm-uﬂg:
recurred by manipulating in another direction ; from this 1 inferred nothing
then. but I have since witnessed such phenomena so frequently that 1 do
not doubt their reality, and ther p:-mlm-tiuu by the nl:l.ni]:luzln[ur--_ I re-
mained uneonvineed till another female was Mesmerised. She was an ig-
norant Irish girl, and wnprepared to expect anything. In a minute she
plaintively entreated Mr Chenevix not to proceed. The manipulations
¢ drew weakness into her and made her feel faint,” She next eomplained
of pain in the abdomen ; on a few transverse movements she said the pain
was gone ¢ the same thing oceurred several times, and onee pain was com-
'|w]:1im--] of in the chest, but ceased Iu-rfl-m‘::r after a few transverse move-
ments. He darted an open hand towards one of her arms, and told her to
raize it : she conld scareely move it + after a few transverse movements she
declared the stiffness and uneasiness were gone, and she moved it as well
as the other, He produced all the same effects upon the other arm, and
then upon one ler. Her eyes were clozed ns ||1-rFt-c't]}' as could be, and =
piece of paper weighing, perhaps, a grain, being placed upon one foot she
mstantly was nnable to raise it ; the paper was removed, and she raised it
1“1'1"-"-'-_"-- AN these 1]|:,|_'|.l_r-\: wWiere 1'|'|,||',:':I:I'-€|_ ::_u::‘.i'lt anl H"'._-:'i-L'ifll. | t{'”[[lg Mr
Chenevix, in French, which part I wighed to be rendered Eum‘;-r]c*:—r, and
which to be restored, and she being ]\]'L"-'I'I'.ti'l:l as much as possible from
seeing, deception was 1mposs: de.  Mr C. looked round at me and szked
me. in French, if T was satisfied. | really felt aghamed to gay no, and 1
could searcely eredit my senses to say yes. [ remained silemt. He then
asked me, still in & language nnintelligible to the patient, ¢ Shall I brin

back a pain or disable a limb for you once more I, of vourse, requestes
that he would do go. He complied instantly, giving her a pain in the
chest onee, and disabling her several times from moving her limbs, and re-
moving those effects at pleasure, according to the intentions he avowed to
me = the whole taking place exactly as it had done in my former trial with
this woman, ;

« From this time I was satisfied that such a power as Mesmerism existed,
and hoped some day to inguire into it."’

We have thought it right to give this long extract from Dr Elliotson’s
¢ Physiology,” No. 2, p. 680, that our readers may see the spirit in which he
entered upon the subjeet of Mesmeriem. It has often been asserted that
he is ridienlously eredulous and ineantious ; but certainly there appear in
his method of testing Mr Chenevix's pretensions no grounds for making




8 B
I' 1
4
L
.II
1
|

gl i el T

30 'HE POLYTECHNIC JOURNAL,

such an acensation. Tn 1837 Baron Dupotel visited the Univerity College
Hospital, of which Dr Elliotson wias then Senior Physician, and by his
permission tried many curions experiments upon patients of the Doctor’s,
amongst whom was one young man suffering from epilepsy.  Sleep com-
monly was produced, and, in some instances, twitching also of the feet,
fingers, arms, and legs. We oursclves wer: present at many of these
aperations : the Baron alway sspoke in French, so that the patients could not
know what were his intentions, (ne striking cirenmstance is, that the
¥Young man who, upon ]||-i1|:_-" awoke from the Mesmerie sleep, often com-
plained of pain or uneasiness, at length so much disliked it that he
quitted the hospital, Certainly his symptoms were not feigned. In the
more susceptible patients somnambulism and dehrium were produced
and several gentlemen who were suthiciently curions to submit themselves
to the operation, became sensible. of very peenhar feelings, although only
for a few minutes exposed to the influence of the M. BHIErle power,

After a time Baron Dupotet ceased to attend at the hospital, but Dy
Elliotson himself and a gentleman by the name of Wood, one of his
clinical elerks, made many experiments on various patients, and with great
euccess. COne of the Doctor's patients, Elizabeth LK ey, who had for
twelvemonth heen suffering from --;l::'f-:-|-Li-.' fitz andd aente head-a 5, Proved
to be so extremely snsceptible, that in the coma, or Mesmerie sleep, a

seton was put into the back of her neck for the relief of the L atl-ache :
ghe was not conscions of the operation, and expressed mueh suUrprise

when, upon being aroused, she discovered iat it had been performed. In

the presence of several gentlemen, amongst whom wers M Wheatston,
Dr Lardner, Dr Roget, and others, this same girl, and alzo her sister
Jane O°Key, whilst in the state of d. lirium  produced by Mesmerism,
recetved shocks (both of galvanism from s powerful battery, and of cleg-

tricity from well-charged Leyden als), so0 severe as to produce a smart
effect on some of the gentlemen present ; but they evineed no symptoms of
NNeasiness, :L[I:||--1.l:,{]| they conld not afterwards dizengage their hands
from the wires of the galvanic apparatus : with respect to the electricity,
they merely seemed entertained, and langhed at the sparks,

It has been already stated by us that ene very remarkable phenomenon
ig the power which the operator possesses of .':".":|¢"_5|__'_-' with ereat foree
the limbs of the mesmerised indivi lual. In the case of Elizabeth ()¢ [£ ey
this was put to the fullest test « w ights to the amonnt of seventy |.||::|:|.,"_\
were attached to one of her arms i and after Mr Wood had. wi hout econtact,
attracted her arm upwards by the motion of his hand, strongr efforts on
hl'l‘ part were evineed to lift the we :-_::'||I - LN l--ll-."l1:| she rose from the
chair in which she had hes n seated, attained the erect |----i!.::|||, and moved
this immense mass of iron several inches from the ground. at the s e
time extending her arm towards the operator ; she then lost her balance.
and fell in the direetion of the '|'||-i:,_-|||:x and towards Mr Wood, After the
experiment, and when restored to the natural state, she was unable to
ralse even fifty-six pounds in the same mamnner: and indecd how few
ordinary, or even strong young men, could raise even one inch, not to sav
five or six inches, from the ground, a weight of seventy pounds, as did this
little pale girl of sixteen Years of age! 'This last exXperiment was mnot
performed in secrot, it was witnessed by several hundreds of spectators,
and was performed in tl:r.-uru-r':|[i:|‘:4_' theatre of the 1 Miversity College
Hospital.

We have already given some account of the procecdings of the French
.-‘!.--,-ylu-m_-r_ and of the imr:r'u---iulr made upon the minds of the SOz
EiONers, as evinee:dl by their report. If there had bhesn any additional eir-
cumstanees required to convince men of unprejudiced mind that there iz
exigting in nature such a power as that described under the name of
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Mesmerizm, we shonld -.“ﬂ‘["[fﬁu]:,' conceive that the twa or three .'-:im}JIl:r
facts above related 1.I.1|L.[1i prove sufficient, It is jnst poseible that the
seton might have given pain, huL that O‘Key h--m-*‘ prepared for the
operation, had been able to conceal her fi l.]ut]“"-.. it is bare ly possible, as
everybody must know who has ever u[u-uulu-ni a strong galvanic or
electric shock ; indeed we may say it is not possible that both the sisters
ghould have received those shocks with such perfect indifference. The
gensEation ]:-1-.|1|Ihtl| by the action of a po werfnl r::-Ll'. anie by ittery when one
touches simultaneons ]1. both the positive and negative wire with moistened
hands, is much more eas gily remembered than deseribed. Tt is VETY ecasy
for those who will still persist in thinking that these little girls could have
pretended not to feel, to make the |-w|_u-|'i1m-|'.r themselves, and 'l]l:-:_v then
wounld be more competent to give an opinion. We have tried the effect of
1 :-'E|l|n|'|-: more [|!'|u1|_ once, Flllt Wi 1II:|:'I:'I.III]I‘- 'I"":'I'i'|'l.'I! A Birong ong, :L'II.1|. miost
assuredly we shall never for any light purpoese submit to angther. The expe-
riment of the 1.'.'4-1'1_-:'nt4 is also within the reach of eve Iy one ; we cannot
but regard this .Ji,|i|:r in the light of an experimentum crucis; i|1h|-1|--i'|:-':Iit_',r
nn-xh’r '|--'l--'=-|]|i'l. in gome instances be feipmed, but power cannot, when
feirned , produce the effects of re: il strenoth » 'u:lli let it be remembe J‘l ] that
!—L'.IL':I] who witnessed this vﬂr’u-lﬂluulw feat had the euriosity to ex-
amine the iron weights for themselves—Ilet them say if they were fictitions.
Both before Dr Elliotson resigned his chair in University College, and
;-CI,:|||<|'1||_|_-,-;||_'[]:.‘ lJl,- ]L.g,'w- |_'-c||i[j;||||.l.'I1 i TII'I'E:II_'IJI 1,':'.I'|'|ll'.'| 1-x5-|-ri1lu;ur.—:_ 1 -!ll'lil'r
that he m:-rlu make himself f;|]E_\. ;u-n.tlz:-.inr-.-r| with the laws of this hig]l];.r
interesting natural power. We know that he intends to |-L|.]'-]5.~h the re-
gult of ]n« investigations, and we therefore forbear mentioning many,
hath corions and wonderful phenomena which |.n‘-4 wome to our knowledge.
The Doctor has, from the ver Y COmImencement of hig investio: ations, afforded
fo the l'”l i ,L|L|:||]l- meansg of 1.l.|t1u~+~:n--' hiz modes of e ".!ll':'..l went and the
results produced ; but many of his most determined opponents have
u.u-,l._hh fﬂ]:--q ne to avail themselves of ANy --|J]-'II‘:1:1‘II'- which wounld enable
them to do more than exclaim against Mesmerism, without having been eye-
witnesses of the effects El[-:--]lu'l'li, or to speak |'h| |u|.:. to st 1'|"t1?- of thur
colleague as a “tom fool,” and the patients as impostors. Others seem
erfectly satisfied, at having heard or having seen, on some oceasions when
ir Elliotson has been performing his experiments, or when others have
tried to repeat those expe r||||- nts, that the e Xpecte id result was not pro-
dueced, to take 1t for grant T]| it he must inevitab Iy be either a ‘h"E”' or
an 111|'||-\.|-.|r||' or at all events immensely eredulous, This is har dly fair ; it
is scarcely deing unto others as we wi uld the y ghonld do unto ns. We re-
member, on more oceasions than one, when we were indueed to hear a lee-
ture from a learned professor of University College, by many considered
a VEry gcientific man, and whe has been pa '-'1I]-||h forward in deciding
\|__{,L|1|a[ Mesmerism without other than hear-s SOy evide nee, that many
" :n.]:.| rinents nf []_,4{ ]u |,'|_'|I:1'-:|_ L] failed in the |||.---I|l||l|| = ‘Fll'l I]|x‘[ G,
we have =2een him ]'-] wee o little bar il under o “’1.| B, tell the gtudents
that he should exhanst the air contained under that glass, and that the
poor little bird would show evident symptoms of ul.ctu g5 anid nneasiness,
and finally, that the little creature would die 3 he then has pumped away
with much energy, but the poor httle bird hopped abont much like other
little birds, and finally pecked the glass instead of dying ; but the stu-
dents |:|I|:-Ir W |-||ie-l!.1.' Foung men who had not seen much of the world,
for thizs was one of the first classes which the regulations l.'l5'||||l'i'”l.'l| thedm
to attend) did not eall that professor a “ tom fool,” nor did we infer that
atrnos F||:||'r"r air was not necessary to support amimal life. Then, again, hag
that same mtelligent [-r-rl.u gsor and able e xperimenter placed a ]:-tu tinn of
brownish fluid, i-qu_\".|~|1| le, in & little test glass, and after telling the i ingenu-~
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ous young men that he should add some other fluid to it which would canse
the brownizh colour to become j't']]ti‘-'-', lo! the brownish fluid upon the pro-
mised addition has beeome bright green or blue ; still he was not called an
impostor, nor did the students doubt the propriety of the test.  Lastly, we
have known this learned man bring a little dog nto his theatre. and rive
notice tor his clazs that he wonld mtroduce into the gvstem of the !-":-"5-1.'
hittle amimal some strychnine '|'|_'|.' means of a wound made for the purpose ;
and then that, after the L':]n:u_- of o fow geconds, this poor little dog would
fall into horrible convulsions, particularly of his 'him{ legs, and die.  Wa
haye seen an incision made, and the poor little dog has continued to run
round and about the professor’s private domain, behind his table, and never
used hig hind legs, that we c -11]-5 see, otherwize than in a natural way. All
this did not make the pupils, however, exelaim * Oh! ['|_"I_'1[l:tﬂlll‘ihllrllfl_'-\._
sor I" though, perhaps, we might have observed a slight smile come
over some countenances which before wore an expression of pain, from
sympathy with the poor little dog’s promised and expeeted sufferings, nor
did we doubt that gtrychnine was g ||e::|.|i!'\' poison when inserted into o
wanmni.

To judge properly of the effects of Mesmerism people should take the
trouble to see for themselves, and ;]]l..,'- gheuld not p!'rtvmi to report the
experiments made by those who are conversant with the subject without
first having made themselves thoroughly acquainted with the mannerin which
those experiments were conducted, or at all events, shonld they be snffi-
t'i:-pnt]"g' rasgh to ]L:'_L'_;]H't this [J|'|-1'zl.ul.‘iu1|, t]u*_'r' must consent to f;.'l;.- npon
themselves the responsibility of the failure.

It is constantly demanded “ Of what use is Mesmerism, even supposing it
be true ¥ The |!L!H-.-:1"i|all has been put to onrselves over and over _-.;:;;i_i] =
the case of Madame Plantin, and the experiment of the seton performed on
Elizabeth 'Key, ought of themselves to be sufficient answer ; but in
addition to these examples of its utility we may state, that the fits for
which the latter individual was admitted into the hozpital have been per-
feetly eured by it ; by its means Dr Elliotson cured also an epileptic boy
who wag a patient in the hospital, also another lad, the son of & ,_-,..;E.J..,.f”_h,]l.
tradesman, who had for several years suffered severely from epileptic fits,
and had at length lost the use of his legs ; he had been under the treat-
ment of several medieal men,  Another patient whom he had restored to
health by it is the davghter of & tradesman : she had for many months
suffered from hysterical mania, which F1E|E|L-4ar(-d to be so confirmed that
one physician had actually signed a certificate to the effect of her being
I EAdTE, Hnn-!}' the guestion of its ntility is now fully answered : bt had
these cases not ocenrred, had only the existence of the power been known
aril ]'I'I'H"-'{"It.. wonld it not have been a great gllill { wonld it not have been
an mmportant auddition to the facts already discovered relating to the
ph}'ealullnugi_:,_ﬂ.' of the human frame ? And truly we are not so well acquainted
with all the laws of animal life as to justify us in rejecting any truth, or
11 n*ﬁ'lr-'im_f tix hlqnln' into any fact which may be offered us concerning it.
It is clearly the duty of all those to whom, by their profession, the publie
;:||_ff_-t_'|." 182 1N 50 ETeAt & l]l-;,;'t‘w' 'l.']lTJ'I.I:D‘-"[I.‘l!, to lose no ulrln:]‘[]uﬁ!_‘l.' of il.r"lilft'ill_l_:
all I:nm-;lmlgv which may enable them to insure that eafety to the greatest
possible extent ; and if this be the duty of medical men, how mueh more
go i it of those who are t-ngrlgﬂri in the instronction of the students of
medieine, and yet how few have in any degree given their attention to
the investigation of Mesmerizm ?—they have not even shown the ineli-
nation to make themselves acquainted with its nature. There have, of
conrse, been o few exceptions, and to these few should the public indeed
feel grateful ; the ;mhi'u: best know whether this be or be not their senti-
ment towards them.
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